
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

  
  

  
  
  
  
  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 
 
 

  

 

  

 
 
  
 of 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Fundamentle Democrac _ 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

Business in

the Saddle

at Washington

Contents on Page 465

 
 

Published Weekly

Five Cents a Copy One Dollar a Year

May 11, 1917

Number 997 NEW YORK Volume XX

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  



The Public
Twentieth Year

RUSSIA

A Select List of Books

on Russia or by

Russians

 

Home Life in Russia. Dr. Angelo S. Rsppaport. . . . . "nu."

Great Russia. Charles Sarolea. A new and brilliant study

of Russia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jl.

Russia's Hessage. By William English Walling, 8vo., cloth,

with over 20 new illustrations. This new, revised, an

chea er edition contains much valuable material gathered

at rst hand by Mr. Walling and never made available

elsewhere. This is true particularly of a large section de

voted to the most s'm ortsnt factor in Russia, and one Wthh

Americans know It'tte about—the Peasant . . . . . . . . . . “.1.”

Ioderu Russian History. By Alexander Xornilov. With Maps,

two volumes octavo buckram, gilt tops, boxed. This is

the only worlt in English that brings the history of Russia

right down to the resent. Its author, whose point of view

is liberal, is one o the most epulsr lecturers n

where he is a professor at e Politechnieum of

Great. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..per set ".00

An Interpretation of the Russian People. Leo Wiener._ A

study of the actual Russian in religion, art, music and liter

ature. $1.86

Russia and Democracy. G. De Wesselitslrl.

struggle of democracy in Russia trace from the time of

the foundation of the Russian State up to 191‘. Ivo. ‘:6

pp. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. o

Reminiscence of Tolstoy. Ilya Tolstoy. Translated by George

alderon. authoritative record of Tolstoy's reminis

cences, written b his son Count Ilya Tolno , himself a

writer of great a ility. Beautifully bound, an fully illus

trated. five. ‘05 pp. (Published at $2.") . . . . . . . . "H.061

Ideals and healities in Russian Literature. By P. Krepotkin.

Third edition 8vo., cloth This is generally considered the

best history of Russian literature available in English.

"Fine lectures on Russian literary history and characteristics

A study of the

. . . not only informing, they are actually human."—

I. 8. Kerfeet in Ls'h.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .........8.00

Intual Aid: A Factor of Ivelntiea. By P. Kropotkin. A

new and cheaper editien. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .....$l.li

The Russian level. From the French of £.-M. de Vogué.

Fourth edition, illustrated. This famous book is quite in

dispensable to the student of Russian fiction. It corn rises

the classic treatment of Pushltin, Gogol, Turgenev, olstoi

and Dostoevsky. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . “$8.00

The Preel be. By Ivan Gencharov, translated by l. Bryant.

Secon edition. One of the classic novels of Russia. A

reture of country life in the old leisurely Russia of the

rst half of the nineteenth century . . . . . . . . . . . . . . "Nu."

Ohelkash. By Maxim Gorky. Contains nine of Get 's best

known works: among which besides the title eca are

"Comrades," 'In the Steppe" and “Twenty-six and One,"

the tale that gave him his reputation in America.....£1.85

The Signal. By W. M. Gershin. Comprises practicall all the

work Gershn accomplished in his short life of th rty-throe

Some of the seventeen stories depict the horror of

most famous of these is "$0151;

years.

war as a Russian sees it:

Days.”

Anna Karenina. Leo Tolstoi. Cloth edition, $1.96. Two

volume edition, translated by R. S. Townsend. (Ever;

man's Library). Each. Clo. .50. Lea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J1.

War and Peace. Three volume edition. Each. Clo. .60. (Every

man's Library) Leather, per volume, {1.00
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Editorial

British statesmen can do no one thing at

this time that will go farther to awaken the

enthusiasm of the people of this country, and

demonstrate to the world the good faith of

their Government, than by instituting real

home rule in Ireland. If they are unable to

set up in that country the government en

joyed by Canada, Australia, and South Af

rica, their ability as peace makers at the close

of the war will rest under a cloud. The

President has broadly hinted that the Irish

question should be settled now. Congress

men have petitioned the British Government

to act; and prominent Americans in all walks

of life have supplemented the plea. It is a

rare opportunity for constructive legislation,

and it will be doubly effective if done at once.

i Q ll

Not all important happenings nowadays

pertain to the war. The election in Massa

chusetts of delegates to a constitutional con

vention may affect the welfare of the people

far more than any battle. It is gratifying

that of 319 delegates chosen, 170 are pledged

in favor of the Initiative and Referendum.

A disquieting feature of the result is that 68

of these were also endorsed by conservatives.

But this does not justify a doubt concern

ing the fidelity of these delegates to their

pledges. If the new Constitution contains

the Initiative and Referendum in a workable

form, voters can afford to overlook whatever

defects it may have when the time comes for

approval at the polls.

i i I

Congress should write the President’s

ideas of censorship into the Espionage Bill.

There is no desire, he says, to have immunity

from criticism, either for himself or for his

Administration. 011 the contrary, he wel

comes the freest and frankest expressions of

opinion on the part of the press and the peo

ple. This is the real spirit of democracy;

and it is only when this spirit is recognized

that democracy can grow. But Congress

must not pass a drastic censorship law with

expectation that the Executive will suspend

it; for the temptation of underlings to apply

force in moments of passion is so well known

that for their own protection they should not

have such legal power. Protecting the rights

of the citizen by suspending tyranny is alto

gether different from destroying tyranny by

guaranteeing the citizen his rights. Liberty

is to be preserved by writing it into the law,

not by depending upon individual executives.

Not every member of the Administration

shares the President's exalted ideas of de

mocracy. Besides, there will be other Presi

dents; and they should not be tempted by

bad precedents.

* * IF

When' President Wilson urged Southern

farmers to plant foodstuffs instead of cot

ton, he reckoned without his host, the land

owner. Negro tenant farmers, according to

a press dispatch, will risk eviction if they

make the change. The reason is that they

rent on shares and a cotton crop is the kind

most easily kept track of. Such interference

with public policy is encouraged by the Gov

ernment so long as it upholds private prop

erty in ground rents. The remedy is obvious.

# i i

The urgings to economy heard upon every

hand should be followed with discretion.

Like the advice to “go early and avoid the

crowd”—which is good when only few follow

it—the injunction to save if taken too liter

ally would disrupt business. For if every one

wore his hat another season the hatters

would starve. One unpleasant result of econ

omy has already come to pass. The scarcity

of food has been emphasized so much that

many who can afford it have laid in large sup

plies, thereby producing an unnecessary ad

vance in price. This practice may lead to

needless hardship among their fellows by in
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creasing the cost of living now, and prove a

fruitless result to themselves by leading to

an over supply in the future. Hysteria and

panic are poor monitors.

* i #

One of the encouraging signs of the times

is the increasing attention being paid to the

“high cost of living," even though in the main

it leads merely to such sporadic and abortive

investigations as those which have recently

swept over the country. The nation will

learn, in the course of time, that there is

something more fundamental involved than

“egg corners" and the much-abused middle

man. When Labor, organized and unorgan

ized, gets down to a study of the fundamen

tals of the “net wage,” it will discover an

ugly thing, capitalized-landlordism, gulping

the life-blood of labor and industry, gulping

down the benefits of every wage increase and

improvement in the industries, by means of

always increasing rents and site-values, at

every stage of production and distribution.

Then will men recognize the real octopus, the

real strangler of civilization, the chief cause

of inequality in the distribution of wealth,

the chief seat of poverty and near-poverty in

the midst of vast wealth.

# i i

For advocating stimulation of food produc

tion through a federal land value tax, Herbert

Quick of the Farm Loan Board, was called

to task by the Billings, Montana, Gazette in

its issue of April 21. It says:

Imposing special taxes on lands is not going to

increase production. If farmers thought they were

to be singled out in this way, they would be slow to

adopt measures that would increase land values and

raise their taxes.

Three days later the Gazette said:

Can Montana afford to permit its 30,000,000

acres of first class wheat lands to lie idle? In

virtually every county in this state there is sufii

cient idle land capable of producing crops that would

feed the residents of the State for several months

at least.

A little study of the latter statement will

show the Gazette that it erred in criticizing

Mr. Quick. So far from singling out farmers

for special taxation, his proposed land value

tax would save them from taxes which they

must otherwise bear. According to the

census of 1910, improved farms in Montana

cover but 3,640,309 acres. So if there are

30,000,000 acres of good wheat lands in the

State, eighty-eight per cent. must be held

by persons who are not farming them, and

the greater part of Montana’s share of Fed

eral land value tax would not fall on farmers

but on idle landholders. The only way these

idle landholders could reimburse themselves

would be by allowing their land to be used.

On the other hand, should no land value tax

be adopted, war revenue will probably be

raised by taxes on industry, aside from the

small proportion that Congress may put on

unearned incomes. The result must be a

far greater burden on working farmers than

the land value tax would impose. Herbert

Quick’s suggestion should be followed.

# i i

The Federal Trade Commission performed

another service by exposing facts concerning

the existing coal shortage. It finds no excuse

for the shortage or for any increase in price

and holds present charges to be unwarranted.

Prices at the mouth of the mine do not justify

them. It may be taken for granted that com

petition between retail dealers, unless re

stricted in some artificial way, would give

consumers the benefit of low prices at the

mine. But between the mine and the dealer

are the railroads. The Commission does not

definitely place responsibility upon them, but

the public can infer for itself that if prices at

the mine are reasonable, a shortage in the re

tail markets must be due to those who control

passage of the coal from the mine to the con

sumer. The retailer gains nothing from such

a situation. It only embarrasses him. Com

petition among wholesalers must have a simi

lar efiect, unless they have some connection

with a privileged interest. And next to own

ership of coal-bearing lands, control of the

highways to the mines is the biggest privi

lege involved in the situation. By a process

of elimination the blame can be located.

Price Regulation.

Congress is showing a commendable spirit

of industry, and a fair amount of discretion;

but it may not be amiss to remind some of the

members that Nature anticipated them with

a few laws that are still in force. Price reg

ulation is second only to the money question

in its fascination for some minds; but like the

money question it is far less amenable to

man’s fiat than some are in the habit of think

ing. In a country like Germany where all

commercial, social, and political activities are

directly under the supervision of the Govern
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ment, and each individual moves from the

cradle to the grave through police registers,

dire necessity has enabled the authorities to

govern prices somewhat by commandeering

supplies. But even there it has been found

necessary to make house to house searches

through the country to prevent people from

hoarding food. Great Britain, which en

joys conditions of individual liberty sim

ilar to our own, has had much difficulty

in regulating prices. The Nation, which

has taken a broad and rational view of

the whole situation, has called attention

from time to time to the difficulties that

arise when legal enactments are substituted

for natural law. It was found, for instance,

that although the Government could compel

the grocer to sell at a certain price, it was

unable to induce him to lay in a new supply

of goods that did not produce a profit; so that

the effect was to give moderate prices tem

porarily, and then to entirely shut off the

supply. This led to still further Government

action to secure the proper distribution of

goods.

