Hil l l l ’lﬂl
I“!
'I I I IHI I

A? [international EJournal

of
Fundamentil Democracy

Germany’s
Worst
Enemy
Contents on Page 409

Published Weekly

Five Cents a Copy

One Dollar a Year

April 27, 1917
Number 995

NEW YORK

Volume XX

390

The

Twentieth Year

Public

RUSSIA

We are in a position to accept

A Select List of Books

SEVENTY-FIVE
THOUSAND DOLLARS
or any part of this sum for
investment in

on Russia or by
Russians
Home Life in Russia.

Dr. Angelo S. Rappaport . . . . . . . ..$2.00

NEW YORK CITY
TRANSFERS OF TAX LIENS

Great lussiu.
Charles Sarolca.
A new and brilliant study
of Russia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..$l.25
Russia's Message.
By William English “falling, 8vo., cloth,
with over 20 new illustrations.
This new, revised, and
cheaper edition contains much valuable material gathered
at ﬁrst hand by Mr. Walling and never made available
elsewhere. This is true particularly of a large urtian de
voted to the most important factor in Russia, and one which
Amnian know little about—the peasant . . . . . . . . . . ..$l.50
Modern Bulaian History. By Alexander Kornilov. With Maps,
two volumes, octavo buclrramI gilt tops, boxed.
This is
the only work in English that brings the history of Russia
right down to the resent. Its author, whose point of view
is liberal, is one 0 the most gopular lecturers in Petrograd,
where he is a professor at t e Politechnicum of Peter the
Great.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..per set $6.00
An Interpretation of the Russian People. Leo \Viener._ A
study of the actual Russian in religion, art, music and .hter

7%
per annum
For information wile to

The Tax Lien Company of New York

ature.

Russia and Democracy.

G. De \Vesselitslay.

A study of the

68 William Street

NEW YORK CITY

stru gle of democracy in Russia trace from the time of
the oundstion of the Russian State up to 1915. Giro. 026

pp.

...............................

. . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

c

Beminiaoencea o! Tolstoy. Ilya Tolstoy. Translated by George
Calderon.
An authoritative record of Tolstoy's reminis
cences. written by his son Count llya Tolstoy, himself a
writer of great ability.
Beautifully bound, and fully illus
trated. SW). 405 pp.
(Published at $2.50) . . . . . . . . ..$B.00

THE BEST BOOKS

I

ON
Ideals and Realities in Russian Literature. By P. Kropotlrin.
Third edition Svo., cloth. This is generally considered the
best history of Russian literature available in English.
“Fine lectures on Russian literary history and characteristics
. . . not only informing, they are actually human."—
1. B. Kerfoot in Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..$8.00

Mutual Aid:

A Factor of Evolution.

By P. Kropotkin.

A

new and cheaper edition. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . “$1.85

The Russian Novel.
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Editorial
The Interstate Commerce Commission
does not seem to appreciate the President’s
urging of greater activity in industry. It
has decided to authorize the levying of at
least a temporary burden on business in the
form of a 15 per cent raise in freight rates.
The unpardonable waste, which the Presi
dent so deplored in his proclamation of April
15, will thus be increased in paying for
transportation a greater excess than before

over a fair price.
*

ll

1!

No more eloquent plea for a free press and
free speech has been made than the incidental
reference of Minister Brand Whitlock to con
ditions in Belgium. Speaking of the deplor
able situation that grew out of the cruel
policy of the German authorities in trans
porting Belgians to enforced labor in Ger

many, Mr. Whitlock in his eagerness to be
fair says:
The well-known tendency of sensational reports to
exaggerate themselves, especially in time of war, and
in a situation like that existing here [Belgium] with
no newspapers to serve as a daily clearing house for
all rumors that are as avidly believed as they are
eagerly repeated, should of course be considered.

That is the great mission of the press, to

act as a clearing house for rumors; and it is
never more needed than in time of war.
$

$

holders of these idle acres either to use them
or let others do so.
*

l

i

It is surprising how much less objection

able an obnoxious thing may be when given
a good name.
Enforced military service
based upon the press gangs was unspeakably
bad. Indiscriminate drafting by lot was only
a little better. Selective conscription has al

most an appealing sound. But after all, the
evil lies not in the name, nor even in the pur
pose, but in the thing itself, in the fact of

compulsion.

The fact that the present war

may be in behalf of the highest ideals does
not matter; it might have been in behalf of

American claims in Mexico. It is not enough
that the proposed law will put our citizens
through a process of careful selection, in
which each will be assigned to the task in
which he can do the most good for his coun

try; the same arbitrary power can be exer
cised to carry out stupid policies, or even per
sonal revenge. The evils attending the volun
teer system may be admitted; but the least
objection to compulsion overtops them all.
1!

¥

1"

An example of opportunities for increasing
public revenue without burdening industry
is presented in the proposal to straighten the
Cuyahoga river. Mr. P. D. Clevens, one of

It

Cleveland’s prominent engineers, writing in

It is regrettable that Secretary Lane,
in calling attention to the fact that 240,000,
000 acres of public lands still remain, failed

to add the important fact that most of it is
worthless. His reported statement omitting
that fact has been published in the press and
may have raised many false hopes. There
is a great fertile, unoccupied empire within

the United States but not on the public do
main. It is on the privately-owned lands
withheld from use.
There are the home
seekers’ real opportunities. The hope of the
nation lies in the movement to force the

the Plain Dealer of April 15 shows from a
report of the expert committee of the Cham
ber of Commerce that the cost of the under
taking would be $12,000,000, and the result
ing increase of land values along the river

would be $70,000,000.

He argues further

that this would increase the city’s tax re

ceipts by $600,000, which would be absurdly
low, since it is less than one-fourth of the
rental value to be created.

A change in tax

laws is desirable which would let the entire
rental value be taken for public use. There
is no reason why any values created through
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expenditure of public funds should be di
verted into private pockets.
i

i

i

“If property is not held sacred why should
life be?”

This is the real meaning of the

conscriptionist’s question, “Why have en
forced tax paying, if we must not have en
forced army service?” The argument cannot
be sound unless property is as sacred as life.
Even if this were the case the contention
would still hold that conscription of men is
unjust without conscription of property.

Public
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Unchecked War Proﬁteering.
In his proclamation of April 15, President
Wilson urged various classes of wealth pro
ducers to increase their efforts and to refrain

from taking advantage of the Nation's neces
sities. He urged the middlemen “to forego
unusual proﬁts.” But he failed to take note
of the fact that the landowner controls an in

dispensable factor of production, and may
hamper or block the efforts of producers by
holding land out of use for a higher price.
An advertisement of the Real Estate Board

That life is more sacred than property was

of Kansas City in the Star of that city of

deﬁnitely held by President Wilson in his
tion of property alone would not justify war.

April 12, indicates that land speculators do
not intend “to forego unusual proﬁts" which
the war may bring them. The advertisement

Those who put tax paying and military ser
vice on the same plane necessarily discredit

government in the West for raw material,

the position which the national government
has taken.

that this means a distribution of $500 per
family, that Kansas City will become the

message, where he made clear that destruc

i

i

i

states that $2,000,000,000 will be spent by the

clearing house for this business and therefore

If many of the daily papers which are ex
ercised over the censorship features of the
Spy bill had been half as zealous for some

It will give an immense impetus to general busi
ness and in turn be absorbed by land values. It will
enhance the value of farms and every foot of land in
Kansas City.

years past in protesting against interference
with the rights of others, they would not now
be in danger of losing their own. Many of
these papers have viewed with approval or in

In other words all the beneﬁts of increased
production, all that may be saved by forego
ing of unusual proﬁts on the part of middle
men or other useful agents, all the advant

difference interference with free speech.
Even now the same papers which denounce
the Spy bill in one column report in an ap
proving way in other columns action taken
to prevent verbal expression in public of un
popular opinions. The press cannot con

ages of whole hearted cooperation will be
absorbed by land values. The landowners
will take in increased rents or purchase price
whatever may be saved through the increased
efficiency or patriotic sacriﬁces of others.

serve its own freedom unless it is willing to

They will get war proﬁts whether others do
or not.

defend free expression of opinion by other
methods.

volunteers for the war, by his own efforts.

The situation should be met at once by
legislation authorizing sufficient taxation of
land values so as to put into the public
treasury the fund created through efforts to
help the country. The landowners can do

Therefore he asks Congress to grant him spe

their bit by refraining from opposition to

cial authority for the purpose.

such legislation if they do not feel inclined to
help directly and enthusiastically.
s. D.

1'

i

*

Theodore Roosevelt is certain that he could
raise without trouble a division of 100,000

Thus one

of the country’s leading conscriptionists ad
mits not only that conscription is unnecessary

but that he personally prefers an army of

Labor for the Farms.

volunteers to one of conscripts.
However
exceptional Colonel Roosevelt may consider

Strange things happen in time of panic.
Impending disaster often interrupts the
course of reason, and the threatened victims
rush to their doom when a little reﬂection
might have discovered a means of escape.
The feverish haste to suppress public opinion
by means of the Spy bill, and to subvert in
dividual liberty through conscription, before
calling for volunteers, are cases in point.

his own ability and inﬂuence, he could nev
ertheless admit, without mock modesty, that
there are others quite as capable of accom
plishing as good results. At any rate he

might concede that the government itself
can do as much. And, if so, why have con
scription at all?

April 27, 1917

The

Now comes the Executive Committee of the
New York Board of Trade and Transporta
tion with a bill to give the President power

in time of war to suspend any laws excluding
aliens from the United States. The avowed
purpose of the bill is to permit the importa
tion of Asiatic labor, Japanese, Chinese, and
Hindu, to work on farms. ' The question of
excluding Asiatic immigrants on the principle

that they are non-assimilable with western
races is not directly involved, for it is pro
posed that this emergency labor be returned

at the conclusion of the war. But to be ef
fective such labor would have to be brought
over in large numbers—a million men, for in
stance; and the difficulty of returning that

number of men at the conclusion of peace may
be imagined when our utmost endeavors do
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lamation work of the Federal government.
Secretary Lane said concerning these lands

“they belong to private owners, and if they
do not utilize their property, the time may
not be far off when our national needs will re
quire conﬁscation and government cultiva

tion.

No one is entitled to that which he does

not use.”

There is no reason why this principle
should be restricted to the lands referred
to by Secretary Lane. It applies with equal
force to the vacant and partly improved
lots in every city, to unused farm lands out

side as well as within the reclamation dis
tricts, to idle mineral lands and to all other
unused natural resources. No one is entitled,
as Secretary Lane says, to any of nature’s
bounties unless he makes use of them.
Private ownership of natural resources does
not rest on a moral basis, as does property in

not prevent them from constantly ﬁltering
across the border.
But though such a plan might be consid
ered were there no alternative at hand, it is
not worthy of a second thought when com
pared with the proposal to bring in European

permitting private individuals to own land
is to encourage its most productive use. When
it fails to have that effect it loses its justiﬁca

labor.

tion.

In the prison camps of the Entente

Allies are a vast host of able bodied men
either idle or working ineffectively, and tax
ing the ability of their captors to feed. Let

labor products.

