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pusrmAL'E'ETTEMEN

By AVERY QUERCUS

 

ALKING, THINKING AND WRITING are

three forms of dissipation in which the world

has frittcred away its heritage of power, and

neglected the possibilities of life and development

which the carpenter of Nazareth pointed out. “He

that heareth these sayings of mine, and death them"

—not thinks about them, talks about them and

writes beautiful essays about them-“shall be

likean unto a wise man, who built his house upon

a to ."

That was the challenge with which the Straight

Edge magazine, in 1899, introduced its message to

the public, and made its retiring bow when it ceased

regular publication in i901.

For my final article of this series in Tar: Pomc, I

am digging up a few quotations from the Straight

Edge, which will show the spirit in which the en

terprise was conceived, and the ideals upon which

it has been developed.

REVIVAL OF RELIGION is what the world

A needs today—not a religious pow-wow; not

an artificial product of a protracted series of

"meetings"; not a revival of faith in the devil; not

a revival of the selfish desire to save our own

bacon; but a revival of doing unto others all things

whatsoever we would that they should do unto us;

a revival of bearing one another’s industrial bur

dens; a revival of common sense, common decency,

common justice, common humanity.

INCERITY is the sin against the unholy spirit

which cannot be forgiven. People will stand

almost anything from a man if they do not be

lieve he means it in serious sober earnest, proposes

to follow it wherever it takes him, and expects them

to do the same.

PPORTUNITIES TO WORK are what men

0 and women need, not "charity." It is the

right and the duty of every human being to

contribute to human happiness by producing useful

and beautiful things. But that right and duty have

a corollary. It is the duty of society to see that

every human being has the opportunity to produce

useful and beautiful things, and to develop the best

that is in him. And the most marvelous fact about

the constitution of the moral universe is that every

individual can develop the best that is in him with

out conflicting with the rights or the highest happi

ness of any other person. Indeed, the best that is

in every human being is brought out by loving others

a little better than he loves himself, and looking out

for the rights and the happiness of others a little

more carefully than he looks out for his own rights

and happiness.

ONEY REPRESENTS SERVICE. There is

M no such thing as "cold cash.” Every dollar

is a warm, throbbing, living product of some

bodfs toil. It is because the real significance of

money is forgotten, and we come to regard it as so

much cold metal, to be used irresponsibly by any

body who happens to have possession of it, that

money becomes the tap—root of every kind of evil.

The traflicking in human service is brutalizing and

degrading. A scrap of paper saying that I have

bought or sold my brother man has been stamped

by an indignant humanity as an infamous lic. But

a scrap of paper or a piece of metal saying that I

own my brother's service is still accepted as a sacred

truth and a vested right, and its possession is the

key which opens the way to political, social and

religious respectability.

.

AW-MAKING is a faculty which the Creator

did not delegate to human beings. Laws are

not the manoeuvres of supermen who get to

gether in an "official capacity” and string a lot of

hoary-headed phrases into a statement of the things

that people must do and mustn't do. Laws are prin

ciples of life which we can obey and be happy or

disobey and be miserable. And the so~callcd “law

making" is only our human attempts at expressing

these divinely ordained principles of life.

To label an aggregation of words a “law” doesn't

make it a law. It may be rank lawlessness, unmiti

gated anarchy, cvcn though it may have the sanc

tion of Congress, the signature of the president, and

the approval of a majority of citizens.

I. .

Real laws do not depend upon majorities.

The omnipotence of a small and unanimous minority

was one of the most striking truths taught by the

philosopher of Nazareth.

.

T WILL PAY YOU to keep in touch with an

 

enterprise which, after 18 years of hand-to-hand

struggle with real conditions, is not afraid to

reaffirm such sentiments as these. \Vritc me at

100 Lawrence Street, New York, and let me intro

duce you to some real coplc, who will welcome

your coipcration in their project of building “a

working model of an ideal industrial common

wealth.”

DB. ram URL!!! of the New York Globe will to the prlgoigslhszeaker at the annual meeting of founders and

0Friends of the Straight Edge Industrial Settlement, to 13:1

Christian Association on Saturday evening, larch 81

he auditorium of tho 88rd Street Young Ken's

Any reader of tho Publio who would like to attend

this meeting can obtain tickets by applying at once to the General Committee, Edwin D. Whooloek, Chairman, 100

Lawrence Street, New York Oity.
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Editorial

There may be worse things than war, but

one of them is not a temporary stoppage of

ocean commerce or travel. Far worse than

that are the attacks on Americans made

through such proposed legislation as the

“spy” bill and compulsory military service.

i It *

War’s encroachment upon liberty and de

mocracy becomes daily more evident. At

tempts have been made in this and other

countries to direct political affairs through a

combination of newspapers. An effort was

made by one ovvner of a chain of papers to

have himself elected President. But all of

these efforts have failed. And the North

clifi’e press of England failed in its attempt

to capture the Government as long as the

nation was at peace. But in the abnormal

conditions induced by war this combination

of newspapers have succeeded in driving man

after man from office, bringing about con

scription, and finally overturning the gov

ernment itself. The point is not that Lord

Northclifl'e has enormous power through his

chain of papers, but that that power, which

was harmless and ineffectual during times of

peace, become irresistible in time of war.

t i i

The action of the Council of National De

fense in having Secretary Baker call upon

the Chamber of Commerce of the United

States to aid army quartermasters in secur

ing supplies at reasonable prices raises the

query as to whether the criticism of Secretary

Daniels is due to the fact that he cannot box

the compass, or that he can box the ears of

greedy contractors. When Secretary Daniels

protests against a bid of $42,195.92 for steel

castings that the Government plant when

equipped with another furnace can make for

$18,592.28—a difference greater than the

cost of the furnace to be installed—he is met

with flippant criticism. It will be interesting

to see what these critics will say about the

Council of National Defence. Perhaps Henry

Ford made his greatest contribution to peace

when he offered his plant to the service of the

Government without profit.

i i 0

Ten righteous men might have saved

Sodom. So there is still hope for the United

States Senate. It contains ten men who

stood firm in refusal to betray the American

people by voting for the Overman “spy” bill.

The roll of honor consists of La Follette of

Wisconsin, Lane of Oregon, Borah of Idaho,

Cummins of Iowa, Gronna of North Dakota,

Kenyon of Iowa, Lee of Maryland, Norris

of Nebraska, Vardaman of Mississippi, and

Works of California.

# t i

The war that was declared by the editors

of The New Republic in a special one-page

supplement did not come off as scheduled;

and the editors are explaining three weeks

later that “in the fortnight or more following

the break with Germany events have not hap

pened as most people anticipated." This

seems a pity; for it was such a brave

little one-page supplement. It spoke with

such confidence. It shirked no respon

sibility. Without a quaver of fear or a

suspicion of hesitation it committed the coun

try to a course that involved the possible de

struction of millions of human lives and

billions of dollars’ worth of property. Though

the supplement was only 200 words long it

severed diplomatic relations with Germany,

seized German ships in American harbors,

mobilized the navy, assembled an anti-sub

marine fleet, armed merchant vessels, and set

in motion plans for financial and economic
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assistance to the Allies. Most editors are

content merely to declare war, but here was

a whole program ready at hand, with nothing

left for the President and Congress to do but

follow specific directions. It really seems al

most pathetic to think that “events have not

happened as most people anticipated.” Of

such are the disappointments of journalism.

t i i

In opposing a referendum before a declara

tion of war The New Republic says that on

most of the points involved “the answer is

not yes or no but a course of action with

many ramifications of detail.” That looks

like an evasion of the issue. Whatever rami

fications of detail may be involved, the ques

tion of war can be properly answered with

yes or no. A negative answer means that

no matter how the alleged cause of dispute

may be settled, there must be no war con

cerning it. The “ramifications of detail”

must then be so managed as to avoid war.

The New Republic objects furthermore that

a referendum would be preceded by a furious

campaign with representatives of both sides

stumping the country. But is not that to be

preferred to a war which the people do not

favor? And if the objection be valid as

against a referendum, it applies with far

greater force against war under any circum

stances. If we cannot learn how the people

feel on such an issue then it must be wrong

even to consider the sacrificing of their lives

and property. A mistake made under such

conditions may be tolerated only if it be on

the safe side.

# 1k *

The New York Times objects to peace

agitation on the ground that the Pacifists

“are stiffening the back of Germany” and

“convincing her that the American people are

not united in support of the Government.”

This can only mean that but for peace

agitation Germany might or would be ter

rorized into peace. Yet every European

belligerent claims to be fighting for peace,

and argues that it is only by overcoming

its opponent that peace may be main

tained. So far that method has proved

a colossal failure. American Pacifists are

trying to prevent the United States from re

peating the European blunder. They are

wise enough to learn from the experience of

others. Why cannot the Times do the same?

A jingo committee composed entirely of

tories or men inclined that way, is trying to

counteract the effective work of the peace 0r

ganization by urging citizens to tell their con

gressmen that they want war. The committee

hopes thus to give Congress the impression

that a declaration of war would be in accord

ance with popular desires. But the wise

Congressman will ask why this committee

does not endorse the suggestion of a refer

endum, if it is so sure that the people favor

war. And the conclusion would be justified

that this committee wants 'war, regardless of

what the people want, on noting among its

members, ex-President William H. Taft, ex

Senator Elihu Root, Martin W. Littleton,

Joseph H. Choate, Alton B. Parker and

others who have hitherto shown little regard

for the doctrine that the popular will should

be consulted in matters of importance.

. O 0

It would seem as though the war is to re

sult in our undoing by a means we little ex

pected. Our eXports since the beginning of

the war have amounted to $10,500,000,000,

which, since our imports amounted to only

$5,000,000,000, leaves a balance in our favor

of $5,500,000,000. But only $900,000,000 of

this balance came to us in gold; the remain

der was devoted to buying our own indebted

ness abroad. It is estimated by financiers

that by the time the war ends we shall be

entirely out of Europe’s debt, and become

ourselves a creditor nation. But when we

become a creditor nation, and our dividends

begin coming in, our imports will exceed our

exports, as England’s trade with Ireland and

India always shows an excess of imports.

What will the protectionists who have point

ed to our excess of exports as an evidence of

prosperity do then?

It 1'

Houston, Texas, maintains its record as

a leader among the nation’s progressive cities

by choosing for Mayor Joseph J. Pastoriza,

who has served three terms as Tax Commis

sioner. Mr. Pastoriza has made Houston

famous by instituting advanced methods of

raising revenue in spite of an antiquated

State constitution. Not even the mandate

of a court could interfere for any length of

time with operation of his reforms. The

unworkable general property tax required

by the Texas constitution has been abolished

so far as Houston is concerned. There the

assessor distinguishes between land values

1..
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and labor values, exempting much of the lat

ter, assessing the rest at a lower figure than

its real value and assessing land values at

their proper figure. The Houston voters

have hitherto shown their approval of this

system, and appreciation of Pastoriza’s ser

vices by reelecting him as Tax Commissioner,

whenever there was occasion for such action.

