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EDITORIAL

Did Not Have to March, But—

“March now or you will have to march later,”

was the hint conveyed to Chicago employes by the

Illinois Manufacturers’ Association. Cautious em

ployes construed the words: “You will have to

march later,” as having reference to a march out

of their jobs. So they prudently marched in the

parade. As more than one expressed it in private

conversation, “We don’t have to march, but we

must.” S. D.

- § {}

When “Freedom” Is Not Freedom.

In his Memorial Day address President Wilson

asked if the business men who want preparedness

would “give the young men in their employment

freedom to volunteer for the thing.” But what

sort of “freedom” is it which an employer may give

or withhold? President Wilson has a well de

veloped sense of humor. Was this remark a bit

of irony? Did he want to convey to the American

people that so long as one class must depend on

another for permission to earn a living, so long

must their boasted freedom be but a sham 2 s. D.

§ {}

Voluntary and Involuntary Patriotism.

Some of the universal military service advocates

are so eager to institute their European ideas in

this country that they did not hesitate to apply

compulsion to march in the preparedness parade

in behalf of compulsion to serve in the army. The

logical and inevitable tyranny of militarism in

deed was foreshadowed in the demonstration in

behalf of militarism. Omitting from considera

tion the many kinds of intimidation known to

modern industrialism, one case stood out boldly

and shamelessly, that of the student regiment of

the Illinois University. Had President James

been a pacifist the regiment would not have come.

Had the parade been for pacifism the regiment

would not have come. But since President James

is so pronouncedly militaristic that a stranger

might easily mistake him for the head of a mili
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tary school, and since the parade was exploited

by militarists in behalf of militarism, the school

work and examinations were shifted, and the regi

ment sent 125 miles to parade in behalf of an idea

approved by the president of the university.

{}
-

Thus do these young men get their first idea

of European autocracy. As beneficiaries of the

State's educational facilities they must be mem

bers of the regiment, as members of the regiment

they must obey orders, and as victims of a mili

taristic university president they joined the

parade; for the presence of these fine young men

depended much less upon the fifteen hundred

young men themselves than upon the will of the

president of the school. There will doubtless

be other parades during the coming campaign,

and we may expect this doctor of learning,

at the head of a great State institution de

voted to “Agriculture, Science and Art,” to ex

ercise due discretion in using his fifteen hundred

cadets. When the great parade in behalf of the

protective tariff takes place we may expect to see

the regiment. When democracy marches we shall

not see the regiment.

{}

Is President James altogether satisfied with

his performance? Does he feel that he had the

right to jeopardize his usefulness at the head of

a great university by thus antagonizing Illinois

citizens who do not believe in that brand of pre

paredness? It was his right to march in the pa

rade himself, if he saw fit, but does he not feel

that he was taking liberties with his position in

committing the State University ? Might he not

have stood a little higher as an educator if he had

taken the position of President Hadley of Yale,

who refused to let the Yale Battery take part in

the preparedness parade at Hartford * The pre

paredness parade in Chicago was not the sole test

of Americanism. Not all who failed to march are

traitors. And some of these will have a feeling

toward the management that sent the regiment

into a partisan demonstration that they should

not have toward an institution of learning. If

we must have an involuntary military service, we

will accept it when we must; meantime let us be

free from involuntary patriotism. S. C.

{} {}

Roosevelt the Backward.

Roosevelt becomes amusing when he states that

if preparedness is objectionable because it makes

war possible, then ability to write is equally ob

jectionable because it is essential to forgery. Pre

paredness does not merely make war possible. It

logically leads to war. Preparedness in Germany

instigated competitive preparedness in France.

Preparedness in France gave preparationists in

Germany a pretext to demand more preparedness,

and this in turn spurred on French preparationists

to demand more. In addition munition interests

encouraged newspaper agitation against their

country in the other country, and used this to

keep up public sentiment in favor of big appro

priations. Other European nations were affected

the same way until there was evidence of popular

impatience with the needless burden. That made

war necessary to offer plausible proof of the need

of the big armaments. And it came.

§

It is superfluous to explain that ability to write

can not lead in any parallel way to wholesale

forgery. That is so evident that, so far as is

known, there is but one individual of mature age

in the United States to whom such an explanation

is necessary. That individual is Theodore Roose

velt. S. D.

§ {}

Preparedness in Kansas City.

Arrangements for a preparedness parade in

Kansas City had to be dropped because most local

business men refused to enthuse over it. The fact

that other elements did not favor it did not mat

ter. With business men in line, employes could

have been told to “march now, or you will have

to march later.” The result would have been a

big parade, which the press would have reported

as a “spontaneous outpouring.” But to the credit

of Kansas City's business men let it be said they

refused to follow the example set in New York

and Chicago. Kansas City misses a parade, but

she gets something better—the advertisement that

her business men are above boosting a bad cause

through a fraudulent showing. S. D.

º; º;

Compulsion. * ,

We have become accustomed to the police denial

of free speech; we are familiar with the censorship

of the post office; and now we are called upon to

endure police judgment of banners. During the

Chicago Preparedness parade a banner was hung

from a building on the line of march inscribed:

There are 100,000 marching in this parade. There

are 5,000,000 farmers and 2,500,000 workers against

preparedness. Are you sure you are right? Be sure

you are right.

The police took the banner down and arrested the

men who put it up. Thus are Américans prepar

ing to repel the invasion of European soldiers; but

who will prepare to meet the invasion of European

tyranny ? S. C.

*
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For a Disentangling" Alliance.

President Wilson may not have had the thought

in mind, yet the most logical deduction from the

following in his Memorial Day address is that uni

versal free trade is essential to permanent peace:

I shall never myself consent to an entangling alli

ance; but I would gladly assent to a disentangling

alliance, an alliance which would disentangle the

peoples of the world from those combinations in

which they seek their own separate and private in

terests, and unite the people of the world to pre

serve the peace of the world upon a basis of common

right and justice. There is liberty there, not limita

tion. There is freedom, not entanglement. There is

the achievement of the highest things for which the

United States has declared its principle.

There is pending in Congress the Bailey bill for

such a “disentangling alliance,” with all nations of

the Western Hemisphere. Cannot President Wil

son use his influence with Congress to get this bill

out of committee? S. D.

§ {}

A Conviction That Justifies the Convicted.

If the conduct of the New York Court of Spe

cial Sessions in Bouck White's case was legal, then

it may be quoted as evidence in justification of

the opinion for expression of which White was

convicted. According to the court the flag does

not stand for freedom of speech, since it found

White guilty of a crime in saying what he

thought. It does not stand for a fair trial to ac

cused persons for the judges were clearly preju

diced against him and denied him a jury trial.

For the honor of the flag it is to be hoped that

the action of the court was not legal, and will not

be upheld. Freedom of speech and trial by jury

are guaranteed by State and Federal constitutions.

S. D.

§ {}

Another Diplomatic Note in Order.

Just and timely was President Wilson's protest

against England's outrageous interference with

neutral mails. But it is not on the high seas alone

that American mails are so interfered with, nor

are foreign belligerents the worst culprits. The

United States Post Office Department is guilty of

similar conduct toward American mails within its

own jurisdiction. In arbitrarily barring from the

mails or denying of second class rates to certain

papers a censorship has been established as wrong

in principle as any that England has presumed

to impose. On the growing list of papers subjected

to such outrages may be mentioned Regeneracion

of Los Angeles, The Blast of San Francisco, and

The Alarm of Chicago. A diplomatic note to Post

master General Burleson would be in order, sug

gesting that continuation of the practice must be

regarded as an act unfriendly to the American

people. National honor and security demand such

a message. However, it is not necessary to wait

for the State Department to send such a note. In

dividual citizens should send their protests to Mr.

Burleson at once. S. D.

ºf ºf

Injunctions and a Free Press.

Very little comment is required on the follow

ing news item in the Chicago Tribune of May 30:

Judge Jesse A. Baldwin, in a “matter of great

emergency,” yesterday issued a temporary injunction

against some two hundred men involved in a strike.

Slipped into the middle of the list of 200 were the

names of two Polish editors. The injunction, as it

stands, would deprive them of the right of free

speech in connection with the small newspaper they

are conducting. A reporter for The Tribune called

this fact to the attention of Judge Baldwin yester

day afternoon.

“Attorneys who presented the injunction to me for

signature failed to make reference to the editors,

and the Tribune's informal action in bringing the

matter before me is the first I heard of it,” said

Judge Baldwin.

“It was a temporary injunction, asked for in a

special emergency. If either side involved in the

strike formally calls my attention to it, portions of

the document affecting the editors will be modified

at once. -

“I had no intention of enjoining any newspaper

from publishing any article written in an orderly

manner. There were 200 or more names in the bill.

The injunction was issued by me in haste after rep

resentations had been made that very great haste

was necessary.

“However, I told the attorney at the time that I

reserved the right to modify any part of the injunc

tion within twenty-four hours' notice.”

The news account states further:

According to the terms of the injunction the two

newspaper men, “both individually and as editor and

manager of the Polish People's Publishing Com

pany,” are “strictly commanded to absolutely

desist and refrain . from doing anything

which subjects any of the complainants' employes to

hatred, criticism, censure, scorn, disgrace, or annoy

ance because of their employment by the complain

ants.”

In other words the constitutional rights of Illinois

citizens are not secure so long as the power to issue

injunctions remains uncurbed. S. D.

§ {}

One Democrat on the Supreme Bench.

Brandeis' confirmation means that there is one .

man on the Supreme Bench whose record indi

cates that he will hold common sense of more im

portance than precedent, and justice entitled to

greater consideration than vested wrongs. It is a

beginning of reform in the Supreme Court itself,

a place where reform is badly needed. S. D.
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Democrats Who Need Watching.

The American Association for Labor Legisla

tion is sending out postal cards containing the fol

lowing plank from the Democratic National plat

form:

We pledge the Democratic party so far as the

Federal jurisdiction extends, to an employees’ com

pensation law providing adequate indemnity for in

jury to body or loss of life.

To which the Association adds the following com

ment: -

The Democratic party will not have kept faith

with the people if it does not pass the Kern-McGilli

cuddy bill, H. R. 15316, before going to new political

conventions.

The Association should take notice that there are

at least 30 Democratic members of the present

House of Representatives who have already shown

by their votes that a party pledge has no weight

with them. These are the 30 who proved false

on the question of Philippine independence. They

offer as an excuse for their treachery that no defi

nite date for independence was mentioned in the

platform pledge. There is a similar loophole in

this compensation law pledge, open to any con

gressman small enough to crawl through. The

American Association for Labor Legislation had

better keep an eye on these 30 Democrats.

{} {}

Why Keep the Door Open?

Much has been said about the Open Door for

trade in China, and some Americans are proposing

that the United States should have a large navy

in order to prevent Japan from closing the door.

This would seem to be much ado about nothing.

The American Economist, which is published by

the American Protective Tariff League, says the

daily wages of Japanese stonecutters are 50 cents

per day, and of bricklayers 54 cents a day. Ameri

can stonecutters and bricklayers get more than

this per hour. How, under such conditions, will it

be possible to export to China stone houses and

brick chimneys in competition with Japanese

houses and chimneys? If Americans need tariff

protection at home from Japanese labor, how can

they expect to compete with it in China, or any

other foreign country? S. C.

{} {}

Where Does It Go? -

Certain professed friends of American labor

who wish a high tariff on imports to enable them

to raise the price on homemade goods, in order

that they may be able to pay higher wages, are

very much exercised over the possible competition

of Japanese labor. Years ago the fear was of

S. D.

English competition; later it was of German com

petition; now it is of Japanese competition. “The

average wages of partly skilled male workers in

Japan,” says a protectionist organ, “is about 22

cents a day; those of women about 14 cents a

day.” The inference drawn is that a Japanese

laborer does as much for 22 cents as an American

does for $3.00. As the goods of the two coun

tries sell for the same price in foreign markets,

it must be apparent what enormous profits the

Japanese manufacturers enjoy, and what colossal

fortunes there must be in Japan. Yet, strange

to say, it is in America that the great fortunes of

the world are to be found. Is it possible that the

protectionists have made a mistake in their rea

soning 2 Can it be that the 22-cent labor produces

22-cent wealth, while, the $3.00-labor produces

$3.00-wealth 2 Who knows where that $2.78 goes?

