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HE HIGHEST OF ALL ARTS is the art of co
operation, the art of working together harmo
niously for a common purpose, the art of under

standing one another and making ourselves understood,
through useful service that people want and are glad

Founded, 1898, by Louis F. Post and ALICE THAcHER Post

to pay for—if they can.

Editors:

surf-Rose,

Sixteen years ago the Straight Edge press reprinted in
the form of a booklet * an article on this subject hav
ing special reference to teaching the art of co-operation
in public schools, not as an abstract theory but as a
concrete expression of public service that school chil
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dren would be glad to participate in, with benefit to
themselves and to the community at large.
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Had Uncle Sam caught the idea at that time, he would
have had, by this year 1917, an industrial army to whom
public service would be second nature—an army that
could have fed the World and spanked the Kaiser as
a peaceful diversion.
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But there are difficulties about the problem of teaching
the art of co-operation that put it beyond the range of
probability as a government venture for some years to
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SCHOOL OF CO-OPERATIVE INDUSTRY is

A

one of the branches of the Straight Edge In
dustrial Settlement that is just now being sepa
rately incorporated under the laws of New Jersey “to

train boys and girls and handicapped persons in the
fundamental principles of self-supporting industry.”
16:Tant,

It takes time to lay the foundation for such a “School.”
It has to start small and grow. All the money in the
world could not establish it.

A million dollar endow

ment would kill it sure. A bang-up faculty that had to
be supported in the sweat of other people's faces would
doom it to certain failure.
ISI:EU:{E,

The Science of
Social Service

I should think every reader of The Public would be

“About the most thoro and convincing work I know

interested in this “School” and want to join the circle

of is The Science of Social Service' by Louis F. Post,
In this work Mr. Post examines the whole field of
Land, Labor, Capital, and Co-operation, and makes
the subject so clear that a child could understand it.”

of Founders and Friends who are laying the founda
tion for it. I should think you would want to enroll
in the co-operative organization that is yearly rolling
up a larger and larger volume of business in which the
pupils of this school find their medium of expression.
I should think you would quit financing your own
economic funeral and put your money into something

-C. J. Buell in an address on “Why Capital Gets
Much and Labor Little,” before the Minnesota
Academy of Social Sciences.

“Social Service,” of which Mr. Buell

you can become enthusiastic over.

speaks so highly, is published in
I should think you would sit right down this minute

cloth and paper—75c and 40c re

and send a dime for that booklet on “The Highest of

spectively, postpaid. If you haven't

All Arts,” and read it carefully, along with the litera
ture of the Straight Edge School Co-operative Industry

read it, order a copy today.

which will keep coming to you, if we have reason to
suspect you of intelligent interest in “Fundamental
Democracy,” as applied to Education.

THE PUBLIC, Book Department NEW YORK
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Am I “barking up the wrong tree?”
*Strf:Ena
* THE HIGHEST OF ALL ARTS. By Avery Quercus, 1901.
Edge Press, 100 Lawrence St., New York. (10c post

#;"
paid.

Double
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Editorial
Germany powerless or free is Arthur Bal else shall we interpret the plans for future
four's epigrammatic statement of the En armaments? Why the proposal for a great
tente Allies' position in regard to peace. De naval base in the West Indies? What excuse
tails regarding the readjustment of boun for the spending of billions of dollars on coast
daries and the indemnification of Belgium defenses that cannot possibly be made until
and Serbia are of lesser importance as com long after this war is over? Only in the
pared with the question of good faith on the event of failure of the Allies can there be any
part of the contracting parties. So long as excuse for increased armament. Should Ger
the Kaiser retains the sole power of making many win the war nothing could prevent a
war and peace in the name of the mightiest universal increase of armament in prepara
military country no covenant that his govern tion for the inevitable war to follow. But if
ment might enter into will be worth the paper the Allies win, if they render harmless this
it is written upon; for no one will know how monster fighting machine, what excuse will
Soon it will be scrapped by him or by his son. there be for further armaments? To propose
Germany is confronted with the alternative preparations for future wars is to confess
of seeing her people made free, or of having the failure of this one, either that the Allies
her government rendered harmless for mis will not win, or that their winning will do no
chief. Peace can be hastened by making the good. Every dollar and every stroke of labor
government responsible to the German peo that can be spared should be put into the
ple. This is not to dictate the form of gov present war, and it should be done in order
ernment that they shall have, but it is to that success now may bring freedom from
exact surety that an irresponsible ruler shall militarism in the future.
not have the power to precipitate another
*
*
*
world war. Germany powerless or free is
more than a phrase. It represents the cleav
Business men are being urged by coal com
age between autocracy and democracy. If panies to come to the rescue of the Francis S.
the Kaiser and his junker following can be re Peabody's Committee on Coal Production, in
strained from within, well and good; if the order to maintain monopoly prices for coal.

German people will not do this, then it must In a circular sent out by the Watkins Coal
Company of New York the opposition of the
Secretary of War and the Secretary of the

be done from without. Civilization cannot
endure half slave and half free.
*

sk

sk

The world is struggling toward democracy.
Men are looking beyond the wreck of battle
to peace. Present sacrifices are made only in
the hope that the loss shall be repaid with
corresponding gain. Men of peace, men Op
posed to militarism are offering their all in

this last supreme effort to abolish war. But

Navy to unreasonable coal prices is disposed
of in this way:
The time has come for reputable men of business
to combat the rabid tendencies of men like Baker and

Daniels, whose policies are throttling American in
dustry. No matter how honest they may be in their
theories, their ignorance of costs, labor conditions
and business practice is as dangerous to you as it is
to us. We ask you again to look at this question in a
broader light and use your influence to keep Ameri

there are some who apparently have another can industries in the hands of the men who have
created them.
interpretation of the present cataclysm. They
are fighting in the same battles, and they are
No doubt this is an honest protest uttered
making the same sacrifices, but they appear by men who know all about costs, labor con
to be struggling toward a different goal. How ditions and business practice, but whose con
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tempt for theories is apparently due to ig

Congressmen should be called to account by

norance of fundamental principles which de
termine to what extent the price of a com

their democratic constituents.

modity is just payment for services rendered,
and to what extent it is extortion. The price
of coal is not determined by labor cost and in
terest on investments in machinery alone.
Monopoly of coal-producing lands tends to
create an artificial scarcity, which may be
reasonably suspected of causing prices to
soar beyond what would be required to fur
nish an equitable return for services ren
dered.

Failure to realize this fact has led

Government By Indirection
Apparently it does sometimes make a dif
ference whose ox is gored. When certain
“free thought” papers were barred from the
mails the religious press applauded or was si
lent. When ultra radical papers were denied
mailing privileges the conservatives thought
they had received their deserts. And when
attempts were made to have Congress inves
tigate, there was lack of interest. But now
that a Congressman finds his mail tampered
with by secret service men, and the conserva

these coal operators, who perform a useful
function, to imagine an attack upon the mo
nopoly feature of their business a menace to
business in no way helped by monopolistic
powers. American industries cannot be kept
in the hands of the men who create them, if
monopoly may exact tribute without inter
ference. In protesting against the course of

of Boston, who complains that his mail has

Secretaries Baker and Daniels the coal com

been tampered with, should be a member of

panies are objecting to safeguarding of use

the Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads

ful industries.

that refused to inquire into the charges
s:

*

tive critics of the administration fear they

may suffer similar handicaps, the question
assumes a new aspect. It adds a sense of the
humorous to know that Congressman Tague

*

made in the resolution of Congressman Lon
Is an insult to the Government always of don of New York.
fensive? The lynching of Frank Little,
The testimony of Postmaster Murray of
I. W. W. leader, has been attributed to Boston before the House Committee on Post
alleged slurring remarks concerning the Office Expenditures again emphasizes the ne
army? These were represented as an “insult cessity of a complete overhauling of the rules
to the Government.” But the lynching itself and regulations of the Post Office Depart
was an exhibition of far more serious disre

spect to the Government.

It does not seem

however to have aroused as much resentment

in certain “patriotic” circles as, for instance,
neglect of an individual to stand up while a
band plays the “Star Spangled Banner.” Had
Little been a gunman employed to commit
thuggery in the interest of Western copper
magnates, instead of an advocate of violence
against them, and had he been lynched by an
I. W. W. mob, would there have been in the
metropolitan press no fiercer denunciation of
the outrage than has so far appeared?
sk

sk

sk

Five of the 21 members of the House
Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads

took advantage of the absence of their col
leagues to save the Post Office Department
from an investigation of its censorship. The
names of all of these five members have not

been reported, although two were Moon of
Tennessee and Cox of Indiana. In time the
others will be made known. For this in

difference or hostility to democracy these

ment. Mr. Murray, though stoutly denying
that he permitted any tampering with private
mail, testified that an inspector, on being re

fused permission to open letters, asked him
to turn his back. The whole trend of the tes

timony indicated that a postmaster situated
as Mr. Murray was might or might not per
mit letters to be opened. Nothing was
brought out to indicate that a man would be
disciplined for opening them.
It is becoming daily more apparent that
the complacency of the American public has

permitted the building up of an extra legal
means of detecting and punishing crime. If
the Post Office Department is to be an ad
junct of the legal department of the Govern
ment, with its employees acting with the Se
cret Service men of the Treasury Department

and district attorneys associated with the
Attorney General's Department, it should
be established by law and publicly pro
claimed. If it is to be restored to its original
function of transmitting intelligence, that
also should be defined by law. Such shifting
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about in a no-man's land of social, political,
and industrial activities is producing an un
healthy state of mind on the part of the pub
lic, as well as working injustice to individuals
who may happen to run counter to the opin
ion or interests of some petty departmental

Public
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their way unchecked except in the compara-.
tively rare instances that now call for official
notice in formal statements issued on the

initiative of cabinet members, who are always
loathe to dignify gossip by answering it.
Such abuses of power as the suppression of
chief.
periodicals by the Postmaster General would
If there is to be espionage by the Post be quickly called to account. We should have
Office Department let it be duly provided for the reasons for executive acts that seem un
by law so that the patrons of the mails may reasonable until the reasons are given. Hard
be forewarned. If letters are not private it pressed executives cannot be expected to
is unnecessary to seal them; if they are pri know at all times what questions the people
vate the seal should be sacred. If it is pub are asking. But Congress is fairly repre
licly known that Government officials can sentative. Many of its questions would be
open letters, persons having really private irrelevant and unintelligent, but so would
matter to convey will find other channels those of the people. This reform would head
through which to send it. Hence, it would off the embarrassment and clumsiness of a
seem that even from the standpoint of ex joint Congressional committee on the con
pediency, to say nothing of justice, it would duct of the war; it would give the people the
be the part of wisdom to restore the Post feeling that they were in the confidence of
Office Department to its original function of the Government and therefore make their
transmitting intelligence. Important as that support more whole-hearted; it would pro
now is, it will become more So when the tele vide a means for the prompt checking of
graph and telephone systems have been post abuses by any executive officer; it would
alized.
greatly assist cabinet members in procuring
necessary legislation; it would make of Con
gress a more intelligent and competent body.
A Needed Reform
Governor McCall of Massachusetts is the

latest public man to urge that cabinet officers
be given seats in Congress and that they
be permitted or required to urge or oppose
pending legislation and to answer questions
regarding administrative acts and policies.
During the progress of the war, the Amer