The only valid reason for

Though his words are different, Secre

tary Lane takes his place with the Jeffer
sonians who both see and declare that the
land belongs to the people.
8. D.

the United States bring these prisoners to
this country, put them on the farms, or

The Goal.

wherever they can be of most use, and pay

our shores. It is not unlikely, indeed, that
were such a proposal made known to the

Economic freedom has been the objective
of those who have sought to establish democ
racy upon a fundamental basis. Education
of the electorate has been the means used to
accomplish that purpose. But education is

enemy in the trenches the number of “pris

necessarily slow.

oners” taken by the French and British would
exceed our capacity to absorb. Nor would
there be any vexatious problem of returning
them at the conclusion of the war. Those
who wished could go home voluntarily, while
such as desired to remain would be welcome.
Real statesmanship consists in going with,
not contrary to, the natural course of events;

inertia of present conditions. Hence, the
necessity for time and the elimination of out
side issues. It was this condition that made

them the prevailing wages.
There can be
little doubt that such a proposal would be as
welcome to the prisoners as they would be to

and if emergency labor is to be imported, let

it be such as can be assimilated, rather than
a kind that will lead to future trouble.
S. C.

It is hard to overcome the

peace s0 essential to progress.
But war has come, and efforts in behalf of

economic freedom must be readjusted.
There is no option.
The condition is
absolute. It would be wasteful of effort now
to oppose the war; but it is still possible to
inﬂuence its direction. Though conscription
appears to be almost certain of adoption, the
Espionage bill has been materially modiﬁed,
and may be rendered comparatively harm
less. The revenue question is also yielding
to the wholesome inﬂuence of those who are

Secretary Lane and the Land Question.
A sound principle was proclaimed by Secre
tary of the Interior Franklin K. Lane, in his

seeking to conscript surplus incomes.

public statement regarding 700,000 acres of

may be made of this, both as a means of rais

unused land made valuable through the rec

ing the necessary revenue to meet war ex

Much
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penditures, and as a lever to force the

amendment of the Federal Constitution'to
permit the laying of taxes upon the States
according to values, instead of according to

population. This is a question that even an
arbitrary censorship would be unlikely to
touch, and it should be pushed with the ut
most vigor.
Another open question fraught with great
possibilities is that of the relationship be
tween this country and the Entente Allies.
Are we to act as a free lance, a sort of knight

errant ﬁghting in behalf of humanity; or
are we to make common cause with our fel
low belligerents, and bind ourselves not to
withdraw from the contest until all are

ready?

Manifestly this is a delicate situa

tion. To be effective our efforts must be in
accord with those of the Entente Powers;

Twentieth Year

tered into between the United States and the
Entente Powers that cannot bear the light of
day, and be subjected to the widest and freest

discussion. Having embarked upon a war in
behalf of human rights it is most essential
that every move be such as will retain the
conﬁdence of the people. Nothing must be
permitted to obscurepour original objective,
economic freedom.
S. c.
Free Speech.
The Espionage bill may share the fate of
the tariff on wood pulp, and for the same rea
son—it has aroused the opposition of the
press.
As the wood pulp duty seriously
handicapped newspapers by increasing the
cost of print paper, so the proposed censor
ship will cripple the press by barring the
most interesting news.

But there are objec

yet to avoid the subversion of our aspirations
they must not be controlled by any autocratic

tions to a blanket censorship bill, aside from

inﬂuence.

mitted under any circumstances to obscure
the high ideal announced by the President as

prise. It is not so much that certain acts
are forbidden, but that the interpretation of
the law, the determination of the fact, and
the administration of the penalty are en
trusted to one and the same person. The con
templated censorship is a repetition of the in
junction evil. It was not that the judge en
joined legal things, but that by enjoining il
legal acts he withdrew them from the regular

the object of our endeavour, “the privilege
of men everywhere to choose their way of life

process of law where the accused was en
titled to a jury trial and all the safeguards of

and of obedience."

Powers have at least a tentative understand
ing as to the conditions of peace they intend

the courts, and placed them under a man who
determined the law, the facts, and the
penalty.

to exact.
These necessarily will be made
known to the President at the forthcoming
conferences. If those terms lead away from
the high ideals that have actuated this coun

speech, but they also say that the speaker
shall be responsible for his words.
The
Espionage bill prohibits two kinds of acts:

try in entering the war, no alliance should be
made, or obligation assumed that extends

The giving of military information to the
enemy, and the publishing or speaking of

beyond our immediate purpose.
This is an instance where secret diplomacy

matter offensive to the Government. The
ﬁrst is a necessary military precaution. Its

will not avail; it might indeed be dangerous

administration may work hardship, but citi

to the last degree.

zens must bear it along with the other war
burdens. But the second is not a military
necessity. Criticism of the Government,

The foreign representatives who have come
to this country may be expected to press
upon our Government the mutual agreement
that binds the others. But such overtures

should be considered from our point of view,
and not from theirs.

Nothing must be per

Doubtless the Entente

Let the impression go

abroad that America has bound herself to

ﬁght for territory for other nations and it
will neutralize the effect of our declaration
that we seek no territory or other advantage
for ourselves.
The same thing is true re

garding the Paris Conference and the plans
for an economic war to follow the conclusion
of the present war.
Clearly, our Govern
ment cannot be a party to any such alliance.
No agreement or understanding should be en

its repressive eﬂ’ect upon newspaper enter

Constitutions guarantee the right of free

military or civil, is a legitimate right of citi

zenship. If it be abused, the courts supply a
remedy. Spying is a matter requiring im
mediate action, and must be under the con
trol of the executive, as a move to destroy
property must be restrained by an injunction.
But criticism of an administration, whether
in speech or in print, should be amenable

April 27, 1917

only to the law.

The Public
To subject this inherent

freedom to the whim of a censor, civil or
military, is to open the way to the evils that

followed the abuse of the injunction. War
is an abnormal condition, and the military
operations must necessarily be under arbi
trary control; but such arbitrary control
should interfere to the least possible degree
with the civil order. The press in this in
stance has served the public as well as itself
in standing against the unmodiﬁed Spy bill.
s. 0.
Some True Patriotism in Wall Street.

Popular impressions to the contrary not
withstanding genuine public spirit can be

found in New York City’s ﬁnancial district
as well as elsewhere. For instance the prom
inent brokerage ﬁrm of Goodbody and Com

pany, in its market letter of April 20 says
regarding Secretary McAdoo’s war taxes:
We think it a mistake to lower the exemptions.
Not only do those with small incomes now pay an
unfair proportion of tariff and excise taxes but the
war has increased their cost of living over 60%.
They are, therefore, now really paying their share of
the war cost. Three thousand dollars is no better
now, in the market, than two thousand was three
years ago. The proposed taxes on sugar, petroleum,
glucose, rubber, wool, coffee, tea, lumber, fruits and
nuts, oils, leather goods, etc., are a mistake and will
tend to further increase the already dangerously
high cost of living. Wehope that Congress will
use great discretion in levying new tariff and excise
taxes.
(We, however, accept the general principle
that wealth as well as persons, should be conscripted
and that those who risk their lives to ﬁght our bat
tles should not return home to pay, for years to come,
the cost of conducting the war).

The statement is the more forcible be
cause it appears

in

digniﬁed and temper

ate language. It presents a truth which
many radicals have tried to make clear.
That it appeals powerfully to the fair-minded
citizen’s sense of justice is indicated by the

approval bestowed upon it in so conservative
a quarter. Let it furthermore be said that
this approval displays not only good citizen
ship but far-sighted business judgment which
is none too plentiful among big business men.

It is a very short-sighted policy which
leads many business men to oppose every
proposal to shift a greater share of war bur
dens upon the rich.
However docile the
masses may appear now, they may not remain
so should they realize that they have been
compelled to bear not only most of the suffer
ings due to war but most of the expense as

well.

395

‘1

In the long run men of wealth may

yet have the most cause to regret failure of

the government to couple conscription of
Wealth with conscription of men.
S. D.
Placing Government Bonds.
It is ﬁtting and proper when the Govern
ment needs funds that dealers in credit, the

bankers, should be consulted, just as the ad
vice and assistance of shipbuilders is sought
when transportation is desired. But it would
be as unwise for the Government to ignore

its own sources of credit in placing bonds, as
to forget its own shipyards. It may be ques
tioned if the Treasury department is not
overlooking one of its most valuable assets in
failing to take advantage of the Postal Sav

ings department. A rate of 31/2 per cent for
a loan has been agreed upon by the Govern
ment and the bankers in the hope that such
a rate will ﬂoat the bonds at par. But the
Postal Savings fund has accumulated eighty
million dollars with interest at 2 per cent, and
a limit of one thousand dollars for each de
positor. If the Government were to offer
bonds in small denominations direct to the
people through the postoﬁice there is reason
to believe that all the money needed could be
had for three per cent. There would at least
be sufﬁcient credit available to compel the
acceptance of the same rate by the banks.

The psychological effect of such 9. proceed
ing would be as far-reaching as the ﬁnancial.

Instead of paying great sums of interest to
the banks, thereby arousing distrust on the
part of the people, the wide dissemination of

the bonds throughout the country would have
the double effect of extending the tendency to
saving that followed the inauguration of the
Postal Savings department, and of making a

vastly greater number of citizens feel that
they were in close touch with their Govern
ment, and had a direct ﬁnancial stake in the
country. There is no intention of question
ing the legitimate functions of banks, nor of
arousing prejudice against bankers, but of
calling attention to a much neglected avenue
through which the Government and the in
dividual citizens can cooperate during the
present war, as well as in many subsequent
undertakings.
As long as the policy pre
vails of carrying a large interest-bearing
debt it would conserve the rights of all con
cerned by ﬂoating it through the Postal Sav

ings department.

I. c.
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Germany’s Worst Enemy.
By Victor S. Yarroe.

A good deal has been said and written about
“understanding Germany.” The narrow
minded pro-Ally—and he is found even
among scholars and savants from whom bet

Her diplomacy has been base and idiotic. She
has alienated the entire neutral world.
What is the signiﬁcance of all this? There

ter things might have been expected—sweep

to account for this. The German is not a
barbarian." He is less “logical” than the
Frenchman. He is more sentimental, as his
literature proves. He loves his home. He is
fond of simple amusements. He is social and
genial. No observer of the ordinary life of
the German people would ever have predicted
such conduct on their part as they have ac
tually upheld, or condoned, in their govern
ment and military machine.
In German history, likewise, recent his
tory excepted, there is nothing that might

ingly condemns all Germans as Huns, bar
barians, what not, and stops there. But the
more thoughtful men and women among the
supporters of the Entente cause cannot accept

so shallow, so puerile a notion.

As Bernard

Shaw has said in one of his half-paradoxi

cal but half-sensible essays on the war, it
is absurd to suppose that sixty-ﬁve million
human beings in Germany are more blood
thirsty, more savage, more ferocious and in
human than sixty-ﬁve million Europeans in
France, England or Italy.
What, then, has happened to Germany, or

to the German people? What is the true
object lesson afforded by Germany's methods
and practices, and by Germany’s “logic” back
of these? These questions are extremely im
portant. They are important in a scientiﬁc
sense, and equally important in a practical
sense. Many angry men of letters and culti
vation have said that never, never again will

they shake a German hand or meet a German
in friendly social or scientiﬁc intercourse.
Others have advocated a post-bellum boycott

of German products, a heavy discriminatory
tariff against all German goods. Even apart
from such threats and plans as these—which

we need not take too seriously—it is pro
foundly interesting to determine “the psy

chology” of the war in the German national
mind.
On the face of things, it must be admitted,
the indictment against Germany is indeed
black and heavy.

