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Editorial
This country enters the war under a single
banner, with a single aim.

To safeguard de

mocracy is the principle that will govern our
every action and our every policy to the close
of the peace conference.

upon subject peoples. Any power that rules
at home without responsibility to the gov
erned contains of necessity the threat of ex
tending that rule to people of other countries.

We want nothing

***

else, we will lend our support to nothing else.
The undertaking is one of some magnitude

and involves thought as well as action.

Else

To make the world safe for democracy is
then a declaration of intention to end irre
sponsible power wherever it may be found.

the word “democracy” may be only a catch
word by which we distinguish “us” from
“them” and inﬂate our national vanity.
President Wilson’s keynote, declaring the
singleness of purpose of the American peo
ple, has had a profound response in allied
countries, and, what is more important. is
acting as a precipitant to clarify allied policy.
For the war aims of France and England,
while primarily intending to secure the fu
ture of democratic civilization, were also re

gardful of some inconsistent elements of
imperialistic

policy.

This

is

a

It afﬁrms our support of the Russian Liberals
against every effort toward the re-establish
ment of the bureaucracy.

It declares our

unceasing enmity to the Prussian militarist
autocracy. It invites the German people so
to alter their government as to be a nation

whose world policy is above suspicion. It
invites the Germans of this country who are
concerned for the fate of their fatherland to
prepare actively for a great German repub
lic. It says moreover that this new republic
will be welcome to the comity of western na

crusade

against whomever is a menace to democratic
development, not the German people but the
German militarist autocracy. There must be
a thorough national heartsearching among
the democracies of the West.

tions with feelings untinctured with enmity.
#

IF

I!

But the democratic principle goes further.
It declares against irresponsible power in
Italy, France and England.

ass

In the service of

reality given it by the Russian Revolution. A
few weeks ago that country was regarded as

this great principle France threw off a few
years, ago her clerical and militarist shackles.
But democracy is jealous of that combination
of bureaucratic and ﬁnancial power which
has made the French Empire a thing un

an international danger second only to Ger

worthy of Frenchmen.

many. It was not merely internal maladmin
istration that made the Allies regard Russia

of the people of England that they hurry

The ﬁght for democracy might have been
an empty phrase but for the substance and

with secret shame, but the fact that Russian
as well as German autocracy was inherently
a deep and far-reaching plot against the peace

of the world. Now all at once the world feels
that Russia is no longer to be feared. This
is the real signiﬁcance of the events of the
last few weeks. What is it that makes the
difference? Without doubt it is the element
of irresponsible power.

The essence of im

perialism is government ﬁxed from outside

Democracy demands

their evolution from domination by a ruling
class that draws its sustenance from injustice

and exhales the atmosphere of imperialistic
aggression. The real enemy in this war is
not to be found merely on continental battle
ﬁelds and rising from the waves, but in its
greater or its lesser strength throughout the

world. There is a sure and simple road to a
durable peace. No genuine democracy will
ever threaten the rights or security of an

other democracy.
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But what of the United States? Are we
prepared to abide by this high principle that
we ask the allied nations to make their bat
tle-cry? Are we really and essentially a
democracy, or have we elements of irrespon

sible power that constitute us a danger in
the world? No one can deny that our politi
cal machinery is shot through with corrup
tion and incompetence, that our international

policy is the expression of uncontrolled ﬁnan
cial power which is a grave and growing men

common humanity, so the Titan’s task, which
we are undertaking for the preservation of

republican institutions, has shown us a Latin
America ready to second our efforts, and in
creasingly conscious of community of inter
est. The solidarity of the western hemis
phere is not far away if we utilize this great
opportunity to build up friendship.
=0!

