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By Avery Quercus

4&T F THE VERY queer cus who appears to have written

the advertisement on page 758 of The Public of August

10, 1917, had the remotest idea of co-operation and

equity, he would not be advocating investment in a

business that pays or has paid certain investors 14 percent. This

is not saying that he or others interested may not be as honest

as the day is long, but certainly their intelligence and knowl

edge is away below par. If they would make their enterprise

truly co-operative and equitable they might do a vast amount

of good, as they are engaged in producing the staff of life.”

E. A. M. C.

There are moralists who profess to believe that

there is a deadline somewhere between 2 and Io per

cent. which absolutely separates legitimate profit from

larceny. Qur present critic doesn't mention the exact

location of the deadline, but he is sure that we have

ambled away beyond it, and haven't the intelligence

to read the “Keep-off-the-grass” signs.

ISI:REE,

Without calling our critic names or impeaching his

intelligence or sense of equity, I want to tell you what

several hundred well-meaning folks have done and are

doing.

stre+ce,

HEY HAVE FORMED an association to pro

mote coöperative industry. They call it a “Set

tlement” because it aims to settle the terms

upon which producers, distributors and inventors can

work together understandingly and for mutual benefit.

ISIEERI:SE,

As a study in the practical application of general

principles, they are financing progressively a food in

dustry. A tentative schedule has been worked out

covering four items, namely: (1) cost of materials to

make a 10c loaf of bread; (2) margin for producers;

(3) margin for distributors; (4) margin for investors.

The investor's share is $.0053 per Ioc loaf. This is to

finance the industry. The investors furnish money

on participating loan certificates, and get their prin

cipal back in Io years, with yearly dividends based on

the efficiency of the selling organization.

The investors are part of the selling organization

boosters, in fact, and not mere profit takers. Their

dividends depend on the average sales of the dis

tributing depots. The average daily sales in 4 years

have climbed from 65c a day to $1.74 and as a result,

dividends have jumped from nothing to 17 per cent.

The investor's margin on each loaf remains the same.

Surf RI:E,

UR CRITIC, we presume, is one of the theorists

who maintain that all profits should be divided

back to the consumers. That school of theo

rists have even gone to the length of getting laws

passed denying any concern the privilege of using the

word “coöperative” in a corporate or company name

except in the narrow and illogical sense in which they

insist on using it. Fortunately the English language

has not yet been made the subject of legislation in

ordinary conversation and newspaper writing, so I am

still free to call the Straight Edge plan coöperative, in

a very good dictionary sense, if not in the restricted

sense in which the law-buttressed coöperationists in

sist upon using it.

ISrrë.

“Facts for Foodwise Folks” and “How the Straight Edge Is

Financed” are two booklets that you can get b *# Ine

o Chaa line at No. 100 Lawrence Street, New York. N rge

for them.
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The Public
An International Journal of Fundamental Democracy

Editorial

To read the dejected comment of our de

Spairing pacifist radicals on the things that

are going on to-day in New York, Bisbee and

other places too numerous to mention is to

wonder whether they ever had any very clear

diagnosis of what ails us. What was this

Wonderful peace to which war has given us

such a horrid alternative? Did our radicals

imagine that their editorials and their car

toons were working a revolution? Were the

victims of exploitation and industrial feu

dalism on the point of rising to cast off the

yoke? Where was the leadership, where the

ferment, where the movement of forces, that

made of peace a thing so pregnant with

change? The crass stupidity and venality of

officialdom and the courts, the tyranny of in

dustrial autocrats, the complacent subser

Viency of certain labor leaders, the indiffer

ence of the middle class,—did these things

only spring into existence with the declara

tion of war? Or were they there before,

quiescent only because those who suffer were

quiescent, hidden in the mist by a controlled

press, bulwarked in the inertia of a working

class resigned to the daily round? Cannot our

disaffected radicals see that the call to sacri

fice in a war for democracy has given the

expropriated masses their great opportun

ity to advertise the contrast between our pro

fessions and our performance, in this as in

every other country at war? That contrast,

glaring and terrible, is on the screen of the

world stage to remain until it has been wiped

Out.ut * * sk

Prussian militarism has been charac

terized by the ruling class of every allied

nation in terms that apply equally well to

the economic regime at home. The menace

of Germany has forced Allied rulers into a

position from which there is no retreat. To

day in every allied nation the profession of

democracy by the rulers has been eagerly

accepted by the people. Democracy has been

advertised as never before. It has been

thought about, talked about, written about,

understood and accepted in strange new

places, because Mr. Wilson made it the issue

in this greatest of wars. Here in America

the undemocratic forces are no longer in

hiding. Each day's news throws light on the

long road we must travel before we reach

our goal. Mr. John Reed tells us in The

Masses that this is the blackest month for

democracy in our generation. He simply

means that industrial autocracy, property

control, extortion,—the important facts of

our economic life for a half century past,—

are today out in the open, where every man

can see them. Every atrocity from Butte to

Bisbee and San Francisco to New York has

been one more eye-opening blow at the blind

ignorance and complacency that has been our

greatest obstacle. The cheap trickery prac

tised by the Postmaster General in suppress

ing individual issues of radical publications

and then taking away their mailing privi

leges because (due to his own act) they had

lost continuity of publication,—what is the

net result except to arouse us to the realiza

tion that we have, first, an irresponsible cab

inet, and, second, a government by parties

that represent nothing after we get below

the head of the ticket? The handling of the

I. W. W. situation,—what does it prove ex

cept that we have allowed ourselves to be

governed by men who are either consciously

subservient to property or too ignorant to

grasp the first elements of our industrial

problem?
*k * *

The man is blind indeed who does not see

that this war is worth half a century of agi

tation as a means of discrediting the estab

lished order, sharpening the issue, and

bringing such a realignment of forces as we

had well nigh despaired of seeing within our

time. We might have kept out of it; the

Prussian idea might have been allowed to

triumph in Europe and to confirm the dis

trust of democracy already frankly avowed
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by thousands of our “best people” at home.

We should have gone on then, unthinking,

undisturbed, our real democrats but voices

in the wilderness, until our ambitious finan

ciers and our tory diplomats had involved

us in the war with Japan that we may now

be able to avoid, thanks to the popular edu

cation in wars and diplomacy that we are

now getting and shall continue to get as a

result of our participation in this war. Just

such an earth-rocking catastrophe as this

great war has been before now the means

chosen by nature to work her changes. How

ever terrible the path, for many months now

there has been no doubt of her goal. The

immediate issue is real, but still more real is

its corrollary—that autocracy and privilege

and brutality shall go down before the wrath

of the people.
* sk sk

The country has in the past week suffered

another journalistic brain-storm about Rus

sia. The German pressure about Riga and

the rumored transfer of the Government to

Moscow have formed an irresistible combina

tion for the nervous calamity mongers who

see the New Russia perpetually on the verge

of catastrophe. It is a pity that Mr. Root or

some other prominent and well-informed man

does not give American opinion some leading

principles to guide it through the maze of

doubt. That the fall of Riga involves the

fall of Petrograd is a military absurdity so

obvious that it should be self-correcting.

That the new government of Russia should

be associated with Moscow instead of the old

capitol is involved in the national psychology

and is indeed a part of the revolution itself.

Everyone who has visited Petrograd must

have understood that it is the one capital of

the world that is unrelated in any vital way

to the nation it governs. While Moscow is

the ancient and natural center of national

aspiration, Petrograd is a thing made and

imposed from without. It can never be any

thing but a symbol of imperial power. Its

palaces, its Cathedral and churches, its

squares with their monuments, were all cre

ated with the one intent of impressing and

oppressing the people. The Government of

Free Russia could hardly find itself at home

in this environment which, like the bureau

cracy itself, is foreign and artificial.

sk * *

Another impression that needs correc

tion is that Russia, harassed by extremists

and corrupted by German agents, is in dan

ger of falling into chaos. It needs to be re

membered that the revolution was the un

loading of the imperial régime and the dis

rupting of the bureaucratic fabric, without

serious disturbance to the solid and demo

cratic social organization of the people. Add

to this the fact that while the industrial ele

ment is active and intelligent, it is quite in

significant when compared with the agricul

tural element. The problem faced by the con

ference now in session at Moscow is to find,

in a preliminary way, modes of national co

ordination, but it will help us to remember

that this is co-ordination not of individuals

each with his wild-eyed conception of na

tional government, but of well organized so

cial groups. These groups carried on the

war for two years, supplying the army with

food and munitions in the face of a govern

ment they knew to be worm-eaten with

treachery and dominated by German influ

ence. It is strange that we should think the

Russians unacquainted with the wiles of Ger

man agents when they have suffered from

these agents since Peter the Great, and car

ried through the revolution to free them

selves from their pernicious influence. If we

can furnish the Russians with needed sup

plies, we may put away our fears and trust

them to do their part toward the breaking

of the German power.

* * *

It is hard to see why, if federalized troops

can be properly used to arrest I. W. W. lead

ers in Spokane in advance of the commission

of any offense and to hold them as military

prisoners, the War Department cannot also

arrest the mine owners and managers and

their agents who have trampled on law and

Order and the sacred rights of hundreds of

citizens in Bisbee, Ariz. Detailed accounts

of what happened in Bisbee when 1,200 strik

ing miners were deported are beginning to

come in, and it is clear to the most skeptical

and cautious reader that the action of the

Citizens Committee exceeded anything that

could have been remotely justified on the

ground of excitement or apprehension. The

miners had previously offered to work the

mines if the Federal Government would take

charge of operations. Four hundred and

thirty-two of the deported men are married.

As many more had registered for the draft,

468 were citizens, 205 had bought Liberty
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Bonds, 235 were property owners, and 520

were contributors to the Red Cross. Today

their families are being supported by public

charity while they remain in a detention camp

at Columbus, N. M., and the mine managers

and their flunkies bar entrance to Bisbee to

all whose appearance and testimony do not

promise acquiescence in their arbitrary rule.

Secretary Baker and the other high officials

of the War Department are today the most

over-worked men in America, with problems

of infinite intricacy and importance to solve.

But it would require a brief half hour for the

giving of an order that would return the

deported men to Bisbee and keep them there

under federal protection so long as they act

in a law-abiding manner.

* * *

The Houston affair in which some mutin

ous Negro soldiers killed a number of citi

zens is the most deplorable thing that has

happened to the race for many years. The

Brownsville affair could be dismissed as a

freak happening that never would be re

peated. The Negro never had betrayed his

trust, it was reasoned by his friends, and the

awfulness of this breach of discipline would

so impress the race that it never would re

cur. But it has recurred. That is the pity

of it all. What was looked upon as an acci

dent at Brownsville will now be considered

by many as an inherent weakness of char

acter; and it may take generations to live it

down. But whatever the cause it must be

removed. The Negro is a part of our citizen

ship. If he is not worthy of that responsi

bility he must be made so. If there is a

weakness in his moral nature that has given

way under the terrible strain of race preju

dice it must be fortified. Swift punishment

must and will follow this mad act. But pun

ishment of the guilty is not enough. A whole

race will suffer from their act. A new feel

ing of suspicion and distrust has been awak

ened that will tend to widen the breach be

tween the races, to the injury of both. No

effort should be spared to restore confidence

in the Negro, and to encourage him in his

determination to live down this unfortunate

event.