Stabilizing Weak Governments
Politics and business, never a good combi
nation, are particularly objectionable at this

time. The prospectus of a Haytian sugar
corporation gives two reasons why its stock
will
prove a profitable investment. First,
ican people have had occasion to inform
themselves regarding the institutions and the treaty between the United States and
practices of other parliamentary govern the Republic of Hayti is regarded as the
ments, and many have been struck with strongest protectorate existing between the
the greater degree of executive responsi United States and any other country; and
bility provided by the English system. second, the corporation owns and controls a
There, a man must be elected to Par railroad with annual interest guaranteed by
liament before he can serve in the Ministry, the Haytian Government; an electric light
and he retains his seat after his eleva and power company operating under an ex
tion. For cabinet officers and the heads of clusive concession; a wharf company holding
important administrative commissions to de an exclusive concession; and a sugar com
vote two or four hours each a week to attend pany with 20,000 acres of the most valuable
ance on Congressional sessions would be vast lands in Hayti.
There is no intention of accusing those in
ly more effective and less vexatious than to
empower a joint Congressional committee on terested in this company of dishonest prac
the conduct of the war to scrutinize, cross tices or evil intent. They doubtless have ob
examine and object ad libitum. The state served the letter of the law throughout, and
ments of cabinet officers to Congress would may have followed its spirit; but it is well
be also statements to the American people. that such matters be kept before the public
A horde of charges, rumors and doubts would in order not only that there may be no wrong

be disposed of as they arose, instead of going doing, but that there be no suspicion attach
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ing to them. The thing that arrests atten
tion in the present instance is the change in
the Haytian Government. Americans have
seen franchises and other valuable privileges
in their own country stolen from the people
through bribery of aldermen and legisla
tors. And after such dishonest representa
tives have been brought to book the courts,
though they have sent the aldermen to pris
on for accepting bribes, have upheld the title
to the property for which the bribes were
given.
It is known that for years the Government
of Hayti has been somewhat of the strong
arm nature, administrations coming and go
ing according as they could finance them
selves. There might have been a degree of
crude fairness in this method as long as it
continued on that basis; for if one set of ex
ploiters by financing a revolution secured
rich pickings, they in turn were displaced
by subsequent revolutionists who were
financed by fresh exploiters. The rapid suc
cession of revolutions may have distributed
the pickings with some semblance of justice.

our Government to assume such a responsi
bility. Justice and order should obtain every
where, and if any people occupy a portion of
the earth that is needed by mankind, and re
fuse or neglect to use it, then it is the right

of mankind to apply such restraint as is
necessary. Such action should come through
international agreement; until international
ism has reached its full stature, however,
neighboring countries will exercise such re
straint. But in doing so the restraining or
stabilizing government assumes a grave re
sponsibility. When it presumes to suspend
the right of self-government—and that is
what our interference amounts to—it is our

duty to see that the people so treated shall
have justice. Franchises, lands, and other
special privileges that were sold to the var
ious exploiters by succeeding revolutionists
never at any time belonged to those who sold
them. They belonged to the people of the

country. And as long as the American Gov
ernment places any restraint upon the people
of Hayti, or any other protectorate, it must

see that justice prevails.

It is a matter of

But now enters the United States Govern

small moment how the holders of these fran

ment and puts an end to the game of battle
door and shuttlecock. The game should have
been ended long ago, but is it sufficient to
stop the players arbitrarily without taking
some note of the winnings?
The company in question boasts of exclu
sive franchises running to 1946, 1950, 1957,
and—if titles to land in Hayti are like those
in this country—forever. It is not a ques

chises and lands got their title; but it is of

tion of whether the holders of these titles

got them by fraud, or bought them of others
who got them by fraud; the point lies in
whether they have any right at all to them.
In this country the idea is rapidly growing
that franchise monopolies belong to the peo
ple as a whole, and that no matter how
the holder may have acquired title, justice
requires that he pay to the public annually
the value that the public has in its collec
tive capacity created. This idea will be ap
plied in American cities and States as soon
as a majority so vote. But in Hayti the
people will be helpless. Their Government
has been stabilized.

the utmost importance that they pay to the

people their annual value. If this be done the
name of America will be blessed by people
who never have had justice. If it be not done
we shall be accursed as a nation, differing
from the maurading revolutionists only in
the degree of our strength. The mere fact
that a corporation should boast of these ex
clusive franchises and land holdings derived
from the irresponsible governments we have
displaced, and that it should naively add
“with labor at 20c. per day in Hayti” chal
lenges the people of this country to see that
we do not permit our strength to burden their
weakness.

Obstructing Relief
In an advertisement in New York papers

of July 22, for which the Real Estate Ex
change of McAlester, Oklahoma, appears re
sponsible, we learn that the Federal Govern
ment is about to sell grazing and timber lands

The United States has

in the prospective oil fields of Oklahoma. The
stepped in to regulate affairs, and the people
there can have only such government as
meets with the approval of administrations
at Washington.
This is not to say that it was wrong for

advertisement says further:
You do not have to live on the land.

You do not

have to improve the land. . . . . . . . You make yearly
payments to the Government. You pay no taxes
until land is fully paid for. Similar lands formerly

August 10, 1917
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sold at $3 to $7 an acre. . . . . . . . But a short time
ago seven men—men with absolute courage of their

convictions—borrowed and begged a total of $1,000.
In but a few weeks this land sold for $210,000–
$30,000 each.

And still the United States Govern

ment sells land in this country for from $3 to $7 per
acre. Study carefully the opportunity in your grasp.
Here, in the Midcontinent Oil Belt—here in the heart

of the richest grazing, timber, vegetable and mining
territory of the world, you can become independent—
you can have the same opportunity that confronted
the Vardruffs—father and son, who bought land in
Oklahoma for a mere song, sold it later for $500,000,
and retired to a life of ease.

You deal with the

U. S. Government—you buy your land from the
U. S. Government—and the Government gives you a
deed and your money is given to the Choctaw and
Chickasaw Indians. You are not required to live on
the land—you are not required to improve the land—
you do not have to go to Oklahoma to purchase the
land—you can buy this valuable property on yearly
payments to the Government—and you can have your
money back with 6 per cent interest if you're dissat
isfied.

This advertisement, if it does not depart
from the truth, reveals that even while Con
gress is deliberating on a food control meas

ure, the United States Government is engag
ing in Oklahoma in one of those transactions
which tend to create food shortages. And
what the Government is announced as about

to do, private individuals are doing con
tinually.
If Congress wants to prevent food short
age it must pay some attention to the source
of production. It must make ownership of
land without use, unprofitable. The bill about
to pass lacks a provision to this effect and so
it fails to ensure an ample food supply in the

Public
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opoly from taxation as much as it dare and
to increase levies on consumption and on in
dustry proportionately. The war profits of
the Steel Corporation, over and above all
taxes, offer one of many examples of de
liberately neglected opportunities for revenue
without increasing burdens on consumption.

The profits of the Steel Trust, though part
ly due to the efforts and enterprise of its
managers, are to a far greater extent the re
sult of governmental favoritism. Six years
ago Herbert Knox Smith, then Federal Com
missioner of Corporations, showed in an of
ficial report that only $250,000,000 of the
Trust's capitalization of $1,400,000,000 rep
resented investments in manufacturing prop

erties. Tangible property represented by the
rest of its capitalization consisted principally
of mineral lands, and Commissioner Smith
said in comment on its holdings of iron ore
beds:

The industry itself rests physically on the ore.
The Corporation based one-half of its capitalization
on the ore.
The ore is of primary signifi
cance in the Corporation’s dominance, and in that
resource chiefly is involved the industry’s problem of
public interest.

Shortly after this report appeared a com
mittee of Congress headed by Mr. Stanley of
Kentucky investigated the Trust. Among
the witnesses called was Charles M. Schwab.

With commendable frankness he explained
why his concern had no cause to fear compe
tition, saying:
It is not now possible, so far as I know, to get con
trol of sufficient iron ore and other raw materials to

future.

The need of action along that line was
pointed out by the Conference on the High
Cost of Living, which met at Washington on
July 30 and 31. That gathering has urged
upon Congress the advisability of levying a
tax upon land values “as a means of liberat
ing the land for the people.” Unless Con
gress takes note of this advice and acts ac
cordingly, land speculators will continue to
obstruct plans for relief of the food situa
tion.

Trust Profits and Public Revenue
The setting aside of over $68,000,000 by
the United States Steel Corporation as its net
profits for three months is announced while
the Senate Finance Committee is deliberat

ing over the war revenue bill. The tendency

of the Committee's efforts is to relieve mon

justify the great expenditure necessary to create
large modern steel works.

Being asked by Chairman Stanley as to the
possibility of building steel works in the
South, Mr. Schwab said:
Those owning the iron ore there could. Any others
would have to draw their ore from the few owners.

In permitting monopolization of these and
other natural resources the Government has

given the Trust control of the steel industry.
Its extraordinary profits result from this
monopoly, and every dollar may be taken for
public use with less injustice than the levies
on coffee and tea or on moderate incomes,
provided by the pending revenue bill.
When the revenue bill gets into conference,
it is to be hoped that democratic Congress
men of all parties will make a stronger ef
fort than seems yet to have been made, to
put the entire war burden on monopoly.
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Our Fighting Factors
By Louis F. Post

To the old maxim, “an army moves upon
its belly,” a new interpretation has been
given by the world-war in which the United

For food is not enduring. Most of it is
needed for consumption as fast as it is pro
duced. This is virtually true of all neces

States is now involved. We have learned that

saries, but of food it is literally true. As
“an army moves upon its belly,” so do the
nations. All their people must be fed with

the maxim applies not only to soldiers on the
march, but to all the fighting factors of a na
tion at war. The nation itself, not its army
alone, “moves upon its belly.” It must be
fed continuously or it perishes. Nor one na
tion only, but all nations.
This newly learned lesson of war is more

food produced as they go.

It is with impelling force that the war has
brought this lesson of life home to us. As a

peace lesson it is the crux of all the vast
variety of problems that will make for per

It is a lesson

petual peace after this war, or will plunge

for peace times too. What a few have here
tofore said but the rest have disregarded,
some from ignorance and many from want
of thought, the world's greatest war is forc
ing upon the understanding of all. Nobody
can any longer doubt that mankind lives from
hand to mouth. Never again will any but im
postors assert nor any but easy dupes be
lieve, that men may live upon accumulations

us into wars hereafter, according to our solu
tions of them. As a war lesson, it is the most

than a lesson for war times.

impressive and important with which we of
the United States are at this moment con
cerned.