S. C.

§ {}

Eastern and Western Canada.

The conservatism of our Eastern States as com

pared with our Western States is duplicated in

the Eastern and Western Provinces of Canada.

Whereas Western Canada has caught a glimpse of

the new economic truths and is shifting the bur

dens of government from industry to monopoly—

that is to say, from labor values to land values—

Eastern Canada is so fearful of a new idea that

when Mr. Severin Ducharme, Liberal member for

North Essex, proposed in the Ontario Legislature

to exempt tile drainage from farm taxation, the

Provincial Secretary, W. J. Hanna, declined to

accept the proposal because it involved “the prin

ciple, clear, outstanding and unmistakable, of

Singletax.” The Secretary favored, instead, a

bill to increase the poll tax from one dollar to

five dollars. How like the late Mark Hanna |

S. C.

£; ;

Shifting Taxes.

To confine the term “taxpayers” to those whose

names are on the tax collectors’ books is on a par

with the statement frequently made by tenants that

they are not interested in the land question. So

far is this from the truth that if the people could

be made to understand how few taxes are really

paid by those who deliver the money to the col

lectors, and how many taxes are paid by those

who do not know that they are paying taxes at all,

the whole question would be quickly settled. But

so long as those whose names are not on the rolls,

and who never see a tax collector, think they are

not paying any taxes, the question will be con

fused and unsettled; and those who nominally pay
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the taxes, but really are merely acting as tax col

lectors, will see to it that the present order pre

vails.

§

One of the most refined and subtle methods of

shifting taxes yet devised is that now practiced

by the city government of Chicago. The water

department of the city is maintained by the rates

for water paid by the users. The other depart

ments are supported by general and special taxes

laid upon property. The owners of the property

are listed as taxpayers. But the city administra

tion pretends to think that a large part of its

work is for the benefit of the water department,

and that its cost should be paid by the water users.

The sewer department, for instance, is not main

tained for drainage and sanitary purposes, as

heretofore supposed, but to keep pure the source

of the water supply; hence, 86 per cent of the cost

of maintaining the sewer department is charged

to the water department. Under this interpreta

tion of the law nearly a half million dollars a year

is shifted from the property owners to the water

uSerS.

{}
-

Nor is this all. The care of the sewage system

is closely related to the value of the property.

Well-drained and sanitary premises are of greater

value than poorly drained and unsanitary prop

erty, and the tenant, or user, will have to pay a

higher rent or price; yet the cost of maintaining

the sanitary conditions is added to the water rates,

and is paid a second time by the tenant. Not only

are the taxes collected of property owners often

not paid by them, but they are permitted by the

city to take for themselves as much as the city

collects for the service rendered the citizen. This

is but one of many ways in which taxes are shifted

from the seeming to the real taxpayer. S. C.

{:} {}

Ford Teaches Detroit.

When Henry Ford’s profit-sharing plan was an

nounced it was an easy matter to tell in advance

what one result must be. Political economy is as

exact a science as mathematics, and the theory

may always be relied upon to work out in prac

tice that any social advance must increase land

values sufficiently to enable those who own land

to appropriate the financial benefits. So there

is nothing surprising in the following let

ter, dated May 31, to the Joseph Fels Fund Com

mission, from Mr. D. D. Martin, of the Buffalo

firm of Larkin & Co.: -

Mr. Boyd Fisher of the Executives' Club of Detroit,

an association of thirty-five industrial corporations

and a branch of the Detroit Board of Commerce, has,

on the authority of the head of the Ford Sociological

Department made the following statement:

Within one week of the announcement of the Ford prof

1t-sharing plan the value of real estate in Detroit has

jumped $50,000,000, or the value of the expected distribu

tion for five years. The main result of the Ford $5 a day

plan is that living expenses have so increased in Detroit

that the workingman receiving $5 a day finds that he can

not live as well as he could before the introduction of

profit sharing on $3 a day.

And as a result of his own investigation says that

the Detroit workingman is paying one-third of his

wages for rent and that high rents have indirectly

increased the cost to the workingman of food and

clothing. Mr. Fisher has declared himself, since

making his investigation, a Singletaxer. Who

wouldn't?

{3}

It is not Henry Ford's fault that his employes

have been deprived of the benefits he wished to

bestow. The institution of land monopoly stands

between him and them, neutralizing his efforts in

their behalf. Thus has another example been

furnished of the truth of Henry George's com

ment on the efforts of a rich man to improve the

condition of labor under existing economic con

ditions:

Must it not be that those who appropriate God's

bounty will take his also 2 Will it not be that the

value of land will go up, and that the net result of

his benefactions will be an increase of rents and a

bounty to land owners?

Land monopoly must be destroyed before work

ers can be permanently assured a greater share

of the product of their labor. To do this requires

something more than the efforts of Henry Ford

alone. It needs political action on the part of

citizens, so as to divert from private pockets to the

public treasury the rental value of land. Then

the commonwealth and not a few individuals will

reap the benefit of the $50,000,000 of land value

which Henry Ford and his workers have created,

as well as the benefit of other land values created

by all of the people. Henry Ford's industrial plan

teaches this lesson. It is one that should be thor

oughly studied. S. D.

§ {}

Where Mexico's Trouble Lies.

Lincoln Steffens’ illuminating article on Mex

ico in Everybody’s for May brings out a feature

that runs through the whole of the trouble be

tween that unhappy country and the outside world.

Mr. Silliman, the American representative with

the de facto government, arranged a meeting of

American and other foreign business men at

Guadalajara with Luis Cabrera, Carranza’s Sec

retary of the Treasury. Says Mr. Steffens:

The purpose of the meeting was to give the buş.

ness men a chance to state their grievances to an



534 -

Nineteenth Year.

t The Public

official with authority and power to explain and act.

And they expressed themselves one by one, and it

Was very disappointing; natural, typical, but dis

couraging. As Mr. Cabrera pointed out to them, dip

lomatically and not clearly, each man spoke, not as

a friend of Mexico, not as a social being, but as a

craftsman: the banker of the difficulties of his bank,

the exchange broker as a broker, the miner as a

miner; and not of their big problems, but of the par.

ticular, petty problems of the week or month. The

Government had erred. That he granted, and he ex

plained that the reason they had erred was because

they were not experienced statesmen and experts;

their elder statesmen had served the privileged class

and been driven by their consciences out of the coun

try. The new government were citizens new to

their jobs, and in need of broad criticism, technical

advice, and expert assistance. But none of the gen

tlemen present had offered any suggestions that

could be used. They all were under the delusion

that the Government was trying to re-establish the

old order of things; that the revolution was merely

an accident and interruption, a sort of disaster or

debauch, and that, since it was over, the thing to do

was to get everything to going again just as it was

before.

Is not that a fair statement of the position of

all those critics who are impatient to “settle” the

Mexican question ? Does not the whole matter

lie within that little phrase “to get everything to

going just as it was before” ” And if American

intervention should take place, and the enforced

order does not set “everything to going again just

as it was before,” will not these critics be as much

aggrieved as they are at present? The whole

trouble lies in the fact that through the corrupt

government that Mexico has suffered for the past

half century her natural resources have been par

celed out to a few, a considerable portion of whom

are foreigners. The fact that some of these con

cessions were obtained honestly, so far as the bene

ficiaries are concerned, does not alter the condition

from the Mexican's point of view. However the

origin, the result is intolerable and unendurable.

There must be a readjustment. The inheritance of

the people of Mexico must be restored, if not by this

revolution, then by some future revolution. For

whether order be restored by the United States, or

by any other nation, there can be no peace in

Mexico until justice is established. It is, as Ca

brera says, the misfortune of the country that

those in charge of affairs are inexperienced and

incapable; but when counsel comes from without

it is from the point of view without. Those who

might aid most have contrary interests, and so

cannot help at all. S. C.

The moral man is he who lives right, not because

he thinks he has to, but because he does not like

nastiness.-Herbert S. Bigelow.

harm anyone.

LEONORA. BECK.

My tribute to the memory of a great woman,

for she was great in the best sense, must be rather

a matter of impressions than of detail. But these

impressions are as clear as the lines and shades

in a steel engraving and as enduring as life.

My first impression, a deep one, came to me

before I knew her, in one of the early issues of

Henry George's Standard, among the letters from

the people. It was short and moving and soul

stirring. Later when I knew that it was written

by a public school teacher I marveled at the cour

age of the woman and at the grasp of the mind

that got to the heart of a great moral and social

problem in so short a time. I wondered because

I was myself in the midst of a great fog.

The form and matter of the letter escapes my

memory, but it put in glowing words and clearest

light the joy of a revival of hope and the seeing

a vision of a world redeemed. The heart of the

writing was based on Henry George's thought:

Only, when I first realized the squalid misery of a

great city it appalled me and would not let me rest,

for thinking of what caused it, and how it could be

cured. But out of this inquiry has come to me some

thing I did not expect to find and a faith that was

dead revives.

When I read Leonora Beck’s letter I knew that

her years of teaching in a great city school had

shaken her faith in the old dogmas of religion,

and from Henry George had come a new light

that gave her a boundless faith in the beneficence

of a just Creator, and a vision of the Heaven on

earth that might be builded by the establishment

of justice and equity among men.

Later I met her at the meetings of our little

club at the Grand Pacific Hotel. I had wondered

why she wrote no more for print. But soon I felt

that the essential life of the woman was that of

motherhood. She called herself the mother of

the club when it was small, and she mothered it

when it grew too big to manage itself and sowed

its wild oats. She beamed upon us all and light

ened the turmoil of debate with words of love and

flashes of wisdom. I think she was a born fighter,

but that her indignation never controlled her to

Her weapons were gentleness and

love.

Her instinct of motherhood was the master

motive of her life. She mothered her scholars as

she did our club, and her pupils must have been

fortunate to sit under the guidance of such a great

soul. But her heart did not stop with the club or

the school. It went out to the great world' and

embraced all mankind.

Hence came her work for fundamental reforms
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of all kinds. The world was better for her having

been in it and those who knew her intimately will

feel the loss deeply, but the seeds sown by her in

fluence here will sprout and grow and mature

somewhere in some hearts that will take up the

work where she was forced to lay it down.

Her perception of the philosophy of freedom

was clear, but the emotional element in her

shunned the academic, for the benefit of the propa

ganda and the holding it back from degeneration

into animosity against its opponents.

I have called her great because she was great

in a way where mankind needs greatness, in sym

pathy, in tolerance, in love, and in a faith that

reached far into the future, moving her to work

beyond her strength. A faith that is greater than

knowledge tells that her work here has not been

in vain and that her reward will be commensurate

with her work. GEO. W. WELLS.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

CONDITIONS IN ALASKA.

Anchorage, Alaska, May 20, 1916.

This is my third year at Anchorage, the supply

point of the Government's Alaskan Railroad experi

ment. When I arrived in the fall of 1914 there were

four buildings here. The Government's office a

building about 40 by 20. A small mess house,

stables and a settler's cabin. The settler was ousted

by the force of Government and given a lot subse

quently in the townsite.

In 1916, when I arrived in May, there were 2,000

people in Anchorage. They had caught an unimagi

native government unprepared, and as no townsite

had been laid out for them had seized, in spite of

warnings to the first comers, the Government's ter

minal site and were “squatting” on it, titleless but

happy. With a clear understanding that within 60

days the Government would survey a town site and

they would be forced to move a half a mile to it,

nevertheless several substantial buildings were erect

ed, many log cabins were built and tent houses were

without number. Stores, restaurants and bunk

houses or tents were on every hand. The possessor

of a monkeywrench, a saw and a saddle became a

merchant and displayed his wares. There was no

rent. Prices were reasonable, kept down in part by

the existence of a Government commissary. Those

arriving after the first rush were confronted by an

odd condition; a condition which illustrates the per

sistence of social customs even under the most dis

couraging circumstances.