What Great Britain has found so hard to

accomplish in her limited territory we may

expect to find more difficult in our larger

area. Prices of such staples as iron, coal, oil,

and other articles that are not subject to

seasonal influences may be limited, and some

thing may be done in the way of controlling

speculation in food products; but sooner or

later this palliative legislation will run

against the law of supply and demand. Then

Congress may either retire with such grace

as it can command, or defy Nature’s law by

shifting the whole commercial structure over

to a basis of legal enactments. It is to be

hoped that peace will return before we are

brought to that extremity.

There is, however, an alternative. Our

present predicament has not come from a

failure of the law of supply and demand. It

is due to the statutory laws that interrupt the

free play of that law. By giving a few men

absolute control over the copper in the earth

the rest of the people must pay the price de

manded. By permitting another set of men

to control the highways the general public

accepts such service as it can get. And so it

is with the various natural elements that

should by moral right be free to all, but that

have by legal enactment been made the prop

erty of the few. Congress may fix the price

of copper at thirty cents a pound, or twenty,

or ten. It was less than seven cents a pound

in 1890. But how will it know when the

true price has been found? If, instead of

attempting to fix the price, Congress will

recover for the people the right of owner

'ship to the copper deposits which they once

had, and will permit those to mine it who

will sell it cheapest, competition will force

the price to the lowest point that will re

munerate labor and capital. The same prin

ciple applies to all industry; and no per

manent relief will be had until legal monopo

lies have been abolished, which can be done

by shifting taxation from labor values to

land values. Such a change may not be

made in time to meet the present emer

gency; but it can and must be made to meet

the demands of peace. 8. 0.

Why There is Food Shortage.

Had the last Congress passed the Crosser

bill promptly, there would not now be

need for so much concern over the food sup

ply. That bill conserved for the use of all

desiring to become farmers the remaining

public lands, and provided in addition for

acquisition of lands privately owned. It

guarded against land speculation by a pro

vision for government retention of title and

for payment into the public treasury of the

full rental value of the land. This provision

furthermore protected the settlers from un

just State laws which require taxes to be

levied on labor or its products.

Had this bill become a law many city la

borers, to say nothing of the unemployed,

would have taken advantage of it to se

cure an independent livelihood, the produc

tion of food would have been stimulated and

the supply on hand and in sight would have

been much larger. No greater blunder was

committed by any recent Congress than the

failure to pass this bill.

But Congress is not the only culprit. The

States have also sinned. In the year 1912

the voters of Missouri rejected by six to one

a measure which, if adopted, would have

forced into use valuable land withheld for

speculative purposes. The people were mis

led into opposition by monopolistic interests

and their agents who did not hesitate to

spread most false statements concerning the

measure, to appeal to ignorance and preju

dice in every form, and even to encourage

lawless violence and intimidation as a means
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of withholding the truth from the voters. In

Oregon the voters, acting on the advice of

such papers as the Portland Oregonian, have

several times made the same mistake.

The same occurred in California. In

a number of other States the legislatures

have rejected bills to bring vacant land into

use through substitution of land value taxes

for taxes on labor. All who had a hand in

defeating these proposals have helped to cre

ate the existing food shortage.

Now the Secretary of Agriculture, Gover

nors of States and other officials are urging

farmers to raise bigger crops and propos

ing cultivation of vacant lands. But, strange

to say, all that is being suggested from offi

cial sources in regard to securing the use of

land is that the owners be kind enough to

lend it to cultivators.

Now, more than at any other time, is there

need of taking rental value of land for public

use. There should be no delay in pushing

through Congress a Constitutional amend

ment abolishing the unreasonable provision

requiring land value taxes to be apportioned

according to population. And in regard to

the States, the legislator who blocks the pass

age of bills to increase land value taxation

becomes responsible for continuing and mak

ing worse a very serious situation. s. D.

The Solemnity of War.

It is reassuring to note the spirit in which

public men are undertaking to discharge

the present duty of the Nation. It is equally

encouraging to see the sober manner of the

general public. The pomp and glitter of

marching men, the blare of trumpet and roll

of drum, have all but disappeared in the cold,

calculating organization to accomplish the

will of the Nation. The long, dreary succes

sion of dispatches from the entrenched

armies in Europe, as well as those from the

sea, lay bare the awful determination and the

sublime devotion of the men already engaged.

Even the bravado and enthusiasm of the re-'

cruiting station is to give way to the imper

sonal grind of conscription. The glory of

war has been transformed into the obligation

of duty.

This is the proper spirit for carrying out

the present undertaking. We have waived

the advantages of peace and accepted the sac

rifices of war because of our adherence to the

principles of political liberty through which

all peoples may work out their individual

well-being. We have assumed this solemn

responsibility, not as a step toward militar

ism, nor world dominion, but as an earnest

of our devotion to liberty. This spirit must

prevail to the end. Though we have taken

the sword in hand, we must not let it enter

our souls. This is not to be simply another

battle in the wars of history; it is to be, so

far as it is humanly possible to accomplish it,

the final war. For, being a war to free all

peoples, the conclusion of peace should see

no people with an excuse for further war.

The thought that this is a war to end mili

tarism and privilege must be carried through

to the end. S. c.

Negro Emigration.

A press announcement that a Methodist

minister has been sentenced to 60 days' hard

labor in North Carolina for enticing Negro

laborers to leave the State, and a letter from

a correspondent in Tennessee setting forth

the hard conditions of life in that State, em

phasize again the fact that, though we have

discovered myriads of the secrets of nature

we have yet to learn how to distribute wealth.

The falling off in immigration, together with

an unusual demand for labor, has sent em

ployers into all accessible cheap labor mar

kets for men. European labor is barred by

the war, and Asiatic labor by statute; hence,

the Southern States are called upon to give up

their cheap Negro labor. The railroads haVe

brought a great number of these men into

New York, Chicago, and other commercial

centers for road work, but only to see them

snatched up by other employers in turn. The

nominal wages offered in Northern cities are

so much above those of the Southern rural

regions that the attraction is irresistible.

The unexpected exodus may not result in

much betterment of the Negro's condition in

the North, because of race prejudice, and the

small margin between the higher wages and

the greater cost of living, but it will result in

a betterment of his condition in the South.

Jailing labor agents is not an effective way

of preventing emigration. A far better way

is to make local conditions more attractive.

This is already being done in various parts

of the South. Men like Dr. James H. Dil

lard testify to this slowly growing improve

ment. The better elements of the South have

long realized the necessity of such work,
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and have earnestly striven to solve the stu

pendous problem. The appeal of conscience

will now be supplemented by the interest of

the purse; and things that would not awaken

effort as long as matters ran on in the old

way, become very stimulating when they

threaten to disrupt industry. One of the

chief obstacles to the progress of the Negro

has been his contentment with little. As

wages under present conditions tend ever

toward the point of subsistence his willing

ness to live on a meager fare leads to low

wages, and his low wages induces shiftless

ways and inefficient labor. Those who now

venture northward will adopt new ideas and

customs, many of which they will take back

to their old homes when they tire of the

strange land; while those who remain will

feel the stimulus of the new ideas and the

greater demand for labor.

But when all is said regarding the race

question, and the abnormal conditions

brought about by the war, there still remains

the economic question that stares the whole

country, indeed, the whole world, in the face.

There are vast areas of unused land in the

South, from which labor, both white and

black, is barred by landlordism. So large a

proportion of the crop goes to the owner of

the land, that there is not enough left for the

laborer to induce him to till it. And so it

lies idle, taking the gambler’s chance of a

fortunate speculation. Ultimately people

will realize the unwisdom of permitting any

one to keep his fellow from using land he is

not himself using. Next they will see the

necessity of taking for governmental pur

poses the annual value that the community

has conferred upon the land, and exempting

the improvements. Such a method of tax

ation will drive all vacant land that has

value into use. And the Negro as well as the

white man will find his place in the sun.

S. C.

A Free Speech Victory.

Scarcely less significant than the collapse

of the plot against John R. Lawson, the mine

workers’ leader in Colorado, and of the

frame-up against Mooney in San Francisco

is the acquittal by a jury in Everett, Wash

ington, of Thomas H. Tracy, one of the I. W.

W.’s indicted on a trumped-up charge of

murder. Indictment and trial resulted from

an attempted visit to Everett, several months

ago, of a group of I. W. W.'s. However un

welcome to certain citizens of Everett their

visit may have been, they had a right to enter

the city. However false the doctrine they

Wished to spread may be, they were entitled

to the chance to present it. The right to

preach truth is in danger whenever the right

to preach error is denied.

But Everett’s Commercial Club felt other

wise. The I. W. W.’s were coming to say

things to the laboring people, which might

make them discontented. It mattered little _

to this club whether the prospective talks

were true or false. There might be good

grounds for discontent among the city’s la

boring class, but if so, it wanted knowledge

thereof withheld. So the sheriff of the county

was induced to make a lawless attack on the

visitors as they were about to land from a

steamer at the dock. Some were shot, others

beaten and arrested, and many were driven

away. In the course of this disorder a deputy

sheriff was killed. No indictments were pre

sented against the sheriff, his assistants or

members of the Commercial Club for their

part in the riot. But the I. W. W.’s were

prosecuted for defending themselves. It is

to be hoped that the failure of the prosecu

tion will discourage further attempts to sup

press discontent by force, not only in Everett

but elsewhere. S. D.

The Plutocratic Plea for Favor.

According to a published statement of the

Harriman National Bank of New York no

real benefit from the war may be looked for

by the present generation. It says: “The

real beneficiaries of our great undertaking

will be those who come after us rather than

ourselves.” That is not a very comforting

assurance, but it must be borne in mind that

the bank’s object was not to throw cold water

on war enthusiasm, but to provide a basis

for an argument for long time bonds in pref

erence to a pay-as-you-go policy. The bank

states further: “The financial burden should

be distributed equitably between us and those

who, probably through our efforts, will be in

a still better position to bear it.” That is

taking much for granted which cannot be

proven.

Admitting, for argument’s sake, that fu

ture generations will get all the benefits from

the war and the present generation none, it

does not follow that we have a right to put

any of the expense on those who come after
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us. No matter who gets the benefit of the

war, we are responsible for the undertaking.

We have no right to assume that those who

had no voice therein would not have pre

ferred the money to the undertaking. We do

not know but that they will reason that not

being responsible for creation of the debt

they will be under no moral obligations to

pay it. There is no equitable way of shov

ing any debt on persons who did not contract

it.

But, is the contention of the Harriman

Bank correct? At the end of the war will

the present generation, or those left of it, be

no better off ? If not, there will be no advan

tage to present to posterity. If it will be bet

ter off, it should bear the entire expense.

Posterity will have problems of its own to

meet. The expense of the Civil War was

shoved on the generation that had to wage

the Spanish War and now has the European

War on its hands. The expense of the Na

poleonic wars was shoved on succeeding gen

erations of Englishmen who now have the

burden of the present war piled on top of it

to meet. It is time to call a halt on such

proceedings.

The bank demands exemption from war

taxation of “those who shall have already

contributed as shareholders of corporations

that have voluntarily surrendered their prof

its for government work.” The supreme sac

rifice, according to this, is to surrender poten

tial profits, which may or may not have mate

rialized under other circumstances. The bank

forgets that citizens with no prospective

profits to surrender have already paid far

more than their fair share of public expenses

in indirect ways. They have paid in higher

prices created by taxes on labor products.

They have suffered from scarcity caused by

diversions of wealth to purposes of war.

They have been preyed upon by monopolies

upheld by government-conferred privileges.