We are at war with an efficient and malig

nant enemy to democratic progress and the

of the past. The war has made it clear that

world's peace. He has for half a century or
more been preparing for the world-conquest
which he is now making war for. True to

none live otherwise than by the work of their

his threat, this self-styled “German Michael”

time.

has “planted his shield, adorned with the
eagle of the Empire,” upon foreign soil in
order to afford Prussian “protection to those
who apply to him for it,” and toward those

It follows that no one can be rich

enough to live without working unless he
lives at the expense of the work of other liv

ing men. Is it, then, unreasonable to predict
that hereafter he who does not earn his own

who do not yield, to “strike out with mailed

living, be it that of a beggar or that of a
millionaire, will be spotted for an industrial
parasite? Who can long be dull enough to
doubt that any one's living, if he does not

fist.” He has actually struck out “with mailed
fist,” not only in the East, toward which his
threat was specifically directed,” but also in

earn it himself, is being earned for him? Not

his way through Belgium and into northern
France; and, while still holding this foreign
soil with military might, he has advanced his
“eagle of the Empire” out upon the Atlantic
Ocean toward the United States. Not only

has been earned for him by industrious and
thrifty ancestors but is being earned for him

by industrious and despoiled contemporaries?
Ancestors leave no accumulations of life's

the West.

With “mailed fist” he has forged

did this “German Michael” make that menac

necessaries worth considering in connection ing advance upon us; he coupled it with a
with the problem of living without working. declaration of war against us. And while we
Houses that last for a little time, jewels for still held back from war, hoping for a more
a longer time, machinery for a shorter time peaceful attitude on his part, he supplement
—these they may leave. But even the most ed his declaration of war with death-dealing
enduring necessaries and luxuries of life are assaults upon our people and against our na
soon gone. Before they are worn out, the tional sovereignty. He would not have peace.
heir must part with them in exchange for He is out for military conquest.
food, unless his ancestor from whom he in
To defend our country against this world
herits them has left him also some magic
conquering enemy, we have formerly recog
recipe for commandeering food without earn
ing it.
*German Kaiser's World-policy Speech of 1897.
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nized his declaration of war and undertaken
to meet his offensive warfare with defensive

warfare. To wage our defensive war effi
ciently we have joined forces with the other
nations marked by that “German Michael”
for his world-conquering designs: Belgium,
France and Great Britain to the west of him,
and democratic Russia at his east.

Our Ob

ject—and nothing short of this would be
efficient for defensive purposes—is to defeat
him in distant waters and on foreign soil be
fore he shall have advanced with his “mailed
fist” into our own territorial waters and

planted “his shield, adorned with the eagle
of the Empire,” on our own territorial soil.

He gave us a choice of wars.
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We had

from him the alternative of fighting him in

Europe now and with allies, or (if without
our helping them he were to win in Europe)
of fighting him later on without allies and in
our own country. The choice has been made.
Our defensive war will be fought out abroad
and with allies instead of here and alone.

In this struggle the United States needs an

gether with all their accessories and their
productive and distributive contrivances,
will be consumed as they are produced. The
people live from hand to mouth. Today's
production is virtually, almost literally, to
day's only supply for consumption.
It is a natural law. There is no such thing
as accumulation in any comprehensive sense.
Work, productive work, continuously pro
ductive work, is the price that Nature ex
acts of mankind, alike for living and for kill
ing. Pay as you go, and pay in work! This
is Nature's unalterable rule.

So we need not alone an army and navy of
fighters, but one also of producers. Our
fighting factors are two-fold—the factor that
consumes in order to fight, and the factor that
produces in order to make fighting possible.
This has been true of all wars. The fight
ing element apart, it is essentially true also
of peace. Whether in peace or in war there
must be continuous production in order to
maintain continuous consumption. But the
world-war in which we are involved has so

army and a navy of fighting men. And they dramatized this truth, this necessary co
must be made effective.

Not only with arms

incidence of consumption and production,

and ships and munitions, but also with cloth that our two fighting factors are visible now
ing and food.

Like all other armies, navies

too, ours must “move upon its belly.”
must the nation as a whole.

So

Food and cloth

ing, ships and arms and ammunition, to

as they have never been before. For con
venience of discussion they may be dis
tinguished as the military and the economic.
Let us consider them in turn.

Why Men Do Not GO to the Farm
By Frederic C. Howe
The really important question in the food
problem is not distribution, it is production.
Why is there so little produced? Why are
there not more farmers? Why is there not
an abundant supply of food in the country
whose land is more fertile than that of Eu

rope, and where the resources of the earth

have scarcely been scratched?
While much has been done to educate the

farmer, to increase the productivity of the
land, to improve the quality of cattle and
Seeds, we have made no effort to open up the
earth to labor or to render agriculture attrac
tive. With tens of millions expended for the
promotion of agriculture there has been no
official study or concern of the kind of tenure
which prevails, of the system of credits, of

facilities, and of other economic factors of
primary importance that confront the would

be farmer in his efforts to go upon the land.
The examinations of the economic founda

tions of agriculture indicate very clearly why
farming decays in this land of abundance.
And one explanation is the rapid increase in
the price of agricultural land. This is one

obstacle and

a most serious obstacle to farm

1ng.

A generation and a half ago there was free
land to be had for the asking. It was to be

had just west of the Mississippi River. But
the free land is all gone. And when the free
land disappeared all land acquired a monop

oly price. A million incoming immigrants
each year created a rapidly increasing de
inadequacy of transportation and marketing mand not only for land, but for food as
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well. And this increasing demand upon
a limited supply began to effect land
values.
It has been especially opera
tive during the past few years. To-day
almost all of the land in the country is
held at a speculative price. It has a monop
oly value. Fifty years ago the land in Iowa,
Illinois, Kansas, Nebraska, and the Dakotas,
was held at from $3 to $5 an acre. To-day it
is held at from $100 to $300 an acre. In

cent and the number of persons engaged in
agriculture but 11.2 per cent. The increase
in the value of agricultural land was not the
result of increasing acreage under cultiva
tion, nor yet in the number of farmers. The
increased value was a monopoly value, due
to the enclosure of the free land and the in

held at from $500 to $1,000 an acre, which a
generation ago could be had for the asking.
The farming land in America is held at a
higher price than it is in England. Only in
such intensively cultivated countries as
France, Holland, Belgium, and Denmark is
agricultural land value equal to that in the
central part of the States of America.
Even in the East the price of land is pro

creasing pressure of population upon the soil.
It is an “unearned increment,” a social value
due to the necessities of society and the in
crease of population.
The cheap land of our fathers has disap
peared just as the free land of our grand
fathers disappeared a generation earlier.
And dear land places an embargo on farming.
Dear land explains the drift to the city. It
drives the sons of farmers away from the
country. They cannot buy land. It is held
at a price beyond its economic value, and they
are unwilling to become tenants or agricul

hibitive to the would-be farmer.

tural laborers.

Texas it is the same.

In California land is

He can

hardly hope to make enough to keep up mort
gage payments and secure a living. Fre

This is one obstacle to agriculture. This is
one explanation of why we do not produce

quently he loses his whole investment through

more food.

failure to meet the charges against him.

of necessity come, is closed against labor.
And the embargo is almost as effective as
though it were decreed by the State that no
one should be permitted to go to the land.
For men in the mass are always seeking to
satisfy their needs along lines that are

This speculative price of land is one ex

planation of the failure of our farming popu
lation to keep pace with our needs.

The

earth is closed against the would-be farmer

by the speculative price at which it is held

The earth from which food must

and the inability of the man of average capi

easiest.

tal to make a living on the land at the price
which he has to pay for it.

know of the avenues of effort that are most

By something like telepathy they

remunerative even when those opportunities

The rapidity with which land has increased are in far-away Alaska. And the end of the
in value in recent years is indicated by the centuries long movement to the land, which
census returns. In 1900 the farming land of has been going on ever since discovery of
United States had a value of $13,058,007,995. America, is not wholly due to the attractive
A decade later it was valued at $28,475,674,
ness of the city or its comforts and pleasures;
169. In ten years’ time farming land in it is due rather to the fact that the land is
creased in value by $15,417,666,174, or 118.1
now closed against the worker by the Specu

per cent. The value of the land per acre in
creased 108.1 per cent.

During this period lative prices that act as an embargo against

the increase in farm acreage was but 4.8 per

agriculture.

Our Disaffected Wage Earners
By George P. West

country involving hundreds of
A condition approaching chaos prevails
today in the labor situation. Since Mr.

thousands of

men and seriously crippling some of the na

most vital industries. Copper produc
Gompers pledged labor's full co-operation to tion's
tion
in
Montana and Arizona has been seri
the Government and agreed that the status
ously curtailed by strikes under the leader
quo should be maintained during the war, ship of the I. W. W. Cannery workers have
strikes have broken out in all parts of the
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struck in California under the same banner,
and the preservation of large quantities of
greatly-needed food stuffs has been inter
ferred with. We are threatened with strikes
of harvest hands in various states from the

Missouri River to the Pacific Coast, and
strike agitation is acute in the iron and cop

per ranges of Lake Superior.

