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EDITORIAL

With a Grain of Salt. -

Persons addicted to the war news habit should

bear in mind the fact that General Funston has

shut off all real information as to the movement

of the troops, and that Mexican gossips have

marvelous imaginations. They can turn Car

ranza armies into traitors, and people the moun

tain fastnesses with Willista adherents as easily

as Falstaff could create eleven men in buckram.

Deprive a war correspondent of access to the

army reports, and leave him to fill his gaping

columns with the gossip and rumors that pass

current among the magniloquent Mexicans, and

the result is pathetic. In this instance we lack

even the protection of heavy cable tolls that bar

some European news. S. C.

§ {}

Intervention and Order. -

In Porto Rico, Mexicans may see what Amer

ican administration might do for them. There they

will see the land monopolized by a few, and labor

ers forced to work long hours at pay so wretchedly

poor that the increase now demanded by the sugar

strikers would only give them a dollar a day. They

will see the right of free speech and free assem

bly denied. They will see men shot for trying to

exercise these rights. And they will see men in

control so ignorant that they have no other rem

edy to suggest for this state of affairs than emi

gration from the island. Why should the Mexican

peons care to exchange even the present state of

disorder for the kind of orderly government that

prevails in Porto Rico? S. D.

§ {}

A Wholesome Sign.

Men seldom choose the most direct route to

their destination; and the more there are to offer

counsel the longer it may take them to arrive. But

granted a sufficient determination, the final agree

ment, no matter how many diversions, will fol

low. And oftentimes it follows in ways least ex

pected. The taxation of war profits marks a dis
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tinct step in advance. Such a thing was un

thought of no longer ago than our own war with

Spain. Contractors charged the Government ex

tra prices, and not infrequently furnished inferior

goods. The stench of the “embalmed beef.” scandal

has not yet blown entirely away.

{}

People are asking themselves how it can be

that when a nation undertakes an enterprise in

which all the citizens are interested, such as na

tional preservation, and in which great sacrifices

of money and men must be made, some are found

who actually profit? More and more are wonder

ing why it is that a nation emerges from a war

with men lost, families broken, and heavy taxes,

and a great debt owed by the mass of the citizens

to a few citizens. What kind of a hocus-pocus is

this, they ask, that enables some citizens, in time

of war, not only to avoid the common hardships,

but actually to prosper by and thrive upon it?

{}

Herein lies the peace remedy: Take the profit

out of war. Taxing war profits is a step in the

right direction. The logical sequence is to take

all the profits. And the last step is to levy a

cumulative tax sufficient to pay for the war as the

fight proceeds. When all profit is taken out of

war, when the people realize that they are paying

for their own fight, and the rich are paying most

of all, wars will cease. The appeal to the broth

erhood of man will make peace-men of a few, but

the confiscation of the property of the wealthy

will give them the same interest in peace that they

now have in war. This may not be an exalted

motive, but just as honesty as the best policy is

better than dishonesty, so peace to avoid war bur

dens will be better than war. And, having estab

lished peace through selfish policy, its possession

will finally be cherished as an ideal. S. C.

{:} {}

Insatiable Preparationists.

The complaint that “we are not prepared for

defense” is bad enough in view of annual appro

priation by Congress of more than $200,000,000

for army and navy purposes for many successive

years. But bad as that complaint may be, it is as

nothing at all compared with the cry that has

arisen since the New Mexican border raid. It is

now said that in spite of this enormous expendi

ture the army was not prepared to do a little police

duty, such as any competent sheriff could have

performed with a hastily gathered posse. Appro

priations for the army amounting since 1905 to

more than a billion dollars have failed to put it in

condition to protect the border against a few out

laws—if the Chicago Tribune and other prepara

tionist papers are to be believed. These papers

say that Congress should have been appropriating

more money for the army than it did. But how

much more money is needed to put the United

‘States army on an equal footing with Villa’s?

And how many times more will be needed at that

rate, to prepare against the Preparationists’

European and Asiatic bugaboos? It seems about

time for Congress to make the investigation of

army and naval expenditures asked for by Con

gressman Tavenner. S. D.

§ {}

The Hay Bill

The Hay army bill, now before the House of

Representatives, has the merit of being unsatisfac

tory to the Preparationists. As between evils it is

preferable, by far, to Senator Chamberlain's mili

tarist proposals. That is all there is to be said in

its favor. It adds 40,000 men to the army and

contains other objectionable provisions. If it can

be defeated without helping passage of a measure

more pleasing to the Preparationists, it should

not be allowed to become a law. S. D.

§ {}

Tri-Partisan Tariff Bunk.

Absolutely correct is the following comment in

William Allen White's Emporia (Kansas) Gazette:

The Democrats are going to put the protective tax

back on sugar. Sugar, of course, goes into every

man's food; now the protective tax is either a tax

or it is not a tax. If it is a tax, then the Democratic

party is putting a tax upon the food of every man,

woman and child in the United States. If the pro

tective tariff is not a tax, then for seventy years in

this country the Democratic party has been ped

dling out the finest line of staple and fancy bunk

ever set before the people of a civilized country. It's

really nothing to us which of these two hot bricks

the Democrats pick up. They will drop it quickly

enough.

But the Democratic Congressmen, who voted for

the sugar tariff, are not the only ones who stulti

fied themselves. The Republicans and Progres

sives did the same. They claim to favor a protec

tive tariff for no other reason than for the benefit

of the American workingman. But the sugar

tariff has never raised the wages of the Negro

plantation hands of Louisiana, of the Japanese

and Chinese laborers of Hawaii, of the Porto

Ricans, now on strike for a dollar a day, or of the

child laborers and foreign born laborers in the

beet fields. These protectionists must either be

densely ignorant about labor conditions in the

sugar industry, or their alleged solicitude for

labor belongs to the same class of “staple and
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fancy bunk” as that dished out by the Demo

crats. Discredit for support of the sugar tariff

is not confined to one party. The only Congress

men who acted creditably in this affair were the

thirteen Democrats and one Socialist, who voted

against the bill. S. D.

- § {}

Protecting American Wages.

Those fatuous persons who believe a protective

tariff should be maintained in order to protect

the wages of American workingmen may find food

for reflection in a news item regarding the strike

in the corn products factory at Argo, Illinois.

When the manager made a proposal to the men

an interpreter at his side translated it into six of

the principal languages spoken by the men. One

is in doubt as to which is the more striking fea

ture, the fact that these protected Americans can

not understand the language of their country, or

that they have to strike to get the wages the tariff

is maintained to give them. Who says Americans

lack a sense of humor? S. C.

§ {}

The “Ignorant Foreigner” Scapegoat.

As usual in the case of disorder during a strike,

the trouble at Argo, Illinois, is explained by say

ing that the strikers are “ignorant foreigners.”

The Chicago Tribune, for instance, says concern

ing them in its issue of March 16:

The strikers are not American citizens. Most of

them do not speak our language and are importa

tions from Europe, ignorant of our institutions, our

laws, our resources of justice and progress. They

have been worked upon by radical agitators whose

business is to agitate, and they have no knowledge

of any better way to amend what grievances they

have or to better their conditions except what these

incendiaries tell them.

Very well, let us suppose that only native

American university graduates had been em

ployed at Argo and forced to work under the

same conditions as these “ignorant foreigners.”

What legal remedy could they have employed

which these “ignorant foreigners” have failed to

use? Or does the Tribune's statement imply that

educated, native American workers would meekly

endure privation and even starvation? While

there should be no toleration of disorder either by

strikers or guards, are the disorderly ones any

worse, or as bad as the smug citizen who blames

“ignorant foreigners” for resisting injustice,

which he uses his vote and influence to uphold 2

And is the “ignorance” of these uneducated for

eigners any greater in matters relating to indus

trial conditions than that displayed by the average

educated American legislator? S. D.

Organized Labor on the Right Path.

The best and most important move in its his

tory was made by the executive council of the

American Federation of Labor in endorsing the

Oregon Land and Loan Amendment, proposed by

the Portland Central Labor Council and approved

by the Oregon State. Federation of Labor. The

amendment strikes at the underlying cause of un

employment and poverty. It provides for taking

at once for public use no less than 90 per cent of

the rental value of land, and for abolition of all

taxes on labor and its products. That must cause

immediate opening to labor of all valuable pri

vately owned natural resources now withheld from

use. There is also a provision for State loans to

settlers, which should satisfy the skeptics who

question the efficacy of the land provision alone.

Whether the loan provision be right or wrong,

adoption of the measure as drawn will cause set

tlement of the labor problem in the right way.

{}

By throwing its influence in favor of this

measure the American Federation of Labor be

comes more than a mere class organization. It

takes up the cause of Humanity. It allies itself

with forces that aim to bring economic freedom,

not only to the wage worker, but to the unpriyi

leged business man, the farmer, the professional

man and all others who perform useful functions.

It disarms those critics who have charged it with

ignoring fundamental measures and wholly devot

ing its efforts to strikes and palliatives. The Fed

eration is now on the right road. S. D.

-

{:} {}

A Plain Duty.

The Crosser bill provides for nothing more than

performance of a duty to citizens long neglected

by the Federal government. It is only one of the

duties which must be performed before there will

be any moral obligation on the part of the citizens,

to whom it is due, to make any sacrifice for the

benefit of the government. S. D.

{} {}

Congressman Murray's Persistence in Error.

Replying to The Public's comment on page 123,

Congressman Murray of Oklahoma, in a speech

delivered on February 29, denies that either Okla

homa or Texas, “proportionate to population, is

the most thoroughly tenant-ridden State in the

Union.” That certainly shows a bad condition of

affairs. Considering that 52 per cent of Okla

homa farmers are tenants and a great majority

of the rest are mortgaged, it only proves a bad

general tendency to declare that worse conditions
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prevail elsewhere. Congressman Murray explains

Oklahoma affairs as follows:

The tenant conditions in Oklahoma were not pro

duced by homesteading the public domain. Out of

the 104,000 in that State, 75 per cent of them. are

located in the Five Civilized Tribes and the Osage

Nation, none of which country was homesteaded,

and, belonging to the Indians, it was ploted in

severalty. Since they declined to work it, it has

been farmed by tenants. In the west half of the

State, where, excepting some 3,500,000 acres of

school and building lands, the public domain was

homesteaded, are the fewest number of tenants. If

this argument were true, Kansas, Iowa, Nebraska,

Minnesota, Montana and the Dakotas would be

equaly tenant ridden, and yet in some of these States

less than 15 per cent of the farm population are

tenants, and this number is not unwholesome.

{}

Evidence submitted to the Commission on In

dustrial Relations is somewhat different from Mr.

Murray's. Patrick S. Nagle of Kingfisher, for

merly United States Marshal, and now a prac

ticing attorney, submitted statistics showing that

two-thirds of the farmers in the former Indian

Territory are tenants and one-third are tenants in

the other part of Oklahoma. He furthermore said:

Of the farmers that own their farms numbering

about 95,000, 80 per cent are mortgaged, the first

mortgages ranging from 40 to 60 per cent of the

cash value of the land. . . . The farmer gives mort

gages either on account of dire necessity, or be

cause he knows that he must have working capital

or must pass to the renter class.

In regard to the 20 per cent of unmortgaged

owning farmers the Commission reports: “Wit

ness undertakes to explain why the 20 per cent

of owning farmers have escaped. Five per cent

are accounted for by the fact that the farmers or

their wives inherited money. The other 15 per cent

witness accounts for as ‘side liners, some of whom

wear the farmers' uniform, but are interested in

various means of taking advantage of others.”

Another witness, W. L. Thurman, is reported as

saying:

As history of mortgaged farms shows that 62 per

cent are lost under foreclosure, it is certain that

many farmers in Oklahoma in a few years will be

come renters.

Mr. Thurman's estimate points to a prospective

increase of tenant farmers to 150,000 and decrease

of owners to 49,000. Even allowing for exaggera

tion, it is nevertheless certain that a large per

centage of the mortgaged ones are doomed to

swell the number of tenants within a short time.