And they have been compelled to work for

lower wages on account of limitation of op

portunities through monopoly of natural re

sources. The financial sacrifices of the cor

poration stockholders are as nothing com

pared with those of citizens who may never

hope to be stockholders.

The war will be fought by men living to

day with existing materials. All of the suffer

ing and dying must be done by a part of the

present generation. Those who are will

ing that this sacrifice of humanity take place

should be as willing to bear the entire finan

cial cost. They should be ready to bear it.

without whimpering concerning possible

profits foregone, and without trying to shove

it on generations yet to be. 3. D.

Make Way for More Food.

Who can say that the unexpected, or per

haps we should say the long-expected, may

not happen as one of the results of this ter

rible time of war? Telegraphic messages

say that at least one of England’s great land

lords has spoken in no uncertain words, and

that the Russian peasants are awaking once

more to their landed rights. In this country

may not the coming taxes and the agitation

for more food direct attention to the source

from which all revenues might rightly come

and to the surest means for securing larger

supplies of food?

The message from England telling that

Lady Warwick has issued a stirring appeal

to the landed aristocracy to turn over their

feudal properties to the State may not be any

indication of immediate action, but it must

have its effect in directing attention to the

great present evil of landlordism. “The only

cure,” she is reported as saying, “for the

present evils seems to me to be the abolition

of all private property in the earth that was

given to all of us in common.” In view of

words like these it is evident that all of us on

both sides of the Atlantic who have advocated

the taxation of land-values may well press

forward to call attention to this doctrine of

taxation which will accomplish the result

which Lady Warwick desires.

Urgent appeals are being made for larger

crop productions in this country and atten

tion is being called to the large amount of

land that is held out of use. Even in the

comparatively thickly populated eastern part

of our country people see the extensive tracts

of unused land. Travelers from Washington

to New York passing large cities, Baltimore,

Wilmington, Philadelphia, Trenton, see acres

of idle land which, if cultivated, might supply

food for the Nation. Throughout the South

and West there are square miles of land

which could be immediately used for produc

tive purposes if the dead hand of speculation

were not stretched over them.

No other measure, no amount of preaching

from the National and State Departments of

Agriculture would accomplish so much for
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the increase of food production as the open

ing up of unused land which would surely

follow a just assessment and taxation of land

values. May not the present and coming

emergencies offer the opportunity of bring

ing the Nation to a realization of the double

fact that the taxation of land-values would

provide needed revenue without injurious

burden and at the same time unloose the hand

of landlords who are holding unused lands?

JAMES H. DILLARD.

Ruulan Republic’s Birth Throea.

The events of the week in Russia have held

the attention of this country in spite of the

hurry of war preparations and the giant

strides toward co-ordination of activity

through the foreign commissions. The out

come of the situation in Petrograd will deter

mine the degree of American participation

in the war, as a separate peace would leave a

hole in the Allied human resources which

this country would be called upon to fill. The

Provisional Government has reaffirmed its

determination to meet Russia’s obligations to

her allies. Popular demonstrations actuated

mostly by undisciplined impulse have appar

ently settled into support of the Government.

The bone of contention between Mr. Miliu

kof‘r‘ and the Workmen’s Council is the for

mer’s partial adherence to the foreign policy

of the autocracy. The “extremists” are for

the moment in the saddle and can probably

secure a complete repudiation of imperialistic

designs as a condition of further support of

the war. This will bring Russia’s war aims

into accordance with those of the western

democracies.

Apart from its European significance, the

Russian situation has its intrinsic interest as

a stage in nation-making. Those well ac

quainted with Russia are aware that the

country is historically and essentially a peas

ant democracy. The aristocracy has little

importance and its basis in landed estates has

been rapidly slipping away in recent years.

On top of the local traditional democratic

system was spread the fabric of the bureau

cracy, an outside and artificial thing invented

by Peter the Great as a means of quickly

westernizing his country. The bureaucracy

as the point of entry of foreign methods was

in time permeated and dominated by German

influence. Perfidy was inherent in the sys

tem. The Roumanian chief of staff has dis

closed the method by which Mr. Sturmer car

ried out the sacrifices of his country. The

moment arrived when the whole bureau

cratic cargo was jettisoned, and the autocracy

went with it. Whatever happens in Russia,

bureaucratic rule has gone forever.

As elsewhere, the democracy of Russia has

two factors, the agricultural and the indus

trial. The former is overwhelming in

strength, conservative and slow-moving; the

latter is socialistic, extreme, less responsible,

and quick, in ways familiar everywhere.

This industrial group was the immediate in

strument that accomplished the revolution,

and is for the moment dominant. It will set

tle into a powerful but not determining influ

ence if it does not over reach. The socialist

organization has for a long time been split

into its moderate and extreme sections. Mr.

Tcheidse, as head of the moderate group, is

holding the Workmen’s Council and the Pro

visional Government together. If the ex

tremists dominate the Council, Russian Gov

ernment may be for some months an ugly

confusion. Ultimately, no one can doubt that

the destiny of Russia lies in the hands of the

peasant.

The factor that gives steadiness during

the transition is Russia's financial embar

rassment which keeps the way open for the

exertion of Allied influence. It will give

weight to the commission headed by Mr.

Root. Russians should understand that Mr.

Root goes to assist in an administrative and

not a political way. If the latter were his

function, the infant democracy would have a

wolf for foster-mother, and the present phase

of Russian history only a legendary interest.

i i t

A timely warning is given by the Russell

Sage Foundation to those overzealous legis

lators who in their eagerness to put the Na

tion on a war footing are willing to repeal

the laws limiting the hours of labor. It

would be questionable policy in any event to

suspend laws so dearly won; but to do so in

the face of England’s experience in speeding

up is folly. Overwork of munition workers

at the beginning of the war compelled a re

turn to shorter shifts and the various meas

ures of health conservation that experience

had verified. American legislatures might

have been excused three years ago for making

this mistake. It is now unpardonable. The

safeguards of labor must be preserved.
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Ideas vs. Economic Forces.

By Earl Barnes.

Why is Europe involved in the most devas

tating war known in all history, and why are

we now casting in our lot with the struggling

nations? If one puts these questions to a

group of intelligent people, he hears much of

cruelty and ruthlessness and self-defence and

protection of national honor; but if he gets

past these general exclamations of passion,

he is told that it is all due to some blind play

of economic laws which are supposed to rest

on inexorable cosmic forces. We seem con

tent to explain the causes that make our hap

piness or plunge us in misery in terms of

markets, trade, land hunger and general in

dustrialism.

Civilization never moves forward with an

even front. In one period it specializes in

ecclesiasticism, in another in statecraft, in

another in theology, in another in art. Ours

is a period of industrialism, of money and of

material products. For the Jehovah of the

Jews, scourging his people up to the battle

line, we have substituted a polytheistic brood

of petty gods whom we label vaguely as racial

needs and economic necessities. And yet as

we recite the words, thousands of mingled

races are going down to death in defiance of

every economic principle that we know. Are

we not in danger of forgetting the power of

ideas in which our national life was laid and

in which we have trusted for more than a

hundred years?

Thus, to explain the action of Germany, we

say she was being crowded and her citizens

were forced to find a place where the sun of

economic prosperity could shine upon them.

Yet is it not true that in August, 1914, any

German citizen could have gone to New York,

London, Paris, Brazil, or Argentina, or al

most anywhere else in the civilized world,

and from the day of landing could have en

joyed all the privileges of daily life and

trade, and, after a brief residence, all the

privileges of political life enjoyed by the citi

zens of those lands? If this is true, it was

not men and women who were crowded, but

Germans; and yet the German Empire was

less than a half century old and racially it

included many Slavs, Jews, and Frenchmen.

Even at home, the Germans were becoming

economically less crowded each year, owing

to the increase in manufacturing activity and

to the diminishing birth rate. At the out

break of the war, England and Wales had a

population of 640 per square mile, while the

German Empire had but 318 inhabitants per

square mile. Owing to increased manufac

tures and the need for hands at home, less

and less of Germany’s excess population,

amounting to about 800,000 annually, was

finding it necessary each year to go over seas.

But, we are told, this increased output of

German manufactures meant new need for

markets, not merely markets for goods, but

German markets for German goods. It was

not the men and women in Germany who

were crowded, and wanted to sit in the sun;

it was the German nation and German trade,

not people and trade, but German people and

German trade.

This view of the subject shifts the cause

of the war from the struggle of individuals

in Germany to secure a living, to the desire

of Germans to emphasize and augment Ger

man nationality. But this struggle for Ger

man dominancy does not rest on cosmic con

ditions nor on an economic need; it rests on

an idea. It is only incidentally a racial idea,

for it now binds together a warring mass of

79,000,000 Teutons, 33,000,000 Slavs, 21,000,

000 Turks, 10,000,000 Magyars, and several

millions of Jews. Its ideal was doubtless the

British Empire which rules 450,000,000 peo

ple, only about 80,000,000 of whom are white

and speak English.

This view is not fashionable today among

historians and sociologists. They do not like

to find a moving power in ideas but, as we

have said, in economic forces which push for

ward, thrust aside or block the civilization of

the world. Ideas, they say, are all born out

of cosmic conditions and economic forces.

Personally, I believe the Golden Rule ap

peared almost simultaneously in the mind of

the rich Roman statesman, Seneca, and in

the mind and heart of a poor Jewish carpen

ter. But even if we grant a cosmic origin for

all ideas, it still remains true that when the

idea has been born, and has been embodied in

speech, it may be transported thousands of

miles from the place of its origin, into a

palace or into a jungle, and may there bear

fruit in the mind and heart of a philosopher

or of a hungry savage.

Beyond this, an idea may long survive the

conditions that created it and it may continue

to function even after those conditions have

passed away. Ideas of witchcraft were

doubtless born out of cosmic forces working

on man’s nervous system; but once shaped

they destroyed a hundred thousand witches,

who never existed; and they were even ac

cepted for a time in intelligent New Eng

land, which had really outgrown them.
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From these general considerations let us

turn back to the present war. By 1870, the

ideas of a narrow and exclusive nationality.

had done their major work and had been

largely superseded among the most advanced

nations. Germany had failed to crystallize

at the right time, and so came to the process

like a child who has failed to cut his second

teeth when he should have done so and, com

ing to the process late, takes it hard.- Bis

marck, Von Moltke, and William I. forced

the process with the instruments of compul

sory education, compulsory military service,

a protective tariff, emphasis on Deutschlaynd

Uber Alias and hatred of those who had al

ready achieved national existence, until the

egotism and dominancy of German national

ism made life for her neighbors impossible.

For, meantime, large parts of Europe and of

America had adopted a large degree of inter

nationalism. They not only practiced it, as

Germany also did, but they had in some meas

ure accepted it in their thinking. Travel and

commerce flowed over all lands; science, art

and literature knew no national boundaries.

Our melting pot had shaped a hundred mil

lion souls, living in forty-eight states, into

a new type of social and political life.

In individuals all transitions are painful.

We leave creeping and learn to walk with

difficulty. Pubertal changes are marked

with disturbance and sometimes with disas

ter. And in the changes incident to growth

we do not know what we are doing; we suffer

discomfort, writhe and complain, strike out

blindly even to our own hurt, and emerge

confused and uncertain as to where we are.