And now they have decided to put him at

the head of the city government. The Demo

cratic primary was held on February 23.

For the first time in Houston the preferen—

tial system was used. Under this system

the successful candidates must be the pref

erence of a clean majority of the voters.

There were three candidates besides Pastor

iza. He had moreover the bitter opposition

of plutocratic interests. His campaign was

made upon his record and he was triumph

antly nominated by an overwhelming ma

jority. The nomination is equivalent to elec

tion. Houston has done itself honor.

Food Riots.

The difference between a thrill of excite

ment that passes harmlessly through a

crowd, and a panic that drives it headlong to

destruction may be so slight that a cry or

movement of a single individual will be suf

ficient to turn excitement into disaster. The

crowd may pass many times on the very

verge of a panic, and nothing be thought of

it; but the one time that it oversteps the line

arrests universal attention.

The New York women who lost control of

themselves and set to destroying the stock of

dealers who were asking prices they could

not pay were not suffering perceptibly more

from hunger than they had been the day be

fore, when they were orderly, and paid the

prices grudgingly. But the long continued

strain had worn down their nerves until a

word from some self-appointed leader caused

them to break. The thing that should hold

the attention of those who would mend pres

ent conditions is not that onions sold for 18

cents a pound, or cabbage for 23 cents a head,

but that in spite of the fact of so-called pros

perity and wage increases the cost of living

has advanced faster than the rise of wages.

Nor is there anything in present plans to

indicate that this tendency will not continue

till the least productive labor reaches the

point of bare subsistence. Skilled labor and

organized labor are able to push ahead and

so escape the sharpest pinch; but the un

skilled labor, and labor wholly or partially

unorganized, feels the full force of the pres

sure. The war has emphasized this condi

tion, and has, as it were, brought it to a

head; but it is not the cause of the disparity

between wages and the cost of living.

The cause, as all real economists are

aware, lies in statutory laws that run counter

to nature’s laws. And there will be no per

manent relief until the law-making power,

both among representatives and among peo

ple, has sufficient enlightenment to restore

harmony. At the very time East Side women

in New York were mobbing push carts be

cause of high prices there was a display in

a building on Fifth avenue, opposite Madison

Square, and on the street floor of the build

ing, an elaborate system of placards showing

why the cost of living is high; but though

halls be jammed with angry protestants

against the high cost of living, men and

women who have labored so hard to prepare

the exhibit of the causes have difficulty in

getting people to give it a personal inspec

tion. »

All economists know that land value is

created by society as a whole, and they know

that this value must be paid annually by the

community. If this value be allowed to go

into private hands the government will be

compelled to tax labor products to get its

necessary revenue; and this double burden

tends to depress business, and keep down

wages and profits. What industry pays the

government in taxes it gets back in service;

but what industry pays for the use of the

natural elements is pure waste. When people

are sufficiently intelligent to lay the cost of

government—which we must have—upon

land values, industry will be freed of half its

burden. Then greater production, through

science and invention, will mean higher

wages and lower prices.

The only thing that stands between hungry

children and plenty is the ignorance that

supports present tax laws. All classes are

responsible; but those in high places who

have the attention of the people bear a double

responsibility. 8. c.

A Warning to Be Headed.

It has long been contended by radicals that

militarist and jingo movements have for their

main object the perpetuation of economic
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wrong. The evidence in favor of this view is

positive enough, but added weight is given

by the testimony of so conservative, but none

the-less public-spirited a citizen as Oswald

Garrison Villard, publisher of the staid and

respectable New York Evening Post. In a

public address on February 18 Mr. Villard

gave the result of his observations as follows:

I have too much proof of people who give large

checks to the preparedness and universal service

movements on the ground that this will lead to the

suppression of the coming social revolution, for me

to have any doubt that that is one of the main factors

behind the agitation.

Such a statement publicly made by a citi

zen of Mr. Villard’s standing may be safely

accepted as beyond questioning. It required

moral courage and considerable breadth of

mind on his part to so express himself. The

general tendency of the Evening Post would

surely not lead one to place him among those

who would regret the stoppageof a social

revolution by proper methods;

The warning from such a source should

be enough to bid those pause, who, through

genuine fear of a foreign enemy, have been

drawn into endorsement of the plans of less

unselfish preparedness schemers. s. D.

More Senatorial Treason.

If conspirators against American liberty

had deliberately set about to create a situ

ation favorable to their plans they could have

hit upon nothing more effective than the

present agitation for war and preparedness.

Under the influence of a hysterical fear, much

of which may be artificial, Congressmen and

Senators are ready to vote to send citizens

into military slavery, to oppress others with

burdensome taxes, to bond future genera

tions, and to put an end to all freedom of

speech and of the press. The measure that

caps the climax is Senator Overman’s bill, al

leged to be against espionage, which passed

the Senate on February 21 by the vote of 60

to 10.

The iniquitous and dangerous features of

this bill are made clear in the following pro

test presented by the American Union

Against Militarism:

(1). How shall an American citizen know, un

der this so-called “spy” bill, what is the information

to which he is “lawfully entitled"? (S. 8148, chap. I,

sec. 1). So serious a matter calls for more care

ful definition and cannot be left to a chance order of

some official.

(2). Has not a citizen the right to seek in

formation regarding the state of the national de

fence? This bill (S. 8148, chap. 1, secs. 1 and 6),

makes it a crime to seek such information, even in

time of peace.

(3). Has not a citizen 9. right, and at times a

patriotic duty, to criticise the management of mili

tary and naval affairs? This question is raised by

Chap. I, sec. 3, of the Overman bill, which penalizes

by life imprisonment. “Whoever, in time of war,

shall by any means or in any manner, spread or make

reports or statements or convey information, with

intent to cause disafi'ection in or to interfere with

the operations, or success of the military or naval

forces of the United States.”

A statute as sweeping as this would have out

lawed the activities of the Anti-Imperialist League

during the Spanish War. It could have been used

summarily against the newspapers which exposed the

“embalmed beef” scandal. It would make unlawful

such criticism as that which has resulted in a change

in the British Cabinet. It could be used as a net to

gather in all who criticised the management of the

war by the military authorities. Anything, in short,

which might be construed as causing disaffection in

the army or navy, or as hampering the military au

thorities, may be punished by life imprisonment—and

by a fine of $10,000.

Surely it is in the power of Congress to frame a

bill which will afford adequate protection against

spying, without denying to innocent citizens the com

mon privilege of democracy.

If the only purpose of this bill were pre

vention of spying, it would not have been so

framed as to make it a worse menace to

American institutions than any number of

hostile foreign spies. If enacted into law any

citizen who exposes corruption in the army

or navy will do so at his peril. So also will a

citizen who calls attention to any public dan

ger in time of war, who urges reforms that

may be badly needed, who opposes measures

against the public interest, or urges discus

sion of matters that should be discussed. Yet

the Senate voted down every proposed

amendment which aimed to eliminate these

dangerous features from the bill. The pass

age of it furnishes material for some writer

to add another chapter to the late David Gra

ham Phillips' “The Treason of the Senate.”

8. D.

Free Speech in Porto Rico.

0n information received from Santiago

Iglesias, representative in Porto Rico of the

American Federation of Labor, Mr. John

Murray, Washington correspondent of the

New York Call, sent a dispatch to that paper

which appeared in its issue of January 7 in

part as follows:

BoliVar Ochart, sentenced to two years' imprison

ment; Eloy Franquis, sent to jail for one year;
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Nicodemes Rivera, organizer of the A. F. of L., jailed

for six months; Eduvigis Caban, imprisoned for one

year; Felix Colberg, jailed for six months: so reads

the list of martyrs to Porto Rican freedom that

Governor Yager and Attorney General Kern have

just thrust into the island prisons for daring to

make open protest against the passage of the Jones

bill in Congress. . . .

The only accusations made against the imprisoned

men were that they had “slandered” Governor

Yager and Attorney General Kern, calling them

“despots” for having recommended to the military

government of Porto Rico at Washington that the

Jones bill be passed, with its clauses taking away

from 160,000 Porto Ricans the right to vote.

The imprisoned men were arrested after address

ing public meetings in the public plazas of Fajardo,

Juncos, Arecibo, Anasco and San Juan, in the island

of Porto Rico.

Commenting on this THE PUBLIC stated on

page 52 of the issue of January 19:

The news comes from Porto Rico that three men

have been sentenced to prison in San Juan who pub

licly protested against the provision in the pending

Porto Rican government bill disfranchising the great

majority of the island’s voters. The technical charge

against these men is based on a reference to Gov

ernor Yager and Attorney General Kern as

"despots." And these officials were not big enough

to refrain from vindicating their offended dignity.

American rule seems a very good thing for Latin na

tions to the south to avoid.

The New York Evening Post took note of

this statement and also published a comment.

As a result Secretary of War Newton D.

Baker sent the Evening Post’s comment to

Governor Yager with a request for informa

tion. The Governor’s answer was:

Referring to cablegram from your office of 5th

inst, I do not know what cases the Evening Post '

refers to. As far is I can learn, no person has re

cently, or at any time, been sent to jail in San Juan

or elsewhere in Porto Rico “for the crime of speak

ing of Governor Yager or Attorney General Kern

as ‘despots.’ " I have never ordered the prosecution

of any person, and no person has ever been convicted

and punished, for applying the epithet mentioned or

other epithets to the governor or heads of depart

ments; in fact, our supreme court has held that the

application to the governor or other officials of even

the most opprobrious epithets by public speakers is

not a common-law ofl’ense. See Porto Rico Reports,

Vol. 21, page 153; Vol. 23, page 106. If the news

paper could furnish me the names of the men said to

be imprisoned, I could get all the details and give

complete information. I am confident that the Even

ing Post has been completely misinformed and hope

will publish correction in its editorial columns.

YAGER.

With all due respect to Governor Yager his

disavowal is not all that it should be. To

speak disrespectfully of public officials is not

an offense under the law in other places than

Porto Rico, but speakers have been

prosecuted nevertheless. It is but three

years since Patrick Quinlan was sentenced to

seven years in the New Jersey Penitentiary.

He had spoken disrespectfully of a city of

ficial of Paterson. It is no crime under New

Jersey law to do this, so Quinlan was pros

ecuted on the technical charge of “inciting to

riot.” And he actually served two years of

his sentence. Quinlan’s case is but one of

a number of examples. It does not follow

that the Porto Rican cases were similar,

but it is possible. To clear up the matter

THE PUBLIC wrote to Governor Yager, giving

him the information contained in Mr. Mur

ray’s dispatch and stating further:

We note your denial of the charge that the men

were or could have been convicted for slandering

you, but we have observed some cases nearer home

where public speakers were prosecuted on some tech

nical charge when the real object of the prosecution

was to punish them for expression of an offensive

opinion. It has seemed possible that you had over

looked such a view of the case in your denial, so

we would ask whether the fact that these men made

public speeches or whether anything said by them

was used to secure conviction on whatever the tech

nical charge against them may have been.