{}

Mr. Murray claims that if this state of affairs

was due to homesteading it would prevail also in

other States. It does. Wherever there has been

rapid increase in unearned increment, as in Okla

homa, farm tenantry is increasing. By the very

test that Mr. Murray demands, the responsibility

for the spread of landlordism may be readily fixed

on legalized appropriation by some, of values pro

duced by others. Farm lands throughout the na

tion have doubled in value in ten years. But the in

crease in Oklahoma has been more than that. That

is why there has been more rapid increase in ten

antry in Oklahoma. The Indian landowners in

the eastern part, who “declined to work” because

they could get tenants to support them in idle

ness, are only doing what white landowners

can and do do when increased land values give

them the power. Mr. Murray shows himself

blind indeed when in the face of such facts he in

sists on offering as a cure for an evil the very

system which has produced it. S. D.

Q Q

Canada's Opportunity.

It is to be hoped that Canadian statesmen will

make better use of their opportunities in re

adjusting their tax laws than the American Con

gress did when it passed the Alaska railroad bill.

It will be recalled that while the bill was pend

ing Congressman Warren Worth Bailey of Penn

sylvania offered an amendment empowering the

Government to tax the land values, due to the

building of the road, to pay for its construction.

As a majority of our Congressmen belong to a

former generation, the amendment was lost; and .

the road is being built at the expense of the whole

country, while the land values go into the pockets

of land speculators.

§

Ontario's legislature has a similar opportunity

in the building of electric railroads under the care

of the Hydro-Electric Commission. The Tax Re

form League of Eastern Canada is petitioning the

members of the Ontario Legislature to

amend the assessment act, so that the cost of con

structing these electric tramways may be made a

special charge against the value of the lands ben

efited by such construction.

In explanation of this request the League says:

The building of these roads, as in the construction

of all railroads, will inevitably increase the value

of the land in the localities which it benefits. On

the other hand, as it will reduce the cost of trans

portation, it will reduce the cost of labor products.

If the increased value of the land is not taken for

the building of the road, then the speculators and

other land owners will take it, so that the public

will be subject to a double tribute. First, they will

have to pay for the construction of the road, and,

second, they will have to pay profits to the speulators

or higher ground rents to the owners of the land.
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It would not be necessary to prove to legislators

the unwisdom of attempting to turn the St. Law

rence River into Hudson Bay. Why should it be

so difficult to convince them of the unwisdom of

putting publicly created values into private pock

ets? Is it not equally plain Is there any man

outside of an asylum for the demented who doubts

the Tax Reform League's statement that the

building of these hydro-electric roads will increase

the value of the land where they are built? The

value of stoves, sugar, clothing, and all manner of

labor products will not be increased. These, in

deed, will be cheaper, because, as the League says,

the freight rates will be less. Then why levy the

cost of the roads on property that is not increased

in value, instead of placing it on the property that

is increased in value?

{}

Is not the League's statement equally true that

the owners of the land will charge the users all

that it is worth to live where they can use these

electric roads, and that when the non-landowners

pay a tax for building the road, and then the

higher rent or price to the landowners, they are

paying twice for the same thing? And is it not

clear that, just to the extent that the owners of

labor products pay double, the owners of land will

escape their share of the burden? And how can

the members of the legislature square with their

own consciences a course that halves the burden

of taxation on one set of citizens and doubles it

on another?

º:

The world is moving. Society is advancing.

We are entering upon a better day. The time is

at hand when there will be a readjustment in eco

nomic conditions that will give to each laborer

the full product of his own toil. The people of

, the next generation will look with amazement

upon an age in which laws made by representa

tives of the people took arbitrarily from some citi

zens and gave to other citizens. Let Canadian

statesmen profit by the example of American Con

gressmen who deliverately closed their eyes to the

present, and groped in the past for laws to guide

the future. S. C.

{:} {}

A Trust That Failed.

An interesting decision is that of Judge Rose

of the Federal Court in Maryland in the case

of the American Can Company, charged with

loing a trust. The court found that originally

the company had succeeded in monopolizing 90

per cent of the can manufacturing industry. But

it further found that the price established for

cans induced outsiders to establish competitive

plants, and these forced down prices so that by

the time the case came up for decision the de

fendant concern was making only one-third of the

can supply of the United States and could not be

reasonably considered a monopoly.

§

Evidently the promoters of the American Can

Company made the mistake of assuming that a

large aggregation of capital was enough to enable

them to retain monopolistic power. Apparently

they did not realize the essential need, to a mon

opoly, of some privilege, some grant from the

government of power denied to others in the

same business. Had the company obtained such

a privilege, there would have been a different tale

to tell. It might, for instance, have obtained a

monopoly of natural resources from which raw

material is obtained for one or more ingredients

needed in the making of cans. That would have

made competition impossible. Others might have

duplicated the plants and machinery, but they

could not have duplicated the natural sources of

supply. Or it might have secured special rates of

transportation, together with a protective tariff

that would prevent competitors from importing

supplies, or consumers from getting the finished

product from abroad. Had this been done, no

court decree, under existing anti-trust laws, could

have interfered with the monopoly. The successful

trust promoter must take economic laws into con

sideration if he would make his enterprise a

permanent success. S. D.

§§ {:}

The Osborne Verdict.

The verdict of acquittal by the jury of former

Warden Thomas Mott Osborne of Sing Sing was

needed as a legal formality, but was not needed to

convince of his innocence those who had fol

lowed the case. The prosecution was one of those

outrages which privileged interests in the United

States have become accustomed to inflict on those

obnoxious to them. S. D.

§ {}

Like Cause, but Different Effect.

It may seem like a reflection upon human in

telligence to point out at this late day the fact

that a like cause produces a like effect only when

acting upon like substance; but this is the state

of mind of those persons who say it does not mat

ter what is taxed so long as it is honestly done.

They insist that all taxes are burdens, that they

are added to the price, and that they are paid by

the consumer. Hence it is merely a question of

seeing that no one escapes. This is utterly false,
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and acting upon it leads many well-intentioned

persons into opposing the very things that make

for progress. What mankind wants is a greater

return for labor, either through higher wages, or

lower prices, or both. And taxation bears upon

the question just to the extent that it affects this

result.

{}

As Henry George said: Both the jayhawk and

the man eat chickens; but the more jayhawks, the

fewer chickens; while the more men, the more

chickens. His homely illustration applies with

equal force to taxes. Governments may tax land

values, or they may tax labor values; but whereas

if the tax be laid upon things made by labor it

will make labor products dear, if laid upon land

values it will make land cheap. The truth of

this will be apparent even to a statesman upon

a little reflection. Ilabor products are made on

demand, and are sold on the ruling commercial

rate of profit. If the maker be required to pay

a tax upon what he has made he must either add

the tax to the price, or pay it himself and accept

less profit. As he was getting only the prevailing

rate of profit before, a reduction in that profit will

tend to drive away competitors and force the price

high enough to return him the former profit. But

land is not produced on demand. It has been

produced once for all. And since the quantity of

land is fixed in amount an increasing population

prompts speculators to hold it, not at its present

value, but at a value that it will have when pop

ulation has reached a given point. Meantime

much of it remains idle. This is true particu

larly of city lots, mineral lands and water power,

where the greatest land values are to be found.

If, therefore, a heavy tax be laid upon land values

it will fall upon improved and unimproved land

alike. And since the owners of vacant land can

not sell at the present price, they certainly can

not sell at a higher price. They will be under the

necessity of lowering the price until they find a

purchaser. Thus the self-same tax which, if laid

upon labor products, raises their price and de

creases their consumption, will, if laid upon land

values, lower the price and increase its consump

tion.

This is not a theory, but a fact. It has been

demonstrated in all parts of the world, and under

every possible circumstance. Even professors of

college economics admit it; and when a fact re

Čeives that recognition, who may doubt? States

men, therefore, Congressmen, legislators, and all

who are empowered to levy taxes, are confronted

with this fact: Do they wish to lower prices, in

crease consumption, stimulate production, and

raise wages; or do they wish to raise prices, limit

consumption, restrict production, and lower wages?

If the former, let them lay the tax on land values;

if the latter, let them lay the tax on the products

of labor. Whichever cause they invoke, they may

be absolutely certain of the effect. But the final

responsibility does not end here. The lawmakers

in this country are themselves chosen by the citi

Zenry, and must obey their behest. Upon the citi

zens, then, rests this responsibility. It is for

them to say what the course of action shall be.

The experts have demonstrated the effects of the

two courses. Only a comparatively few citizens

are interested in high prices and low wages; the

many are interested in low prices and high wages.

Will they vote for men who believe in taxing land

values, or for men who believe in taxing labor

values? S. C.

{} {}

Commendatory Condemnation.

Brandeis on the Bench will be a very different

kind of judge from those appointed by former

President Taft and very different from Taft him

self. He will be so different that Taft has pro

tested against his confirmation, declaring him

“unfit.” Elihu Root joins in the protest. It was

not possible for either Taft or Root in any other

way to bear convincing testimony to his eminent

fitness. To persons who do not think that the

Supreme Court should be a tool of predatory

Privilege, their protest is a recommendation.

S. D.

*==

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

SUPPRESSION OF NEWS.

Berlin, Jan. 14, 1916.

An editor writes to a European correspondent in

this wise: “I realize that you have a censor who

won't let everything pass and who shows no more

judgment in such matters than censors usually show,

whether it is censorship of moving pictures in this

city, or censorship of news in Berlin. They let news

of the restriction of sales of meat get out, but there

has not been a word about conditions of other food

supplies. This gives very many people the undoubt

edly erroneous impression that all food supplies are

running short.” The editor is undoubtedly correct,

so far as his remarks apply to the impression gained

by many people in America, but where does the

blame really lie? The situation with regard to the

food supply is discussed freely and vigorously by

the Berlin papers. They publish facts, figures and

opinions; the latter varying from the radical criti

cisms of “Vorwärts,” the Socialist daily, to the re

actionary views of the “Tageszeitung,” the organ of
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the Agrarian Alliance. The last named paper is

pleased so long as maximum prices are not adopted,

and together with “Vorwärts” it enjoys the question

able distinction of having had its publication sus

pended. Furthermore, the censor grants complete

and absolute liberty to every foreign correspondent

to report what he pleases, so long as he does not

discuss military subjects.

If then there be a censorship of news in America

it must be looked for in some other quarter. The

correspondent of a New York paper, an American

who speaks French and German as well as his own

language and has been all over the world, once wrote

a two-column article describing conditions in Ger

many as he found them. On being received at home,

his editor sent him a wireless to the effect that he

"should señd no more editorials, what we want is

news stories.” This paper is owned by powerful

Wall street interests and what they require in their

business is news unfavorable to Germany.

The newspapers of Germany are at the disposal of

every editorial room in America, and so long as the

cable news is necessarily one-sided, they are the

best sources of obtaining a real knowledge of affairs

in Germany. As has been said, they are free to

print what they like, except a discussion of military

affairs and the basis of a settlement of the war. A

careful canvass of the American correspondents in

Berlin revealed that every one of them is convinced

that the present paramountcy of the Central Powers

is unassailable, and that economic conditions are

immeasurably better than anyone would have imag

ined they would be after this long stage of fighting.

They believe that whatever danger there had been

of a restriction of food supplies has been entirely

removed by the opening of the road to the near

East. (In two weeks a thirty-six-hour express service

will be opened between Berlin and Constantinople.)

Yet most of these correspondents would object

to having their names published, and all but a very

few would not dare any more than hint at what they

know to be true, because their accounts would not

be printed in the first place, and the offense if re

peated would be likely to cause them to lose their

positions. These are facts, known and agreed upon

by every correspondent in Berlin.

JOSEPH DANZIGER.

INCIDENTAL SUGGESTIONS

ON THE ALTAR OF GREED,

Brooklyn, Feb. 2.

We are told by some of those who have been ad

vocating an unusual expansion of our naval and

military powers that same is being urged as an in

surance against War.