As I have said in an earlier paragraph, there were

no titles except use and occupancy. This, however,

did not prevent those shrewd enough to take ad

vantage of ingrained habit of free Americans of pay

ing an individual for the right to use the earth,

These shrewd ones placed a tent framework of cross

sticks upon the ground and placed a sign thereon

“For Sale.” The fact they had nothing to sell did

not deter them any more than the similar condition

does in the U. S. Neither did it deter would-be pur

chasers that these sellers of nothing did not have

the force of Government behind them. Sales Were

frequent.

Then came the land office men with surveyors to

lay out a townsite. A few of us—“enlightened radi

cals”—tried to persuade the land office officials to

institute a system of annual rental for the lots in the

townsite; or, if not this, at least a stipulation in any

deed that it was not transferable and that in 90 days

if steps were not made to adequately improve, the lot

would revert to the Government. In this, although

we had the backing of at least one member of the

Commission, we were unsuccessful, and the land was

sold to the highest bidder with the understanding

that no taxes were to be levied on it for five years,

the only restriction being that use of the land for

immoral purposes or for the selling of liquor would

invalidate the title.

You may imagine the result this year. Lots that

were purchased for five hundred dollars are now held

at five thousand dollars. An ugly little town of ram

shackle buildings averaging less than $600 apiece has

sprung up like a rotten fungus. Scattered all over

the townsite are frail houses. Miles of unnecessary

streets, sewer lines, pipe lines, etc., will have to be

built to serve the scattered population. It is as good

an example of the evils of land speculation as may

be imagined. Newcomers desirous of engaging in

various enterprises, laborers desirous of establish

ing themselves, find themselves thwarted on every

hand by high rentals and high rental values. The

absence of a railroad which heretofore was the prin

cipal barrier to development has been replaced by

a land-value's barrier. One obstacle has been re

moved only to erect another. To say the least, it's

a very bad condition of affairs.

It was an extremely difficult and delicate subject

when the laborers on the railroad struck for higher

wages to decide what was a just wage. The Com

mission appointed to make this decision evidently

had accurate scales at their disposal for they con

cluded 42% cents per hour. Note the 33 cent. That

is splitting it pretty fine.

But what is a mere obstacle in the shape of a land

lord going to obtain: this person, who as an

economic asset rates at about 40 below zero? This

person who merely gets in the way. Why, he can

obtain all that he can get and the Government wishes

him Godspeed in the getting. Evidently, if we are

going to judge by the rewards that the Government

sees fit to pay, one should seek not to be of use to

the Government but should study the gentle art of

idleness one's self, and all important, allow no one

else to labor or be of service unless they pay you

as a landowner.

OLE OLSON O'LAUGHLIN.

:: *%

PROGRESSIVE LATIN-AMERICA.

Chicago, May 16, 1916.

The May number of the Spanish Single Taxer gives

a full report of the progress of the Singletax in

South America. It says: “The Georgian movement

is advancing with astonishing rapidity in Latin

American countries. These republics hasten to a

realization of a great economic revolution, welcom

ing the message of Henry George and spurning, as
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with a kick, the sciences and institutions of effete

Europe, with her history of failures.

Argentina.

“Recently in the House of Deputies there was

approved a proposal that the Minister of State re

port on the possibility of covering the State (na

tional) budget with the Singletax. This will un

doubtedly cause interesting debates at the next ses

sion of the Legislature.” . . .

“A committee of South American Singletaxers has

been formed to work for the abolition of custom

houses and tariffs between the different South Amer

ican countries, with a view of making a free trade

federation, similar to that of the United States.”

Dr. Felix Vitale of Montevideo is president, C. N.

Macintosh treasurer, Dr. Alfredo Bastos, secretary.

The committee will be composed of members from

Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Uruguay, Paraguay and

Chile. Their program is:

(1) To gradually and methodically initiate a change

in the present taxing regime, introducing a singletax on

land values, freeing capital and labor from all taxes

that tend to restrict their full activities.

(2) To promote an organization of one or various

committees or leagues in each country for the active

propaganda of our economic ideals, proposing their adop

tion by national, provincial and municipal legislative

bodies.

(3) To promote the translation, printing and distribu

tion of books and leaflets for the propagation of this

knowledge.

(4) To promote the formation of a Reference Library

in Buenos Aires and other South American countries.

(5) To promote the study of this reform in the univer

sities.

(6) To promote the interchange of lecturers between

South American republics.

(7) To establish a South American Review to record

the progress of the movement.

(8) To promote a South American Congress in the

year 1916 at Buenos Aires and in succeeding years in

other capitals.

(9) To study and promote the reduction and abolition

of custom house tariffs that tend to hamper commercial

relations between South American countries.

Bolivia.

“Three members of the South American Singletax

Committee, of which two are deputies and chiefs of

the Liberal and Radical parties, have presented a

plan for the Singletax to encourage the improvement

of local farms. This project was approved by the

Administration's Legislative local commission. In

its report it expressed the conviction that this land

tax scheme should also apply to the budget of the

State. The project was presented to the Legislature

by Mr. Lavadenz. It will undoubtedly receive fair

consideration.”

Brazil.

In his message of this year the governor of the

State of Rio Grande of the South has confirmed the

success of the land value tax as a fiscal measure.

The records show that in 1914 there were 190,000

who paid taxes on the market value of their land,

exclusive of improvements. The land value tax, in

stituted by the law of 1902, says the message under

went modification by virtue of the law of 1913 ex

cluding the incidence of the tax on improvements,

which, until then were taken into account by the

valuation of the “immovables.” In 1902 there were

collected by this plan 996 contos; in 1914, after the

law had been changed, there were collected 3,000

contoS.

Even though the improvements were exempted, the

income provided has tripled in one decade. It has

contributed to the progressive increase of the suc

cessive valuations of Rio Grande lands, and to the

careful periodical revision and preparation for the

tax collection.

The land owners before contributed 996 contos

for the maintenance of the State and now contribute

3,000. They used to pay other taxes, such as stamp

tax, octroi tax, etc.; now they pay on their land

values 2,000 contos more, which they do not feel

directly, as there has been an increase in the value

of their property, and they are exempted from

paying all other taxes.

An Important Initiative.

The Mayor of Nictheroy, capital of the State of

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in a strong message, an

nounces his resolution to initiate the Singletax to

take the place of other taxes. -

Here are some paragraphs from his message:

It appears that the fundamental plans of a great

national party of today must include the radical reform

of our asphyxiating methods of raising public revenue.

That reform must direct the way toward the doctrine

of the singletax of Henry George.

This is not the place to expound the fundamental ideas

of this doctrine nor to emphasize its high moral and

social fairness.

But carefully considered exclusively as an economic

measure it is admirable. While taxes are always para

sitical and noxious for the creation of private wealth,

the singletax on the value of the naked land is a pro

pulsive element of economic life and an agent of public

wealth.

During the coming year I will have to initiate the es

tablishment of the land tax in this municipality so that

the budget for 1917 can be introduced on the firm basis

of the grand reform.

To begin with, the tax will have to be applied with

a very low rate in the zone already taxed. Little by

little this zone will be enlarged and the rate increased.

At the same time taxes on industry must be gradually

decreased until they entirely disappear.

Finally, after tedious and serious effort we shall grad

ually arrive at the complete transformation of our pres

ent system of taxation and shall have implanted the new

regime, which will work a wonderful improvement in the

economic condition of this city, furnishing an object les

son that will result in the adoption of the new method

throughout the whole country.

The Truth Progressing

There is at present developing in the State of

St. Paul, Brazil, an agitation that has many of the

distinguishing features of the movement in the

Canadian Great Northwest toward the Singletax by

the carefully considered method of its management,

and the large material interests involved.

The importance of this agitation may be inferred

by a resolution unanimously adopted at one of the

recent sessions of the Paulista Agricultural Society,

representing thirty thousand planters of that State,

pledging themselves to study the Singletax, and

the method of its application as a system of taxation.

Doctor Augusto de Silva Telles, president of the

association, addressing the meeting, said:

The philosophical reasoning of the singletax is irre

futable. The tax will fall on the land, the primary

source of wealth. To burden the fruits of labor is to

punish the efforts of the capable.



June 9, 1916.
537

The Public

Experience has already demonstrated the great bene

fits resulting from the adoption of the Singletax. The

state of Saint Paul cannot remain indifferent to the

transcending importance of this great problem. Let us

at this moment begin the investigation of the difficulties

of the tax question among ourselves.

Dr. Silva Telles is a member of the South Amer

ican Singletax Committee. -

Costa Rica.

The President of this republic has advised the

Argentine Singletax League of his desire to intro

duce the Henry George system in that nation, as

note the paragraph from his letter:

It is true that those in charge of the public adminis

tration of this country believe that the time has come

to consider and ascertain the course most ample and

rational for a system of national taxation, and at pres

ent this recommendation excites our sincere enthusiasm.

Uruguay. -

This republic has just completed a system of val

uation in its whole territory, and has voted a fixed

(flat) rate of taxation (inmobiliario) on this valua

tion, exempting improvements. In all the Depart

ments of the Coast and Interior they are ripe for a

more radical reform.

The municipalities, in increasing numbers, are de

manding of the government the right to utilize the

national land valuation as a basis for municipal

taxes. Among these the municipality of Montevideo

asks permission to transfer its taxes for illumination

and sanitation to the Territorial National Valuation.

The great landlords are desperately resisting the

approval of the territorial tax or the new valuation,

but they will fail, and because of this failure they

will soon suffer greater losses. -

A Prediction.

South America with its marvelous resources and

great variations of climate, economically free, could

easily support in comfort and luxury the world's

population. Unless Privilege soon finds a way to

check the efforts of these mad reformers the bene

ficial results of their grand work will begin to mani

fest itself, before many years, throughout all civil

ized nations and Europe.

The lure of opportunity will attract Labor and

Capital from all directions, thus putting every other

country on the defensive, and a break will have

been made in the economic stress of the world. Re

forms now impossible will then come about auto

matically. Illinois will probably have Direct Legisla

tionſ, and Chicago may have Municipal Ownership

of its Public Utilities. Let's hope.

§ {}

SYDNEYADOPTSLANDVALUETAXATION

Sydney, N. S. W., April 20.

On the thirteenth day of April the Sydney City

Council decided to impose all its taxation, or rates on

the value of land apart from all improvements. This

reform has been demanded for years. At the recent

City Council elections a majority was elected in

favor of it. The new Lord Mayor, the Right Honor

able R. D. Meagher, M. L. A., lost no time in get

ting to work, and when the time came to strike

the rate the old brigade collapsed. It was only able

to formally move an amendment which was sup

ported by two votes (mover and seconder).

C. L. LOGAN.

In moving the adoption of the new system the

Lord Mayor said: “That since the inauguration of

the council in 1843 the rates had always been

raised either upon the rental or improved values

alone, or upon the rental and unimproved values com

bined, and now for the first time they had adopted

the “up-to-date and scientific system” entirely, and

he was very proud of having brought this into oper

ation during his term. Sydney was the first of all

cities in the Empire having the status of Lord May

oralty to adopt the principle, and he hoped the

precedent established would be followed by all.”

The reformers had to face heavy odds. The daily

press of the city was almost entirely hostile. When

it was all over, and the victory was won it passed

almost unnoticed, so far as the press was concerned.

Several days later the “Daily Telegraph” had a weak

article on the subject, from which I quote the fol

lowing. “The principle established by the new form

of rating is that it leaves out of consideration and

unrated the £45,000,000 of buildings and improve

ments upon the land within the city boundaries,

thus casting the entire burden upon the £27,000,000

of ground values, and whereas a rate of 4d in the

pound has now been struck upon that £27,000,000,

yielding £453,000, a rate of 11%d upon the improved

value would have produced an equal revenue.

Ground taxation is one of the ideals of the Labor

Party, and there are many others who hold similar

views. That value has been given, they argue, not

by the owners, but by the people, and it therefore

belongs to them, while by leaving all improvements

untaxed owners will be stimulated to put their land

to the best advantage, and erect as many improve

ments as possible.”

Sydney is the capital of New South Wales, the

most populous State in the Australian Common

wealth. It is the largest city of the continent, and

destined to be one of the greatest cities in the

world. From henceforth as it grows, and the value

of land increases, the citizens will share in that pub

lic value which arises because of the growth of pop

ulation. The user and non-user of land are on an

equal footing. Each owner pays taxation for the city

services, not upon his industry, but upon the bare

value of the portion of land he holds.