The records

of the Department of Labor show an unpre
cedented number of strikes during the
months since Mr. Gompers pledged organ
ized labor to a truce during the period of
the war. And while multitudes of wage
earners have struck, other hundreds of
thousands in his own organization have
repudiated Mr. Gompers' leadership by join
ing the People's Council, individually or en
bloc, through their national unions. The
important garment trades of New York,
Philadelphia, Boston, Baltimore and Chi
cago are disaffected almost to a man.
Nor is this the sum of Mr. Gompers'
troubles. In pledging labor's co-operation
at the beginning of the war, he predicated
his promises on no binding reciprocal agree
ment by which organized labor was to be
adequately recognized by the Government.
With a naivete hard to understand in a vet

eran labor leader, he laid everything at the
government’s feet and then trusted to a simi
lar burst of generosity and enlightenment
on the part of the bureau chiefs and the in
dustrial executives who are acting as gov
ernment purchasing agents. The result has
been that government contracts for uniforms
have been let to non-union shops, who sub
let to sweat shops and tenement workers,
and in general there has been a disregard
of labor's claims that has aroused intense in

Public
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principle of collective bargaining, and there
fore in antagonism to the spirit of the times
and of the cause for which we are fighting,
is not so clear. But in any event, Mr. Gomp
ers discovered, after valuable months had
been lost, that the Committee on Labor engi
neered no contracts, and therefore exercised
no discretion in allotting work to plants
where wages and conditions were fair and
where collective bargaining was in practise.
The important committees that canvassed
the industrial field and submitted recommen
dations on which contracts were let were

composed of business men and industrial
leaders who for the most part had a decided
bias for the non-union shop.
President
White of the Miners was the first to protest
against the situation which Mr. Gompers had
permitted to develop, and Mr. Gompers has
since then endeavored, with some success, to
recover lost ground.
Now Mr. Gompers is starting a campaign
to discredit the Peoples’ Council and to purge
the labor movement of pacifist and pro-Ger
man influence. War revenues may be raised
by bond issues that will further inflate
prices, let wealth escape conscription and
mortgage the labor of future generations.
Mr. Gompers is on the trail of the pacifist
and the spy. Opportunities for driving a
wedge far into the line of privilege and mon
opoly and industrial autocracy may be never
so great: Mr. Gompers is otherwise occupied.
The great power of labor in war-time, ap
plied in other nations, to advance the cause
of industrial democracy, may be here dissi
pated and lost: Mr. Gompers is doing his
best to discredit and crush his ancient ene

mies among the Socialists and the followers
dignation even among those pro-war trades of Haywood. Let Frank Little be hanged—
unionists who subscribed to Mr. Gompers’ he was a bad lot; let excited patriots trample
policy.
on personal liberty, and bureaucrats sup
When the Advisory Commission of the press outspoken newspapers without a hear
Council of National Defense was organized, ing: Mr. Gompers bears an ancient grudge
Mr. Gompers took his place as Chairman of against the sufferers. He will write a letter,
the Committee on Labor. In a burst of pa perhaps. But as for anything else—he is too
triotism he appointed to serve with him em busy rebuking the labor movements of
ployers from the National Civic Federation France and England for their favorable atti
and the union-baiting National Association tude toward the international labor congress
of Manufacturers, as well as other trades proposed for Stockholm in September by the
unionists. That employing interests should Russian workmen and peasants.
have been recognized is unquestionable.
Much must be said for Mr. Gompers. His
That the Government itself, much less Mr. recognition of the German idea as a supreme
Gompers, need have recognized an associa expression of the tyranny and absolutism
tion committed to relentless warfare on the against which labor is constantly fighting de
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serves our gratitude. The Russian Jews
who predominate in the garment trades and
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You who are our agents in Congress and

who control the unions in those trades are

in the executive departments must act as
the spirit of the times and the temper of the

such intense internationalists and acquired
so strong an anti-allies bias in the years
when Russia meant tsarism and persecution
that probably no leadership in the Federation
of Labor could enlist their support for the
war. The western copper miners are under

We know the power of intrenched privilege.
But we have a programme, and we demand
that our programme be considered and that
the first clear steps be taken without further
delay.”

I. W. W. influence because the A. F. of L.

organization in their field is weak and all
but disrupted. But Mr. Gompers probably
would insist that the Federation is not a
father and mother to the unions that com

pose it—that each union must take the initi
ative for itself and carry its own burdens.
As for cannery workers and harvest hands,
and unskilled laborers generally, it is their
own fault that they have not organized in
unions of the orthodox pattern and affiliated
themselves with the American Federation of

Labor. Until they do, let them shift for
themselves.
This is not Mr. Gompers’
avowed policy. But it is close to the fact.
All this can be said, and more. The wage
earning population of America is a polyglot
one.
Its members are divided by race,
language and creed. A large proportion of
them are unnaturalized, are migratory, with
out roots in the community. To organize them
on the staple basis required for membership
in the Federation of Labor is difficult and

often apparently impossible.

Having ob

tained a law that will stem the tide of immi

gration, Mr. Gompers proposes to wait until
the melting-pot has done its work and the
impulse to organize on correct A. F. of L.
lines has manifested itself.

We can admit a part of this and place it
on the credit side of the ledger in which we
keep the account of a man who claims the
right to speak for American workers. But
there remains a balance against him. The
spirit of the times is radical. The workers,
the plain people, are ready for fundamental
reforms. They are ready to follow aggres
sive leadership—leadership that shall say:
“Yes, we are patriots, and we are in this war
against German tyranny and brutality. But
first of all we are in the war against eco

people demand.

We do not ask revolution.

This is the leadership that is lacking in
the American labor movement.

That move

ment could be vitalized by it. The rank and
file are ready for such leaders and such a
programme.
Hundreds of thousands of
wage earners, in positions where they can
seriously embarrass the nation's mobilization
for war, are disaffected not because they
favor Germany or because they are com
mitted to pacifism, but because they see in
Mr. Gompers’ pro-war leadership no promise
of gain and much danger of loss for the cause
which is nearest them—the emancipation of
the workers and producers of America from
economic exploitation and oppression. A
president of the American Federation of La
bor who was not so complacent and appar
ently contented with the status quo, whose
mind and heart were vitalized by the spirit
of the times, could prevent most of the pre
vailing disaffection and could enlist the
masses of America for the mightiest drive
the world had ever known against absolutism
and oppression, at home and abroad. In
stead, working-class discontent, robbed of
wise leadership and direction, is being dis
sipated in I. W. W. upheavals, pacifist ob

struction and sullen opposition.

It is hard

to understand why Mr. Gompers does not
realize that he can purge the labor move
ment of anti-war influences much easier by
organizing a drive for conscription of wealth,
the freeing of the land from monoply con
trol, and government ownership of public
utilities, than by denouncing our Scott Near
ings and James Maurers.
There appears small likelihood that Mr.
Gompers’ leadership will be successfully
challenged at this year's convention of the
Federation of Labor.

He is too clever a

nomic oppression and the brutality of pov politician, and labor is too grateful to him
erty here at home. It is the cause of human for past services. He has only to wave the
liberty for which we fight, and we are deter flag and intimate that his opponents are act
mined to advance that cause all along the ing for Germany, and his triumphant re
line. We are the people, Ours is the power. election will be assured. But can we not at
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least hope that some of the great interna

Tampering With Mail

tional unions composing the Federation will
formulate a programme and insist that it
be adopted by the Federation and that the

On paper his

The charge by Congressman Tague of Massachu
setts that his mail had been opened by postal officials
brought Postmaster Murray of Boston to Washing
ton with a demand for a hearing by the investigat
ing committee. He denied having allowed tampering
with the mail but explained that he had no control
over the post office inspectors. The report of pro
ceedings is then as follows:
Chairman Keating: I want to know to what

stand on the paramount issues is unassail

extent an inspector has the right to examine the

Federation leaders concentrate their efforts

for its adoption by the Government? Mr.
Gompers has already urged a federal tax on

land values upon Congress.

able. What is required is insistent, deter
mined pressure, together with such a pub
licity campaign and such a vital spirit of
true leadership as will enlist the support of
every wage earner and every true democrat
in the country.

the mail of a citizen without the consent of that

citizen, and I thought as postmaster you might be
able to state it, in case it was a part of the daily
routine of your office.

Mr. Murray: May I say this: That the only
time the matter of opening anvbody's mail was
ever brought up in the Boston Post Office, that I
remember, was after the declaration of war, when

it was brought up that the mail of the interned
German sailors in Boston ought to be censored

NEWS OF THE WEEK

and it was put up to me to open that mail or to

Week Ending August 7.

give it to somebody who would open it, and I would
not do any such thing.

Congressional Doings
The Senate and House conferees on the Food Con
The Senate amendments were

Mr. Huddleston: Who put it up to you?
Mr. Murray: And I made it the subject of cor
respondence with the Department, and the Post
Office Department took the same attitude that I

also eliminated which declared that the bill should

took about the matter, that even the mail of in

not be construed as repealing the labor clauses of
the Clayton anti-trust law. In this shape the House
adopted the conference report on August 3. No action
has yet been taken in the Senate. [See current

terned German sailors and alien enemies of this

trol bill eliminated therefrom the provision for a
war advisory board.

volume, page 746.]
*

*

Government ought not to be opened.
Mr. Huddleston: Who put it up to you?
Mr. Murray: Now, if you insist on an answer
to that question I will answer it.
Mr. Huddleston: I think it ought to be an
Swered.

By a vote of 65 to 20 the Senate adopted Senator

Sheppard's resolution on August 1 for a prohibi
tion constitutional amendment.

A clause was in

serted before passage requiring the States to ap

Mr. Murray: A Secret Service man.
Mr. Heintz: Of the Treasury Department?
Mr. Murray: Yes.
Mr. Huddleston:

prove within six years.
*

Did he hold himself out as

being instructed to take such action or was he do
ing it—

*

Two resolutions for peace were introduced in the

House on August 4. One by Congressman Stephens
of Mississippi requires the President to call a Con
gress of Nations in some neutral capitol to consider

peace terms. The other by London of New York is
for a conference of all nations at war with Germany

Mr. Murray (Interposing):
as far as that.

He did not get

He asked for certain letters; I

Said, no; he said “Turn your back.”

I said “I

will not.” He said “Why not?” I said “Because,
if I turn my back, you will take those letters and
open them, and you will not take any letters going

through the Boston Post Office and open them while
to meet in Washington and consider ways and means

of ending the war.
*

*

The Senate Finance Committee reported the war
revenue bill on August 6.

In his report Senator

I am postmaster.” And that was said in the pres
ence of the assistant postmaster. And then to be
charged with opening anybody's mail when I
would not even allow such action in that instance,
and do you wonder that I am feeling pretty hot
about this thing, to be charged with that when I

Simmons estimates that $777,000,000 will be raised
thereunder by the income tax, $562,000,000 by taxing
war profits, $207,000,000 by the tax on liquors, $56,
000,000 from tobacco, $86,000,000 from taxing coffee,

would not allow even the German sailors’ mail to be

tea, cocoa and sugar, $60,500,000 from mail matter,

Department here.
Mr. Huddleston: What was finally done?
Mr. Murray: I was instructed to make deliv
ery to the officer in charge of those men, I think
the Immigration Commissioner, and I was told in
a telegram from Judge Lamar that that would con

$146,750,000 from travelers and shippers on rail
roads, $40,000,000 from automobiles, and the rest

from taxes on sporting goods, theatre tickets, pleas
ure boats, perfumes and cosmetics, proprietary medi
cines, cameras, stamp taxes, telegraph and telephone
messages and other excise duties.

opened. That mail was in the post office for two or
three weeks while I wrote to the Department here
about it, and a copy of the correspondence is in the

stitute delivery.

The total amount

In view of these disclosures the American Union

is estimated at 2,006,970,000. The increase in second

against Militarism suggests that all who have evi

class mail rates has been reduced to one-fourth of a

cent a pound. The tax on publishers is five per cent
on profits in excess of $4,000.

dence of tampering with private mail communicate
at once with Chairman Keating of the House Com
mittee on Post Office Expenditures,
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national difficulties in the right way, the way that
makes for the establishment of democracy, and

The Free Speech Fight

The injunction secured by The Masses against
Postmaster Patten of New York was stayed on order
of Judge Hough of the United States Circuit Court.
According to this the August issue of The Masses
will be kept from the mails until the Circuit Court

liberty at home as well as abroad.