1*

‘

And

Race prejudice may not be amenable to
reason, but it does yield to time; and persons

let us not be mistaken about the undemocratic
things we are doing just now. The censor

hasten or delay future results. The case of a

ace to the future harmony of nations.

ship, the provisions of the revenue bill, the
endowment with governmental powers of our
captains of industry, are not merely war ex
pedients, but the emergence into the open of

the factors that shape our national life in
times of peace. Let us be honest and admit
that we have here in America an irrespons
ible power against which we must make
democracy secure before we can offer a clean

hand to our European allies.
a

*

a

Without previous design, through experi
ment in meeting the needs of the moment,
the Allies are shaping an instrument of con
federated action which, extended and per

having to do with issues as they occur can
woman who graduated as a physician at the
head of her class, and yet was refused an

internship at a hospital because she was col
ored, gains particular point when it is real
ized that several States have passed laws re

quiring service as an intern as a prerequisite
to practice. Though it be conceded that per
sons employing the peculiarly personal ser

vices of a physician have the undoubted right
to consider the question of race, it would be
the height of injustice and of far-reaching
evil to make that right the means of unneces

sary hardship to a member of any race.

If

a colored intern will not be accepted by hos
pital patients of other races, public authori
ties should at least arrange hospital service

fected, will bring the world commonwealth
within measurable distance. The commis
sions that are settling to the transaction of

in a way that will make it possible for the
large numbers of colored patients to have

international business are far removed from

colored physicians. And, above all, no legis
lature should make, or permit to be made,

diplomats with their sixteenth century game.
No Hague Tribunal will ever go half so far
in the settlement of difﬁculties as a perma
nent commission charged with facilitating

any rules of practice that would in any way
limit the freedom of colored physicians to
practice on an equality with others of the
same standing.

the world’s postal business, or a commission
to deal with the movement of population, or
one to control and co-ordinate international
ﬁnance, or one to bring tariffs and trade reg

ulations under a plan that will lead to their
abolition.
Recent events in Washington
have opened the way to confederate action

while speculation about the world state was
soaring in the clouds.
*

III

*

Has not the time arrived for the Govern
ment and people of the United States to ap
proach Latin America with a strong policy
of co-operation and friendship? Never be

The way of the colored boy

or girl is already hard enough, without erect
ing any unnecessary barriers.
i

i

i

The inﬂuence of invisible government can
be observed in the war revenue bill. Mem
bers of Congress have been ﬂooded with let

ters demanding the raising of all war reve
nue by taxes on unearned incomes, on land
values or by conscription of wealth. But how
many constituents have written to their rep

resentatives asking that a tax be laid on
chewing gum, on theatre tickets, on coffee

fore in our history has there been a time so

and tea, on automobiles, transportation re
ceipts or in any other way on consumption?

propitious for sweeping away distrust, and
cementing the bonds of sympathy. Just as

How many letters did any Congressman get
asking him to vote for a ﬁfty per cent. in

a great disaster uncovers an unsuspected

crease in postage rates?

Congressmen pre
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fer to do as their constituents wish, and
mighty must be the inﬂuence that induces
them to act otherwise. Yet the Committee
on Ways and Means has brought in a bill to
raise revenue by methods for which no one
has openly asked, and which disregards prac
tical suggestions urged by many. What in
ﬂuence could create such apparent contempt
for public opinion? Chairman Kitchin did
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to see if it is there, the zealot must have his
say, not because it is of any consequence, but

to .keep alive his right to say it. A little more
patience and mutual toleration on both sides
will be conducive to a better understanding.

Political liberty is dependent upon the freest
interchange of ideas among citizens, and no
limitation of this right can be tolerated with
out endangering the whole structure. s. C.

not explain it in his speech. And he certainly
could not have been serious in offering as an
excuse that the bill embodies the only means

left open to raise additional revenue.

The War Revenue Bill.

In defending the war revenue bill Chair
man Claude Kitchin of the House Ways and

Guarding Free Speech.
One of the compensations that should ac
company the passage of the conscription law
should be a relaxation of the zeal of the petty
ofﬁcials who have taken it upon themselves to
censor the utterances of citizens. The most
frequent charge against alleged oﬁ'enders has

been that the utterances have interfered with
recruiting. But with conscription in oper
ation the machinery will move automatically,
and be subject to little if any inﬂuence from

what may be said about it. President Wilson
has given assurance regarding the censorship
that he wished for and would tolerate no im
munity from criticism for his Administra
tion. And now Attorney General Gregory
says in answer to an inquiry of the American

Legal Defense League that he knows of no
encroachments by any Federal authority on

the right of free speech or of free press, and
that the breaking up of public meetings and
the arresting of speakers that have occurred
are outside the jurisdiction of the Federal

Government.
The harm from the depredations of lesser

ofﬁcials clothed with a little brief authority
is not so much the acts themselves as the
resentment they cause,

and

the

needless

Means Committee claimed that it puts half of
the war expenses upon the rich. If this state
ment were true it would not justify the bill.