The area controlled by the city council is com

paratively small. It is surrounded by 40 suburban

municipalities and one shire. The total area is 123,

299 acres. The latest population figures are 713,260,

and the value of land is set down at £53,138,686.

Proposals for a Greater Sydney have been talked

about for years, and a scheme drawn up, but no

progress has been made with it. Throughout the

whole of that area the whole of the municipal taxa

tion this year will be drawn from the value of land

exclusive of all improvements, except several hun

dred pounds in a couple of the suburban areas. There

are no taxes on personal property.

In addition to the metropolitan area given there is

an outer area where quite a number of city business

men and workers live. It comprises at least 400,000

acres, increasing the population to 800,000, and the

land values to £60,000,000. In this outer area all

local taxation is drawn from the value of land only,

except in the municipality of Parramatta. This is a

very slow, old-fashioned place, which has not been
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able to keep abreast of the times, but even in Parra

matta fully three-fourths of the local taxation is

drawn from land values.

Sydney and the surrounding suburbs now show

the most striking example to the world of the prac

tical application of the principles of Henry George.

Here you will find an installment of the Singletax

system working in its best and simplest form. Not

even in the United States is there such a monument

to the genius and humanity of the Prophet of San

Francisco. The suburbs and the rest of the State

have for years obtained nearly all their taxation from

land values. The success of the system is universal

and unquestioned. Most people wonder how it is that

it was not adopted sooner.

A. G.

==

INCIDENTAL SUGGESTIONS

ARMOR PLATE PROFITs.
Sioux Falls, S. D., May 31.

On May 29th, 1916, the Daily Argus-Leader printed

the paid advertisement of the Bethlehem Steel Co.,

under the title “Why We Are Opposing a Govern

ment Armor Plant,” and they say:

The reason we oppose a Government plant is very

simple. It is this: Even though there is but little profit

in the making of armor, we have invested over $7,000,000

in our armor plant. CHARLES M. SCHWAB.

This statement is false. The admitted facts, dur

ing a discussion of this question in the Senate of

the United States, was that the Bethlehem Steel

Company made a profit out of the first contract they

received from the Government sufficient to pay for

their armor plate factory. It was further proven in

the Senate that the Bethlehem Steel Co. was sell

ing armor plate to the Austrian government for $250

a ton. In fact, I was present in Vienna when the

president of the Bethlehem Steel Co. came there and

requested the American Minister, Bartlett Tripp, to

introduce him to the authorities of the Austrian gov

ernment in order to place him in a position to se

cure a contract from that government for the sale

of his armor plate at $250 a ton. At the same time,

the Bethlehem Steel Co. was selling armor plate

to the Government of the United States at $550 per

ton, making a clear profit of $300 per ton above the

price which they charged the Austrian government.

At that time, Mr. Schwab was superintendent of

the Carnegie Steel Works and they were also mak

ing armor plate for the United States Government

at the same time and when the Government called

Mr. Carnegie to account because his armor plate

was full of holes and worthless, he said that Schwab,

now president of the Bethlehem Steel Co., was to

blame for it all. Under these circumstances, why

should anybody pay any attention to Mr. Schwab's

statement?

In the spring of the year 1900, the Naval Appro

priation Bill passed the House, providing for the

manufacture of 35,000 tons of armor plate, enough

armor plate to supply the Government for five years

in advance. I opposed this appropriation and stated

in the Senate that the Bethlehem Steel Co. and the

Carnegie Steel Co. were in collusion; that they would

bid each for one-half of the 35,000 tons of armor

HUIE.

plate at the same price and that it was immoral for

the Government to encourage this kind of a hold-up

and that therefore we should build our own armor

plate factory. I stated that an armor plate factory

could be built for $1,500,000 and that the profit on

this 35,000 tons of armor plate, above a fair profit,

was $300 per ton or $10,500,000; that this vast profit

would be divided between the Bethlehem Steel Co.

and Schwab, who was conducting the Carnegie Steel

Co., and I therefore moved that the Government

construct an armor plate factory for $1,500,000 and

turn the other $9,000,000 excess profit back to the

treasury. My amendment was voted down.

I then said that the reason we were contracting

for armor plate enough to supply us for five years

was because of the campaign coming on in which

the Republican party would be required to raise an

enormous corruption fund in order to be returned

to power. I said that out of this ten million dollar

excess profit on the 35,000 tons of armor plate, these

corporations would give one million dollars to Hanna

to be used for the campaign; that Cramp, the ship

builder, had given to the last Republican Harrison

campaign $400,000 and that this contribution of $10,

500,000 of excess profits to the Armor Plate ring was

too high a price to pay for a $1,000,000 contribution

to the Republican campaign fund, and I therefore

moved another amendment that a million dollars

be appropriated direct to the Republican Campaign

Fund from the treasury and another million and a

half to build an armor plate factory, thus saving

eight million dollars of excess profits to the taxpay

ers of the country. I demanded a roll call and my

amendments were both defeated.

In August of that year, the Navy Department ad

vertised for bids and Schwab, on the part of Car

negie, bid for half of the 35,000 tons of armor plate

at $555 a ton and the Bethlehem Steel Co. bid on

the other half of the 35,000 tons at exactly the same

price. The Midvale people had steel works near

Harrisburg, but had no armor plant, and they bid

for the whole 35,000 tons at two and a half million

dollars less than the Bethlehem Steel Co. and the

Carnegie Steel Works had bid, but the Midvale peo

ple did not get the contract. The Navy Department

could not give it to them, the Midvale people, be

cause Carnegie and the Bethlehem people had put

up one million dollars for the Republican campaign

and must have it back out of the armor plate con

tract. So the Navy Department rejected all bids,

waited until after election and then let the contract

to Schwab and the Bethlehem Steel Co., each get

ting half of the 35,000 tons at $555 per ton.

I would like to ask the people of Sioux Falls what

they think of a newspaper which, for pay, will pub

lish Bulletin No. 2 for Chas. M. Schwab in Order

to create sentiment and prejudice in favor of the

Bethlehem Steel Co., so that they may continue to

get big profits from the people of the United States?

R. F. PETTIGREW.

ºf ºf

PROTECTION AND NATIONAL HONOR.

Englewood, N. J., June 2.

There has been talk of the necessity of raising the

tariff after the war to prevent our being the dump

ing-ground of European goods. I would suggest an

alternative. Provide for a drafting of four or five
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million of our workers, blind them and maim them

and we'll be able to compete with Europe's cripples

on terms of reasonable equality. I suggest this to

the platform builders of both parties as providing

less “restraint of trade” than a raised tariff.

While I’m writing, I’d like to inquire what Mr.

Roosevelt's blither is about? He cries “I’m for

America!” Where's the argument? So are we all.

And perhaps there are those of us who care not only

for America but for the honor of America and bear

Mr. Roosevelt an everlasting grudge because the rape

of Panama, of which he boasts, put us internation

ally, in the criminal class. Whatever Panama is

worth to us, it would have been worth more to have

it “come clean.”

DAN FELLOWS PLATT.

NEWS NARRATIVE

The figures in brackets at the ends of paragraphs refer

to volumes and pages of The Public for earlier informa

tion on the same subject.

Week ending Tuesday, June 6, 1916.

Congressional Doings.

The nomination of Louis D. Brandeis as Asso

ciate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United

States was confirmed by the Senate on June 1 by

a vote of 47 to 22. Three Republicans voted with

the majority. These were La Follette of Wiscon

sin, Norris of Nebraska and Poindexter of Wash

ington. Clapp of Minnesota and Gronna of North

Dakota also favored his confirmation but were

paired with opponents and could not vote. New

lands of Nevada was the only Democrat to vote

against confirmation. Brandeis was sworn in as

Justice on June 5. [See current volume, pages 97,

106, 513.]

§

The House bill revoking grant of 2,300,000 acres

of Orgeon and California land to the Southern

Pacific Railroad was passed by the Senate on June

1. The timber on the land is alone valued at

$50,000,000. The grant was made in 1866 and

conditions included were that the land should be

sold to actual settlers only, that the price should

not exceed $2.50 an acre and that no tract larger

than 160 acres should be sold to any individual.

These conditions have all been violated. The orig

inal grant was 3,200,000 acres but 900,000 acres

have been sold, mostly in large tracts to speculat

ors and big corporations at an average price of

$5.50 an acre. Congress in 1908 instructed the

Department of Justice to bring proceedings to

cancel the grant. It was not until December 9,

1915, that the Supreme Court decided against the

road. The bill restoring the remaining 2,300,000

acres requires that the Southern Pacific be paid

for its equity $8,000,000, less whatever part of the

$5,000,000 received for 900,000 acres sold, the De

partment of Justice holds should be deducted.

§

The bill appropriating $269,000,000 for the navy

passed the House on June 2. Although the ap

propriation is the largest ever made, it does not sat

isfy the big navy advocates and is spoken of in

the dispatches as the “little navy” bill. It carries

an appropriation of $11,000,000 for a government

armor plate plant. It calls for the building within

the next five years of 5 battle cruisers, 10 de

stroyers, 50 submarines, and 130 aeroplanes, and

authorizes an increase of 17,000 enlisted men. The

vote on final passage was 358 to 4. These four

were Browning of New Jersey, Graham of Pennsyl

vania, who thought the appropriation too small;

and Randall of California and London of New

York, who held it to be too large. Before pass

age the House rejected by a vote of 189 to 183 the

recommendations of the general naval board for

enormously greater increases including building

within the next three years of a number of dread

naughts. Twenty-five Democrats voted with the

minority. They were Bruckner, Caldwell, Carew,

Dale, Dowling, Driscoll, Farley, Flynn, Griffin,

Hamill, Hulbert, Loft, Oglesby and Patten of New

York: Du Pre of Louisiana, Eagan of New Jer

sey, Gallagher, McAndrews, McDermott, and Stone

of Hllinois, Sullivan, Tague and Phelan of Massa

chusetts, O'Shaughnessy of Rhode Island, and

Steele of Pennsylvania. Eighteen Republicans

voted with the majority. These were Cary and

Nelson of Wisconsin, Cramton and La Follette of

Michigan, Dillon of South Dakota, Ellsworth of

Minnesota, Good, Haugen and Ramsayer of Iowa,

Hollingsworth, McCulloch, Ricketts, Russell and

Switzer of Ohio; Mondell of Wyoming, Morgan of

Oklahoma, and Norton and Young of North Da

kota.

º; º;

To Push the Crosser Bill.

The New York Congestion Committee, with

headquarters at 320 Broadway has issued an appeal

in behalf of the Crosser bill providing for coloniz

ing of the unemployed on public lands or lands to

he acquired by the government. The appeal states:

All the best farming land in the country has been

given away, and although there are approximately

280,000,000 acres of vacant public lands, exclusive

of the area of Alaska, a relatively small proportion

of this is suitable for agriculture, without the ex

penditure of considerable capital. Much of the land

given under the homestead laws has been sold by

those to whom it was issued, for speculative pur

poses. It is impractical for people to locate on the

land without having money, and most tenant farm

ers have a hard struggle to “break even,” while

some of them are even losing money, Settlers on

land need ready capital.

The Jewish Agricultural and Aid Society of New

York City recently made the statement:

On the whole we would not feel warranted in advising
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any man to buy a farm unless he had a minimum capital

of $1,000. Even then he will need our assistance. With

out it $1,500 to $2,000 is little enough. The same holds

good even in homesteading on Government land where

the land costs nothing.

The Secretary of State of Utah stated:

It requires from $2,000 to $3,000 capital to get fairly

well established on even free land, and more than those

amounts when water must be purchased for irrigation.

The value of farm land in the United States is

increasing very rapidly. The Monthly Crop Report

of the Department of Agriculture for April 15, 1916,

States:

The value of farm lands of the United States is esti

mated at $45.55 per acre, as compared with $40.85 a year

ago, $40.31 two years ago, $38.10 three years ago and

$36.23 four years ago. The census reported the value of

farm lands in 1910 as $32.40 and in 1900 as $15.57 per acre.