Germany holds conquered territory in France,
Belgium and the Balkans equal in area to her own

European territory prior to the war.

Germany

cannot be allowed to hold these people in subjec

of Appeals orders otherwise, and it is not probable

tion.

that this court will convene until October.

profit as a result of the murderous assault upon
the peace of the world by the imperialists of the
European nations.
England holds conquered German territory in
German East and West Africa, Togoland, the
Kamerun and Pacific Island colonies, five times
the area of the German empire in Europe. To
allow either of these nations to profit from the
war, either in the imperialistic acquisition of this
territory or by means of punitive indemnities, will
but incite to future wars. Imperialism, whether
made in Berlin or made in London, is the same—

In his

decision Judge Hough said:
In respect of the mails the United States is cer
tainly not a common carrier. It is pursuing a high
governmental duty and it is at least arguable
whether any constitutional Government can be ju
dicially compelled to assist in the dissemination

and distribution of something which proclaims it
self “revolutionary,” which exists not to reform,
but to destroy the rule of any party, clique or fac

tion that could give even lip service to the Consti
tution of the United States. So far as the parties
are concerned, the present and actual situation is

such that any wrong suffered by plaintiff can be
wholly redressed by damages.

Germany cannot be allowed to make this

the curse of the world.

In the United States we have imperialists, fat
tening upon the world's misery. The food gam

blers and speculators are raising the price of food
so that millions go hungry, even though we have

Conscientious Objectors and the Draft

ample store of foods that cannot be exported.

In a letter to President Wilson on July 6, Reverend
Robert Whitaker of Los Gatos, California, pro

Credit is being extended to our allies by the billion,

tested against discrimination under the conscrip
tion act saying in part as follows:
Several young men of my own church, which
is an entirely independent body with no powerful
ecclesiastical machine behind it, are conscientious
objectors of the most pronounced type. Will you
kindly inform me why these should face the

prospect of being forced to violate their con
sciences, while ministers and theological students
here who are advocates of war are allowed to go
scot free at the request of their ecclesiastical
superiors?
Speaking as a plain man my own heartfelt
conviction, and that of many whom I have con
sulted on this matter, it seems to us that this
discrimination is entirely out of harmony with
the Declaration of Independence, with the Con
stitution of the United States and with all those

and that credit is charged to the people of the

United States by way of bonds, while speculators
charge extortionate prices for the supplies in which
the loan is paid to our allies.
Billions of war profits are made by these dyed
in-the-wool traitors to America and democracy.
These same American imperialists are bending
every energy to destroy free speech and a free
press, to be able under that cloak, to cover their
crimes against patriotism. Rights are being un

dermined, under the excuse of war—rights that if
lost may never be regained. Secret diplomacy
which keeps the peoples in ignorance of the agree
ments of their governments, is a continual menace
to peaceful relations and should be at once abol
ished.

President Wilson says the German people are a
peace loving people. We, also, love peace; we are
in this war for peace, and not for war.

The Ger

to the trenches.

man people are crying aloud for peace without in
demnities and without annexation of territory.
There is a persistent cry for peace by a large sec
tion of the English people. France is bleeding to
death. The new Russian democracy has already

Mr. Whittaker received a reply from the Provost

declared for peace on those terms.

considerations

to

which

you

have

yourself

appealed on behalf of justice and impartiality in
making the selection of the men who are to go

Marshal General Crowder under date of July 14, say
ing that the terms of the law in regard to exemption
of those entertaining religious connections against
war must necessarily be general and adding:
It is thought that the provisions are broad
enough to care for the conscientious convictions

of all persons who may be affected by the pro
visions of the law.

Congressman Baer's Position

In a statement published in the Nonpartisan
Leader, John M. Baer, elected to Congress, states his
position on war issues. He said in part as follows:
The vote by which I was elected was greater
than the total vote cast for my six opponents. I
consider this an emphatic indorsement of the Na

tional Nonpartison League platform on which I
made my campaign, rather than a personal in
dorsement. The reason for that indorsement lies
in the fact that it proposes the solution of our

There is no

denial of these facts. True patriotism compels
recognition of them. Let us, then, who hold coun
try above profits, compel the vultures who profit
out of war to loosen their strangle hold upon the
rights of the people. Let us declare at once the
terms upon which we will make peace, thus en
couraging the German people to throw off the
Prussian imperialism that holds them in thrall.
Let us demand of our allies that they declare their
terms of peace with us, and if they refuse, we

know that it is not peace but gain for which they
fight; and let us then refuse to sacrifice the young,
the strong, the capable men of this nation for gain
of the imperialists of Europe.
Our government should at once take over, oper
ate and control during the war, all the great term

inal elevators and mills, steel mills, packing houses,
refrigerator car lines, arms and munition factories,
shipyards and railways. This will be the most
efficient manner of stopping the wanton, wilful

robbery under the excuse of war by the imperial
ists of our own country—the only real enemies of
freedom.
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No people on earth are more loyal to their coun
try or flag than the people of North Dakota. We
are determined that the loyal patriots who go to

lay down their lives in the trenches will not be
robbed of freedom and democracy at home, while
they are gone, and that the survivors will not
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be the rallying cry of democracy in the New
World.

-

-

Louis F. Post addressed the Conference saying in
part:

Let me illustrate with coal deposits.

Coal is

come home with maimed and broken bodies to carry

a good subject for such an illustration in these
war days. The labor cost of mining coal has in

the money cost of this war. Wealth must, and will,
pay the money cost of this war, or we will know
the reason why. Our flag stands for equality, for
liberty, for justice, and none but a coward or

creased enormously. Now if only some coal de
posits were monopolized and the rest were avail

traitor to our flag and our country will hesitate to

enter into this fight for the fundamental prin
ciples for which our flag and country stand, and
for the establishment of which our forefathers

fought and died.

creased but little; but the price of coal has in
able and free, open without let or hindrance to

anybody, coal monopolists could not increase the
price of coal. If they tried to do so, the unused
deposits would be resorted to, and that would keep
coal prices down to the actual cost of production.
This is what is meant when it is said that in

creased land values do not make higher prices for
commodities.

Conference On Cost Of Living

At the Conference on the High Cost of Living at
Washington, on July 31, Frederic C. Howe spoke in
part as follows:

All over the world peoples and rulers are talking
of liberty. Emperors, kings, tories and aristo
crats are justifying war in new terms, terms of
liberty. Never before in the history of the world
was this true. Liberty has forced itself into the
mouths of men who heretofore used it only for
their own aggrandizement.

Now they are com

We can hardly avoid a recognition, however,
of the fact that all our coal land is monopolized.
It follows that users of coal are practically at the
mercy of the monopolizers of that land for coal
prices. And are we not in pretty much the same
situation with regard to the prices of all the other
necessities of life? They all come from land just
as truly as coal does. Well, if all the necessaries
of life come from land, and all land is monopolized,

what is the use of looking any further for an
explanation of the high cost of living until we

pelled to widen its meaning to include all people,

have rid ourselves of land monopoly?

workers, peasants, serfs.

every other cause and if you will allow monopoly
of land to continue, the people as a whole will get

But there can be no liberty under economic
feudalism, whether it be the feudalism of the
eighteenth century or the feudalism of the twen

Remove

no benefit.

Is there a shortage of land?

Not at all.

We

Feudalism has changed its form, it has not

have an abundance of land of all kinds, but it is

changed its essence. And the tenant in the coun
try and the worker in the city pay feudal tribute
today, just as they did three hundred years ago.
Then they gave personal labor, now they give

held out of use.
How shall we rid ourselves of this abuse of the

cash.

by direct taxation as heavily as you are taxing the
necessaries of life by indirect taxation. Put as
heavy a burden upon the monopolizers of natural
resources by direct taxation, and our lands would
be either abandoned by their monopolists or put

tieth.

The earth and all its fullness is owned.

And the laws of God are set at defiance when
millions are born into the world under economic

subjection to those who own the resources of the
earth.

Economic freedom must accompany political
freedom.
Otherwise there is no freedom.
And
freedom of access to God's earth is the first claim

of democracy. Mexico discovered it. The peas
ants of Russia found it. And the peoples are

privilege of land ownership?
Taxation will do it.

Think a moment.

Tax the values of those lands

to immediate use.

The Conference adopted resolutions declaring that
one per cent. of the people draw nearly $2,000,000,000
net ground rent annually, that land speculators pay
but a trifle of the costs of the war, while with the ex

giving the earth to those who use it under titles

ception of the taxes on incomes and excess profits

similar to those of the Jews 3,000 years ago. For
the laws of Moses were the laws of equal oppor

most of the war taxes are levied on workers.
resolutions then state:

The

tunity to the earth, just as were the laws of all
early peoples.
And taxation is the agency through which per
manent liberty can come. For through taxation,
those who hold the earth but refuse to use it must

pay for their privileges or give them up to others.
Taxation of land values will release land and

mines. It will enlarge production. It will destroy
monopoly. It will free the tenement worker and
the miner, and permit them to labor for them
selves. Taxation has been used for privilege, for
protective tariffs and in many other ways. The
new democracy which is coming has in its hands
a liberty tax. the taxation of land values. It will

open a new life to even the poorest and will, when
applied, insure equal opportunity for all. And
democracy the world over has been inspired for

RESOLVED: That the Conference on the High
Cost of Living favors a Federal tax of one per
cent. on the assessed value of all land and a tax

of two per cent. on the assessed value of land that
is not improved, the proceeds to be used for the
war, in place of further taxes upon industry and
workers, and as a means of liberating the land for

the people, and increasing the food supply, and also
RESOLVED:

That as all the natural resources

of the country, coal, oil, ores, timber land and
water power, have been monopolized in a very
limited ownership, and the owners are reaping
huge profits from gifts of nature for the use of
all, while governmental regulation of prices alone,
has proven and must prove ineffective, we favor

generations by that phrase of Jefferson’s “Equal

immediate legislation empowering the Federal
Government to take over and to operate any or

opportunity for all, and special privilege for none,”

all of these natural resources—the owners of title

just as it has by the French Revolution with its

to be paid only for their actual prudent invest
ment but nothing for good will—and that the
thereof be sold at cost, at least during

“Liberty, equality, fraternity.” Taxation of land
values was the rallying cry of the philosophers
who preceded the French Revolution. It should

£
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Copies were ordered sent to all Congressmen, Sen

ators and Governors of the States. [See current vol
ume, page 746.]
Farmers Endorse Singletax

The growth of Singletax sentiment among the

in places, but are showing a marked tendency to
rally. Berlin reports resistance and preparation for
battle at several points. General Korniloff, who has
been placed in supreme command of the Russian
forces, appears to be restoring order in the ranks.
[See current volume, page 749.]
*

farmers is shown in letters and telegrams received

by George P. Hampton of the Farmers Open Forum,
Washington, D.C., indorsing the plea of C. B. Keg
ley, Master of the Washington State Grange, for a
federal tax on land values as a means of financing

the war. Mr. Kegley's address at the recent annual
meeting of the Grange was emphaticallly indorsed
by John Morris, Master of the Colorado State
Grange; J. D. Ream, Master of the Nebraska State
Grange; Ray McKaig, Master of the North Dakota
State Grange; H. L. Loucks, former President of the

sk

Aside from the great battle in Flanders interest
has centered in the political affairs of Petrograd and
Berlin. The spirited discussions in the German
press, the visit of Chancellor Michaelis to the Aus
trian Emperor at Vienna, and the state councils
called by the German Kaiser all indicate an acute
state of conditions.