* * *

Attention is called to the fact that the

Cleveland Chamber of Commerce after an

investigation announced that 10,000 new

dwellings, to rent under $22 a month, were

needed at once. Coincident with this is the

Statement—but not by the Cleveland Cham

ber of Commerce—that there are 50,000 va

cant building sites in the city, held largely

by members of the real estate board and the

Chamber of Commerce for speculative pur

poses. An attempt is reported looking to the

organization of a company of employers to

build 100 to 200 such houses. Two hundred

houses will not have much effect in meeting

the demand of 10,000 families, but it will

have an appreciable effect in increasing the

demand for lots. How long is this to con

tinue? By what right does any man hold a

building site vacant while another lacks a

place to shelter his family? The settlement

of this question awaits only the conclusion of

the war. Both the need for revenue and the

demand for food point to the taxation of land

values, and the lesson learned in war must

not be forgotten in peace.

* * *

The report from Washington that Secre

tary McAdoo is urging a proportion of 3 of

taxation to 7 of bonds for meeting the first

year's war cost requires explanation. Presi

dent Wilson recommended at the outset that

at least half the cost of the war be met by

current taxation. The proportion of 3 to 7

is contemplated for the actual war expenses

of the first year, exclusive of loans to the

Allies, interest and principal of which will

be paid by the Allied governments and which

can therefore properly be raised by bond

issues. Including $1,000,000,000 for the

Shipping Board, the first year's actual war

cost is estimated at $11,000,000,000. The

pending revenue bill will raise about $2,073,

000,000. Under Mr. McAdoo's plan the rates

would be increased to provide something

over $3,000,000,000. We are entitled to a

clear statement of policy by the Treasury

Department, whose influence is sure to be

powerful in Congress. If the Senators who

insist that we could easily raise $5,000,000,

000 or more by excess profits and income

taxation are mistaken, we should be told so

authoritatively.

* * *

Blowing hot and cold with the same breath

is considered a difficult feat by most persons,

but there are some to whom it seems to pre

sent no terrors. The Railway Review of

August 11 presents an elaborate statement

and an exhaustive argument showing the
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burden borne by the railroads, and the neces

sity for relief. Higher prices for materials

and supplies, it seems, cost the roads $735,

000,000. The detailed statistics leave no

doubt in the reader's mind that unless the

Interstate Commerce Commission grants the

rate increases bankruptcy is the inevitable

end. But on another page of the same issue

the Railway Review makes the reassuring

statement that preliminary returns of rail

road earnings to the Interstate Commerce

Commission covering about one-third of the

railroads shows an increase in net revenues

for June of nearly 10 per cent over June,

1916. As the latter statement is in accord

with the declaration of the Daily News Rec

ord, a New York financial and commercial

sheet, that “there is a long list of railroad

properties in this country which can declare

larger dividends * * * provided the di

rectors are willing to do so,” the reader is in

doubt whether to sympathise with the roads

that are carrying such crushing burdens, or

to rejoice with the stockholders who are re

ceiving the handsome dividends.

A Triumph for Democracy

The signing of an agreement for the ad

justment of all labor disputes in ship-build

ing for the Government on the basis of col

lective bargaining is a victory of the greatest

importance for the principle of democracy in

industry. The great ship-building corpora

tions are in several instances closely allied

with the steel industry, and the unmitigated

feudalism that has prevailed in that industry

will suffer a hard blow as a result of the

agreement signed at Washington on Satur

day. It required a strike of 12,000 me

chanics employed in shipyards of New York

Harbor, with weeks of costly delay in the

repair of badly-needed transports and

freighters, to bring the employing interests

to the frame of mind where they would ac

cept such an agreement. In fact, they do

not now voluntarily accept it, and its terms

are mandatory on all firms doing work for

the Shipping Board or the Navy. Included

among the employers affected by the agree

ment are a number who have long been or

ganized for a determined and bitter resist

ance to any and every demand by their em

ployees for a voice in determining wages

and conditions. In several large plants

where the management will now be required

to meet representatives of the men, the unions

in the metal trades have fought vainly for

years against the spy system, the blacklist,

and all the other weapons of intimidation

and coercion by which democracy has been

excluded from these plants. Credit for the

new order must be divided between the lead

ership and the rank and file of the interna

tional unions who stood out to the point of

striking, and the leadership of the American

Federation of Labor at Washington, repre

sented by Mr. Gompers and Mr. James

O’Connell, the astute president of the Metal

Trades Department of the Federation. If

they can win a few more such victories, every

true democrat in the country will rise up and

call them blessed. Mr. Gompers in his state

ment announcing the agreement indicates his

awareness of the next and most important

task. He says: “To complete the entire pro

gram there should be a similar provision for

production of munitions and war supplies.”

It is the misfortune of the labor movement

that it has such scanty representation in the

working force of the steel industry. The

task will therefore be harder. But the Gov

ernment should not refrain from doing the

right thing merely because labor may not

have the power to coerce it into the right line

of action. The arbitrary control of the work

ing force by the United States Steel Corpo

ration and its subsidiaries and “competitors,”

by means of the spy system and the use of

arbitrary power of discharge to intimidate

and penalize self-respecting workmen, is the

blackest thing in American industry. The

Government should not recognize and toler

ate the prevailing system in the filling of

Government contracts merely because that

system has been so successful in denying the

right to organize that the employes cannot

speak and act for themselves.

Prohibition and Discontent

The New York Tribune's staff correspond

ent at Spokane reports a new argument

against prohibition by the lumber men and

other large employers of the Northwest, re

cently gone dry. Labor unrest, they com

plain, is due to the lack of drinking places

where men can forget their troubles, to wake

up the next morning with no money in their

clothes and the necessity of going back to

the boss to beg for a job. The corrrespond

ent puts it thus:

“The men from the camps come to town
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with so much money and it lasts so long.

* * * They have a new spirit, a new

independence. The I. W. W. leaders say

frankly that these sober, well-to-do men are

far better material for them to work on than

the blear-eyed, whiskey-soaked gangs that

used to loaf around the I. W. W. halls for

shelter. They have an interest in economic

questions, and they like to hear serious, even

if revolutionary, speeches. They begin to

think. Well dressed, well groomed, grasping

in their soberness for the first time something

of the dignity and seriousness of life, they

begin to consider that the orator argues well

when he tells them that they have as good

brains and more brawn than their employ

ers, and that it is merely because they per

mit the traditional masters to stack the

cards’ on them that they do not own the in

dustries they work.”

If the I. W. W. is doing this for the lumber

workers and the construction workers of the

Northwest, it is entitled to our gratitude.

Any fallacy in the I. W. W. doctrine will be

found sooner or later by men thus awakened

to serious thought, and they will either leave

that organization for one that offers soberer

promise or they will change it from within.

The testimony of these employers, para

phrased by the correspondent, confirms that

of the regular trade union leaders of Colo

rado and Washington that prohibition has

been a blessing to the labor movement. The

best of our labor leaders are rapidly coming

to a realization that the old political alliance

between booze and labor has been an unmiti

gated obstacle, that labor has been jobbed

again and again by the liquor interests to

whom it turned in its times of desperate

need. Mr. Gompers' steadfast opposition to

prohibition will not much longer represent

the prevailing attitude in labor circles.

Departmental Dogberrys

The thought has occurred to many persons

that the wild flights of the imagination in

dulged in by Jules Verne a generation ago

should in so many instances have fallen

short of the realities of today. It now seems

that the subtle humor of Shakespeare's Dog

berry and the broad satire of Lewis Carroll's

Judge in Alice in Wonderland are outdone

by the legal advisors of the Post Office De

partment. Some weeks ago the postal au

thorities, who have no more legal right to

define treason or punish traitors than has

the Agricultural Department or the Geodetic

Survey, presumed to pass judgment upon cer

tain newspapers. Without indictment, pros

ecution, or verdict of judge or jury, they

were pronounced guilty and denied the serv

ice which all citizens unconvicted of crime

are supposed to enjoy. Under a writ of in

junction the case of one of the papers was

brought before the courts, where the judge

found that no offence had been committed to

justify the action of the postal authorities,

and ordered the Department to restore the

paper to mailing privileges. The Post Office

Department, however, appealed its case to

a court that cannot render a decision before

November. Meanwhile the paper is denied

mailing privileges.

To punish a man before he is convicted

is a forceable reminder of what Alice saw

in Wonderland; but it remained for a depart

mental head to out-Dogberry Dogberry by

serving the publisher with a notice to show

cause why this publication should not be de

nied second class mailing privileges because

it had missed its August issue, and was there

fore not a “continuous publication.” Con

tinuous publication is one of the require

ments for obtaining second class mailing

privileges, and the low rate of postage al

lowed second class matter is necessary for

the existence of most publications. The of

fending paper did not miss its August issue.

The number appeared as usual, and was sent

to the post office in the customary way. But

that branch of the Government arbitrarily

denied it admission to the mails, and now

undertakes to exclude it from mailing privi

leges because it was not in the mails. The

humor of Much Ado About Nothing and the

satire of Alice in Wonderland pale before the

exquisite absurdity of the action taken by

the Post Office Department. Such conduct

on the part of public officials may add to the

gaiety of war times, but is it not likely to

promote the feeling that not all the depart

ments of the Government are in charge of

Sane persons?

Party Labels vs. Common Sense

Just why New York and Chicago should

lag behind other cities in the adoption of ob

vious improvements in the processes of city

government is a question that suggests sev

eral inconclusive answers. Inertia increases
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with size. So do the rewards of the spoils

system, and so does the power of a permanent

organization officered by men who know what

they want. And so do the vanity and com

placency of a city's inhabitants, in the same

ratio as their sense of personal responsibility

diminishes. But there is especial reason just

now why the public-spirited men of our two

biggest towns should look about with open

minds for better ways of conducting munic

ipal affairs. Chicago has a bitter school

board row and a police scandal on its hands

as incidents of the Thompson administration,

while in New York a city campaign is ap

proaching in which national party prejudices

are being manipulated to the confusion of the

real issues.

It is almost ten years since California

municipalities began to banish national party

considerations from their choice of city offi

cials. Now, national party lines have been

sufficiently blurred and discredited of late

in the conduct of Presidential elections. But

to apply them to the municipal affairs of New

York or San Francisco is obviously stupid

and absurd, and the city that persists in the

practice convicts itself as politically irration.

al. It is a practice almost as harmful and

demoralizing in its influence on national poli

tics as in its tendency to produce inefficient

and wasteful city administration. For it is

the practice that has given Tammany Hall

more than once the power to control the Dem

ocratic Party of the State, and through this

control to dictate a Presidential nomination.

It is a practice that makes common cause,

politically, between a President of the United

States and a dive keeper whose sole interest

in politics is the maintenance of a “pull” with

the precinct police captain.

San Francisco's experience offers a par

ticularly sharp contrast. Everyone remem

bers the graft prosecution of 1906 and 1907.

A short spasm of reform, similar to the

movements that now and then freed New

York of Tammany control, was followed by

the reinstatement of the same influences that

had disgraced the city prior to 1906. And the

method was identical. Democratic, Republican,

Union Labor and Independent nominations

were distributed in such a way as to divide

the opposition. Tens of thousands of votes

went to the candidate of one national party

or the other quite without regard to local

issues or the character of the nominee. The

decent citizens of San Francisco awoke then

to the realization that they had been playing

with loaded dice. In 1910 the city charter

was amended by popular vote, ratified in

1911 by the Legislature. And in 1911 the

election of James Rolph, Jr. as Mayor ush

ered in a period of good government that has

continued until this day.