The urban population of the country is increasing

Very much more rapidly than the agricultural, and

it is extremely important to encourage more people

to be directly producers on the soil. Important and

beneficial as rural credits and land banks may be to

those who already own real estate, the average ten

ant farmer or peasant dweller in the city who de

sires to farm will receive little, if any, benefit from

these measures, because he has not security for a

loan. -

We believe that you will favor the Crosser coloni

zation bill, and we ask that you communicate with

the members of the House Committee on Public

Lands as follows: Scott Ferris, Oklahoma, chair

man; Edward T. Taylor, Colorado; John E. Raker,

California; Carl Hayden, Arizona; Thomas Stout,

Montana; Denver S. Church, California; C. C. Dill,

Washington; James H. May, Utah; John N. Tillman,

Arkansas; Harry L. Gandy, South Dakota; Jeff Mc

Lemore, Texas; J. McClintic, Oklahoma; Irvine L.

Lenroot, Wisconsin; William L. LaFollette, Wash

ington; William Kent, California; Nicholas J. Sin

nott, Oregon; Addison T. Smith, Idaho; Louis C.

Cramton, Michigan; Charles B. Timberlake, Colo

rado; Richard P. Freeman, Connecticut, and James

Wickersham, Alaska

In any case write the chairman of the committee

and the introducer of the bill, Honorable Robert

Crosser.

{}

Suffrage Results.

Incomplete returns from the Iowa election of

June 5 indicate that the woman suffrage amend

ment has lost by approximately 5,000 majority.

|See vol. xviii., p. 263, current volume, page 517.

The Arkansas Democratic State Convention on

June 1 declared for submission to the voters of

constitutional amendments providing for woman's

suffrage, and for four year terms for state officers

to be subject to the recall.

# 3

Preparedness Parades.

The Chicago Preparedness Parade on June 3

contained 130,214 marchers, according to all the

morning papers of June 4. The Day Book of June

2 in telling of methods used to get marchers said:

Behind the organization of the parade has been

the peculiar secrecy and power that goes with Big

Business. The Western Electric Co., for instance,

has ordered its workers to march tomorrow, the

same way it ordered them to go on the Eastland

picnic. There's no force or compulsion about it.

But everybody out at Hawthorne understands they'll

hold their jobs and get along better if they march.

Employes of Montgomery, Ward & Co. say the

word is definite at that place that they must march.

And the $6-a-week clerks working for The Fair on

State street are expected to spend about four hours'

wages for flags to carry on parade.

So far no case has come to light of any employer

so cheap that he is going to dock the wages of his

workers while they are on parade.

All employed on the piece-work system, however,

will lose money on the parade. -

It's wise to get ready, according to the Illinois

Manufacturers' Association, which has sent out a

letter reading in part:

“March now or you will have to march later. Do

not follow the example of the foolish virgins. Trim

your lamps or get trimmed.”

§

An incident of the parade was the arrest of Cap

tain Horace Wild of the United States Army Avi

ation corps, and Edward B. Thomas, for protest

ing against tearing down by the police of a sign

hung from the rooms of the Woman's Peace Party

on Michigan avenue. The sign was as follows:

To the Marchers: There are 100,000 of you. You

are not the only patriots. Two million farmers, half

a million mine workers and organized labor through:

out America are against what you are marching for.

Are you sure you're right?

{}

Other preparedness parades were held on the

same day in New Orleans, Memphis, Salt Lake

City, Providence, Hartford, Cairo, Illinois, Spring

field, Illinois, Springfield, Ohio, and Lima, Ohio.

On account of failure to secure the endorsement of

business men, the proposed parade at Kansas City

was abandoned.

{:} {}

New York Quakers Oppose Militarism.

At the meeting of the Society of Friends in New

York on May 30, the peace committee recom

mended to members in regard to the enactments

for compulsory military training:

Not to comply with the provisions of any law re

quiring them or their children to submit to military

training, either as individuals or in schools con

trolled or supported by Friends.

That our meeting houses be made rallying places

for campaigns to oppose the militaristic spirit, in

crease of armament and other warlike preparations.

That members join anti-militaristic principles of the

Society of Friends, announcing their belief in the

utter unrighteousness of all war.

The recommendation was unanimously ap

proved. [See current volume, page 491.]
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Bouck White's Case.

After being refused a jury trial, Bouck White

was found guilty of desecrating the flag by the

judges of the Court of Special Sessions at New

York on June 2, and sentenced to 30 days in jail

and to pay a fine of $1,000. The alleged desecra

tion consisted in issuing of a circular containing a

cartoon on which a demon labeled “Militarism”

has been killed by a lightning flash emanating

from a red banner labeled “Internationalism.” The

dead demon clutching a bag with a dollar mark

thereon, was represented as having fallen on an

American flag. The Associated Press sent out an

erroneous report saying that the “circular bore

a cartoon representing the flag lying blood

soaked beneath an “international flag,' and with

dollar signs in lieu of stars.” White was asked

if he had not once said the flag no longer repre

sents idealism, but vulgar and greedy profit-grab

bing. On answering in the affirmative Justice Mc

Inerny advised him to find some country that he

liked better. [See current volume, page 394.]

Labor Notes. {:} {}

A conference began on June 2 at New York be

tween railroad managers and representatives of

railroad workers demanding an eight-hour day and

time and a half for overtime. The meeting was

arranged by the United States Board of Media

tion and Conciliation. An effort will be made to

reach an agreement and avert a strike.

§

The cases were dismissed on May 25 by Judge

Cooper at Canon City, Colorado, of 90 Colorado

miners indicted on charges arising from a battle at

Chandler during the strike on April 25, 1914.

{}

A strike of 10,000 longshoremen took place at

Pacific Coast ports on June 1 due to disagreement

on wage demands. On June 3 the men were re

quested by Secretary of Labor Wilson to return to

work, on the ground that an agreement made in

December requires that a day's notice be given

before going on strike.

§ {}

The Magon Case.

From a reliable source which cannot be disclosed

comes the following account of treatment of Ri

cardo and Flores Magon, editors of Regeneracion,

the organ of Mexican radicals, published at Los

Angeles, who are under arrest in that city for pub

lishing matter derogatory of Carranza. The re

port states:

The trial was set for May 31, but was postponed

because Ricardo is ill in the county hospital. Both

men had been beat up when arrested. They are

only allowed to be visited twice a week by their

wives, and all other callers are denied admittance,

though no such restriction exists for other prisoners.

After telling of the hard struggle of the broth

ers, before the trouble, to keep up their paper, the

report continues:

Then came the arrest and Ricardo's doom.

From neurasthenia, in an advanced stage with

which he is troubled, there is danger of consump

tion, lunacy or death when not properly cared for.

The lack of sunshine, fresh air and exercise that

both brothers have to endure here, as well as the

nervous tension, have worked on Ricardo's health.

To save Ricardo's life, after a desperate effort,

their lawyer succeeded, with help from outside, in

getting them before Judge Trippet in hopes of se

curing a reduction in required bail of $5,000.

Then the Assistant U. S. District Attorney Moody

—acting in absence of the prosecutor, Gallagher

gave to the Times a public report that he after

wards sprang in open court, saying:

Many copies of “Regeneracion” are sent to Columbus,

N. M., and we have information that the attack on the

“gringoes” on the morning of March 9 was in a measure

due to the teachings of the seditious sheet. If Magon

was dying I would oppose a reduction of the bond. If

released on a smaller bond he is likely to assist in the

killing of some other good Americans through the in

flammatory utterances of his papers.

This is foolish. Villa has different ideas from

theirs.

Two doctors testified on the witness stand that

Ricardo was dangerously sick and in urgent need of

being free, at home, to have his family care, lots

of sunshine, fresh air and rest. The Federal doctor

agreed with them regarding the seriousness of

Ricardo's health.

Judge Trippet nevertheless ordered him to the

county hospital as a prisoner.

Ricardo was taken over there, and now he is in a

worse position and condition that he was before.

As soon as he arrived there he was locked in a

small cell and there he is kept still, without exer

cise, without sunshine, breathing bad air that comes

through the window and door. And to make the

thing worse, he is forbidden visitors ..and the other

prisoners are forbidden to speak to him.

“Regeneracion's" second class privilege has finally

been taken away by the post office authorities. They

claim it is not a newspaper because it incites to

revolution.

§ {}

Antarctic Exploration.

Lieutenant Ernest Shackleton has arrived at

Port Stanley, Falkland Islands, from which he

forwards a dispatch. His ship, Endurance, was

crushed by ice in Weddell Sea, and abandoned by

all hands on October 27. Shackleton and his crew

reached Elephant Island in boats on April 14. On

the 24th of April, owing to shortage of food, he

set out with five men in a 22-foot boat, and after

thirty-seven days they reached the Falkland

Islands. As the party had provisions for only five

weeks, the need of a rescuing expedition is urgent.

Of the work accomplished Lieutenant Shackleton

SaVS :

The work of the expedition to date includes the

discovery of 200 miles of new coast line, a complete

hydrological survey of the Weddell sea, the elimina
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tion of South Greenland from the map, continuous

magnetic and meteorological observations, important

biological observations, cinema records to October

30 and photographic records up to date.

[Sec current volume, page 326.]

- § {}

Mexico.

The meeting between General Pershing and

General Gavira, which was arranged by General

Funston, took place at the United States army

headquarters at Colonia Dublan on the 2d. No

report has been given out of the result of the con

ference, but both generals expressed themselves as

very well pleased. It is understood that plans were

agreed upon for future action in hunting down the

local bandits. It is announced that 20,000 Car

ranza troops have been spread over the territory

not covered by General Pershing. No action has

been taken by the Washington Administration on

the request of the Mexican government for the

withdrawal of the American troops. [See current

volume, page 515.]

- §

Santo Domingo.

The native rebellion appears to be assuming

greater proportions. Captain Herbert L. Her

shinger, of the marine corps, was killed while

landing his men. When the forces now on the way

reach Puerta Plata, Rear Admiral Caperton will

have 3,000 marines at his command. The Secre

tary of the Navy believes this sufficient to main

tain order in Haiti and Santo Domingo. [See

current volume, page 493.]

§ {}

Denmark's Constitution.

The new constitution of Denmark, which passed

the Danish Parliament unanimously a year ago,

went into effect on the fifth. This constitution,

which is said to be the most democratic in Europe,

abolishes all political privileges based on the own

ership of land or capital. Universal equal suffrage

is given to all men and women 25 years of age.

The membership of the lower house is increased

from 114 to 140, that of the upper house from 66

to 72. The life of the lower house has been ex

tended from three to four years, and the upper

house from 6 to 8 years. The age limit of the lower

house has been reduced from 30 to 25 years; the

upper house remains at 30, with the provision that

it be reduced one year at each succeeding election

until the age of 25 is reached. The right of disso

lution which formerly rested with the upper house,

now, under certain conditions, rests with the lower

house. Numerous other provisions looking toward

applied democracy have been made in the new

constitution. [See vol. xviii, p. 172; current vol

ume, page 176.]

§ {:}

European War.

The great sea battle that occurred off the coast

of Denmark the evening and night of May 31

June 1 overshadowed for a brief spell the land op

erations. Reports of the action are still fragmen

tary and contradictory, but enough details have

been received to indicate a battle of large propor

tions, heavy losses, and uncertain effect. German

authorities claim a great victory for their fleet,

with slight German losses, and great damage to

the British fleet; but they offer few details. These

accounts are flatly denied by the British, who

claim a decisive victory, and, while admitting

heavy losses, claim even greater losses were suf

fered by their opponents. The present indications

are that a strong scouting British fleet was mak

ing its rounds of the North Sea, when in the late

afternoon of the 31st it sighted a German fleet in

the Skagerrack, off the northeast coast of Den

mark. The German fleet outnumbered the Brit

ish, and was accompanied by submarines and Zep

pelins. The British sent calls for their main fleet,

and engaged the German fleet in order to hold it

until the re-enforcements should arrive. During

the interval the German fleet inflicted heavy dam

age upon the British. But when the main British

fleet arrived upon the scene it inflicted heavy

losses on the Germans, who retreated to their forti

fied harbors. The British put the German loss at

two battle cruisers, one, and possibly two, battle

ships, four light cruisers, eight destroyers, and one

submarine. They admit the loss of three battle

cruisers, three cruisers, and eight destroyers. The

Germans admit the loss of one battleship, two

cruisers and five destroyers. The British put their

own loss of tonnage at 114,100, and the German

loss at 113,435. The loss of life by the British is

supposed to be between four and five thousand

men. No definite loss of the Germans has been

announced. | See current volume, page 515.]