The most logical way to insure against War is to

correct the underlying conditions which cause wars.

Militarism, navalism, guns and battleships are

elements which make for War.

If one wishes to insure against fire they would not

accumulate more inflammables. They would, through

wisdom, eliminate the hazards which may contribute

thereto.

The conflict now waging in Europe clearly demon

strates the fact that a powerful army and navy is

not a guarantee of peace.

We should remain mindful of the fact that in Our

so-called weakness we are at peace, while the na

tions of superior naval and military strength are

bent on destroying each other.

Thus far the jingoes have failed to present any

concrete reason why the people of the United States

should have fear of an attack. Let them not be

foolish enough to prepare for making one.

If the masses are at all conscious of the fact that

Europe's sturdy manhood is now being sacrificed

upon the altar of greed they will not consent to a

program which will ultimately doom them to a simi

lar fate. -

Wars are only made possible when the ruling

class can intoxicate the masses with some such

sentiments as, “We must uphold our national honor,”

whatever that may be.

THOMAS PRESCOTT.

§ {}

WHAT IT IS.

Richmond, Va., Feb. 22, 1916.

The following may serve as a definition of “pre

paredness”: “‘Preparedness' is a sporadic mani

festation of belligerent megalomania in the body

politic, caused by the clever manipulation of the

plastic fears of the timid and cowardly members by

the smallest and most contemptibly sordid group

within the body, whereby all reliance on the prin

ciples of justice in the adjudication of possible dis

agreements, is utterly extinguished.”

N. C. FOWLES.

{3} {3}

CANADIAN HIGH FINANCE.

Boston. March 12, 1916.

Two memoirs of Lord Strathcona and Mount Royal

have been published. One by W. T. R. Preston

and the other by Beckler Willson. Mr. Preston

writes with the Shakespearean sentiment as his

motto, and certainly if life apart from the glamor

of achievements has a moral value, “the evil that’

men do lives after them,” and should not lose its

value as a warning, by panegyrics of worldly success.

A critic, comparing the two books, calls Mr. Will

son's a “foil” to Mr. Preston’s “unduestionably clever

biography of Strathcona,” which pictures him

“as the evil genius of his country, or something very much

like it. Mr. Willson, on the other hand, presents his hero

-as one to whom, “more than to any single other, is due

[Canada's] material prosperity and much of her political

temper.” Mr. Preston would no doubt put his own inter

pretation on “political temper,' but Mr. Willson's meaning

is wholly complimentary. As in so many other cases,

the truth probably lies somewhere between these two

extremes.”

It may be well for a literary journal to take this

attitude. But surely, somewhere and somehow, an

authoritative verdict should be registered that Mr.

Willson has brought forth nothing to disprove Mr.

Preston's evidence that, beginning with the fraud on

the Dutch bondholders and his schemes with J. J.

Hill, Strathcona's career was one long campaign of

jobbery, treachery and political corruption, the worst

of all that have attended the developments of high

finance in great railway enterprises—which have

blacklisted them for a generation.

ERVING WINSLOW.
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ONE HOT MEAL PER DAY.

- Toledo, Ohio, March 18.

Senator Kenyon and Representative Keating have

recently introduced into the Senate and House bills

aimed at child poverty. The authors of these bills

are to be congratulated on having turned their at

tention to one of the most vital among American

social ills.

Child poverty is not new in the world. England

has had her share of it for more than a century.

Charles Dickens protested against it. Thomas Car

lyle denounced it. When the Boer War opened, and

the call was made for recruits, the English nation

suddenly awoke to the fact that the wide spread

poverty among the children had built up an inferior

standard of adult life.

Investigations were begun by the English Gov

ernment as a result of the many rejections for

physical unfitness among those who volunteered to

fight in the Boer War A Parliamentary committee

on physical deterioration was appointed, and a re

port was issued in 1905. According to that report

there were the most astonishing differences in phys

ical and mental well-being between the children of

the well-to-do and the children of the poor. In every

great industrial center of the British Isles where in

vestigations were conducted, the committee found

that the height and weight, physical health and

mental ability among the children of the poor were

far below the standards found among the children of

the well-to-do.

In Bradford, England, where careful experiments

were made in the feeding of school children, the

authorities found that a few weeks of regular school

feeding (one hot meal per day) converted many ap

parently sub-normal children into children of normal

capacity. The minds of these children had been so

dulled by hunger that they had all the appearance

of mental defectives. With hunger banished the chil

dren came back to full-blooded life.

These English experiences supplanting those of

France, Italy, Belgium and Germany, lead to one

conclusion, child poverty means adult incompetence,

inefficiency and degradation. -

Recent investigation in the United States indicat

that there is a vast amount of poverty among Amer

ican children. It is important that we discover at

the earliest moment the extent of this poverty, and

that we come to a decision regarding some effective

means for its alleviation.

§ {}

ANOTHER LAND VALUES STORY.

Piedmont, Calif., March 15.

The detailed explanation of the progressive value

of the Chicago “quarter acre,” is duplicated by the

Philadelphia showing at the corner of Chestnut and

Fifteenth streets. It works out in the same way in

San Francisco and Oakland, to the confusion of uni

versity professors. We tolerate at the State Univer

sity of California a teacher, whose economics have

been quite recently thrown to the scrap heap, but

he still holds down his job.

A half acre lot is supposed to be 137% by 137%

feet, and the early San Francisco sections were sold

by the Spanish in that way. At the southeast cor

ner of Market and Fourth streets, San Francisco,

SCOTT NEARING.

the lot as above containing 18,906 Square feet, was

sold by the Alcalde of that day for seventy-five dol

lars ($75), or four-tenths of a cent per Square foot.

It has changed ownership repeatedly during the

past seventy years, earning rentals continuously, and

last month the same corner, 100 by 200, say 20,000

square feet, was sold by John D. Spreckels to a realty

syndicate for $1,280,000, or $62.50 per square foot; it is

not by any means the most valuable corner in this

city, which has grown from a village of five hundred

in 1846, to five hundred and fifty thousand of today,

and passes the title of the section described above

at the rate of $2,722,500 per acre. Such figures

place Philadelphia and Chicago in the discard. In

Oakland, across the bay from San Francisco—thirty

minutes—the block 200 by 300, at 13th and 14th

streets, Broadway and Washington streets, was sold

in 1866 for six thousand dollars, or ten cents per

square foot; in 1870 it was fenced around with a

four-board fence, and covered with the natural oaks,

from which the city takes its name. Unimproved

as it then was, it sold in 1875 for $70,000 because

the Central Pacific R. R. had made its terminal
at Oakland. In 1876 it was resold for $90,000. At this

writing, after all county and municipal taxes are

paid, the block pays with wretched improvements

5 per cent net upon a value of $3,000,000, and is as

sessed for only $1,460,000. From ten cents per square

foot in 1866 to fifty dollars per square foot in 1916,

or fifty years, approaches the growth in Philadelphia

and Chicago, proving that latitude and longitude has

little to do with site values within city limits, but

that pressure of increasing population has made the

increased values and poured shekels into the purses

of the real estate speculators from the pockets of

those who must eat and wear clothes to live, or get

off the earth.

HUGH CRAIG.

{} {}

LIMITED OR UNLIMITED SINGLETAX.

Ballow, Wash., March 6.

To very many persons who are making a conscien

tious and earnest study of the land question, as

presented in the Singletax philosophy, the argument

of some who seem to approve the Singletax and yet

would apply it only in a limited way, comes as

something of a disappointment. Quite naturally,

the thought occurs to , these students, that if the

Singletax when adopted is only going to take for

the benefit of society a part of the social value at

taching to land by reason of its location, there will

still be unearned value—and the accompanying un

just power—concentering in private hands, ulti

mately to produce the same intolerable conditions

as though all of it went in the same direction, the

only difference being that the condition of extrem

ity will be less promptly reached.

This view is quite correct. As a simple and practi.

cal proposition it may be said that if labor is plum

dered of less than all the economic rent of land,

labor's enslavement will be no less sure, but only

somewhat deferred. The futility of taking only a

part of the annual site value or economic rent of

land has been demonstrated. There is the conspicu

ous instance of Vancouver, British Columbia, which

is constitutionally unable, and perhaps not yet suf

ficiently enlightened in economics, to apply the Sin
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gletax principle except in a very limited way. The

restricted application was so immediately effective

of good, it so opened opportunities for labor, so

greatly encouraged construction work and business

activities and general growth as to make the Van

couver “boom” the talk of the world. But the

Singletax principle was applied in so limited a

way that there yet remained great unearned profit,

and consequent power to defraud labor, in the spe

cial privilege in land speculation and land holding,

and the “boom”, of course, collapsed, just as every

Singletaxer everywhere said it would, and condi

tions soon assumed a status different from those

generally prevailing only in degree.

And again it might be said with truth that the

whole moral argument in favor of the Singletax is

vitiated by any proposal to take merely a part of

the social value or location value of land. Either

location value is socially created and belongs to

society, or it is not so created, and does not so be

long. Either the location value of land belongs

exclusively to the mere individual land holder for

his gain and to enable him to extort tribute from

productive labor everywhere, or it does not so be

long and is not intended to be so used, either wholly

or in part. There are no compromises or divisions

about it. Either the man who is of superior capa

bilities in any line of proper endeavor should have

the unhampered opportunity of demonstrating the

superiority of his service to society and receive

his superior reward in accordance, without paying

tribute to anybody for the privilege of doing so;

or the man who merely esteems himself superior

or fortunate should be permitted, as at present, to

collect ground rent from those who labor, for the

privilege of being on earth, and caress himself ap

provingly as one of the “surviving fittest.”

The difficulty that those who would make only

a limited application of the Singletax seem to be

struggling with is in what appears to them to be a

probable disparity between ground rent and the

needs of governmental revenues. But this is not

a real difficulty. In reality it does not exist at all.

Their computations are based upon the present

fictitious and exaggerated values of land which

seem to indicate, in some localities, an amount of

social value which is not there. Hence, they con

clude that to take all of the economic rent as esti

mated on these values, for society, would be to col

lect more revenue than society's government has

any legitimate use for. Some of those presenting

these views have more recently stated that “men

of affairs” have concluded that less than all the

social value of land or economic rent should be

taken by taxation. But “men of affairs”, generally

speaking, have reached no such conclusion. Nor

would the views of the average so-called man of

affairs upon such a subject be of very great moment,

for the large and purely selfish element or interest

in affairs of most of them run counter to the em

ployment of the Singletax at all.

The occasional and confusing advocate of the

limitation of the Singletax will point out localities

where economic rent, estimated on the present sup

posed values of land, would yield an excess of pub

lic revenue, this always in what we might call newer

sections of country where the speculative element

in supposed land values is always largest, and where

the discounting of the future is always greatest.

They concede that in older sections this would not

be true and that economic rent there would seem

ingly promise to yield just the normal requirements

of government. This difference is attributable to

the excess of the speculative element in land values

in the newer but fairly well developed and greatly

advertised sections of the country. Where land

values are highest, is not necessarily to be found

the greatest proportion of the speculative element.

Land values increase as society increases, but not

always in exact proportion in given localities.

Labor cannot be made or induced to pay beyond

its possibilities. If it were otherwise, suitable

lots for homes in the outlying home sections of

New York City would cost twenty times what such

a lot would cost similarly situated in Kansas City.

The wage earner and modest home builder of Kan

sas City would pay a thousand dollars, let us say,

for such a lot, while the wage earner and modest

home builder of New York would have to pay twenty

thousand dollars. This we know is not the case

simply because it cannot be. In New York state,

with its dense population, farms, better equipped,

are not only relatively cheaper, but actually cheaper

per acre than they are in portions of the west, which

have come into notice during the past few years,

and where land speculation has been rife. These

are mere incidents, of course, and do not affect

the general and certain increase of land values

that accompanies the increase of society and its

activities. But it is pertinent to say that where

those who favor a limited application of the Singletax

principle seem to see a likelihood of excess of reve

nue from ground rent is always where the estimate

of ground rent is based upon false values that are

stuffed with the speculative element.