THE PUBLIC has commented unfavorably on the

affair, holding it to be an efiort to interfere with

free speech. If we were wrong we would like very

much to know it and make the necessary correction.

A copy of the letter was sent to Secretary

Baker, and also to Justicia, the labor organ

of San Juan, of which Mr. Iglesias is editor.

Governor Yager’s reply is awaited.

S. D.

Inconsistent Protection.

Those protectionists who claim that the

present price of sugar is due to the war, and

that the tarifi’ has nothing to do with it, will

have an opportunity to use some of their

Alice-in-Wonderland logic in explaining the

bill now before the House of Representatives

for the government of the Danish West

Indies. Articles grown, produced, and manu

factured in the islands are to be admitted to

this country free. But sugar, the most im

portant agricultural crop of the islands, is to

be subject to an export duty of $8.00 a ton.

It would appear to people who depend up

on ordinary logic that when there is a tariff

netting home producers protection of one

cent a pound, and when New York refiners

are selling sugar one cent a pound less for ex

port than for home consumption, that Amer
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ican producers received an extra cent a

pound because of the tariff. It is evident

that this is the view taken by Congress. For

if the sugar growers in the Danish West

Indies do not receive more for their sugar

now that they are inside our tariff wall, it

would be grossly unjust to tax them four

tenths of a cent a pound on what they raise.

Nor if the protectionist’s contention that

the tariff does not advance the price be true,

is it quite clear that they have not been dis

criminated against. For if the growers re

ceive the same price as before, the tax of four

tenths of a cent a pound is a tax not borne by

other natives. And even if the growers do

receive one cent a pound more for their

sugar inside than they did outside our tariff

wall, the fact that the Government takes four

tenths of the cent is discrimination against

the Danish West Indians, as compared with

the people of Hawaii and the Philippines,

who are not subject to the export tax. Since

a protective tariff cannot be honest, it might

at least have the single virtue of consistency.

S. C.

Lead Corporations Not lnto Temptation.

Given a great manufacturing plant with

a large amount of waste for the dump, and

given a nearby shallow lake with marshy

shores, add the fact that the lake though

within the corporate limits of a large city

has so few people about it that for many

years the public takes no interest in it, and

there is a situation that tempts to land grab

bing.

The town of Pullman, owned and con

trolled by the Pullman Sleeping Car Com

pany, is situated near Lake Calumet in the

south end of Chicago. The lake is too shal

low for navigation, and there has not here

tofore been sufficient demand for land in that

section to warrant filling in the wide marshy

border. But the rapid growth of Chicago

has extended demand for land till it has sur

rounded Lake Calumet. Then sprang into

being plans to dredge the lake for harbor

purposes and use the material to raise the

marsh land.

One would have thought this a simple mat

ter, for while the shore of the lake was in

private hands the lake itself belonged to the

public. But no sooner did it appear that the

dry land about this deep harbor would have

great value than there was a rapid exten

sion of boundaries by the shore owners.

They were aided in this by the fact that the

waters of the lake had subsided somewhat

from what they were when surveyed, so that

it was difficult to say just where the shore

line ran in the marshy ground.

The problem was still further complicated

by the fact that some of the owners of shore

property had taken the liberty of filling in

their marshy front. Among these were the

Pullman Company. The dump was right at

its door, and every bit of waste made the

maximum showing. Consequently, when ne

gotiations were begun between the city and

the owners to adjust their interests it was

found that the Pullman Company laid claim

to all the filled-in part of the lake. It was

not known, indeed, just what had been filled

in until the recent borings demonstrated

which was made and which was natural land.

This is what has obstructed the improve

ment for several years. The struggle has

been in the City Council and in the State

Legislature. One faction sides with the

Company, and the other with the public, ac

cording as they are plutocratically or demo

cratically inclined.

All this confusion and working at cross

purposes might have been avoided had there

been from the beginning a sound system of

taxation in Illinois. Had the people of that

State taken for the support of their govern

ment the annual value they themselves had

conferred upon the land, the shore owners of

Lake Calumet would have had no object in

pushing their line into the lake. Had

the land value created by the public been

taken for the use of the public as created,

the Pullman Company, or any other company

could have filled in marsh lands with their

waste without being subjected to the over

mastering temptation to defraud the public.

But so long as the citizens permit land values

to be taken by private individuals and cor

porations, laws and officials will be unable

to cope with such cases as the Calumet lake

landowners. S. C.

i t I

Nothing is plainer than that sympathy with war

is a juvenile and temporary stew—Ralph Waldo

Emerson.

Q i t

Truth will never reveal her beauteous charms unto

him who seeks a private end as against the common

Weal. Never to him will she appear in whom the

love of ease accepts whatever tradition or dogma,

spoken in an age of superstition, has to say—LAURIE

J. QUINBY.
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“Fax Romana” and “Pax Economica.”

By Henri Lambert of Charleroi, Belgium.

In a book which appeared in 1915, on

“Pacifist Illusions,” a Cambridge scholar, Mr.

G. G. Coulton, dilates on the evils of the Pax

Romana “with so much emphasis that, as

has, I think, been stated elsewhere, it is not

easy to distinguish his doctrine from sheer

“Treitschkeism.” After having stated that

the three centuries of that Imperial Peace

were a period of general decline in economic,

moral, artistic, social and political matters,

the author nevertheless comes near conclud

ing that war is necessary for the preserva

tion of civilization. Such a state of mind

and such conclusions are neither comforting

nor reassuring. But we may perhaps better

consider them as being one more sign of the

failure of the philosophy of the scholars who

lose sight of the economic fundamentals of

individual and national life.

I should like to call attention to the fol

lowing facts, which Mr. G. G. Coulton has

overlooked—firstly, that the Roman civiliza

tion was, to a great extent, based on slavery

and on the exploitation of colonial popula

tions; secondly, that war and governing of

the Empire were the only activities, or “in

dustries” of most of the members of the

Roman upper-classes; thirdly (and conse

quently), that during the suspension of war

—or rather the “permanence” of peace

which brought about the stoppage of a great

part of the political activity, too great a num

ber of the patricians and of the rich had

little to think about and to do except satis

fying their well known propensity to vice,

thus also setting a bad example to corruption

and laziness to the humbler classes of citi

zens, and even to the slaves.

Now, laziness and corruption do not only

affect and finally ruin, economic and social

order, but also science, literature, arts and

politics. And such has been, most likely, the

main and true reason of the general retro

gression which marked the Pax Romana and

caused the failure of this protracted period

of peace in the process of civilization.

Is there in all that any compelling reason

or even any reason at all for predicting a

similar failure of any lasting peace in any

country and under any circumstances? The

only reasonable conclusion to be drawn from

the example of the Pax Romana is evidently

that permanent peace cannot bring about

continued progress of civilization, if not sur

rounded by adequate conditic’! in the eco

nomic, social and political inner life of na

tions.

A good while ago Montesqueiu warned us

that “i1 faut aux dimocraties des classes di

vigeantes éclaircés et vertuenses.” This

may be particularly true in time of peace.

But leading classes cannot be enlightened or

virtuous unless they are industrious. There

fore it is most necessary for our modern

democracies, in view of a lasting peace, to

be organized in such a way that their lead

ing classes will not possess any privileges

or monopolies (such as were expressed by

Roman slavery and colonial exploitation),

enabling them to secure too easy a life, to the

detriment of the lower classes—a life which

after all could only be “otium cum indignit

ate.” Leisure, of course, is the main human

aim but it can only exert an intellectualizing

and moralizing influence if it be the reward

of ease acquired by honest and assiduous

labor.

Under the present state of things there ex

ists in all our “civilized countries,” more than

one law conferring upon the possessing class

(which is and usually should be the most

numerous among the leading classes) very

efficient privileges and monopolies favoring

their easy enrichment, and causing their in

tellectual and moral retrogression. Be it

said parenthetically that the exposure of

these laws and their suppression or entire

transformation would very probably solve

the whole social question. At present, how

ever, I intend to mention but one of these

legal yet nefarious privileges—namely Pro

tectionism, through tariffs, which ought

to be called Trade Preventionism, a sys

tem which, in most countries of the world,

contributes powerfully to the constant

and easy enrichment of the richer, and to the

impoverishment of the poorer classes. That

is to say, it makes the general degradation of

the individuals. Under the protectionist

system the possessing class will be more and

more corrupt and intellectually lowered, the

democracies will never have their necessary

enlightened and virtuous leading class (at

least sufficiently numerous) and they will

never know progress, order and social peace.

If, moreover, we realize that the protectionist

system (chiefly in colonies) has become the

main cause of the antagonism of nations in

our times, we must conclude that under this

system democracies will never know inter
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national peace. It breeds revolution and

war—or war followed by revolution. Under

the protectionist regime, the evils of the Pax

Romans. would not threaten nations, for this

one reason—that no "Pax" of any kind is

possible.

On the other hand, and judging first from

the economic, social and national point of

view, free trade, being free competition, not

only brings about cheaper and better life for

the masses and for the consumers in general

but also compels the richer classes to more as

siduous labor, to a more serious life and thus

keeps or raises them to the necessary moral

and intellectual level. Judging now from the

international point of view, free trade, which

means equality of economic opportunities and

causes development of common economic in

terests and aims of realistic and sound re

lations, between men of different nations, is

incontestably the most natural and efficient

maker of international good-will and peace.

May we not conclude that for modern

democracies, free trade is the fundamental

condition of a peace at once lasting and prof

itable to civilization, and that therefore in

our age a permanent and beneficent peace

must indeed be something very different from

the Pax Romana, based on economic privi

leges, monopolies and military power—name

ly: a “Pax Economica,” based on economic

liberty, equality and co-operation of classes

and nations, and backed by the force of

justice.

The New Imperialism.

By Frederic C. Howe.

Commissioner of Immigration at the Port of New York.

In a previous article I described the be

ginnings of the imperialism of finance in

America: the surplus wealth which has ac

cumulated as the result of the European War

and with it the activities of bankers and con

cession seekers and the menace of over-seas

finance to the peace and security of the coun

try. The history of fifty years of European

diplomacy and conflict confirms this appre

hension. It is history written in blood all

over the earth’s surface, whether in North

ern Africa, in India, Persia, Turkey or the

Orient. It is the hidden history of the activi

ties of the great powers now in a death grap

ple in Europe. For back of the other causes

of the present European War, and more

largely responsible for it than any other sin

gle cause, is the activity of the financial and

privileged interests of the warring powers

which came into conflict especially about the

Mediterranean, in Africa and in the undevel

oped places on the earth’s surface.