Germany resisted and de

is nothing in the Teutonic character generally

have prepared us for the crimes and blunders

of this war, committed in the name of the
Teutonic empire. The early Germans were
liberty-loving tribes, and their institutions
and customs embodied the principles of in
dividualism and autonomy.
To account for Germany’s moral decline

and fall, it is necessary to go back to the
regime of Bismarck and his policy of blood
and iron. In his autobiography Bismarck
virtually accepted responsibility for three
wars, and reﬂectiver asked himself—his dis
missal and humiliation by the present Em

peror doubtless having stimulated philosoph
ical meditation and sincere heart-searching
—whether the German people had been made
happier by the fruits of these three victorious
and brilliant campaigns. Bismarck did not
develop his theme and left the question un
answered. Today, tragic events are furnish
ing the answer.

German unity and federation were great
forward steps. In all probability, time and

feated all efforts to avert the war. Germany
issued the ﬁrst ultimatum. Germany vetoed

tide would have brought about unity and fed

Austria’s eleventh—hour concession to Russia.

But Bismarck was impatient and militaristic.

Germany violated the treaty of Belgian neu

He believed in blood and iron. He would not
wait, and he perhaps thought that it would be
courting disaster to wait. He was certain
that successful war with Prussia’s rivals or

trality and wilfully,

wrongfully —- as her

chancellor admitted—invaded that helpless
country. Germany ruthlessly destroyed Lou
vain—the kaiser's heart “bleeding” for that

city at the time.

Germany has been guilty

of more atrocities than any other belligerent.
Germany introduced the deadly gas as a war

weapon.

Germany has used the Zeppelin

against non-combatants and has killed women

and children in attacks that could not pos
sibly mean anything in a military sense. She
alone has proclaimed the policy of “frightful

ness.”

She alone has made desperate, ruth

eration without much bloodshed and sacriﬁce.

hereditary enemies would quicken national
ism and facilitate uniﬁcation. The event

fully justiﬁed him, but—
There were some things Bismarck, the jun
ker and conservative, did not foresee. He
overlooked Nemesis. He failed to reckon
with the moral forces of the world. He did
not sufﬁciently take into account the arro
gance, blindness and greed of the military
caste, the _virtual certainty that it would go to

less war on neutrals, in plain violation of in

extreme lengths and sow fatal trouble for

ternational law and the law of humanity.

the nation.

'
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Bismarck himself told us in his memoirs
that he had great difﬁculty in restraining

the zeal and lust of the military conquerors
of France in 1870. The annexation of A1
sace and Lorraine did not satisfy them; they
wanted even more territory, and thought him
weak and sentimental. As a matter of fact,
sober students of affairs realize today, and
have realized for some time, that even Bis
marck’s demands were immoderate and dan
gerous. If Germany’s rulers had been more
considerate of prostrate and helpless France,
the latter might not have sought the alliance
with Russia, might not, for a decade or two,
have made “Revanche” the chief principle of
her foreign policies, might on the contrary

have felt gratitude to Germany and settled
her difference with Berlin in a friendly and
paciﬁc way. The humiliation and dismem
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as it did under Prussianism, rather than that
it failed at the critical time.
The people of the German Empire had uni
versal suffrage conferred upon them by B1s

marck and his imperial master at the time of
uniﬁcation. But this was a snare and a delu
sion. The government was made absolutist;
foreign relations, with war and peace, were
placed exclusively in the hands of the Em
peror. If the national parliament ventures
to oppose the Emperor, or to hesitate and
question, it is incontinently dissolved. If the
new parliament is equally, or more, refrac
tory, it is dissolved in turn. To this power
of dissolution there is no legal limit.
In these circumstances, when the Balkan
crisis was precipitated by Austria, what could
the German people do? They wanted peace;
the Emperor and his tools pretended to be

berment of France created a situation which

paciﬁc and asserted that several powerful na

inevitably led to offensive and defensive al

tions were conspiring against Germany and
preparing to attack her. Discussion and de

liances, to suspicion and fear, to gigantic
preparations for war, to the conversion of
Europe into an armed camp.
When, as a result of considerable progress

in what may be called the new international
ism, the question of armament limitation was
raised some years ago, Germany proved her
self to be morally and politically backward
and reactionary. She doubted the sincerity
of England. She had but too well educated
her journalists and militarists in the gospel

of brute force. Germany was “too practical”
to believe in arbitration, or in delay-securing
treaties, or in limitation of armaments. Ger
many was “a realist” in politics. She might
talk of God, and of prayer to God, but she
knew the value of the sword and of the sub
marine.
These military ideas and theories were not
conﬁned to the ruling caste. Gradually the

Germany of Kant and of Lessing, of Goethe
and Schiller, became the Germany of absurd

professors and historians who gloriﬁed arms
and war, who fashioned a new philosophy of
“the State," who worshipped an idol of their
own making, and who forgot that “the State”
always, in practice, is some one person, or

bate were impossible. The people’s represen
tatives were not summoned, and if they had

been, they could have interposed no real ob
stacle whatever to the consummation of the
imperial policy. The cabal that willed the
war, that was too arrogant and obstinate to
negotiate, that resented any suggestion of
give-and-take, that wished to dictate and to
impose its decrees on Europe; the cabal that

believed in blood and iron and thought itself
prepared for any trial to battle—this cabal
had its way.
What would Bismarck say today about the

“success” of his policy? What a terrible pen
alty Germany is paying for the blunders and
aggressions of her autocratic, irresponsible
rulers, and for the pseudo-scientiﬁc teachings

of her jingo historians and politicians! Even
if Germany could possibly win the war, her
penalty would stagger humanity. Millions
killed, millions maimed and crippled, millions

starved, millions wrecked in body or mind,
billions of capital destroyed, industry dislo
cated, foreign markets lost, neutrals offended

ish, unbalanced, erratic, insane. In school,
in university, in the press—the subsidized

and alienated, the United States dragged in,
the name German made a byword and re
proach in many lands!
Verily, the empire that trusts in blood and
iron shall perish by blood and iron. The
world has outgrown barbarism. What all

“reptile” press, or the censored and controlled
press—militarism and state-ism were exalted

governments and nations did centuries ago
does not excuse any nation that sins against

and gloriﬁed. Liberal and radical sentiment
was severely treated—it was deemed anti

the light of our own time, against all the les
sons of moral and social progress.

national and unpatriotic; it was “anti-Ger
man.” The Social Democracy was not un

Germany’s retribution is stern and terrible.
May her people learn this bitter lesson and

aware of the perils of the situation, but what
could it do? It worked against heavy odds;

call their ruling caste and its sophists of the
chair and sanctum to strict account. But
there is a lesson in Germany’s distress and

some group of persons in supreme authority

-—a person or group that may be stupid, self

the wonder is that it accomplished as much
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retribution for other nations, neutral or be]
ligerent. Nay, there are many lessons for
them in the situation.
Aggression and greed and lust “do not
pay.” The wages of international burglary

and violence are death.
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are evil, perilous and fraught with calamity.
The German are not inferior to any other
people. What has overtaken them would
have overtaken any other people similarly
circumstanced. He who preaches the Prus

“Realist” politics

sian gospel in America is unwittingly sowing

will land a nation in famine and defeat. An
autocratic, irresponsible government and se
cret diplomacy sooner or later plunge nations
into needless and criminal warfare. Militar

the wind in America and courting disaster
for her.

In two generations, false teaching,

false ideals, false pride and false claims will

ism, the gospel of preparedness and arma
ments, the worship of “the State”; suppres
sion of free speech and a free press and bu

ruin any nation. Safety for all lies in dis
cussion, in freedom, in mutual toleration, in
searching criticism of government, in above
board diplomacy, in patience and forbear

reaucratic control of education—these things

ance, in conciliation and negotiation.

Cuban Politics
By John Willi! Slaughter.

In colonial days there were two parties in
Cuba, the “Liberal” and the “Conservador,”
roughly differentiating the revolutionists
from the non-revolutionists.

revolution
matis

a

third

party,

tillo.
The civil leader was Dr. Alfredo
Zayas. For the remainder of 1906 and for

the two following years until the end of the

During the ' intervention, the government was under Mr. .

the

“Auto

,” sprang up in advocacy of home

rule under Spain. This naturally came to
an end with the achievement of independence.
In 1901, the year before the occupation ended,
elections were held, in which three parties
participated.
These were the “Nacional
Cubano,” the “Republicano,” and the “Union
Democratica." This latter party was con
stituted by elements of the conservative

party of the colonial regime and of the “Au
tomatistas.” There were no clear-cut lines,
one candidate, Masso, withdrew, and Estra

dia Pﬁilma was elected by the practical assent
o a .
It is considered that for two years his gov

ernment was excellent, his policy providing
an economical and efﬁcient administration.
In his third year, Estrada Palma reorganized

his government on party lines, ﬁlling all of
ﬁces with “Moderados,” a party that grew
out of the coalition. The object of this party

and of this procedure was to secure return
to power by controlling the elections of 1905.
The election was gained by violence, and
Estrada Palma began his second adminis
tration May 20th, 1906. During the period
of these events, the dominating inﬂuence

was Ricardo Dolz, the present president of
the Conservative party. In August, 1906,
came the uprising which lasted a month and
ended in the second American occupation.
The chief military leaders in this movement
were Generals Faustino Guerra, José Miguel
Gomez, Ernesto Asbert and Loynaz de Cas

Magoon.

In November, 1908, new elections

were held, supervised by the Americans and

completely impartial.

The parties partici

pating were the Liberal and the Moderate, the
latter now reorganized and become the Con
servative. The Liberals, whose candidates

were Gomez and Zayas, were completely vic
torious, the Conservatives not being able to
elect even one senator. During this adminis

tration, the Liberals became divided and lost
the election of 1912. Asbert and Loynaz de

Castillo carried over part of the Liberal
forces to the assistance of Menocal. This was
because the latter had pledged himself in a
manifesto to the whole country over his sig
nature not to seek re-election. The Liberal
administration held an impartial election,
was beaten, and relinquished the government

to Menocal, May 20th, 1913. It is considered
that during the rule of Menocal, somewhat
less looting took place than under that of his
predecessor, but also that it accomplished less
for the development of the country. The only
action that indicated a possible desire for
re-election was the ﬁlling of all vacancies in
the municipal magistracy with conservatives.
To secure fairness of election, there is a

“junta electoral municipal” composed of a
member of each party and presided over by
the local “juez.” The rule that had been
followed in the appointment of juezes was to

distribute them equally between the two
parties.