The San Francisco reform is based on the

obvious fact that national party issues have

nothing to do with the efficient administra

tion of the fire and police departments, or

the policy of a city in operating its public

utilities. National party labels and organi

zations were banished from city politics. A

primary election was provided for the early

Fall. Nomination is by petition, and the

name of each candidate appears on the pri

mary ballot without party or group designa

tion. The two candidates for each office re

ceiving the highest and next highest popular

vote at the primary go on the ballot at the

election in October. The others are eliminat

ed. If one candidate receives a majority of

all votes cast for all candidates for that office,

he is elected at the primary without further

balloting. In 1911 Mayor Rolph received such

a majority, together with several other can

didates. An incidental effect was the short

ening of the ballot at the election which fol

lowed six weeks later, and a consequent sim

plifying of the voter's task. Never again will

San Francisco be governed by a minority

group. Never again will national party pre

judices and issues cloud the choice of city

officials. And never again will the spoils

and perquisites of city administration in

fluence or determine San Francisco's partici

pation in state or national politics.

So obviously rational is the nonpartisan

system in city affairs that already the San

Francisco voter looks on with wonder when

he sees national party organizations em

broiled in the city politics of Chicago or New

York. After an experience of less than seven

years with non-partisanship in municipal af

fairs, he regards the old party system as a

strange anachronism.

But the test of rationality once applied to

national partisanship, the intelligent voter

does not stop with municipal politics. In

California the principle has been extended

first to the judiciary, from supreme court

justice to justice of the peace, and then to

county officers, until today only members of
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the Legislature and State officers are elected

under the auspices of the national parties.

The result is a more fluid politics, an elec

torate vastly more discerning, a new empha

sis on specific issues and on the character

of candidates. It has produced a politics puz

zling to the Eastern mind. Mr. Hughes failed

to understand it, and his failure cost him

the Presidency. His choice of stand-pat Re

publicans as his sponsors in California was

no inadvertence. Governor Johnson had been

defeated in two bye-elections in the sense

that men and measures that he championed

had been beaten at the polls. To the East

ern politicians this meant not a discriminat

ing decision by voters who might still be

Johnson adherents, but the weakening and

defeat of the Johnson organization. They

were accustomed to an electorate that “went

down the line” for its organizations. And

it is just this “going down the line” from

President to poundmaster that California

has got rid of through the removal of parti

sanship. A Californian understands easily

enough what Eastern politicians can explain

only by charging Johnson with treachery—

President Wilson's California plurality side

by side with a Johnson majority of 290,000

in the Senatorship contest.

Our Fighting Factors

By Louis F. Post

III

The United States would be on a better War

footing if the conscription policy were

coupled with our economic as it is with our

military fighting-factor. Conscription of

wealth for war purposes is as sound a policy

as conscription of men. It needs only to be

understood in order to be generally approved

as both efficient and just. Indeed, in the last

analysis, conscription of wealth is conscrip

tion of men. Since there can be no such

thing as durable accumulations of wealth, a

lesson the war has so impressively taught us,

conscription of both men and wealth means

that some men would be conscripted to de

fend the nation by fighting and the rest to

support it by working.

Customary economic adjustments, how

ever, do not readily yield to this principle of

all around conscription. We are accustomed

to considering “capital” as alien to “labor,”

and to investing it with a sort of sacrosanc

tity. There is, therefore, a readier popular

disposition to acquiesce in conscription of

men for the battle field than for the grain

field or the workshop. For the same reason,

doubtless, there is quite as ready a disposi

tion among “capital” owners who are greedy

for profits however they get them, to favor

conscription of men for working as for fight

ing. But this disposition must be put aside.

In a democratic country, conscription of

workers cannot be tolerated for service in any

establishments but those that are or may be

brought under governmental operation and

ownership. It would be repulsively undemo

cratic to coerce any man to work for another

man's profit. So, until we conscript oppor

tunities for working, we must not conscript

men to work.

In considering the financing of the war in

a later paper, the subject of conscripting

wealth may be taken up in practicable form.

It cannot be taken up in such form in con

nection with the fundamental subject that es

pecially concerns us now. That subject is the

essential characteristics and circumstances

of what we have distinguished as the eco

nomic fighting-factor of our country. Until

civilization is farther advanced than at pres

ent in its understanding of industrial rela

tionships, conscription of wealth can be ap

proximated only, and through financial and

fiscal adjustments in contradistinction to

those that are of a more fundamental char

acter.

The first point in connection with our eco

nomic fighting-factor, considered funda

mentally, relates to the food supply. Alike

for fighters and for workers, a constant sup

ply of food is absolutely necessary. Unless

soldiers are continuously fed, fighting must

stop and our war end in defeat and disaster.

That they cannot be continuously fed from

existing accumulations of food is now a com

monplace of public thought. The experiences

of the war have made it so. The food of sol

diers must be produced continuously as they

consume it, and it must be produced by work
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ers. Nor soldiers' food alone, but also the

food of the workers themselves. The whole

nation, at the seat of war and at home as

well, must be supplied continuously with food

by the continuous work of its working peo

ple.

Let it be observed, too, that workers are

not magicians. They cannot produce food by

a “Presto, change!” Neither are they om

nipotent. They cannot produce food by fiat

and out of nothing, as God produced the uni

verse. They must produce it laboriously from

soil, from the earth, from land, from natural

opportunities. Consequently, in order to

maintain our food supply for soldiers and

civilians during the war, there must be not

only continuous agricultural labor but con

tinuously available agricultural land.

More than that. Agricultural products are

not fit for food until they have been subjected

to preparational processes, some of which are

extremely laborious and highly technical.

And both between the farm and the prepara

tional processes, and between those processes

and deliveries to consumers, many and bur

densome transportation processes are also

necessary. These processes of preparation

and transportation are like those of agricul

ture in that they must be effected by con

tinuous work—human industry, labor. Not

by wage labor, all of it; but all of it by labor

of some kind; and, under existing economic

adjustments, most of it by wage labor. The

distinction, however, between wage labor and

other kinds of labor, is of no great use ex

cept for purposes of measuring shares of pro

duction. In other respects it is a verbal dis

tinction without any economic difference.

The emphatic consideration, for all present

purposes, is that continuous labor, continuous

work, is the only active agency in all the

processes of food production, from seed and

soil to mess tables at the front and breakfast

tables at home. There is also the same pass

ive agency as in agriculture—natural re

sources, without access to which labor is im

potent to produce anything. In the prepara

tion and distribution of agricultural prod

ucts for food, as in the planting and culti

vation of those products of the soil, appro

priate labor must apply itself to appropriate

land.

Is it hinted that labor and land are not the

only requisites for production? that ma

chinery also plays an indispensable part?

True. Machinery must be used in every pro

ductive process. It must be used even in

agricultural industries if they are to be

effective for a war like this one. But

machinery, too, is a continuous product

of labor from land—of miners from min

eral deposits; of “lumber-jacks” from for

ests growths; of factory builders on fac

tory sites; and of factory workers, with

their vast and diversified background of

antecedent production by labor from nat

ural resources. So it is, also, with trans

portation processes. They are carried on by

means of intricate and ponderous machinery

which is a product of labor from land. It is

the same, indeed, throughout the whole in

dustrial solidarity—for that is what modern

industry is. It is a solidarity which suggests

to the imagination the idea of a gigantic in

dividual of multitudinous capabilities, a

greater man who lives from hand to mouth

and is continuously dependent upon natural

resources for opportunities to make his liv

ing. All machinery is a continuously re

newed product which social labor continuous

ly draws from the inexhaustible resources

that nature offers. Almost as soon as ma

chinery is put to use it is worn out and must

be replaced with new machinery produced

from land by labor. So must all the other

“capital” by the aid of which replacements

of “capital” consumed or destroyed are made,

and every product for human consumption or

destruction is secured.

In all the processes of producing, trans

porting and using food-producing machinery,

and all the processes of producing, preparing,

transporting and delivering food, labor is the

necessary active agent and land the indis

pensable passive agent. Without both there

can be no machinery, no production, no trans

portation. Human existence without them is

unthinkable. The deeper we look into the

great simple problems of human life, the

clearer do we see that food (however exten

sive or intricate the modes of producing it) is

from start to finish a continuous product of

continuous labor from continuously available

land.

This is true also of everything else which

is necessary for our nation in the war. Cloth

ing for our soldiers as well as their food;

their equipment of every kind; their muni

tions; the machinery used to produce or

carry their supplies to them or to serve de
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structive uses against the enemy—these and

everything else necessary to make our mili

tary fighting-factor effective, all the things

requisite to prevent our war from resulting

in disaster, must be produced by the labor of

our people from the natural resources of our

country. And in order that this may be done,

the necessaries of producers, as well as those

of soldiers, must be obtained through con

tinuous labor upon continuously available

land. While our workers are producing what

our soldiers need, they must produce also

what they themselves need. There can be

no continuous supply of anything consuma

ble or destructible, without continuous appli

cations of human work to appropriate na

tural resources. Everything that the prose

cution of our great defensive war demands

must be produced as we go, and over and over

again as fast as it is consumed or destroyed.

This is the new interpretation of the old

maxim that an “army moves upon its belly.”

For winning the war we are depending upon

continuous labor in great variety, and this

continuous labor is dependent upon continu

ous access to appropriate natural opportuni

ties.

In the union of labor and land we have our

economic fighting-factor. To the extent,

therefore, that labor is hampered by land

monopoly, to that extent prosecution of the

war is automatically checked. Consider what

this means. Is it any less treasonable to

weaken the effectiveness of our economic

fighting-factor by land monopoly, than in this

and other ways to weaken the operations of

our military fighting-factor? Is there, in

deed, any essential or practical difference?

The Panama Canal and Unearned Increment

By F. G.

All Singletaxers and many others are fa

miliar with unearned increment collected by

holders of land bordering on or in vicinity

of large public improvements. The Panama

canal has been no exception to the practice

of thus enriching title holders with no effort

having been expended or improvements made

by those who receive liberal returns in un

earned increment.

An examination of the records available

in Canal Zone courts or offices of Clerks of

Courts who are ex-officio registrars of prop

erty transfers, shows forty-eight (48) re

corded sales of acreage real estate (except

that the hectare is unit of measurement in

Central American countries) between the

years of 1880 and 1912. This applies only

to lands within the limits of the Canal Zone.

The area involved in such transfers totals

about 36,926 hectares and the average re

corded transfer value is about $2.17 per hec

tare. The highest recorded transfer is on

basis of about five dollars ($5.00) per hec

tare and at this valuation market was dull

and there was but little transfer or demand

for Canal Zone real estate. It might there

fore be reasonable to assume that the land

transferred was most probably that consid

ered most favorably located and for which

the demand was greatest.

It is very improbable that any will deny

that the main reason for enhanced valuation

Swanson

of Canal Zone real estate has been the con

struction of the Panama Canal and the im

provements made in the terminal cities of

Colon and Panama and resulting increased

population in turn due to the construction of

the Canal. It therefore appears reasonable

to conclude that the increase from the aver

age value of land as above indicated to that

indicated in the following is almost exclu

sively due to construction of the Panama

Canal.