But financial imperialism and dollar diplo

macy is not alone a menace to our peaceful

relations with the outside world. It is a

menace to our internal life as well. It is a

menace to the farmer, the business man, the

manufacturer, and most of all to the worker

and producers of wealth. For the export of

capital means that the money of America will

be invested in other countries. If we export

capital, we have less of it at home. If the

deposits in our banks are used in China,

South America and Europe, they cannot be

used in this country. And over-seas finance

may easily be carried so far that it will starve

America. It has already stopped railroad

building. Scarcely a dollar of new money

has been invested in railroads in two years

time. Railway owners say that this is due to

regulation. As a matter of fact it is due to

the colossal profits being made from the man

ufacture of munitions and the financing of

over-seas loans. For while our railroads

have been denied money for needed improve

ments, two and a quarter billions of dollars

have been loaned to foreign countries. And

the movement is scarcely begun. It is stated

that the warring countries in Europe will

need five billion dollars when the war is over

for reconstruction purposes. Possibly half as

much more will be needed for the develop

ment of the rest of the world. And the

United States is the only country to which

the borrowing countries can come. For we

alone have money to lend.

The export of capital to these countries

may easily stifle industrial and agricultural

development in the United States whose re

sources and possibilities are demanding bil

lions of dollars for immediate necessities.

The explanation for the export of capital

is the higher returns to be obtained abroad.

Interest rates in this country are falling. As

a result of the Federal Reserve act and the

accumulation of capital they have been re

duced from thirty to fifty per cent. during the

past three years. In addition, the Comp

troller of the Currency has been waging war

on usury. To-day good commercial paper

yields but four or four and a half per cent.

interest, while over-seas loans, with the con

cess1ons which accompany them, frequently

return 20 per cent. These are the internal

forces that are driving high finance into

financial imperialism.
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As a consequence, the money of the Amer

ican people, deposited all over the country in

thousands of banks, is being lured to Wall

street and by Wall street is being invested

abroad, while railroads, industry and agricul

ture are suffering for want of development

and expansion. And high finance is justify

ing its activities by insisting that we have so

much surplus wealth that a portion of it can

be loaned to other countries.

No greater absurdity was ever uttered than

that surplus wealth existed in America. Our

railroads need billions only to meet present

needs. There was a shortage of 175,000 cars

in November. Inadequate terminals are

glutted with freight. The price of coal in

some sections reached famine prices. Many

industries and even towns were compelled to

cease work because of inadequate transporta

tion facilities. Billions more are needed for

railway extensions, for the development of

new territory, while other billions can be

used in water power development, in the

opening up of mining resources and in the

development of agriculture.

The possibilities of America have scarcely

been scratched. The surplus wealth which

belongs to all the people should be used for

the benefit of all the people. There can be

no such thing as surplus wealth when millions

of persons are living in slums and tenements,

or in the wretched hovels of our mining

camps. There can be no surplus wealth so

long as the standard of living of half our

population is just above the poverty line. It

is an insult to our intelligence to talk of sur

plus wealth in America when millions and

millions of persons are in want for the ne

cessities of life, and millions more are in

need of common luxuries.

Not only is high finance interested in main

taining interest rates in the United States, it

fears to invest the accumulated surplus in

new industries because such investment

would compete with the industries which

Wall street already owns. New investments

in transportation or in any one of the great

industries would mean competition with the

trusts. Competition would mean surplus

production. Surplus production would mean

an impairment of monopoly control and with

it a cheapening in prices. If the credit re

sources of America were used at home, not

only would interest rates fall but the cost of

livmg as well. This is a second internal m0

tive driving high finance into financial im

perialism.

. And despite the Federal Reserve act, there

is a money monopoly in the United States.

The credit resources of the nation are under

 

the control of Wall street. The Pujo Inves

tigating Committee in 1913 showed that a

half dozen banks in New York, with ramifica

tions all over the country-controlled other

banks and trust companies through owner

ship, agreements, favors and fear. They

were able to command billions of credit

through the opportunities of profitable in

vestment which they laid before the directors

and stockholders of inland banks. And the

money monopoly also controls the railroads,

mines and great industries of the country.

They are able to make or break railroads or

industrial concerns, and they have it in their

power to divert our money into distant parts

where more money is to be made in the ex

ploitation of weaker countries than at home.

High finance has completed the cycle. First

monopoly in this country, and with it a con

trol of our cities and states, and now having

exploited America it turns to foreign parts

to continue the same process of exploitation.

Having rendered America prostrate through

a merger of politics and privilege, those who

own our resources are turning their energies

toward the creation of a similar merger be

tween the Federal Government and their

over-seas activities for the purpose of ex

panding their power out into the world at

large. The consummation of such a program

is a menace to the peace of America. It is an

even greater menace to the internal develop

ment of the country as well.

FROM“CAPITAL TO LABOR.

A Really Open Letter.

Dear Worked People :

Turn the other cheek to us when you are

smitten—that’s the only cheek needed from

you or your Delegates. “Cannon Fodder"

is what you were created for so don’t break

the peace; we don’t want to hear anything

about your standards of living. All the

luxuries are the exclusive perquisites of the

non-working members of Society. Now

don’t forget this.

You are a proletariat, and your portion is

to be industrious and to be kicked, and yet

to smile. We, the Directors of Industry

representing monopoly, do not expect you to

enjoy your work. We will attend to that, we

are the upper classes, so don’t you be uppish.

We do not object to your Socialism—in

fact we intend to be a father to you. Since

you have been fathers yourselves, and have

spanked your children, you will understand

this hint.

BOLTON HALL.
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NEWS OF THE WEEK
Week Ending February 27.

Fighting High Food Prices.

Food riots in New York, Philadelphia and

other cities were results during the past week

of the steadily increasing cost of food. In

New York, on February 20, a crowd

of women, estimated at 300, marched to the

City Hall to demand of Mayor Mitchel some

action on the food question. Many of them

brought their children with them. The

Mayor, however, was not at the City Hall at

the time but was at a luncheon at the Hotel

Astor. A committee of five of the women

was allowed to enter, but soon learned that

the Mayor would not return. On announcing

the failure of their errand the crowd outside

became frantic. Thereupon the police ar

rested some which only caused the disorder

to increase. Finally at Police Lieutenant

Kennel’s promise that the Mayor would re

ceive a committee the next day the crowd

dispersed. In accordance with this promise

a delegation of women was admitted to the

Mayor’s presence on the following day. He

promised to do all in his power to relieve the

' situation. He has since conferred with vari

ous officials and with George W. Perkins re

garding the situation but no action has yet

been taken that promises results. On Feb

ruary 24 another crowd of women marched

to the Waldorf-Astoria where Governor

Whitman was thought to be stopping and a

demonstration was made there. The Gov

ernor, however, was at the St. Regis where

he later received a committee representing

the Mothers' Anti-High-Price League. The

committee told him of the distress prevailing

among the poor. The Governor expressed

the opinion that these stories were exagger

ated. He was told that Mayor Mitchel had

promised that if given power by the legisla

ture the city would buy food in quantities

to sell to consumers and he was asked to urge

passage of emergency legislation to this ef

fect. To this he gave no positive reply.

l *

Demonstrations by women in Philadelphia

on February 20 against high food prices

brought on a riot, according to press ac

counts. A report that the police were about

to fire on the women taking part in the dem

onstration brought a number of men to the

scene in their defense with the result that a

fight with the police began and one man was

killed and nine others injured.

1 i

The High Cost of Living Commission ap

pointed by Governor McCall of Massachu

setts reported on February 21. The majority

report, signed by Robert Luce, Melvin T.

Copeland, James J. Storrow and Edward F.

McSweeney, declares the causes of high food

prices to be shortage in crops of last year,

abnormal buying by manufacturers and the

public on account of prosperity, pressure of

population on natural resources and in

creased gold supply. It recommended the

budget plan to bring down cost of govern

ment, drainage of swamp lands to increase

production, popularization of fish for food

purposes, extension of trolleys as freight car

riers throughout the State, substitution of

milk for meat and eggs as food, co-operation

in food-buying and a commission to educate

the people on economy in food matters. A

minority report by another member, Francis

X. Tyrell, urged an embargo on food prod

ucts.

Congressional Doings.

The Senate passed on February 20 by a

vote of 60 to 10 the emergency espionage bill,

said to have been drawn by Attorney General

Gregory. It makes it a crime, punishable

with two years’ imprisonment or $10,000

fine, to approach or enter any place connected

with the national defence, to unlawfully ob

tain information, or to make photographs,

blueprints, plans, etc., of things connected

with such defence, or to dispose of a code or

signal book or model, or anything else of

national-defence value. Where these things

are done for a foreign Government in time of

peace, “whether recognized or unrecognized”

by the United States, the penalty is increased

to twenty years’ imprisonment, and in time

of war to life imprisonment. Any person

who in war time, with the intent that it shall

be communicated to the enemy, “shall col

lect, record, publish, or communicate, or at

tempt to elicit any information” with respect

to the movement, numbers, etc., of the armed

forces of the United States, or its war mate

rials or its plans of military or naval opera

tions, “or any other information relating to

the public defence, or calculated to be,” shall

be punished with death, or by a fine, and not

more than thirty years’ imprisonment. This

penalty is reduced to three years’ imprison

ment where there is no intent that the in

formation be communicated to an enemy, but

where it might be useful to such enemy. The

President is given arbitrary power to desig

nate other things and places in addition to

those specifically named which shall be in

cluded in the term national defence. The

bill- includes sections making it a crime to
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make untrue statements under oath to in

fluence the conduct of a foreign government

in any dispute or controversy with the United

States; to punish the impersonation of

foreign government officials; to regulate the

issuance of passports and punish their forg

ery, and the conduct and movements of in

terned soldiers or sailors. [See current

volume, page 181.]

I" t

The Porto Rican government bill passed

the Senate on February 20. The property

qualification for voters contained in the bill

as originally drawn was eliminated. The

legislature may prescribe the qualifications

for voters but is prohibited from imposing a

property qualification at any time. All Porto

Ricans who so desire may become United

States citizens. A legislature chosen by the

people may enact laws but all legislation is

subject to approval by Congress and to the

veto of the President.

1' It

The House passed on February 22 the

army appropriation'bill after an amendment

by Caldwell of New York for compulsory

military training had been ruled out of or

der. Caldwell wished to speak for the

proposed amendment but the members were

averse.

# i

On February 23 Secretary of War New

ton Baker transmitted to Congress without

comment the compulsory training bill drawn

by the Army College staff. It would force

into training every boy physically fit at the

age of 19 for 11 months. After that they

would be compelled to undergo two weeks’

training each year for two years and be

liable to conscription in case of war for the

period of hostilities.

It i l

The house passed on February 26 the ap

propriation asked by the President of §400,

000 for investigation of the food situation.

The appropriation had been defeated on Feb

ruary 19.

Anti-War Movement.

Representatives of more than 20 peace or

ganizations met at the Hotel Biltmore in New

York City, on February 22. The Overman

spy bill was denounced as an attack on free

speech. The program committee reported

the following resolutions which were adopted

in spite of conservative opposition:

Whereas, War has been proved the most expensive,

unjust and inefiective means of settling international

disputes, therefore, be it

Resolved, That this conference stands unalterably

against war, as a means of settling international

disputes, not only as a general principle, but in this

present crisis, and be it further

Resolved, That the President and Congress of the

United States be asked to take steps to settle ques

tions that may arise during the crisis by conciliatory

or judicial methods.

