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New Yorkers want preparedness.

EDITORIAL

Thoroughly Demonstrated.

In New York City on May 13 took place a tre

mendous demonstration of the dangerous power

over citizens held by privileged financial interests.

The demonstration took the form of a prepared

ness parade, participated in by 145,000 persons.

Evidence exists which indicates that a large pro

portion of these were coerced, intimidated or oth

erwise improperly induced to march. The parade

made clear that those who control the livelihood of

It made clear

that privileged interests can get up a big parade in

behalf of any cause which they favor, whether the

marchers favor it or not. Had they desired,

they could have arranged as big a parade against

preparedness, with many of the same marchers.

£conomic conditions are depriving an increasing

number of American citizens of freedom of choice

in such matters. The parade has thoroughly dem

onstrated that, and has further shown that the

upholders of unjust conditions within the United

States are the most dangerous enemies whom the

people have to fear. S. D.

§ {}

Poor Taste.

The forward-looking woman may well object to

being pictured in cap and apron, armed with broom

or rolling pin; but it may be questioned if she

has improved matters by resorting to the uniform

of the soldier. The newspaper cuts of the woman

who led the women's division of the Prepared

ness parade in New York City, drawn sword in

hand, are a shock to the finer sensibilities.

Though she may claim by right the soldier's

sphere, as she does the right to enter all other

spheres, it is to be feared that in so doing she is

lowering rather than elevating her sex, and re

tarding rather than advancing the progress of the

ItaCe. S. C.

§ {}

At Cross Purposes.

One would like to think the great demonstra

tion in New York in behalf of defense was as dis
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interested and whole-souled as the Militarists

would have us believe. But when one recalls the

evil days of private ballots, when the mill owners

compelled their men to vote for a protective tariff,

and the later days when they threatened to, or

did, shut down before election, with notice that

resumption would depend upon how the vote went,

the thought persists: How much of it is free

will? That the business pressure brought to bear

upon dependent employes during the first Bryan

campaign, has not been overlooked as a political

agent is evident from notices of employers to em

ployes in regard to marching in this procession.

And when is added to this the hysteria that is

worked up by the opinion-molding influences of

a community such as New York there is much

uncertainty as to the real condition of mind among

the marchers. -

{}

This is not to imply that none of the sentiment

was honest; far from it. There must have been

a multitude of men and women in the procession

and among the onlookers who were giving expres

sion to the highest sentiments with which they

are endowed; for to them love of country repre

sents the highest civic duties and calls for the

greatest individual sacrifices. They would go to

the front and lay down their lives for their ideal

as willingly as they would march up Broadway.

It is men and women such as these who will form

the heart of the proposed Chicago demonstration

and the various other demonstrations throughout

the country between now and election day. This

is the pity of it all. For, while they are giving

expression to their devotion to a high ideal, it is

being misrepresented and used to separate them

from fellow citizens who hold to the same ideal.

-

{}

These demonstrations are gotten up by politi

cal leaders for the purpose of carrying through a

military program, and committing the country

to aggressive internationalism. Under the spe

cious appeal, “Do you believe in national de

fense?”, they are aligning one set of pacifists

against another set of pacifists. There is little

doubt that the mass of the sincere marchers in

the New York parade confine their idea of defense

to measures calculated to prevent an invasion of

this country by foreign nations. Where is the

pacifist who does not believe as much Surely not

Mr. Bryan, or Mr. Ford, or Mr. Carnegie, or any of

the men prominent in opposition to militarism.

All these believe in adequate defense against in

vasion. But the Militarists, by appealing to the

pure sentiment of patriotism in one class of citi

zens, are setting them against an imaginary

peace-at-any-price movement of another class.

{} -

There are no peace-at-any-price people; but

there are a vast number of people who are op

posed to the militarism of Europe. They recog

nize the fact of a disorderly world, and of the

necessity of sufficient defense of this country to

prevent others from invading us in the heat of

passion. But they believe that our defense should

be confined to defensive armament, and not to

an armament that can and will be used for of

fensive wars. They hold that with an enemy na

tion kept out of the country non-intercourse will

prove itself to be the most effective weapon. Why,

then, must these men and women, holding the

same ideal of peace and national integrity, be di

vided into two factions to waste their strength in

opposing each other, while the Militarists trick

the country into a course that only a small mi

nority really wish? When attorneys approach

each other in court each claims all the points in

contention; but when the principals attempt in

good faith to settle the case out of court each con

cedes as much as he can. Are the sincere patriots

and the sincere pacifists—who are really one and

the same—going to permit themselves to be sep

arated, and their force neutralized, by designing

or mistaken men who would perpetuate in this

country the curse of Europe? S. C.

{} {}

Preparedness and Labor.

The preliminary arrangements for a prepared

ness parade in Chicago are being made by a com

mittee of prominent bankers, business men and

attorneys. Labor representatives are not included.

That is as it should be. Why should such a move

ment be in charge of an element that has little or

nothing to defend, and that will not be called

upon, in case of war, for any sacrifices except

doing nearly all of the fighting and paying most

of the expenses? S. D.

{} {}

Militarism in the Schools.

A special committee of the Chicago School Board

has recommended military training in the high

schools. Whether the Board itself will adopt the

recommendation depends on whether the influ

ence of special private interests outweighs the in

fluence of public interests, to the same extent as

when the fight was started on the Teachers' Fed

eration. If the influence of these private interests

is as strong as ever, then the recommendation will

he adopted, and another victory will be scored by

enemies of the public school. S. D.
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Refuted by His Own Supporters.

The fallacy of the claim that a big army and

navy are needed to guarantee peace is made clear

by the Roosevelt Non-Partisan League in a book

let just issued, entitled “Roosevelt's Peace Rec

ord.” This booklet gives an account of peaceful

settlement, during Roosevelt’s administration, of

disputes with Great Britain, Germany, Japan,

Santo Domingo, Cuba, Colombia and Morocco.

In regard to Germany the claim is made that the

Kaiser agreed to arbitrate after a threat had been

made to make use of Dewey's fleet. In the case

of Great Britain and Japan no threat was made.

Since the navy could not have been any more pre

pared to meet an enemy then than Roosevelt and

other militarists declare it to be now, it cannot

well be claimed that the threat to make use of it

intimidated the Kaiser. Germany, as well as

Great Britain and Japan, must have agreed to a

peaceful settlement because Roosevelt, not having

a big military establishment at his command, was

compelled to refrain from bluster and bullying.

If the story about the threat to Germany is to be

believed, it shows the absurdity of stories of dan

ger from that quarter, which preparedness advo

cates are circulating, along with bogey tales about

Japan. Yet in his present-day statements Roose

velt ignores the facts made clear by his own sup

porters. S. D.

§ {}

Japan and Immigration.

The nearness of the approaching election can

be determined by the virulent and senseless criti

cism of the dominant party and the Administra

tion. Everything that happens or does not hap

pen is tortured into a reason for turning the

country into an armed camp. One of the most

absurd examples is the alleged interference of

Japan in our immigration question. The charge

is made that the Japanese government is actually

dictating the terms of a bill now pending in Con

gress; and that because of our dispute with Ger

many and Mexico, and our generally unprepared

condition, we are yielding. The facts in the case

are very simple, and are well known to these carp

ing critics.

§

Friction between Californians and Japanese im

migrants during the latter years of Mr. Roose

velt’s administration grew so keen that it threat

ened trouble between the United States and Japan.

Secretary Metcalf was sent to California to study

the situation and, if possible, adjust matters. The

trouble was settled finally through a gentlemen's

agreement, by which the Japanese government

undertook to withhold passports from laborers

seeking to enter the United States. The terms

of this agreement were not all named by the

United States, even though Theodore Roosevelt

was President. They were worked out in repeated

conferences. The new immigrant bill sets aside

or modifies that agreement, and the Japanese gov

ernment is protesting. When a previous Congress

sought to discriminate against the Japanese, Pres

ident Roosevelt did not mobilize the fleet in the

Pacific, and tell the members to go ahead and

make any kind of a law they saw fit. On the

contrary, he sent the Secretary of the Navy to

California to see what could be done to adjust

matters. But when the present Congress proposes

this same discrimination against the Japanese, and

the Ambassador of Japan seeks to soften what

his people look upon as humiliating terms in the

immigration bill, any disposition on the part of

the Administration to adjust the point in dispute

is pronounced a humiliating surrender by our

government. If the redoubtable wielder of the

Big Stick could stoop to a conference with for

eign representatives, and yield to the sensibilities

of a friendly people, why may not the present

Administration do the same without being ac

cused of cowardice 2 If the Strenuous One, with

out any German or Mexican trouble on his hands,

did not see fit to drive the Japanese out of the

country and lock the door, why should President

Wilson be expected or required to do it? s. c.

§ {}

Roosevelt's Bid for the Presidency.

Ex-President Roosevelt’s formal notice to the

nation that he is a candidate for the Presidential

nomination of both wings of the Republican party

adds to his reputation as a man of many words

and little meaning. His letter to the Roosevelt

Non-Partisan League is filled with words about

Americanism, national honor, loyalty, soul awak

ening, politico-racial hyphens, cowards, timid

men, selfish men and preparedness. The monoto

nous wail, the incessant shriek, the eternal clamor

is of preparedness. The man is obsessed; he has

worked himself into a state of hysteria, in which

his organs continue to utter the fated word long

after it has ceased to have any intelligent relation

to the actual situation.

º;

Yet, in spite of all his words, the reader is still

at a loss to know what Mr. Roosevelt proposes

to do about it. Not one word is there to indicate

what he considers the proper sphere of Ameri

ca's domination. Aside from his general com

ments upon the army and military service in his
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Chicago speech, there is nothing to show the scope

of his foreign policy. At one time he says we

must protect ourselves, at another he talks of

guarding the rights of others; but there is not a

word of definition or application. Are we to have

a fleet to guard our coasts, with the assistance of

forts, mines and submarines? Or is it to be of

such magnitude that it can follow the American

citizen and the American citizen's property into

all countries and compel an acceptance of our in

terpretation of the rights involved? The one

means a very moderate fleet; the other necessi

tates the largest fleet in the world. Will Mr.

Roosevelt kindly emerge for a moment from the

verbal haze in which he has enveloped himself and

say what he has in mind?

{}
-

Mr. Roosevelt, like a great many other chaotic

minded people, is strong on tearing down, but

weak in building up. He is very ready after the

event to criticise the acts of others, but he is slow

to define action before the event. The bone of

contention between this country and Germany is

the regulation of the new weapon of warfare, the

submarine. What does Mr. Roosevelt think about

it? What would he do with armed merchantmen?

What constitutes a proper recognition of the re

quirement of visit and search It is not enough

to work himself into a patriotic frenzy over Amer

ican honor. Here is a concrete example or inter

national relationship: Does he accept President

Wilson's definition of American rights, and object

to his means of protecting them, or does he hold

to a different interpretation? Merely to condemn

all acts of the Administration, while proposing

nothing instead, is the mark of the office-seeking

politician, rather than that of the constructive

statesman. Let Mr. Roosevelt devote less time to

talking of national honor, and more to defining

his position on the Monroe Doctrine, the rules of

submarine warfare, the open blockade, the rela

tions between this country and Japan, Japanese

citizenship and the open door in China, together

with the size and kind of navy that he thinks nec

essary. All Americans agree in protecting Amer

ican honor, but there is a difference of opinion

as to means. Mr. Roosevelt has floated about too

long on the sea of general terms; it is time he

made some port. S. C.

§ {}

British Blunders.

Most of the muddling of the British govern

ment consists of mistakes incident to a large field

of operations, and inevitable in times of a world

upheaval; but it must be confessed that its policy

toward Ireland is inexcusably stupid. Were it

not for this manifest honesty of intention, the spo

radic revolt in Dublin would long ago have de

veloped into a national uprising. The govern

ment has been so eager to be conciliatory that it

has indulged the Ulstermen to the point of open

revolt, and condoned military insubordination.