Then came the election of November 1st,
1906. It is the unanimous claim of the Lib
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erals that this election was stolen by the gov
ernment of Menocal. The preliminary re
turns gave the Liberals a decisiVe majority
throughout the Republic. Then, it is alleged,
the government sent out instructions to its
Jefes in charge of telegraphic transmission

that they should alter the returns so as to
give the conservatives a majority.
These
falsiﬁed returns were protested, tried before
the electoral courts with results favorable to
the Liberals. The case was carried to the

Supreme Court which ratiﬁed the liberal vic
tory, but ordered new partial elections in cer

tain districts. This gave the government an
opportunity to fabricate a majority in a new
way. The polling stations in the ﬁve or six
“colegios” or precincts of Las Villas were

placed in inaccessible locations in the woods,
surrounded by wires and protected by soldiers
and machine guns ostensibly to prevent vio

lence.
To venture into these “protected
zones” for the purpose of voting seemed too
dangerous to the inhabitants, so no votes were
cast, either liberal or conservative. The re
sult was naturally an overwhelming con

loyalty which is so essentially an element in
party afﬁliation will prevent their repudiat
ing their comrades who have risen. The con
servative belief is that Miguelistas, followers

of Gen. Gomez, had no real desire to assist
Zayas to the presidency, but depending upon
the popularity of Gen. Gomez expected to
make a triumphal march upon Havana to
place him in power.
The Menocal government has been exceed

ingly active, not in the ﬁghting area, but in
political persecution. Sedition is a blanket
charge behind which anything can be done.

Nearly all the active liberal leaders are held
“incommunicados” in prison. I was told on
excellent authority that over four thousand
are in conﬁnement.

The expression of lib

eral views has become a crime. The people
are intimidated by the activity of the secret
police. All the liberal papers have been sup
pressed. Congress met and, without a quo
rum, suspended constitutional guarantees and
at the same time gave the President carte
blanche in expenditure.
On leaving that
session, one of the liberal representatives,

servative majority. Other partial elections
just now being carried out in the Oriente are

governor-elect of the province of Havana,
who was immune under the constitution, was

said to be arranged in the same auspicious

arrested. This was four days before taking
ofﬁce. The governorship fell to the senior

manner.
A considerable group of liberals had a de
sire, voiced by Gen. Guzman, that the United
States should send a commission to supervise
these partial elections, but the majority with

typical Latin-American patriotism repudi
ated the proposal. When it was clear what
- use the government intended to make of the

partial elections, the more turbulent Liberals
and those more closely associated with the
military tradition went “to the woods” and
rose in revolt.
This account of the political situation is not
concerned with events connected with the
ﬁghting except to register the liberal claim
that the burning of cane ﬁelds, always laid
by the press to the account of the insurrec
tionists, is much more frequently practiced by
the

government soldiers

who

adopt this

measure to drive out their less numerous op
ponents. The capture of Gen. Gomez was
said to have been accomplished by treachery
under the American ﬂag.
The decisive attitude taken by the U. S.
government toward the insurrectionists de
stroyed any hope of ﬁnal success and caused
the surrender of considerable numbers of

those in revolt. It is certainly this attitude
and not the work of the army that is bringing
the revolt to an end.
Many liberals, probably the majority, have
no sympathy for a policy of violence, but that

member of council, a liberal. who was dis
posed of in the same way, so it fell to the
next in order, a conservative.

These pro

ceedings give some idea of the present situa
tion in Cuba. It was not in vain that the
present heads of the conservative party were
active in the government of Captain-General
Weyler.

Menocal.

This does not apply to President

Not even his bitterest opponents

speak ill of him.

Members of his own party

have called him a fool, synonym too often in
these countries of an honest man.
Like
honest Estrada Palma he is caught.
The difﬁculty of even understanding this
complicated situation is apparent. To esti
mate its merits is a hardihood. And yet the
responsibilitv of the United States is such
that the attempt cannot be evaded.

One may easily imagine how, in spite of all
repressive measures, popular feeling against
conscription will be aroused when conscrip

tion begins. Thousands whom no agitation
could arouse to the danger. will be rudely
awakened when the recruiting ofﬁcers begin
taking by force young men from their
homes. But the awakening will be too late.
though it will certainly affect the future
political fortunes of conscriptionist Congress
men.

Even though the effort may seem

The
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hopeless protest should be uttered.
Con
gressmen and Senators should be urged to
vote against compulsory enlistment. They
must not be allowed the poor excuse that they
knew of no opposition.

NEWS OF THE WEEK
\Veek Ending April 24.

Congressional Doings.

The Senate passed on April 18 the House
bill for a $5,000,000,000 bond issue and
$2,000,000,000

in

Treasury

certiﬁcates.

Having been slightly amended, it was sent
to conference and was adopted ﬁnally by
both Houses on April 23. On the bills relat
ing to conscription House and Senate com

to authorize the President to increase temporarily
the military establishment of the United States."
. a e It is true that the proposed bill recognizes
in a limited degree this vital principle when it ax
empts members “of any well recognized religious
sect or organization whose creed forbids its mem
bers to participate in war in any form."
But we press upon you in all earnestness the con
viction that this is not an adequate provision for
the present situation. Outside of the membership of
these designated organizations there are, we be
lieve, thousands of men whose consciences forbid
them to participate “in war in any form.” . . .
We, therefore, respectfully urge that the exemp
tion clause in the proposed bill be amended so as to
read:
V
And nothing in this act contained shall be con
strued to require or compel service in any of the
forces herein provided for by any person who is
conscientiously opposed to engaging in such
service.
We also urge that provision be made for the
appointment by other than military authority of
properly qualiﬁed civilian boards to pass upon such
exemptions, and that appeals be allowed from the

mittees took different attitudes. By a vote
of 10 to 7 the Senate Committee on Military
Affairs agreed to the Administration bill
providing a “selective draft of males of 19
to 25.” The House Committee, by a vote of
13 to 8, amended the measure providing for

decisions of such boards to the United States dis

volunteering, but authorizing the President

trict courts.

to resort to conscription if, after a complete
trial, the voluntary system should fail. It,
furthermore, changed the military age so as

Frank Stephens of Arden, Delaware, rep
resenting the Non-Conscription Fellowship,

to include all from 21 to 40 years.

Military Affairs on April 14, and said, in
par :

[See cur

rent volume, page 374.]
i

i

As a result of many protests the Senate
Judiciary Committee eliminated from the
Espionage bill many of its provisions limit

ing the freedom of the press. Whether these
have been removed entirely is not certain,

since the bill as drawn contains clauses
which are susceptible of different construc
tions.
The Anti-Conscription Movement.

A protest of conscientious objectors to

military service was forwarded on April 19
to President Wilson, Secretary Baker and
the Committee on Military Affairs of both
Houses. The protest was joined in by the
Friends National Peace Committee, the Fel
lowship of Reconciliation and the American
Union Against Militarism.

It said in part:

The President in his last address to Congress
declared that America is entering the war not for
self-interest, but “for the principles that gave her
birth, for the privilege of men everywhere to
choose their way of life and obedience.”
This is a reassertion of that principle of freedom

of conscience which has been not only a controlling
ideal, but part of the fundamental law of our
land.
It is with deep concern for these
rights of conscience that we view the proposed “bill

appeared before the

House Committee on

We believe that all men are brothers and that
everyone has the right to follow the dictates of his
own conscience.
Therefore we cannot accept any
compulsory service which is in conﬂict with these
ideals. And since we are opposed to war, we deem
it our duty to resist conscription as denial of inalien
able rights.
This we have not done lightly or willingly for we
know the present policy of following English ex
ample in military affairs and we know what mili
tarism in England has done to many of the ﬁfty
thousand members of the Non-Conscription Fellow
ship there.
We know how some conscientious ob
jectors have been sent to the front to be brutally ill
treated by the soldiers and others delivered over
to the soldiery at home for like abuse.
We know
how men have been stripped and left standing in
bitter cold until they dress in the uniform, the only
clothing given them.
I have the testimony of one
officer who boasted that he has made soldiers of
ﬁfty conscientious objectors by keeping them in cold
cells without clothing till they put on the uniform.
We know of the thousands who have been conﬁned
in English prisons and of the thirty-four taken to '
France for condemnation to death by military
tribunals and then taken back to England for com
mutation of their sentence to the ten years of penal
servitude in which they now suﬁ'er.
Nevertheless
for what we believe to be our duty to our country
we stand as stood that Englishman who in Oxford
cried from the ﬂames to his fellow “Play the man,
Master Ridley, and by God’s grace we will this day
light a torch in England that shall never go out."
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The

War Finance Agitation.

ing of Colorado, on April 13, Samuel Gom
pers offered the following suggestions for

ﬁnancing the war:
1. The Postal saving bank system should be at
once made the avenue for the deposit by the people
of the United States of immense sums of money.
2. The limitation of the deposits to $1,000 per
person should be suspended for a speciﬁed period
or if necessary for the duration of the war.
3. The rate of interest on Postal saving bank
deposits should be increased from 2% to 3% per
annum.
4. The income tax should be substantially in
creased and graduated.
5. The inheritance tax should be materially in
creased and these two latter suggestions should be
made to bear the large proportion of the ﬁnancial
needs of the Government.
6. A tax on land values should be laid not only
as a war emergency measure but also for a perman
ent means of raising revenue.
is
s

A memorial to Congress signed by 25,000
teachers and students of economic and poli
tical science in 43 universities and colleges
was sent on April 18 to all Congressmen,
Senators, Cabinet members and the Presi

dent. It urges that the war be paid for
through taxation and not by bond issues, al
though it does not oppose bonds as a tempor
ary expedient until proper tax methods have
The

memorial states in

“This war is a great social enterprise.
It is
the duty of every citizen to share in war's burdens

to his utmost.

For some the duty is to ﬁght; for

others to furnish money; for all the duty is without
limit of amount. The citizen who contributes even
his entire income, beyond what is necessary to sub
sistence, does less than the citizen who contributes
himself to the nation.
If conscription of men is
just and right, conscription of income is the more.
Conscription of both is just and right when the
nation's life and honor are at stake.”

E. Dana Durand of the University of Min
nesota is secretary of the committee which
circulated the memorial.
I
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The Free Speech Battle.

In a letter to Congressman Edward Keat

been introduced.
part:

Public

III

A memorial to President Wilson, signed
by many of his prominent supporters in last
year’s campaign, was sent on April 19. It
urges him to make a statement to check the

attacks on free speech and rights of assemb
lage by ofﬁcious persons in authority. The
memorial says in part:
We have seen evidence of the breaking down of
immemorial rights and privileges. Halls have been
refused for public discussion; meetings have been
broken up ;—speakers have been arrested and censor
ship exercised not to prevent the transmission of in
formation to enemy countries, but to prevent the
free discussion by American citizens of our own
problems and policies. As we go on, the inevitable
psychology of war will manifest itself with increas
ing danger, not only to individuals but to our cher
ished institutions.
It is possible that the moral
damage to our democracy in this war may become
more serious than the physical or national losses
incurred.
What we ask of you, Mr. President, whose ut~
terances at this time must command the earnest at
tention of the country, is to make an impressive
statement that will reach, not only the officials of
the Federal Government scattered :through the Union,
but the officials of the several States and of the
cities, towns and villages of the country, reminding
them of the peculiar obligation devolving upon all
Americans in his war to uphold in every way our
constitutional rights and liberties.
This will give
assurance that in attempting to administer war
time laws, the spirit of democracy will not be
broken.
Such a statement sent throughout the
country would reenforce your declaration that this
is a war for democracy and liberty.
We are sure
that you will believe that only because this matter
seems of paramount public importance that we
venture to bring it to you at this time for your
attention.

Among the signers are Herbert Croly, edi
tor of the New Republic; Matthew Hale, the
Progressive leader in Massachusetts; Judge

Ben Lindsey of Denver; Charles C. Burling
ham of New York City; Charles J. Rhoades
of the Federal Reserve Board of Philadel
phia; Oswald Garrison Villard, president of
the New York Evening Post; Jane Addams;
Lillian D. Wald; Amos R. E. Pinchot; Paul
U. Kellogg; Owen R. Lovejoy, secretary of

Rudolph Spreckels of San Francisco, Simon
Benson of Portland, Oregon, and August A.

the National Child Labor Committee; Mrs.