Resolved, That this conference stands unequivoc

ally by the provisions of the United States Consti

tution dealing with the rights of free speech, free

press and free assemblage, and calls upon the people

to demand that Congress refrain from tinkering in

any manner with the constitutional rights of the

American people; therefore we stand firmly in oppo

sition to the so-called espionage, or Overman, act.

Whereas, Militarism is contrary to the spirit of

democracy, subversive of free p0pular government

and institutions, and inculcates the warlike spirit,

therefore be it further

Resolved, That we express ourselves as unalter

ably opposed to the inauguration of compulsory mili

tary training in state or nation, and against con

scription of any sort. And, be it further

Resolved, That we also oppose military training

in the elementary or higher public schools and col

leges of the United States, and that we cordially

approve the adoption of sane and well considered

systems of physical training (for both boys and

girls) free from military features or suggestion, as

an essential part of their education.

A resolution concerning a war referendum

was adopted as follows:

Speaking from our faith in democracy, as well

as in our hope of peace, we demand that in this, as

well as in all other international crises, no matter

how grave the provocation, the question of war or

peace be submitted to an advisory referendum vote

of the people before Congress declares war or be

fore any irrevocable step is taken toward war.

[See current volume, page 181.]

i i

Delegations of students from 50 American

universities appeared in Washington at the

House of Representatives on February 22 to

protest against war over the submarine ques

tion. A hearing was granted them by Chair

{nan Flood of the Committee on Foreign Re

ations.

High School Students Won't Drill.

A number of students of the Eastern Dis

trict High School of Brooklyn have refused

to take part in military drills. Principal

William T. Vlymen told about the matter in

an interview in The World, as follows:

We told the boys that we wanted to organize a

company of seventy-five for military drill, and that

we wanted the best boys in the school—those that

were physically fit and well up in their studies. The

necessary number volunteered to enroll, but less than

half of them obtained the written consent of their

parents. When we didn’t get these consents we did
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not inquire into the causes. We simply dropped the

whole business. There was really nothing else to do.

Comptroller Prendergast in a public ad

dress threatened to have the school closed as

a punishment and called the students “para

sites.”

It # i

“The Interscholastic Anti - Militarist

League of Greater New York” was formed

by a number of the city’s high school stu

dents on February 17. Branches have been

established in most of the schools. It is

the intention of the league to publish a

periodical to be distributed for a nominal

price among the students. Meetings are held

at the Labor Forum, Fourteenth street and

Second avenue. Information concerning it

may be had from the president, Eli Kriger,

E. Third street and Neptune avenue, Coney

Island, New York.

City Favors the New York Central.

The New York State Tax Department in

a report on February 26 to the State Senate

declared that the proposed contract by New

York City’s Board of Estimate with the New

York Central Railway would practically ex

empt that corporation from taxation on

franchise rights now assessed at $4,982,100.

The contract gave the railway a right of way

through Riverside park. The company in

return surrendered its right of way through

the streets covered by the above valuation.

The new right of way through the park, the

Department holds, would not be taxable as a

franchise, since the park does not come with

in the definition given in the franchise tax

law of a “public place."

Progress of Woman Suffrage.

Steps in advance toward woman suffrage

were taken in four states on February 21.

Govcrnor Cox of Ohio signed the bill grant

ing Presidential suffrage. Opponents have

announced, however, that they will invoke

the Referendum on the measure. The

Minnesota House passed a resolution to sub

mit a suffrage amendment. It must still

pass the Senate. A favorable report on a

suffrage bill was made by the Committee in

charge to the New Hampshire House, and

a resolution for a Constitutional suffrage

amendment was adopted by the Maine House,

and on the next day by the Senate. It will

be voted on in September. By a vote of 114

to 111 the Vermont House defeated a suf

frage bill on' February 21. The Indiana

House passed on February 22 the bill grant

ing suffrage for President and practically all

State offices except Governor and Secretary

of State, which had alread passed the Sen

ate. When signed by the vernor, Indiana

will become the 14th suffrage state. The

New York House voted on February 20 by

124 to 10 to submit a suffrage amendment in

1918. [See current volume, page 182.]

Mooney Sentenced.

Thomas J. Mooney, convicted of complicity

in dynamiting of the preparedness parade in

San Francisco, was sentenced on February

24 to be hanged. The motion for a new

trial was overruled by Judge Griffin. In a

letter to Mooney, his attorney, Bourke Cock

ran of New York City, said as follows:

I have reached the deliberate conclusion that the

appalling Judicial Crime committed against you will

never be allowed to reach the consummation which

induced its perpetrators to plan it.

I think it can be shown clearly to all reasonable

men that we are in the presence of another Dreyfus

case, the only difference being that the object of the

French perversion of legal procedure to the perpetra

tion of the very crimes which courts are organized

to prevent, was exclusion (by force and threats of

force) of Jews from the Army; while the object of

your prosecution for a crime repugnant to every ele

ment of your nature, is to drive laborers from organ

izing, by killing a man who has had the temerity to

urge some of his fellows to form unions for their

own protection.

If we can succeed in making this clear to the pub

lic mind, I have no doubt that the popular conscience

of America will prove itself as capable and as loyal

to override the plans of the men who are conspiring

to encompass the destruction of your life, as the con

science of France showed itself to defeat the men

who, in adjudging Dreyfus guilty of treason, had

succeeded in perverting to the destruction of Liberty

and Character the very agencies organized to defend

them.

Depressed as I was when met by a sense of utter

helplessness to avert a calamity which threatens not

merely your life, but the whole fabric of Civilization

(for the whole purpose of Civilization is protection

of life, which the agencies of Civilization are here

conspiring to destroy), I probably failed to appre

ciate the force of your suggestion when it was made

yesterday.

But now I am convinced that the justice which

appears to have fled from the California Courts will

be found to have taken refuge in the bosoms of the

men and women who constitute the masses of our

population, and their decision will be enforced against

the officials who have foresworn their oaths to sat

isfy the malice and cupidity of corporation employers.

So be of good cheer. Your conviction may yet

prove to be the source of such judicial reforms as will

prevent forever the repetition of the conspiracy

which has had you for its object; but which has not

yet succeeded (and please God it never will succeed)

in making you its victim.

The San Francisco Labor Council adopted

on February 16 the following resolutions:
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WHEREAS, In the recent trial of Tom Mooney, a

member in good standing in the International Mold

ers’ Union for the past fourteen years, he was con

victed and is in imminent danger of being railroaded

to the gallows on a trumped-up charge, and on the

most brazen and contradictory testimony; and

WHEREAS, It has been proved that the testimony

of Estelle Smith, Crowley and McDonald used to

convict Warren K. Billings, is a flat contradiction to

the evidence of Oxman, used to convict Mooney; and

WHEREAS, Twenty-one alibi witnesses, numerous

photographs, and time clocks have established an un

mistakable alibi; and

WHEREAS, The verdict is at total variance with the

evidence produced, and is the result of the prosecu

tion’s past six months’ activity in the public press in

misrepresentations of facts and an appeal to the most

severe prejudices of the public; therefore, be it

Resolved, That we, The San Francisco Labor

Council, affirm our belief in the innocence of Thomas

J. Mooney and his co~defendants, and pledge them

our aid in their efforts to secure justice; and, be it

further

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be for

warded to the labor and daily press.

The Central Labor Council of Alameda

County adopted resolutions on February 12

condemning the verdict and declaring:

WHEREAS, This is the second conviction in the so

called bomb cases without apparent sufiicient evi

dence, and in view of the fact that the San Francisco

Chamber of Commerce recently announced they

would raise a million dollar fund to maintain law and

order, and so far no visible use has been made of that

fund except against the forces of labor, which natur

ally leads the working people to believe there is a

well organized campaign to disrupt the organization

of labor on this coast and make it impossible for

working people to band themselves together for the

purpose of self-protection and better conditions; now,

therefore, be it

Resolved, That in view of the foregoing statement,

we look upon these convictions as an attempt to dis

rupt labor on this coast, thereby threatening the life,

liberty and purposes of the entire labor movement of

this continent.

No San Francisco daily has published the

resollutions. [See current volume, page

183.

Mexico.

It has been given out in Washington that

all mines in Mexico not now in operation, and

whose owners have not filed reasons why re

sumption of work has been delayed, are to

be taken over by the Carranza Government.

Ambassador Fletcher reports that the Mex

ican Government had announced that in cases

of properties where reasons had been ofii

cially given to account for failure to re-open

on December 14, the last day provided under

a decree issued several months ago, exten

sion of time has been granted. It is under

stood that the larger companies have given

such notice, but it is feared that many of the

smaller American-owned companies are in

danger of confiscation. [See current volume,

page 184.] i

It is announced from El Paso, Texas, that

General Murguia, commanding Carranza

troops, has occupied Parral, Chihuahua, with

headquarters at Jimenez.

Cuba.

The revolt appears to be losing ground.

The rebel forces in Santa Clara Province are

unable to stand against the government

forces. In Oriente Province also the govern

ment troops are clearing the field, but the

rebels are reported to be strong in Santiago.

President Menocal’s forces are said to com

prise 7,400 regulars, 4,000 militia, and 1,600

volunteers. The strength of the rebel forces

is not given. President Menocal’s term ex

pires May 20. The election cannot be de

cided until a special election is held in

Oriente Province. His rival in the November

election is Alfredo Zayas, a Liberal, who has

been classed as a traitor because of his sup

posed connection with the revolt. If the

Liberal candidate be eliminated a new gen

eral election will have to be called. It is re

ported that the United States Government

will continue to support the regular govern

men? of Cuba. [See current volume, page

184.

Costa Rica.

The statement made public by the Amer

ican Minister at San Jose, the Costa Rican

capital, regarding the overthrow of President

Gonzales by Federico Tinoco, who declared

himself Provisional President of Costa Rica,

is taken as a refusal of the United States to

recognize the government thus established.

The statement reads:

The Government of the United States has viewed

the recent overthrow of the established Government

of Costa Rica with the greatest concern and consid

ers that illegal acts of this character tend to dis

turb the peace of Central America and to disrupt the

unity of the American Continent. In view of this

policy in regard to the assumption of power through

illegal methods, clearly enunciated by it on several

occasions during the past four years, the Government

of the United States desires to set forth in emphatic

and distinct manner its present position in regard

to the actual situation in Costa Rica, which is that it

will not give recognition or support to any Govern

ment which may be established unless it is thor

oughly proven that it is elected by legal and consti

tutional means.

[See current volume, page 112.]
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European War.