Announcement was made on the

6th that four Imperial Secretaries of State, includ
ing Foreign Secretary Zimmermann, and five mem

National Farmers’ Alliance; Eugene Frey, lecturer
for the Illinois State Grange; Frank G. Odell, secre

bers of the Prussian Cabinet had resigned. The
most conspicuous appointment among the new mem
bers of the Cabinet is Dr. Richard von Kuehlmann,

tary of the Federal Land Bank of Omaha; F. F. In
gram, Detroit manufacturer and member of the
Michigan Grange; E. T. Meredith, publisher of Suc
cessful Farming, Des Moines; and John W. Canada,

formerly Ambassador to Turkey, as Secretary of
Foreign Affairs to succeed Dr. Zimmermann. The
tone of the Liberal press is that of disappointment.

editor of The Southland Farmer. Mr. Ream says:
“Aside from a rapidly-increasing tax on inheritances
and incomes, I think all taxes should be derived from
land values,—and this tax principle should include
the increasing or graduated principle.” Mr. Frey
writes: “The use of land must be encouraged if we
are to feed not only the nations of the world, but if
we are to keep hunger and starvation from our very
doors. The taxation of land values is the remedy.

parliamentarism or approach toward a responsible
government. The whole Cabinet is recognized as
entirely subservient to the Kaiser, and not to the peo
ple's representatives of the Reichstag. The Kaiser

It sees in the new men no sign of recognition of true

and his ministers continue to defend their course, and
to insist upon a victor's peace.
*

*k

It strikes at the root of the evil.”

Interest is revived in the question of responsibility
for the war by the publication of a letter from the

W. W. Kile

in which, after reciting his version of the mobiliza

Kaiser to President Wilson, written August 10, 1914,
tion of the various nations and his offer not to attack

W. W. Kile of Dayton, Ohio, died in that city on
July 18, aged 78. He was one of the first residents
of Ohio to accept the doctrines advanced in “Progress
and Poverty.” He organized in Dayton the “Free
Land Club,” the first Singletax organization in the
State. For many years he was regarded as the lead

ing exponent of Singletax in Ohio, and his book
store in Dayton was the headquarters for literature
of the movement, and other means of propaganda.
At the first national Singletax conference in New
York in 1890 he was selected as State Committeeman

by the Ohio delegates. When the Ohio State Single
tax League was formed in 1897 he became its first
secretary. His interest in the Fairhope, Alabama,
Singletax colony led him to cast his lot with that
venture for a few years. He finally returned to

Dayton to resume local propaganda work, which he
kept up until his death.

France if England would guarantee that country's
neutrality, he declares that

Sir E. Grey never took my offer into serious con
sideration. He never answered it. Instead, he
declared England had to defend Belgian neutrality,
which had to be violated by Germany on strategic
grounds, news having been received that France
was already preparing to enter Belgium, and the

King of the Belgians having refused my petition
for a free passage under guarantee of his coun
try's freedom.
*k

*k

British merchant vessels to the number of 18 over

1,600 tons and 3 of less than that tonnage are re

ported by the Admiralty as sunk by mines or tor
pedoes during the week. One fishing vessel is report
ed lost. American vessels destroyed since the begin
ning of the war number 37, with a loss of 121 lives.

Thirteen of the ships were destroyed before our en
European War

trance into the war, April 6, 1917, and twenty-four

The long canonading on the Franco-Belgian front,
which is said to have surpassed in magnitude and

since that date. The loss of life on American ships

severity all previous battles, led on the 31st to an

assault by the British and French on a twenty-mile
front, extending from Dixmude to Warneton. The
German works were penetrated from two to two and
a half miles, and over five thousand prisoners were
taken. The battle was interrupted by heavy rains
that lasted for several days. Advances have been
made also by the Canadian forces at Lens. In

Galicia the Russian forces are still retreating slowly

since war was declared is 71.
*

*

By Presidential proclamation the National Guard
was drafted into the Federal service on the 5th.

The men now under arms number 809,743. This does

not include about 40,000 in officers’ training camps,
nor the 687,000 men to be sent into training camps
next month under the Draft act. When these have
completed their training the United States will have
1,500,000 men under arms. A second draft of 500,000

August 10, 1917
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The Government

on the 4th, through the Emergency Fleet Corpora
tion, took over all steel shipping above 2,500 tons

NOTES
—Dr. Hollis Burke Frissell, principal of Hampton

dead weight in course of construction at twenty-five

Institute since 1893, died on August 5, aged 66.

of the great shipyards. The work of construction
will be speeded up to clear the yards for the building

possession of all iron ore mines in the counties of

of the great fleet. As these vessels are completed the

—The British Minister of Munitions has taken
Cumberland and Lancaster.

yards will be devoted exclusively to Government
—Frank Little, member of the Executive Board

work.

of the I. W. W. was hanged at Butte, Montana on
August 1 by a masked mob.
—The Nebraska law conferring limited suffrage

Russia

The conflict of authority and working at cross
purposes in Petrograd have led to a complete re
organization of the Government. Premier Kerensky
appears to be gaining daily in strength. The new
Cabinet formed by the Premier consists of sixteen
members, and for the first time represents the Con
stitutional Democrats who hitherto have refused to

on women is to be submitted to a referendum.

A

petition calling for this was filed on July 22.
—A Japanese corps numbering 170, organized in
Canada, has been fighting on the Western front since
April 8. Already twenty-two have been killed, sixty
wounded, and five are missing.

Firm assurances of co-operation with the Allies to

—Impeachment charges against Governor Fer
guson of Texas were filed on August 1 in the State
House of Representatives. They charge misappro
priation of funds for which he has been indicted by

the end of the war are given.

the Grand Jury.

act with the Socialists.

Among the members are

some of the strongest men of the several groups.
The extraordinary

National Council first called to meet in Moscow in

July, and then in August, is to assemble on October
13. Its purpose is to draft an emergency program to

last until there shall be a Constituent Assembly to
draft a constitution and establish a permanent gov
ernment. The American commission to Russia landed

at a Pacific port of the United States on the 3d. Elihu
Root, head of the Commission, in a public address,
expressed the utmost faith in the Revolution and the
ability of the Russian people to set up a free govern
ment. Other members of the Commission expressed
similar confidence. [See current volume, page 750.]
*

*

—Railroad earnings of 68 roads for June, accord
ing to the Interstate Commerce Commission, show an
increase of ten per cent in net earnings over June of
1916. Net revenue was $46,491,000, as compared
with $42,378,183 a year ago.
—The net imports of gold for the fiscal year end
ing June 30, 1917, according to the Statistical State
ment of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Com
merce, were $685,254,801, which is an increase over

the net imports of $403,759,733 in 1916.
–An apology to the Associated Press was tend

ered on July 21 by the officers of the Phelps-Dodge
Copper mining corporation.
at Bisbee Arizona had

The Finnish Government at Helsingfors has re
considered its action in declaring its independence of
Russia. The Landtag was dissolved by the Governor
General, to meet at the time of the meeting of the
Russian Constituent Assembly. At a joint meeting
of the Senate and Landtag in the presence of the
Governor General the following resolution was
passed:

First—All Russian citizens must obey the orders
of the Provisional Government, which is the legiti
mate organ of Russian social democracy.

Its subordinate officials

interfered with

its news

service during the labor trouble at that point.
—An investigation into the cost of milling will be
made at once by the Federal Trade Commission
under the supervision of Commissioner Colver.

It is

considered probable that an investigation will also
be made into the baking industry in cooperation
with the food administration.

—A Mexican Presidential decree modifying the
tax on railway receipts provides a tax of 2 per cent
on freight bills of lading, 6 per cent on gross pas
senger receipts, and 5 per cent on the gross earnings

Second—The Finnish democracy made a mistake

of tramways, stage coaches, or other vehicles used

in proclaiming autonomy without a preliminary
agreement with the Russian democracy.
The only solution of the situation is a mixed
commission, consisting of an equal number of rep

for passenger transportation.
—The United States Steel Corporation in its
statement of earnings for the quarter, ending July

resentatives of the democracies of Russia and Fin
land for a settlement of the conflict.
China

30, showed there to be $144,498,076, from which it

deducted $53,918,972 as the probable excess profits
tax it may be called upon to pay, and $16,154,151
for depreciation and sinking fund, and $5,551,517
for

interest

on

bonds,

leaving

$68,873,536

for

dividends.

The Cabinet unanimously agreed upon a declara
tion of war against Germany on the 2d. The decree
has been approved by Acting President Feng Kwo
Chang and will be issued next week. President Li

—The People's Council of America's sixth confer
ence for democracy and terms of peace has been
called for San Francisco, August 8 and 9. The con

Yuan Hung, who has been in the French hospital,

ference will be held in Golden Gate Commandery

has returned to his home, but refuses to resume the

Hall, 2135 Sutter street, with a mass meeting on
the second day in Dreamland Rink, Sutter and

Presidency, though urged to do so by Vice-president,
who is now acting as President. Preparations are
being made to elect a President and form a military
government. [See current volume, page 702.]

Steiner streets.

The northern California branch has

headquarters at 68 Post street, San Francisco.
—The United States Agricultural Department has
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the suppression of several radical papers, among
them that brilliant publication known as The Masses,

published five pamphlets dealing with food thrift
and giving latest information for the use of various
foods and the making of desirable left-overs. These
circulars contain many practical recipes which

There is a growing tendency among the smug trust

should be of direct interest to the housewife who

editors to label all strikes and all signs of discontent

wishes to help, through her household, in the national
efforts to insure an adequate food supply. Ask for

objects to the establishment of autocracy in our

are but straws which indicate the drift of the tide.

as “pro-German manifestations.”

Everybody who

country is doing so solely “to cripple the Allies,” and

Food Thrift Series Nos. 1 to 5.

so on and so forth.