It is the same with groups, for groups are

the sum of their individuals. Civilization

moves painfully and blindly through its mu

tations. The Thirty Years War, 1618-1648,

was thought by those who fought it to be a

religious war, the culmination of the Protest

ant Revolution. It proved to be not a re

ligious war but a war of emerging nationali

ties; and the Treaty of Westphalia, which

closed it, dismissed religion by declaring that

each petty ruler should establish the religion

in his State which he liked best, and then the

treaty passed on to national considerations.

To me, this present war is a war of emer

ging internationalism. It is not a war of au

tocracy against democracy, nor a war to

destroy militarism. Under continuing con

ditions of peace the European political autoc

racies were doomed and democracy would

have sloughed them off. The process may be

hurried or retarded by this war. Militarism

and war were already as obsolete as the duel.

They settle nothing; they can settle nothing.

They destroy civil liberty; plunge the na

tions into poverty; accumulate hate; and then

the trouble has still to be settled by agree

ment. This war may make us realize these

facts; but they were already apparent to all

thoughtful people. What we had not be

come conscious of was the fact that man’s

intelligence and material inventions had

reached a point where narrow nationalisms

must give way to intelligent international

lSITl.

More than a hundred years ago, in a few

brief years, we Americans took a vast step

in confederated living. In 1861-65 we af

firmed our belief in the experiment. In 1898,

we extended it to parts of Spanish America.

England, Scotland, Wales, with Canada,

Australia, New Zealand and South Africa

have crept slowly and half consciously along

the same lines. With none of the ordinary

bonds of political coercion, these countries

are now fighting their way through a great

crisis as though bound together by chains of

steel.

But why, since we know the futility of

war, must we plunge into it? Because life is

never logical, and the best leadership having

failed, and man’s passions having been

loosed, we must go through with the grim

drama. We know that military conditions

at the end of the war will not determine the

conditions of peace. Even if the Central

Powers are humbled, their enemies will not

take all they can in reprisal. If they do, and

the Central Powers retain their intelligence

and their spirit, the real settlement will come

after peace is made, in the fields of intelli

gence and trade, with probable bloody re

venges added. And yet we must join the

struggle, that we may save what may be

saved, and that we may participate in the

peace that is to follow.

In the final reckoning we must have the

right to sit at the council table and partici

pate as one of the great modern units in

shaping a new internationalism. We must

help to substitute for narrow nationalism,

with its foolish diplomacy, its futile balanc

ing of powers, its self-destroying armies and

navies, and its trade-destroying and war

provoking protective tariffs a new confedera

tion of Europe and the Americas.

With Brazil and Argentina, with Canada

and Australia, and even with little Cuba and

Guatemala, we must help to temper the jeal

ousies and the ambitions of Germany, Aus

tria, England, France and Russia. We also

need Switzerland, Holland, Denmark and

Scandinavia at the round table where, if the

time be ripe and we are wise enough, a new

commonwealth of nations will be created.
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Business Takes Charge.

By George P. Weet.

Sweeping and drastic powers are being

exercised from Washington today in the car

rying out of our industrial and economic

mobilization for war. And they are in the

hands, not of men duly elected to office under

the Constitution and the statutes, but of com

mittees of business men called together over

night to aid the over-burdened executive

branch of the Federal Government.

War exigencies require prompt and dras

tic action with respect to production and dis

tribution of food, coal, and necessities of

every sort, involving an improvised nation

alization of transportation and other vital

basic industries hitherto left to private con

trol. In its emergency the Federal Govern

ment, through the President’s Cabinet or

ganized as a Council of National Defense, has

turned to our efficient business executives.

Today Washington office buildings are filling

up with new committees organized under the

Advisory Board of the Council of National

Defense. The functions and powers of these

committees are expanding so rapidly that no

one can say how far the process has gone.

Overworked cabinet officers can only give

carte blanche to these industrial captains

suddenly called to the nation’s council table,

where they work without salary and under

an authority implied by the national need,

undefined by statute.

Five railroad presidents, comprising the

Advisory Board’s committee on transporta

tion, issue an order that in two weeks will

clear the yards of loaded coal cars, hasten de

liveries, and bring the empty cars back to the

mines for reloading. The order is communi

cated by telephone to a multi-millionaire coal

operator, who for a week past has been serv

ing the Government at $1 a year as chairman

of the Committee on Coal Production. In his

outer office sits a former coal salesman.

brought to Washington at his old salary of

$10,000 a year, all but $1 of which is paid

from the Chairman’s private purse. The

Chairman and his fellow-committeemen will

co-operate with the railroad presidents in

overcoming the car shortage. They will find

out whether any of the nation’s coal miners

can be spared for military service. They will

demand and obtain exemption for those who

cannot be spared.

In a private office building where half a

dozen of these committees have their head

quarters, a board of physicians and surgeons,

suddenly called from private practice, are

drawing up drastic regulations to bar whis

key and venereal disease from territory with

in twenty-five miles of every training camp.

Another committee, experts in manufacture

of steel products, is reaching a decision that

the Springfield rifle must be abandoned in

favor of the Enfield for our new army, be

cause the Government arsenals cannot turn

out the required number of Springfields,

while the Committee’s census has shown that

private plants can produce Enfield rifles in

abundance.

The Navy Department faces a car short

age in moving coal to the Pacific coast for the

fleet there. Men who three months ago

looked upon government as a horde of bad

gering politicians tell the Navy’s paymaster

that coal cars must not be used for the long

haul to San Francisco; they come back empty

and the waste is too great. They insist on

the use of box cars, which can be loaded with

needed Pacific coast products and made to

earn their way on the return journey. The

Navy yields, after protesting that the unload

ing machinery will not handle box cars and

being asked, without too much politeness,

what has become of California’s supply of

muscle, shovels, and ingenuity.

Already the Advisory Board has commit

tees on transportation, food, coal production,

health, munitions, supplies, and labor. The

number and the power of these committees

is steadily growing, and the “advisory” in the

title of the Board which their chairmen con

stitute has become a pleasant euphemism.

We have turned to efficient American busi

ness in our emergency, and today govern

ment processes 1101: second in importance to

the direction of the army and navy are com

ing rapidly under the autocratic and efficient

administrative direction of men who would

have scorned any governmental berth as re

cently as three months ago.

American business is in the saddle at

Washington. In no other field could the Gov

ernment find expert knowledge and executive

efficiency. Our radicals are nowhere. Di

vided over the wisdom and rightness of the -

declaration of war, many of their strongest

leaders still smarting under the enforced de

cision, they have had nothing to offer, no

job that was peculiarly their own. Agitate

they can. Vigilance and criticism is still

open to them. But it is a time when criticism

from the outside is discredited in advance and

only the man who comes forward with af

firmative help in winning the war can gain a

hearing. And for the most part our radicals
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stand by speechless, helpless, while the con

duct of affairs passes to men who are atri

otic, men who are efficient, men who ow

their jobs,—men who, while talking democ

racy, hate it instinctively as something inef

fectual, flabby, sentimental, something that

interferes with their supreme goal of “get

ting results.” We see Gary placing the steel

corporation at the GOVernment’s disposal. We

see Schwab going to Washington to perform

a like errand with a fine gesture of patriot

ism. Men less open to suspicion from demo

crats not only offer but do. American busi

ness enlisted for the war before it was asked.

It did not wait for conscription. It has played

rings around its critics. Business is being

nationalized; but the process is in its own

hands,—in the hands of its high priests, in

the hands of men who have burned incense

at the twin altars of privilege and economic

absolutism.

There is no criticism here of any one. It

is a time when power passes into the hands

capable of using it, and the thing that has

happened is the only thing that could have

happened. Nor have President Wilson and

his Cabinet abdicated. They are in command,

and they can be counted upon to do all that a

handful of mortal men can do to infuse the

true spirit of democracy into our new war

organization. But to spend a week in Wash

ington is to get an impression of events mov

ing rapidly and irresistibly; new powers in

the hands of new agencies, accruing over

night; a thousand jobs crying to be done; of

government executives too busy even to give

thoughtful indorsement to decisions already

made, much less to shape them in the making.

What are the implications and the possi

bilities in this swinging back from govern

ment by democratic statesmen and politicians

to government by efficient but autocratic

business? That they are tremendous no one

who watches the process can doubt.

Organized labor, it is true, has its place in

the new extra-legal war machinery. Mr.

Gompers is chairman of the Committee on

Labor in the Advisory Board of the Council

of National Defense. He has appointed to

act with him Mr. V. Everitt Macy, president

of the National Civic Federation, and his

committee is oflicered largely by employees of

that Federation. Mr. Gompers is intensely

patriotic, so much so that his activities as a

member of the Advisory Board have aroused

bitter opposition among that strong minority

in the American Federation of Labor that

gives only grudging acquiescence to the Gov

ernment's war policy. As president of the

American Federation of Labor he is the head

of a great opportunist organization devoted

to eXceedingly practical and immediate ends,

and his enthusiastic patriotism will undoubt

edly prove an asset of the greatest value to

organized labor in making its influence felt

during the conduct of the war. But it re

mains to be seen whether Mr. Gompers acted

wisely in accepting the chairmanship of a

separate committee on labor. His organiza

tion is left without representation on other

committees charged more directly with di

recting the processes of production and dis

tribution. In these other committees will de

cisions affecting the workers be made, and

things probably will move too rapidly to per

mit re-opening questions once decided.

For the most part, the critic of events can

only wait and see. The 'war god is sweeping

us onward so rapidly that the only goal we

can see clearly is victory in the conflict with

Germany. But two results of the first im

portance seem certain to ensue. Administra

tive efficiency at Washington is to be in

creased to an extent never dreamed of by the

most optimistic student of our government.

And just as our business executives will kick

through and tear away the tangle of politics,

red tape, intrigue, precedent, inertia and lazi

ness with which every administration has

struggled at Washington, so they and the

country will come to see the stupid and crim

inal waste and inefficiency involved in admin

istering our great basic industries in the in

terests of contending groups of private bank

ers and profiteers.

In a word, if we are fortunate and the

writer not too optimistic, government will

adopt the methods of business, while business

will adopt the animating motive of govern

ment,—national service in place of private

profit. This is not to say that private profit

and the enjoyment of unfair privileges will

disappear as business motives: no such happy

revolution is remotely indicated. It is to say

only that these motives must be subordinated

as never before to the motive of national ser

vice, that the country will demand such a

subordination of contending private interests

as will reduce waste and cross-purposes and

anarchy in production and distribution. For

an appalling lack of intelligent co-ordination

among the great private agencies that con

trol production and transportation is one of

the revelations of the moment. Food rots on

the tracks in Chicago while prices soar in

Washington; coal miners are idle in Ohio and

Pennsylvania for lack of cars to move the

product, while factories in New England

shut down for want of coal.

With Germany before us, we need no re

minder that nationalization of industry and

consequent reduction of waste can be
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achieved without gain in the direction of

democracy and the well being of the indi

vidual. All that is saved may be appropri

ated to the sinister and anti-social pur

poses of a ruling class, and the power

for evil of that class merely strength

ened thereby. And to admit the likeli

hood of a nationalizing of our basic indus—

tries is not to furnish cause for callow rejoic

ing. National service means vastly different

things to different men. There are sincere

patriots among the business executives on

the job at Washington whose conception of

the nation is of multitudes born to work

under navy yard discipline, directed by fore

men and superintendents with stop watches

in hand and exercising the power of arbi

trary discharge to discourage insubordina

tion, depending for any improvement in their

lot on the opportunities in the existence of

which these men fondly persist in believing;

and of a much smaller class enjoying privi

leges earned by their own thrift or that of

their forebears, in possession of the land, the

tools, and the authority which they fondly

persist in believing is theirs by right of supe

rior industry and ability.