Verdun has continued a seething caldron of

death for another week. The heavy German ad

vance west of the Meuse swept the French from

Deadman’s Hill, and crowded them back on a wide

front; but a counter charge of the French pressed

the Germans back to the position of a week ago,

leaving the hill in their possession. The German

offensive was then changed to the east side of the

Meuse, where their forces made considerable gains

in the neighborhood of the village of Vaux, only

to lose them again under counter charges of the

French. German authorities profess to be certain

of taking Verdun, while the French seem equally

confident that they will hold the position. On the

British front near Ypres heavy fighting has oc

curred, resulting in gains by the Germans, which

were again lost to the British. The Germans claim

that the Russian troops recently landed at Mar

seilles have not appeared in the fighting at any

point on the western front, which is taken to indi

cate secret preparation on the part of the Allies

for a new offensive at some point. No results of

importance are reported from the Riga-Dvinsk
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front; but there has been a vigorous offensive by

the Russians between the Pripet Marshes and the

Roumanian border. Petrograd reports successes

at several points in Galicia, and the capture of

13,000 Austrians. In Asia Minor the Russian ad

vance appears to have halted. The Turks, aided by

German and Austrian forces, appear to have com

pelled a retreat at points west of Erzerum. Petro

grad claims to have repulsed all attacks of the

Turkish forces.

{}

The Austrian advance in Italy has included the

capture of Asiago and Arsiero, small towns that

mark the end of spurs running out from the rail

road running north from Vicenza; but the slowing

down of the advance gives color to the claim of

Rome that the drive has spent its force. The

wedge driven into the Italian line has not as yet

enabled the Austrians to push their opponents

back on either side.

{}

German East Africa, the only territory on that

continent that has not fallen under the sway of

the Allies, is slowly yielding. The Belgian forces

have entered German East Africa from the Bel

gian Congo while the British forces in the south

are forcing the Germans back along the railroad

that runs from the coast back to Lake Tanganyika.

Although the German forces still keep the field,

they appear to be unable to withstand their oppon

ents.

{:}

A dispatch from Admiral Jellicoe announces the

loss of the Cruiser Hampshire by a mine or tor

pedo to the west of the Orkney Islands on the

5th. The Hampshire was on her way to Russia

with Earl Kitchener, British war minister, and

his staff. No word has been received of any sur

vivors, and it is supposed the official party has

perished. -

{} {}

China. -

Yuan Shih-Kai, President of China, is reported

to have died on the fifth. Though but fifty-seven

wears old, and the son of a district governor, Yuan

had an active part in his country's affairs from

his early manhood, and during his later years he

was the chief actor in the transition of China from

a monarchy to a republic and its return to a mon

archy and back to a republic. [See vol. xviii., p.

1221, current volume, page 472.]

{3}

“Passive resistance,” said Ferdinand La Salle,

. . . “is the resistance which does not resist.” Never

was there a greater mistake. It is the only resist

ance which in these days of military discipline re

sists with any result. . . . An insurrection is easily

quelled; but no army is willing or able to train its

guns on inoffensive people who do not even gather

in the streets but stay at home and stand back on

their rights.-Benjamin R. Tucker.

NEWS NOTES

—Although the Senate refused to confirm the ap

pointment of George H. Rublee as Interstate Trade

Commissioner, he will continue in office without sal

ary.

—Iowa Republicans nominated for governor on

June 6 W. L. Harding, the wet candidate, by a

majority of about 20,000. The Democrats nominated

E. T. Meredith, editor and publisher of Successful

Farming.

—Two National suffrage conventions met at Chi

cago in the week of June 5. The National Woman

Suffrage Association met on June 6 at the Princess

theater, and the Congressional Union on June 5 at

the Blackstone theater.

—Margaret Sanger was refused permission by the

police of St. Louis to address an open air meeting

on May 27, after the management of the Victoria

theater had refused to abide by its contract for the

use of the house that night.

—A Quaker immigrant applying for naturalization

papers to Judge Boyle of Camden, New Jersey, on

May 29, was refused citizenship because, in accord

ance with his religious principles, he refused to

promise to enlist in case of war, or to fight.

—According to Judge Henry Neil, New York City

spends $5,000,000 a year for the care of 22,000 chil

dren in institutions, or $227 per child. In 26 States

paying mothers' pensions, approximately 100,000

children are cared for at home at a cost to the

States of $10,000,000, or $100 per child.

—After having been forced by police of Lawrence,

Massachusetts, to leave that city, where he had

come to deliver an address, Joseph J. Ettor returned

with his attorney on May 27 and swore out warrants

for the four officers, charging them with kidnapping.

The preliminary hearing has been set for June 7.

—Immigrants entered the United States in April

to the number of 30,560; emigrants departing

amounted to 4,082. The nationality of the immi

grants was: English, 3,006; French, 2,581; German,

1,162; Greek, 4,194; Hebrew, 1,036; Irish, 1,472; Ital

ian, 4,944; Mexican, 1,504; Portuguese, 1,187; Scan

dinavian, 2,219; Scotch, 1,176; Spanish, 1,038. No

other nationality reached to a thousand. The net

gain in immigration for the ten months ending April,

1916, was 118,870. [See current volume, page 421.]

—Statistics of exports and imports of the United

States (see current volume, page 448) for the ten

months ending April, 1916, as given by the Bureau

of foreign and Domestic Commerce for April, 1916:

Exports. Imports. Balance.

Merchandise . $3,401,129,644 $1,722,422,115 $1,678,707,529. Ex.

Gold . . . . . . . . . 70,018,928 343,929,731 273,910,803. Im.

Silver . . . . . . . . 48,935,284 28,228,039 20,707,245. Ex.

Total . . . . . $3,520,083,856 $2,094,579,885 §1,425,503,971. Ex.

The exports for April, 1916, the twenty-first month

of the war, were $404,302,013, as compared with

$294,745,913 in April, 1915, and $162,552,570 in 1914.

The imports for April, 1916, were $217,759,397, as

compared with $160,576,106 in April, 1915, and $173,
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762,114 in 1914. The imports for April, 1916, exceed

the imports of any previous month during the past

eight years.

==

PRESS OPINIONS

Why They Want Teddy.

Chicago Day Book, June 5.-Big business was with

Taft in 1912, but it's lining up with Roosevelt now.

And I’ve wondered why. . . . Why are so many dyed.

in-the-wool reactionaries of 1912 so all-fired patriotic

and full of enthusiasm for T. R. in 1916? In look.

ing for clues to the mystery I ran across a story in

the Chicago Post to the effect that citizens of the

border States want the G. O. P. to nominate Roose

velt for President, and that Texas business men will

be here this week to tell the convention why they

want Teddy. Concerning Roosevelt the business

men say: “The people know what to expect from

him, if elected, better than from any other man.”

They also say: “The committee of one hundred is

made up of superintendents, managers, engineers

and others in charge of American properties in

northern Mexico and of influential business men of

the border States. Upon us rests the responsibility

of advising American settlers in Mexico as to the

future outlook, and it has reached such a point that

We cannot conscientiously do more than advise the

abandonment of operations in Mexico if Wilson is

again elected in November. Already some of us

have counseled the withdrawal of capital invested

in Mexico, as far as possible, and if Wilson is re

elected the withdrawal will be general.” There's a

clue worth following out. American capitalists with

mineral and land concessions in Mexico have been

trying to force Wilson to intervene in Mexico and

send into that country an army of occupation and

pacification. There is some reason for the suspicion

that certain Americans, financially interested in

Mexico, knew the Villa raid on Columbus was com

ing off four days before it actually happened. They

were all ready, with their tools in Washington, to

put up an awful roar in Congress and try to put

pressure on Wilson there. But the President out

played them by quickly rushing that punitive expe

dition across the border. . . Wilson won't grab

Mexico. He won't stand for anybody else doing it,

and is determined that Uncle Sam shall keep the

faith with our South American neighbors. So that

part of Big Biz that has millions at stake in Mexican

concessions has given up all hope of forcing Wilson

to do its will and is now making a big play to put

Roosevelt over as the man who grabbed Panama

and who wan't be afraid to grab Mexico. Of course

it wouldn't do to tell the folks that we need a big

army for the conquest of Mexico. It would set bet

ter on the national stomach to prepare to defend

our homes from German and Japanese attacks. A

'big navy could take care of attacks by sea, but a

big navy couldn't grab Mexico. We would need a

big army for that. And what Big Biz really wants

more than anything else by way of preparedness

for the work it has in mind is an army big enough

to cross the border, grab Mexico and march on down

the line to the Panama Canal.

RELATED THINGS

CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT

EPITAPH FOR A HERETIC.

We might have borne his doctrine, howe'er strange

And filled with portent of the hateful change

He warned us of; but he would shout his claims

In tones that challenged us to light the flames

Wherein he burned. He died not for his lie,-

Rather, because he held his head so high !

- Richard Warner Borst.

§ {}

A FAMILY AFFAIR.

A long time ago there was a Plot of Ground—

a very small one, on a gentle slope covered with

blossoming shrubs and wild flowers. It looked

out upon a wide bay and a superb river that came

sweeping down from the northern lakes and for

ests. As far as the record goes, it was for the

temporary use of any and all members of a large

and variously-endowed Family—it and many other

millions of variously-situated Plots of Ground,

arctic, temperate and tropic in respect to climate.

The first temporary possessors built shelters of

windfall sticks and bark, on growing piles of refuse

and rubbish. (In after ages men called them

“kitchen-middens.”) -

After awhile some of these members of the Fam

ily died with painful and poisonous diseases. Evi

dently (as they thought) it was because their evil

gods were on the warpath, so the survivors sent for

those who knew the Rules. Iloud noises, invoca

tions and sacrifices followed; the huts were burned

and new ones built close by, on the same kitchen

midden. One mind-using neighbor who kept much

to himself, ventured to intimate that the spring

might be cleaned out, and the rubbish thrown in

the river. He was called a Fool, and shortly

came to a violent end, for he had spoken against

the established Order of Things. The Plot of

Ground had nothing to say. -

After ten or twenty thousand years of frag

mentary use of the Plot of Ground it occurred to

some of the temporary possessors that a wooden

floor might have advantages, and in fact they be

gan to build quite grand semi-fortified houses.

They also dug holes under the floors, and invented

convenient lift-doors. These holes were used by

some to keep domestic animals in ; others chained

their enemies down there; a few bestowed all the

refuse and rubbish in these pits. This happens

even now among some members of Juke-like tribes

of people.

After awhile the house-dwellers had painful and

noisome diseases; they sent for the Established

Authorities who ordered them to sprinkle the pits

with rose-water and whitewash the floors. One

mind-using neighbor called this worse than use
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less, as it led men's thoughts from the real prob

lem. They named him a nuisance, and as he sar

castically persisted they forthwith abated him,

dropping him into one of the cellars, to insure his

silence.

More Visitations of Providence followed hard

upon this event, and the greatest of the priests of

the land came together in long ceremonial proces

sions, seven times seven times encircling the vil

lage. When a spiritual brother of the Nuisance

laughed at all this they called him an Abominable

Infidel, and presently he also was officially re

moved. We have no record of what the Plot of

Ground thought about it.

The river of time swept on down the centuries.

More homes were built on the Plot of Ground by

temporary occupants, each of whom began to say:

“This is mine—my home, for I built it; my land,

for I took it.”

Came then a mind-using neighbor, leaning on

one of the newly invented Fences, and said: “Of

course it’s your home, for your labor created it, but

the land was here in the beginning and will be

here until time is no more.”

“The land,” they replied, “is “our children’s.’”

“Why?” he asked.