Those familiar with expropriation pro

ceedings in the Canal Zone know that vari

ous Joint Land Commissions (two members

appointed by the Republic of Panama and

two by the United States in accord with the

Panama Canal treaty) have existed. The

commissions of 1907, 1908 and 1913 made

few if any awards at smaller valuation than

about $12.00 per hectare. Awards made by

these commissions averaged about $20.00

per hectare or almost ten times the average

transfer value as secured from records of

deeds from 1880 to 1912. This enhanced

valuation is a minimum since settlement for

claims for the more valuable lands and more

favorably located are still pending.

Specific instances of the opinions of own

ers as to values depending on the purpose for

which valuation is made are cited below.

1. The owners or alleged owners of one

tract of about 900 hectares were assessed for
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taxes under early Canal administration in

1904-5 on a valuation of seventy-five cents

($0.75) per hectare. At that time the cir

cuit courts were reviewing authorities in tax

matters. The owners alleging that they were

assessed at an excessive valuation appeared

in court and on testimony under oath as to

excess valuation had assessment valuation

reduced to thirty-five cents ($0.35) per hec

tare. In 1914, this land was expropriated

for canal purposes in apparently the same

condition as when valued at $0.35 per hec

tare for taxation. Without appreciable im

provements having been made, claim was

filed in due form before the Joint Land Com

mission for $1,825,000.00, or at the rate of

$2,000.00 per hectare for land that the own

ers without having made improvements of

consequence, testified under oath was excess

ively appraised for taxation in 1904 at sev

enty-five cents ($0.75) per hectare. This is

one of the claims still pending before the

Joint Land Commission, and while it is

decidedly improbable that any such award as

claimed will be made, it is most probable that

award may be made at what will be a great

advance over appraisals of owners in 1904-5.

2. Another specific instance of startling

advance in valuation is in connection with

what are or have been known as the San

Lazare lands located also at the Pacific end

of the Canal Zone and between the Panama

Balboa road and the ocean about opposite the

old Balboa Hotel.

Expropriation proceedings on this tract

were inaugurated in 1907. The Joint Land

Commissioners were, however, unable to

agree on an award and in accord with terms

of treaty, this claim was certified to the Um

pire appointed to settle cases in dispute be

tween the Commissioners. Before further

action was taken, the United States with

drew expropriation proceedings except for

an area of one hectare. For this hectare and

to include one year's occupancy of the entire

tract of about fifteen hectares, an award of

one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) was made.

Prior to certifying claim to the Umpire, one

of the Panaman Commissioners filed an opin

ion that tract was appraised by him at $15,

000, or about one thousand dollars per hec

tare. The American Commissioners claimed

that $1,500.00 for the entire tract was a lib

eral appraisal.

In April, 1912, as recorded on page 431 of

book 6 of Ancon court records, 2,695 square

metres or about one-quarter hectare was sold

to the Panama Tramways Company as re

corded in deed for $650.00, or at a rate of

about $2,500.00 per hectare. This was from

1907 an advance in five years in unearned in

crement of 150 per cent. above the valuation

of $1,000 which was so liberal that Commis

sioners could not agree.

In 1913 expropriation proceedings were

again started and the commissioner who had

filed the opinion giving valuation of one thou

sand dollars per hectare in 1907, having been

replaced as commissioner probably on ac

count of political changes in the Republic of

Panama, became the attorney for the claim

ants and filed claim for $603,000.00 or more

than $40,000.00 per hectare for land that he

had himself appraised in 1907 at one thou

sand dollars per hectare and which appraisal

was refused by other commissioners because

as alleged excessive. This claim is still pend

ing under docket numbers 1208 and 2851.

3. Land nearer Panama City and sold on

square metre basis indicates similar un

earned increment. A tract in Chorille (sec

tion of Panama nearest Balboa) of 5.72 hec

tares or 57,200 square metres was purchased

in 1903 for one thousand dollars ($1,000.00),

or at a rate of about one and one-quarter

(1%) cents per square metre. This land was

again sold in 1904 for two thousand dollars

($2,000.00) or at a rate of about three and

one-half (3%) cents per square metre. At

about the same time, the San Lazare lands

were purchased for about four and one-half

(41/2) cents per square metre. Three-sev

enths of another seven-hectare tract near

Panama was purchased (known as Cherillo

del Manglar) or about three hectares at a

rate of about five cents per square metre

after the beginning of Canal operations.

The above lands are similarly located as

the land involved in the celebrated Ora Mil

ler case before the Joint Land Commission.

This land was purchased in 1911, fifteen hun

dred square metres, from the Los Posites and

Chorillo del Manglar tract for one thousand

($1,000.00) dollars as recorded at Ancon

court book 6, page 27, No. 25 Warranty deed.

Claim was filed before the Joint Land Com

mission for an excessive sum and after con

siderable testimony, delay and argument,

award of $8,557.07 was made or at the rate

of about $4.00 per square metre with costs
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and interest for delay. This award was pro

tested and carried to the State Department

at Washington, but finally paid. No allega

tions were made before the Joint Land Com

mission that improvements made after pur

chase for about 67 cents per square metre in

1911, had cost more than 10 cents per square

metre, giving an unearned increment for two

years of not less than $3.23 per square metre

or at a rate of $32,300.00 per hectare.

There are also a number familiar with

Joint Land Commission proceedings who be

lieve the sale and purchase in 1911 at 67 cents

per square metre for lands that not long prior

thereto had been transferred at a rate of five

cents per square metre, was arranged to

provide a precedent case before the Joint

Land Commission to be used as basis of value

for much larger tracts of surrounding land.

Taking the cost of the Panama Canal at

about $400,000,000.00, and assuming that

$2.00 per square metre unearned increment

could be collected from about eighty (80)

square miles, or the collection of about

$20.00 per front foot of allotment of about

eighty square miles in lots of about one

hundred feet depth, and benefits to sur

rounding land would pay for the canal. Or

collect from acreage tracts about $20.00 per

hectare, about $8.00 per acre from sur

rounding territory to the extent of 75,000

square miles, and the canal would be

again paid for. On the basis of awards

and made awards reasonably anticipated

and making allowance for still further

enhanced value of additional territory at

a greater distance, but due to construc

...tion of the Panama Canal and development

of transportation through the Canal, it

can be confidently stated that the Panama

Canal will have paid for itself as a real es

tate improvement for enhanced valuation, but

that owing to past and present custom of al

lowing title to unused idle lands to remain

in individuals who pay little or no taxes, such

benefit accrues not to the people, but is a gift

of the United States to the property holders

of Central America, who through no effort

or energy expended by them, derive the bene

fit from public and national and international

improvements.

Such instances cannot but add incentive to

Singletaxers and be influential toward de

velopment of Singletax measures.

In Praise of Gardens

By Alpha of the Plough in the London “Star”

I was walking with a friend along the

Spaniards-road the other evening talking on

the inexhaustible theme of these days, when

he asked: “What is the biggest thing that

has happened to this country as the outcome

Of the War?”

“It is within two or three hundred yards

from here,” I replied. “Come this way and

I’ll show it to you.”

He seemed a little surprised, but accom

panied me cheerfully enough as I turned

from the road and plunged through the gorse

and the trees towards Parliament Fields,

until we came upon a large expanse of allot

ments, carved out of the great play-ground,

and alive with figures, men, women, and chil

dren, some earthing up potatoes, some weed

ing onion beds, some thinning out carrots,

some merely walking along the patches, and

looking at the fruits of their labour springing

from the soil. “There,” I said, “is the most

important result of the war.”

He laughed, but not contemptuously. He

knew what I meant, and I think he more than

half agreed.

And I think you will agree, too, if you will

think what that stretch of allotments means.

It is the symptom of the most important re

vival, the greatest spiritual awakening this

country has seen for generations. Where

ever you go that symptom meets you. Here

in Hampstead allotments are as plentiful as

blackberries in autumn. A friend of mine

who lives in Beckenham tells me there are

fifteen hundred in his parish. In the neigh

bourhood of London there must be many

thousands. In the country as a whole there

must be hundreds of thousands. If dear old

Joseph Fels could revisit the glimpses of the

moon and see what is happening, see the va

cant lots and waste spaces bursting into

onion beds and potato patches, what joy

would be his ! He was the forerunner of the

revival, the passionate pilgrim of the Vacant
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Lot; but his hot gospel fell on deaf ears, and

he died just before the trumpet of war awak

ened the sleeper.

Do not suppose that the greatness of this

thing that is happening can be measured in

terms of food. That is important, no doubt,

but it is not the most important thing. I do

not know whether the allotment movement

will add appreciably to our food supplies, but

I am confident that it will add more than any

thing else to the spiritual resources of the

nation. It is the beginning of a war on the

disease that is blighting our people. What is

wrong with us? What is the root of our

social and spiritual ailment? Is it not the

divorce of the people from the soil? For gen

erations the wholesome red blood of the

country has been sucked into the great towns,

and we have seen grow up a vast machine of

industry that has made slaves of us, shut out

the light of the fields from our lives, left our

children to grow like weeds in the slums,

rootless and waterless, poisoned the healthy

instincts of nature implanted in us, and put

in their place the rank growths of the streets.

Can you walk through a London working

class district or a Lancashire cotton town,

with their huddle of airless streets, without a

feeling of despair coming over you at the

sense of this enormous perversion of life into

the arid channels of death? Can you take

pride in an Empire on which the sun never

sets when you think of the courts in which,

as Will Crooks says, the sun never rises?

And now the sun is going to rise. We have

started a revolution that will not end until

the breath of the earth has come back to the

soul of the people. The tyranny of the ma

chine is going to be broken. The tyranny of

the land monopoly is going to be lifted. Yes,

you say, but these people that I see working

on the allotments are not the people from the

courts and the slums; but professional men,

the superior artisan, and so on. That is true.

But the movement must get hold of the in

telligenzia first. The important thing is that

the breach in the prison is made; the fresh

air is filtering in; the idea is born—not still

born, mind you, but born a living thing. It

is a way of salvation that will not be lost, and

that all will traverse.

This is not mere dithyrambic enthusiasm.

Take a man out of the street and put him in

a garden, and you have made a new creature

of him. I have seen the miracle again and

again. I know a bus conductor, for example,

outwardly the most ordinary of his kind. But

one night I touched the key of his soul, men

tioned allotments, and discovered that this

man was going about his daily work irradi

ated by the thought of his garden triumphs.

He had got a new purpose in life. He had

got the spirit of the earth in his bones. It

is not only the humanising influence of the

garden, it is its democratising influence too.

When Adam delved and Eve span,

Where was then the gentleman?

You can get on terms with the lowliest if you

will discuss gardens. I know a distinguished

public servant and scholar whose allotment

is next to that of a bricklayer. They have

become fast friends, and the bricklayer, be

ing the better man at the job, has unconsci

ously assumed the rôle of a kindly master

encouraging a well meaning but not very

competent pupil.

And think of the cleansing influence of all

this. Light and air and labour—these are

the medicines not of the body only, but of the

soul. It is not ponderable things alone that

are found in gardens, but the great wonder

of life, the peace of nature, the influences of

sunsets and seasons and of all the intangible

things to which we can give no name, not

because they are small, but because they are

outside the compass of our speech. You will

not find much help from the God that Mr.