The pressure of the British on the Somme

front has compelled the Germans to withdraw

their lines on the Ancre to a depth in some

places of three miles. The British have fol

lowed the retreating forces, and occupied

without resistance the villages of Miraumont,

Little Miraumont, and Pys. The Germans

appear to be taking their position for de

fense along the Bapaume ridge. This is

said to the most notable movement since the

retirement after the battle of the Marne, and

critics are uncertain as to its extent. Some

expect Bapaume also to be abandoned. The

British profess to be able to compel its

evacuation. Military activities are reported

at various points along the western front, but

none appears to have had any decided effect

on the fixed position of the belligerents. No

action of importance has been reported from

the Riga section, or from Roumania. Aside

from the Somme action the only advance ap

pears to be on the Tigris River, where the

British report the capture of Kut-el-Amara

and the retreat of the Turkish forces 18 miles

up the Tigris. [See current volume, page 184.]

i Q

The submarine warfare continues with un

diminished vigor. During the week 53 ships

of 186,297 tons were sunk, making the total

from February 1 to date 178 ships of 444,169

tons. It is reported that the Cunard liner

Laconia, an 18,099-ton passenger ship, was

torpedoed and sunk without warning at

10.50 the night of the 26th. Several lives

are reported lost, among them two Amer

icans. The Laconia was in the war zone on

her way to England.

# i

The British Embassy at Washington has

given out a statement denying the conceal

ment of losses. The losses February 1 to 14,

the Embassy states, were less that one in each

hundred ships arriving at British ports. The

figures thus given do not include the arrival

of fishing, coasting boats, and vessels under

100 tons. Sir Edward Carson, First Lord

of the Admiralty, spoke of the situation as

grave, but expressed the hope that the Navy

would soon have the matter in hand. He

mentioned as among the Navy’s achievements

the fact that it had safely guarded the

transportation of 8,000,000 men and 9,

000,000 tons of eXplosives. Premier Lloyd

George, in an address before the House of

Commons on the 23d, said the destruction of

tonnage was so serious that all goods not in

dispensable must be barred from shipment.

Foodstuffs, which in 1916 amounted to 16,

000,000 tons, are to be reduced 1,000,000 tons

by omitting luxuries. Large savings are to

be made also by cutting down the amount of

iron ore and timber imported. The Ofi‘icial

Gazette lists a large number of articles whose

importation is forbidden. The Board of

Trade has power to issue licenses for the im—

portation of special articles, or goods from

particular places; such, for instance, as

France whence vessels going with troops and

munitions return with cargo space.

i i

The British Government, in order to induce

farmers and land owners to put all land to

raising food, has issued a scale of minimum

prices that it will guarantee the growers for

a term of years. Wheat growers will be guar

anteed 60 shillings a quarter (about $1.87

a bushel), for the present year; for 1918 and

1919, 55 shillings; for 1920-1-2, 45 shillings.

The Government will guarantee a price of

38% shillings for oats this year; 32 shillings

for the next two years and 24 shillings for

the three following years. The Government

also guarantees the farm laborer a mini

mum wage of 25 shillings, instead of the

present 14 to 18 shillings. It is proposed to

limit the production of beer, of which 36,000,

000 barrels were brewed in 1914, to 10,

000,000 barrels in 1917. This will save 600,

000 tons of foodstuffs. American exports to

Great Britain affected by the new ruling

amounted in 1916 to $67,613,814.

i i

The German Finance Minister, Count von

Roedern, submitted his budget to the Reich

stag on the 23d and asked for a new credit of

$3,750,000,000, which was voted after a very

brief discussion. He announced also an in

crease in the war taxes of 20 per cent. He

estimated the cost of the war at $75,000,

000,000, of which one-third, or $25,000,000,

000, was Germany’s share. Prussian Minis

ter of Finance, Dr. August von Lentze, an

nounced a new heavy tax on bachelors.

Families with children are to be relieved of

part of the ordinary tax burdens. Subscrip

tions to the recent British loan exceed $5,

000,000,000.

# #

President Wilson appeared before Congress

on the 26th, and delivered an address in

which he outlined the relations between this

country and Germany, and asked power to

enable him to protect American lives and

American property on the high seas. The

President said that while the overt act

threatened by Germany had not actually been

committed fear of it had paralyzed Amer

ican shipping, and the country was suffering

intolerable wrong. He did not ask Congress



March 2, 1917.
The Public 209

to declare war upon Germany. He wished on

the contrary power to arm or otherwise pro

tect our merchant ships in order that the

country might escape war. While he doubt

less already possessed all the power he asked,

he said he wished to feel that he was acting

in accord with the wishes of Congress; and

he desired that body to share the responsibil

ity of the present situation. The President

closed his brief address by saying: ,

I am thinking of those rights of humanity without

which there is no civilization. My theme is of those

great principles of compassion and of protection

which mankind has sought to throw about human -

lives, the lives of non-combatants, the lives of men

who are peacefully at work keeping the industrial

processes of the world quick and vital, the lives of

women and children and of those who supply the

labor which ministers to their sustenance.

We are speaking of no selfish material rights but

of rights which our hearts support, and whose foun

dation is that righteous passion for justice upon

which all law, all structures alike of family, of state

and mankind must rest, as upon the ultimate base

of our existence and our liberty. I cannot imagine

any man with American principles at his heart hesi

tating to defend these things.

NOTES

-—Governor E. C. de Race, of New Mexico, Demo

crat, died on February 20. His successor is to be

Lieutenant Governor W. E. Lindsay, a progressive

Republican.

—Newspaper publishers met with the Federal

Trade Commission on February 26 and agreed to co

operate with it should it accept the proposal made by

news print manufacturers that the Commission fix

paper prices.

—Among the various means adopted by the bel

ligerent nations to increase the food supply France

has called upon the school children to unite in cul

tivating the vacant plots of ground. Under official

direction pupils will be organized for truck garden

ing on all unused land.

—The military government established in Santo

Domingo last November is making drastic cuts in

the salary list Of the last Dominican budget of

$2,500,000, 80 per cent. was for salaries. Investi

gation disclosed the fact that many were purely

political salaries for which no service was expected.

The saving thus far effected amounts to $250,000

a year.

—The West Virginia legislature has authorized

adoption of the Kansas system of counting election

returns. This system requires a double set of elec

tion officers and extra ballot boxes. After a certain

number of ballots are cast, the boxes are removed,

new boxes substituted, and the ballots cast are

counted by one set of ofiicers while the other con

tinues to superintend the additional casting of votes.

After the first batch of votes has been counted and

tabulated the boxes are changed again. In this way

the result becomes known in a very short time after

the polls close.

--John Z. White’s lecture dates for March are as

 

follows: March 1, Rome, Ga.; 2nd, Florence, Ala.;

3d, Tuscaloosa; 4th and 5th, Mobile; 6th, Vicksburg,

Miss.; 7th, Meridian, Miss.; 8th to 11th, New Or

leans; 12th and 13th, New Iberia, La.; 14th, Lafay

ette, La.; 15th and 16th, Dallas, Texas; 17th and

18th, Kansas City; 19th, Superior, Nebraska; 20th,

Lincoln, Nebraska; 21st, Des Moines; 22nd, Sioux

City; 23d, Burlington, 1a.; 24th, Madison, Wisconsin;

25th, Springfield, 111.; 26th, Indianapolis; 27th, Day

ton, 0.; 28th, Hamilton, O.; 29th, Louisville; 30th,

Memphis; 31st, Fort Worth, Texas; April 1, Hous

ton, Texas; April 2, El Paso, Texas.

-—The Children’s Bureau of the United States De

partment of Labor is undertaking a campaign to

secure the registration of births throughout the

country. In its circular letters it is calling atten

tion to the fact that only eleven States and the Dis

trict of Columbia have birth records that are ade

quate. The Bureau is calling parents’ attention to

the importance of having their children registered in

order to establish legal proof of their identity in

case of inheritance, or even of nationality and

allegiance. Proof of age may be needed “for working

papers, for voting, for marrying, for life insurance,

or for securing a civil-service position.”

PRESS OPINIONS

Assisting the President.

The Evening Post (New York), February 24.—

The Grand Army of Amateur Strategists is now

fully mobilized. The descendants of the men who

used to tell Lincoln how to end the Civil War in

three months are now pointing out to Wilson his

gross blunders. On street corners, in the subway and

on the elevated, and in certain editorial offices, they

are holding forth in great strength. American mer

chantmen should be armed, or else it would be folly

to do it, we are not sure which. They should be

conveyed, though that would also be fatal. It is

arrant cowardice for the American liners not to sail,

yet at the same time it would be folly to risk losing

in that way a possible auxiliary cruiser or transport.

Meanwhile, it never seems to occur to these military

geniuses blooming unrecognized, that the President

must be getting the very best naval advice which

this country can furnish, and is acting upon it.

The Field of the Slothful.

Montreal Herald, February 20.—The extent of the

waste land in and around the towns and cities of

Canada is a disgrace and indicates a laziness and

thriftlessness that is little short of criminal. There

is much to be said against confiscatory legislation;

but what right has any man to keep land in un

productiveness when other people are going hungry,

and he is only holding his suburban lots for the sake

of the.unearned increment? Waste lands really

belong to the public. The earth is the Lord’s and

the fulness thereof. Ground hogs who will not use

land themselves and will not allow other people to

use it, have no rights in the land that need be re—

spected. It is nothing less than blasphemy against

the Supreme Landlord, to claim, or to admit, that

any man has a right to withdraw one foot of the

earth's surface from the service of humanity. We

iii
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go to church and pray: “That it may please Thee

to give and preserve to our use the kindly fruits of

the earth, so as in due time we may enjoy them";

and then we allow the ground hog to prevent his

suburban lot bringing forth anything but weeds!

There are three ways to prevent the waste lands

of our cities being absolutely worthless to the com

munity. The first is to tax them! The second is

to tax them! The third is to tax them! Then

they will cease to be waste lands; the desert shall

rejoice and blossom as the rose. . . A “lot”

covered with weeds should be taxed as an ostenta

tious and offensive luxury. “I went by the field

of the slothful, and by the vineyard of the man

void of understanding,” said the Wise Man, “and

10, it was all grown over with thorns, and nettles

had covered the face thereof, and the stone wall

thereof was broken down. Then I saw and consid—

ered it well: I looked upon it, and received instruc

tion.” Let the wise men of Montreal pass by the

fields of the slothful see and consider them well and

receive instruction.

CORRESPONDENCE

THE ENGLISH LABOR CONFERENCE.

Walter Coates and the writer went to the Labour

Conference during the week of January 22, at Man

chester, and had a fine opportunity to do a good bit

of work on the question we all love so much—the

good old land question.

The Conference, as a whole, was a great success,

both as regards numbers and spirit. For obvious

reasons I will, however, only deal with our question.