Busch of St. Louis are reputed multi-million
aires reported to have endorsed the demand
of the Committee on War Finance for con

man; Dr. John Lovejoy Elliott; Norman M.

scription of incomes above $100,000. E. W.
Scripps was previously reported. No reply

Glendower Evans of Boston; L. Hollings

worth Wood; Emily Green Balch; Max East
Thomas; Celia Lewisohn; Agnes B. Leach;
Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, and Prof. Henry R.
Mussey of Columbia University.

has yet been received by the committee from

John D. Rockefeller, Vincent Astor,
Rosenwald, J. P. Morgan and other
millionaires of whom it has asked
pression. [See current volume, page

Julius
multi
an ex
829.]

The Food Problem.

In a letter to Chairman Taylor of the
House

Irrigation

Committee on April 18,

Secretary of the Interior Lane urged prompt
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action on the bill to stimulate food produc

tion on private and public lands.

He urged

organization of farm labor to be moved sys
tematically from farm to farm. This, he
said, would substitute a “co-operative com

monwealth” for competition between the
farmers for labor and seed. He said further:
The ﬁrst step after organization should be the
securing of the right to use all such private land as
is unused. Compensation for this should be paid on
the basis of a percentage of the yield, whatever the
standard for such return in the neighborhood may
be. Each man might bear upon his arm some evi
dence of the public work that he is engaged in, per
haps a ribbon on which is printed “U. S. Mainten
ance Corps.” Your bill represents the beginning of
a campaign against the holding of lands out of use.
With a little money and enterprise this campaign
can be made effective, not only against idle lands on
our reclamation projects, but as against the idle
lands in the country.

Secretary of Agriculture Houston, on
April 20, sent a communication to Congress

asking that his department be authorized to
assume direct supervision of production and
distribution of food within the United States.

He asked appropriation of $25,000,000 for
the purpose. His plan involves a complete
survey of the food supply, supervision of
markets and operation of all packing houses,
canneries and other manufactories related to
food production and, in case of necessity, the
power to ﬁx maximum and minimum prices.
It
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Warren K. Billings was arrested on April 12
charged with perjury and held to await ac
tion by the grand jury. Riegall’s confession

was to the effect that he had been offered a
bribe to corroborate the testimony of Oman
that he had seen Mooney, Billings and other
defendants in an automobile with a suitcase
near the scene of the explosion at Steuart
and Market Streets, on the day that it oc

curred. Riegall has produced letters from
Oxman and other evidence in support
of his confession. The ﬁrst letter from Ox
man is as follows:
“San Francisco, Dec. 14, 1916.
“F. E. Riegall, Grayville, Ill.
“Dear Ed: It has been a long time since I heard
from you. I have a chance for you to come to San
Francisco as an expert witness. A very important
case. You will only have to answer three or four
questions, and I will post you on them. You will get
mileage and all that a witness can draw. Probably
$100 in the clear, so if you will answer me quick
in care this hotel and I will arrange the balance. It
is all 0. K., but I need a witness. Let me know if
you can come. January 3rd is the date set for trial.
Keep this conﬁdential. Yours truly,
“a. c. OXMAN."

On receipt of this, Riegall wired that he
would go on receipt of transportation and
expenses.v In reply Oxman wrote that the
money would be sent, urged silence on the
matter and suggested that on arrival at San

Francisco he register as from Evansville, In
diana. On December 25 he wrote to Riegall’s

Governor Capper of Kansas, on April 17,

mother intimating that he might have use for

urged the State Council of Defense to make
a minute and systematic survey of all vacant
lands, and of the need of the farmers.

her as a witness also, and if so would secure
transportation for her. On the 27th he sent

#

It

A. C. Townley, president of the Farmers’
Non-Partisan League of North Dakota, in a
newspaper statement on April 22, urged ac

tion by the government as follows:
Take over the distribution system.
Take over the packing plants, canneries, ﬂour
mills, warehouses, elevators and storage plants.
Take over the idle land held by speculating land
holders, and distribute it among the hundreds of
thousands of farmers who will make this land pro
ductive.
Loan the farmers money with which to buy seed,
equipment and labor.
San Francisco Frame—Up Exposed.

The prosecution of the labor men at San

Francisco charged with complicity in bomb
throwing at the preparedness parade has been
discredited by the confession of one F. E.

Riegall of Grayville, Illinois. As a result of
this confession F. C. Oxman whose testimony
caused the conviction of Thomas Mooney and

the following telegram:
“San Francisco, 12-27, 1916.
“F. E. Riegall, Grayville, Ill. We are sending you
care Illinois Central ticket agent money for your
ticket and expenses San Francisco and return. When
you arrive San Francisco come to Terminal Hotel
and inquire for me. Telegraph when starting. Come
at once.
“F. c. oxmxu.’

On arrival at San Francisco, Riegall regis
tered on January 6 at the Terminal Hotel
under the name of “L. 0. Charles, Evans
ville, Indiana.” He declared that he was gen

erously entertained by the district attorney
and his assistants as well as by Oxman. He
said further:
I told Oxman I was in Niagara Falls on the day
of the explosion, but he said that didn’t matter, as
there was a big reward up, and if I would stand in
with him, and back up his testimony, I would be in
on the money. The next day after I reached San
Francisco, Oxman took me to the place where the
bomb had gone oﬂ' and showed me everything and
told me what I was to say. Then I met Fickert and
Runner, and they talked it over with me about what
I was to say to back up Oxman. When I saw what
the frame-up was I never intended to go through

The
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with it, but I played horse with them. When they
asked me to repeat my testimony I would say, “At 8
o’clock in the afternoon I was at 1075 Market
street—" and then they would get sore and say,
“No, no; it was 2 o’clock at Steuart and Market,"
and we’d have to go through it again. I had come
out here supposing it was young Oxman who had
written to me, as the old man was known in Gray
ville as Clifford Oxman, and I did not recognize his
initials. One of the Oxman family had helped my

father out of some trouble once, and I thought I
would come along and see if I could do anthing. But
I had no idea of going through after I found out
what the game was. They showed me a good time
while I was here, though.

Riegall disappeared when the trial took
place and thus evaded testifying.

On hear

ing of the conviction of Mooney he tele
graphed Assistant District Attorney Cunha
from Grayville as follows:
Congratulations.
new trial.
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My testimony may get Mooney

In reply Cunha wired him saying he would
be willing to help Mooney get a new trial if
any doubt of his guilt should develop, and
urged Riegall to tell all he knew. Riegall,
therefore, wrote asking him whether he
should send letters, telegrams and other data

to District Attorney C. M. Fickert. To this,
he says, he never received a reply. In com
menting on the matter, the San Francisco
Bulletin says, in its issue of April 14:
We have sufﬁcient evidence to destroy the whole
case against Mooney, Billings and the other defend
ants, and to justify a case of perjury against several
witnesses and of subornation of perjury against the
district attorney. The Bulletin, therefore, waits for
action by the chief of police.
Several of Chief
White's subordinates, including Lieutenant Bunner,
were intimately connected with the Riegall incident,
and thus in touch with the cold-blooded conspiracy
by which the men chosen by the people to represent
justice used the powers of their ofﬁce to perpetrate a
brutal injustice. The Bulletin urges Chief White to
take up this case at once, use the evidence which lies
so ready to his hand and see that justice is done.

may provide by law for the assessment of personal
property or the improvements in and upon land, or
both, at a rate of less than one-half their cash
value, or for increasing the amount of the above
mentioned exemptions, or for entirely exempting
such personal property or such improvements in
and upon land, or both, from all taxation. Provided,
that this amendment shall in no wise restrict or
limit the authority of the State or any municipality
or other taxing power to levy on public utility fran
chises and on all other kinds of property such taxes
as the public needs may require.

To get on the ballot for the November

election of 1918 it will require 63,000 signa
tures. The matter is in charge of the
league’s secretary, Judson Grenell of Water

ford. The other oﬁicers are: A. Laurence
Smith, W. S. Blauvelt and F. F. Ingram of
Detroit, A. M. Todd of Kalamazoo, L. A.
Bregger of Bangor, Edward Frendsdorf of
Hudson, Myron H. Walker of Grand Rapids,

and S. M. Lloyd of Flint.
1236.]

'*

[See vol. xix, p.

1'

The Circuit Court of Sangamon County,
Illinois, held, on April 16, that the tax
amendment voted on last November was not
adopted. It failed to receive the approval of

a majority of qualiﬁed electors voting at the
election. The State Canvassing Board held
that it needed but a majority of those voting
for legislative candidates and declared it
carried. The board has now been overruled.

The case will be appealed to the Supreme
Court.

The amendment removed restrictions

on classiﬁcation of personal property, but did
not provide for exemption of improvements.
[See vol. xix, p. 1196.]
i

t

A bill applying to Philadelphia a graded
tax law, similar to but more thorough than

that applying to Pittsburgh and Scranton.
was introduced in the Pennsylvania legisla

An initiative petition has been launched
by the Michigan Site-Value-Tax League for

ture on April 11 by Representative Walker
of Philadelphia. The bill provides for sepa
rate assessments of land and improvements,
20 per cent. reduction the ﬁrst year in the
tax rate on buildings, with proportionate in
creases on land values, and continual reduc

the following measure;

tions so that by 1925 the entire burden shall

[See current volume, page 206.]
Tax Reform News;

All assessments hereafter authorized shall be on
property at its cash value, except on personal prop
erty and improvements in and upon land, neither of
which shall be assessed at more than one-half their
cash value. The personal property of every person
or corporation, up to the amount of a cash value of
One Thousand Dollars, and the improvements in and
upon each parcel of real estate, separately assessed,
whether owned in common or by joint owners, or
by a corporation or by an individual, up to the
amount of a cash value of One Thousand Dollars,
shall be exempt from all taxation. The legislature

be on land values. [See vol. xviii, p. 597,
vol. xix, pp. 391, 584.]
Mexico.

The cost of the Mexican revolution from
the usurpation of Huerta, according to a
statement issued by General

Carranza, is

given as 95,500,000 pesos in gold and 800,
000,000 pesos in paper. The peso is equal to
ﬁfty cents in American money. All bills con
tracted by the Republic outside of the coun
try have been liquidated. The public debt,
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which prior to 1913 amounted to 427,000,000
pesos—excluding obligations contracted by

Huerta, which were repudiated by the Con
stitutionalist Government as illegal—has
decreased 125,000,000 pesos. The amount of
claims for damages, the statement says, must
be considered as a debt. Attention is called
to the fact that the Constitutionalist Govern
ment has never refused to recognize legiti
mate national obligations originating prior
to thle revolution. [See current volume, page

377.
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tic, and of troops south of Riga are taken to
indicate important action in that region. In
Roumania the Germans are reported to be
retiring from their most advanced position at

Braila and Galatz, which some construe as a
move to shorten their line in that country.

Some activity is no d in Macedonia, and
gains are announce by the Russians and
British in Mesopotamia, and by the British in
Palestine, where they have reached the Turk

ish base at Gaza. The attacks of the French
and British on the western front appear to
have caused the abandonment of the threat

Japan.

ened drive on Italy.