Then they cried out against him, and sent for

the officials. The mildest name they gave him was

“crank”; from that it rose to radical, anarchist,

enemy of the social order! They put him in the

stocks; they threw dead cats, chunks of granite

and the like at him all day long. At sunset they

kicked him out of the town and advised him to go

somewhere else. The Plot of Ground shivered a

little; men called it an earthquake, caused by an

eclipse of the sun plus certain failures of worth

less people to pay their tithes and taxes.

As the wicked radical wandered off towards the

sunset, looking for some unoccupied land, he said

within his battered self: “Dead cats don’t dis

prove my fool-notion; I am still persuaded that

we are members of one big Family, and that all

the Plots of Ground are our heritage. Still,” he

added, “it’s a lonesome notion.” He sat down on

a rock, looking back at the town above the great

river—the town which was to become the greatest

city on earth—in two centuries more.

There was a young man resting in the shade

of the rock. He heard the exile say, “It’s a lone

some notion”; he arose and asked, “What is P’’

The two talked long together. At last the youth

reached out a toil-hardened hand: “I’ll go with

you, stranger, all the way. One and one make

two.”

The Thought had begun to broaden into other

places. It was on the road to become a Family

Affair. -

CHARLES H. SHINN.

§ {}

If there is anything that can not bear free thought,

let it crack.-Wendell Phillips.

THE BETTER CITY.

From An Article by Frederic C. Howe in the Inde

pendent of May 29.

The great cities of America and of the world are

those that spend generously; that have a big debt;

that own things and do things; and care for the

people rather than leave them to private exploita

tion. The German cities have the largest indebt

edness of any cities in the world, and in many ways

they spend more generously than do even our own

cities. We cannot have a city unless we are will

ing to pay for it, and we get bigger dividends from

this expenditure than from any other.

Who will pay the bills for this city of tomor

row * From what sources will we get our reve

nues? Providentially nature has provided a treas

ure house that we need only to tap to secure all the

revenues needed for every public use. That treas

ure house is the increasing land values of the city;

values that are created by the growth of popula

tion. Every person that comes to a city adds from

$600 to $1,000 to the value of its land. They

create an unearned increment which is appropri

ated by the land owner. This land value yields a

ground rent which in the city of New York is

estimated at nearly $250,000,000 a year. It is

from $40 to $50 per capita. And this value was

created by all the people, not by any individual.

It is a speculative value, due to the growth of the

city, which we permit private individuals to ap

propriate. German cities, Australian cities, Cana

dian cities are taking the taxes off houses, build

ings, improvements, and placing them all on the

land alone. They are appropriating the wealth

which was created by the community and which

belongs to the community, for running the city.

They are doing just what a private individual

would do with anything belonging to him. They

are doing this by taxing the increasing value of

the land which the city itself creates. And this

revenue is adequate for all possible uses. It in

creases from year to year with the growth of the

population. It is never exhausted. It is more

than sufficient for all of the needs of the city of

tomorrow, and by taxing it we compel those who

own land to either use it or sell their land to some

one who will. That is the great advantage of tax

ing land, of the single tax. It prevents land specu

lation and compels those who own land to build

houses or otherwise to improve their property,

rather than sit idle while the community goes on

enriching them by its growth.

These are some of the things that should be done

if we would have better towns to live in ; these are

the things that progressive cities all over the world

are doing in their recognition of the fact that the

city is a permanent thing and must be regulated

and controlled for the benefit of all.
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WAR’S BLIGHT.

Economic Aspects of the War. By Edwin J. Clapp.

Published by Yale University Press, New Haven,

Conn. 1915. Price $1.50 net, postpaid.

The outbreak of the war in 1914 led many econo

mists to predict wonderful prosperity for the

United States. In special articles, interviews with

financiers, and bold type editorials were pictured

the coming conquests of South American trade,

the enormous increase of exports, and the renewed

motion of the wheels of industry. Americans pre

pared to profit by the misfortune of their neigh

bors. Whether or not the profits came is the prob

lem discussed by Prof. Clapp.

At first glance it seems that the prophecies were

justified. South American trade has increased, at

least slightly. In one year exports in war mate

rials have increased $196,000,000, textiles and

hides $77,000,000, and foodstuffs and forage $469,

000,000. Along with this has come an abnormal

increase in the demand for skilled labor. The

wages of workers in munition factories have risen

tremendously. The farmers are benefiting from

the higher prices for their products.

But there is another side to the story, and the

author does not hesitate to tell it. Exports not

mentioned above have decreased over $382,000,000.

Southern planters are suffering from the British

embargo on cotton. Copper miners were unem

ployed for almost a year. Employes of importing

establishments lost their jobs. The demand for

longshoremen ceased. The consumers were also

made to feel the burden. The price of wheat rose

from 88 cents per bushel in July, 1914, to $1.76%

in January, 1915, and flour from $5.00 per barrel

to $8.25. The general rise in the cost of commodi

ties is a matter of common knowledge. This con

dition, says the author,

Can no more mean prosperity to the country than

an industrial community can be called prosperous

when a part of its men are working overtime earning

high wages and the other part are unemployed and

growing poorer each day. . . . It is a poor consola

tion to the pinched cotton farmers to know that the

ammunition makers in Bridgeport are working day

and night, that the machine tool works in Hartford

cannot fill their lathe orders, that the railroads haul

trainloads of war auto trucks from Detroit, that the

harness makers of Cincinnati are full of business,

or even that the wheat farmers of the West and the

packers of Chicago are rich. Lumbermen cannot be

shifted to a shoe factory and the tobacco raisers

of Kentucky and Tennessee are not trained to make

shrapnel shells. . . . The fact that some makers of

clothing can sell to Europe does not compensate the

clothing industry for not being able to sell to the

South.

Until those who sell lumber, tobacco, phosphate

rock, cotton, mineral oil, agricultural implements,

and naval stores reach their accustomed foreign

markets, we shall not again be a prosperous country.

It is a pity that the author suggests nothing

better than an embargo on munitions to force

England to lift the blockade against Germany.

The liberation of commerce on the high seas would

do much to relieve the situation, but as a measure

to materially reduce the cost of living and to re

move the other hardships incidental to the war it

seems utterly inadequate. Even in the most pros

perous years of peaceful times the cost of living

was rising, and many men were unemployed. For

real prosperity it is necessary to remove not only

England's blockade of the oceans but the monopo

lists’ blockade of the natural resources. Freedom

of trade on land is as essential as freedom on the

water.

HYMAN LEVINE.

§ {}

SHOWING. HOW NOT TO DO IT.

Principles of Labor Legislation. By John R. Com

mons and John B. Andrews. Published by Harper

Bros. Price $2.00 net.

E. Balfort Bax once said to John Burns, “When

you get all that you now ask for and call Social

ism, you will find that you have not arrived at your

goal.” Reading this volume in Harper's Citizen

series and marking the strides taken in the past

twenty years toward the amelioration of the lot

of the worker, then recalling the demands of the

Chartists, the Socialists and the Trade Unionists,

one sees that Bax was right, and that we may go

ahead as we please with our palliatives and yet

at the end be very much where we were at the

beginning just as long as the Great Evil is left

untouched. For while all labor legislation is good

insofar as it serves to make for solidarism, the fact

still persists that in the main it favors certain

classes—the aristocrats of labor are better pro

tected—and it becomes more and more apparent

as Henry George pointed out, that labor legisla

tion is, after all, but the necessary countering to

offset the evils of Protection. The under dog, the

unskilled laborer, the general office man, the flot

sam and jetsam of the labor world, are largely left

unaided.

The volume under discussion, which was pre

pared in co-operation with the American Bureau

of Industrial Research, emphasizes the principles

of labor law and not so much the details, and in

its completeness makes a book that is at once

unique and invaluable to the sociological student

and the economist. The reader closes the volume

feeling that while labor legislation has not yet ac

complished the millennium that reformers in the

early '70s thought it would, the general result has

been a tendency to equalize the struggle and utilize

the common interest for the public benefit.

CHAS. J. FINGER.
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Books received

—The Printing Trades. By Frank L. Shaw. Pub

lished by the Survey Committee of the Cleveland

Foundation, Cleveland, O. 1916. Price, 25 cents,

postpaid.

—The Teaching Staff. By Walter A. Jessup. Pub

lished by the Survey Committee of the Cleveland

Foundation, Cleveland, O. 1916. Price, 25 cents,

postpaid.

—History and Procedure of the House of Repre

sentatives. By De Alva Stanwood Alexander. Pub

lished by Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston. 1916. Price,

$2.00 net.

—The School and the Immigrant. By Herbert

Adolphus Miller. Published by the Survey Commit

tee of the Cleveland Foundation, Cleveland, O. 1916.

Price, 25 cents, postpaid.

—The Citizen's Book. Edited by Charles R. Heb

ble and Frank P. Goodwin. Published for the Cin

cinnati Chamber of Commerce, by Stewart & Kidd

Co., Cincinnati, O. 1916.

—The Enforcement of International Law, Through

Municipal Law in the United States. By Philip

Quincy Wright. Vol. V, Number 1, Studies in the

Social Sciences. Published by the University of Illi

nois, Urbana, Ill. Price, paper, $1.25 net.

—The Butter Industry in the United States: An

Economic Study of Butter and Oleomargarine. By

Edward Wiest. Whole Number 165, Columbia Uni

versity Studies in History, Economics and Public

Law. Longmans, Green & Co., Agents, New York.

1916. Price, paper, $2.00 net.

Willie's Mother—And what did mother's precious

learn at kindergarten today?

Precious Willie—Learned to say “Yes, ma'am,”

and “no, ma'am,” when teacher asked us things.

Willie's Mother—And did mother's precious always

do it?

Willie—Uh-huh.-Dayton Journal.

{} {}

Artist—“What’s the matter? It’s a good joke,

isn't it?”

“It’s a very good joke. The first time I heard

that joke I laughed till the tears rolled down my

pinafore.”—Life.

§ {}

Doubtful Tenant: “This house would suit, but I

don't like that beastly factory opposite.”

Agent's War Time Representative: “O, that's only

a new gunpowder works. It may blow up any min

ute.”

CEROTYPE

YOUR STATIONERY

What does that mean?

Just this: Make your stationery

attractive; distinctive and im

pressive, without going to the

high cost of engraving.

Cerotype printing is a method

of producing engraved stationery

at low cost, and for elegance

and dignity of appearance, this

method is unexcelled.

Write for samples of Cerotype

work and prices on your letter

heads, billheads, checks or any

other stationery.

FRANK McLEES & BROTHERS

18 Rose Street, NEW YORK

Cut and Cut-and-Engraved

Glass for Wedding Gifts

on the Single-Tax plan; that

is, no retail profit, as articles

are delivered to you direct from

our factory by Parcel Post.

NEWARK CUT G LASS CO.

Spoon Holders
fººm #2 tº $.75 61 Arlington St. Newark, N. J.

Send for Booklet illustrating other articles and patterns.

INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION

By CARL H. MOTE

Readers of The Public will find this book, pub

lished by the Bobbs-Merrill Company, helpful, not

so much for the conclusions the author draws from

his survey, as for the authentic information on In

dustrial Arbitration laws which have been enacted

in England, Germany, France, Australia, New

Zealand and Canada. Everyone interested in the

labor movement will find this book worth read

ing and also useful for reference.

$1.50 postpaid.

The Public, Ellsworth Building, Chicago.

Current Offers on “Public” Subscriptions

1.—A copy of “Progress and Poverty” or “Social Problems” free to new yearly

subscribers at the regular rate, $1.

2.—“Shortest Road to the Single Tax” free to new subscribers for three months, 25c.

3.—Club rate on yearly subscriptions—no premium books—three subscriptions, $2;

six, $4.
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The Mexican People:

Their Struggle for Freedom
By Guiterrez De Lara and Edgcumb Pinchon

In the first four chapters of this book the authors

examine the deep roots of Mexico's history. Then,

with a brilliant pen, they trace the cruel, bloody

story of the last one hundred years, being very careful

to give the sources of their information. Every

page emphasizes the need of democratization of the

land. Illustrated by a map and some fifty halftones.