With the unlimited application of the Singletax,

the speculative factor in land values would inevitably

and automatically disappear. This is obvious

enough, since the profit in land speculation is merely

the private taking of economic rent, in one man

ner or another, and Singletax is specifically intended

to absorb that rent and leave nothing to speculate

on. There would be no object in having land save

to use it, and those who use land—which means

every man who performs any sort of productive

labor—would receive the full value of his labor or

its products.

Any reasonably careful survey of the subject re

veals the fact that ground rent appears to naturally

equal what would seem to be the normal needs in

the way of governmental revenue as indicated by

actual experience. It is apparently a providential

provision. The policy of land reform, as embraced

in the Singletax proposal, rests upon a principle—

and we may not successfully depart from principle.

Those who are making a study of the Singletax

should not be made to doubt its ultimate application

in unlimited way, and its efficacy, by the conten

tions of any who no doubt honestly but mistakenly

assume, from misleading evidence, that it will only

be applied limitedly.

ROBERT S. DOI: BLEDAY.

The time to stand for Peace is when Peace is

in danger.—Frank Stephens,
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NEWS NARRATIVE

The figures in brackets at the ends of paragraphs refer

to volumes and pages of The Public for earlier informa

tion on the same subject.

Week ending Tuesday, March 21, 1916.

Congressional Doings.

The House passed on March 16, by a vote of

346 to 14, the bill repealing the free sugar clause

of the Underwood Tariff law. The Senate must

pass the bill before May 1 to prevent the free

sugar clause from going in operation. The four

teen members who opposed were London of New

York, Socialist, and the following Democrats:

Bailey of Pennsylvania, Calloway of Texas,

Crosser and Gordon of Ohio, Hilliard of Colo

rado, Howard of Georgia, Johnson of Kentucky,

Thompson of Oklahoma, Van Dyke of Minne

sota, and Sabath, McAndrews, Buchanan and

Tavenner of Illinois. [See current volume, pages

200, 250.]

§

On March 17, on the question of taking up the

Hay army bill, the only vote in opposition was

that of Meyer London, Socialist. Gardner of Mas

sachusetts, Republican, read a letter from Secre

tary of War, Newton Baker. The letter disputed

the accuracy of the figures by which Mr. Hay

sought to show that 1,324,790 men would be im

mediately available for a national army if the

House bill were enacted. Using the same method

of calculation as that employed by Mr. Hay, it

said: “We should have now available, without any

legislation, 1,284,790 men who have had some

military training.” “In other words,” the letter

added, “the only immediate effect of the passage

of the House army bill would be to increase the

regular army by 40,000 men, and even that in

crease, being added in four annual increments,

would require about four years' time to be re

cruited and a still longer time to become effective.”

On March 20 the House rejected, by a vote of 183

to 103, an amendment by Kahn of California to

increase the army to 220,000, instead of 140,000

as provided in the bill as introduced. It also re

jected by 134 to 82 an amendment by Crago of

Pennsylvania, increasing the army to 200,000.

Representative Warren Worth Bailey intro

duced on March 17 a bill to amend the Under

wood tariff act so as to provide for the admission

free of duty of the products of any American coun

try which shall admit the products of the United

States with like freedom. The measure is designed

to establish an effective customs union that shall

include all the countries on this hemisphere.

Mr Bailey claimed today that his proposition

has the backing of a large and influential organ

ization of which Charles A. Ingersoll, the watch

man, is president, its list of vice-presidents includ

ing A. B. Farquhar of York, Pa.; W. D. George:

vice-president of the Peoples' Saving Bank of

Pittsburgh; H. H. Willock, president of the

Waverly Oil Co., Pittsburgh; Lawson Purdy, tax

commissioner of the city of New York; Charles

Frederick Adams, assistant tax commissioner of

the city of New York, formerly of Coudert Bros.,

and of the Pan-American Union; and Calvin Tom

kins, president of the New York Reform Club.

The movement has the support of the leading

manufacturers, bankers and business men of the

United States; and it is the purpose of those in

terested to press the Bailey amendment for early

consideration and adoption. In introducing the

bill, Mr. Bailey said:

This will be a real insurance against war, not

merely trying to put out the fire by pouring kerosene

on it, as most “preparedness” is. It is to make trade

as free between us and Latin America as it is among

the States. It will benefit both our consumers and

our manufacturers. If any one is curious to know

what its probable effects would be on our trade with

South and Central America, let him study the sta

tistics of trade between the United States and the

Philippines and Porto Rico since free trade became

effective between those islands and the United States.

The measure I propose will go farther toward the

establishment of a solidarity of all America and to

preserve the peace than all the fleets and armies

that could be mobilized.

- §

The Senate passed on March 15 the House bill

increasing the maximum of individual postal sav

ings bank deposits from $500 to $1,000, with in

terest and an additional $1,000 without interest.

On March 17 the Senate passed unanimously

the following resolution by Senator Robert M.

La Follette:

Resolved, by the Senate, the House of Representa

tives concurring, That the use of the armed forces

of the United States for the sole purpose of appre

hending and punishing the lawless band of armed

men who entered the United States from Mexico on

the 9th day of March, 1916, committed outrages

on American Soil and fled into Mexico is here

by approved; and that the Congress also extends

its assurances to the de facto government of Mex

ico and to the Mexican people that the pursuit of

said lawless band of armed men across the inter

national boundary line into Mexico is for the single

purpose of arresting and punishing the fugitive band

of outlaws; that the Congress, in approving the use

of armed forces of the United States for the pur

poses announced, joins with the President in de

claring that such miliary expedition shall not be

permitted to encroach in any degree upon the sov

ereignty of Mexico or to interfere in any manner

with the domestic affairs of the Mexicon people.

A formal expression of disapproval was later

made by Senator Fall of New Mexico. He was
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absent when the resolution passed. He is a land

owner in Mexico and has several times demanded

intervention.

An Opportunity for Secretary Baker.

On March 7, Congressman William Kent of

California sent the following letter to President

Wilson :

I have not the privilege of personal acquaintance

with Mr. Baker, but from what I can hear about

him I believe he stands with us on the great ques

tions of public rights, as found in policies that rep

resent control and use of our natural resources in

the public interest.

This water power development is something that,

under any proposed legislation, will run for at least

fifty years, and under the Shields bill, as it is being

fought out in the Senate, will run for an indefinite

time, unless upset by revolution or cured by the

sovereign power of taxation.

The bill, as it is being passed in the Senate, will

be extremely vicious, and what amendments we can

Secure by conference with the House committee are

unknown. Unless someone in the Administration

takes strong ground, there is every chance that

nothing at all will be done, and that the waters will

go to waste simply because some of us feel that a

waste for a year or two is better than to sacrifice

all public rights practically in perpetuity.

I know of no greater service that can be imme

diately rendered by the Secretary of War than the

consideration of the control of water power on navi

gable streams, which comes immediately under his

jurisdiction, and it will be my pleasure to put him

in touch with the best authorities in this country on

this subject.

We are making a fight against people who thor

oughly realize the immense fortunes to be made

out of control of these, our common assets. Without

fear of contradiction, I again state, as I have often

stated before, that for influence and lobbying work,

the water power crowd are the shrewdest and most

dangerous people that we have to fight in the country

today.

I do not wish to bore you with any long disquisi

tion on this subject, but I wish to express my hope

that the new Secretary of War can immediately take

up and study this question.

It is inherently necessary that there should be no

doubt about what will happen if a bill goes before

you that does not duly protect the public interest,

and one of such a nature that the injustice may be

continued through an indefinite term.

In reply the President wrote under date of

March 9:

My Dear Mr. Kent: Thank you for your letter of

March 7th. You may be sure that I will call the

attention of the new Secretary of War to the water

power question at the earliest possible moment, for

you know, I am sure, my deep and genuine interest

in it. I agree with you that it is better to let the

water power run to waste than to settle the ques

tion of the use of it in the wring way. I am watch

ing the progress of legislation with a great deal of

anxiety.

[See current volume, page 250.]

The Labor War.

On March 13 a strike of 1,100 men took place

at the plant of the Corn Products Refining Co. at

Argo, Ill. The men ask for a flat wage rate of

25 cents an hour. They are now getting 17%

cents an hour with 10 per cent bonus to employes

of more than a year's standing and 5 per cent to

those employed more than six months. Some riot

ing occurred on March 15, resulting in the wound

ing of one of the strikers. A number of strikers

were arrested for disorder. An injunction restrain

ing the men from picketing, violence or interfer

ence with employes was issued on the same day

by Judge Baldwin of Cook County. On the fol

lowing day Sheriff Traeger announced that he

would put a stop to the use of private guards about

the plant.

{}

The Committee on Industrial Relations issued

the following statement regarding Colorado con

ditions on March 18:

Governor Carlson's latest service to the cause of

industrial tyranny. in Colorado is his threat to use

the State militia to drive 700 striking smelter em

ployes back to work at the Leadville plant of the

Guggenheim smelting trust.

Remembering Ludlow, the strikers, who were un

organized immigrants, went back to work without

an adjustment of their demand for higher pay and

without relief from exploitation by store keepers

and petty bosses.

Carlson's threat to enforce involuntary servitude

on the Leadville strikers has the sanction of a law

which he put through the legislature last year. This

act, by prohibiting strikes until the State Industrial

Commission has investigated and rendered its report,

has tied the hands of labor and has imposed on

Colorado a practice that every other American State

has repudiated as a violation of the rights of its

citizens.

The Colorado law is modeled after a Canadian act

written by W. L. Mackenzie King, now industrial re

lations agent for John D. Rockefeller. Even King

did not attempt to make it apply to any industries

except public utilities. Many efforts had been made

to secure its adoption by various States in this coun

try, but all these efforts had failed until the coal

companies put Carlson in the governor's chair.

Unorganized workmen under this law are power

less to protest against exploitation by the only means

at their command—the quick, unexpected strike.

When they violate the law, as at Leadville, they are

threatened with gunmen in militia uniforms and

placed in the position of criminals. Thanks to this

law, the Leadville strike is the only strike of un

organized workers to occur recently that has not

won an increase in wages.

For organized workers the law is just as danger

ous and injurious. To give the employer thirty or

sixty or ninety days' notice before striking is to lose

half the effectiveness of the strike weapon, because

it gives the employer opportunity to weed out the

best union men, arrange for strike breakers and

speed up production so that a shutdown, if it comes

later on, will not affect his earnings. The recent
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street car strike in Washington, which lasted thirty

six hours and with a minimum of inconvenience to

the public won recognition of the union and forced

the companies to negotiate, could not have succeeded

had companies been given even thirty days' notice.

At the end of that period there would have been no

union men left in the companies' employ.

Above all, the law is unconstitutional because it

enforces involuntary servitude, as President Samuel

Gompers of the American Federation of Labor has

pointed out time and again. Only in Colorado under

Carlson could such a statute find its way onto the

books.

The fact that other features of the Colorado in

dustrial commission law have been administered by

the commission in a manner to win labor's approval

is all the more reason for emphasizing the danger

in that part of it which prohibits, strikes.

[See vol. xviii, p. 810; current volume, page 252.]

§ {}

Porto Rican Laborers' Appeal.

The Free Federation of Workingmen of Porto

Rico, affiliated with the American Federation of

Labor, has issued an appeal “to all the laboring

people of America and the rest of the world,” in

behalf of the strike of sugar workers for $1.00 a

day of eight hours. The appeal states:

The chaotic situation that developed last year

was investigated by the United States Industrial Re

lations Commission and all facts, prosecutions,

crimes, suppressions of political rights and tyranny

industrial and gubernatorial were told in Basil M.

Manly's report.

The conditions still exist this year.

More than 20,000 agricultural workers went on

strike in January, 1916, for better conditions, wages

and hours. Police and local magistrates favor the

“Sugar Trust.”