Since the beginning of the war it has taken arms

from the Nationalists, who have abided by the

Act of Parliament, and left them in the hands of

the Ulstermen, who have defied the Home Rule

Act. Such a policy can be pursued only with the

greatest risk. For the sake of placating a few hot

heads in Ulster the government has estranged the

hearts of the mass of the Irish people. Finally,

after two years of such a course, it falls upon

a few weak and mistaken leaders with brutal se

verity, and visits the death penalty upon victims

who probably would not have engaged in their

mad enterprise but for the previous policy of the

government. And, as if this were not enough,

at least one of the executions in the recent up

rising was due to the irresponsible act of an offi

cer, without the formality of a trial. If the Brit

ish government wishes to win the affection of the

Irish people it should begin to instil in the minds

of her army officers a proper regard for legal au

thority. The insubordination of tory officers when

directed to uphold British law in Ulster has led

to the arbitrary killing of a Nationalist editor;

and the two acts have produced much unnecessary

ill feeling between the two countries. S. C.

{:} {}

Tempering Justice with Wisdom.

One can appreciate the impatience of a govern

ment attacked from within at the moment of su

preme effort to repel enemies from without; yet

it may be seriously questioned whether the British

Government followed the best course in executing

the leaders of the Irish insurrection. Its very in

significance should have called for leniency, and

the experience of the past, especially in South

Africa, should have counseled moderation. The

mercy shown the Boers made them a tower of

strength in this time of trouble; and there can be

little doubt that a similar policy in the present in

stance would have had a like effect upon Ireland.

Such is the difference between military and civil

government. The statesman can look ahead and

shape causes constructively to secure a given ef

fect. The soldier sees only the present. His only

remedy for opposition is destruction. It is to be

hoped that the Irish people will appreciate the

British Government’s predicament. They may

treasure the memory of the mistaken patriots, but
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they should not let it stand in the way of securing

the liberty that has been so long denied their

country. England exercised legal rights in exe

cuting rebel leaders, but she would have secured

greater loyalty from the Irish people by showing

them mercy. She should never forget the fact

that it is the free and self-governing colonies that

are rallying so gallantly to her defense. S. C.

{}

Another Deluge Needed.

The flood of telegrams against war with Ger

many which deluged Congress applies with equal

force against war with Mexico, or the tak

ing of steps that may lead to war. If Congress

men do not realize that, then another deluge is

in order. S. D.

§ {}

Making Its Record Entirely Black.

One good act to its credit seems to have been

too much for the present House of Representa

tives. It has hastened to abandon its opposition

to the Chamberlain army bill. Its surrender to

the militarists leaves it with a record which con

tains little to recommend re-election of the mem

bers responsible. S. D.

§ {}

Senatorial Hypocrisy in the Brandeis Case.

Senators with records of servility to privileged

interests are opposing confirmation of Brandeis.

They claim to base their opposition on the sus

picion that he has been friendly to the very in

terests which they have served. If these Sen

ators honestly believed this to be true, they would

have voted for his confirmation long ago. Pre

tensions of fear of trust influence are absurd on

the part of such men as Shields of water-power

grab fame; Hoke Smith, fresh from his un

successful fight against printing the report of

the Commission on Industrial Relations; and

such confirmed standpatters as Clark of Wy

oming, Nelson, Dillingham, Sutherland and

Brandegee. If mental blindness were not a uni

versal characteristic of bourbons, these Senators

would see that rejection of Brandeis by them

must increase many times his influence and pop

ularity. And this result cannot be averted by

the transparent excuses which they may offer.

S. D.

§ {}

The Shame of the Senate.

As a personal favor to Senator Gallinger the

United States Senate has refused to confirm the

appointment of George H. Rublee as Interstate

Trade Commissioner. Any appointment displeas

ing to privileged interests would displease Gal

linger. Disgraceful as is the part played by Gal

linger in this matter, it is not as much so as that

of his colleagues who to please him kept out of

office one of the most efficient members of the

commission. Senatorial courtesy weighs more with

some Senators than public duty.

§ {}

Senator Sheppard's Mistake.

The tendency toward concentration of land

ownership in the United States was commented

on by Senator Sheppard of Texas in an address

that appears in the Congressional Record of

April 28. For facing this situation the Senator

deserves credit and encouragement. He has not

yet arrived at any conclusion that will help

solve the problem, but this may come in time:

The Senator quoted facts and figures presented

by Charles W. Holman, Benjamin C. Marsh and

Commissioner Davies of the Bureau of Corpora

tions. He repeated with approval the recom

mendations of the Secretary of Labor, which have

been embodied in the bill of Congressman Crosser

of Ohio. But, forgetting that universal land own

ership, once prevalent in the United States, did

not prevent the present concentration, the Senator

offers as a remedy a constitutional amendment de

signed to redivide some of the land once more

among a lot of small owners. -

§

A story used to be told about Socialists by

politicians wishing to misrepresent Socialism

to persons who knew nothing about it. In this

story a Socialist was represented as urging that

all property should be confiscated and equally

divided. On being informed that nothing would

be gained by that course, since in a little while

property would again be concentrated in a few

hands, the Socialist was made to reply: “Then

we will have another divide.” Yet this very

gourse, in regard to property in land, has been

advocated and followed in the United States—

not by Socialists—but by upholders of the exist

ing social order. In legislation providing for

settlement of the public lands we have had an ap

proximation to equal division. This equal di

vision has developed into concentration, and now

Senator Sheppard, like the mythical Socialist,

comes forward with a proposition for “another

divide.” The new divide must prove as futile as

the original one.

§

Senator Sheppard got off the right track fin the

course of a discussion with Shafroth of Colorado.

Objecting to the recommendation in the Secretary

of Labor's report, approvingly quoted by Shep
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pard, that the government retain title to public

lands settled by the unemployed, Senator Shafroth

said:

How can these Western States, that have millions

and millions of acres of land in Governmental own

ership, ever support a State, county or school gov

ernment if that is going to be the policy of the Gov

ernment?

Senator Sheppard might have disposed of this

question by replying that the States should apply

to the lands already within their jurisdic

tion the Secretary's proposal regarding public

lands. If the State of Colorado were to properly

tax privately held lands, so as to take the rental

value for public use, settlers would not need to go

on the lands of the federal government. Much

better lands, now withheld from use by the own

ers, would be opened at once to labor, and the

State would get more revenue than it could get

if allowed to apply its present tax method to the

public lands. Moreover, until the State does do

this it had better not be trusted with jurisdiction

over any more lands.

º:

Instead of answering in this way, Senator Shep

pard began to speak about making loans to set

tlers, and offering, in lieu of the Secretary of

Labor's sound proposal, his constitutional amend

ment empowering the government to buy land

and to “hold, improve, subdivide and sell the

same.” His intentions are splendid, but that is

all the more reason why his methods should be of

the right kind. He should get in touch with

Representative Crosser, whose bill offers a logical

and practicable remedy. He should champion a

similar measure in the Senate and be ready to tell

such objectors as Shafroth that, had their States

legislated properly, there would be no unemployed

and landless men needing federal aid. S. D.

The Lion's Share. º; -

The rural credit bills passed by House and Sen

ate deny help to the class most in need. They open

opportunities for credit to landowners, but none

to the landless or property less. They make more

valuable than ever the privilege of land owner

ship. The result of this must be a tendency to

further increase of land values, which means in

creased rents and increased difficulties for ten

ants and homeseekers. And the money which the

federal government is to put into the scheme is

money derived principally from taxes paid by the

landless and property less. This does not mean

that farmers should be denied better credit fa

cilities. But it does mean that the federal gov

ernment cannot, without injustice, extend a favor

to anyone without extending it equally to all oth

ers. And it offers another illustration of the fact

that, while an unjust land system prevails, land

owners must get the lion's share of benefits of

any reform. S. D.

Juggling with Pºiº Lia. in Hawaii.

According to Judge T. B. Stuart of Hawaii,

Governor Pinkham of that Territory is displaying

ability in disposing of the local public lands equal

to that of the Chicago Board of Education. In a

letter to The New Freedom of Honolulu, Judge

Stuart charges the Governor with leasing these

lands at ridiculously low rentals to sugar com

panies, and ignoring the applications of homeseek

ers. In the case of one tract of 1,972 acres he says

that the Governor, after denying the petition of

25 homeseekers, leased it to a sugar company for

75 cents an acre, when “it is an admitted fact

that the sugar planter has never made less than

$350 per acre net per annum off of his land.” The

law provides, according to Judge Stuart, that the

land be opened to homesteaders in 80-acre tracts.

But if this were done the injustice complained of

by the Judge would not be abolished. More per

sons would get the benefit of unearned values, but

the public, to whom these values really belong,

would still be deprived of them. In Hawaii, as

here, the reform urgently needed is that publicly

created values should be taken for public use.

S. D.

§ {}

No Place for Cripples.

Never was there a severer impeachment of

civilization than the words of a mother of a child

whose arm had been crushed by an auto truck.

When the doctor said the arm would have to be

amputated to save the child’s life, the mother

cried :

Then let her die. An armless daughter—never.

She would be useless; she couldn't scrub and sweep.

No, no, no. Try to save her with the arm—if you

can't, then let her die. She would be better off.

And who shall say that under present conditions

the wretched mother was not right? With hus

band gone, and facing the keen struggle for ex

istence in a world where only the talented and

fortunate rise above the point of bare subsistence,

the mother saw a dreary ordeal for herself, and

worse for her maimed daughter.

Should not such conditions give us pause? The

poor, the ignorant, and even the crippled, in past

ages made a living, with none of the modern de

vices, inventions and discoveries that have multi

plied the power of labor so many fold. They secured
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from Mother Earth, almost with their bare hands,

enough to feed and clothe themselves. The loss

of a limb would not have been considered such a

calamity then as it is now by the poor Chicago

mother. Yet in spite of all our progress, and not

withstanding the wonderful triumphs of man over

nature, the conditions of living for a great part

of the people are so hard that a mother can say

it were better that her child were dead than that

she should have to earn her living with one hand.

This does not mean that there is not enough to

go around. The earth is not niggard. At no

point does she refuse to give forth her increase.

But the fruits of the earth are not justly divided.

We are still following the rules established when

society was composed of lords and serfs; and

though the serfs have secured their political rights

they hesitate to use them. In earlier days kings

and chieftains parceled the earth among them, and

permitted the serfs a bare living on condition that

they give all the rest of their labor to them. Such

in effect is the present condition. And such will

be the condition of labor as long as it recognizes

the laws laid down by king and chieftain of long

ago. Modern ethics hold that all human beings

have the same natural rights. To maintain these

rights men have been given the suffrage, and

women are destined to have it. As soon as they

grasp this fact, and perceive the connection be

tween the present mal-conditions and fundamen

tal causes, they will exercise their power to set

them right. S. C.

§ {3}

Back to Common Sense.

The expected has happened at Houston, Texas.

The effort has failed to obey the order of the

court directing the city officials to enforce the tax

laws of the State. Economic laws can not be

changed by constitutional requirements or legis

lative enactments even when backed by an order

of a court. So in spite of strong efforts to obey

the law another failure must be noted of an at

tempt to enforce general property taxation. Even

the five individuals who brought the suit resulting

in the court order refused to list their personal

property and improvements at full value. And in

obedience to an overwhelming public demand,

Tax Commissioner Pastoriza has been compelled

to ignore the court and go back to the plan of taxa

tion that has made Houston famous. Though as

sessments under the restored Houston plan are

not yet the same as before the temporary check

occurred, yet the principle has been re-established.

For the present, improvements are assessed at 50

per cent as against a former assessment of 25 per

cent. Automobiles and merchandise are still as

sessed, but other personal property is exempt. Land

values are now assessed at 100 per cent as against

a former assessment of 70 per cent, and Mr. Pas

toriza has in view a gradual reduction of improve

ment assessments. With restoration of the Hous

ton plan has come restoration of Houston's

prosperity. S. D.

º; º; º;

HISTORY REPEATING ITSELF.