Wells has discovered, or invented, but the

God that dwells in gardens is sufficient for

all our needs—let the theologians say what

they will.

Not God in gardens?

cool,

Nay, but I have a sign—

'Tis very sure—God walks in mine.

But perhaps you will say that this is only

a temporary wave, born of the war and

destined to subside with the war. Well, I

am not going to prophesy; but I believe we

are in the presence of a revolution that will

transform the thought and outlook of the

nation. We have found the land, and we are

going back to possess it.

When the eve is

* * *

The nation which indulges toward another an

habitual hatred, or an habitual fondness, is in some

degree, a slave. It is a slave to its animosity, or

to its affection, either of which is sufficient to lead it

astray from its duty and its interest.—George Wash

ington



August 31, 1917 843The Public

NEWS OF THE WEEK

Week Ending August 28.

The War Revenue Bill

The Senate on Aug. 22 voted to reinstate in the

War Revenue Bill the so-called Lenroot amend

ments, adopted by the House and then cut out of the

bill by the Senate Finance Committee. The follow

ing table shows the increases over the rates recom

mended by the Committee:

Committee Lenroot

Bracket. Rates. Amendments.

$ 30,000 to $ 80,000. . . . . . 12% 13.75%

80,000 to 100,000. . . . . . 16% 17.5%

100,000 to 150,000. . . . . . 20% 21.35%

150,000 to 200,000. . . . . . 23% 25 %

200,000 to 250,000. . . . . . 24% 30 %

250,000 to 300,000. . . . . . 29% 33.75%

300,000 to 500,000. . . . . . 31% 37.5%

These rates are in addition to the existing normal

income taxes, which run as high as 17% on large

incomes.

The vote on reinstating the Lenroot amendments

was as follows:

For the amendments: Democrats—Ashurst,

Broussard, Chamberlain, Fletcher, Gore, Hardwick,

Hollis, Husting, Kendrick, Kirby, McKellar, Phelan,

Pomerene, Reed, Robinson, Shafroth, Sheppard,

Smith (South Carolina), Thompson, Trammell and

Vardaman. Republicans—Borah, Brady, Curtis,

Gronna, Johnson (California), Jones (Washington),

Kenyon, La Follette, McNary, Norris, Poindexter,

Sherman, Sterling and Townsend. Total, 35.

Against the amendments: Democrats—Gerry,

James, Lewis, Martin, Myers, Ransdell, Saulsbury,

Shields, Simmons, Smith (Maryland), Swanson and

Wolcott. Republicans—Calder, Colt, Dillingham,

France, Frelinghuysen, Hale, Kellogg, Knox, Lodge,

McCumber, Nelson, New, Page, Penrose, Smith

(Michigan), Smoot, Wadsworth, Watson and Weeks.

Total, 31.

The Senate also adopted, by unanimous vote, an

amendment by Senator Gerry increasing the rates

on incomes in excess of $500,000. The Finance Com

mittee bill provided a rate of 33% on all incomes

between $500,000 and $1,000,000, and a rate of 45%

on all incomes over $1,000,000. The Gerry amend

ment provides a rate of 35% on incomes from $500,

000 to $750,000; 45% on incomes from $750,000 to

$1,000,000; and 50% on all incomes over $1,000,000.

In order to make these schedules conform with those

of the Lenroot amendments, which tax incomes from

$300,000 to $500,000, at 37.5%, the Senate is ex

pected to increase the rate on incomes from $500,000

to $750,000 to 40%.

The Senate rejected an amendment by Senator La

Follette still further increasing the income tax rates.

The amendments so far adopted add approximately

$73,000,000 to the amount that will be raised by the

bill.

. It was expected that by the end of this week the

Senate would have voted on the excess war profits

schedule of the bill. The bill now provides a levy

on a sliding scale, approximating about 20%, and

estimated to return about $562,000,000. It is gener

ally conceded that this rate will be materially in

creased. Senators Hiram W. Johnson, Kenyon,

Borah and La Follette will lead in an attempt to

amend the bill to provide a flat rate of 80%, which

would equal the rate levied by England.

Urges Pay-as-You-Go Policy

Lord Chief Justice Reading of England, a leading

authority on financial matters, has issued a warning

to America against letting posterity pay for the

war, as proposed by those who favor raising the

major part of war revenues from bond issues. He

said in an authorized interview with the United

Press:

“The time has arrived when little measures will

not suffice. Sweeping action is necessary. Sound

finance required that we pay for the war as far as

possible out of war time taxation. Britain, recog

nizing this, is now unprecedentedly conscripting

wealth, and very soon she must greatly increase

taxes on incomes. Germany disregarded a fair and

democratic method and is raising only an infinitesi

mal portion of her war expenses from incomes and

war profits. In the future Germany will suffer the

consequences of this policy.”

Cost of the War

Chairman Kitchin of the Ways and Means Com

mittee of the House of Representatives made public

on Monday the latest estimate of Secretary McAdoo

of the Treasury Department of the cost of the first

year of war. According to this estimate, the grand

total of government expenditures for the year end

ing June 30, 1918, will be $19,300,000,000. Of this

sum $10,000,000,000 will be the actual war cost;

$7,000,000,000 will be loaned to the Allies; the Ship

ping Board will expend approximately $1,000,000,

000; and the ordinary expenses of the Government

will be about $1,300,000,000. The New York Tribune

reported that the Treasury Department has recom

mended and the finance committees of the House and

Senate have tentatively agreed, that the proportion

of money to be raised by taxation to the money to be

raised by bond issues shall be about 3 to 7. To con

form with this plan, it was reported that the pending

revenue bill would be amended to raise about $3,000,

000,000 of the $11,000,000,000 required, outside of

loans to the Allies, for the first year's operations.

This is in conflict with President Wilson's recommen

dation that at least half the required money be

raised by taxation. A total of $5,000,000,000, plus

$2,000,000,000 in certificates of indebtedness, was

authorized several months ago by the first bond bill.

Secretary McAdoo has submitted to Congress a new

bond bill calling for the issuance of over $7,000,000,

000 in bonds, of which $3,000,000,000 is to take up

outstanding bonds issued at a lower rate of interest;

$2,000,000,000 in certificates of indebtedness; and

$2,000,000,000 in a new kind of bond called war

savings certificates, to be issued probably through

the postal savings system in small denominations

and to run for not more than five years. The rates

of interest were not named in the bill drafted by the

Treasury Department, but it is reported that the

long-term bonds will probably bear 4 per cent and

the war savings certificates 5 per cent. The new

bond bill calls for a total of $11,538,845,460. Only
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half of the $4,000,000,000 in certificates of indebted

ness would be in circulation at any one time, under

the plan adopted. Therefore, another bond issue of

$2,000,000,000 or an increase in the tax rates to raise

at least $5,000,000,000 instead of the proposed

$3,000,000,000 from taxation will be required.

Embargo on Exports

President Wilson issued an order on the 27th for

bidding the shipment of goods to European neutral

countries except under license. The order extends

the list of goods that require license to other neu

trals than European countries to include, cotton,

meats, sugar, and most of America's other export

commodities. All shipments to Germany or to her

allies are absolutely prohibited. Heretofore Amer

ican goods were kept out of those countries by means

of the British blockade. Now the control is directly

assumed by this country. The purpose of the new

order is to prevent any supplies from reaching Ger

many or her allies directly from this country, or

indirectly from neutrals because of American ship

ments to those countries.

Supporting the Administration

William Jennings Bryan said in a Chicago inter

view on the 27th regarding the sentiment he had

found in travelling over the country delivering

Chautauqua addresses, that the desire to support the

Government in the war was almost universal, and

added:

“Any dissension among us as to the prosecution of

the war will have a tendency to prolong it and

make it more costly in money and men. The more

any one favors peace the more loyally he should

support the government as the only means of hasten

ing peace.

“There can be but one end to the war—the over

throw of Germany. I find the desire to support the

government practically universal. If a different im

pression prevails anywhere it is based on the fact

that newspapers report the exceptional rather than

the ordinary thing. If one man of a thousand utters

some disloyal sentiment the disloyalty of the one

man is announced while the loyalty of the 999 is

not emphasized.”

Standing for Law and Order

Governor Frazier of North Dakota in attempting

to calm over-wrought persons, and restrain officials

who have gone beyond their proper bounds in re

straint of obnoxious persons has issued an execu

tive order calling attention to the deplorable hap

penings in South Dakota and Montana, where the

rights of individuals have been trampled upon by

mobs in the guise of safety committees, labor or

ganizations and even by peace officers. Governor

Frazier adds:

To some of these misguided mobs and officers

it seems to be a crime to be seeking work and

not to£ money. Men have been illegally

searched, beaten, deported and otherwise mis

treated contrary to all law and in direct violation

of the inalienable rights of every citizen. I wish it

distinctly understood that no such unwarranted

actions against the rights of any individual will

be tolerated in this state while I am governor.

No official has a legal right to search any man,

without a search warrant. He has no right to

deport any man because he is without money, or

because he demands higher wages. The federal

and state constitutions guarantee to individuals

certain rights. These rights must be respected.

The surest way to lose our liberties and constitu

tional rights is to take them away from those who

are less fortunate. Abuse of official power is but

to weaken all respect for law and order. Officials

must protect the weak as well as the strong. I

call upon you to sustain me in making North

Dakota a model state of law and order.

Collective Bargaining in Ship Yards

The Shipping Board, its Emergency Fleet Cor

poration and the Navy Department have signed an

agreement with organized labor as represented by

Mr. Gompers and other officials of the American

Federation of Labor and the international unions

affected providing that all disputes as to wages,

hours and condition in plants working for the Gov

ernment shall be adjusted by representatives of the

men and of the employing interest. The agreement

creates an adjustment board to consist of one mem

ber representing the public, to be appointed by the

President, one member to represent the employing

interest, to be named by the Shipping Board, and one

member to represent labor, to be named by Mr.

Gompers. President Wilson appointed V. Everit

Macy, of New York, President of the National Civic

Federation, as the representative of the public.

When a dispute arises in any plant under the Ship- .

ping Board or working on a contract for the Board,

a representative of the owners of the plant and of

the employes therein will be invited to sit and vote

with the adjustment board. Examiners will be

appointed to investigate complaints and to adjust

differences by mediation where possible. The decis

ions of the board are to be accepted as binding by

the unions whose officers signed the agreement, and

by the Shipping Board.

Soldiers Riot in Texas

As a result of a clash between Negro soldiers of

the Twenty-fourth United States Infantry stationed

at Houston, Texas, and the police of that city, a

number of mutinous troops, estimated at 125, seized

guns and ammunition, and engaged in a riot that

resulted in the death of 17 persons, and the wound

ing of several others. The city was immediately

placed under martial law. The men have been taken

to Columbus, New Mexico, where they will be tried

by court martial. Major General George Bell, Jr.,

is in charge. The mutinous soldiers have been in

dicted for murder by the civil authorities, but the

army officials insist upon trying them. Many pro

tests have been made by citizens of towns in the

neighborhood of army camps in the South against

sending Negro troops to that part of the country.

The war department had but recently decided to

make no distinction between white and colored troops.