In Juana Diaz, police without excuse fired on

strikers and citizens killing one—two more died in

hospital—wounded four women, two boys and ten

men.

In Rio Grande, police fired on, clubbed and cut

strikers.

In Loiza, police fired at and clubbed strikers, kill

ing one like a dog, and wounding several more.

In Arecibo, police fired at and clubbed strikers,

killing one and wounding many. Several illegal

arrests have been made. Also peaceful parades of

defenseless women have been brutally disbanded by

shots.

In Bayamón, police fired at the Assembly hall of

the American Federation of Labor, breaking char

ters of unions with bullets. Clubs and bullets are

used freely to frighten poor laborers in the country.

Parades are broken up, hundreds of arrests have

been made to pustify local official barbarism. Sup

posed defendants are tried rapidly and denied bail,

as the rights of meeting in public places have prac

tically been abolished, as well as all legal channels

of defense, namely the right of habeas corpus.

The industry and commerce of the island produce

a net earning in Porto Rico of $80,000,000 in less

than twelve years.

The value of property has increased three fold

from 1898 to 1916.

Corporations carry away from the island over 60

per cent of the profit of what we produce.

Taxes for the maintenance of the government have

been reduced and misery and hunger abound every

where.

Lack of schools for 250,000 children results from

reduction of the budget to half of its requirements,

so that the corporations might pay less taxes and

obtain larger profits.

Death rate is increasing.

Sanitation is in the hands of masters and poli

ticians. -

Producing masses are oppressed and trampled

upon, and absolutely restrained from lawfully fighting

the monster monopolies. And as a result the reign

of industrial tyranny and oppression is supreme over

life and labor.

We are demanding a complete and full investiga

tion of our resources and of the miserable condi

tions under which laborers work, by an impartial

commission of the United States Congress.

The law suits which the state branch of the Amer

ican Federation of Labor in Porto Rico has to Sus

tain, as well as the petitions for help from the moth

ers, children and other relatives of the persecuted,

call for a good deal of funds which we have not

got. The most of these law suits are to come off

before the Supreme Court of Porto Rico and some of

them involving constitutional rights will have to

be taken before the United States Supreme Court.

We earnestly demand the co-operation and finan

cial assistance of all the labor organizations and of

all public-spirited and generous men of our move

ment.

This is the first time we have sought financial

assistance of the sister unions of the American Con

tinent.

A people struggling for its rights and public lib

erties, under horrible conditions of oppression and

tyranny, places its trust in your financial co-opera

tion, and believes it will be cheerfully given.

sponding in this way to the great spirit of justice

which has ever characterized your conduct, we hope

to enlist your generous co-operation and that you will

respond generously.

All contributions should be sent to Rafael Alonso,

general secretary Federación Libre, Box 270, San

Juan, P. R.

Santiago Iglesias, President.

§ {}

American Federation of Labor Endorses Oregon

Proposition.

The Executive Council of the American Fed

eration of Labor in session at Washington from

February 21 to 26 endorsed the proposed Oregon

Land and Loan Amendment, initiated by the

Portland Central Labor Council and the Oregon

Federation of Labor. Resolutions endorsing the

proposition were introduced in the convention at

San Francisco in December of the American Fed

eration. They were referred to the Executive

Council with power to act. The endorsement is

the result. [See vol. xviii, p. 690; current volume,

page 129.]

Re- .
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Texas Singletaxers Meet.

Texas Singletaxers in convention at Dallas on

March 16 and 17 formed the Texas League for

the Taxation of Land Values. State Senator J. C.

McNealus of Dallas was temporary chairman of

the gathering, and Roy Bedichek of Austin per

manent chairman. A declaration of economic

independence was adopted, addressed to the peo

ple of Texas and calling attention to the followin

facts: -

1. There are now 250,000 tenant farmers in Texas

with an annual increase of some 5,000.

2. Seventy-five per cent of the homes in our larger

cities are rented or mortgaged.

3. Renters in our smaller cities and towns are

increasing every year.

4. Wage-earners are restless and are rightfully

demanding better pay and a higher standard of liv

ing. The menace of unemployment is constantly

becoming more acute in Texas.

5. Interest rates are high and the cost of living

is going up every year.

6. Industry is hampered and the business man

of small means is being wiped out. (See Dun's and

Bradstreet's 1910 statements that nine-tenths of the

business failures are below $5,000.)

7. Remedial or makeshift measures have proven

failures—the cancer of serfdom is eating into the

agricultural industry of the State, while labor and

unprivileged capital are constantly being forced into

a position of greater and greater subservience to

monopolistic groups and individuals.

Believing that the seven counts in the above in

dictment constitute a menace to our civilization, we

demand as a first and prime measure of relief that

our State Constitution be amended so that State,

county and municipal revenues be derived from a

tax upon land values, relieving thereby from taxa

tion all improvements in or on land and all other

products of labor.

The coming fight on the taxation of land values

will inevitably lie between the land speculator on

the one side and capital and labor on the other; and

we challenge any citizen or organization, having

the welfare of the State at heart, who is inclined

to dispute our indictment or to quarrel with our

remedy, to produce a better program.

It was decided to circulate for signatures the

following petition to the Governor and Legisla

ture:

Gentlemen: Two hundred and fifty thousand ten

ant farmers, and the homeless and landless people

in the cities and towns of Texas call for relief at

your hands. Idle land and jobless men are a men

ace to our peace and well being.

The first necessary step to bring “the landless

man and the manless land” together is to make it

profitable to use land to its highest purpose and un

profitable to hold land out of use.

To this end we demand that you submit to the

people of Texas for their approval this amendment.

to the Constitution of the State.

“Article VIII, Section 1 of the Constitution of the

State of Texas shall be amended so as to hereafter

read as follows:

“Taxation shall be equal and uniform as to prop

erty and to taxation. Provided, however, that all

forms of property, which shall have been created

by the labor of human beings, shall forever be ex

empted from taxation, and that the State and all

political subdivisions thereof, generally known as

counties, cities and towns, shall assess for taxation

only the rental of the unimproved value of land and

the value of the franchise of public service corpora

tions that use the streets or lands of the State or

any political subdivisions of same, and shall be em

powered to fix such a rate as to produce the revenue

necessary to defray the expenses of the government,

economically administered, in said State or political

subdivisions of same.” -

Among the letters of sympathy received was

one from H. E. Heller, candidate for the United

States Senate, and another from Professor John

W. Granberry of the Southwestern University, of

Georgetown. The officers of the newly formed

league are W. A. Black of San Antonio, chairman;

Roy Bedichek of Austin, secretary, and J. J.

Pastoriza of Houston, treasurer.

{}

Gas Monopoly Defeated in Springfield, Ill.

A fight of many years by Springfield, Illinois,

progressives to bring about a five per cent reduº

tion in the price of gas was finally won through

a court decision on March 16. The fight origin

ally began by Joseph Farris was emergetically car

ried on by the present Commissioner Willis

Spaulding with the help of City Attorney A. D.

Stevens.

{} {}

Chicago Women Oppose Mayor Thompson.

A mass meeting of women's civic organizations

at the Auditorium in Chicago on March 19, at

tended by more than 3,000 adopted resolutions

condemning Mayor Thompson’s administration

for violating the civil service law, and introducing

the spoils system into the Department of Public

Welfare and other branches of the municipal gov

ernment. The resolutions “deplore the action of

the city council in refusing to submit the question

of the sale of the automatic telephone to a vote of

the citizens of Chicago.” Demands were made for

more stringent regulations regarding housing. In

regard to prevention of crime the resolutions say

that prosecution cannot be entirely relied upon

when “Crime is the result of poverty, bad environ

ment, inadequate education or defective men

tality.” Mrs. Joseph T. Bowen presided. The

speakers were Miss Mary McDowell, Mrs. Wil

liam Hefferan, Mrs. George Bass, Miss Harriet

Vittum, Mrs. Harlan Ward Cooley, Dr. Alice

Hamilton, Mrs. James Morrisson, and William B.

Hale.
-

º:

Osborne Acquitted.

Thomas Mott Osborne was acquitted at White

Plains, N. Y., on March 16, of perjury by the

jury in the court of Justice Arthur S. Tompkins.

Justice Tompkins held that Dr. Rudolph Diedling,
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a state prison commissioner, was without author

ity under the state prison law when he investi

gated, single-handed, Osborne's administration of

Sing Sing. It was before Doctor Diedling that

the alleged perjury was said to have been com

mitted. An indictment on another charge is still

pending. [See current volume, pages 7, 14.]

{} {}

Mexico and the United States.

The American punitive expedition in quest of

General Pancho Villa and his band of outlaws, en

tered Mexican territory on the 15th. A strict mili

tary censorship over all dispatches from the front

reduces actual information to a minimum. Two

columns of cavalry crossed the line, one at Colum

bus, New Mexico, numbering 5,000, under Gen

eral Pershing, and one at a point south of Hachita,

New Mexico, under Colonel George J. Dodd. Villa

continued his retreat directly southward, after his

Columbus raid, as far as La Cruces, near which

point he is said to have come in contact with the

Carranza forces, and to have turned northward.

If this be true it should soon bring him in contact

with the Americans who are moving southward

from Casas Grandes in two columns, after having

united at that point. La Cruces is about 200 miles

from the border, and a little northeast from

Madera. [See current volume, page 253.]

§

Despite many threatening rumors of treachery

and ill-feeling on the part of Mexicans there has

been little friction between them and the Amer

icans, and no open hostility. General Funston has

asked for the use of the railroad running south

ward from El Paso for the conveyance of supplies

to his troops. The matter is now the subject of

negotiation between Washington and the Carranza

government. General Carranza is asking reciprocal

privileges from this country. If the arrangement

is made it will greatly simplify the forwarding of

supplies for the American forces. Another large

force of cavalry is said to have left Columbus on

the 20th. Villa left thirty of his wounded at El

Valle. General Pershing estimates that the Mex

icans lost 200 killed and wounded in the attack

on Columbus.

{}

General Alesio Gonzalez is reported as having

defeated Emiliano Zapata with heavy losses in the

State of Mexico.

§ {}

European War. -

German attacks on Verdun continue, but with

apparently decreasing force, and with smaller re

sults. North of the Fortress the Germans appear

to control the village of Vaux, but have been un

able to take the fort of that name. West of the

Meuse the fighting has been heaviest, but with no

substantial gain in ground. The assaulting col

umns in this field are said to have suffered enor

mous losses. No details, however, have been given

out officially either from Paris or from Berlin.

Intermittent fighting occurs in the Vosges Moun

tains and at various points on the long line stretch

ing away to the coast in the West. [See current

volume, page 254.]

Greater activity on the eastern front is mani

fested, particularly in Galicia, where the Russians

have made gains from the Austrians on the Stripa

River. Heavy assaults have been made by the Rus

sians on the Riga-Dvinsk front, but apparently

with small results. Berlin claims heavy losses on

the part of the Russians. Unrest appears to be

increasing in the Balkans. Roumania has been

suppressing pro-German agitation, even to the

extent of executing some of the leaders. Clashes

between Greeks and Bulgarians grow more fre

quent on their frontier. Telephone and telegraph

wires out of Greece have been cut, which is taken

to mean some action on the part of the Germanic

forces. Italian assaults on the Isonzo front have

assumed greater force, but no material changes in

the lines have been effected. Austria is reported

to be moving troops southward from Durazzo for

an attack on Avlona, in Albania, which the

Italians hold. Little is reported from the Armenian

and Mesopotamian fronts. Petrograd announces

that the forces advancing toward Bagdad have but

one more pass to take in the mountains to put the

Russians in touch with the British at Kut-el

Amara. -

§

Air and sea warfare are again attracting atten

tion. Four German planes visited the Kentish

coast during daylight and dropped bombs. Nine

persons were killed, and thirty injured. One of

the planes was brought down by a British plane,

and fell into the sea. Sixty-five planes of the

Allies attacked Zeebrugge, which is supposed to be

the base from which the German planes operate.