In this time of hysteria and sinister purpose it

is strengthening and steadying to read the words

of one of America's most illustrious statesmen,

Ohio's gifted son, Thomas Corwin, lawyer, con

gressman, senator, governor, cabinet member and

minister to Mexico. Of all the world’s great and

brave orations none rank higher than Corwin's

speech on the Mexican war delivered in the United

States Senate, February 11, 1847. What he then

said applies now. In this speech he denied that

military “preparedness” could make this nation a

world power; in it he scored dollar diplomacy, the

idea that “trade follows the flag,” saying: “Sir, it

is not meet that our old flag should throw its pro

tecting folds over expeditions for lucre or for

land.” Corwin also declared retribution would

pursue and our dreadful civil war was predicted.

Speaking particularly of militarism, alias “pre

paredness,” Corwin said:

The men of former times took very good care that

our standing army should be exceedingly small.

It has happened that when a little disturbance on

our frontier took place Congress was invoked for

an increase of our military force. Gentlemen come

here and tell you that the militia of the country is

not to be relied upon; that it is only in the regular

army of the United States that you are to find

men competent to fight the battles of the country,

and from time to time when that necessity has

seemed to arise, forgetting this old doctrine, that a

large standing army in times of peace was always

dangerous to human liberty, we have increased that

army. The other day we gave ten regiments more;

and for not giving them within the quick time de

manded by our master, the commander-in-chief,

some minion feeding upon the fly-blown remnants

that fall from the executive shambles and lie putre

fying there has denounced us as Mexicans, and

called the American republic to take notice that

there was in the Senate a body of men chargeable

with incivism, Mexicans in heart, traitors to the

United States.

ALFRED H. H. ENDERSON.

{} {} -

War is delightful to those who have had no actual

experience in it.—Erasmus.

{} {}

Too many men regard the square deal only as

something that they ought to get from the other

fellow.—The Mediator.
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Editorial CORRESPONDENCE

THE ST. PAUL ELECTION.

St. Paul, Minn., May 11.

Privilege, represented by big finance, and the city

contractor ring got a smash between the eyes at

the St. Paul city election of May 2 that ought to im

press a new idea or two upon the tory element in

that community. The result again justifies popular

government. It also identifies popular government

with efficiency and economy in city administration.

This election clinched two democratic claims:

1. That the voters will usually choose the wise and

patriotic course when the issue is made plain.

2. That people are just as competent to vote for

measures as for men.

Incidentally, some office holders and candidates

found out that subserviency to big financial interests

is sometimes poor policy.

Practically all public works in St. Paul are paid

for by special assessments against the owners of

benefited lands. As these assessments are spread

over a series of years, the work has to be financed

by issuing bonds, which are finally paid and can

celled as the assessments are collected.

About three years ago the city was hard pressed

financially. The big money men of the country re

fused to buy its bonds except at considerable dis

count. In this exigency the Mayor, City Comptroller

and City Treasurer put in effect the Tom Johnson

plan of selling bonds in small denominations—$10,

or any multiple thereof—directly to the people, pay

ing four per cent interest. The city redeemed these

bonds, paying principal and interest, on demand.

The common people responded promptly to this

appeal. Money came out of its hiding places as if by

magic. Old stockings, ginger jars and bureau draw

ers gave up their hoarded coins and over two mil

lion dollars worth of bonds were marketed by this

means. Many people even took their money out

of the savings banks, where it was drawing three

and three and one-half per cent, and bought city

ºbonds drawing four per cent.

The banks were losing their deposits, and in self

protection raised their rate of interest to four per

cent. The so-called “City Bank” was very popular,

and deservedly so. It had been running smoothly

and successfully for nearly three years. But it was

anything but popular with the bankers.

Another factor was involved with this situation.

For several years the City of St. Paul has been doing

its own paving, under the direction of the city engi

neer, instead of turning it over to the contractors,

who had had the city in their grip for a long time.

Three of the city commissioners, vigorously backed

by the St. Paul Daily News, had consistently stood

for the continuance of the city paving plan. The

other three, with the mayor, had favored contract

work, and several important paving contracts had

been let, in spite of the fact that city work had, on

the whole, proved the cheaper.

Now, it so happened that the three councilmen

who had opposed contract work, were also the ardent

advocates of the “City Bank.” The Finance Commis

sioner, S. A. Farnsworth, was especially objection

able in this regard. At the primary election these

three had been renominated, while the mayor and

two of those who had favored contract work were

sent back to private life. Things were getting in bad

shape; something must be done.

An amendment to the city charter was pending

which removed all doubt of the legality of the “City

Bank,” though no one had dared attack its legality in

the courts. This amendment must be defeated, and

Farnsworth must go with it. Then the bankers and

contractors would be safe. - -

A certain prominent banker was a member of the

grand jury. He induced the jury to go out of its way

to attack the “City Bank.” The Pioneer Press and

Dispatch took up the case in behalf of the banker

crowd and started a hand-made run on the “City

Bank.” Nearly a million dollars worth of bonds were

brought in and the money demanded. The run lasted

for three or four days, the above named papers do

ing all they could to egg it on.

The Daily News, on the other hand, consistently

supported the “City Bank,” assuring the people their

money was perfectly safe. The “City Bank” paid

every claim presented. It even kept open after hours

to accommodate those who had been scared into

demanding their money.

The run proved a boomerang. Every candidate,

with one or two exceptions, endorsed the “City

Bank” and urged the people to vote “yes” on the

charter amendment. For over a week before elec

tion the Daily News each day published a leading

article in the most conspicuous place on the first

page, explaining the “City Bank” and exhorting the

people to stand by it. Some bankers and prominent

business men got out a big advertisement opposing

it.

The results at the election were interesting and

significant:

1. The “City Bank” carried 21,470 to 7,685. More

people voted on this question than for mayor.

2. The three councilmen who had opposed contract

work and stood strongest for the “City Bank” were

re-elected at the head of the list, and every candi

date was defeated who had openly opposed the

“Bank.” -

3. The day after election the same money that had

been drawn out began to pour back in." The con

spiracy failed ingloriously.

C. J. BUELL.

§ {} -

AND STILL THEY COME.

New York, May 10.

On May 8, 1916, Dr. Ben L. Reitman was convicted

in the Court of Special Sessions, New York City, by

Justices Russell, McInerney and Moss for distribut

ing pamphlets giving information as to methods of

birth control. Dr. Reitman argued his own case,

and in the course of his argument on the question

of the construction of the law, which prevents the

dissemination of knowledge as to methods of birth

control, Said that some western judges had stated

that the information as to methods of prevention of

conception was not illegal or indecent, and had dis

missed cases against defendants accused of distribut

ing similar pamphlets; that he and others who be

lieved in it would keep on distributing the informa

tion, and keep on being arrested until they came be

fore judges in New York City modern enough to in

terpret the law so as to permit people to teach birth
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control. Dr. Reitman further said: “If the law is

such that it interferes with human needs I do not

See anything to do but to break the law. If the law

interferes with human betterment, liberty and prog

ress we can only honor it by breaking it.” But as

the judges correctly replied, they had to enforce the

law as it was on the statute books. They further

stated that giving out of the information was illegal,

was done with premeditation and deliberately to

violate the law, and therefore sentenced Dr. Reitman

to sixty days in the workhouse with no option of

paying a fine. Before Dr. Reitman's trial, a keeper

of a disorderly house was on trial, and upon convic

tion he was given $100 fine, or thirty days in jail.

A second large birth control protest mass meeting,

with thousands turned away, was held in Carnegie

Hall last week, showing that thousands of mature

people of New York City desire this information. At

the trial of Dr. Reitman more than 3,000 applica

tions, with names and addresses of people who

want the information, were offered in evidence, but

the court refused to receive the same in evidence.

The Birth Control Committee also has a few thou

sand more. That thousands of people, especially

the rich, have this information, and use it, there can

be no question. The people need the information,

especially the poor, and what the people need, this

being a government of the people, they should have,

and should not be prevented from obtaining. The

law should be changed.

The circulars, the distribution of which Dr. Reit

man was convicted for, merely gives medical in

formation of methods of birth control. The assist

ant district attorney, arguing before the court, stated

that Dr. Reitman wanted to make money out of this

propaganda, and did make money out of it. The

statement was unfair, and, I believe, untrue.

The question whether the quiet dissemination of

methods of birth control is moral or immoral, decent

or indecent, is a question depending on the point

of view of the average person of the world, not the

point of view of the law or judges. Almost nine

tenths of the mature people of the world think

that the quiet dissemination of this information is

not immoral or indecent. In every country of the

world, whether monarchy, despotism or republic, ex

cept the United States, this information known as

methods of birth control may be quietly dissemi

nated and is construed when quietly done as decent,

clean, medical information, necessary for the welfare

of the people, especially the working class.

The Malthusian League of England sends pam

phlets simillar to Dr. Reitman's, through the mails to

any part of England, or any part of the world, except

the United States, upon written application, with

out running foul of the law. And yet I believe

that the ideals of England are as high and as big

and as pure and as good as anything that we

have in this country.

In some of the western states, with practically

the same laws as New York state, the courts have

dismissed indictments. Are we more prudish in the

State of New York than the rest of the world, or

are we only more hypocritical? Are we really

shocked at this thing which does not shock people of

any other nation of the world, not even their judges,

or are we shocked because the law says we ought

to be? Are our officials shocked in their public

capacity, or in their private capacity, and if they

are not shocked as private individuals, why should

they give a sixty-day jail sentence without an option

of paying a fine to Dr. Reitman, and yet give a

keeper of a disorderly house, where prostitutes are

kept and ply their trade, an option of paying a $100

fine, especially when the $100 means little or noth

ing to the keeper, except the decreasing of his earn

111gS.

From the judges' point of view, the law being

as it is, they have to enforce it until the law is

changed. From an anarchist's point of view, Dr.

Reitman being an anarchist, not believing in law or

government—when a law interferes with what they

consider human development, they believe in ignor

ing it, or breaking it. But not only the anarchists

believe in doing that. There are many women en

rolled in the movement, believers in the large social

reforms, like Mrs. Rose Pastor Stokes, Mrs. Ida East

man, Mrs. Anna Sloan, and others, who believe in

the information being disseminated—law or no law.

William Sanger was sentenced to pay a fine of

$100 or thirty days in the workhouse for dissemi

nating the information, and took the thirty days;

Margaret Sanger was indicted by a United States

grand jury for merely advocating the repeal of the

law in her “Woman Rebel,” and then discharged be

cause the district attorney hypocritically said he

did not believe she would repeat the offense; Emma

Goldman got $100 fine or fifteen days in the work

house, and took the fifteen days. Now, Dr. Ben L.

Reitman gets sixty days without the option of a

fine. And the cry is, “Still they come,” for Rose

Pastor Stokes, who gave out practically the same

information as Dr. Reitman at the large meeting at

Carnegie Hall last week, is yet unarrested (I won

der why?), and still others are violating the law.

Even those who believe the law should first be

changed before the knowledge of methods of birth

control should be distributed, must at least hope

that Dr. Reitman will feel, while in jail, that “stone

walls do not a prison make, nor iron bars a cage.”

There still seems to be a gap between law and

justice, justice and humanity—how historical.

HARRY WEINBERGER.

POVERTY-STRICKEN INDIA.

Chicago, May 1.

There are four reasons for the existence of pov

erty in India: First, India is the only nation which

has but few industrial schools and industries. Sec

ond, India is the only nation whose government is

interested in keeping India as a market for the

British or foreign goods. Third, unemployment is

the hardest problem in the world for the people

of India to solve. Fourth, the people, and especially

the small farmers, are the highest taxed in the

world.

India is the second largest cotton producing coun

try in the world. Yet India imports Lancashire

yarn made in England out of American cotton worth

over $160,000,000. The people of India pay nearly

41% per cent duty on yarn made in their own coun

try and out of their own cotton, so that the Eng

lish exporter can sell his goods cheaper in India

than the home made yarn and other cotton goods.