No further action has been taken.

Arctic Exploration

Donald B. MacMillan's Arctic Exploration expedi

tion arrived at Sydney, N. S., on the 26th on the re

lief steamer Neptune, after four years spent in the



August 31, 1917 845The Public

polar regions. MacMillan, who was one of Rear

Admiral Peary's lieutenants on his successful dash

to the North Pole, reports that Crockerland, re

ported by Peary, does not exist, but was due to a

mirage seen by them both. Dr. Edmund Otis Hovey,

Curator of Geology at the American Museum of

Natural History, who spent two years and two

months with the MacMillan party, but who was

compelled to return in advance of the expedition,

and started five menths ago with dogs and sleds,

arrived in the United States at the same time Mac

Millan reached Sydney. The expedition is said to

have accumulated a large amount of valuable data.

Altogether five vessels have been employed by the

expedition, at a cost of $300,000. [See vol. xvi, p.

709; xvii., p. 1165; current volume, page 653.]

Suppression of Periodicals

Judge Charles M. Hough, of the Federal Court

of the Vermont district, in declining to dismiss his

order staying the injunction obtained by The Masses

against the Post Office, commented on the reported

intention of Mr. Burleson to deprive The Masses of

its second-class mailing privilege. Mr. Burleson

later carried out this intention, acting on the ground

that The Masses, its August issue having been de

nied the use of the mails by his own order, was not

continuously issued. Judge Hough said:

“That the Postmaster General intends (if he does

so intend) to assign as a ground for such exclusion,

plaintiff's failure to mail the August number of its

periodical, when he knows that he was himself the

sole reason for such omission on plaintiff's part,

sounds like a poor joke. 'Tis as if a policeman

knocked a man down and then arrested him for

encumbering the sidewalk.”

European War

A spirited offensive has been maintained through

out the week by the Entente Allies. The British by

a series of lesser engagements have tightened their

hold upon Lens, and improved their positions east of

Ypres. The French have made heavy inroads upon

the Germans on both sides of the Meuse before Ver

dun, taking a large number of prisoners, and recap

turing the last of the important fortifications taken

by the Germans during their great drive on Verdun.

The Italian advance has continued over a wide area

north of Gorizia, and in the Hermada Mountains

near the coast. The prisoners taken of the Aus

trians number over 600 officers and 23,000 men. The

Russian situation appears to be little changed.

The Germans claimed material gains before Riga,

but Russia denies that there is any danger of losing

the city. At other points on the Russian line and in

Roumania the German advance is meeting with more

resistance. This, together with the heavy assaults

of the British, French and Italian armies, appears to

indicate that Germany lacks sufficient men to hold

all her lines at once. [See current vol., page 821.]

* *

The approaching conference to be held at Stock

holm continues a bone of contention among the vari

ous labor groups and Socialist bodies of the several

countries. No changes have been announced in

France or England or the United States regarding

the attitude of the foreign offices.

No Government has officially replied to the peace

proposal of Pope Benedict, though there are rumors

that the replies may go forward at an early date.

Indications are that none of the Entente Allies will

give a favorable answer. The German Government

has made no statement. Chancellor Michaelis has

announced that he will consult with the newly cre

ated government council composed of seven members

of the Reichstag and seven members of the Bundes

rat before replying to the Pope's proposal.

* *

The number of British merchantmen sunk by

mines and torpedoes during the week, as announced

by the Admiralty, was fifteen of over 1,600 tons and

three of less than that tonnage. The arrivals during

the week were 2,838 and the departures, 2,764.

* *

Plans for the mobilization of the American forces

are being put through with increasing dispatch

as the men gather for the training camps. The

Shipping Board has outlined a plan for an eighteen

months' building program involving a billion dollars.

One-half of this sum is to be used in the construction

of fabricated steel vessels, one-quarter to pay for

the commandeered vessels now building, and one

quarter for the construction of steel and wooden

vessels. Secretary Daniels is presenting to Congress

a plan involving the building of a large number of

destroyers as the most effective means of meeting

the submarine menace. This involves the expendi

ture of $350,000,000.

Russia

The National Council Assembly that met at Mos

cow on the 26th is the center of attention. The

extremists oppose it as unrepresentative of the work

ing classes, and ordered a one day strike in protest.

Dispatches indicate that the strike was quite limited

in extent. Premier Kerensky delivered a spirited

address of an hour and a half. He boldly defended

the acts of the Government to bring order out of

chaos, and expressed a determination to continue

that policy till the revolution was fully accomplished.

Speaking of the dangers from the extremists he de

clared: “All attempts with armed force against the

people's power will be crushed with blood and iron.”

Declaring that he would be absolutely frank with

them, he said:

Citizens, the state is passing through a period

of mortal danger. I do not say more, for you all

understand. You see it, for each of you experi

ences it in a different way. You all know the task

incumbent upon you, for the struggle against a

powerful, implacable and organized enemy de

mands great sacrifices, self-denial, deep love of our

country and the forgetting of domestic quarrels.

Unfortunately, not all who are able are willing to

offer all this on the altar of their country, ruined

# war, and they thus render the critical situation

of our country more serious every #. -

In our political life this process of disorganiza

tion is worse, even causing certain nationalities

living in Russia to seek their salvation, not in close

union with the mother country, but in separatist

aspirations. On top of all this came the shameful

events at the front when Russian troops, forget

ting their duty to their country, gave way without

resistance to pressure of the enemy and thus
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forged for their people fresh chains of despotism.

We fell so low because we could not free ourselves

from the fatal inheritance of the old regime which

we hated, but obeyed because we feared it. There

fore now, when power rests on liberty, not on

bayonets, we are transported with delight, al

though there is some hereditary distrust of this

new power.
* *

President Wilson sent to the chairman of the As

sembly the following message:

I take the liberty to send to the members of the

great council now meeting in Moscow the cordial

greetings of their friends, the people of the United

States, to express their confidence in the ultimate

triumph of ideas of democracy and self-govern

ment against all enemies within and without, and

to give their renewed assurance of every material

and moral assistance they can extend to the Gov

ernment of Russia in the promotion of the common

cause in which the two nations are unselfishly

united.

NOTES

—The People's Council will hold a national con

ference in Minneapolis on September 1.

—The American Alliance for Labor and Democ

racy will hold a national conference at Minneapolis

on September 5.

—The Thirty-fifth Annual Convention of the

Illinois State Federation of Labor will convene at

Joilet, Illinois, October 15. All affiliated organiza

tions are urged to send representatives.

—The sliding scale of maximum prices to be paid

for live cattle has been fixed by the British Food

Controller as follows: For September, $17.76 per

hundred pounds; October, $17.28; November and

December, $16.08; and for January, $14.40.

—The Japanese House of Representatives has a

Reprimand Committee that recently compelled a

member to present a written apology for language

used in a speech in which he said: “The pro-gov

ernment members talk so much that they are a

nuisance.”

—A ship of 200 tons has been built of iron and

concrete in Christiania according to a new plan.

The time required was three weeks, but it is expected

that succeeding vessels will require only half the

time. It is intended to start a wholesale building

of iron and concrete ships of 200, 500 and 1,000 tons.

—The beet sugar producers have come to an agree

ment with the Food Administration to limit the

price of their sugar to a basis that is expected to

result in a reduction of one and a half cents a pound

from the present price. This will save the consum

ing public $30,000,000 between now and the first of

next year.

—As a war emergency measure the National

Forest ranges are carrying this summer approxi

mately 100,000 more cattle and 200,000 more sheep

than in ordinary years, according to the grazing

experts of the Forest Service. Ordinarily the Na

tional Forests furnish pasturage for about 1,800,000

cattle and horses and 7,800,000 head of sheep.

—President Wilson announced on the 21st the

scale of prices for bituminous coal at the mine in the

several districts. In the principal fields the price is

$2 or less for run of mine coal. The highest price

was $3.50 a ton for prepared sizes of coal in the

Washington fields; the lowest was $1.90 in the “Big

Seam” district of Alabama.

—James E. Ferguson was suspended from the

office of Governor of Texas on the 24th when the

board of nine managers named by the House of

Representatives presented to the Senate twenty-one

articles of impeachment for official misconduct. The

Senate has set August 29 as the date of the trial.

W. P. Hobby, Lieutenant Governor, succeeds to the

Governorship, pending the result of the trial.

—The new Federal Child Labor Law provides

that after September first no child under 14 may

be employed in any factory, mill, workshop, or can

nery in the United States whose products are to

be shipped in interstate commerce, and no child

under 16 in any mine or quarry. The working day

of children 14 and 15 years of age in factories may

not be longer than 8 hours and they may not be

employed between 7 p.m. and 6 a. m.

—Cuba has given to the United States Govern

ment the four large German steamships seized as

prizes of war by the Cuban Government when war

was declared on Germany. A fifth and smaller ves

sel seized will be retained by Cuba as a transport for

army supplies. No price was asked by the Cuban

Government, but the ships were placed at the dis

posal of the American Government as part of her

contribution toward winning the war.

PRESS OPINIONS

Compelling National Service

The World (New York), August 22.—Senator

Johnson's speech on the War-Revene Bill, in which

he declared that “those who coin the blood of war

are the ones best able to bear the expense of war,”

expresses the sentiment of the great mass of Ameri

can people.

The first item of sound taxation in a War-Revenue

Bill is war profit. By that we mean the increased

income of individuals and corporations which is due

solely to the war itself. A Congress that wisely and

justly conscripts men cannot well hesitate to con

script this money.

The California Senator's demand is wholly in har

mony with the utterances of President Wilson on

this question of taxation and profits. The President

went to the heart of the economic issue in his war

address to Congress on April 2 when he said:

Patriotism leaves profits out of the question. In

these days of our supreme trial, when we are

sending hundreds of thousands of our young men

across the seas to serve a great cause, no true man

who stays behind to work for them and sustain

them by his labor will ask himself what he is

personally going to make out of that labor. No

true patriot will permit himself to take toll of

their heroism in money, or seek to grow rich by

the shedding of their blood. He will give as freely

and with as unstinted self-sacrifice as they. When

they are £; their lives, will he not at least

give his money?

Russia and the Land Question

Count Ilya Tolstoi in September Century.—

“The sole ambition of the illiterate peasant is for

land, more land, and again more land. This ques

tion will be the principal problem to face not only

at the present time, but in the future. This ques
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tion cannot be settled by the abolition of property

in land, because that would be an attack upon the

principle of property itself. It cannot be determined

by State purchase of the land, and therefore the

question will remain, I fear, the most acute problem

for Russia, and one which will not infrequently

prove the cause of new disturbances in the future.

The only solution must be found in an increased tax

on land, and this principle leads us inevitably to the

doctrines of the Singletax as advocated by the great

American economist, Henry George.

“Leo Tolstoi, who lived closer to the people than

any other man in Russia, realized the needs of the

Russian people and their struggles for the land. He

devoted to this question a great deal of his atten

tion, believing that the solution of the problem was

in the adoption of the Singletax. After studying

Henry George’s “Progress and Poverty,” he became

a confirmed believer in the latter's principles, and

wrote several articles on the subject, particularly

“The Great Iniquity,” and “The Slavery of Our

Times.” He even consecrated to his ideal the whole

second part of his great novel, “Resurrection.”