Much damage is reported, and all the planes es

caped. Several ships, both of belligerents and

neutrals, have been lost, either by mines or by tor

pedoes. The sinking of the Dutch ship Tubantia,

though disclaimed by Germany, has brought about

strained relations between that country and Hol

land. Admiral Von Tirpitz has resigned as head

of the German naval department.

{}

The Department of Commerce at Washington

has issued a report that places the loss of ships

from the beginning of the war at 2,000, of nearly

4,000,000 tonnage. Germany’s loss, sunk, cap

tured, or detained in foreign ports, heads the list

with 600. Great Britain has lost 500, of which

225 were sunk by submarines. Her allies lost 167.

Austria lost 84, and Turkey 124. Ninety-two neu

tral vessels have been submarined, and ninety

four sunk by mines. Twenty-three have been

damaged by submarines and mines.
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Austria has recalled her ambassador to Portugal,

and dismissed the Portuguese ambassador, which

establishes a state of war between the two coun

tries. Serbia, the country over which the war

started, has lost, according to the Prince Regent

Alexander, 1,000,000 of her 5,000,000 people from

war, starvation, and the typhus epidemic. He ex

presses profound gratitude for what America has

done for his countrymen.

NEWS NOTES

—The Panama-California International Exposition

at San Diego was formally opened on March 18.

—Senator Cummins of Iowa was endorsed for

President by Minnesota Republicans at the primaries

On March 15.

-Thomas Taggart was appointed by Governor

Ralston of Indiana on March 20 as United States

Senator to fill the vacancy caused by the death of

Senator Shively on March 14.

—The province of Kiang-Si declared its independ

ence of Yuan Shi Kai's government on the 15th, and

joined the rebellious provinces of Yunnan and Qnei

Chow. Dispatches to the Chinese legation at Wash

ington report that the government troops are quell

ing the rebellion in Yunnan. [See current volume,

page 202.]

-The National Conference on Community Centers

will be held at New York on April 19 to 22.

organization headquarters are at 70 Fifth avenue in

charge of Secretary John Collier. Among the sign

ers of the call are Grace Abbott of Chicago, George

E. Hooper of Chicago, Earl Barnes of Philadelphia,

Herbert S. Bigelow of Cincinnati, Frederic C. Howe,

Frank Parker Stockbridge of New York and others.

—The Associated Billposters of the United States

and Canada, known as the Billboard Trust, was

found to be a “combination in restraint of trade” by

Federal Judge Landis at Chicago on March 14, and

was ordered to dissolve. The association was found

to have leased most available sites for billboards,

and Judge Landis declared it to be “not a case of

mere restraint but of total exclusion.”

PRESS OPINIONS

The Democratic Surrender to the Sugar Trust.

Johnstown (Pa.) Democrat, March 17.--The Con

gress, it is stated by the House and Senate leaders,

proposes repealing the tariff law that would have

given the people of this country sugar tariff free, the

first of next May. Congressman Bailey has defi

nitely taken his stand against the repealer. He de

clares that if there had been proper economy prac

ticed in governmental expenditures it would not

be necessary again to load the Sugar Trust upon

the backs of the people. He points out that the

party promised the consumers of this country that

it would stand for free sugar. The leaders in Con

gress declare that by reason of new conditions it is

necessary to call back the promise made; that sugar

The

must again be made to furnish revenue with which

to conduct the affairs of this government. This

claim Congressman Bailey flatly denies. He main

tains that militarism and extravagance are respon

sible for the shift. He insists that it is better that

the government at Washington economize than the

ultimate consumer be further burdened.

§ {}

Why Not Force Open the Unused Private Lands?

Peoria (Ill.) Journal, March 17.-The Nebraska

State Journal calls attention to the fact that Uncle

Sam's opening of a 4,000-acre tract in the North

Platte irrigation district for setlement practically

Winds up the “free land distribution” of the nation.

It adds:

Free or cheap land has been the American safety valve.

A population straining for self-betterment has had its

own rennedy—to go west and grow up with the country.

With the government reduced to advertising an opening

of forty-three farms, the safety valve may be considered

forever closed. The expansive energy formerly exerted

outward must hereafter work itself out intensively. In

creasing land speculation, with rapidly rising prices of

land and proportionately increasing dissatisfaction among

the landless, would seem inevitable. The tone of our

politics and the intensity of our social problems cannot

but be vitally changed under the strain of dealing inter

nally with a social pressure which hitherto has had the

wilderness to vent itself upon.

“Land hunger” will soon become a reality in this

rapidly growing country and the constant pressure

of population, increasing higher than the ratio of

production, is bound to bring us face to face with

economic problems that we have heretofore consid

ered remote. The far-sighted statesman and pub

licist must devote his thought earnestly to the con

sideration of these questions if we are to escape

the extremes which curse the older nations of the

world.

{} {}

Turning Soldiers Into Men, or Men Into Soldiers.

The American School Board Journal, March.-We

have disagreed heartily with the suggestion that

the secondary schools of the United States should

contribute to preparedness for war by offering

military drill. It has appeared to us that a better

type of preparation will result from a well balanced

scheme of physical education in which gymnastic

exercises, play and athletic sports are blended with

health instruction that will make strong, healthy,

clean young men. A promising suggestion, with

which we heartily agree, is made by Assistant Sec

retary of Labor Post that the army give all its re

cruits some form of industrial education so that all

soldiers after their period of enlistment would have

a trade or a calling in civil life. Our army posts

would then offer an inducement to young men be

tween 18 and 22 years and would conserve doubly

the stability of the nation. Modern warfare is

essentially mechanical and its victories are depend

ent upon industrial efficiency as much as upon mili

tary skill and personal bravery. The United States

army will contribute in times of peace to our safety

as much by making skilled artisans of all kinds as

by its military drills.

§ {:}

Admitting the Camel's Head Into the Tent.

Daily News and Leader (London) February 15.

The largest issue which Parliament will have to con

sider will be the financing of the war. The revenue
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returns have been extraordinarily favorable, and

there is every reason to believe that the estimate

of revenue will be considerably exceeded, apart from

the substantial return from the tax on war profits.

But however satisfactory the revenue may be, it is

evident that we cannot continue the war on the

present basis of national income. . . . From whence

are the new resources to come? From possessions

or from consumption? The Protectionists are in

full cry after their favorite quarry, and some

of the weak-kneed Free Traders are joining them.

The “Spectator” is alarmed at the idea of making

further demands on the tax-payer and, throwing over

all its economic commonsense, calls for a ten per

cent ad valorem duty on all imports, food, raw ma

terial, manufactures—everything. We are to make

all that we consume dearer in order that we may

keep the taxes of the rich and the well-to-do lower.

We are to consolidate our alliance with France and

Russia and Italy by putting a tax on their exports in

place of the free market we gave them when they

were not our Allies. We are to reward the Over

seas Dominions for their sacrifices by protecting the

home producer against them. They will have a pre

ferential tax as compared with France, but they will

be taxed where hitherto they have had the privilege

of free trade. The suggestion that this is to be done

to reduce imports is obviously insincere. The way

to reduce imports is to make them illegal in so far

as they are unnecessary. . . . There is no question

of taxing German trade, for we have no trade with

Germany to tax. It will be time enough for us to

decide whether we are to enter on an economic war

with Germany when we have won the war on the

battlefield. Till then, at least, let us avoid putting

duties on our Allies' goods in order to save the

pockets of the rich by making the general cost of

living higher than the unavoidable conditions of the

war make it. If we are to fight the Protection fall

acy again let it be a fair fight and not a stampede

on a false issue.

º; º;

The Anarchist Bogey.

Mother Earth (New York), March.-At a banquet

in Chicago where priests, lawyers, politicians and

other prominent people feasted in honor of Arch

bishop Mundelein, a number of the guests became

sick. A panic followed. . . . The police and the

newspapers decided Jean Crones, a chef, had poi

soned the soup, and they proved it by letting the

public know that Crones was an anarchist, hoping

that people would forget for the moment that the

monopoly of poisoning foodstuffs is in the hands of

trusts and large manufacturers. Besides being an

anarchist, Crones had disappeared without giving

notice to the police. Very suspicious! Why does a

man disappear if he has not poisoned any soup 2 It

was enough material for Assistant Police Chief

Schuettler of Chicago to discover a country-wide

anarchist conspiracy to kill all the priests and to

blow up all churches, city halls and police head

quarters. . . . The papers started a race in sen

sationalism with the man-hunters of the police.

Some of them published letters written by Crones

for the special purpose of making it easy for the

police to arrest him. He sent them his signature,

his finger prints, and they had his picture. He

told them that he was in New York. The police

boasted that they knew places from which he tele

phoned to inform the public, through the press, about

his intentions. But, perhaps through forgetfulness

on his part, he did not mail his address to head

quarters and, of course, for this reason they could

not find him. Crones may now live in Bombay or in

Bridgeport, Conn.; the police do not know. Neither

does anybody else know that he poisoned the soup.

The whole case is pretty much of a mess. The

“Anarchist squads” and the “Bomb squads” have

found out nothing. They only succeeded in poison

ing the minds of unthinking people. But that's

perhaps the very reason for their existence and the

excuse by which they draw salaries.

RELATED THINGS

CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT

THE NATURE FAKER.

For The Public.

“The Ant,” thus pompously he did begin,

“Is a strange, foolish creature. Of the soil

On which their hill is built, by common toil,

A few possess the most and shut it in

To idleness and call it lawless sin

To break the fixed bounds. All efforts foil

To make it serve. Hence small areas boil

With crowded insects, while the few can grin.”

A man far back among the crowded rows,

In righteous wrath, stood and did loudly cry,

“You fool! Why, every ignorant donkey knows

That in an ant-hill all things work or die!”

Quick he consults his notes, “The title ran–

I had my two talks mixed—not ‘ANT, but ‘MAN!’”

VANE MACNAIR.

§ {}

WITHOUT PREJUDICE.

For The Public.

My table was heaped with newspapers and maga

zines and I was weary of them all. Sympathy, long

tortured, threatened to grow numb beneath the

endless record of men driven or misled into the

shambles, women doomed to fates that savages

would balk at inflicting, children vainly wailing

for protection, nations crying for a Justice that

seemed to have fled the earth.

“Surely in a neutral country,” I said, “there

must be someone who can discern the cause of

these things, someone who, without prejudice, can

weigh the errors and the misery of all. I will

leave my books and talk with men.”

Sun, birds and rolling meadows greeted me.

Perceiving the peaceful loveliness of Nature, my

spirits rose, and I looked hopefully about for

someone to share my path, but it led on through

solitude until twin rocks, a narrow path dividing

them, confronted me.

Beyond the rocks a grassy hollow, shaded by

great trees, invited me to rest, and I leaned
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against a sturdy trunk and closed my eyes. When

I opened them I found that I had a companion.

Nearby reclined a man, apparently weary, like

myself, his limbs stretched luxuriantly upon the

turf and his hands clasped behind his head, but,

the dark eyes gazing up at the overhanging boughs

betrayed none of the soul-sadness that was mine.

A more graceful figure I had never seen, nor fea

tures of more perfect regularity, yet, as he be

came aware of my scrutiny, and sat up, cross

legged, facing me with a courteous smile, I shrank

with seemingly unwarranted repulsion. Yet I

was not surprised when he said:

“How fortunate that we should have chosen

the same place and hour for rest. I think we have

met before.”

“I think we have,” I responded, although I

could not find the proper place for him in my

memory.

“You are in quest of something,” he stated.

“Yes,” I assented. “I set forth this morning

in search of a sincerely neutral person, believing

that only such an one could form an unprejudiced

ºniº, as to the causes and the possible solution

O —”

My new (or old) acquaintance interrupted me

with a courteous little wave of the hand and a

brilliant smile: -

“Your quest is ended,” he affirmed. “I am the

only genuine neutral at present on earth.”

“I am indeed fortunate to have met you,' I said.

“And will you favor me with your views?”