-The Japanese Home Office published on May 7
the results of the latest census just completed, fixing
the population of the Empire proper at 57,442,177
people. Of the forty-seven prefectures, 27, or more

America is in this war

to establish world democracy. Surely this does not
mean that we must give the pinhead autocrats of our
own country full sway!

than half, each contain over one million inhabitants.

A few of the largest prefectures are: Tokio, 3,361,
484; Hokkaida, 2,256,633; Osaka, 2,578,576; Hyogo,
2,214,932, and Aichi, 2,178,345. This brings Tokio
to the position of fourth largest city in the world.

—Although acquitted by a jury of complicity in
the San Francisco bomb throwing at the prepared
ness parade, Mrs. Rena Mooney is still kept in jail
on order of Prosecutor Fickert. There were eight

One Sane Voice in Wall St.

Weekly Letter of Goodbody & Co., (New York)
July 20.—We wonder if this Government will need
$17,000,000,000 for war purposes this year, and
if it is not a mistake to frighten our industries
by calling for so much at once. If, as is the case,
four fifths of this inconceivably great amount is
to be raised by a loan, who is going to purchase

indictments found against her, each charging the

the bonds?

death of a different person as a result of the bomb

savings institutions of still further depressing the
prices of high grade bonds, already at the lowest
prices in twenty years? Also, will not the ex
penditure of so much borrowed money tend to
inflate prices, and to increase the cost of the war?
As great as are the evils of high taxes, we think
that the bulk of our war bills should be paid as
we go. When public debts are incurred, they are
paid by future generations—by the poor as well

explosion.

Because she was tried on but one of these

indictments, the seven remaining charges are urged
as the legal excuse for her continued detention.

The

same witnesses and evidence which one jury has

found insufficient to convict is all that can be pre
sented should she be tried again.
-Dante Barton, vice chairman of the Committee

on Industrial Relations, died at his home in New
York on Saturday, Aug. 4, after a brief illness.
For the past eight months Mr. Barton had been in

sole charge of the investigating and publicity work
carried on by the Committee, of which

as the rich.

What will be the effect upon our

We think that dollars, as well as

men should be conscripted. Sacrifices should be
as nearly equal as is possible. In saying this,

Frank

we realize that the spending of borrowed money

P. Walsh is chairman, and an attack of typhoid

will tend to inflate prices of commodities and

came at a time when he was run down by over-work.
Bofore coming East as vice chairman of the Com

through taxation will tend to depress prices and

mittee two years ago, Mr. Barton was for fourteen

stocks.

stocks, while the spending of money obtained

years an editorial writer on the Kansas City Star.
He had been a life-long champion of democratic
Congress Must Back Up

Causes.

-Secretary Lansing refused on July 31 to allow
sending of a message by the Organizing Committee

of the People's Council to the Reichstag majority
which voted for the recent peace resolutions.

The

message was one of encouragement to the demo
cratic forces of Germany, and declared that it inter

preted the Reichstag resolutions as meaning that:
“The great masses of the German people have re
sponded to the appeal of the Russian democracy
for a peace without forcible annexations, no
punitive indemnities and free development of all
nationalities.” It expressed regret that the peace
forces are not strong enough to compel the new
German Chancellor to accept unequivocally the
terms laid down by the Reichstag resolution.

PRESS OPINIONS
Strengthening Autocracy
Coast Seamen's Journal (San Francisco), July 25.
—Some of the usual, and it seems inevitable, by
products of war are beginning to make their appear
ance in our country. The deportation of workers
who exercised their constitutional rights to strike;

Mobile News-Item, July 25.—An interesting state
ment of the earnings of the International Mercantile
Marine Company, made public Tuesday, shows that
England has raised the excess profits tax from 60 to
80 per cent. The Senate has trimmed this same tax

in the bill just set aside to less than 40 per cent. It
will have to raise it to the level fixed by England.
This is not all that it will have to do. The great
fortunes of this country, many of them made from

the war profits, many made from the unearned in
crement of land values, and many made from private
exploitation of what God intended to belong to all
mankind, will have to pay for this war. The incomes
from these great fortunes should be conscripted, and
there should be no hesitation in doing it. Will not
the young men of America go to the trenches in
Europe and give up their life blood for the nation

ungrudgingly when they know that the men of great
wealth are giving up their money for the same
cause?

These great fortunes represent in this coun

try to the toiling masses the idea of autocracy which
the Czar represented in Russia, and they will have
to do their bit for the country just as the boys who
have been conscripted will do their part. We must
fight for democracy no less at home than abroad.

August 10, 1917
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a down-and-out friend, not because charity is a goal
or a fetish, but because, till we win, it's painfully

CORRESPONDENCE

necessasry.

A REVOLUTION IN CHARITY

Take him in; he's yours.

You have so often shown a disrespectful interest in
folks engaged in “charity work” that I want to call
the attention of all you prophets of the abolition of

New York.

ROGER N. BALDWIN.

POWERTY AND PATRIOTISM

poverty to their new conversion.

Their great forum is the National Conference of
Charities and Correction, to whose annual confer

Strong is the nation wherein patriotism is a uni
versal attribute—patriotism, the love of locality,

ence thousands come from all over the United States

form, public ownership,-even social insurance.
But the past five years have seen a revolution, cul

of country, and that larger patriotism, the love of
mankind. In a national crisis such as the present,
there should be no discordant note, and a sad fea
ture of the situation is the fact that the patriotic
fervor, so far as evinced by display of flags, varies
directly as material well-being: in prosperous
neighborhoods every home has its flag, waving
proudly in the breeze, while in many of the poorer

minating at the recent Pittsburg conference.

Little

neighborhoods a flag is an exception rather than

by little the disaffection grew,-the feeling of impo
tence before the great problem of poverty, the in
adequacy of any system of relief, pensions or social

the rule. I speak from the observation of only
a few localities, but the reason is so universal in
its application that the fact itself must apply to
the Nation as a whole. Normally he who gives
most receives most, and the nation which receives

to discuss the problems of poverty, crime and disease,
and the social remedies to meet them.

For years

they have shied off discussing any but the “practical
aspects” of the daily battle with social evils. Too
remote and unrelated were Singletax, political re

legislation, and the need of tying up with funda
mental economic reform. Rump meetings were or
ganized—frowned upon by the orthodox. Ben Marsh
stirred up the hosts with Singletax meetings; Mrs.
Florence Kelley with Socialism; a group of radicals
organized a committee of their own to stage rebel

programs on “Social Work and Radical Economic
Movements.”

The leaven worked.

Into the regular program

most of loyalty from its citizens, is that nation
which is most loyal to its citizens. Where spe
cial privilege is fostered, there is bred the germ
of indifference, of disloyalty to country. Some day
America will be a land of universal prosperity,
with special privilege only an ugly memory, and
in that day the heart of every citizen will swell
with pride while the Stars and Stripes wave tri

crept a topic and a speaker here and there to pro
claim the futility either of patching-up or of so
called “prevention,” and to espouse a new order of

of the brave.

the ownership and distribution of wealth. Gradually
the demand from the younger social workers for a
more militant attack on the whole range of social
problems grew; the extension of public agencies tied

life, handicapped by disabled credit, by depleted
world-capital and a huge burden of taxation; when

umphant o'er the land of the free and the home
At the close of the world-war, when all the
industries of peace will be struggling back into

The Progressive Party

millions of men, thrown back into industrial life,
will find their places filled, and must face a long

movement and the growth of Socialism among social

period of readjustment; with the memory of Henry

workers all focussed to the same end.

George still green in every part of the world, and
his teachings tried and understood as never before;
then will the times be ripe for radical social reform,
lending new hope that the black cloud of war is but

it up with Government.

So at Pittsburg we had a little friendly Revolu
tion. We changed our name from the National Con
ference of Charities and Correction to the National

Conference of Social Work (which means anything
you want it to mean) and we opened up our program
so that any group of 25 or more members can get
discussed anything on earth they ask for.
No more rump meetings. No more protests. The
radicals are in camp. New ideas have an equal
chance to compete with old. The “charity worker” as
such alone is rapidly going. In his place is the mod
ern professional “social engineer,” a worker with
people and conditions in poverty, crime and disease,
—but with the steady vision of a free new order of
human life before him, in which this trilogy of evils
will be but a memory.
We need yet his daily battle with the slum and the
politician. We need his ministrations to the poor;
we need the nurses, the policewomen, the investiga
tors, the probation officers and all the rest.

But let's

the darkness that precedes the golden day for
which he lived and died.

Acute necessity will de

mand prompt and effective action. “Back to the
land” will be the cry of millions of discharged
soldiers; shall their cry be drowned by the pleas
of a privileged landlordism? Can civilization fail
to heed those whose lives have been offered at her

shrine? “Spare us the burden of taxation” will be
the cry of industries already overburdened; shall
they be sacrificed for the benefit of real estate
speculators? Will not poverty and patriotism
make common cause against their common enemy?
Those who understand, and care, can only do

their utmost to hasten the coming of “the day.”
Springfield, Mass.

HARRY W. OLNEY.
*

*

*

welcome him in his work of today, into the company

The true patriots are those who blush at the
things which fill others with vanity; who mourn

of men working for tomorrow.
Be understanding of him, Mr. Editor.

with ill-gotten gains.

over the mother-country when she enriches herself
He has

come around. He is getting together with you for
the sweeping social changes just ahead. If he's still
doling out alms, he's doing it only as do you or I for

For to them she appears, not

greater, but poorer, stripped of her true riches and

beauty, and only clad with the rags of her moral
destitution.—Paul Richard in “To the Nations.”
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the spiritual life of today? “They that are untrue
can only take the truth in through a lie,” wrote
Browning, and it may be that while the human mind
THEOLOGICAL SPECULATION
was as yet unemancipated from sense, a spiritual
God the Invisible King. By H. G. Wells. Published by
truth could only bring itself level with human intelli
The Macmillan Co., New York. Price $1.25.
gence by clothing itself in a husk of untruth or ma
With all respect for the author's marvellous ca terial imagery. To jettison so ruthlessly the form
pacity for large and comprehensive views of mun ulas which, in spite of their grotesque setting, have
dane affairs, his sense for the relation between
covered spiritual experiences of inexpressible value
causes and effects, and his faculty for projecting his to the life of past generations, is somewhat like the
imagination into the life of the day after tomorrow,
proceeding described by William James as “throw
it may be doubted whether Mr. Wells is quite com ing out the baby along with the dirty water.” The
petent to the task he has set himself. “God is in iconoclast serves an undoubtedly useful purpose in
Heaven and I upon earth, therefore let my words be the evolution of the spiritual life, but we could wish
few” is the only attitude towards the mystery of his work were always done in the spirit ascribed to
existence that is quite appropriate to even the most Emerson by Dr. Holmes, “He lifted the ancient idols
gifted among men. But though this book brings
from their pedestals with an affectionate tenderness
with it no very satisfactory solution to the ontologi that made it look like an act of devotion.”
cal or speculative problems that have vexed the soul
Such criticism apart, however, the leading thought
of man since he ate of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, it at least reflects like a mirror the of the book will meet with a ready response in the
mind of the age and the unuttered or unexpressed mind of every reader whose interests transcends the
safty of his own soul and the condition of his bank
thought of the average man.
One thought will probably perplex most readers, account. That a man is lost while still living the