The Indian people pay over $200,000,000 a year for

the maintenance of the British army, police and
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judges in India. And the same government does

not allow the people of India more than $15,000,000

a year for the maintenance of their schools. During

this war India has contributed over $60,000,000 to

ward the British war expenses.

Poverty in India is so great that nearly one-third

of the population of the whole nation, perhaps, have

not in their homes more than ten cents in Amer

ican money. Millions of Indians have never seen

silver money and there are surely at least 50,000,

000 Indians who have not a cent in their homes.

The Indian patriots, philanthropists, statesmen,

dreamers, and public spirited men have one great

problem and that is, how to arrest the growth of

poverty and unemployment. Many are trying to

give ten per cent of their income for the building

up of schools. Some are devoting their lives for

the regeneration of India, without any remuneration,

and thousands of intellectuals are devoting voice

and pen to this purpose.

India has the greatest mineral wealth of any

nation in the world. It has been proven that coal,

lead, copper, petroleum and many other metals are

found in India abundantly. A few million dollars

invested in the development of India would be a

great help to the people. We cannot expect any

help from our government, because we have not our

own government. It is a foreign government which

feels duty bound to serve its own people. India

can make the best paper in the world and the oppor

tunity exists for some one to go there with a little

capital and utilize the raw materials for its man

ufacture. India can supply the whole world with

chemicals if somebody would teach the people how

to make chemicals out of raw materials. If Indian

cotton should be properly used and developed, In

dia could employ an army of perhaps 20,000,000 and

supply the whole Asiatic market with textiles. A

small regiment of mining engineers with sufficient

capital, could in a short time create in India a

greater steel industry than that of the United States

Steel Corporation. In short, India needs scientific

education and national, political and educational

liberty. The people would be grateful to gener.

ously inclined Americans for scientific, industrial

and commercial missionaries. America sends a

large number of religious missionaries, but what is

lacking there is men with capital, brains and scien

tific education to teach the people how to use the

raw materials, and how to put an end to the sys

tem of discriminatory duties against goods produced

in their own country. That will do much to lessen

unemployment and poverty.

N. KRISHNA.

INCIDENTAL SUGGESTIONS

THE SILLY FILIPINOS.

Buffalo, May 12.

The Filipinos are a singularly backward and ob

tuse race. They have a strange doctrine called

“consent of the governed,” which they are silly

enough to think ought to apply to the Filipinos. A

people seven thousand miles away from America

who want to govern themselves badly, rather than

be governed by an alien race—what a curious phe

nomenon: Somehow the Filipino suspects the sin

cerity even of the preparedness patriots in America.

Imagine this naked and naive Malay saying: “Your

preparedness people want to prepare against a

certain German nation that may not accept the “con

sent of the governed” doctrine for Americans. Nat

urally, if you really fear aggression from such a

nation, you will want to be relieved of the burden

upon your purse, your army and your navy, which

we Filipinos entail; especially when you Americans

know that your expenditure of energy and money

does not appeal to us Filipinos. We silly Filipinos

think you Americans are altogether too easily hurled

into war by your rulers. Your wishes are not really

consulted in the matter. Your ruler is a dictator.

Your privileged classes can influence your govern

ment so as to make the people fight for the interest

of these classes, at the expense of the people. We

Filipinos on the whole prefer our own simple life.

We see no hope from your ex-ruler, Roosevelt, who

favors “universal and obligatory military training

and a first-class professional army.” Really, to the

Malay mind, there seems to be something lacking in

your altruism, your democracy, and, if you will for

give the extreme impertinence, your common men

tal honesty.”

Now, what are we to say to such silly Filipino

people?

LEWIS STOCKTON.

{} {}
-

ONE OF PREPAREDNESS' FALLACIES.

Grand Rapids, May 4.

The impudent mendacity of many champions of so

called “preparedness” is so reckless as to be both

amusing and annoying. For instance, The Review

of Reviews, in its “Progress of the World,” com

menting favorably on Mr. & Roosevelt’s “Fear God

and Take Your Own Part,” says:

“Mr. Roosevelt advocates preparedness, showing,

among other things, that if Helgium had been as well

prepared as Switzerland she would have escaped calam

ity, just as Holland and Switzerland escaped it.”

In the same issue the Review prints copious ex

tracts from Elihu Root's speech before the New

York Republican convention, finding “the views

therein expressed in remarkable accord with those

in Col. Roosevelt's book.” Among these Root ex

cerpts is this:

When the war began free, peaceable little Switzerland

instantly mobilized on her frontier a great army of citi

zen soldiers. Sturdy little Holland did the same. And

both have kept their territory and independence invio

late. Nobody has run over them, because they made

it apparent the cost would be too great.

The Grand Rapids Herald, too, commenting on a

statement by Governor Ferris that this is “the

wrong time to talk preparedness,” says:

The Herald believes in such a preparedness now as will

make for the maintenance of the United States at peace,

just as preparedness has kept Switzerland out of the

maw of war.

And the “preparedness” journals quite generally

throughout the country either assert or assume that

Belgium's invasion was because of lack of preparedness,

while Switzerland and Holland escaped Belgium's fate

because of preparedness.

Now, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Root, the Review of

Reviews, The Grand Rapids Herald, and all the jingo

journals of the country well know that had either
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Switzerland or Holland been situated like Belgium—

on the line of shortest distance between Germany

and Paris—neither Switzerland nor Holland would

have escaped being war-swept as was Belgium. The

short cut from Germany to Paris, the Kaiser's great

objective, was through Belgium, not through either

Switzerland or Holland. Switzerland, in fact, is as

far from Paris as is the French capital from the

German border, over which the Kaiser marched his

legions into Belgium in the mad rush on Paris in the

hope and expectation to crush the French armies be:

fore Britain and Russia could get into action—and

Switzerland, too, is as far from the German-Belgium

border as it is from Paris. Holland lies just north of

Belgium—does not even touch France... Both Switzer

land and Holland, therefore—as everyone can see by

* Blance at a map of Europe—escaped Belgium's

fate, not at all because of their “preparedness,” but

*olely because they were out of the imperative line

of Germany's rush invasion.

Besides, as Mr. Root says, it was only “when the

War began” that Switzerland and Holland mobil

ized their armies, i. e., when the Germans were

*lready in Belgium. And it may well be doubted if,

at the time of the Belgian invasion—at the very out

*t of the war—either Switzerland or Holland could

have put up a more effective defense than did Bel

Élum, if, indeed, as effective. Certain it is that

Belgium held the German armies at bay long enough

to enable Russia and Britain to get into action and

help France bring to naught the first great German

drive, by neans of which the Kaiser hoped at once to

* France and, as in the Franco-Prussian war,

dictate the terms of peace in Paris.

W.M. M. HATHAWAY.

ENCOURAGING NEWS.

Chicago, May 13.

...”...wing piece of news, together with the

is Comments, is translated from a recent

. * Oregon Posten (The Oregon Post), a swe.

As I ..º. paper, published in Portland, Oregon.

prove i Sure both the news and the comments will

of Th ºteresting and encouraging to the readers

* Public, I submit them both.

Fº is the news:

(º". League has been formed in this state

oth ich has adopted resolutions to abolish, among

....: a number of state commissions, and to

to lower inst all kinds of taxation which tend in any way

The ... land values.

The lºments read:

amend ter resolution is apparently directed against the

and ...t. proposed by the state's labor organizations

duction ° farmers' organizations concerning the intro

of land of taxes that are founded on the rental value

which in and the establishment of a state fund from

want to °ney can be loaned on easy terms by such as

is a pla reak ground and make new homes here. This

Srown . that does not exactly suit persons who have

whereby . and fat through unhealthy speculations,

upward b e land values of the state have been pushed

a stop. measure. A method of taxation that puts

sible for and and site speculations and makes it pos

of land rºoms with small means to procure a piece

*comine. a reasonable price is the only one we will

just becaus. Large tracts of the state now lie vacant

help mu * of the old taxation methods, and it does not

for the * to abolish some commissions. The directors

*W Taxation League, which intends to work

out an amendment to the constitution and have a lobby

at the next legislature is as follows: W. Pierce, Union,

president: C. H. Hawley, Polk; J. Westerlund, Jackson,

and A. M. La Follette, Marion, vice-presidents, and R.

E. Smith, Douglas County, secretary and cashier.

What the Taxpayers' League will do is easy to guess.

It will try to convince all taxpayers, including the small

farmers and fruit raisers, that the single tax is going

to hurt them, and so vote against the excellent an:end

ment.

Now, what can we singletaxers do to counteract

such misinterpretation, especially among the for

eign language speaking population of Oregon? That

the Swedes are very numerous in the state, I know

from statistics lately published by Oregon Posten,

and that Swedish is the language most used among

them is apparent from the large number of Swedish

speaking churches and societies. Moreover, one of

the directors of the Taxpayers' League, J. Wester

lund, is a Swede.

The formation of “The Taxpayers' League” in

Oregon I can but regard as one of the most encour

aging signs of the times. Are we not already at

the “beginning of the end” of land monopoly, with

its trail of poverty, crime and misery 2

AUGUST IOELLGREN.

NEWS NARRATIVE

The figures in brackets at the ends of paragraphs refer

to volumes and pages of The Public for earlier informa

tion on the same subject.

Week ending Tuesday, May 16, 1916.

Congressional Doings.

A resolution was introduced by Congressman

Keating of Colorado on May 8 for an investiga

tion of Basil M. Manly’s charges regarding eva

sions of the income tax. Besides quoting the fig

ures presented by Mr. Manly and asking an investi

gation of their correctness, the resolutions further

ask an inquiry into “Why the Secretary of the

Treasury has not recommended to the President

that all income tax returns be made public in

accordance with the authority contained in Article

dII of section g of the Income Tax act in order

that fraud may be checked.” [See current volume,

pages 443, 444.]

The advocates of the Chamberlain army bill

gained practically all they desired in the confer

ence between House and Senate. The measure

agreed upon provides a regular army of 175,000

men, which can be increased 25 per cent on order

of the President. In addition provisions are in

cluded for a federalized national guard, Philip

pine scouts and other bodies bringing the total up

to 679,000 men. The continental army provision

in the Chamberlain bill was omitted.

§

The House passed on May 15 the Glass rural

credits bill by a vote of 295 to 10. This differs
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somewhat from the Hollis bill which has passed

the Senate. The differences must be settled in con

ference. The House bill capitalizes farm loan

banks at $750,000, as against $500,000 in the

Senate bill. The Senate bill limits loans to 50

per cent of land values exclusive of improvements.

The House bill would allow loans of 60 per cent

on land values and 20 per cent on improvements.

The Senate bill allows 10 per cent interest and

the House only six. Other differences relate to

various details.

The Senate rejected, on May 15 by a vote of

43 to 36, the nomination of George Rublee of New

Hampshire as member of the Federal Trade Com

mission. Mr. Rublee was appointed as the Pro

gressive party member by President Wilson im

mediately after passage of the act creating the

Commission. Action on the appointment was de

layed by the Senate out of courtesy to Senator

Gallinger, to whom the appointee was “personally

obnoxious.” All Republican senators voted against

confirmation except Clapp, Kenyon, La Follette,

Norris and Poindexter. The following Democrats

voted with the Republicans to reject the appoint

ment: Bankhead, Broussard, Chamberlain, Clark

of Arkansas, Hardwick, Martin, Martine, O'Gor

man, Reed, Saulsbury, Smith of Georgia, Smith of

South Carolina, Underwood and Vardaman.

º

The President signed, on May 11, the joint reso

lution to print the final report, exhibits and testi

mony submitted to Congress by the Commission

on Industrial Relations. Of the report 100,000

copies will be printed, and of the testimony and

exhibits there will be printed 10,000 copies of

each. The exhibits will be in three volumes and

the testimony in seven.

§

Anti-Militarists Argue With President Wilson.