“These sympathetic historians furnish the very in

formation that is needed, not only to understand

the Wilson policy for preventing war with Mexico,

but to stir in the American mind a fraternal spirit

toward the Mexican people.”

—Louis F. Post in The Public.

Price, $1.50, postpaid.

The Public ºr Chicago

The WELTMER INSTITUTE of

SUGGESTIVE THERAPEUTICS

s A N.I.T.A.R. 1 UM
HE WELTMER INSTITUTE is the parent school of Psycho

logical methods of healing—Weltmerism, Magnetic Healing, Lay

º of Hands, Mental Science and the other drugless methods

W ch may be included under the broad general head of Suggestive

Therapeutics.

The Sanitàrium connected with the Weltmer School is equipped

with every modern facility.

Each patient's room has electric light, steam heat, hot and cold

water—roomy clothes closet—good ventilation.

We have regular physicians constantly employed in the sanitarium

and school; however, nearly all cases are cured without the use of drugs

or surgery. Patients attending our sanitarium receive benefits of every

safe, sane and effective method of cure, and for one fee, which is less

than the charge made at most sanitariums for the one particular

method which happens to be the fad of the physician in charge.

17th ANNUAL CATALOG Will Be

Sent, Postpaid, Gratis Upon Request.

WELTMER INSTITUTE OF SUCCESTOTHERAPY

Dept. P. M. Nevada, Mo., U. S. A.

MRS. LOUIS F. POST

of Washington, D. C.

MISS MARY DRIER

of New York City

MISS LEONORA. O’REILLY

President Wage Earners' Suffrage League of NewYork and

MRS. WINSTON CHURCHILL

of Cornish, N. H.

will speak at the June meeting of the

Women's Trade Union League of Chicago

to be held in the Schiller Hall, 64 W. Ran

dolph St., Sunday afternoon, June 11th, at 4

o'clock.

Their addresses will be in the form of brief

words of welcome.

Admission free. Everyone is welcome. Re

member the date and hour: Sunday, 4 P. M.

AGNES NESTOR, FRANCES E. HARDEN,

President. Secretary.

CHICAGO SINGLETAX GLUB

SCHILLER BUILDING

June 9—At Sinai Social Center, 4622 Grand

Blvd., Competitive Talks by High School

Students. John Z. White: “The Land

Question.”

The regular weekly meetings of the Club in

Schiller Hall will be discontinued until Sep

tember. Any special meetings will be adver

tised in The Public.

OTTO CULLMAN, E. J. BATTEN,

President. Business Secretary.

EDWARD B. SWINNEY & CO.

Members New York Steck Exchange

120 Broadway

NEW YORK CITY

Stocks and Bonds beught and sold on commission

ORATORY: Its Requirements and Rewards

By John P. Altgeld

This is one of the best books for the promotion of good citizen

ship-effective good citizenship, I mean—that I know of... It fills
one full to overflowing with civic spirit and shows him how to

inspire others.-Louis F. Post. Cloth, 50c, Postpaid

The Public mºir. Chicago

“Joseph Fels, His Life-Work”
Have you ordered a copy? After you have read it, you

will want to keep your copy of this book in con

stant circulation amongst your friends. Its broad,

human appeal will secure for it a sympathetic recep

tion by many who are not now interested in the

movement. To be ready about June 20. A hand

some volume. $1.00, postpaid.



June 9, 1916. The Public 549

What the Postman Brings Skin-H©a lth
Goodbye. Too much Wilson. That's all!

CHAS. O'BRIEN, NEW YORK, N. Y.

and

We need more papers like The Public if we are

to combat the curse of militarism in this country.

THOMAS FLOYD, NEW YORK, N. Y. GOOd COII]PI©XiOIn

I read The Public for its unflinching courage to

pick the flaws out of every piece of political rot that Yours with the Aid of

comes to the surface.

ſ)

azóttasi

J. H. SPINKS, ST. LOUIS, MO.

From your first issues that I read I thought that I- Mºz,
you were a peace advocate, but I now think you favor

º: I *:º: my *...* to all*. -

"...ºn. ope that you will lose Milkweed Cream

preparedness, I do not want any more of your pa

ELIZABETH SHEETS, TROY, O.

If Nature has given you good looks,

hold them; if not, get them by the

use of this skin-tonic and beautifier.

I feel that I ought to congratulate you for bringing

out such a splendid publication as The Public is.

During the three months' trial subscription I have

become greatly attached to it and would not now -

be without it. It is unnecessary to say more, as my Milkweed Cream promotes smooth

strongest commendation is the subscription for which neSS and purity of skin by healing

I am paying. properties as well as by the protection

CHAS. E. BELCHER, COLUMBUS, OHIO. it affords against exposure.

Use it, and avoid serious complexionKindly convey to the editors of your little paper,

which came to my notice for the first time a few faults as well as undue redness, sun

days ago, my appreciation of the fine thought con- burn and freckles. Price 50c at stores

tained in editorials of the paper of May 26th. I refer or by mail.

especially to articles on the Panama. Canal, referring - - ---

to its internationalization as a means of preventing Send 6c4. fº. for packing and mailing

and avoiding complications and war, and the remarks cºsts andgetaliberalsample of above—Free.
on the C ript Parad Also Ingram's Face Powder and Rouge in a

e Conscript Parade. Novel Purse Packet, Zodenta Tooth Powder

R. J. HOLMDEN, KANSAS CITY, MO. and Perfume.

I have been and would be, interested in the publi- FREDERICK F INGRAM CO
- e

cation of “The Public” so long as its principal atten

tion was given to the principles advocated by Henry Established 1885

George, but I am not at all interested in paying for - -

any paper or periodical whose principal purpose Windsor. Can. 73 Tenth St., Detroit, U.S. A.

seems to be to exploit almost any variety of radical

ism or anarchy that is introduced in any part of the

United States. I am particularly disgusted with your

advertising of Bouck White, and your tacit approval

of the utterances of this gentleman.

CHARLES W. BROWN, SEWICKLEY, PA.

. There is one thing which I like especially about

The Public, that is its signed articles, and I think it

of the greatest importance that you should soon be.

gin to say something about unsigned articles. In

fact, I feel that this whole terrible war has been

brought about by writers who hide behind, or in,

anonymity. I do not think we shall make any prog

ress against all the malign and nefarious forces that

shape public opinion until we compel every writer

to come out in the open and sign his name to what

he has to say. Is it not time that the reading public

should rise up and demand to know where its in

tellectual provender is made and whether it is pure

or personal?

H. C. BIERWIRTH, CAMBRIDGE, MASS.
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Town and City Development

American Municipal Progress

By Charles Zueblin.

Dr. Zueblin's new book is a record of typ

ical instances of American municipal progress.

It will be valuable to readers who are trying

to develop a civic spirit in their own cities

and want a guide. It gives specific informa

tion of what has been accomplished else

where.

Forty-seven full-page illustrations.

Price, $2.00, postpaid.

Village Improvement
Py Parris T. Farwell.

This book is primarily for the denizen of

the small town or village who wants to “start

something” (not quite fundamental) in his

locality.

Some readers of The Public may want to

know what other villagers have done to make

“the village beautiful”—even if it has and will

everlastingly boost the rents! That is a point

that the author has overlooked but he has

done a worthwhile work in the Village Im

provement Movement.

Price, $1.50, postpaid.

See our Complete Book List, for Frederic

C. Howe's books on the City.

The Public
Book Depart t T --

oo epartmen e

Ellsworth Building Chicago

CLASSIFIED ADWERTISEMENTS

Small classified advertisements we will insert in The

Public at the rate of 2C a word, cash with order.

Subscribers who want to buy or sell something which

would not, in their opinion, warrant a large advertise
ment will find here a method of advertising specially

adapted to their needs.

USED BOOKS. Big Bargains. Catalogue. Higene's,

T-2441 Post, Safi Francisco.

NEW YORK AND VISITING SINGLETAXERS meet

at luncheon every Tuesday at Union Square Hotel, Fourth

Avenue and 15th Street, New York City.

TO EDITORS: A middle-aged single man wants posi

tion of associate editor and printer on some radical

weekly. Address Box 31, R. F. D. No. 1, Portage, Wash.

CAPAHLE YANIKEE, age 43, wants position in reform

or pioneer work, social, political or literary; has legal and

medical education, previously engaged in law, business,

art and politics; has lived in New York, Boston and else

where and traveled some. Free Trader, Singletaxer,

I'erninist, etc., and can write. Address F. E. L., East

Sandwich, Massachusetts. º

THE PLUTOSOCIALISTS. On the causes of Social un

rest among the rich, at Dry Lake. A sequel to SHOVEL

CRATS, a satire on the theory of paternalistic conser

vatism, by Craig Ralston. These pamphlets present the

most powerful, penetrating satire on our land system ever

written; so clever, the dullest may understand; so sound,

the wisest cannot refute. An acknowledged positive force

in propaganda effort. Buy them. Read them. Distrib

ute them. Single copies, 10c. Dozen, 50c. 100, $3.00. H.

H. Timby, Publisher, Ashtabula, Ohio.

DEAL WITH

Public's AdvertisersThe

Three Significant Comments

CONTENTS:

Introductory—The Dual Germany.

The Background of Modern Germany.

The Constitution of the Empire.

Economic Foundations of Class Rule.

Recent Economic Progress.

Extent of State Socialism.

The State-Owned Railways.

Canals, Waterways and Free Ports.

Harbors and River Shipping.

Mines, Forests and Agricultural

Lands.

The Attitude Toward the Social

Problem.

Caring for the Unemployed.

Labor and Industrial Courts.

Social Insurance and Social Democ

racy.

Higher Education—Providing Experts.

Elementary Education.

Preparing the Child for Life.

Sanitation and Health.

The War Upon Disease.

Governing Cities by Experts.

Municipal Socialism.

The Building of Cities.

Landownership and Housing Projects.

The German Conception of the State.

The Socialized State.

Digest.

For those who want to understand Germany, “Socialized Germany” is, we believe, the

best book to buy. $1.50 postpaid.

Fre deric C. Howe’s

“Socialized Germany”

“This book has striking traits which place it well in

the van of books relating to the great war.” — Literary

“Frederic C. Howe has produced a work worthy of

careful consideration.”—Journal of Political Economy.

“An excellent descriptive treatise, with an undertone

of admiration for efficiency and of urgency toward stronger

public spirit, wider vision.”—North American Review.
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The Life of Joseph Fels
By MARY FELS

Mr. Fels traveled so widely that he was known personally to more followers of

Henry George than any other member of the clan. Known necessarily, however,

only in an offhand way, except to the comparatively few. For his thousands of ad

mirers who met or read of him, this book will answer a thousand questions and bridge

the gap between half-knowledge and a true apprecia

CONTENTS.

The Making of a Business

Man.

Social and Personal Life.

The Situation in England.

Farm Colonies: London.

Hollesley Bay and Mayland.

Why Small Holdings Fail.

Political Interests.

Home Colonization.

Monopoly and the Leisured

Class.

tion founded on vital understanding of the man and

the influences which made him.

Having made money in his Fels-Naptha business

in this country, and succeeded in establishing his

Great Britfirm's products in the markets of

ain, he joined George Lansbury and other rad- .

ical leaders in England in the Small Holdings,

The Single Tax. Cultivation of Vacant Lots, and similar movements.

The Contest with the Leis

ured Class.

Personal Propaganda.

The Fels Fund Commission.

Educational Experiments and

Suffrage.

Later Activities.

Personal.

His interest in these cost him a mint of money, but

was worth it. Out of their failure grew conviction and

propaganda fire, optimism and content, and a conse

cration to the work of showing the whole world that

“social complexity is simply the child of social ill”

which can and will be adjusted by following natural economic laws.

While “Joseph Fels: His Life-Work” gives an adequate picture of the personality,

it is a sketch of the movements which influenced and were influenced by Mr. Fels,

especially of the propaganda for the Henry George ideas.

Its circulation amongst intelligent men and women not in the movement, whether

of a philanthropic cast of mind or not, will inevitably turn the attention of many of

them to the Gateway reform.

Beautifully printed and well-bound in cloth, $1, postpaid. Three copies to one

address, $2.40, postpaid. To be ready about June 20. Order now.
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