“With the greatest pleasure,” he assured me.

“That is, if while I talk I may smoke. My

thoughts flow more easily when I see smoke aris

ing.”

The match which he struck daintily upon the

heel of his pointed shoe smelled strongly of old

fashioned sulphur, but as the disagreeable odor

melted away he explained:

“I dislike the diminutive tapers they call wax

matches, and these being a by-product of one

of my own outputs suit both taste and economy.”

He blew some smoke rings cleverly, watching

them sail upward, then, clasping his hands about

his knee, proceeded:

“Yes, absolute neutrality in this great war

has been achieved by one individual only, and I

am that individual. I regard with impartial

favor every warring nation. It is particularly

fortunate that it should be so because my position

is unique and my power practically unlimited.

Were it not for the endless supplies I can turn

out the war would end in a week.”

I murmured something, and he took me up

somewhat sharply:

“‘A good thing,” did I understand you to say?

There are different opinions regarding that.

Every country is fighting for its life, you know.

My war supplies are of the most reliable kind—

tried and proved by centuries of use—and my

factories run full blast, day and night. There

are no strikes among my employes. Every worker

takes a pride in his job and puts his last ounce

of energy into it. However, I may say without

vanity that the excellence of my organization

and the splendid quality of my output are chiefly

due to my constant personal supervision. It was

but for a few hours’ needed rest that I came here,

not anticipating,” he bowed, “the pleasure await

ing me.”

“But,” I said, puzzled, “how do you find a mar

ket for this great output How make deliveries?

You say you supply all belligerents impartially,
but the war zones : x

He laughed heartily.

“No war zone affects me. Did I not tell you

that I am absolutely and genuinely neutral? No

suspicion attaches to my cargoes in the mind of

any nation, and not one of them has put my

class of supplies upon its contraband list. The war

party in every country knows that I am its

stanchest ally, and not one of them dares risk

losing my friendship by cutting off my means

of access to any other. You are clever enough, I

am sure, to see in this the answer to the question

that has been bothering you. While some of the

belligerents are better equipped than others with

cannon, shrapnel, submarines, etc., these are not

the real sinews of war. The latter I supply to

all alike, and to the full capacity of their require

ments. No order is ever turned down nor delayed

in transit. It is my splendid service alone that

makes it possible for civilized nations to main

tain this magnificent struggle.”

His eyes flashed with pride and he arose to a

height that I had not guessed to be his when

crouched upon the ground.

“Before you go,” I suggested, “will you not tell

me the nature of these munitions of which you

are the exclusive manufacturer? I know little of

such things, but the names, at least, may be fa

miliar to me.”

“Oh,” he said, carelessly, “the names don’t

matter. Every nation, almost every individual,

orders by a different name, but they all get the

same line of goods. Then, also, for convenience,

they all use a sort of cipher which I understand

perfectly. The word ‘Patriotism,” for instance,

covers a vast variety of our products. ‘Retribu

tion’ is another good code word. “Righteousness'

covers some of the most popular of my specialties;

and there are many others. To avoid errors in

shipping, however, the goods are labeled plainly

in our stock-rooms, and as the best results are

obtained by furnishing them in a certain rota

tion, I advise my consignees, whenever possible, to

take them that way. Our stock is arranged con

secutively: ‘Misunderstanding.’ ‘Suspicion,’ ‘Fear,'

‘Deceit,’ ‘Hatred,” “Revenge.” Those are my stand

ard supplies, although I have numerous by-prod

ucts of these staples that are in constant demand.”
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I was silent, pondering. Then I said aloud:

“It would seem as though, all belligerents being

now furnished alike in the essentials of war, the

Victor must seek some other source of supply,

must find some Maker and Purveyor of muni

tions, more effective than any that you manufac
ture.”

“None such exists,” the Great War Promoter

asserted, emphatically. “Nevertheless, your re

mark reminds me that I really must go. My

Workmen are never idlers, but my presence cer

tainly does inspire them to greater activity, and

in thºse stirring times it is not safe to permit

the slightest decrease in our output. This little

talk has been most enjoyable to me; and you, I

trust, have been afforded some enlightenment as

to the origin of this glorious conflict of civilized

Peoples and the reason for its continuance. As

to the outcome—” . He hesitated, apparently

loath, yet desirous, of admitting me to a full

appreciation of his ambition:

“If you will not betray it I will tell you a

secret, suspected as yet by only a few: In Me

Jolt, see, personified, the Destiny of the Nations.”

The sky had darkened while we talked. A dis

tant, warning roll, more solemn than that of

cannon, came to our ears. My companion looked

upward, frowning, his glance strangely defiant.

As he did so a quivering glance of flame pierced

the low-hanging clouds and an ear-stunning

Crash shook the ground upon which we stood.

When my startled senses resumed their normal

functions my companion was gone, and though,

seeking, shelter, I quickly gained the path be

tween the rocks, I did not find him thereon nor

in the fields beyond. F.R.A.N CES E. G.A.L.E.

§ {}

FOR PEACE! FOR PEACE!

For The Public.

Take a nation's sacred honor,

Proud in red and white and blue,

Grant diplomacy an army,

Give the ship of state a crew

Skilled in formal navigation,

Strain them all to anger's pitch,

And behold—a solemn duty 2

Or a tragedy? Say which

Yonder where the older landmarks

Fall in ruins on the dead,

Yonder where the parent peoples

Wreck the homes where we were bred,

Yonder seek and find an answer:

There where woe with upraised hand

Stands entreating, hoping, warning,

Wistful for our younger land.

In their madness have they hurt us?

Have we called to them in vain?

Have they clutched at fierce advantage?

In their frenzy have they slain?

Must we then loose wrath upon them?

Must we mar the earth still more?

Must we close our hearts to pity?

Must we set our hands to war?

Must we, if we can, re-summons

Grant and Lee to marshal hosts,

Armed and angered for the menace

Of those distant, broken coasts?

Shall the children add their fury

To a fatherland's despair?

Shall they carry hatred thither,

Shall they mock the horror there?

Surer than the laws of nations

And the judgments of the strong,

Falls the weight of retribution,

Comes the punishment for wrong.

Can we judge who erred the greatest?

Can we bind or we release?

Not the depths of hell should utter

Challenge that can baffle peace!

§ E. J. SALISBURY.

THE NEW TWENTY-THIRD PSALM.

For The Public.

The Recipients of the Bounty of Special Privilege

Express Confidence in Its Continued Benefits.

Special Privilege is my shepherd; I shall not want.

It maketh me to lie down in green pastures; it lead

eth me beside still waters. It restoreth my soul.

It guideth me in paths of plenty for its name's sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow

of strife and discord, I will fear no evil; for Privil

ege is with me; its law and its power, they comfort

me. It prepareth a table before me in the presence

of the poor and needy. It anointeth my head with

oil of joy; my cup runneth over. Surely abundance

and ease shall follow me all the days of my life;

and I shall dwell in the house of Privilege forever.

GUSTAVE HENRY ZASTROW.

BOOKS

THE FREE SPEECH FIGHT.

Free Speech for Radicals. By Theodore Schroeder.

Published by Hillacre Book house. Riverside,

Conn. 1916. Price, $1.50 net.

This is a reprint of a number of articles by the

author previously published in various papers.

Unlimited freedom of speech leads to numerous

and difficult problems, but restrictions on the free

dom of expression of one's opinions leads to well

nigh insoluble ones. People who are dissatisfied

must voice their grievances. Some tell their

troubles to their friends and relatives, but Single

taxers and Socialists must go to the street corner

and proclaim them in public. When the authori

ties interfere and say, “Thou shalt not,” trouble

ensues. Because the authorities order the suppres

sion of the “anarchists” and the discontented resist

the “tyranny of the police,” some of the grumblers

are sent to jail and some of the authorities are

sent to heaven.



March 24, 1916.
283

The Public

This truth is universal, being equally true in

Russia, where Socialists are sent to Siberia, and in

San Diego, Cal., where Anarchists are tarred and

feathered. One need only read the author's chap

ter on the Free Speech ſight in San Diego to be

convinced. HYMAN LEWINE.

§ {}

SUPERFICIAL ECONOMICS.

Learning to Earn. By John A. Lapp and John H.

Mote. Published by The Bobbs-Merrill Company,

Indianapolis. Price, $1.50 net.

No one is against vocational education. There

is much disagreement, however, as to what is ulti

mately to be expected of an industrially educated

people, and as to whether or not industrial educa

tion will cure certain economic ailments from

which civilization is now acutely suffering. And

so, when Messrs. Lapp and Mote hold out indus

trial education as the salvation of humanity one

grows impatient with the narrowness of their views

in spite of the very valuable data which they have

collected.

Indeed, the crying need of teaching our people

a few of the fundamentals of economics is well

illustrated by the ignorance of this subject mani

fested on nearly every page of the work. On pages

76 and 77 we are told that only one out of ten

boys entering the textile mill can expect to rise

out of the wearisome niche of automatic effort into

more highly skilled work. How simple and naive

the remedy which these gentlemen propose in the

next breath ! “Of course,” we are assured, “boys

and girls must be educated away from these ‘blind

alley” occupations.” But did it ever occur to these

gentlemen that it is necessary for a great class

of our people to occupy these “blind alley” occu

pations in order for the world to go on, and that

the remedy is to make open thoroughfares of the

blind alleys rather than to try to take people out

of them in order that other people may be shoved

into them 2

Again, on page 89, we find that it is “generally

agreed that there is not enough food to go

around'; that a shortage of supply has enhanced

prices for all classes.” I beg to inform Messrs.

Lapp and Mote that no such absurdity is agreed

to by anybody except university economists. Nearly .

everyone else knows that the productive power of

labor is more than a hundred fold greater than it

was a hundred years ago.

Turning on to page 92 we find this remarkable

statement: “That the farm has not been attractive

as a business opportunity, accounts partially for

the movement from country to city.” Allow me

to carry the inquiry a step further and say why

the farm is not attractive as a business proposition

here in southwestern Texas. The reason is that a

farmer owning, say, three hundred acres of good

river bottom land here in Travis County finds

that he can import Mexican peons who will work

his farm as he directs, live in wretched shanties,

enslaving their children, take beans and salt pork

as nourishment, and hand over to him in the fall

everything that is left over from the production

of the farm. Therefore, living in town and driv- .

ing around in an automobile and patronizing city

schools he finds more attractive. Do you blame

him * Certainly not. Should you blame society

for thus allowing him and his kind to substitute

in this portion of Texas Mexican peonage for

American yeomanry?

The simple truth of the matter is that the

problem of production has already been solved.

We should try to teach the workers to collect

what they earn rather than be engaging in the

largely futile task of teaching them to produce

more under the intolerable conditions now im

posed upon them by our economic system.

And all the enthusiastic vocationalists may be

advised that the men and women who work in

the great unskilled and unorganized employments

will never be able to collect but a fraction of what

they earn until the natural opportunities of the

earth are thrown open to labor, the toll-gates de

stroyed and the toll-gatherers forced into some

sort of productive employment. In the meantime

let us stress the social sciences in our educational

system. It would be better for a boy of eighteen

to be well grounded in economics than for him

to be able to make a chair, if a choice between

these two were necessary. R. BEDICHEK.

BOOKS RECEIVED

—Living the Radiant Life. By George Wharton

James. Published by the Radiant Life Press, Pasa

dena, Calif. 1916. Price, $1.00 net.

—The King of the Money Kings. By Lincoln

Truax. Published by the Money Kings Publishing

Co., 542 S. Dearborn St., Chicago. 1916. Price, $1.25,

net.

—Notes of a Busy Life. By Joseph Benson

Foraker. Published by Stewart & Kidd Co., Cin

cinnati, O. 1916. Price, two volumes, $5.00 per

set, net.

—Department Store Occupations. By Iris Prouty

O'Leary. Published by the Survey Committee of

the Cleveland Foundation, Cleveland, O. 1916. Price,

25 cents, postpaid.

—Schools and Classes for Exceptional Children.