The Parliamentary elections appear to
have resulted in a victory for the Govern
ment. It is estimated from the early returns
that the Government won 217 of the 381

page 378.]

seats, and the Opposition 164.

The success

of the Government is interpreted as an en
dorsement of the national leadership of the
Premier, Count Terauchi. Some newspapers
predict that the Count will reafﬁrm at the

[See current volume,

i

i

The unlimited submarine warfare con
tinues, but no ofﬁcial reports of vessels sunk
have been given out. Two hospital ships
loaded with wounded British and Germans
were sunk on the 17th, resulting in the loss

ofﬁce. These include efforts at closer friend

of a number of lives, among them ﬁfteen
Germans. Unofﬁcial reports announce the
destruction of a large number of submarines.
Report of a submarine off the American coast
has not been conﬁrmed. Reports from Ger

meeting of the Diet in June the policies out
lined by him last October when he took
ship with China, a better understanding with

many declare that no submarines are operat

the United States, and whole-hearted co
operation with the Entente Allies. [See vol.

ing on this side of the Atlantic.

xix, p. 973.]

Reports continue of trouble within Ger
many and Austria. Scarcity of food necessi
tated a reduction in the bread ration, which

European War.

Alternate advances by the British and the
French on the western front have continued
throughout the week. The assault by the
French on the 16th extending from the angle

east of Soissons to Rheims, and from Prunay
east of Rheims to Auberive, resulted in an
advance of two to two and a half miles on a

thirty-six mile front, and the capture of

l

0

led to a strike in Berlin and Essen, and at

several other places. It is announced that
the strike was settled by an order to the men
to return to work or be called to the colors.
There appears to be increasing agitation
among the Socialists.

And it is thought that

a national conference of the party will have
to be called to restore harmony. The cry

13,500 prisoners. The German forces are re
ported to have brought up nineteen divisions,

among the seceding Socialists is for a free

or 400,000 men, in attempting to stem the ad

Germany.
Q

vance.

#

The French estimate the German loss

at 100,000.

Meantime the British have

tightened their hold on Lens, and are draw

ing near to Cambrai. Neither Lens nor St.
Quentin have been taken by the British, but
the advancing lines are extending so far
around them that their fall is considered cer
tain within a short time. The advance of the
Allies continues, but at a much slower rate.
The British forces renewed the assault on the
front from Vimy ridge to a point south of
Croissilles on the 23d. This action, which

extends on both sides of the Scarpe River,
and covers a front of eight miles, is still in

progress. Two villages have been taken, and
1,000 prisoners.

The Germans are offering

very stubborn resistance. Reports of the
movement of German transports in the Bal

Attempts to establish a separate peace with
Russia through the agency of the Socialists
have failed.

Foreign

Minister

Miliukoff

makes the most positive statements that no
such peace can result. On the contrary, he
says, the Russian Socialists are working to

bring about a Revolution in the Central Pow
ers. The gathering of Socialists in Stock
holm under German auspices has apparently
had no effect upon their Russian brethren,

who announce themselves as determined to
carry on the war to a successful conclusion.
Premier Lvoff, who with other members of
the cabinet recently visited the army head
quarters, declares that the unrest manifested
in the army during the.ﬁrst stage of the revo

lution has completely disappeared, and that
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the ﬁghting spirit is constantly increasing.
German newspapers of the 22d announce that

the Socialist declarations in favor of demo
cratization of Germany were passed for their
effect upon foreign opinion. Count von
Reventlow, extreme conservative, says the

The Spanish Cabinet, led by Count do Ro

manones, resigned on the 18th, because of
divisions in public opinion with regard to
Spain’s

foreign

policy.

Marquis

Manuel

Garcia, President of the Senate, has formed
a new Cabinet. The new Cabinet, which,

German people have been fooled by the Gov
ernment, which has failed to explain that

like the preceding one, is Liberal, announces

should Germany be obliged to make peace
without annexation or compensation in
money and raw materials, which would have

and promises a restoration of constitutional
guarantees.

to come chieﬂy from America and the British
colonies, “she would be ruined militarily,
ﬁnancially, and economically.”

No military movements on the part of the

*

#

Turkey severed diplomatic relations with
the United States on the 20th. American in

a continuation of the policy of neutrality,

II

t

United States have been announced, beyond
the general work of preparation. Interest
centers in the visit of the mission headed by
Arthur James Balfour, Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs of the British Government.

The delegation arrived at New York on the

terests have been intrusted to the Swedish

21st, and went at once to Washington, where

Minister at Constantinople.

with

great cordiality has marked its relations
with Administration officials in the discus

typhus, and will remain at the Turkish capi~
tal for the present. The Turkish Minister,

sion of planslfor co-operation in the war.
The French mission, headed by Marshal

A. Rustem Bey, was dismissed from Wash
ington early in the war because of offensive

Joffre and former Premier Viviani, arrived
in the United States on the 24th.

Minister,

Abram

I.

Elkus,

The American
is

sick

criticism of the Administration. Holland
and Norway have notiﬁed the United States
that they will remain neutral; Argentina
has demanded satisfaction from Germany for

the sinking of a sailing vessel by a subma
rine. The proposal to hold a conference of
American nations at Buenos Aires at an early
date has received the endorsement of Brazil,
Chile, Mexico, Peru, Colombia, Cuba, Bolivia,

and Paraguay. The conference, which will
be known as a Congress of the Nations of
America, has for its purpose the promotion
of the friendly relations of American repub
lics, the advancement of their community of
interests, political as well as commercial, and
the discussion of questions that will arise out
of the present war.
'
l

3

Greek relations with the Entente Allies
appear to have reached an acute state. No
ofﬁcial report has been made, but the vari
ous unofﬁcial accounts indicate that drastic
action may be taken by the Allies at any

time.

King Constantine continues his pro

German activities, while Venizelos, head of

the

Provisional

with the Allies.

Government,

cooperates

Vénizelos controls northern

Greece, together with the islands, while
Constantine's authority is recognized in the

remainder of the country.

Reports from

Washington indicate that the Administration
may follow the action of the Entente Allies
and recognize the Provisional Government.
Opinion appears to be growing in favor of a

republican form of government for Greece.

NOTES
—Limited woman suffrage bills were defeated in
the Connecticut and Pennsylvania legislatures.
—The Rhode Island House passed on April 17 the
Senate bill granting women Presidential suffrage by
a vote of 71 to 20. Governor Beeckman signed it on
April 18, making it a law.
—A bill prohibiting application of “third degree"
methods to unconvicted prisoners passed the New
York State Assembly on April 18 with but one vote
cast against it. The bill was introduced by Social
ist Assemblyman Shiplacoff.
—The military census of New York to be taken
in May will require male inhabitants to answer 87
questions.
These are for information regarding
physical qualiﬁcations for military service, nation
ality, race, ancestry, education, training, business
and ownership of chattels needed in warfare.
—The Supreme Court of Illinois on April 19 re
fused to restrain the Chicago Board of Education
from enforcing the so-called Loeb rule which pro
hibits teachers from belonging to the Teachers’ Fed
eration. The Court held that the Board may remove
teachers with or without cause.
[See Vol. xix, pp.
614, 1049.]
—The Nebraska State Senate passed on April 21
and the Governor signed the bill conferring on
women municipal, county and Presidential suffrage.
This makes 19 States in which women may now vote
for President. The others are Rhode Island, Ohio,
Indiana, Michigan, North Dakota, Arkansas, Illinois,
and the eleven full suffrage States.
--The Interstate Commerce Commission on
April 19 allowed the railroads to put in effect 15
per cent raise in freight rates beginning June
1. It will proceed to investigate, however, the ree
sonableness of this increase, but shippers have put
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upon them the burden of showing the advance to
be unreasonable. It is estimated that the increase
will bring the railroads $400,000,000 additional in
come. Increased expenditure due to granting of the
eighthour day is estimated at $60,000,000.

PRESS OPINIONS

Twentieth Year

question that military men alone should settle. But
its more discussion editorially, military men say,
might forewarn the Germans and Turks. To that
the answer can only be that in a case like this the
military must yield to the more important principle
that the American democracy shall continue in war
time to have the right to express itself on vital
issues.

Public Sentiment on Conscription.

Johnstown (Pa.), Democrat, April 20.—Conscrip
tion was crushingly defeated in Australia when the
issue was submitted to a direct vote of the people.
Even the soldiers in the ﬁeld cast their ballots
against it. Yet practically every newspaper in the
great island continent was shouting for universal
compulsory service and denouncing as traitors all
who dared lift a voice in protest against the govern
ment’s plans to fasten Prussianism upon the people
of the commonwealth.
The government itself was
absolutely conﬁdent that it would win at the polls.
But no government was ever more thoroughly fooled
regarding the temper of the people it was assuming
to represent. When the ballots were counted it was
found that the government had utterly miscalculated.
Public sentiment was overwhelmingly against forced
military service. Is public sentiment for it in the
United States?
We doubt it.
We believe if the
issue were submitted to popular vote, as was done
in Australia, it would be rejected by a crushing ma
jority.
And it is this thought which is restrain
ing Congress. The members of that body are much
less sure than the Administration that American
democracy is ready for the great sacriﬁce proposed.
It is a mistake to assume that opposition to the
Prussian system is dictated by Prussian sympathies.
The foes of Prussianism at home are likewise the
foes of Prussianism wherever it obtains.
And in
ﬁghting to avert the danger threatening our free
institutions under the hysteria of war they are
rendering a service to their country which the democ
racy of the future at least will be able to appreciate.
Militarism is democracy’s deadly foe.
More Important Things Than War.
New York Evening Post, April 18.—As reported
by the Senate Committee on Judiciary, the Spy bill
appears to have been considerably improved, since
it contains a clause to the eﬂ’ect that nothing in
the bill shall “limit or restrict any discussion, com
ment, or criticism of the acts or policies of the Gov
ernment or its representatives or the publication of
the same.”
This is, in part, however, offset by
another clause specifying that “no discussion, com
ment, or criticism shall convey information pro
hibited under the provisions of this section." Sena
tor Borah is quoted as saying that the bill is prim
arily drawn to protect the Government from legiti
mate criticism. The diﬁiculty, however, may be il
lustrated by a single example. Let us suppose that
the Government were planning secretly to send an

expedition to Mesopotamia.

That would be a pro

posal in regard to which the press ought to be
heard; American public opinion ought to be able to
express itself as to whether such an expedition
should or should not be sent. It is distinctly not a

CORRESPONDENCE
WEALTH CONSCRIPTION AND SINGLE
TAX.
I feel that my long-time advocacy of the taxation
of land values as the truly scientiﬁc basis for raising
governmental requirements with complete fairness
to the producers and consumers of wealth makes it
proper that I should explain why I am now in sym
pathy with the patriotic effort the American Com
mittee on War Finance is making to aid rightly to
apportion the terriﬁc ﬁnancial burden of war as
fairly as possible.
There are two reasons why I think it proper now
to raise vast sums from the, to my view, unscientiﬁc
income tax by reducing the limit of exemption—
spreading it over a greater number of citizens—and
by the increase of the rate to an extreme percentage
on the few great incomes.
First—The money should be raised immediately and
this tax is already in working shape.
Second—War occasions great speculation and exces
sive incomes result from exorbitant proﬁts.
I think I noticed one report of corporate proﬁts of
800 per cent., and we know of many over and ap
proximating 100 per cent. As I recall, the British
Government reported an income last year from the
excess proﬁts tax of over £139,000,000, or nearly
seven hundred million dollars. What then must the
excess proﬁts have been in the United States?
I have aways differed from many single taxers in
approving a rapidly increasing scale of assessment
on inheritances, for the reasons that it was
First—A right granted by the Government to assure
the transfer of the property of the deceased.
Second—That the prohibition of the law of entail in
the United States was one of the basic principles
of maintaining a free government of the people,
and the quickly acquired and vast fortunes of
modern days call now for application of the prin

ciple to the property itself.
Third—That only in this way can the evils of past
unscientiﬁc taxation, which has been burdensome
on the consumers and producers of wealth, be
promptly corrected, and
Fourth—That war conditions specially call for such
a contribution from principal as well as unearned
income.