BOOKS

and that is as to why Mr. Wells should so strenuous
ly insist on the creedless religion of the future center

ing around a Finite God. Indeed, while demolishing
without mercy the cherished dogmas of the churches,
he comes perilously near setting up a new dogma of
his own which might conceivably chafe and wound

detached and individualized life, and is saved only

in proportion as he finds his real or true self in the
great brotherhood or community of mankind, is an
actual truth of experience, the growing perception of
which distinctively marks this age and illumines it
with hope for the future. It is the thread which

some tender souls as acutely as the cast-iron creeds
of the past have done. Mr. Wells “friend and mas
ter,” William James, held the concept of a finite God

holds together the mystic teachings of Swedenborg;

pragmatically but not dogmatically, and fully recog

alty” and “The Hope of the Great Community”; it

nized the necessisty for an occasional “moral holi
day” in falling back upon the Absolute and Infinite.

constituted Tolstoy's message to the world; it is the
essence of Christianity when interpreted as a life

But do we not indeed confuse our thinking by using
words into which by no amount of ingenuity can
ordinary minds import any definite content? For

principle and not as a ritual. Forty years ago Mat
thew Arnold wrote, “Two things about the Christian
religion are now clear to any man with eyes in his

who can visualize or conceive of, either finiteness or
infiniteness, time or eternity, limited or unlimted

it is the governing thought which underlies the work
of the late Josiah Royce in his “Philosophy of Loy

head.

One is that men cannot do without it; the

space? Judging, however, by the self-revelation
which the author affords us in this book, it is prob

other that they cannot do with it as it is.” These
prophetic words are being fulfilled today in the pop
ular attitude towards Christianity as it is faithfully

able that Mr. Wells will subscribe to the words of his

reflected in “God the invisible Kng.”
ALEX. MACKENDRICK.

American contemporary, David Grayson, “God is not
particular as to the name we know him by, so long
as we know him.”

BOOKS RECEIVED

Equally perplexing is the unphilosophic impati
ence which Mr. Wells exhibits with the doctrine of

the Trinity, among the other time-worn dogmas in
which the faiths and beliefs of our ancestors have

been enshrined. “Often,” says Tuefelsdrockh, “while
I sojourned in that monstrous tuberosity of civiliza
tion, the capital of England, have I turned into their
old-clothes market to worship. With awe-struck
heart I have walked through that street of empty
suits as through a Sanhedrim of stainless ghosts;
the past witnesses of woe and joy and all the fathom
less tumult of Good and Evil men call life.”

Would
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“What is the matter with it?” asked the lady.
“It bears the date of September 21,” was the stern
reply, “and your pension was due on September 15.”
“What kind of a certificate do you wish?” asked
the disappointed applicant.
“We must have a certificate stating that you were
alive on September 15,” said the official, with great
firmness.—Sacred Heart Review.
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FUR SCARFS STOLES and MUFFS
The widow of a German officer presented herself
at the office in Berlin for the purpose of drawing
the pension due to her. She handed in the necessary
certificate from the mayor of the village in which she
lived, to the effect that she was still alive.
“This certificate is not correct,” said the official in

charge.
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will be given over entirely to a consideration of

WHAT TO EAT AND WHAT TO SAVE IN WAR TIME
This number is to be issued as part of the NATIONAL AMERICAN WOMAN
SUFFRAGE ASSOCIATION'S endeavor to further among housewives the national
program of Food Conservation. Mr. Hoover's recommendations will be featured in

summary and every effort be made to render the number a valuable adjunct to the
Food Administration's work.

Canning, Dehydrating, Economical Dishes, Practical Recipes, Nutritive Values of
Foods; Free-for-all Discussions of the Much-mooted Topics of Corn Meal and the
Relative Values of northern and southern meal-milling processes are a few of the
features scheduled for the “FOOD NUMBER.”

There will also be some suffrage cans offered cheap and a few little helpful house
hold hints for the men—God bless 'em.
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A Jersey man of a benevolent turn of mind en
countered a small boy in his neighborhood, who gave
evidence of having emerged but lately from a severe
battle.

“I am sorry,” said the man, “to see that you have

Louis F. Post

a black eye, Sammy.”
Whereupon Sammy retorted:

“You go home and be sorry for your own little
boy—he's got two.”—Everybody's Magazine.

begins in this issue of The Public, a
new series of articles on the war.

In

Double the Circulation
Of the Public this Year

Part II of “Our Fighting Factors,”
which will appear in The Public of Au
gust 17, Mr. Post handles Conscription

The Social Background of War

from the democrat's point of view.

IS OF VITAL CONCERN TO YOU
You want to know about the efforts to preserve free
speech; about the effect of war-industries on workers;
about the results on child welfare; about wartime meas
ures for public health and recreation, both among our
soldiers and in the civilian population; about war in
fluences in our congested forei
neighborhoods; about
the provision of civilian relief
soldiers' dependents;
about the social results of food control.
Authentic news and authoritative opinion on all these

#.

subjects will be brought you weekly in The Survey.
Its cost is three dollars a year; four months for a dol
lar.

Conscription of wealth for war pur

poses is, he says in the third of the se
ries, as sound a policy as conscription of
men.

“Financing the War”

Send now to

WILL FOLLOW

THE SURVEY
JOURNAL OF SOCIAL WORK

112 East 19th St., Room 1201, New York City
PAUL U. KELLOGG, EDITOR.

Edward T.

Devine, Jane Addams, Graham Taylor,

New subscriptions can, for a few
weeks only, date back to the first of the

Associate Editors.

series.

MUNICIPAL OWNERSHIP
By Carl D. Thompson, M.A.
THIs book is the most recent, comprehensive and

up-to-date survey of the municipal ownership in

ADVERTISE IN THE PUBLIC

CEROTYPE

the United States with sufficient reference to

municipal ownership abroad to make the work

YOUR STATIONERY

effective.
An Arsenal of Facts

THE information is drawn from reliable sources,

What does that mean?

compiled with utmost care as to reliability and
presented in such a manner as to leave no room

Just this: Make your stationery

for doubt as to the conclusions. The following

attractive, distinctive and im

phases of the subject are covered:
The extent and rapid growth of municipal ownership;

pressive, without going to the

The case against private owners
The weakness and failure of regulation;

high cost of engraving.
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The success and advantages of municipal ownership,
What the Facts Will Prove

Cerotype printing is a method

MR. THoMPson contends that the facts in the case, when

of producing engraved stationery

taken as a whole, prove that municipal ownership turns
the vast profits that arise from the operation of public

utilities into the public funds instead of into private
pockets; it crowds the corrupt corporations out of poli
tics; intensifies and enlarges the civic spirit and tends
to develop a more normal, healthy and stable, just and
progressive social and industrial condition.
Can the Book Be Answered ?
WHETHER you are for or against municipal ownership
you must have this book.
he opponents will have to
answer the arguments and

dispose

of

the facts here

presented or lose their case.
he advocates must have
the book to reinforce their arguments and strengthen

at low cost, and for elegance

and dignity of appearance, this
method is unexcelled.
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WAR AND

TAXATION

AMERICAN PRIVATE SCHOOLS, 1917
3d Edition, revised and enlarged, new features.

The entrance of America into the war means

that we must carry great financial burdens.
A Guidebook for Parents.

A Compendium for Educators.

The finances required should be provided by
an adequate, efficient, and, most of all, a just

A critical and discriminating account of the
Private Schools as they are, written without fear

system of taxation.

This is a question which the people

of Amer

or favor.

ica should have an opportunity to discuss.
Indispensable for Parents, Educators, College
Officials interested in Secondary Education.
New Introductory Chapters: “Educational
Advance in 1916,” by Prof. R. M. Yerkes, of

The Lecture Bureau of the Joseph Fels Inter
national Commission is announcing lectures under
the following title:

Harvard University; “Choosing a Camp,” by
Morton Snyder, of Newark Acadamy; “Voca
tional Guidance,” by F. C. Woodman, of Mor
ristown School.

672 pages, round corners, crimson silk cloth,
gold stamped, $2.50.

THE PRESENT CRISIS
AND DEMOCRACY
Among the speakers listed by the Bureau are:

A HANDB00K OF NEW ENGLAND
Descriptive of Town and Country along the
Routes of Automobile Travel.

A Humanized

Baedeker, A Year Book, a Gazetteer, a Guide
Book. The only book that presents New Eng
land as a whole.

Introductory Chapters on Geology, Flora,
Architecture, etc. Directories and Appendices.
New 1917 Edition, enlarged and improved.
9oo pages, with Illustrations and Maps. Round
corners, crimson silk cloth, gold stamped, $2.50.
Limp crimson leather, $3.oo.
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Warren Worth Bailey

Frederic C. Howe

Earl Barnes

John J. Murphy

Herbert S. Bigelow
John Dewey

Scott Nearing

George L. Record
John Willis Slaughter
In addition to the above there are hundreds of
others throughout the United States and Canada,
and the Bureau is so well organized that lectures
on war and taxation, and other problems that
relate to the maintenance of democratic ideals,
are available to practically every community.
The services of the Bureau are at the dis
posal of :

PORTER E. SARGENT
Commercial Organizations.

Granges and other Farmers' Organizations.

50 Congress Street

Forums.

Boston, Mass.

-

Labor Organizations.
Universities and Colleges.
Women's Clubs.

To all Social and Economic Organizations.

FREED FROM DOGMA AND CANT
Does that seem to you the only religion worth having?
Then why not affiliate yourself with the

If this appeals to you why not bring it to the
attention of the organization of which you are
a member.

FREE RELIGIOUs AssociaTION OF AMERICA

(John Haynes Holmes, President)
now emphasizing Scientific Religion, Industrial Democracy

Engagements and further information can be
secured by addressing

and International Peace as the three supreme religious
issues of the time?

Annual

membership

fee,

$1,

includes

John

Holmes' great address, on. “The International

Ha
d”

and eight others to follow in monthly series.
Address: George Grover Mills, Secretary, F. R. A.,
120 Boylston St., BOSTON, MASS.

Lecture Bureau

Joseph Felsinternational Commission
122 East 37th Street
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SUGGESTIVE THERAPEU.
TICS. A course of essentials

New York

which may be completed at

home in 180 hours. Concise, definite and practical.
Well adapted for use by physicians.
For full particulars, address Dept. J. J., Weltmer
Institute, Nevada, Mo.
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