The war may nationalize our business.

Will it help to socialize it? Will the spirit of

democracy burn brighter or feebler as the

months go by? It is the question of all ques

tions, for on it depends not only our progress

at home, but ultimately our international re

lations. Until or unless the time comes when

the people are called upon for real sacrifices,

things will go on in Washington as our

leaders and the gods direct. After that, it

will go hard with any government or any

class that demands sacrifices not surely in

the cause of democracy, at home as well as

abroad.

NEWS OF THE WEEK

Week Ending May 8.

Congressional Doings.

By a vote of 220 to 167 the House on May 4 struck

out of the espionage bill the censorship clause. Then

by a vote of 190 to 185 it adopted the following

substitute:

During any national emergency resulting from

a war in which the United States is a party or

from imminence of such war the publication wil

fully and without proper authority of any informa

tion relating to the national defence that is or may

be useful to the enemy is hereby rohibited, and

the President is hereby authorize to declare by

proclamation the existence of such national emer

gency, and is_hereby authorized from time to time

y proclamation to declare the character of such

information which is or may be useful to the

enemy, and in any prosecution hereunder the jury

trying the cause shall determine not only whether

the defendant or defendants did wilfully and with

out proper authority publish the information re

lating to the national defence as set out in the in

dictment, but also whether such information was

of such character as to be useful to the enemy.

Provided, that nothing in this section shall be con

strued to limit or restrict any discussion, comment

or criticism upon any fact or any of the acts or

policies of the Government or its representatives

or the publishing of the same.

With this amendment the bill was passed by a vote

of 260 to 105. [See current volume, page 425.]

Chairman Lever, of the House Agricultural Com

mittee introduced on May 3 a bill empowering the

President during the war to act as follows:

To fix maximum and minimum prices for food,

clothing, fuel and other necessaries, and the

articles required for their production.

To prescribe regulations to govern the produc

tion of these commodities and, if necessary,

to requisition the producing factories, mines or

other establishments.

To compel holders of necessaries to release them

in amounts insuring equitable distribution.

To regulate exchanges in such a way as to

eliminate market manipulation.

To compel railroads to give preference to the

movement of necessaries.

To levy such importation duties as he finds

necessary to prevent excessive “dumping” of

foreign products.

To impose limitations or prohibitions upon the

use of grain in the manufacture of liquor.

Q .

Before the House Committee on agriculture on

May 7, Herbert C. Hoover of the American Food

Commission, declared price-fixing provisions such as

the Lever bill contains had proven failures in

Europe. He urged immediate measures by a spe

cially created commission to encourage production

and bring about equitable distribution. He sug

gested particular attention to congestion in railroad

yards and at shipping docks.

. U

The House pased on May 7 the Senate resolution

authorizing the President to make use of enemy

vessels in American ports for Government service.

An exception was made in favor of vessels in the

former Danish West Indies, now Virgin Islands. A

hitherto unpublished clause in the treaty with Den‘

mark by which the islands were acquired requires

the exception.

. O

The Conference Committee of House and Senate

has so far failed to agree on the Conscription bill.

The Coal Situation.

A report to Congress on the anthracite coal situa~

tion was made by the Federal Trade Commission on

May 5. It finds no excuse for a panic or for any

increase in price. The report states in part:

The fair retail rice at any place is the price

at the mouth of t e mine plus freight, plus the

reasonable dealer's profit and cost of local delivery.

The May price at the mine of ordinary white and

anthracite, allowing for the forty cent discount, i'

approximately as follows:

Egg, gross ton (2,240 lbs.), $4.05; net ton



May 11, 1917

459
The Public

(2,000 lbs.), $8.61; stove, gross ton, $4.30; not

ton, $8.84; chestnut, $4.40; net ton, $3.93.

The commission finds that at the present mo~

ment the symptoms of the former unwarranted

panic are recurring. This is intolerable, and the

commission now, without waiting to complete its

report on past conditions, is moved to call the _at

tention of the Senate to the danger threatening

consumers of anthracite coal.

The commission is able to say that there now

exists no good reason for a panic in the anthracite

market, nor for any increase in the present selling

price to consumers. On the contrary, the retail

prices generally obtaining to-day are unwarranted.

The wage increase agreed upon on April 26,

1917, will involve an increased cost of production

of between twenty-four and thirty cents a ton. The

price at which leading operators have announced

that they will sell will not exceed this increase.

The commission calls your attention also to

other activities of speculators in anthracite coal

who perform no useful service in the distribution

of coal, but who insert themselves as disturbing

and clogging factors upon the industry, and whose

unearned profits are often much greater than those

enjoyed by either miner or operator or honest

dealer. These profits, in many instances more than

100 per cent, were paid by the consumer together

with tremendous bills for car demurrage.

Within the scope of its powers this commission

will continue to exert every influence to avert the

threatened recurrence of the conditions obtaining

in the Winter of 1916-1917.

The commission will expose any unscrupulous

wholesaler, jobber or retailer who seeks to mislead

the public into a belief that exorbitant prices are

justifiable. or that there is any necessity to join

in a frenzied bidding to secure immediate delivery

for far-future needs.

President Wilson on Free Speech.

In reply to the recent letter signed by Mathew

Hale, Amos Pinchot, Lillian D. Wald, and other

prominent citizens protesting against interference

with free speech, President Wilson wrote on May 5

as follows:

The letter signed by yourself and others under

date of April 16 has, of course, chimed in with my

own feelings and sentiments. I do not know

what steps it will be practicable to take in the im

mediate future to safeguard the things which I

agree with you in thinking ought in any circum

stances to be safeguarded, but you may be sure I

have the matter in mind and will act, I hope, at

the right time. in the spirit of your suggestion.

[See current volume, page 401.]

Massachusetts Constitutional Convention Election.

The election on May 1 for delegates to frame a

new constitution for Massachusetts resulted in elec

tion of 11 delegates at large endorsed by the pro—

gressive element, 4 endorsed by the conservative

element, and one endorsed by both. Besides these

303 delegates were elected by districts as follows:

conservatives, 125; progressives. 91; endorsed by

both sides, 68: endorsed by neither, 19. The pro

gressive candidates are pledged to support the Initia

tive and Referendum. The alignment in the con

vention according to endorsements will thus be:

conservatives, 129; progressives, 102; endorsed by

both sides, 59; endorsed by neither, 19.

The l. W. W. lxonerased.

The trial at Everett, Washington, of Thomas I.

Tracy, a member of the Industrial Workers of the

World indicted for murder in connection with the

riot of November 5, resulted in acquittal on May

Tracy was one of the I. W. W.'s whose attempt to

enter the city, after forcible deportation of a num

ber of the order, caused Sherifl' McRae and his

deputies to shoot at the steamer from which they

were about to land. The Sheriff’s attack was re

sisted and in the fight some of the I. W. W.’s were

killed or wounded and a deputy sheriff was killed.

Tracy’s indictment was based on the death of this

deputy. Seventy-tWo other members were held, but

Tracy’s acquittal will probably cause release of all.

The defense at the trial produced evidean showing

the lawless methods of the sheriff supported by the

Commercial Club. The beating of deported men and

other acts of violence on the part of officers of the

law were testified to. At the same time it was shown

that the I. W. W.’s had never resisted arrest or shown

violence toward ofllcers. Evidence was also pre

sented to show that the Sherifl and his men had

been the aggressors, at the affair on the dock. [See

vol. xix, pp. 1068, 1115.]

Calls On Fellow-Landlords to Surrender.

The Countess of Warwick issued an appeal on

April 19 to England’s landed aristocracy to give its

approval to abolition of private property in land.

She said, in part:

We must go. The aristocracy of England in

its position of hereditary landowners, must go.

The country rings with suggestions for the bet

terment of the conditions under which land is cul

tivated, but as I see things the suggestions are

in no instance drastic enough.

The only cure for the present evils seems to

me to be State ownership, the abolition of all

private property in the earth that was given to

all of us in common. There are two classes of

large landowners in En land, the aristocracy and

the plutocracy. As a c ass, the aristocracy have

been good landlords within limits, but the limits

are very marked, because they have always been

a narrow-minded body. The average chatelaine

who plays the part of Lady Bountiful is to me an

abomination, because her philanthropy is so closely

associated with dogmatic religion, personal pride,

and party politics.

I have known estates where the tenants are ex

pected to belong to the Church of England, and

nonconformists are barred or persecuted. Radical

ism is likewise suspect. Farmers, laborers, and

small village tradesmen have been ruined or exiled

from the place of their birth because their opin

ions are contrary to those of their landlords. Men

and women on such estates must rule their lives

to order, think as they are told to think. If our

aristocracy possessed the overwhelming wisdom

necessary to their réle as supreme dictators all

would be well, but I cannot reckon in their ranks

more than six whose claims would hear momentary

consideration.

As for the plutocrats, the men who have bought

lands and titles in the open market—and the one

is nearly as readily purchased as the other—they

have not the old feudal tradition of the aristoc

racy. They have been accustomed to make busi

ness ventures pay; they demand 6 per cent. on
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their outlay and employ an agent who will see

that they get it. The landlord of this class is a

bad landlord.

For the betterment of social conditions in Eng

land a supreme sacrifice is required. It is no

more than justice that the men who have offered

their lives in this war for Britain should have

the freedom of Britain for their reward. It is no

{ustice that calls men to fight for the land and

eaves it in the hands of a fraction of those who

fought. To me it is impossible that in the future

“His Grace” or “My Lord” should own square miles

of mother earth for which Tom died and Dick was

sore wounded and Harry fought unscathed.

The country has great needs. If it is to remain

solvent the united work of one and all is neces

sary. The old feudal landlord will be an anach

ronism, the new money-spun landlord an abom

ination. Only the State can own the land in trust

for those who can make it productive. We who

are in the high places in England should retire

from them in the real halo of renunciation, and

our act of sacrifice would be a better memorial

than the best of us could have hoped to gain.

Affiliated with reform movements of a Socialistic

character for many years, the Countess of Warwick

was led into special activity on the land question

by Mrs. Joseph Fels at the time of the latter’s latest

visit to England. The Countess is herself an exten

sive land owner. The extent of her holdings has been

estimated at 23,000 acres.

European War.

Military activity on the western front is now

almost continuous. The British on the 3rd renewed

their attack on an 18-mile front east and southeast of

Arras, in which several strategic points and 600

yards of the Hindenburg line were taken. The most

desperate counter attacks of the best German troops

have failed to dislodge the British from their ad

vanced position. The village of Bullecourt which

has been so strongly held by the Germans is now

surrounded on three sides by the British, and is

expected momentarily to fall into their hands. On

the 4th the French began an attack on the Aisne

front, extending from the angle near Soissons to West

Champagne, that resulted in the capture of the im

portant town of Craonne and the Aisne Heights,

which are estimated to be of great importance. This

advance on a 20-mile front included the capture of

6,100 German prisoners. This makes 29,000 pris

oners taken by the French since the beginning of

the present movement on April 16. Little of mo

ment is reported from the other military fronts.