A committee of the American Union Against

Militarism, headed by Miss Lilliam D. Wald, called

on President Wilson on May 9 and presented the

following memorial:

The American Union Against Militarism does not

stand against sane and reasonable “preparedness”

nor for “peace at any price.” But, profoundly con

vinced that the big army and navy programs, with

their accompanying propaganda, are a menace to

democracy, we adopted your suggestion to “hire large

halls” and ascertain how the country stands upon

this grave issue. In New York City, and in ten cities

of the middle west, we stated our convictions as to

the issue between militarism and democracy, before

great meetings in Buffalo, Cleveland, Detroit, Chi

cago, Minneapolis, Des Moines, Kansas City, St.

Louis, Cincinnati and Pittsburgh. These meetings all

gave enthusiastic endorsement to the view that the

so-called “preparedness” movement is not merely

unnecessary but against public interest, that in its

inception and propaganda it is a dangerous expres

sion of class and national aggression. The response

Was everywhere the same, -

But, Mr. President, our appeal to the country

found us embarrassed by questions which we could

not answer. Men came to us and said: “If the Presi

dent feels constrained because of the international

situation to make some concessions to the “prepared

ness” movement, if he asks us to uphold him in mak

ing a considerable addition to the army and navy

at this time, at what point may we count upon him

to resist the fanaticism and the extremes to which

the movement would drive us? When will Jhe Presi

dent say to the militarists: “Thus far shall We go

and no farther’?”

We told them, Mr. President, that we would ask

yOu.

1. Recent political events have demonstrated the

existence of a strong and widespread distrust of the

movement which, in the guise of “preparedness,”

is rapidly introducing Old World militarist institu

tions into American life. It is a distrust which is

seeking political expression and is breaking down

party lines in its search. It feels itself faced by a

conspiracy of class and press, and seems determined

to free itself and the country from that conspiracy.

These American citizens crave some assurance from

you that under your leadership we need fear no

break with the splendid anti-militarist traditions of

Our past.

2. May we not hope that you will choose to tell

the American people that you see, as clearly as they,

that much of the so-called “preparedness” movement

is rooted in motives sinister and even sordid?

3. The country is facing a shrewd, persistent,

propaganda in favor of compulsory military service.

The mass of the people—if our experience is any

guide—are apparently not misled by the adroit at

tempts to disguise this compulsory military service

as Swiss or Australian. They know this country is

not Switzerland or Australia, and that what the pro

ponents of conscription really want is a military

organization comparable with that of Germany. We

found a widespread desire for some expression from

you as to your views upon this matter.

4. You have been widely and incorrectly pictured

as demanding the greatest navy in the world. Mil

lions of people view this with dismay. To them it

means an armament race with Great Britain, involv

ing enormous taxation, and at the end of the race a

devastating and senseless war. We hope that you

may find, some time, an opportunity to make your

position clear.

In short, we come to you, not only as the Presi

dent of the United States but also as the man who

has stood most firmly for the maintenance of our

democratic institutions. We bring to you the evi

dence we have found of an abiding American spirit,

tenacious of democracy, that fears the militarist

propaganda as an assault upon democracy. These

people are far less fearful of an invading army than

they are of the enemy in our midst. East and West,

and North and South, we find good true American

citizens, wage earners, farmers, members of the pro

fessions, and business men, who are stirred by a

common desire to join with those in our own country

and elsewhere who stand for democracy and against

militarism.

At this crisis they, and we, look to you to clarify

the discussion and make articulate the fundamental

principles of the country. -



May 19, 1916, 469
The Public

In answer the President said that preparedness

must not be confused with militarism, and stated

further:

We are all most profoundly interested in peace—

we want the peace of the world. Now, I

do not know, I cannot speak about what I am

going to speak about with any degree of

confidence—I do not suppose any man can; but a

nation which, by the standards of other nations,

however mistaken those standards may be, is re

garded as helpless, is apt in general council to be

regarded as negligible. And when you go into a

conference to establish foundations for the peace

of the world, you must go in on a basis intelligible

to the people you are conferring with.

Replying to a reference by Amos Pinchot, who

was one of the committee, to the dangerous nature

of a bill passed in New York for military training

of boys the President stated:

Now, I quite see the danger that Mr. Pinchot per

ceives in the laws that he referred to, because they

seem to associate military training with public au

thority and to draw that training into some sort of

connection with military organization.

Being asked by Miss Wald, whether his policy

did not logically lead to competitive arming by

other nations, he said:

Well, logically, Miss Wald, but I have not the least

regard for logic. What I mean to say is I think in

such affairs as we are discussing the circumstances

are the logic. Now, quite opposite to anything you

fear, I believe that if the world ever comes to com

bine its force for the purpose of maintaining peace

the individual contributions of each nation will be

much less, necessarily, than they would be in other

circumstances, and that all they will have to do will

be to contribute moderately and not indefinitely.

{} {}

Bryan on the Campaign.

In a public statement on May 10, addressed to

Democrats, regarding the approaching campaign,

William J. Bryan stated:

It is just as well to look the facts in the face. The

Republican party, if united, can enter the cam

paign with a popular majority of 1,300,000 votes on

its side. As a portion of this majority is made up of

large majorities in a few republican states, our

party's handicap is not quite as great as it appears,

but it is still enough to compel serious considera

tion.

To the normal republican advantage must be added

the disaffection among German and Irish democrats.

Without attempting to decide whether the President

was wise or unwise in taking the course that alienat

ed them, the party is confronted with the fact that

this alienation will cost it a large number of votes—

enough to defeat the party in several close states.

From what source can we draw the number of

recruits necessary to give the party a fighting chance?

From one source and from One source only, namely,

the peace element of the Republican party; we can

not draw votes from the war element.

There is a peace element in the republican party

as shown by the vote cast for Henry Ford in Michi

gan, Nebraska, and other states. This is the only

element to which the democratic party can appeal,

and to appeal to this element it will be necessary to

do more than has yet been done. If any considerable

number of republicans felt friendly to the President

they would have shown it by writing in his name as

their choice when they expressed themselves at the

primary.

If this element is to be conciliated it must be done

by a move toward peace. The opportunity is

here. The German government, in accepting this

government's position in the submarine controversy,

gives as one of its reasons for doing so its unwilling

ness to be responsible for extending or spreading the

war. It refers to the fact that it has twice expressed

a desire to consider terms of peace. The way is open.

Will the President take advantage of the opportu

nity? Failure to secure peace would bring no humili

ation, while success would be of tremendous

advantage to him politically, as well as a blessing to

this country and the world. He can at one stroke

destroy all the advantage the republican party now

has and make the race on the record of a peace

maker. Will he give voice to the world's conscience

—to humanity's hopes?

[See current volume, pages 60, 396.]

§ {}

Woman Suffragists to Meet.

At Chicago on June 5, 6 and 7 will be held a

convention of the Woman’s Congressional Union

for formation of a woman's party. The convention

will meet at the Blackstone Theater.

§ {}

The Charity Conference.

At the opening of the National Conference of

Charities and Correction at Indianapolis on May

12 a letter was sent to each delegate signed by

Frederic C. Leubuscher, president of the New

York Society to Lower Rents, and by Benjamin

C. Marsh, secretary.

The letter said in part:

Does the National Conference of Charities and

Correction wish to “disseminate information and pro

tnote reforms” as stated in the Preamble to its Rules

of Procedure, or merely to discuss problems of chari

ties and correction ?

1. Does the National Conference of Charities and

Correction wish to abolish the Privilege which even

in a year of “prosperity,” due to the profits of whole

sale murder, is the sole cause for manifold activities

improperly designated “charities”?

2. Does the National Conference of Charities and

Correction wish to tax Privilege or Thrift and POV

erty for the support of government?

3. Does the National Conference of Charities and

Correction wish to open up farm and city land for

use, and so increase production and employment or

encourage speculators to hold land out of use, and

so withhold opportunity for production and employ

ment? -

4. Does the National Conference of Charities and

Correction wish to encourage home ownership and

the substitution of healthy tenements at lower rents,

for disease-breeding, health-impairing and poverty

producing tenements at high rentals?

All these alternatives are involved in the land
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problem, i. e., the taxation of land values and the

untaxing of buildings and other products of labor.

We, therefore, ask that the National Conference of

Charities and Correction open its official floor next

year for a discussion of the land problem.

The letter then quoted figures showing concen

tration of ownership of land and wealth from the

Manly report of the Commission on Industrial

Relations, Commissioner Davies of the Bureau of

Corporations and of the Secretary of Treasury,

and quoted the recommendation of the Manly re

port for land value taxation as a remedy.

{}

The radical members of the conference succeed

ed at the session on May 13 in securing the passage

of a rule compelling the committee on resolutions

to report out all resolutions submitted to it. Hith

erto this committee could follow its own inclina

tions in such matters.

§

At the auxiliary meetings, where definite pro

grams of reform are discussed, the speakers on

May 12 were Mrs. Joseph Fels, Alexander John

son, Horace Herr of the Indiana Forum and Ben

jamin C. Marsh.

{:} {}

Labor Notes. - -

A drastic injunction was issued on May 12 by

Circuit Judge Smith at Chicago against striking

clothing workers. The strikers were not only en

joined against picketing but against carrying on

an agitation for strike or being seen about where

employes must go. About 30,000 men went out

on the same day. ||See current volume, page 445.)

§

The Pennsylvania Federation of Labor, in ses

sion at Beaver Falls on May 11, declared against

any unusual expenditures of public funds for pre

paredness. It further adopted resolutions for gov

ernment ownership of munitions plants.

º;

At the Methodist conference at Saratoga

Springs, N. Y., on May 10 the committee on state

of the church recommended for adoption reso

lutions endorsing union labor. In the argument

sustaining the proposition the committee quoted

statistics showing that wages are insufficient, re

ferred to unjust distribution of wealth and de

clared that 75 per cent of male wage earners in

small towns and 90 per cent in large cities “can

not provide an efficient standard for the normal

family.” A further statement was that great for

tunes are being built out of industries that pay in

adequate wages. On May 13, after a long debate,

the endorsement of union labor was voted down.

º; º;

Teachers Complain of Overcrowding.

The following public statement was issued on

May 15 by the Central Committee of the High

School Teacher." Organizations of Chicago:

Something is wrong with our public schools. Par

ents are not pleased with the progress made by their

children. Business men are loud in their complaints

as to general deficiency in fundamentals. The public

is vaguely dissatisfied. Teachers recognize and ac

knowledge that there is just cause for this general

lack of satisfaction with the work of the schools.

Few, however, except the teachers know the actual

conditions in the schools, the conditions which make

them unable to meet the demands of modern times.

It is to call your attention to these conditions that

we address you.

Intelligent parents and enlightened business men

know that the educational results asked for today

can arise only when school children receive personal

care daily from the teachers. That care is an impos

sibility today because of overcrowding. Overcrowd

ing is the rule, not the exception. It has necessitated

mass instruction instead of individual education. The

congestion, moreover, is greatest in those very grades

where its effect is most disastrous.

The writers of this letter, being teachers in high

schools, know most about the crowding there, and

Will send you in a few days such data as Will show

you how serious this evil is in the high schools. Will

you not make some plan for laying the information

before your friends and your clubs?—Charles B.

Stillman, Chairman; George W. Tanner, Secretary;

Marion Lyons, Margaret Snodgrass, Hedwig Hoch

baum, Florence Hall, Amanda Geigley, C. C. Willard,

William T. McCoy.

{} {}

Mexico and the United States.

The conferences between Generals Scott and

Funston and General Obregon, which have con

tinued for two weeks at El Paso and Juarez, ended

on the 11th without an agreement. The three men

signed the following announcement:

After several conferences, marked throughout with

conspicuous courtesy and good will, in which confer

ences mutual impressions were exchanged and infor

mation was collected upon the military situation on

the frontier, it was agreed upon by the conferees to

suspend the conferences and report back to their

governments in order that these may be able through

their respective foreign departments to conclude this

matter.

The ending of these conferences does not mean, in

any way, a rupture of the good relations of friendship

between the conferees, nor between their respective

governments.

General Scott returned to Washington, where

he made a detailed report to the Secretary of War.