A very suggestive editorial in the New York Times
of April 16 emphasizes another conviction I have
held for many years respecting the levy and collec

tion of the inheritance tax—viz.: the inequities of
conﬂicts between State and Federal levies on prop
erty and on incomes. I think the State tax on in
comes a distinctly hindering application of that
principle, even if I thought the tax sound.
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The experience of New York State with the law
approved by Governor Hughes raising the rate of
' the inheritance tax to the amount of 26 per cent. on
certain sums made the inherent difﬁculty of State
taxation of inheritances very clear—that clause was
promptly repealed under Governor Dix, because of
removals of residence to other States.
The only fair method of levying the inheritance
tax is to have one such assessment made by the Con
gress of the United States on a schedule approved
by the experience of other such taxation, especially

that of the Government of Great Britain.

It is, I

think, only fair that such taxation should be recog
nized as mutually and equitably proper for State as
well as National income.
I, therefore, urge that the Congress pass an in
heritance tax law on just lines as the experience of
the world points out, and divide the proceeds with
the States in which the decedents’ property is
justly located. Such division might be one-half to
the United States, and one-half to the States, or
two-thirds and one-third, as might seem most equit
able on careful study of the results of the inheritance
tax levies in the various States.
I believe it incumbent on every citizen to now give

heed to the matter of forming an intelligent opinion
on the great question of equitable taxation, as the
foundation stone of an honest, democratic govern
ment. I venture to reiterate my conviction that the
taxation of land values is the most righteous basis.
GEORGE FOSTER YEABODY.
Saratoga Springs, N. Y.
i

i

'

WE SHOULD PROTEST.
Ella Wheeler Wilcox in Railroad Trainrnan.
To sit in silence when we should protest
Makes cowards out of men. The human race
Has climbed on protest. Had no voice been raised
Against injustice, ignorance and lust,
The inquisition yet would serve the law,
And guillotines decide our least disputes.
The few who dare must speak and speak again
To right the wrongs of many. Speech, thank God,
No vested power in this great day and land
Can gag or throttle. Press and voice may cry
Loud disapproval of existing ills;
May criticize oppression and condemn
The lawlessness of wealth-protecting laws

That let the children and child-bearers toil
To purchase ease for idle millionaires.
Therefore, I do protest against the boast

or independence in this mighty 18nd.

'

Call no chain strong which holds one rusted link.
Call no land free that holds one fettered slave.
Until the manacled slim wrists of babes
Are loosed to toss in childish sport and glee;
Until the mother bears no burden, save
The precious one beneath her heart; until
God's soil is rescued from the clutch of greed,

And given back to labor, let no man
Call this the land of freedom.

SPRING.
By Ivangelina Close.
Plow deepl
Uncover scraps of rotting ﬂesh,
Heaped up in piles,
As last year's leaves are gathered by the storm;
And turn the furrow over bleaching bones
That lie upon the ﬁeld '
Like lingering drifts of winter snow.
Plow deep!
Mix well the phosphates, salts and lime
Till earth is turned to earth again.
Then sow the seed, nor spare
The ground is rich—
New grain will grow,
New life spring forth to serve the future good.

BOOKS
BOTH SIDES OF A QUESTION.
Selected Articles on Sin letax.
Published by The H. W.
Price $1.25.

(Debaters’ Handbook series).

ilson Company, White Plains, N

Y.

The little volume named above calls for a few
words of appreciation. It contains a number of
articles which have been judiciously selected by
Edna D. Bullock, and the names of whose authors
give suﬂicient guarantee of their quality—along with
a complete biography of the subject.
It has been wisely said that the secret of effective
debate lies in the ability to state the opponent’s case
in its most favorable light, and this is a truth that
young debaters cannot too early learn. The compiler
has given specimens of special pleading both for and
against, in which this principle has been scrupulously
adhered to. She has also included a few notable ex
amples on both sides where this guiding principle
has been forgotten, and we strongly recommend stu
dents to seek for these latter, and to learn from them
“how not to do it.”
The excellent “Brief” which has been prepared by
Mr. Leo Jones, and which includes a list of the stock
arguments pro and con, invites one or two critical
observations. It is hardly correct, for example, to
say that “in Manitoba .
. taxes are levied upon
prairie-values alone." A piece of land that is still

part of a prairie has no taxable value at all.

As

civilization creeps outward with its roads, public im
provements and social services, what was prairie
yesterday, has ceased to be prairie w-day. Unused
land in the middle of a city may be in the same
condition as before Columbus discovered America,
but its value is not now prairie-value. Its value is
the reﬂection of the civilizing inﬂuences that sur
round it. There is, indeed, no such thing as prairie
value in the economist’s sense; no land has value
until it has ceased to be part of a prairie.
Again, Mr. Jones points out the seeming anomaly
that Isaac Sherman favored single tax because the
tax would shift itself to land-users (which means
the whole people), while George and his followers
advocated it for the opposite reason that it could
not be shifted. “Economists,” says Mr. Jones, “are
agreed that the latter view is correct." We could
have wished for the beneﬁt of young debaters that
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he had indicated the sense in which both views are
correct. The fact which, in Isaac Sherman’s mind,
must obviously have underlain his argument, is that
economic rent, the fund which Singletaxers wish to
appropriate to public uses, is being willingly con
tributed to every year by the whole people as the
price of the social privileges they enjoy, and will
continue to be contributed by all the people even down
to the humblest member of society.
Far-sighted Singletaxers will also demur to Mr.
Jones’ contention that under Singletax those with
capital to improve land will have a great advantage
over those without capital. For capital cannot be
employed without labor. The capitalists must employ
the capital-less man if he wants his land to produce
the wherewithal to pay the ground-rent tax.
And
if he is under competition from other capitalist-land
owners in the same predicament, the moneyless man’s
wages will rise by a natural law until they reach the
point at which he is getting his just proportion of
the total wealth produced. It should be made clear
then, that the convinced Singletaxer cares not
whether he himself is with or without capital when
the Singletax becomes operative. In either case he
will be sure of a demand for his services, and if he
is among the moneyless, he knows that the increased
competition for his services will assure him of his
just share of the wealth he aids in producing.
It is to be hoped this book will stimulate the habit
of debate among the young people in our high schools.
We were privileged recently to read the report of a
discussion on the merits of Singletax between the
students of New Bedford and Fall River High
Schools, and cannot too heartily commend the ex
cellent grasp of the subject exhibited by those stu
dents.
The interests of truth may be equally
served by those who sincerely set out to discover
the weak points in a theory, as by those who defend
it.
Whatever, therefore, our young people’s pres
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ent opinions may be concerning the Singletax, its
best friends will wish that it may be thoroughly
discussed with all the aid that can be got from such
books as that which we now recommend.
ALEX. MACKENDRICK.

BOOKS RECEIVED
Obstacles to Peace. By Samuel S. McClure. Published by
Houghton Miiiiin. Company, Boston and New York. Price $2.00.
How to Get Ahead.
By Albert \V. Atwood.
Published by
Hobbs-Merrill Co.
Price $1.25.
lunicipsl Ownership.
By Carl D. Thompson.
Published
by B. W. Huebsch, New York. Price $1.00.
An Introduction to Social Psychology. By Charles A. Ell~
wood.
Published by D. Appleton & Co., New York.
Price
$2.00 net.
Municipal Functions.
By Herman G. James. Published by
D. Appleton 8: Co., New York. Price $2.00 net.

Town Planning for Small Communities.

By Charles S. Bird,

Jr. Published by 'D. Appleton & Co. Price $2.00 net.
Galusha A. Grow.
B
James T. Dubois and Gertrude S.
Matthews. Published by
oughton Miiiiin Co. Price $1.75 net.

_Bsiirced Valuation.

By Home: How: Vanderblue.
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Clarence announced his coming by a series of
howls. “Oh, my ﬁnger, my ﬁnger!" he said.
“Poor little ﬁnger," mother cooed. “How did you
hurt it?"
“With the hammer."
“When?”
“A long time ago," Clarence sobbed.
“But I didn't hear you cry."
“I didn’t cry then; I thought you were out,” said
Clarence.—New York Times.

-Special articles by
Stoughton Cooley, one of
The Public’s editors, ap
pear each Monday on the

editorial page of
Chicago Herald.

Shoot Straight
at a Target
Promiscuous sampling is shooting in the air.
Marked sample copies go straight to a pros
pect and demand attention, not to everything,
but to one particular thing—to one particularly
interesting article.
And they get attention. Few of us have the
courage to ignore marked articles: we are a
little afraid of missing—if we do ignore them—
something unusually good!
For 2c. a copy (cost price of handling) we
will mail marked copies of THE Pusuc to lists
large or small. In addition to marking the par
ticular article, the wrapper itself will be
stamped “Marked Copy."
Help us at least double the circulation of Tris
PUBLIC this Year.
STANLEY Bowman.

Pub

lished by Houghton Miﬁiin Co., Boston. Price $1.50 net.
A German Deserter’s War Experience.
Translated by J.
Koehgen. Published by B. W. Huebsch, New York. Price $1.00.
Hisinforming s. Nation.
B
Willard Huntin on “high.
Published by B. W. liuehsch, blew York. Price 1.26.
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cago.
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FREED FROM DOGMA AND CANT

Public Ownership of
Public Utilities
Orders for extra copies of The
Public of April 6, indicate the grow
ing interest in Public Ownership.
Carl D. Thompson’s article, “Na
tionalize the Railroads,” has been
widely quoted, and used for distri
bution.
'
In the next issue, Part II (an addi

tional eight pages) will be devoted
to Public Ownership.
It will cover Public Ownership of
Railroads, Municipal Ownership,
Telegraph and Telephone and con
tain other matter pertaining to the
Public Ownership movement.

Not in the supplement (Part II),
but in The Public itself (Part I),
Morton G. Lloyd, formerly techni
cal editor of The Electrical Review,
will have an article on “The Taxa

tion of Public Utilities.”
Copies of The Public containing
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Mr. L. S. Dickey
will receive subscriptions to The Public at
508 Schiller Building, 64 W. Randolph St.,
Chicago. Chicago readers can, if more con
venient, subscribe, order books, or make any

other remittances for us through Mr. Dickey.
Advertisements for The Public will also be
received by him.
Copies of The Public can he obtained in Chi
cago at McClurI'a Bookstore, The Post Ofﬁce
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NINETEEN YEARS AGO
[Quotad from Volume I of The Public, April 9, 1898.]