I See current volume, page 426.]

Q .

Submarine activities continue without apparent

abatement. The toll taken of merchant shipping is

recognized as of the very first importance, and every

effort of the Entente Allies and the American Gov

ernment is directed toward overcoming the menace.

J. Bernard Walker, editor of the Scientific American,

estimates Germany’s submarines at not less than 500.

He credits her with 700 in six months, and 1,200

in a year. French and British ofiicials, while rec

ognizing the seriousness of the situation, profess

entire confidence in their ability to withstand the

submarine attack.

No news has been given out regarding the military

activities of the American Government, aside from

the general preparations in all departments. The

consultations between the British and French com

missions and the Government at Washington look

to complete co-operation among the several govern

ments in effecting their common purpose. The French

commission made a visit to Chicago, St. Louis, and

other western cities during the week, and will visit

New York on their return. The Governments of

the United States and Canada are working together

to control the food supply in the two countries.

0 C

The agitation within Germany continues with in

creasing ferver. The Reichstag committee on the

Constitution is proposing radical changes in the way

of limiting the powers of the Kaiser. Instead

of having personal control of the Navy, with power

to appoint all officers, it is proposed that such ap

pointments shall be countersigned by the war min

ister who will be responsible to the Reichstag. The

Conservatives are bitterly opposing these changes.

They are also opposing the move to make the Chan

cellor responsible to the Reichstag.

e e

Peace negotiations through Socialist agencies

gathering at Stockholm continue, but with little ap

parent efl'ect. Dissension among the members from

the different countries prevents any agreement. The

basis upon which an agreement has been attempted

has been no annexation of territory, and no indem

nity. But some of the members claim that this does

not apply to the restoration of the destroyed prop

erty of Belgium. That and the wilfully destroyed

property in northern France should, they claim, be

restored by Germany. But this is opposed by the

German delegates.

i O

The British war budget for the present fiscal year

introduced in the Commons on the 2d, carries esti

mates for the expenditure of $11,451,905,000. The

Chancellor of the Exchequer, Andrew Bonar Law,

said that since the beginning of the war $4,110,

000,000 had been advanced by Great Britain to her

Allies, and $710,000,000 to her dominions. The in

creases in taxes are confined to advancing the tax

on excess profits from 60 to 80 per cent, raising the

tax on tobacco and on higher priced amusement

tickets. Mr. Law said that 26 per cent of the ex

penditures is met by current revenue. The national

debt, including the amount advanced to Allies and

colonies, now amounts to $19,270,000,000.

The Russian national debt, which in January, 1914,

was $3,406,000,000, will be, it is estimated by fall of

the present year, $20,908,000,000, with an estimated

interest charge of $1,968,200,000.

. U

The Belgian Government has been advised that

the United States will devote $150,000,000 to pm

visioning the occupied districts of Belgium and

France, $90,000,000 to the former, and $60,000,000 to

the latter. The cost of feeding the population of the

occupied districts is estimated at $7,000,000 a month,

which means that relief is assured for a long time.
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In addition to the $200,000,000 advanced by the

United States to Great Britain, another $25,000,000

has been placed to her credit for the purchase of

supplies in this country. France is to have at once

$100,000,000. Roumania desires $20,000,000 to $30,

000,000, and Serbia is asking for $20,000,000.

0 t

The Belgian Government reports that the assur

ances given by German authorities that deportation

of Belgians would cease, and that those unjustly de

ported would be returned, have not been fulfilled.

The only persons returned have been those unfit for

work. Two-thirds of the number are still in cap

tivity. Various means have been resorted to in the

camps to compel the men to sign a “voluntary”

agreement to work; but the severest hardships have

been unavailing, it is reported, to accomplish this

purpose. Baron Friedrich von Falkenhausen, the

new German governor, arrived in Brussels on the 5th.

Russia.

Disorder broke out in Petrograd on the night of

the 3d between factions struggling for the mastery.

A demonstration was made by the populace and some

soldiers against the Provisional Government. The

point of complaint was the note stating Russia’s war

position sent by the Government to the Entente

Allies. Foreign Minister Miliukofi met the opposi

tion with firmness, defending his act, and finally suc

ceeding in winning over the leaders. This was fol

lowed by a vote of confidence by the Workmen’s and

Soldiers' Delegates, the extra legal body that has

shared in the government of the country. The

Duma is to he convoked at once. This is the first

time it has met since the overthrow of the Romanofl'

dynasty. Later dispatches indicate a more united

feeling on the part of the various factions. Mili

tary affairs are apparently in a chaotic state, but

there appears to be no disposition of the troops to

mutiny. [See current volume, page 428.]

Palestine.

Reports from Jafl'a, which has been the center of

Zionist activities, and which contains many Jews

who have gone to Palestine under colonizing plans,

indicate the grossest treachery on the part of the

Turkish authorities. Eight thousand Jews were or

dered from their homes without permission to carry

provisions or other belongings, which were pillaged

by the natives and Bedouins. The Jewish suburbs

and colony ventures in the surrounding country

which showed such encouraging results have been

completely destroyed. It is reported that Djemal

Pasha, military governor of Palestine, is persecuting

the Jews because of the advance of the British forces,

and threatens them with the fate of the Armenians.

NOTES

--The Louisiana sugar crop of 1916 was 607,

800,000 pounds, an increase of 332,800,000 pounds

over the previous year.

—The Pennsylvania Supreme Court on May 7 up

held the validity of the Initiative and Referendum

granted to third class cities in 1913. The decision

sustains sn Initiative petition in Wilkes-Barre to

repeal an ordinance granting a lighting franchise.

—'J.‘he New York State Senate passed on May 2

a bill restoring the party convention system of nom

inating candidates for State otiices, but giving

the voters a chance to call by petition a primary to

pass on the action of the convention.

-—The recently elected National Committee of the

Singletax League of the United States will hold its

first meeting on May 13 in New York City at the

headquarters of the American section of the Joseph

Fels International Commission, 122 E. 37th Street.

—Australian dispatches indicate that in the re

cent election the Nationalists, of which Premier

Hughes is the leader, have won enough seats to give

them a majority in that body. The complexion of

the Senate, according to first returns, has not been

determined.

—A convention to consider transportation prob

lems has been called to meet at the Statler Hotel,

Detroit, on May 22 and 23 by the Emergency League

to Consider National Transportation and Rate

Problems. F. F. Ingram is chairman of the commit

tee and J. H. Duthie secretary. Headquarters are

at 821 Ford Building, Detroit. Among questions

to come up are the proposed 15 per cent. advance

in railway rates, railway earnings, traffic conges

tion and similar matters.

——A published announcement of Seattle’s muni

cipally-owned electric light bureau shows that un

der private ownership in 1900 the rate for light to

private consumers was 20 cents per kilowatt hour.

In 1902 the first bond issue was voted on for muni

cipal service and resulted in reduction of rate to 12

cents. In 1905 the first city contract was let at

a rate of 9 cents. This has been steadily reduced

until on November 1, 1916, the cit yserved 43,000

customers at a rate of 5% cents.

Miss Julia C. Lathrop, chief of the Children’s

Bureau at Washington, in urging greater care of

babies in this country, says: “No sounder patriotic

service can be offered at this time than the prac

tical study of how each community can preserve the

welfare of its children, its last line of defense. Eng

land has learned so well the need of protecting her

mothers and babies that infant-welfare work has re

doubled there since the war began. For the first

year of war her infant mortality rate was higher

than in previous years, but for 1916 it was the low

est rate on record for that country.”

—The People’s Power League of Montreal and

Vicinity, of which Charles P. Rice is President and

Arthur J. Machin, secretary, has been formed for

the purpose of promoting discussion of social, eco

nomic, and political problems that engage the atten

tion of the community. The League is to give par

ticular attention to the high cost of living, the eight

hour day, housing conditions, transportation, public

ownership of public utilities, abolition of property

qualifications for public office, initiative, referendum

and recall, compulsory free education and school sup

plies, adult suifrage, proportional representation,

taxation of land values, and local option in taxation.
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PRESS OPINIONS

Menacing Privilege.

The Chicago Journal, April 28.-—Have our sugar

barons thought of the probable results of the Amer

ican protectorate over Haiti and Santo Domingo?

For the first time in more than a hundred years

there is order throughout the island of Haiti. In

the old days, before the black insurrections, this

island produced more sugar than Cuba, and can do

it again. All that is lacking is capital and science,

and both will be supplied the moment the new re

gime is found permanent. With a second Cuba at

our very doors, what possible excuse could be found

for the needless, expensive effort to stimulate our

artificial domestic sugar industry into life by a

“protective” tariff? Why insist on getting our

sweetening in the costliest way, instead of in the

cheapest? Why not put sugar on the free list, im

pose an excise tax of a cent a pound on the con

sumption of sugar to make up for the loss of rev

enue, and announce once for all that American

guards will maintain order in Haiti and American

ships keep open the sea roads from that island to

our coasts?

Where Labor Rules.

Christian Science Monitor (Boston), April 28.—

A correspondent of a journal published in Valpa

raiso, Chili, writing an article from Punta Arenas,

Patagonia, indicates that the motto of striking

workmen, “All accumulated capital is labor not paid

for," was very near realization in 1917. Inasmuch

as the town last mentioned is the southernmost place

of importance on the American Continent, the in

ference seems clear that industrial Utopia is a pos

sibility, if only those trying to establish it get far

enough away from the centers of civilization. Such

an inference can he drama with even more certainty

from an article which the same correspondent writes

from Porvenir, a place removed from Punta Arenas

by a difficult steamboat trip across the Strait of

Magellan. At Porvenir, he says, there are three

governments, one of Chile, another of Argentina,

and a third of the Labor Federation, that of the

Labor Federation being the only one which anybody

seriously acknowledges.

A Comparison of Editors.

The New York Times, May 3.—-When a Max

milian Harden shows common sense and a good

knowledge of facts in writing about conditions in

his own country and its relations with other coun

tries, we all at once hail him as a superman among

his editorial colleagues. And so he is! Yet he has

written nothing except what most editors out of

Germany have written scores of times—nothing that

required more than the ability to see what was right

before his eyes and the inclination to tell the

straight story of what he saw.

This is not intended as depreciation of Harden’s

merit as a journalist, and least of all is it the with

holding of deserved recognition of his courage and

his intelligence. But what a commentary it is on

the other German editors—on their ability, their

courage, and their intelligence. They have been

content, the docile creatures, to do the bidding of

their masters, to write what they were told to write,

to assist in the leading of the German people into

fatal delusions. They have their reward, but it is

not Harden’s reward.

CORRESPONDENCE

THE mousas' WAR-TIME DUTY.

We find ourselves today in war, a war encircling

the greater part of civilized mankind. Whatever

may be our view of the processes which have

urought the world to this point, we have now to face

the fact that the action of the nations is focussed

on this gigantic conflict and that our own country

is now involved in it.

We recognize that our government has been loath

to join the struggle and has entered into it only

after long and searching deliberation. Congress has

declared war and it is the duty of all Americans to

accept this mandate. The voice of law commands

loyal and earnest service, and American patriotism

will respond to the call. Service is the privilege of

each and every citizen, and the measure of service is

always the nation’s need.