It is generally understood that matters may re

main as they are for some time. General Obregon

has maintained General Carranza’s position that

the American troops should be withdrawn from

Mexico, which is calculated to allay Mexican op

position to the de facto government; and at the

same time the troops will actively co-operate with

Mexican troops in eliminating brigandage. [See

current volume, page 446.]

Small disturbances have occurred at various

points on the border resulting in several deaths,
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and the looting of stores and ranches; but so far

as has been announced they are the acts of inde

pendent bands of bandits who slip across the bor

der, and then escape into Mexico. The dash of

American troops across the border after the Glenn

Springs raid resulted in the capturing of a num

ber of the raiders, and the killing of others.

- § {}

Santo Domingo.

The rebel forces in Santo Domingo City, in

answer to the warning of American Minister W.

W. Russell, that the city would be taken by force

by the American marines unless given up not later

than Sunday morning, evacuated the city on the

13th. They stripped the fort of its guns, and then

withdrew, leaving the city in charge of the civil

officials. No further violence is reported. [See

current volume, page 446.]

§

European War.

Aggressive fighting continues at Verdun,

though it has resulted in very small changes in

the lines. The Germans and the French have alter

nated in assuming the offensive; the net result

apparently favoring the French. The defenders'

positions have been maintained at all points, and

some slight ground has been recovered. The

French have made small gains also in the Cham

pagne region. Numerous attacks by the Germans

at various points on the western front are looked

upon as attempts to find a weak spot for general

assault. Greater activity is reported on the eastern

front, but no decisive actions have taken place.

Rumors of small clashes along the Greek border,

and of the transfer of Bulgarian troops from the

Roumanian border to the Saloniki zone are taken

to indicate a possible renewal of fighting in that

region. The differences between Greece and the

Entente Powers have been settled amicably. Italy

and Austria maintain their deadlock with much

fighting, and small results. [See current volume,

page 446.]

§

The open field work lies in eastern and south

ern Turkey, where the Russians continue their

slow westerly' course. It is reported that General

Mackensen, who commanded the drive through

Serbia, is now in charge of a Turkish army of

200,000 men, and is barring the Russians in their

passage through the Kope Mountains, northwest

of Erzerum. Another Russian army is making its

way toward the Turkish line of communications

at Mosul ; while a third army has crossed the Per

sian border near Khanikin, in an approach to

Bagdad, which threatens the rear of the Turkish

forces that have been opposing the British on the

Tigris River. No reports are made of the relief

expedition since the "g" of Kut-el-Amara.

Political affairs are assuming greater impor

tance. Peace talk persists in many quarters. Both

sides profess a willingness to discuss peace but

each wishes the other to ask for terms. The

British government has announced its acceptance

of the plan submitted by Walter Hines Page,

American Ambassador, for feeding the civilian

population of Poland by an American commis

sion. The terms require that the relief must be

extended to the Poles in the territory occupied by

Austria, as well as those in territory held by Ger

many. The food is to be shipped from the United

States in German vessels under a neutral flag, and

Germany and Austria agree to care for the popu

lation of Serbia, Albania and Montenegro.

§

A supplemental note from the German Foreign

Minister, von Jagow, assumes responsibility for

sinking the channel steamer Sussex. After re

viewing the evidence submitted by Secretary Lan

sing, von Jagow admits the American contention,

and says:

In view of these circumstances, the German gov

ernment frankly admits that the assurance given to

the American government, in accordance with which

passenger vessels were not to be attacked without

warning, has not been adhered to in the present case.

As was intimated by the undersigned in the note of

the 4th instant, the German government does not

hesitate to withdraw from this resultant consequence.

It therefore expresses to the American government

its sincere regret regarding the deplorable incident

and declares its readiness to pay an adequate indem

nity to the injured American citizens. It also dis

approved of the conduct of the commander, who has

been appropriately punished.

Owing to the implied threat in the concluding

paragraph of the German note of May 4, which

said that if the United States did not succeed in

compelling Great Britain to observe the “laws of

humanity observed by all belligerent nations, the

German government would then be facing a new

situation in which it must reserve to itself com

plete liberty of action,” Secretary Lansing an

nounced on the 12th that it would be impossible

to press the claims against Great Britain at once

without seeming to do so at the dictation of Ger

many. Mr. Lansing says:

You know from our note of May 8 that we will not

consent to having your observance of respect for the

acknowledged and established rights of American

citizens traversing the high seas dependent on what

we say to Great Britain. We wish you to know

further that our controversy with Great Britain is

none of the business of Germany and we will attend

to our British relations in our own way and in our

own good time.

If we should now begin to press Great Britain for

a modification of her blockade the impression would

be created that we were doing so under an implied

threat of Germany. Therefore we intend to defer

taking up the blockade question with Great Britain

again.

In the meantime we will see if Germany intends

to observe in good faith the promise contained in

her instructions to submarine commanders to pur
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Sue a humane and legal course in dealing with mer

chant shipping on the high seas. If Germany should

decline to accept our declaration that we will not

make any bargain with her on the submarine ques

tion she will know what to expect from us.

Secretary Lansing also announced that he had

asked Ambassador Gerard at Berlin to ascertain

the nature of the punishment imposed by the Ger

man government on the commander of the sub

marine that sank the steamer Sussex.

{}

The Irish feeling of resentment for the severe

treatment of the leaders of the rebellion, and par

ticularly for the killing of one or more without

the formality of a trial, has been allayed some

what by a visit of Mr. Asquith to Dublin. The

prime minister made personal inquiries into the

various phases of the trouble. As a result the

severity of the court martial has been modified,

martial law has been practically suspended, and

the government is considering means of restoring

harmony. An executive council sitting in Dublin,

but subject to the British Parliament, has been

proposed, but Ulstermen refuse to join with the

Nationalists in such a plan. Sir Roger Casement,

charged with high treason, has been placed on

trial in the Bow Street police court in London.

China. {} {}

Professor N. D. Harris, head of the department

of international law at Northwestern University,

who has returned to the United States from a tour

of the orient, where he has studied the political

conditions of China, thinks the new cabinet sys

tem adopted by the Chinese government will tend

to stability. While the system has shorn President

Yuan Shi Kai of some of his power, it will keep

him more firmly in his seat. Professor Harris

says:

I look to see a long period of readjustment with a

republic as the ultimate end. The Chinese really

want a republican form of government and I think

eventually they will achieve it. . The revolution is

dying out, which means there will be a period of

Comparative quiet.

|See current volume, page 446.]

News Notes

—In the Preparedness parade in New York City

on May 13 the number of marchers was estimated

at 145,000.

—Citizenship was conferred on 150 Sioux Indians

at Wagner, S. D., on May 13 by Secretary Lane. At

the same time their lands were divided in severalty

among them.

—Denver voted on May 9 to abolish the commis

sion form of government. Former Mayor Robert W.

Speer was re-elected to his old position. [See cur

rent volume, page 396.] -

—A library of 10,000 volumes devoted exclusively

to the United States has been presented by the Car

negie Endowment for International Peace to the

Museo Social Argentino of Buenos Aires.

—George M. Bowers, Republican, was elected to

Congress at a special election on May 9 in the Sec

ond West Virginia district by about 1,000 majority

over Samuel V. Woods, Democrat. In 1914 the dis

trict was Democratic by 1,300.

—Resolutions recommending repeal of the federal

laws against imparting of knowledge on birth Con

trol were adopted on May 12 by the Chicago Society

of Medical Research. The resolutions were intro

duced by Dr. Joseph H. Greer and unanimously ac

cepted.

—Telegraph receipts in China last year, according

to American Commercial Attache Julian Arnold, at

Peking, amounted last year to $3,000,000, which is

nearly $1,000,000 in excess of expenditures. Rates

are 4 cents a word within a province, and 8 cents

for inter-province messages. Name and address are

counted.

—The French minister of agriculture, in order to

increase the production of food, has introduced a

bill in the Chamber of Deputies to force idle lands

into use. It provides that the mayor may notify

the owner of a vacant lot to use it. If he fails to

do so after fifteen days the city cultivates the land,

sells the produce, and keeps a third after paying

expenses and taxes.

press opinions

Another Scrap of Paper?

Johnstown (Pa.) Democrat, May 13.−Still it ought

not to be forgotten that we have a little old Guade

loupe Hidalgo treaty with Mexico which binds us

to arbitrate any differences we may have with that

sister republic. Trench-digging among the cactus

might not be necessary were that treaty brought

into action at this critical juncture.

§ {}

Two Kinds of Volunteers.

The Australian Worker (Sydney) April 20.-AC

cording to Acting Prime Minister Pearce the recruit

ing scheme cards reveal the fact that about 120,000

men between the ages of 18 and 44 have refused to

enlist. . . . Now, it is all very well to draw atten

tion to the “Noes” of the 120,000. But what about

the refusals of the wealthy to lend their money ex

cept at a high rate of interest?

They were as free to volunteer their wealth as

the men of Australia were free to volunteer their

lives.

But whereas nearly 300,000 men have volunteered

their lives, there has been, so far as The Worker

can learn, only one voluntary free subscription to

the war loans and that came from an industrial

union. . . . As things are, we know that nearly 300,

000 men have volunteered their lives, while about

4:35,000,000 is collecting, with concessions taken into

account, over 5 per cent interest.

Very possibly the latter fact accounts for a ma

jority of the 120,000 “Noes,”
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Revelations of the Primaries.

Capper's Weekly (Topeka, Kans.) May 6.-Presi

dential primaries are making good. Nobody can

fail to see how educational they must be, for they

are proving very educational just now. The pri

maries have revealed beyond possible disputing that

for the first time since he burst fullfledged into the

political game the West is not for Colonel Roosevelt

for President. Such testimony could not come from

any source authentically except the primaries. An

other thing we are learning from the primaries is

that the country holds extreme views about getting

into the war. The extraordinary vote everywhere

for Henry Ford does not mean that the people want

Henry Ford for President. He is not a candidate

and everybody understands he is not a candidate.

But his name affords the people a happy opportunity

to voice their sentiments on war and peace. They

declare by the great Henry Ford vote that they are

against over-preparedness, against excessive taxes

for military purposes, against militarism and against

getting into the present war if there is any way of

keeping out. . . . Republicans who elect Presidents

want no militant candidate. Hatred of war and

war's alarms and provocations is unmitigated and

universal. No candidate whose mind is largely ob

sessed by militarism and preparation for war is de

sired at this time.

Another Idol Fallen.

Greenfield Bulletin (Pittsburgh), May 11.-Some

people are ready to spoil everything. Here is the

Swiss model army that the Scaredness boys have

told us was a perfect sample of what an army should

be. Now breaks the horrible news that this gem of

an army is causing the only serious trouble Switz

erland has. When their army officers are not spy

ing for France they are spying for Germany. Any.

how, now since the truth is out, we know that the

Swiss have a genuine army and that it is true to

army standards. Just the same, it is too bad that

somebody had to break that Swiss doll and expose

the sawdust. And it was painted so nice, too.

§ {}

All of It Should Go to the People.

The State Journal (Raleigh, N. C.), April 7.-Land

speculation at Hopewell, Virginia, based on the con

tinuance of industry and the population incident

thereto, has reached such a frenzy that the presi

dent of the DuPont Company has considered

it proper to warn the speculators. He calls atten

tion to the fact that taking the most optimistic view,

the company will not be able to employ more than

a tenth of the present working force after the war

closes. This reduction in the workers will cause a

great falling off in the population and a terrible

shrinkage in land values. The Warning is wise and

timely. Since it is so evident that the value of the

land is created by the population, would it not be

well for the population, not only at Hopewell, but

everywhere else, to devise some plan whereby it can

get at least a fair share of this value? It does not

do so now.

§

Evils of Trade Wars.

Labor Leader (Manchester), April 13.—The de

mand for a commercial war against Germany when

the military war is ended is a grave obstacle to a

righteous peace. It is clear that the big struggle

of the future is to be between the international

spirit and the meanest form of national pride. The

international spirit appreciates the genius and the

qualities of the several peoples and believes each

should be encouraged to contribute the full measure

of those qualities to the world. It cannot tolerate

restrictions and efforts to retard the growth of a

people. It desires freedom in the widest sense of

that magnificent word applied to all peoples great

and small. The spirit which is no broader than the

boundaries of a nation is perpetually engaged in a

miserable attempt to stifle and to render inarticu

late the other peoples of the earth. It is puffed

with self-pride. It thwarts, it schemes, it hates,

it undermines the foundations of peace.