The question of Land Taxation came before the

Conference. I went as the delegate from the Lam

beth Labour Party and on its behalf I had prepared

the following resolution:

“This Conference, recognizing that the huge na

tional expenditure, caused by the War, has to be

met by increased taxation, declares that those who

claim the ownership of the land of the country

should be required to make a special contribution

towards its defense. It, therefore, calls upon the

Government to impose a direct tax on land values

in the next Budget, and to enable this to be done,

to use the powers conferred by the Defence of the

Realm Act to compel all owners of land to furnish

an immediate declaration of the present value, ex

tent, and character of all land in their possession.

“This Conference affirms that such a tax, in addi

tion to providing a large amount of revenue, would

open up the land to the people, increase the produc

tion of home grown food, and thus materially re

duce the prevailing high cost of living, tend to

raise wages, and lessen the evil of unemployment

which threatens on the close of the war.”

I framed it after consultation with Mr. Coates, and

it also had the approval of John Paul and Verinder.

It was under discussion by the executive of the

Labour Party as to whether it should be incorpor

ated in the official resolution on Taxation, but in

the end I was asked to move it as a distinct issue, as

it was specific, while the oflicial resolution was in

more general terms. This I was very glad to do,

and although there was not much time to elaborate

the desirability of such a tax—only 10 minutes al

lowed—we did our best. And it was carried unani'

mouslv.

I think this is the first time the question has been

before the Labour Conference in a definite form so

that is satisfactory. I am afraid the method sug

gested for securing the valuation is a little too

drastic for the powers that be. Anyhow, one can

only point out the way, even if those who should

will not walk therein. All of our people seem to

think that it was a real good piece of work to get

a straight Taxation of Land Values resolution car

ried without a single objection.

Our headquarters at 14 Buckingham street is a

perfect hive. The work of vacant land cultivation

is going on splendidly. We are getting out a little

monthly paper called “Vacant Lots.” We finished

the year with a little over 1,000 plot holders, and by

the time this letter has reached you, we shall be

nearing 3,000! One thing that will come out of

this hit of work is that the Value of Land as a.

means of production will be realized more than ever,

also, the average worker who has been cultivating

his plot will be more in love with the land, and he

will, as a result he more ready to consider the land

problem and its real renwdy, than ever before.

One of the striking features at the Labour Con

gress was the amazing way the name of President

Wilson was received. I doubt if he ever received a

greater or more spontaneous and sincere ovation any

where. It was splendid. And I think no one was

more surprised than the speaker who mentioned

Wilson's name. That is, he was simply referring

to the fact of his peace message. It was a great

tribute to a brave and true utterance.

London. FRANK SMITH.

TO CURB JUDICIAL USURPATION.

The United States Courts should be immediately

abolished by Act of Congress. All of the courts,

except the Supreme Court itself, were created by an

Act of Congress and by repealing that law they

would cease to exist. The Constitution of the

United States provides, as follows:

“In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public

ministers and consuls and those in which the State

shall be a party, the Supreme Court shall have orig

inal jurisdiction. In all the other cases before

mentioned, the Supreme Court shall have appellate

jurisdiction, both as to law and fact, with such ex

ceptions, and under such regulation as the Congress

shall make."

Now if the law is repealed abolishing the United

States circuit and district courts, the power of

the Supreme Court of the United States to declare

an Act of Congress unconstitutional or to amend an

Act of Congress, as Justice White did in the case

of the Anti-Trust law by reading into the law the

word “unreasonable,” will be entirely taken away

and the Supreme Court will simply have jurisdic

tion in cases “affecting ambassadors, other public

ministers and consuls" and cases where a State is a

party and will leave it stripped of its power to de

feat the will of the law, annul acts of Congress and

enact legislation of its own.

Jefferson, in 1820, in a letter reviewing a book,

made the following announcement:

“You seem, in pages 84 to 148, to consider the

judges as the ultimate arbiter of all constitutional

questions—a very dangerous doctrine indeed, and one

which would place us under the despotism of an
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oligarchy. Our judges are as honest as other men

and not more so. They have, with others, the same

passion for part , for power and the privilege of

their corps. T eir maxim is ‘bono judicis est

ampliare juiisdictionem’ and their power is the more

dangerous as they are in office for life, and not re

sponsible, as the other functionaries are, to the

elective control. The constitution has erected no

such single tribunal, knowing that, to whatever

confided, with the corruption of time and party, its

members would become despots. It has more wisely

made all the departments co-equal and co-sovereign

with themselves."

Abraham Lincoln, in a speech at Cincinnati on

September 16th, 1859, declared:

“The people of these United States are the right

ful masters of both Congress and Courts, not to

overthrow the Constitution but to overthrow the

men who pervert the Constitution.”

The Constitution of the United States provides:

“The judicial power of the United States shall

be vested in one Supreme Court and in such in

ferior courts as Congress may, from time to time,

ordain and establish."

Those inferior courts were established by Con

gress upon the theory that a citizen of one State

could not get justice in the courts of another State.

We all know that a citizen of Massachusetts can

secure justice in the courts of Illinois. If a citizen

of the United States goes to a foreign country he

and his property submit to the courts and the laws

of the country where he happens temporarily to

reside and therefore there is no reason why these

United States Courts should exist. The judges are

appointed for life, responsible to nobody, out of

touch with the people and they use their power to

misconstrue the constitution, overturn the acts of

Congress and have become the tools of the great

corrupt interests of this country. In fact, as a

rule, corporation lawyers who have spent their lives

conniving with cunning skill to enable the great

combinations to evade the laws of the land, alone

are selected to be Justices of the United States

Courts.

A concrete illustration of this state of affairs

arose in New York in 1895: The general traffic as

sociation which was a combination of all the rail

roads between New York and Chicago was attacked

by? the United States district attorney for the

southern district of New York, on the ground that

it was a combination in violation of the Sherman

Anti-Trust Law. Mr. McFarland, the United

States attorney, for the southern district of New

York, appeared before the Interstate Commerce

Committee of the United States Senate and, under

oath, made the following statement:

“When the case came up, Judge Lacombe stated

that in his opinion he was disqualified to hear the

case, or any proceedings in it, as at that time he

owned bonds or stocks in some one of the railroads,

and he also stated that he understood that most,

if not all of the judges of that circuit were under

the same disqualification."

It was finally decided that Judge Wheeler, the

district Judge of the Vermont district, was appar

ently the only judge in that circuit who was not

under a disqualification similar to that which Judge

Lacombe had stated he was under, namely, the

holding of some bonds or stock in some of the rail

roads. The case was finally tried before Judge

Wheeler, and as he was a creature of the political

system then in vogue, that is, had been appointed

through the influence of the senators from Vor

mont, Senator Edmunds, then in the United States

Senate, was employed by the railroads as one of

their attorneys and filed a brief in the case.

Judge Wheeler decided the case in favor of the

railroads. An appeal was taken by the United

States to the circuit court and then Judge Lacombe

stated, from the bench, that he was now qualified to

try the case because he had disposed of his stocks

and bonds in the defendant railroad. He thereupon

affirmed the decision rendered by Judge Wheeler

and the case went to the Supreme Court of the

United States. The Supreme Court reversed the

decision but as several years had elapsed since the

case was commenced, the railroads had found out

another way to do it, so that created no embarrass

ment for them whatever.

Very prominent lawyers in more than one circuit

have told me that when a circuit or district United

States judge had a son that had graduated and

was ready to practice law, it was quite common for

the judge to call upon some law firm employed by

some trust or combination and say that his son

was now ready to enter upon the practice of law and

ask if they knew of an opening and of course the

answer was: “Send him right over here, we have

been looking for just such a man." So that, in

many cases, the United States Judge sits upon the

bench, having graduated from the‘office of the attor

ney for some great industrial combination, and

listens to the reading of a brief prepared by his

OWn son, in the interests of the corporation for

whom the judge had served before he went upon

the bench.

These courts do not properly belong to our system

of government. There is no place in a representa

tive republic for an ofliccr who holds the position for

life, appointed by another representative of the

people, with no power to renwve or criticise, or curb

his action, and therefore these courts should be in

stantly abolished and in their places courts sub

stituted that are elected by the people subject to

recall, that is, courts of the several states, and no

appeal should be allowed from the decision of the

Supreme Court of a State.

If the people are capable of enacting laws, they

are capable of saying what they meant by those

laws when they enacted them, and the right to re

call an unfaithful servant ought to be as great on

the part of the people as upon the part of an in

dividual.

The contest of the strong against the weak, the

few against the many, has been going on for ages.

We are now entering upon a new phase of the

world’s social and economic development. The con

test of the weak against the strong, of the many

against the few, is moving around the world armed

with the ballot and universal education. There

can be no doubt about the ultimate results, the peo

ple will come into their own. They will come into

possession of governments and laws, and the courts

and the property and use them all for the develop

ment and uplifting of man.

Sioux Falls, s. D. I“ F- meww
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THE ROAD TO PEACE.

The Economies! Solution of the European Crisis and Inter

national Morality Exchange. By Henri Lambert. Published

by George Allen 81 Unwin, Ltd., London. Price, paper, six

pence, net.

It is a pleasure to commend two such pamphlets

as those named above. When the reader realizes

that the writer is a Belgian manufacturer who has

been driven from his factory and his home, he is

prepared to appreciate at its real value the almost

incredibly fair and dispassionate viewpoint from

which the great tragedy is regarded, and the com

plete absence of any bitterness of spirit towards

Germany.

These two booklets constitute together the best

argument for free trade as the necessary basis for

peace conditions that we have seen. Every gen

uine democrat will welcome M. Lambert’s protest

against the general assumption that free-trade

must come as the result of good understandings

between nations and the establishment of peace

conditions; and his emphatic assertion on the con

trary that free trade is the indispensable prelim

inary condition of any good understanding that is

to be permanent. The suggestion will also com

mend itself that a conference of nations should be

called for the purpose of making an agreement that

all colony-holding countries should open their col

onies to the free-trade of all. Such a system would,

as M. Lambert points out, “be the equivalent of the

internationalization of the colonies, without its dis

advantages and difficulties,” and would go far to

remove the mutual jealousies that generated the

explosive gases that caught fire so suddenly in 1914.

M. Lambert evidently fears that France, because

of her protectionist traditions, might resist such a

proposal, but, he says, “the rulers of France must

eventually refuse to be guilty of such an attitude,

if there is one word of truth in the protestations

of eternal and boundless gratitude to Belgium

which have been expressed during the last two

years." That the following passage should be

written by a Belgian must raise our estimate of our

common human nature: “The great lesson in justice

and civilization that would result from such an ad

justment would be calculated to make a profound

impression on Germany, where, after all, men with

minds capable of embracing anew ideas of liberty

and justice, remain in a vast majority.”

ALEX MACKENDRICK.

BOOKS RECEIVED

Ponce Through J’ultioe. By James Brown Scott. Published

by American Peace Society, 612 Colorado Building, Washington,

D. C. Price 1.00 net, 0st aid.

The Prinoip on or Na ra Taxation. By C. B. Fillebrown.

Published by A. C. McClurg & Co., Chica 0 Price $1.50.