One of the recent disputes between the Canadian
Paciﬁc railroad and the American roads brought to
light a queer fact.
It appears that in 1887 the
American transcontinental roads agreed to allow
the Canadian Paciﬁc to sell tickets from coast to
coast for $7.50 less than the regular rate.
This
allowance was intended as an offset to a difference
in length of haul.
Now what would any man of
ordinary sense, knowing nothing of the facts beyond
this statement, suppose that difference in length
of haul to be?
Would he suppose that the Cana
dian Paciﬁc’s route was longer or shorter than that
of the roads making the concession?
Could be
possibly come to any other conclusion than that the
Canadian Paciﬁc had been allowed by the pooling
agreement to charge less because its route was
shorter? Surely, such a man would reason in this
way: The shorter the haul, the less the expense of
carriage; the less the expense of carriage, the less
the'fare; therefore, the lower the fare over the Cana
dian Paciﬁc implies that its road across the continent
is shorter than the competing roads. But he would
be wrong.
The Canadian Paciﬁc was allowed to
carry passengers across the continent for $7.50 less
than the regular fare, not because its route is
shorter, but because it is several hundred miles
longer. Here is a fact that goes far to conﬁrm the
opinions of recent investigators into the mysteries
of railroading.
It goes to prove that distance is
a small factor in the cost of transportation.
If
the Canadian Paciﬁc can afford to carry passengers
several hundred miles farther than its competitors,
for $7.50 less than they charge, they can afford, if
distance is an important factor, to carry for still
less. In ways like this railroad monopolists them
selves are furnishing data for the oncoming move
ment in favor of the nationalization of railroads,
and an adjustment of fares in harmony with the post
ofﬁce principle, which disregards distance.
i

Q

i

Work thou for pleasure; paint or sing
or carve
The thing thou lovest, tho’ the body
starve.

O SCAR H. GEIGER
WHOLE SAIJE FURRIER

SWE-T 37 W STREET
NIAI I?! AVENUE
TILKINQNI

onncacv love

NE‘VYORK

FURS FOR ALL SEASONS
OAPES,
soars.

OOILABETI‘BS,
SHOULDER-Pm
m5, COATS AID AUTO-GOAT!

FUR STORAGE

I .rhall be pleased to serve reader: of The Puauc.
, Hill .‘I' i‘ililli'iii .i 'h'.l."n-.|,' I i 1.1 L. i‘ ll in.

SUGGBTIVE THERAPEU
LE

TICS. A course of essentials
which my be completed at
home in 180 hours. Concise, deﬁnite and practical.
Well ldl ted for use of physicians.
For ful particulars, address, Dept. J. J., Wells-or
Institute, Nevada, Mo.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
Small classiﬁed advertisements we will insert in The Public
at the rate of to a word. cash with order.
Subscribers who want to buy or sell something which would
not, in their opinion. warrant s_iarge advertisement will ﬁnd
here a method of advertising specially adapted to their needs.

ORDER YOUR BOOKS through The Public's Book Dept.
NEW YORK AND VISITING SINGLETAXERS meet at
luncheon every Tuesday at Union Square Hotel, Fourth Avenue
and lbth Street, New York City.
GUMMED LABELS, advertising The Public and the Single
tax, and suitable for putting on envelopes and packages, 10¢
per 100; 1,000, 75c. The Public, Circulation Dept.

SINGLE TAX LEAGUE OF LOS ANGELES. invites Single
Taxcrs to visit headquarters, 514 Lissner Building.
Informa
tion, lectures or literature on r uest. Send addresses of in

terested Californians.

Who works for glory misses oft the goal;
Who works for money coins his very soul.
Work for the work's sake, then, and it
may be
That these things shall be added unto thee.

KENYON cox.
#

i

FUR REPAIRS

H. W.

cFarlaue, President; Charles

James, Secretary.
UETROIT SINGLE TAXERS meet at lunch every Tuesday.
12:15 at Board of Commerce, corner Wayne Street and Lafayette
Boulevard (see bulletin board in lobby for private dining room
number) visitors invited.
THE SINGLE TAX NEWS is two years old this month.
Send stamp for Sample Copy. Union,
Y.

i

The body of Frances E. Willard was cremated at
Chicago last week.
This was in accordance with
her own wishes.

MANHATTAN SINGLETAX CLUB
The oldest Singletsx organization in the world.

Ofﬁce

and club room, 41 West 48nd street, New York City.
1

l

#

Gov. Pingree’s special session of the Michigan
legislature increased the taxes on express companies
by 500 per cent.

Open every week dnsfy. Meetin
every Sunday evening.
Call or write for i ormation, eoturca or literature.

Male Singletax Quartet
Full sets of the bound volumes of The Public are
very rare. Volume I sells for $25. We have now
two complete sets; nineteen volumes, handsomely
bound in half leather.

Price $13.50.

Advertiser would like to hear immediately from a tenor
singer capable of taking tenor in a male quartet, who will

volunteer freely his services in behalf of the Singletax movement
in and about New York. Address "Director," care The Pubic.
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MPLEXlON POWDER.

Waterbury

ﬁv-Lmu-PINK-e’wnsm-aox
The one really invis
ible powder; it clings
with the softening effect

of a lovely veil, both
beautifying and pro
tecting the complexion.

A watCh

the PBOPle

Made inWhire, Cram-11,8“;
acne and Pink tints, and the
wonderful new Tint Natural.
Roses of Paradise or Amabelle
odor, $1.00; exquisite Violets
of Paradise, silk hat box,

>

’9”.

'

$5.00;i'lb

W aterblu'y

$1.00 A tea

$10.00, 23.....‘1’3’... $2.:i0, 280m

~

in silk boxes.

This incomparable
In the first place it's the size that is so much wanted
today—especially in the cities—the smaller “iii-sise."

powder,
.

Then the whole “get-up" of the watch is smart,

granceﬂn Square Paper

Bouquet

“a.

stylish, up-to-tho minute in all the little features

box, only 50 cents. At

found in the high-priced watches.

your druggist's.

But a watch is to keep time and to meet practical

requirements.

Here is three dollars’ worth of watch

by the best Ingersoll standards.
It's jeweled with
(our jewels at points of greatest friction. It is so
curate; and it is sturdy too. It isn't put out of busi

ness by a little rough handling that most watches
won’t stand.
As 'sn added attraction you have the Waterbury
l'Redloliter" at $4.00. The hands and ﬁgures are made
of a new self-luminous substance containing genuine

radium.

This causes them to glow with s brilliance

that lasts for ten years—probably much longer.
You can always tell an Ingersoll store by the display
of Ingersolls in the window.
There's one not fer

from you.

Waterbury
Radiulile

FREE

'
SPEECH

By HARRY WEINBERGER
$4

This booklet (written before the Declaration of War)
many will ﬁnd extremel useful for distribution amongst

9

those who show signs 0 intolerance.
Taking for his text the statement that the ﬁrst casnsl~
ties of war are Free Press and Free Speech, the writer
£313?! a brilliant presentation of the case for utmost

ree om.
WHAT READERS THINK OF IT:
H

.
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.
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3. w. Enebsoh—“The little pamphlet is excellent"

e

ghsrlgs FredericilﬁdemsTriBrilllgli-n little broljhn‘rle'."
osep

New Yak

'

San Frmd‘co

Dans

or—"

e
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e

essay

0

ether admirable."
Frederick
Cyrus Leubnsoher—"I have never seen
the ideas expressed so well in such a small space."
Leonard D. Abbott—"1 em lsd that this essay is

to have a longer life in pamp let form."
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The Life of Tolstoy
By Paul Bt'ru koﬂ'
A simple enumeration of the chief events
of his life, a concise summary of his teach
ing, and an indication of his spiritual devel
opment. Translated from the Russian of
M. P. Birukoff, one of Tolstoy’s closest
friends, who was aided by Tolstoy himself
in the selection of letters and other docu
ments for this biography. With a list of
his works and essays, and an Index.
Illustrated by a photogravure frontis
piece and 16 plates in black and white.
Coxnnrs
Tolstoy's Forbears, Childhood, Boyhood, and
Youth, Military Service, Literary, Educational
and Social Activity, Death of His Brother Nicolas.
Educational Work, Early Days of Married Life,

The Anna Karenina Period.

The Crisis.

“What

Then Must We 'Do?", Popular Literature, S read
of Tolstoy's Inﬂuence, Further Literar an
So

cial Activities, Years of Famine, Dukho or Move
ment. Excommunication and Illness, ubilee of
{1808 Tolstoy's Flight and Death, List 0
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The Ethics of
Democracy
By Louis F. Post
Third Edition:

New Introduction

The “Ethics of Democracy” is Mr.
Post’s greatest book. It is a series of
optimistic essays on the natural laws of

human society, which should be read and
recommended widely.
CONTENTS: Introduction — Democ
racy; The Democratic Optimist, Indivi
dual Life, Business Life, Economic Ten
dencies,

Politico-Economic

Principles,

Democratic Government, Patriotism; Con
clusion—The Great Order of Things.

Tolstoy's

or s.

What Reviewers Say:

Athcnwum.-—“All lovers of Tolstoy will wel
come the appearance of an English version of
Paul Birukof'f's Life of Tolstoy. The book had
the rare advantage of Tolstoy’s supervision; it
appeared with his sanction, and we may therefore
regard it as a truthful presentation of his doc
trines. These are clearly and concisely set be
fore the reader, with impressive directness. It
is a living and valuable document. The last
chapter gives a sketch of the closing years of
Tolstoy’s life, his flight, and his death.”

Price 81.75, postpaid

Reminiscences of Tolstoy

Mark Twain Wrote of the first editiop:
“I prize it for its lucidity, its sanity and its
moderation and because I believe its gospel."
The Globe, Boston:
A republication in a third edition of Post's
Ethics of Democracy is a literary event worth
noting.

The Citinen, Ottawa, Canada:
Louis Post’s light will continue to shine for
true democracy, in the United States; and the
rest of the world has nothing to lose by keeping
in touch with the principles laid down in
The Ethics of Democracy.
The Christian Science Monitor, Boston:

By his son, Count Ilya Tolstoy
This is Tolstoy seen from the intimate
point of view of his family.
Count Ilya Tolstoy’s recollections of his
father include the whole scene and all of
the principal persons in the drama of the
great novelist’s life.
The record is more than a biography—it
is a picture of one of the greatest ﬁgures of
modern times as his children saw him. A
very human book, and one which every ad
mirer of Tolstoy will want to possess. For
ty-eight full-page illustrations.
Publisher’s price, $2.50, net. Our price, $2.00,

BOOK DEPT.
122 E. 37th Street

truth in love."
William L. Chenery, in the Chicago Herald:
Louis F. Post’s volume of Essays in “funda
mental democracy" has now reached its third
edition.
Mr. Post got his inspiration from
Henry George, but he has learned his democracy
from the life around him. The production of a
clear-sighted, brilliant leader, Ethiceof Democ
recy opens a wide window for the viewing of
our common life.

Price $1.50, Postpaid

postpaid.

THE PUBLIC

The author has written a preface bringing
himself and his convictions up to date as it were;
and a very ﬁne thinker on the ethics of democ
racy he has been and is. Monopolies, imperial
ism,_ protection, unearned increment, pseudo
patriotIsm, mock-justice, get hard blows from
him but not in a bitter spirit. He “speaks the
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