RELATED THINGS

CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT

WOULDN'T YOU THINK

Charlotte Perkins Gilman, in The Star of Hope, pub

lished by the prisoners at Sing Sing.

Wouldn't you think, if it is right to seize

A man, and hide him in a pile of stone;

Rob him of sunshine, starlight, grass and trees,

Freedom and friendship; bottle him, alone,

An Amputated Man—as where one sees

A Finger in formaldehyde, to show

The horrible result of some disease—

Wouldn't you think—if 'tis right, you know—

Society, to take such vengeance strong,

Must blame and fear, in him some awful wrong?

Wouldn't you think, if any little child,

Born a pink baby, wholly innocent,

May grow up dissolute, fierce tempered, wild,

Of mischievous behavior and intent;

If, out of infancy so undefiled,

May grow a criminal, of sins so great

As warrants cruelty or vengeance piled;

Wouldn't you think, if crime so hurts the State,

That State would guard the baby unafraid,

And see that no more criminals were made?

Wouldn't you think, since prisons cost so dear;

Since keeping prisoners all the guards degrade;

Since men imprisoned leave all poorer here,

For lack of each man's service in his trade;

Since prisoners' families the wolf must fear,

Or tax the State as our taxpayers know;

Since long the lists of legal costs appear;

Wouldn't you think—if all these things are so—

Society would find it less a curse

To make men better than to make them worse?

§ {:}

There is one thing that is stronger than armies,

and that is an idea whose time has come.—Victor

Hugo.

It is not desirable to cultivate a respect for the

law so much as for the right. The only obligation

which I have a right to assume, is to do at any

time what I think right.—Henry David Thoreau.
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THE FARMER's STANDPoint.

From the Farmers' Open Forum.

The Question.

Mr. C. B. Kegley,

Master, Washington State Grange,

Palouse, Wash.

Dear Sir: I am writing you in regard to a

report I saw in one of the leading newspapers of

the Middle West.

The report says that organized farmers of

Washington showed the influence of their neigh

hors across the line when, at a recent meeting of

their State Grange, they adopted a resolution in

favor of placing all taxes on the value of land.

This is of course Singletax. We had this tried

in our own state a few years ago, and it was de

feated by a large majority.

This county polled about 3,000 votes, of which

about 35 were for Singletax. The city of St.

Louis was about equally divided.

We farmers are against Singletax, for it would

place the burden of taxation on the farming class.

First, when the proposition came up, the city

and town people were for it, and the farmers

threatened to boycott the merchants and the town

people that were for it. This set them to think

ing and consequently brought about the defeat of

this Singletax movement by an overwhelming ma

jority. -

Now, what I want to know is this, is the report

I read true? I am hoping it is not.

Hoping to have your reply soon, I am

Fraternally yours,

W. G. REICHERT.

Elm Branch Grange, No. 2128.

Lone Tree, Mo.

State Master Kegley's Reply.

Mr. W. G. Reichert,

Harrisonville, Mo.

Dear Sir and Brother: The exact wording of

the tax resolution adopted by the Washington

State Grange that you refer to was as follows:

Resolved, By Washington State Grange, that this body

go on record as favoring the adoption of a system of

taxation whereby personal property and all improvements

would be exempt from taxation and the burden of tax

ation be borne by land values only.

This, as you say, is the Singletax, and if, as

you say, it would place the burden of taxation on

the farming class, then the adoption of the reso

lution by the Washington State Grange was a bad

thing, and farmers should unite in opposition to

every move to take the burden of taxation off

property generally and place it on land values

only.

But I take direct issue with your statement.

After ten years of close study of the subject of

taxation, as the responsible head of the Washing

ton State Grange, I am positively convinced that

this plan of taxation is not only the best for the

farmers, but the only one that will take the bur

den of taxation off the producers and place it

where it really belongs, namely, on the bene

ficiaries of special privilege.

We farmers of Washington started to study the

problems of taxation in earnest over ten years

ago with fully as much prejudice against the

Singletax as you farmers of Missouri showed in

the campaign to which you refer. But the cold

logic of facts swept away one objection after an

other, and now, today, we accept it as a funda

mental principle of our fight for the complete

emancipation of the farmers from the robbery

and exploitation of the special interests. So firm

ly convinced are we of the soundness of our pres

ent position that we are ready to defend it against

all opponents, and if we had the means at our

command to devote to the work we would inaugu

rate and engage in an educational movement to

show not only the farmers of Missouri, but of the

entire country that your greatest prosperity lies

in adopting our view and in getting shoulder to

shoulder with us to bring about the general adop

tion of the concentration of all taxes on land

values.

The fact that the people of your state voted

overwhelmingly against the Singletax is not a

test of its economic soundness. We have been

beaten again and again by the rum power and

everything we have won that is of any real value

to us has been won only after many defeats and

years of hard fighting. . . .

But while we ourselves understand the method

by which the farmers of our state have reached

such an advanced position on most of the great

economic questions, and especially that of taxa

tion, we feel that this method is not so well under

stood by the farmers of other states as it should

be, and in order to extend the plan of solving the

farmers’ problem to the national field, we have

aided in having established at the National Capi

tal. The Farmers' Open Forum for the free, open

discussion of any of these great questions which

so vitally affect the farmer. . . .

Now, my dear brother, I will say, that if you

can show me any State in which the unimproved

land values of the rural districts approach any

where near the land values of the cities, I will

concede that my position on taxation is wrong.

Farmers have, or at least, ought to have, the great

bulk of the land, but they own a very insignificant

part of land values. The land value of the farms

of the United States, as given by the United States

census, is $28,475,674,169 (including the estates

of millionaires and the excessively valuable lands

near large cities). Whereas the land value of

one city alone, that of New York, is five billion

dollars, or about one-sixth of the value of all the

farm lands in the entire United States. The farm

land values of New York State are less than

$708,000,000, or about one-seventh of the land

values of New York City. In addition to New
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York City, New York State has 48 cities with an

average population of over 50,000 each, and hun

dreds of places of less than 10,000 inhabitants. If

the tax and federal taxes of New York were

based on land values the part the farmers of New

York would be called on to pay would be insignifi

cant.

I have taken New York because, owing to the

courtesy of the president of the board of tax com

missioners of New York City I have the official

report of the commission right at my hand, but

the figures of all states show city land values

greatly in excess of farm land values. Generally

speaking, the difference is so great that a tax on

land values is practically equivalent to the exemp

tion of the farmer from all but local taxation.

We are hearing much of preparedness for war

these days and increase in the army and navy that

will call for the raising of billions of dollars in

new taxes. Who is to pay these additional taxes?

The farmer? He will, unless we can put it on the

millionaires in a graduated income tax or by a

tax on land values. My recommendation is that

all war revenues should be raised by a tax on land

values, providing that all farm lands actually

farmed should be exempt up to $200 an acre in

value. This would exempt all real farmers from

taxation for war purposes entirely.

I am absolutely opposed to taxing the farmer

for any purpose whatsoever, except for the local

taxes in communities in which the farmers pre

dominate and in which the farm lands are all put

to productive use. For myself I want the real,

industrious farmer to have a practical certainty of

getting enough out of his farming to enjoy his old

age after he has turned over the farm to one of his

sons, and given his other sons and daughters a

good start in life. The old system of taxation has

ground the farmer down, the new will build him

up—at least that is the positive conviction of the

patrons of Washington.

I am ready to defend this position in the open,

dear brother, and if you or any farmer or repre

sentative of a farm organization will specify where

the Singletax will injure the farmer, I will under

take to answer and show you your mistake. This

is the way to make sure that the truth shall win

and that is what we all desire.

Fraternally,

Palouse, Wash. C. B. KEGLEY.

§ {}

AS YOU WILL.

By H. Stephenson Bixby.

Look there. One in hard stress, weak from life's

surges,

Bewildered by life's mists, reaches to you

For help, for understanding of his need,

Pity, and the strength of a soul that heeds.

Each time you turn from such appeal, selfish,

Scorning, unthinking, maybe; as often

From out some barren, windswept haunt there comes

A lean, unkempt, unseemly flying thing

That shrieking kinship by you, takes up place,

And pluming its poor feathers tells the world,

“Our laurels bloom, let others be as we!”

See to it now in time lest when you die

Your life-built arch of fame is swarming with

A noisome, mangy brood; shapes hateful as

The ghastly blows you dealt in brutishness

Upon your spirit's opportunity.

A NOVEL OF DEMOCRACY.

The Freelands. By John Galsworthy. Published by

Charles Scribners' Sons. New York. Price, $1.35

net.

In The Freelands John Galsworthy has made

the land question the central theme around which

to build the argument of his novel. The com

placency of the upper classes in view of the tyr

anny exercised by the great landlords upon the

tenant is sympathetically revealed, but the author

is unable to solve the problem which he presents.

At the country house parties the guests discuss a

hundred palliatives but shy at any plan which

would restrict the customary privileges of the

landed proprietor.

The Bigwigs of this week-end were quite a dif

ferent lot from those of three weeks ago, and com

paratively homogeneous, having only three different

plans for settling the land question, none of which,

fortunately, involved any more real disturbance of

the existing state of things than the potato, brown

bread [cheap food] plan, for all were based on the

belief held by the respectable press, and construc

tive portions of the community, that omelettes can

be made without breaking eggs.

Unfortunately, Galsworthy has no better sub

stitute for these insincere schemes than the equally

futile suggestion of “peasant proprietorship, with

habitable houses and security of tenure.” The

reader of this book, published in 1915, would never

guess that England had been since 1909 shaken to

its foundations by the passionate discussion of

this question. If the intellectuals have no firmer

grasp on the fundamental arguments, how can we

blame the masses for apathy and ignorance?

It is only fair to add that while no mention is

made of taxation as having a bearing on the prob

lem, there is a just appreciation that the struggle

involves “the fight best of all worth fighting—of

democracy against autocracy, of a man's right to

do as he likes with his life if he harms not others;

of ‘the Land’ against the fetterers of the Land' "

FRANK W. GARRISON.

Every age has had its Calvary. Here it has raised

the beam of prejudice. To this it has nailed the

crosspiece of property. On the crucifix of prejudice

and property all the martyrs of the world have died.

—Herbert S. Bigelow,
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. ADVANCED IDEAS IN PRACTICE.

The Progressive Movement. By Benj. F. Dewitt.

Published by The Macmillan Co., New York. Price,

$1.50, net.

This is a work of exceptional interest, setting

forth in the first part the effect of progressive

ideas in the five political parties, and in the sec

ond recording the effect in Nation and State.

The interest of the work, apart from its historical

value, lies in the acute analysis of each subject

dealt with and the new light thrown upon it.

While the author proclaims his non-partisan

standpoint, in Chapter XV, treating of efficiency,

he advocates the capture by the people of the im

proved city government the efficiency movement

has created. -

Dealing with government appropriations, with

especial regard to the improvement of waterways

and rivers, Mr. Dewitt urges continued govern

ment development, seeing in this a revival of

traffic by water under the initiative of the Federal

Government, and anticipating as a result the re

juvenation of many industries, a lowering of the

cost of living and a stimulus of trade industry all

over the country. Apart from the doubt as to the

wisdom of such appropriations, it would be well

to refer the author to H. G. Moulton’s “Water

ways and Railways,” perhaps the only adequate

study of the waterways question. Moulton shows

quite conclusively that almost every step

made in the way of waterway improvement is use

less—that we cannot expect lower rates by water,

and that conditions have so changed since the

canal days that money spent in this direction is

“pork-barrel” cash. CHAS. J. FINGER.

§ {}

' A FOREIGN VIEW.

American Literature. By Leon Kellner. Published

by Doubleday, Page & Co. New York. Price, 60

cents net.