It is an absolute certainty that the wealthy
class will not furnish half of the men to be .
conscripted. There will be no half and half

division of labor between the poor and rich
in food production or similar occupations.
And whatever ﬁnancial beneﬁts may come

from the war will not be equally divided.
Why then should the poor be forced to bear
half of the expense?

But does the bill put no more than half of
the expense upon the poor?

The Ways and

Means Committee estimates that it will yield
in one year $1,810,420,000, over and above
existing revenue provisions. Of this, it esti
mates that the income tax will yield $640,
700,000, the excess proﬁts tax $200,000,000;

tax on club dues, $1,500,000; inheritance
tax, $6,000,000, and the pipe line tax, $4,500,
000. These'are all the taxes which may be
classed as direct, although in practice even
some of them will turn out to be otherwise.
The other proposed taxes fall on consump
tion, and must prove far more burdensome
to the poor than to the rich, even if it be con

ceded that the articles selected are mainly

bitterness and friction that follow. Upon the

luxuries.

one hand are the men and women whose en

In regard to the proposed income tax a
table showing how it will work, published by

thusiasm for liberty must ﬁnd expression in
speech; not always wise or true, perhaps,
but to them a thing of ﬁrst importance. On
the other hand are the ofﬁcials charged with
keeping the peace, distracted by a multitude
of details, and eager to stop each disturbance

at its source. The oﬁicial fears that if the
word is spoken it will be contradicted and
lead to a riot. The enthusiast feels that if the

the New York Times of May 10, demon

strates that it will increase by 12 times the
amount paid by the smallest contributors
under the law of 1913. The recipient of a
$5,000 income will pay $120, whereas last

year he paid but $10. But the taxes of those
whose incomes range from $10,000 into the

been lost. Like the bank depositor who calls

millions will be increased no more than seven
times and in some cases but little more than
ﬁve times. Besides this the lowering of ex

for his money, not because he wishes it, but

emptions to $2,000 in the case of heads of

word is not spoken a great principle will have
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families and to $1,000 for single persons, will
subject to income tax a large number who

certainly cannot be classed as wealthy or
well-to-do.
About $68,000,000 was secured through
the income tax last year. Of this $44,000,000
was paid by those whose incomes exceed
$20,000. Assuming that the new schedule
will increase their rate seven times, though
it will not be quite that much, they would
contribute to the war fund an additional
amount of $264,000,000. Those whose in

comment on the proposed sugar duty by Mr.
J. Rex Allen of the Federal Sugar Reﬁning
Company is to the point:
Special privilege in sugar will be granted an ad
ditional indirect subsidy of approximately $25,
000,000. Consider that our government in appealing
to patriotism in this hour of its dire need, for men
and money, purposes to indirectly subsidize the
domestic sugar industry $75,000,000.
The increase
of revenue derived by the Government will be small
on account of decreased consumption.
It is esti
mated the total sugar revenue will approximate
$40,000,000.

comes fall between $3,000 and $20,000 paid

If the increase in sugar duties will cost

about $24,000,000. Ofﬁcial ﬁgures are lack
ing to show how much of this came from re
cipients of incomes exceeding $5,000. As
suming that they paid half, they would be
liable, under the proposed law, for $72,000,
000, and the lower paid class, having an in
crease of 12 times to bear, would be called
upon for $132,000,000. Former income tax
payers would thus pay an increase of $468,

sugar consumers $25,000,000 over and above
the amount that gets into the treasury, one
may realize what the proposed ten per cent.

000,000, leaving $172,700,000 for the for

$336,000,000 of the income tax, $200,000,000

merly exempt ones to pay, according to the
Committee's estimate.
So nearly one-half
of the estimated amount to be derived from
the increase in income tax would be paid by
those receiving less than $5,000 a year.