We enter upon this war, as stated by President

Wilson, with “a profound sense of the solemn and

even tragical character of the step . . . and of the

grave responsibilities which it involves.” We hope

with him that we have made “clear to all the world

what our motives and objects are," and we trust

that during the war we shall remain faithful to the

high traditions of America. To keep our minds and

our hearts clear, let us refer often, as often as may

be necessary, to the words of the President, who has

struck the keynote of a new spirit, even in the tra

gedy of war: “Just because we fight without ran

cor and without selfish object, seeking nothing for

ourselves but what we shall wish to share with all

free peoples, we shall, I feel confident, conduct our

operations as belligerents without passion and our

selves observe with proud punctilio the principles

of right and of fair play we profess to be fighting

for."

President Wilson challenges American patriotism

in his plea “to conduct ourselves as belligerents in

a high spirit of right and fairness because we act

without animus.” We shall have occasion, again

and again, during the “fiery trial and sacrifice ahead

of us” to prove that our hearts are right and our

traditions true. There will be none of the old pas

sions of war. Our friendships need not be dis

turbed, and as the President says, we shall have an

opportunity to prove this “in our daily attitude and

actions toward the millions of men and women of

German birth and native sympathy who live among

us and share our life . . who are, in fact, loyal

to their neighbors and to the Government in the

hour of test." Consistent with all this, there will

be an interchange of good-will, regardless of race

or nationality. A cult of hatred has no place in free

America, for tolerance is the first principle of

democracy.

Let us scorn to hate. In the midst of the con
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fiict, which is waged for international freedom, let

us reassert our belief in law, the absolute prerequi

site for a democratic world. While we fight, let us

prepare for peace. President Wilson, in his great

speech to the Senate on January 22, sounded this

note. “The statesmen of the world must plan for

peace, and nations must adjust and accommodate

their policy to it, as they have planned for war and

made ready for pitiless contest and rivalry." Dur

ing the last two and a half years, leaders of thought,

wherever to be found, have pointed the way, and

there exists today substantial agreement on many

of the essentials necessary for the avoidance of war

in the future. A judicial union of the nations and

a permanent international conference have become

familiar axioms in the plans for a durable peace.

With these high words before us, it becomes the

patriotic duty of American citizens to study and to

encourage the study of these plans put forward to

achieve a definite concert of the Powers and a just

war settlement. Let us keep this before our minds,

for even though we achieve military successes, we

shall not be victorious unless our preparations for

peace, backed by the voice of the people, come into

full fruition at the close of the war.

What is the special service which teachers may

render in this war? Anger, hate of other nations,

should be kept from the school-room. The schools

should maintain a civic and moral stability among

the youth of the land. This is the opportunity to

inspire anew a love for American institutions and

American ideals. Civic service, appropriate to

youth, imbued with devotion to the nation's need,

would constitute a material support to the country

in this time of national crisis. The school children

of the United States could, for example, through

home and school gardens, make a substantial ofl‘er

ing to the problem of food production during the

war. This and other forms of youthful service,

consciously entered upon for the nation’s good,

would develop a sane and logical patriotism among

our young people—a mighty bulwark for the wel

fare of any nation.

We shall not be true to our young citizens, how

ever, if we withhold from them the hope of a new

world order. If we are sincere in our plans for

peace, we shall impart to those who will determine

the life of the future the knowledge of those pro

cesses which we, according to our judgment, deem

wise and practical. Nay, more, we shall inspire the

youth of today with a vision of a different world.

Truly, the next great forward step of humanity

must begin in the schools.

Our efforts in this direction should not be inter

rupted. The observance of the eighteenth of May,

Peace Day, or International Day, which has been

the program of the schools of this country and of

other countries for over a decade, is of peculiar

importance this year, when we, through the voice

of our President, are professedly waging war for

international freedom and justice. We should teach

the young people the way to freedom and justice.

It is most fitting that the anniversary of the open

ing of the First Hague Conference, the starting

point and the center of international law and order,

should be celebrated in the schools this year. The

observance of Peace Day oflers an opportunity to

point out the value of arbitration, conciliation and

judicial settlement. The exercises might Well recite

the successes of the Arbitration Court at The Hague,

established by the First Hague Conference. It is

timely to call attention to the fifteen cases of dis

pute settled effectively by this arbitration tribunal,

which was indeed fully competent to have settled

the initial dispute in the present world conflict. Our

young people should know of the proposed World

Court, accepted in principle at the Second Hague

Conference, and which is, among all the factors

entering into a permanent peace plan, the one uni

versally accepted. A Peace Day exercise this year

offers a great opportunity to take note of these solid

foundations of law and order.

On those who administer education in this critical

time rests the responsibility of preserving and ad

vancing those ideals for which all nations should

strive, and of establishing an unbroken unity of

youthful civic service and devotion to the nation’s

welfare. May we in our hour of test still be able

to maintain the American ideal of democracy, and

may the teachers of America continue to be the con

secrated servants of the democratic ideal. God grant

that on the pages of the world’s history, the United

States will stand out as a nation which remained

true to its purpose in the service of humanity.

Boston, Mass. FANNIE FERN ANDREWS.

BOOKS

A MESSAGE OF nors.

Why In right. By Bertrand Russell. Published by The

Century Company, New York. Price, $1.50.

“Those of us who feel the need of a change must

not sit still in dull despair; we can, if we choose,

profoundly influence the future.”

This is the message arriving in America at an

opportune time from Bertrand Russell, England’s

foremost radical today. It is a call to action, and

it shames those of us in America who have yielded

even temporarily to a feeling of impotence as we

have watched the approach of the wave of archaic

patriotism—a wave that threatens to submerge for

a time the great social and economic movements on

which our hearts are set.

For surely if such a book as “Why Men Fight,"

just published in this country by the Century Com~

pany, can be written amid the bitterness and ha

treds of war-torn England—if so strong and splen

did an impulse to recreate our World in a spirit of

love and freedom can surmount the persecution and

discouragement which Russell has faced, then those

in America who have enlisted for the struggle

against ignorance and tyranny and intolerance in

whatever form have no cause for despair, let the

worst of our fears be realized.

Russell's book presents no plan for averting war

tomorrow or the next day or next year. It blinks

no fact that makes war probable by limiting men’s

sympathies and stimulating their impulse to pug

nacity. The task it presents is colossal—a task that

neither our generation nor the next can possibly com

plete. And it carries its conviction of ultimate suc

cess, not by recounting present triumphs or predict

ing immediate future victories, but by showing us a

spirit so beautiful and so courageous that no one can
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close the volume without knowing that the light is

burning strong and clear, and that one day it will

flood the earth.

Transcending even the clear vision and the un

blinking courage that have enabled him to put his

finger on one after another of the economic and

social maladjustments that breed hatred and sel

fishness and war, is Russell’s appeal for a life of

the spirit without which all is vanity. Indeed, it is

this transcendent quality that gives Russell’s book

its rare inspiration. Rare, because too many radi

cals are prone to lose sight of any end beyond the

attainment of objects that, after all, are only means,

and so to suffer discouragement and disillusionment

except in those moments when the excitement of

combat sustains them.

Russell closes his book with a passionate protest

against the wrong thinking that has sent the flower

of the nations to slaughter. It is as near as he

comes in all the book to bitterness. He writes:

“It has been my good fortune to come in contact

as a teacher with young men of many different na

tions—young men in whom hope was alive, in whom

the creative energy existed that would have realized

in the world some part at least of the imagined

beauty by which they lived. They have been swept

into the war, some on one side, some on the other.

Some are still fighting, some are maimed for life,

some are dead; of those who survive it is to be

feared that many will have lost the life of the spirit,

that hope will have died, that energy will be spent,

and that the years to come will be only a weary

journey towards the grave. Of all this tragedy,

not a few of those who teach seem to have no feel~

ing. With ruthless logic, they prove that these

young men have been sacrificed unavoidably for

some coldly abstract end; undisturbed themselves,

they lapse quickly into comfort after any momentary

assault of feeling. In such men the fire of the spirit

is dead. If it were living, it would go out

to meet the spirit in the young, with a love

as poignant as the love of father or mother.

It would be unaware of the bounds of self;

their tragedy would be its own. Something would

cry out: ‘No, this is not right; this is not good;

this is not a holy cause, in which the brightness of

youth is destroyed and dimmed. It is we, the old,

who have sinned; we have sent these young men to

the battlefields for our evil passions, our spiritual

death, our failure to live generously out of the

warmth of the heart and out of the living vision

of the s irit. Let us come out of this death, for it

is we w o are dead, not the young men who have

died through our fear of life. Their very ghosts

have more life than we; they hold us up for ever

to the shame and obloquy of all the ages to come.

Out of their ghosts must come life, and it is we

whom they must vivify.’ "

Russell exalts the life of impulse, would so re

mold institutions and systems as to give it free play.

He would curb the powers of the State, therefore,

and substitute voluntary associations wherever

possible. He sees in syndicalism and the coopera

tive movement two possible solutions for the prob

lems of industry. He does not accept justice or eco

nomic well being as final ends. Love, the instinct of

constructiveness, and the joy of life are the three

forces on which he relies to make over the world.

Many of Russell’s most effective passages are those

that define and condemn the property standard. He

shoWs how the possessive impulse as opposed to the

creative impulse has made against vitality and

growth. “The supreme principle," he tells us, “both

in politics and private life, should be to promote all

that is creative, and so to diminish the impulses and

desires that center around possession.” Those. words

are italicized as presenting the central principle of

the reconstruction which will redeem humanity.

On almost every page of the chapters on “The

State,” “War as an Institution," “Property,” “qu

cation," “Marriage and the Population Question,”

and “Religion and the Churches," are passages one

would wish to quote. Never, perhaps, has the radi

cal view on all these questions been stated so clearly,

courageously, and convincingly, and so synthesized

with a purpose transcending any one of the changes

that are urged. Suffice it to say that every ques

tion is treated with the strength, clearness and brev

ity that characterize this passage on the land

question: _

“There is no justification for private property in

land, except the historical necessity to conciliate

turbulent robbers who would not _otherWise have

obeyed the law. . It is a Singular example

of human inertia that men should have continued

until now to endure the tyranny and extortion which

a small minority are able to inflict by their posses

sion of the land. No good to the community, of any

sort or kind, results from the private ownership of

land. If men were reasonable, they would decree

that it should cease tomorrow, with no compensation

beyond a moderate life income to the present holders.

“The mere abolition of rent would not remove the

injustice, since it would confer a capricious advan

tage upon the occupiers of the best sites and the

most fertile land. It is necessary that there should

be rent, but it should be paid to the State or to some

body which performs public services. Such a method

would be just, and would not only help to relieve

poverty, but would prevent wasteful employment of

land and the tyranny of local magnates. Much

that appears as the power of capital is really the

power of the landowner—for example, the power

of railway companies and mineowners. The evil

and injustice of the present system are glaring, but

men’s patience of preventable evils to which they

are accustomed is so great that it is impossible to

guess when they will put an end to this strange

absurdity? GEORGE r, wss'r.

AN IMAGINARY DISCOVERY.

The Love Letters of it. John. Anonymous. Published by

Mitchell Kcnnerly, New York. Price $1.25.

For some reason, tradition has given us far less

about St. John than about less prominent disciples.