What Taine did for France to acquaint his

fellow countrymen with English Literature, Dr.

Kellner has done for the Germans with American

Literature, although the book is less ambitious

than Taine's volume. It is humiliating to reflect

that on our side, for the student wishing to be

come acquainted with the literature of Germany,

there is no book comparable with this.

Dr. Kellner does not go into the subject as

elaborately as did Donald G. Mitchell with his

“American Land and Letters,” nor has he achieved

such easy compactness as Lawton in his “A Study

of American Literature,” but the book is very

valuable as an introduction to more serious study,

and, in addition, to the fact that the Continental

viewpoint, as focussed by Dr. Kellner, indicates

a different valuation to that usually accepted.

Considerable space is given to Henry James, Har

rict Beecher Stowe, Artemus Ward, James Le

land and J. Fennimore Cooper, while W. H. Pres

cott, Henry George and Sidney Porter for exam

ple are passed without mention. Of the poets, Dr.

Kellner awards Bryant first place but finds that

what Americans lack is the divine harmony which

makes a poem a song, and that the music of verse

is hardly vouchsafed to a single one of them.

The translation is made by Julia Franklin.

CHARLES J. FINGER.

§ {}

A STRIKELESS AGE.

Conciliation and Arbitration in the Coal Industry of

America. By Arthur E. Suffern. Published by

Houghton, Mifflin & Co. Boston. Price, $2.00

net.

The author is highly optimistic, and thinks that

his investigation shows that operators and miners

have developed a spirit of co-operation in the set

tlement of disputes that will spread into other

industries and will be eventually the means of

abolishing strikes. He believes that democratic

measures of control, and more equitable modes of

operation, have been forced upon those “endowed

with the qualities of leadership” by the mere fact

of the solidarity of the opposing union organiza

tion.

CHARLES J. FINGER.

{} {}

“It is a strange thing,” said the professor. “I

was shaved this morning by a man who really is,

I suppose, a little above being a barber. I know

of my own knowledge that he is an alumnus of one

of the leading American colleges; that he studied

in Heidelberg, afterward, and spent several years

in other foreign educational centers. I know, also

of my own knowledge, that he has contributed scien

tific articles to our best magazines and has num

bered among his intimate friends men of the high

est social and scientific standing in Europe and

America. And yet,” soliloquized the professor, “he

can't shave a man decently.”

“By jove!” exclaimed young Rounder, in astonish

ment. “What is he a barber for, with all those

accomplishments?”

“Oh, he isn't a barber,” said the professor, yawn

ing. “You see, I shaved myself this morning.”—

Sacred Heart Review.

How to Write

For the Movies

By Louella O. Parsons.

The author was scenario editor for one of

the big photoplay companies for several years.

She has examined thousands of plays and has

written hundreds. In this book she tells the

beginner just what he must know before suc

cess is likely. The book also contains sample

scripts.

Sent postpaid for $1.10.

The Book Specialists, 975 McClurg Bldg.,

Chicago.
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A Frenchman was being shown around London.

On passing Exeter Hall he saw a number of men

coming out with blue ribbons in their coats.

“Dear me,” he said to his friend, “what's the

meaning of those ribbons?”

: “Well,” said his host, “that means that these men

do not touch intoxicating drink.”

“Ah,” said the Frenchman, “if I wore a ribbon-for

every wrong thing I don't do, you wouldn't see my

coat at all!”—Exeter Gazette.

A Biography of

Joseph Fels
It is gratifying to announce the forthcoming

publication of the authoritative biography,

“Joseph Fels, His Life-Work,” by Mary Fels.

The book will be published in June. It will

prove an important acquisition to the growing

shelf of enduring literature of value to the

Singletax propaganda. Its broad, human ap

peal will secure for it a sympathetic reception

by many who are not now interested in our

movement but who, through this story of a

man who abandoned money-getting to attack

the conditions that permitted him to acquire

wealth while others starved, may turn to a

study of the potent doctrine that worked this

change. -

Due space is given to Mr. Fels' personality

and career, but the book deals principally with

his activities in connection with the Singletax,

vacant land cultivation, intensive agriculture,

educational and other experiments in England

and America. That his interests were world

wide is attested by his support—he gave him

self and his purse—of the Singletax in every

part of the globe.

The book contains two portraits of Mr. Fels

and is printed and bound in such a way as to

justify a higher price, but in order to bring it

within easy reach of all it will be published at

$1.00. Send your orders to Daniel Kiefer,

Chairman Joseph Fels Fund Commission, Cin

cinnati, or to The Public. Orders will be filled

immediately the book is off the press.

The Public H.H.F. Chicago

A New History
“Government and Politics,” by Professor

A. R. McCook, is a comprehensive American

history and is timely for presidential year.

Contains documents and sources and a history

of every national election and of every Con

gress, a political summary of administrations,

a digest of party platforms, the cabinets, a po

litical dictionary, statistics, etc. Invaluable to

editors and statesmen, publicists, students and

to general readers. In strong paper covers.

Seventy-five cents, postpaid.

NEW HISTORY PUBLISHER, Waterloo, Iowa

Colored People's Progress
A new race history, soon to be placed on

the market at $1.50; an inspiring volume,

showing the wonderful advancement of the

Colored American, reads like magic, so rapid

has been his progress in every department—

Industry, Science, Art, Religion, Literature.

Imparts practical suggestions for self-improve

ment and teaches the way to success. The

publishers, Austin & Jenkins Co., Washington,

D. C., are now placing agents. Anybody can

sell. SECURE THE AGENCY AT ONCE by

getting a fine prospectus FREE for 10 cents

in postage. AGENTS make $10.00 per day. It

sells on sight.

Binder for The Public

It will treble

the value of

your Public.

70c Postpaid

The Public, Ellsworth Bldg., Chicago

* -

Current Offers on “Public” Subscriptions

1.—A copy of “Progress and Poverty” or “Social Problems” free to new yearly

subscribers at the regular rate, $1.

2.—“Shortest Road to the Single Tax” free to new subscribers for three months, 25c.

3.—Club rate on yearly subscriptions—no premium books—three subscriptions, $2;

six, $4.
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CLASSIFIED ADWERTISEMENTS

Small classified advertisements we will insert in The

Public at the rate of 2C a word, cash with order.

Subscribers who want to buy or sell something which

would not, in their opinion, warrant a large advertise

ment will find here a method of advertising specially

adapted to their needs.

TO EDITORS: A middle-aged single man wants posi

tion of associate editor and printer on some radical

weekly. Address Box 31, R. F. D. No. 1, Portage, Wash.

USED BOOKS. Big Bargains. Catalogue. Higene's,

T-2441 Post, San Francisco.

WILL BUY SECOND-HAND CORONA. TYPEWRITER

Wi. bargain. A. H. Stein, 436 Wash. Ct., Sheboygan,

s.

NEW YORK AND VISITING SINGLETAXERS meet

at luncheon every Tuesday at Union Square Hotel, Fourth

Avenue and 15th Street, New York City.

SLIGHTLY SOILED BOOKS. “Essays in Taxation,”

by Professor Seligman. Contains his famous criticism of

the Singletax. Hegular price. $3. One copy at $1.50. The

Public Book Dept., Ellsworth Bldg., Chicago.

LITERARY, OVERWORKED OR SEMI-INVALID, will

find pleasant surroundings in COUNTRY. Maple grove

and pine bluff near. Creek bathing and fishing. Jersey

milk. fresh eggs and vegetables in season. PLAIN.

wholesome cooking. Bring old clothes. GET WELL.

Crofut Lodge, R. 1, Canton, Pa.

CHICAGO SINGLETAX GLUB

SCHILLER BUILDING

May 19—Carl D. Thompson, “Proportional

Representation.”

May 20–Dance at Welles Park Hall, Corner of

Montrose, Western and Lincoln Aves. Ad

mission by ticket. ‘.

May 26–Competitive Talks by High School

Students.

OTTO CULLMAN, B. J. BATTEN,

President. Business Secretary.

SMLE ON PROPAGANDM LITERATURE

Especially Suitable for Business Men

Regular Price Sale Price

Trusts Good and Bad

By Louis F. Post. ... 15c 5c

4 copies 17c

Shovelcrats . . . . . . . . . ... 10c 5c

4 copies 16c

Bonds -

By H. H. Hardinge... 3c20 copies 10c

100 copies 75c

Can We Eliminate the

Capitalist? -

By Stoughton Cooley. .3c20 copies 10c

100 copies 75c

“Trusts Good and Bad” is not a book

let; it is really a small book. “Shovel

crats,” “Bonds,” and the Cooley booklet

have proved their value as propaganda

ammunition amongst business men. Any

one who wants a stock of cheap litera

ture for distribution at meetings or from

day to day should take advantage of this

offer, which will be advertised in only

three issues.

The Public EH.P.H., Chicago

EDWARD B. SWINNEY & CO.

Members New York Steck Exchange

120 Broadway

NEW YORK CITY

Stocks and Bonds beught and sold on commission

ORATORY: Its Requirements and Rewards

By John P. Altgeld

This is one of the best books for the promotion of good citizen

ship—effective good citizenshaſa ( mean—that I know of... It fills
one full to overflowi with ic spirit and shows him how to

inspire others.-Louis F. Post Cloth, 50c, Postpai

The Public anº; Chicago

The WELTMER INSTITUTE of

SUGGESTIV c THERAPEUTICS

S A N I T A R I U M

ESTABLISHED 1897

HE WELTMER INSTITUTE is the parent school of Psycho

logical methods of healing—Weltmerism, Magnetic Healing, Lay

º: on of Hands, Mental Science and the other drugless methods

which may be included under the broad general head of Suggestive

Therapeutics.

The Sanitarium connected with the Weltmer School is equipped

with every modern facility.

Each patient's room has electric light, steam heat, hot and cold

water—roomy clothes closet—good ventilation.

We have regular physicians constantly employed in the sanitarium

and school; however, nearly all cases are cured without the use of drugs

or surgery. Patients attending our sanitarium receive benefits of every

safe, sane and effective method of cure, and for one fee, which is less

than the charge made at most sanitariums for the one particular

method which happens to be the fad of the physician in charge.

17th ANNUAL CATALOG Will Be

Sent, Postpaid, Gratis Upon Request.

WELTMER INSTITUTE OF SUCCESTOTHERAPY

Dept. P. M. Nevada, Mo., - U. S. A.

All Books Reviewed

in The Public can be ordered through The Public's

Book Dept. at net prices. We pay the postage.
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WM. A. BLACK

Secretary of the Singletax League of

Texas, Writes:

A large number of country papers have not only opened their columns

to the discussion of the land values tax, but many editors are avowed advo

cates of this fundamental belief. I think the circulation of The Public to

the press of Texas has been a great factor, and I sincerely wish it could go

regularly to every editor's desk in the State. A number of editors have

personally expressed their indebtedness to The Public and many of the

clippings that reach me show your influence.

Four hundred editors in Texas are now receiving The Public, and in

behalf of the work in that state we are appealing for a check large enough

(or a number of small ones) to cover the five hundred who have not yet

received it. These subscriptions will be accepted at 65c each—$325 in all.

Send your message to Texas.

STANLEY BOWMAR, Manager.

On wash day,

soap your clothes with O

Fels-Naptha and put

them to soak for 30 min- N - Y k Ci
utes in cool or lukewarm eW Or ity

water, then rub them T Li
a bit with your hands ax ICINS

or on the washboard, - Better than a bond.

rinse and hang out. Safer than a mortgage.

Fels-Naptha does

everything as quickly

and easily.

Investments may be withdrawn

on sixty days' notice.

For information write

- TAX LIEN COMPANY OF NEW YORK

FeWer People William and Cedar Streets

Now believe in “things as they are” because “they NEW YORK, N. Y.

used to be.’ Push the circulation of The Public

amongst the thinkers. For the next four or five

months we will send a free copy of “Progress and

§ Poyerty” or “Social Problems” to new yearly sub- Ad º © Th P bli
scribers. Vertise in The Public