“He also tried to interest the members of the sec

ond Duma and the president of the cabinet. But

Singletax interested only a few members of the

more radical party. Henry George's followers in

Russia are not many, and I fear that during the

present crisis his beautiful ideal will not have ade

quate support, although I hope that at some future

time his dream will be realized in Russia.”

ldle Land and Food Scarcity

New Bedford Evening Standard, August 22.—

A study of the statistics of the unimproved land

within this country is about all that is needed to

convert a thinking man to the idea that some com

pulsive power is necessary to get that land into

a position to pay for the space in the world it occu

pies. In this practical world it is pretty generally

agreed that everybody ought to do something to

justify his existence, and that an excuse of use or

beauty ought to underly the tolerance of inanimate

things. This does not always work out in fact, un

fortunately. Folks are too often too little helpful,

and the earth is encumbered with things that are

uselessly blocking the way. That all seems a per

sonal affair, however, outside the reach of a general

edict against it. The things a man shall have in

his private life or the things that he shall do so

long as he does not interfere with others' rights,

stays outside the general interest—but how can a

student of the national welfare look over the statis

tics of unused land and, realizing its possibilities

as a source of revenue through several different

channels of possible usefulness, turn away indiffer

*nt to a situation that is really creating a national

problem? There is idle land enough, to be

sure, to have brought into existence the Single

taxer's contention that tolerating its idleness, not
to say encouraging it, is at the basis of all our eco

homic difficulties; and we are getting just now a

sufficiently positive demonstration of the effective

"ess of shutting off speculation in food supplies as

* means of bringing down the price to stir new faith

in the Singletaxers' argument that eliminating the

Possibility of speculation in land would be the power

ul move in increasing land productiveness.

CORRESPONDENCE

SOCIALIZING BUSINESS

One big development after another has followed

the people's coming into power in the National

House in this country in 1910. In 1912 the con

servative vote was only 27 per cent. of the total

vote. Then came the tariff revision downward, fol

lowed by the enactment of the Federal reserve sys

tem, the national child labor law, more and more

freedom for the people of Philippines, citizenship for

the people of Porto Rico, refusal to go buccaneering

in Mexico, the pooling of our stupendous strength

with the other free people of the world who were set

upon by military autocracies in an endeavor to hold

themselves in power, and soon is to come the en

actment of the National Food and Fuel law. What

does it mean?

This new law will mean that an effective start is

being made in a new field—the direct limitation of

excessive profits in Trade. This principle of direct

limitation of profits is now being applied in the

natural monopolies, such as the railroads and the

other public utilities, and now the system is being

extended to Trade—profiteering in Trade is to be

ended. The prohibitions in the Sherman Anti

Trust law and its amendments have not remedied

the evil, but direct limitation, through the license

system, will do it, unquestionably, hence the bitter

fight against it by Big Business. Various forms

of strategy are being resorted to, one thing being

the new section five which the Senate was induced

to accept temporarily, which the House and the

President have no intention of accepting. A really

effective system is to be installed.

In future years we shall look back upon this fight

as one of the great victories whereby the people

are recovering their civil liberty. Only a start has

as yet been made but by all means let us recognize

what it is that is taking place! And it is the ex

istence of a hard-fought war that is enabling the

people's representatives to make the advance.

GEORGE. H. SHIBLEY.

LITTLE ROCK ADOPTS THIN EDGE

OF SITE-TAX

The city council of Little Rock, Arkansas, by a

vote of twelve to two, July 30th adopted a sanitary

ordinance imposing against land-values only an in

spection fee of one mill on the assessed valuation of

all lots within the corporated limits of the city, with

a minimum fee of 50 cents per lot. No fee is charged

for buildings on or improvements to lots.

The ordinance provides that, under the general su

pervising direction of the mayor and city council,

and specific orders of the heads of the police, fire,

electrical, plumbing and health departments, their

employes shall at least twice annually inspect each

lot and see that land owners keep their lots in sani

tary and healthful condition and the fire hazard

maintained at minimum. Owners of lots under this

ordinance are required to keep weeds and brush cut,

pools, drains or holes where water may stand and

mosquitoes breed drained, earth mold under buildings

removed, electric wiring and plumbing in safe and

sanitary condition, etc.
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The revenue-producing provisions of the ordinance

are said by leading attorneys to be strictly in accord

ance with the constitution and statutory laws of the

state. The ordinance is based upon the modern

conception of justification for equitable taxation,

that of service rendered instead of the iniquitous

subterfuge of “ability to pay.”

Little Rock has therefore passed her first revenue

producing ordinance tending toward untaxing pro

ductive and distributive business and industry and

toward directly taxing the non-use and under-use

of public-produced land-values. The tendency of the

ordinance is toward increasing the purchasing power

of probably over 90 per cent of the people, stimulat

ing building, business and industry, and toward de

creasing the cost of doing business and the inexcus

ably high net cost of living.

In passing this ordinance each councilman was

previously advised by personal letter that the land

values to be taxed by the ordinance are wholly due

to the presence and activity of population, the super

vision and service of the city government, the contin

ually increasing expenditure of municipal funds,

and that this would be the only state and city tax

that cannot be ultimately shifted to consumers.

Cities and states can grow naturally only in pro

portion as they cease taxing business and industry

and take instead the land-values collectively pro

duced.

The passage of this ordinance, in spite of the slight

amount of equitably obtained revenue it will pro

duce, therefore tends to put Little Rock in a class,

economically, with such progressive cities as Hous

ton, Tex., Vancouver, B. C., Pittsburgh and Scran

ton, Pa.

It is to be hoped that the November Arkansas

State Constitutional Convention will make adequate

provision for rapidly extending the principle of home

rule in land-value taxation along the line of service

rendered, instead of on the depressingly inequitable

principle of “ability to pay,” which of course actu

ally means the ultimate shifting of the tax burden to

productive and distributive business, to industry, and

finally to consumers. Diminishing the purchasing

power of the great mass of society adversely affects

every business and is the invariable forerunner of

“hard times.” K. P. ALEXANDER.

Little Rock, Ark.

BOOKS

Franklin Spencer Spalding, Man and Bishop. By John

Howard Melish. Published by The MacMillan Company, N. Y.

1917. Price $2.25 net.

One need not be either churchman or Socialist

to read with interest and admiration the descrip

tion which this book gives of one who was both.

The son of a missionary bishop of the Protestant

Episcopal Church whose diocese covered Colorado,

Wyoming and New Mexico with its central seat at

Denver, the subject of this biography seemed

marked for the church from his earliest years.

“But” said he to his mother when showing some

hesitation about beginning theological studies, “I

can’t get over the feeling of being supported on

other people's money. The life of a clergyman is

not independent somehow!”

He entered the ministry however and became him

self a missionary bishop. He was elected in 1904

by the General Convention of the Episcopal Church,

Bishop of Utah. It was a struggling and inpecuni

ous Diocese to which he came, and he had to do his

share of begging which, even for a good cause, was

irksome to him.

But his biographer says: “The great contribu

tion which Frank Spalding made to the church is

the demonstration that an independent mind may

enter the profession of the ministry and be free to

seek the truth—religious and social, and proclaim

it, provided he is willing to pay the price of free

dom.”

His theological studies were made at the General

Theological Seminary of the Episcopal Church at

New York (which institution his biographer treats

with altogether too evident a hostile bias to be con

vincing). He was first in charge of a city church

in his father's diocese, and then headmaster of

Jarvis Hall, a church school in Denver. While in

this latter position he began to take an active in

terest in political and sociological inquiries, throw

ing himself heartily into the Bryan free-silver cam

paign of 1896.

In 1897, however, he became the rector of a large

and long established parish in Erie, Pennsylvania,

a position that his father occupied before he be

came bishop. He allied himself while there quite

definitely with the type of theological thought known

as the “Broad Church School” in the Anglican com

munion, and perhaps not quite so definitely with

that type of sociological opinion known as “Christian

Socialism.”

His trend to Socialism aroused some opposition

but it did not prevent a fairly successful pastorate

—and much manly, straightforward and truly re

ligious work was accomplished by him among both

the ‘leisure’ and “laboring classes of Erie.

His trend towards “Modernism” as it might be

called, in ecclesiastical affairs, provoked some oppo-.

sition in the House of Clerical and Lay Deputies at

the General Convention in 1904, after he had been

named by the House of Bishops as Bishop of Utah,

and it did not prevent his confirmation—the organ

of the High Church party declaring that he was

“a broad-minded Churchman” rather than a “Broad

Churchman.” His sister wrote to his mother:

“When they get Frank in the House of Bishops—

they'll have a new article—one who does not care

for rings or crosses or robes.”

Becoming bishop, he devoted himself assiduously

and devotedly to the missionary work to which he

had been called, until his death in Salt Lake City

by an automobile accident at the too early age of

forty-nine, while at the height of physical and in

tellectual vigor. He had then for a good while

formally announced himself as a convinced Marx

ian Socialist, and in addition to his work as a

Christian missionary among adventurers, working

miners, pioneers, mormons and Indians, he found

time to show his missionary spirit in another direc

tion by bringing before the rich and powerful of

his communion, his Socialistic convictions.

Notable defenses of Socialism and what he be

lieved to be the rights of Labor and the remedies

for its grievances were his address at the conse

cration of a Bishop for Western Colorado in 1908–
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his speech before the Pan-Anglican Congress in

London in the same year, and his sermon before the

General Convention of the Episcopal Church for the

United States in 1913 at the Cathedral of St. John

the Divine in New York.

Perhaps a quotation from the first of three utter

ances may fitly illustrate Bishop Spalding's intellec

tual courage and independence. Addressing his

friend newly consecrated as a missionary bishop,

he said:

“Lead us not into temptation! We are apostles

of Christ—not private chaplains to rich parishion

ers—not earnest men hampered with small and con

fining surroundings—not privates required to obey

the orders of others we are not sure of, but leaders

with no Superior save Christ the King! Go forth

then as the Bishop of Socialism, and Trade Union

ism, of Communism and Prohibition—of Ethical

Culture and New Thought—of truth held by all

men, at all times and in all places, and truth which

was only discovered yesterday!”

We have but one fault to find with the biography

of this Soldier of Humanity and Christ, of whom

the Bishop (a Singletaxer and not a Socialist) who

preached his funeral sermon said: “God grant that

we may all catch something of his spirit, that we

may carry on his work and stand for his cause in

some measure as he did!”

The “work” and the “cause” to which the speaker

referred was the great and all embracing work and

cause of furthering justice and righteousness among

men, unbounded by narrow lines of particular

theories, and it would have been well, we think if

Mr. Melish had not shown so clearly throughout the

book his contempt for the sacramental system which

Catholics and Anglican Ritualists find true and sus

taining. Bishop Spalding was not of them but

he was not intolerant about them, and would have

been the first to acknowledge that it was no love of

“man-millinery” that made and kept Dr. McGlynn

and Dr. Burtsell Catholic priests or Father Stanton

and Father Huntington “Ritualists.”

BOOKS RECEIVED

Excess Condemnation. By Robert E. Cushman.

by D. Appleton & Co., N. Y. Price $2.00 net.

The Reconstruction of Poland and The Near East. B

Herbert Adams Gibbons. Published by The Century Co., N. Y.

Price $1.00 net.