As to the taxes on automobiles, chewing
gum, jewelry and other labor products, the
poor must bear the larger share. It is vain

to urge the false claim that these articles are
luxuries or are used by the rich only. It
would not alter matters if such were the case.
To tax labor products used by none but the
rich affects the poor by decreasing demand

and lessening opportunities for employment.
This must cause reduced wages and the re

duction will probably amount to more than
the taxes collected by the government.
Taxes on transportation receipts, tele
graph messages, etc., will surely be added to
rates. The increase in postage rates must

increase in all duties will do, and that there
must be a similar tale to tell of other indirect
taxes.

So far from raising one-half of the war
revenue by a tax on the rich, practically all
that may possibly be kept off of the poor is
excess proﬁts tax and some odds and ends of

other taxes. Of $1,810,420,000 to be raised
more than two-thirds will come from the poor
——and those whose incomes fall below $5,000.

And in addition they must pay most of the
proﬁts added on the indirect taxes, and nearly
all the tribute exacted by monopolies which

indirect taxes help to sustain.
Congressman Kitchin should revise his re
marks in defense of the bill.
S. D.
A Time for Work.
Doubt, fear, and discouragement have en
tered the hearts of not a few men and women
whose efforts toward regenerating the world
have been interrupted by the war. Some
have been so overwhelmed by the catastrophe
that they are slow to recover from the shock.

And well they may be; for it is no small mat
ter to see the treasures of the soul put to the

affect every business and be passed along in

hazard of war.

higher prices. Many small publications will
be overburdened, if not killed by the pro
posed raise of second class rates. The tax on
pipe line receipts may look like a blow to the
Standard Oil Company.
If levied on the
right of way it would be. But being directed
at receipts it must tend to interfere with the
service of the company, and possibly help it
to raise the price of oil. The new tariff duties
will surely take more from the pockets of the

heal-ten them to further effort.
Great human movements do not follow the
narrow lines prescribed by those who start
them ; they never have. Error does not slink
away into hiding the moment truth is pro
claimed; it never does. Nor should the bene
ﬁciaries of privilege be expected to let go
their hold without a struggle; they never
will. Social reform is not a mere matter of
reshufﬁing old factors, as a carpenter might

poor than will be put into the treasury.

rebuild a house; but rather like straightening

A

But a little reﬂection should
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the limbs of a misshapen child, by binding
muscles here and liberating them there, until
nature has had time to restore the normal.
So with society, myriad-factored, and all of

This is not the end of liberty, but a cata

clysm that will result in a new birth of free
dom. And the day of fulfillment will be
hastened

according

as

those

who

have

uncertain quantity and endless combinations:
results can only be approximated.
But

caught the vision and who know the way

though the way may pursue a tortuous

have more zeal than knowledge. This is not
to justify war, nor to approve conscription,

course, there is never a doubt as to the goal.
Whether or not the race is gaining or losing

is determined by the standard of comparison.
If we had descended from the perfection of
Paradise there might be cause for discour
agement; but if we are struggling upward
from lower stages of existence, there is every

reason for hope.

When did we enjoy that

stand shoulder to shoulder with those who

or any other of the temporary abridgments
of democracy; but it is to throw every ounce

of weight on the side of justice, in order
that the most good and the least evil may

follow.

It is a time not for despair, but for

hope; not for lamenting or sulking, but for

work.

S. C.

wonderful democracy in this country whose

overthrow by the war is lamented?

Was it

in the colonial days when only members of a
certain church took part in the government?
Was it when profession of a religious creed
was necessary for citizenship? Was it when
the ownership of property was a qualiﬁca
tion for voting? Was it when a man could
beat his wife, providing it was done with a
stick not larger than his ﬁnger, or will away
property she had before her marriage? Was

it when the color of a man’s skin determined
whether he was a master or a slave? Was
it when sex alone measured personal and po
litical freedom? When was that wonderful
age of democracy?

Let us have done with this morbid retro

Land Value Taxation in Congress.
In introducing a bill for Federal land value
taxation Representative Crosser of Ohio, one
of the most valuable members of the present
House, continues the good work which War
ren Worth Bailey carried on in the last Con
gress. The Crosser bill is practically a dup
licate of the Bailey bill, save that it pro

vides for sufﬁcient revenue to meet changed
conditions.
The advantages of the Crosser bill over the

Kitchin bill are obvious.