Joan. Bly Amelia E. Birr. Publish by D. Appleton and

Company, cw York. Price $1.60 net.

Essays in War Time. B; _Havelock Ellis. Published by

n

With a literary

Iloughton Mifliin Company. ce $1.50 net.

Across the Threshold. By Baron Vane.

appreciation by Charles Sydne Tarrctt, M. A., Ph. D. Pub

lisbcd'dby Harold McNair, Mid letown, Pa. Price $1.50 postage

prepai .

A Woman Free and Other Poems. By Ruth. Introduction

Roany Press. Leeby Edwin Markham. Published by I. F.

Angclcs, Calif. Price 75 cents.

O F I

A minister was questioning his Sunday school con

cerning the story of Eutychus, the young man who

listening to the preaching of the Apostle Paul, fell

asleep, and falling out of a window, was taken up

dead.

“What,” he asked, “ do we learn from this solemn

event?"

The reply from a little girl came:

“Please sir, ministers should learn not to preach

too long sermons."—Tit-Bits.

 

Important Announcement

A. M. Simons, of National and International reputa

tion in the Socialist and Labor Movement, has prepared

a correspondence Course in American History for The

People's College, Fort Scott, Kansas.

Simons' historical books, “Social Forces in American

History," and “Class Struggles in America" have become

classics.

This Course is the equal of any College Course, and

adds a vast number of facts and a whole system of in

terpretation not found in any College course.

A knowledge of American llistory is absolutely neces

sary to any clear understanding of present day events.

Spend your leisure in systematic study, under the guid

ance of an expert. Send today for descriptive literature.

The People's College

Dept. P Fort Scott, Kansas

  

 
 

You can't do good

work, if you are ncr

vous and irritable—if

little things annoy and

you are indecisive and

quick tempered. Poise

is out of the question

Better Poise

and

S ——self‘control next to

impossible. Yet—most

such conditions are due to habits which may easily be corrected.

This is fully explained in Dr. Kellogg's new book, “Neurasthenia.”

For more than forty years, Dr. Kellogg has been Chief Medical

Director of the Battle Creek Sanitarium. Here he has observed

and prescribed for thousands of people whose condition has been

the result of overwork, over-worry and inattention to the nat

ural requirements of their bodies. Therefore, Dr. Kellogg

knows what he is talking about when he tells you that nervous

ness and irritability are usually symptoms of internal conditions

  

which may be corrected and controlled. He speaks from experi

ence. His findings are those of practice—not theory. In his

book he tells you what to do—-dict, exercise, rest, sleep and

careful attention to posture and working habits. Thus most

obstinate cases of nervous exhaustion may be relieved. Full

and complete instructions which you can easily follow in your

own home. Write for this book to-day. Find out what it can

do for you. The price is only $2. And—if you are not entirely

satisfied, after five days’ examination, you may return the book

and we will promptly refund your money. Is this fair? We

let you be the judge of what Dr. Kellogg's book can do for you.

/_

. _ _ .

USC the ,thémhfi".

lam-wasps sax-m
COllp0n / keep, illdonotnt‘ilrnttlnln

days, for refund. (Writewurnarle
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HOW To Become an Expert Bookkeeper!

A simple and concise method of practical Book

keeping—showing an entire set of books based on actual

transactions. How to take off a trial balance sheet and

gnacllydclose and balance accounts. By John T. Bn'erly,

Round. in Russia leather (stamps taken) 75c. postpaid

E. J. CAREY & C0” 143 West 98th Street, New York
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Farrier

6 WEST 37th STREET
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“FOODS THAT FEED"

Haye you ordered a trial box of easy-houseke ing, health

bringing, Straight Edge bread, muffins, etc.? oetpsid, $1.

See second page of this issue.

 

 

rPublic Ownership

of Public Utilities

The movement for the people to gain

control of those activities that are natural

monopolies, will be aided by the Wide

distribution of the best literature on the

subject. In addition to the suggestions

made below, the student is referred to

several books by Frederic C. Howe, to

“Social Problems," by Henry George

(Chapter XVII), and to Mr. Crosby’s

“The Orthocratic State,” all of which can

be ordered from us.

Municipal Ownership.

Debaters' Handbook. Both sides presented. Cloth Sl.

The Collectivist State in the Making.

By Emil Davies. Cloth $2.00.

The Telegraph Monopoly.

By Frank Parsons. Paper 254:.

(We cannot afford to pay postage on these large paper

bound books—add 7c.)

The Railways, the Trusts and the People.

By Frank Parsons, Vol. I . paper, 25c. Vol. II, paper,

35¢. (Add 156 postage.)

The Publit New York

 

 

 

 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Small classified advertisements we will insert in The Public

at the rate of 2c a word, cash with order. _

Subscribers who want to buy or sell something WI‘IICII_ would

not, in their opinion, warrant a large advertisement wall find

here a method of advertising specially adapted to their needs.

 

 

WANTED—A trial order for an "Easy Housekeeping Box’: of

"Foods That Feed." $1 poetpaid. Straight Edge Corporation.

100 Lawrence St., New ork.
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To New York Readers

of The Public

Tm: Pusuc is now on the Subway news

stands. When you want extra copies, buy them

there.

Double The Public’s circu

lation this year
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An English nobleman was about to set out for

India, and fearing that in his absence vandals might

destroy a picturesque ruin on his estate, he said to

his steward: “I want you to build a wall here”—

he drew a tiny furrow with his stick around the ruin

--“a stone wall five feet high."

On his return home the nobleman started for the

spot. When he reached it he rubbed his eyes in

amazement. There was the new stone wall, but he

could see nothing towering up inside of it. He turned

excitedly to his steward:

“Look here, where’s the ruin, man?"

“The ruin, my lord?" replied the steward. “Oh,

that ould thing! Sure, I used it to build the wall

with.”—Boston Transcript.

“Never despair. Somewhere beyond the clouds the

sun is shining."

“Yes, and somewhere below the sea there’s solid

bottom. But that doesn’t help a man when he falls

overboard."—Baltimore American.

O O Q

“So you were invited to participate in a profit

sharing scheme?"

“Yes.”

“How did you come out?”

“I discovered that the purpose of the scheme was

not sharing but shearing.”—Birmingham Age

Herald.

 

To Friends of The Public:

Our determination to finish the year with 25,000 subscribers was announced last

week. The size of the undertaking must not be underestimated, especially when it is

remembered what experience has taught: that a publication like The Public must in a

large measure rely for growth of circulation on the personal work of friends.

To have 25,000 on Dec. 31, the circulation must be doubled. To double the circu

lation in ten months means a NET gain each month of 1,250. Expiries will run—sad

to say— into a good 300 a month. So, for the ten months that remain, we must add

to our subscription list not fewer than 1,550 new names per month.

Before beginning a wide distribution of sample copies and advertising literature

we would like to get a complete registry of readers who are vitally interested in see

ing The Public achieve the 25,000 mark this year. Send in. your name and address on

Coupon No. I, no matter to how small an extent you anticipate being able to co-oper

ate. Thank you.

Everyone will agree that The Public, in the last six months, has made encourag

ing advances in make-up and generally in those features which are attractive to new

readers. Constant effort towards further improvement will be made. By becoming

one of 2,000 friendly-circulation workers, you will be helping make The Public a greater

steadying and creative force when true, calm and courageous analysis of world-prob

lems is of increasing importance every day.

STANLEY BOWMAR, Manager.

N0. 1 Ne. 2
    

  

 

The Public,The Public,

122 East 37th St., New York City:22 East 37th St., N. Y. C.

Send me. . . . . . . . . .sample copies each

week or a bundle of about..........

once a month.

Public at $6 per year. Check, which I understand

covers my subscription for one year, is attached ($6)

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

  

  

I will become a contributing subscriber to The

or can be called for about . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . "1917
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COMPLEXION POWDER.

Jn the-1.17715 -PINK-6"WI1I7E-fllr-BOX

PERFECT face powder.

Not measured by the

standards of the manufacturer,

but by the judgment of women

who use it. Wherever it finds

its Way into town, one woman

after another recommends it to

her friends as the best she ever

used, and the most charming

package.

Try Armand's. In ex

quisite Rose or Amabelle

fragrance, $1.00. Violets

of Paradise, silk box,

$5.00, a miniature for

$1.00. Azotea, rare and

very lovely, $10.00, with a

miniature box for $2.50,

both of silk. Tints, white,

pink, cream, brunette and

the new Tint Natural.

For only 50 cents, Armand's

in the square box, same quality

powder, Bouquet odor.

ARMAND COMPANY

Des Moinee, iowa

  

 

 

Massachusetts Single Tax League
ALEX MACKENDRICK, Secretary

Office and headquarters of the League, 120 Boylston

Street Boston. Secretary in attendance every day from

2 till 0 o'clock; Saturday, 10 to 12. Executive Committee

meets the last Friday of each month at above address at

7:80. A11 interested are welcomed at these meetings.

 

 

MANHATTAN SINGLETAX CLUB

The oldest Singletax organization in the world. Office

and club room, ‘7 West 42nd street. New York City.

Open every week dsi. Meetin s every Sunday evening.

Call or write for in ormstion, ectures or literature.

  

 

 

Every editor in your state

should get The Public

PROPORTIONAL

REPRESENTATION

The Prop0rtionai Representation Review for

January contains several articles on the Hare

System. The main article is on the “Revised

Hare Rules.” Single copy, 10c.

Proportional Representation and British Politics. By J.

Fischer Williams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..506

Effective Voting. By C. G. Hoag (pamphlet) . . . . . . . . . . . .. Io

legrosentatlvo Council Plan of City Government. By C.

. Hoag (pamphlet)

Hare System or P. B. By C. G. Hoag (pamphlet) . . . . . . .. 8c

Proportional Be resentation. A Rely to Prof. H. G.

James. By Jo n H. Humphreys. pamphlet) . . . . . . . . . .. ‘0

Write for our Complete Book List.

The Public New York

- i . - . . . . . . i . - . - . - - . - t - - i s . - - - - . - . ..

BOOK DEPT.

122 E. 31th 5e,

 

 
 

The “Silent Smith”
  

Ball Bearing; Long Wearing

The only standard typewriter that operates

with less noise than our Model 5 is our

Model S—the “Silent Smith."

No other standard typewriter is so quiet as

Model 8. Its operation does not disturb

telephone conversation.

A demonstration will cost you nothing and

may prove of great value.

1.. C. SMITH it BROS. TYPEWRITER COMPANY

Home once and Factory: Syracuse, 8. Y.

Branches in all Principal Cities

58 East Washington St., Ohioago, Ill.

   
 

 
 

 

The FREE TRADE BROADSIDE

a quarterly journal published in _the interests of free trade,

lent free to members of the American Free Trade League. In

our campaign for new members_we went to enroll a large

number of readers of The Public. Membership is unlit $1.

KENNETH 8. ELLIXAJI, Secret American has ado

League, 1” Ieyisha 8t.. Boston. s.