Jesus Christ in the Light of Psychology. # Dr. Stanley

# Published by Doubleday, Page & Co., N. 2 volumes.

i. a set.

How to Get Ahead. By Albert W.

Bobbs-Merrill Co., N. Y. "Price $1.25.

Published

Atwood. Published by

* * *

THE CHALLENGE OF THE TILLERS

Ye say to us, ’tis we who feed the world:

Ye give us loud enjoining of our task;

Ye scruple not the boon of boons to ask—

Our toil's allegiance to a flag unfurled.

Hear then our cry, in righteous anger hurled

Upon the easeful ones who blink and bask

Within the halls of greed, who wear the mask

Of truth, yet are as waiting adders curled:

How shall we serve if ye possess the land?

How long shall we be herded like the kine

With mete and bound and harsh dividing line?

Without the soil, what use the willing hand?

If then your words be aught but mouthings vain,

Restore our rightful heritage again!

RICHARD WARNER BORST.

Double the Circulation

of the Public this Year

These Newsdealers

Carry the Public

The list is growing rapidly and, revised

to date, it will be published, for a time, once

a month. Subscribers can obtain extra

copies at the places named and can direct

their friends there for particular issues

which they may want to read.

Boston, Mass.—Old Corner Bookstore, 27 Broomfield
Street.

Butte, Mont.—Keefe Bros., 25 West Park Street.

Baltimore, Md.—G. R. Curtis, Equitable Building.

Chicago, Ill.—A. C. McClurg & Co., Wabash Ave.;

P. O. News Co., 37 West Monroe Street; L. S

Dickey, 508 Schiller Bldg.

Cincinnati, O.—Hawley News Co., 11 Emery Arcade;

Henry Straus, 5th & Walnut Šts.

Denison, Texas.—Krattiger's Book Store.

Hutchinson, Kans,—John E. Peters.

Kansas City, Mo,—S. G. Griner, 2544 Prospect.

Los Angeles, Cal.—Globe News Co.

Marietta, Ohio.—Kelly's News & Sta. Store.

New Orleans, La.—D. H. Holmes Co.

New York City—Subway Newsstands; Brentano's,

Fifth Ave., & 27th Street; Max N. Maisel, 424

Grand Street; Rand Book _Store, 140. E. 19th

Street; Sunwise Turn, 2 East 31; Washington

Square Book Shop, 17 West 8th Street.

Pittsburg, Pa.—The Book Shop, 416 Wood Street;

F. C. Herget, 618 Smithfield St.

Salt Lake City, Utah—White House News Co.

San Francisco, Cal.—P. J. Healy, 1292 Market

Street; White & Farnsworth, 425 Montgomery

Street.

Saint Paul, Ind-B. F. Mason.

Seattle, Wash.—Archway Bookstore,

Streets.

Springfield, Mass.—F. H. Belden, Jr., 71 Firglade

Ave.

3rd & Pike

Tucumcari, New Mexico–George Roklizer.

Washington, D. C.—Ham Adams, 9th & “G” Sts.;

Woodward & Lothrop; L. R. Peiffer, 405 10th

Street, N. W.; P. T. Bailey, 11th & Eye...Sts.,

N. W.; Roland Wallace, 928 9th Street, N. W.

Double the Circulation

Of the Public this Year
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The demand for extra copies of the two

numbers of The Public containing the

article

“WhyWe Are At War”

By LOUIS F. POST

has been so great that these articles will

be reprinted in booklet form.

Write for copies to

The Joseph Fels International Commission

122 E. 37th St., New York City

s E- ex

SECOND WIND

By FREEMAN TILDEN

tells how an old professor found his soul

and his career on a farm.

All bookstores, $1.00 net

Published by

B. W. HUEBSCH, NEW YORK

FREED FROM DOGMA AND CANT

Does that seem to you the only religion worth having?

Then why not affiliate yourself with the

FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

(John Haynes Holmes, President)

now emphasizing Scientific Religion, Industrial Democracy

and International Peace as the three supreme religious

issues of the time?

Annual, membership fee, $1..., includes John, Haynes
Holmes’ great address on “The International Mind”

and eight others to follow in monthly series.

Address: George Grover Mills, Secretary, F. R. A.,

120 Boylston St., BOSTON, MASS.

SUGGESTIVE THERAPEU

LEARN TICS. A course of essentials

which may be completed at

home in 180 hours. Concise, definite and practical.

Well adapted for use by physicians.

For full particulars, address Dept. J. J., Weltmer

Institute, Nevada, Mo.

The Children Are In The War!

England forgot her children in the first two years of war. They

were wasted, neglected, exploited. Today provision for the physical

care of mothers and infants has increased, the Government has

asked for the largest addition to its education budget ever voted,

and committees are studying the training of children from a dozen

viewpoints. An official recommendation has just been made for a

compulsory national system of education for all children between

five and eighteen years of age.

What English experience shows, what the Children’s Bureau

and a score of child welfare organizations hold up as the way,

are brought into a compact graphic series of articles by Winthrop

D. Lane in the Survey for August, which will be of practical ser

vice to you in your town in fighting some things and backing up

others. You will get them by pinning a dollar (check or bill) to

your card and mailing it to

THE SURVEY
The Journal of Social Work

Room |201 112 East 19th St., New York City

Paul U. Kellogg, Editor

Edward T. Devine, Graham Taylor, Jane Addams, Associate Editors

$argent'3

#anbhook $frieg

AMERICAN PRIVATE SCH00LS, 1917

3d Edition, revised and enlarged, new features.

A Guidebook for Parents.

A Compendium for Educators.

A critical and discriminating account of the

Private Schools as they are, written without fear

or favor.

Indispensable for Parents, Educators, College

Officials interested in Secondary Education.

New Introductory Chapters: “Educational

Advance in 1916,” by Prof. R. M. Yerkes, of

Harvard University; “Choosing a Camp," by

Morton Snyder, of Newark Acadamy; “Voca

tional Guidance,” by F. C. Woodman, of Mor

ristown School.

672 pages, round corners, crimson silk cloth,

gold stamped, $2.50.

A HANDB00K OF NEW ENGLAND

Descriptive of Town and Country along the

Routes of Automobile Travel. A Humanized

Baedeker, A Year Book, a Gazetteer, a Guide

Book. The only book that presents New Eng

land as a whole.

Introductory Chapters on Geology, Flora,

Architecture, etc. Directories and Appendices.

New 1917 Edition, enlarged and improved.

900 pages, with Illustrations and Maps. Round

corners, crimson silk cloth, gold stamped, $2.5e.

Limp crimson leather, $3.oo.

PORTER E. SARGENT

50 Congress Street

Boston, Mass.

WHN BUNDS 7
The Nation needs money. Bonds extend

long after "war profits” end. They increase

all taxes, burden industry tintil and

ultimately cost $2.00 for every $1.00 raised.

They increase living costs and reduce wages.

T H E N K OR PAW

A tax on land walues only will raise yearly

$5,000,000,000, will abolish all other taxes,

force idle land into use, increase crops, boom

industry and perpetuate real prosperity.

treeF

SINGLETAXLEAGUE, Arden, Delaware, Dept. X

TAX LAND

Double the Circulation

of the Public this Year
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A Voice In The Wilderness

A New Magazine by Dr. Wm. J. Robinson

In this new magazine, the first (September) issue of which has just made

its appearance, Dr. Robinson tries to show that there are two sides even

to the war question. He tries to show that while we are at war, we are

not yet under martial law, and that all our rights and liberties, gained by

centuries of struggle, have not yet been abrogated. He tries to show that

national hysteria is a dangerous and infectious disease. And he tries to

counteract and neutralize the effects of the poison of international hatred

which is being administered to the nation daily by its press.

It is a magazine for people with enough sanity and emotional poise left

in them to be able and willing to hear the other side, to listen to a dis

senter's voice.

Published monthly, with supplements. $1.00 per annum.

ADDRESS

A VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS,

12 Mt. Morris Park W., New York.

*illlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Challenging The Government

Twelve to fifteen radical publications have been declared unmailable.

THE MASSES is the only one which has challenged the censorship in the

courts and put the Government on the defensive.

Each month we have something vitally important to say on the war.

We are going to say it and continue to say it.

We are going to fight any attempt to prevent us from saying it.

THE MASSES has proved in the last few issues that it stands the fore

most critic of militarism.

In these critical times THE MASSES is necessary for a true comprehen

sion of the war problems.

Buy THE MASSES on the newsstands until we are readmitted to the

mails.

15c. the Copy

THE MASSES PUBLISHING COMPANY

34 UNION SQUARE, EAST NEW YORK
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Everyday Working

Speed

CI Talking about typewriter speed—it is

well to remember that the mechanical

construction which allows keys to be op

erated rapidly is only part of the story.
H

H CI Any standard typewriter can be op

| erated much faster than the speediest

| typist can manipulate her fingers. The

H question of speed, therefore, resolves

H itself into how quick and how accurately

H the average operator can turn out the

different kinds of work that are required

on the same machine in the course of a

| day or a week.

H

H

H

CI The task may include making out

bills, writing cards, checks, cutting sten

cils, writing labels, tabulating work, or

filling in ruled forms.

CI The L. C. Smith & Bros. typewriter

is so constructed that quick changes can

be made from one kind of work to an

other—and back again, with a minimum

waste of time between.

Our booklet, “The Silent Smith.”

explains how all of this can be ac

complished. It will be sent for the

asking.

L. C. Smith & Bros. Typewriter Company

Factory and Home Office Syracuse, N.Y.

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||
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The Ethics of

Democracy

By Louis F. Post

Third Edition: New Introduction

The “Ethics of Democracy” is Mr.

Post's greatest book. It is a series of

optimistic essays on the natural laws of

human society, which should be read and

recommended widely.

CONTENTS: Introduction – Democ

racy; The Democratic Optimist, Individ

ual Life, Business Life, Economic Ten

dencies, Politico-Economic Principles,

Democratic Government, Patriotism; Con

clusion—The Great Order of Things.

What Reviewers Say:

Mark Twain wrote of the first edition:
“I prize it for its lucidity, its sanity and its

moderation and because I believe its gospel.”

The Globe, Boston:

A republication in a third edition of Post's

Ethics of Democracy is a literary event worth

noting.

The Citizen, Ottawa, Canada:

Louis Post's light will continue to shine for

true democracy, in the United States; and the

rest of the world has nothing to lose by keeping

in touch with the principles laid down in

The Ethics of Democracy.

The Christian Science Monitor, Boston:

The author has written a preface bringing

himself and his convictions up to date as it were;

and a very fine thinker on the ethics of democ

racy he has been and is. Monopolies, imperial

ism, protection, unearned increment, pseudo

patriotism, mock-justice, get hard blows from

him, but not in a bitter spirit. He “speaks the

truth in love.”

William L. Chenery, in the Chicago Herald:

Louis F. Post's volume of Essays in “funda

mental democracy” has now reached its third

edition. Mr. Post got his inspiration from

Henry George, but he has learned his democracy

from the life around him. The production of a

clear-sighted, brilliant leader, Ethics of Democ

racy opens a wide window for the viewing of
our common life.

Price $1.50, Postpaid

The Public '': New York

311 Broadway, N. Y. City

Branches in all Principal Cities

#|||
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122 E. 37th St.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