Almost all the tradition that we have is that in his

old age he constantly repeated, “Little children, love

one another.” The writer of these letters indicates

that the “one another" is a later addition, put on

to soften or to deny the radical doctrine that we

must love every one in every way. But whoever it

was that wrote or edited these letters, they show

clearly that the love which John spoke of in his

Epistles was very human, as well as divine.

There is such a living appeal in the lines, that in

reading the book one receives the uncanny sensa

tion that, in spite of the improbability of it, the

book reflects real people and real emotions. One

feels that perhaps these letters were, after all, saved

by some marvellous means from the stern censor
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ship of the early church and are now at last bring

ing their message to the latter days. It is to be

noted that one of the epistles of St. John is ad

dressed to “The Elect Lady," and if it be true that

the Revelations were Written by John, its ecstatic

and almost delirious imagery may have been nur

tured in the early love.

While this may not be true, there are other sup

positions and legends. For Wilde makes Salome in

love with Baptist John and legend has supplied us

with the surmises made by the Pharisees about the

relations of Jesus to Mary, the sister of Lazarus.

Some identify her with Mary Magdalen; who, how

ever, we have unfairly stamped as a loose woman

merely because we are told that she was a “sinner.”

But if there ever were reports of love affairs of

any of the disciples, the later ecclesiastical condem

nation of sex, for which Paul was partly responsible,

did its best to bury them in oblivion.

The publisher avows that he does not know who

the author of this book may be, and he is not sure

whether the foreword is a true or an imaginative

explanation of its origin. But whatever its origin,

these letters are more than the work of a luxuriant

and devout fancy, they appear rather as the in

spired record of a great adventure, the love of two

real persons superbly capable of love.

* i i

“I certainly would like to pick up a newspaper

that wasn’t full of big black headlines," said the frac

tious man. “Tired of reading war news?" “Yes.

And to make matters worse, I’ve reached the point

where I believe nearly everything I read."-—Bir

mingham Ape-Herald.
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The Financial Administration of Great Britain. By William

F. Willou hby. Westel W. bVilloughby, and Samuel McCune

Lindsay. ublished b D. Appleton and Company, New York
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Published by

“Now, Nettie," said the Sunday school teacher,

“you may read the next verse." The little girl read,

“Cast thy bread upon the waters." “Why should we

cast our breed upon the water?” asked the teacher.

“ ’Cause the fishes have to be fed,” was the reply.

—Chicago Daily News.

l i i

The Departing Guest—I hope my two weeks’ stay

here with you hasn’t proved a big additional expense

to you.

Mrs. Inwrong—Oh, no! George and I have what

we call a “catastrophe fund” that we've saved for

just such emergencies.—Titbits.
 

 

Hurry Public Ownership

Along

Some of the members and friends of the Public

Ownership League want to hurry Public Ownership

along. They are anxious to see it develop rapidly

and get into active, efi'ective work in a large way.

and they are suggesting a method by which this

may be done.

The work of the League is financed for the most

part by the membership fees of those who join.

There is no endowment, subvention or other rub

sidizing fund. With but two exceptions there have

been no contributions. None have been asked.

As the membership, develops the funds increase

and the work will e enlarged. It is the fixed

purpose of the management not to do or to attempt

any more work at any time than there are funds

in sight to on out. The League has never had

any debts, and on not intend to allow any to be

incurred.

It has been estimated that a minimum of $5,000

would be required to carry on the work for the

first year in a modest way. A considerable part

of that amount has already been raised in mem

bership fees, and more is coming in. Now, how

ever, a few of those most interested and eager to

see the work develo more rapidly are adoring

to make regular men ly (or annual) contributions.

One has onered $100 per month; another $25 or

month. It is their hope that others will fol ow

their example and thus hasten the development

of the League. Those interested to help in this

matter may address the president. ALBERT I.

TODD, Xslsmssoo, Michigan. or the secretary, CARL

D. THOMPSON, 4181 North Keeler Avenue, Chicago.
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Your County—

I-IE text books dispose of the

county in a most formal way in a

few pages. College instructors men

tion it in passing. Civic workers pass

it by on the other side of the street.

But politicians know the county.

And to good purpose. Counties are

obscure. Counties reek with fat, easy

jobs for “the boys." County govern

ments are accountable to nobody in

particular. County machines are the

material out of which state machines,

are made.

The county is the key to more pur

poseful political “cussedness” and

more sound political reconstruction

than most of us have ever dreamed of.

County government reform is in its

infancy, and things are just beginning

to stir.

The Short Ballot Organization has

been for five years the national clear

ing house for information on county

government. H. S. Gilbertson, the

  

Executive Secretary, has had excep

tional facilities for observation.

Material he has collected is now

available in book form—only book on

this subject.

“The County: The Dsrlt Continent of

American Politics.”

300 pp. Cloth Bound $2.00, postpaid

The Public, ‘3; E."5iii.“‘§2f' New York, N. Y.

 

 

 

  

  

 
 

 

SUGGESTIVE THERAPEU

TICS. A course of essentials

which may be completed at

home in 180 hours. Concise, definite and practical.

Well adapted for use of physicians.

For full particulars, address Dept. J. J., Weltmer

Institute, Nevada, Mo.
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MODERN GOVERNMENT

To the governing power of the United States

respecting integrity of official expense. This

is an age of quarrels and I must perform my

work. Toil has been my portion and industry

has been my guide. My ambition is to let the

world know what I think and why I thought

so. Each state must own and control the rail'

roads and put a name and number on each car

with the name of state owning same. What

ever is charged, carload or package, let it go

anywhere in the state for fixed fee. according

to weight. And out of state add other fee for

destination state only. As trade is necessary

the profit from that trade must be the induce

ment. Each state must select men who are

capable of bringing this about, and the national

government must see to it that this is done.

This is the final freedom of competition and

cooperation. In time you must understand

what I mean when duty becomes plain and

people respect industry to the neglect of

haughty pride. People reading this send opin

ion and approval to George Schultz, 2024

Laurel St., ndianapolis, In .-Advertisement.

Advertise in The Public

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Small classified advertisements we vwill insert in The Public

at the rate of Be a word, cash with order.

Subscribers who want to buy or sell something which would

not, in their opinion, warrant s large advertisement will find

here a method of advertising specially adapted to their needs.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW YORK AND VISITING SINGLETAXERS meet at

lunehmn every Tuesday at Union Square Hotel, Fourth Avenue

and 16th Street, New York City. 

FREED FROM DOGMA AND CANT

Does that seem to you the only religion worth having?

Then why not affiliate yourself with the

FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION OF ALGERIA

(John Haynes Holmes, President)

now emphasizing Scientific Religion, Industrial Democracy

and International Peace as the three supreme religious

issues of the time?

Annual membershl fee. 81, includes John Haynes

Holmes’ greet ad ress on "The International Mind"

and eight others to follow in monthly series.

Address: George Grover Mills, Secretary, F. R. A.,

120 Boylston St., BOSTON, MASS.

  

 

GUNXED LAIELS, advertising The Public and the Single

tax, and suitable for putting on envelopes and psehges, 10¢

per 100; 1,000, He. '11se Public, Circulation Dept.

 

SINGLE TAX LEAGUE 0!“ LOS ANGELES invites Single

Taxers to visit headquarters, 510 Lissner Building. Informa

tion, lectures or literature on rfiuest. Send addresses of in

terested Californians. H. W. eFarlane. President; (Juries

Issues, Secretary.
 

DETROIT SINGLE TAXERS meet at lunch every Tuesday.

19:15 at Board of Commerce, corner Wayne Street and Lafayette

Boulevard (see bulletin board in lobby for private dining room

number) visitors invited.
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U/w LITTLE PINK 61

WHITE 4147“BOX

contains a powder of tare

beautifying power. It spreads

an alluring softness over the

complexion, clinging through

wind and heat, and is as in

visible as you could wish.

Only rarest imported per

fumes are used, and purest

ingredients, in

  

Made in White, Pink, Cream

and Brunette tints and the ex

quisite new Tint Natural. The

Little Hat Box of Powder, Rose

or Amabello fragrance, $1.00;

Violets of Paradise, Silk Hat

Box,$5.00,Violetminiature,$l.00;

Azotea, $10.00, trial miniature,

$2.50, both of silk.

The same wonderful powder,

Bouquet of Paradise fragrance, in

square paper box, only 50 cents.

At your druggist'e.

ARMAND COMPANY

I DES MOINES, IOWA

LAND AND LABOR
The otficial monthly publication oi the Homestead Loan and

Land League will keep you informed as to the progress of the

movement in Missouri to write the Sin le Tax into the constitu

tion of the etate. The election in in ovember, 1918. Thirty

five cents (coin or stamps brings the per to you until then.

Address OABL BRAIN , l'ield Seere , 807 mhuette

Bldg" Kansas City, Io.

 
 

  

 

 

 

PUBLIC MEETING SUNDAY MAY 13111, 1917

at 8:80 in lohiller Bell 64 W. Randolph It. Ohieege.

m. an“ lunilton, artisan Expert for m d. s n. t.

of Labor, will speak on "The British Imerienoe V th

Women’e Work in the War." It. 0 I. Adam,

Baritone, will lllll'.

WOMEN’S TRADE UNION LEAGUE OF CHICAGO

  

 

SINGLE TAX

YEAR BOOK
(Quinquennial)

A One-Volume Encyclopedia of The Single

Tax Movement

 

Its History, Principles and Application; An

swers Every Main Question of The Inquirer.

 

This work is to be issued early in June and

will cover the history of the movement in

every country where it has obtained a foothold.

It will treat of:

Objections against all current modes

of taxation.

Those problems to which men and

women are striving in the wrong way

to find an answer but for which the

Single Tax is the solution.

History of the land question in Con

gress; Land monopoly in the United

States and Mexico.

Constitutional provisions in the forty

eight States in relation to taxation.

It has the fullest and best Single Tax Bibliog

raphy yet printed. In short, it answers every

main question of the student, and will be a

work to which the inquirer may be confidently

referred for information on those points which

once determined make the position of Single

Taxers impregnable.

Cloth Bound $2.50 net

500 Pages

T E SINGLE TAX REVIEW

New York City

   

 

180 Noeeou Street
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Letters on Our Campaign.

The Public is the strongest weekly publication in the_ln

tereat of general democracy now hein’ printed in the United

It ought to have a circulation of several hundred

thouaand, and if this great paper it brou ht to the attention

of the radical and independent thinkers o the United Stath,

it will have an immense circulation. for none of thou: who

ever receive The Public can afterwards do without it.

I feel that the campaign to double the circulation will be

a luceeu if proper steps are taken to bring the attention

of the people to the great work you are doin .

of Land Value: is not the only subject a vocated by The

Public, but it is right in a broad and splendid way upon all

the other great questions

stirring the people of the whole world.

States.

Sioux Falls. South Dakota

March 26. 1917.

of democracy which
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The Public.

128 East 87th St., New York.

Enclosed in my check for $10

to cover fifteen lubscriptione for

editor: of country newspaper: in

the Stateol............. . . . . ..

The Public,

128 East 87th St., New York.

I will become a contributing

subscriber to The Public at $8

per year. Check ($5), which I

underltand covers my on

tion for one year, in attach

lane ..............-.........

Addrfll Iaoq'oegaeaeotlgallale

 

 