By David Mitchell. Published by the Survey Com

mittee of the Cleveland Foundation, Cleveland, O.

1916. Price, 25 cents, postpaid.

—Measuring the Work of the Public Schools. By

Charles Hubbard Judd. Published by the Survey

Committee of the Cleveland Foundation, Cleveland,

O. , 1916. Price, 50 cents, postpaid.

º; º;

The real agitator is the conservative. Tumults are

caused by the fixed rocks—the conservative in the

stream of progress.-Dan Beard.
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Land Values.

The March number of Land Values (London, Eng

land, 50 cents per year) is filled with meat from

cover to cover. And never was its wholesome criti

icism of the inane and vacillating land policy of the

government more needed. Military necessity com

pels attention to the disabled soldiers, but sub

servency to the landlords vitiates all that is done

by way of practical relief. It is well that the land

values group should have this organ to unify their

thought and do all they can to make it effective.

There is, beside, much pertinent comment on the

tariff and the land question in general. S. C.

§ {:}

Thinks.

A bi-monthly four page magazine with this title

has been started by the Colorado Singletax Associa

tion with headquarters at 220 National Safety Vault

building, Denver. Ben J. Salmon, secretary of the

association, is editor. The first issue is full of mat

ter useful for propaganda. S. D.

A number of candidates for the police force were

being examined by a doctor the other day, and a

pretty stiff examination it was, too. At length it

came to testing the men's sense of hearing, and

said the examiner:

“Do you see this watch?”

Candidate—Yes.

Examiner—Do you hear it tick?

Candidate—Certainly; quite plainly.

Examiner—Stand farther back.

Candidate retires three paces.

Shoot Straight

at a Target

Promiscuous sampling is shooting in

the air.

Marked sample copies go straight to a

prospect and demand attention, not to

everything, but to one particular article.

And they get attention. Few of us have

the courage to ignore marked articles:

we are a little afraid of missing—if we do

ignore them—something unusually good!

Examiner—Do you hear it now?

Candidate—Yes.

Examiner—Well, you must be smart, for the watch

has not been going for a fortnight.—Sacred Heart

Review.

{:} {}

Applicant—No, ma'am, I could not work where

there's children.

Madame—But we advertised for a girl who un

derstood children.

Applicant—Oh, I understand 'em, ma'am. That's

why I wouldn't work where they are.—Chicago Her

ald.

{}

Marion was saying her prayers.

she petitioned,

mont.”

“Why, Marion,” said her shocked mother, “what

“And please God,”

“make Boston the capital of Ver

made you say that?” " -

Marion settled herself in bed. “'Cause,” she

answered, “I made it that way in my zamination

paper today an' I want it to be right.”

EDWARD B. SWINNEY & CO.

Members New York Steck Exchange

120 Broadway

NEW YORK CITY

Stocks and Bonds bought and sold on commission

GHICAGO SINGLETAX GLUB

SCHILLER BUILDING

March 24—Dr. A. Augustus O'Neill:

Saving Ideals of Humanity.”

March 25—Dance at Hamlin Park Hall,

Hoyne and Barry Avenues. Admission by

ticket only.

March 31—Stoughton Cooley: “The Proposed

Constitutional Amendment.”

OTTO CULLMAN, E. J. BATTEN,

President. Business Secretary.

“The

Massachusetts SingleTax League
ALEX MACKENDRICK, Secretary

Office and headquarters of the League, 120 Boylston

Street, Boston. Secretary in attendance every day from

2 till 5 o'clock; Saturday, 10 to 12. Executive Committee

meets the last Friday of each month at above address at

7:30. All interested are welcomed at these meetings.

SUGGESTIVE THERAPEUtics.

A course of essentials which may be

completed at home in 180 hours. Con

cise, definite and practical. Well adap

ted for use of physicians. For full par

ticulars, address, Dept. F. N., Weltmer Institute, Nevada, Mo.
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Fels-Naptha works
*

best in cool or lukewarm

water,without hard rub=

bing or boiling. It is es=

pecially good for woolens

because hard rubbing

ruins them, and Fels=

Naptha does away with

all hard rubbing.

Buy it by the carton or box

and follow directions on the

Red and Green Wrapper.

CLASSIFIED ADWERTISEMENTS

Small classified advertisements we will insert in The

Pºłºlic at the rate of 2C a word, cash with order.

Subscribers who want to buy or sell something which

would not, in their opinion, warrant a large advertise

ment will find here a method of advertising specially

adapted to their needs.

PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION. Alice Henry,

formerly editor of Life and Labor, gives a talk on “The

Ashtabula Plan,” with a model election. For terms ad

dress ºo The Public, Chicago.

MADE A MISTAKE.. In the ad placed in periodicals

having a circulation of millions, I always followed the

words Man immortal now with the statement “Sweden

borg's great work, “Heaven and Hell.’” The name of the

work in the ad in The Public was inadvertently left out

by me. Prof. John Wright Buckham says: “Emanuel

Swedenborg's message in “Heaven and Hell' has found

so many groping hearts in their hour of darkness and

brought a clearness of vision and a comfort which mere

vagaries could not permanently produce.” Furnished for

only 15 cents, postpaid. Pastor Landenberger, Windsor

Place, St. Louis, Mo.

CAN YOU READ SPANISH? If so, send for some free

copies of our singletax publications in Spanish. C. N.

MacIntosh, 473 Calle Salta, Buenos Aires, Argentina.

NEW YORK AND VISITING SINGLETAXERS meet at

luncheon (35 cents) every Tuesday, 135 Macdougall Street,

New York, near Washington Square.

BACK NUMBERS OF VOLUME I OF THE PUBLIC–

To complete a Volume I of The Public (1898) for binding,

we want Nos. 3, 5, 10, 11, 13, 14, 16, 18, 20 and 25. If any

reader has Volume I, unbound and aiready broken, and

cares to let us have these numbers, we shall be glad to

purchase them. The Public, Ellsworth Bldg., Chicago.

NEW AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS.

Timely book for Presidential Year. ... A comprehensive

History, invaluable to students of affairs. Fifty cents,

postpaid. New History Publisher, Waterloo, Iowa.

BUY YOUR BOOKS FROM

THE PUBLIC'S B00K DEPARTMENT

Should a Tariff Commission

be Appointed? Read

The Tariff:

What It Is, How It Works

and Whom It Benefits

By LEE FRANCIS LYBARGER

CONTENTS

Part I—The Mechanism of the Tariff. A pres:

entation of the tariff from the standpoint of

mathematics and mechanics.

Part II—Ten Objections to a Protective Tariff.

Here are presented in crisp and , compact

form the practical objections which both

facts and reason urge against a protective

tariff.

Part III—Tariff for Revenue Only. This part

shows the fundamental distinction between

the Democratic doctrine of tariff “for rev

enue only” and free trade. It shows the ig

norance and absurdity of calling the Demo

cratic party a “free trade” party.

Part IV—Our Tariff History by Schedules.

Traces the tariff history of the leading prod

ucts entering into the daily consumption of

the people for one hundred and twenty-five

years. Each chapter begins by giving tariff

rates.

Part V–Tariff History of 150 Articles. This

part selects the leading articles under each

of the 14 schedules and then traces their

tariff rates under the last seven tariff bills,

beginning with the tariff of 1883. Then fol

lows the Mills bill of 1888, which never be

came a law, the McKinley tariff of 1890, the

“Cleveland” tariff of 1894, the Dingley tariff

of 1897, the Payne-Aldrich tariff of 1909, and

the Underwood tariff of 1913.

Tariff rates, given in the book, are taken

from the original bills, as enacted in Con

gress; and so represent the highest authority

obtainable. Statistics are taken from govern

ment sources and represent the most accurate

and reliable information which the depart

ments at Washington are able to furnish.

The author has tried to make this work,

published last year, “a mighty factor in driv

ing out and utterly destroying the most

gigantic superstition that ever haunted the be

nighted mind of man—the superstition that a

people can be enriched by their own taxation.”

Price, postpaid, $1.50

T H E P U B L I C

Ellsworth Building CHICAGO
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The Substitute

(From the Sydney Bulletin.)

Offices are being filled with girls in place of males who have gone

to the Front.—News Item.

She sits before her ledger, sedate and sweet and

wise;

She takes no heed of anything but what's beneath

her eyes;

Her brother's on the Tiger, her cousin's off the Nore,

Her dad is at the Dardanelles, her lover's at the fore.

So free and independent she trips along the street,

Intent to earn her dollars she stirs her pretty feet;

No more the household handmaid or toy of tyrant

Man,

She's out to show the carpers how much a Woman

Can.

The ink is on her fingers, her pen's behind her ear;

And in her eye, I fancy, I sometimes see a tear;

But level is her headpiece, and in her bosom true

She wears a lasting image of one who's said adieu.

Her mind is on the business, her heart's away in

France,

And ev'ry morn it's further off with French's last

advance; -

And if the shrapnel strike him who heads a gallant

crew, - -

Alas! I sadly fear me, 'twill strike a lassie, too.

Her brother's on the Tiger, her cousin's off the Nore;
Her º: is at the Dardanelles, her lover's at the

ore; -

She sits before her ledger, sedate and sweet and wise,

But ciphers aren't the only things that swim before

her eyes.

Read the books against war advertised on this

page. They can be ordered through The Public's

Book Dept.

ORATORY: Its Requirements and Rewards

By John P. Altgeld

. This is one of the best books for the promotion of good citizen

ship-effective good citizenship, I mean—that I know of... It fills

one full to overflowing with civic spirit and shows him how to
inspire others.-Louis F. Post. Cloth, 50c, Postpaid

The Public ###, Chicago
Ellsworth Bldg.
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Books Against War
Social Progress and the Darwinian Theory.

By George Nasmyth, Ph. D. Introduction

by Norman Angell.

A Study of Forces as a Factor in Human Re

lations. The philosophy of force, Dr. Nasmyth

says, is the real cause of the breakdown of civ

ilization in Europe. This philosophy claims to

find a scientific foundation in the application to

human society of Darwin's theory of “the strug

gle for existence” and the “survival of the

fittest.” A critical study of this so-called “So

cial Darwinism,” which upon analysis is found

to consist in a belief that collective homicide is

the cause of human progress, shows it to be

entirely false. Moreover, it is in direct con

tradiction to the ideas of Darwin himself, who

bases his whole theory of social progress upon

justice and the moral law. Just published. . $1.50

Towards International Government. By John

A. Hobson.

Mr. Hobson, the well-known English economist,

discusses the chief proposals for securing a

durable peace on a basis of better international

relations, after this war, and outlines his pro

posals for a real international parliament. . $1.00

The State: Its History and Development

Viewed Sociologically. By Franz Oppen

heimer, M. D., Ph. D.

Professor Oppenheimer does not predict the fall

of the State but the changing of its function

from spoliation to justice. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.25

Lay Down Your Arms. By Baroness von

Suttner.

Fiction. The Uncle Tom's Cabin of the Peace

Movement. Won for its author the Nobel

Prize. Cloth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75c

In the Vanguard. By Katrina Trask.

An unusual piece of dramatic literature, of which
international arbitration is the motive . . . . . . . 50c

Social Problems. By Henry George.

Shows the way out of economic injustice, the

soil from which spring hate and greed. Students

who wish to understand the underpinning of

the great international unrest should read this

book first; then “Progress and Poverty,” by

Henry George. Cloth, $1; Paper. . . . . . . . . . . 30c

The Public E. ChicagoEllsworth Bldg.

Health is Yours
#alyou follow the teaching of Dr. Elmer Lee

§§ HÉALTH CULTURE MAGAZINE
Every month it is brim full of hints and helps for cures

without drugs, and right eating, breathing, exercising,

. . $1.00 a year; 15 cents a number—Six months “On

Trial” for 25 cents.

Send today for§: first six months and add to your

health. Money back if not satisfied.

HEALTH CULTURE, 301 ST. JAMES BLOG., NEW YORK

Advertise in The Public