It would take from

no one anything earned by him, would place
no burden on industry, would compel putting

of unused valuable land to productive use and
thus help to solve the problem of food pro
duction, would destroy land speculation and

spection. The golden age lies in the future,
not in the past; and we are at this very mo
ment making our way thitherward.
The

thus remove the basis of speculation in labor
products, and would establish general pros

principle of personal liberty was never be
fore so broadly conceived nor so fondly cher

perity on a safe and permanent foundation.
Some who appreciate the advantages of

ished.

land value taxation nevertheless object to the

That governments and peoples have

thought it necessary to make temporary en
croachments upon that liberty in order to
give it still further extension is true.

may not have

been

necessary;

course might have been better.

This

another

Crosser bill because it complies with the con

stitutional requirement for apportionment of
direct taxes among the States in proportion
to population. That makes desirable the push

But this fact

ing of an amendment to abolish this require

stands out clearly and distinctly: In no sin
gle instance, either in Europe or in this coun—
try, has this step been taken in the name of

ment, but the Crosser bill should not be de

privilege, or by the power of autocracy. Not
one proposal has been made to limit the right
of suffrage or any other political right. On
the contrary, the right of suffrage has been
extended in many places during the war, and
plans are forming for its further extension

in all countries.

Even as the jeremiads as

cend in mournful cadence American women

are being admitted to political fellowship.

layed pending such a constitutional change.
The stronger the movement for putting
through a land value taxation bill of some
kind. regardless of the Constitution, may
become, the easier it will be to secure consent
to adoption of an amendment to repeal the

apportionment provision. So long as adVO
cates of land value taxation accept the re
quirement of the Constitution as an unsur
mountable obstacle, so long must they encour
age their opponents in blocking its repeal.
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So the proper course is, while pushing for
a Constitutional Amendment, to urge imme
diate adoption of whatever can'be obtained in
accordance with the Constitution as it stands.
Both efforts are in the right direction, and

each must help the other.

s. D.

Why Was This?
Henry Miller of San Francisco died the
other day. His wealth. variously estimated
at from $20,000,000 to $60,000,000, came in
the main from land, which he used for graz
ing cattle. No one seems to know exactly
how much land he owned—one statement in
'cading newspapers says it was one-sixth of
the entire State of California.
Miller’s property is mainly left so that it
cannot be divided until his great-grandchil
dren are of age. He was born in Wurttem
burg, Germany, in 1827 and was a butcher

ing gentleness. If passed, it will leave him
$10,700,000 a year in excess of what the
wealth-conscriptionists would have left. And

to make up the deﬁcit caused by its favor to
this one man, the Ways and Means Commit
tee has had to provide taxes which must fall
heavily on persons who earn all that they get.
For instance. the Committee would put a
ten per cent. duty on coffee and tea. Last

year imports of these commodities amount
ed to $56,000,000. So the Committee can

boy in New York; he came to California in

expect no more than $5,600,000 revenue
from these imports, which still leaves a
deﬁcit of $5,100,000. Millions of coiTee and
tea drinkers must pay amounts out of their
scanty earnings, which they can ill afford,
that one man may not be reduced to an
income of $100,000 a year.
And since
this breakfast table duty will not bring
in enough, a special tax is to be levied
on sporting goods to bring in another

1850 and began to gather in cheap lands.

$2,000,000, a tax is to be levied on chewing

His methods raised more or less commotion
and no man of his day was more cordially
disliked, but he managed to keep within the
law, and took only what the system under
which he lived permitted. The last edition
of “Who’s Who,” speaking of Henry Miller,

makes the guarded statement that Miller &
Lux “acquired” 600,000 acres in California
and ran 100,000 sheep in Nevada. This mild
remark accounts for almost 5 per cent. of his
holdings.
California seems to have been amazingly

good-natured with Henry.

gum to bring in another $1,000,000, members

of clubs must contribute another $1,500,000,
and various other taxes will make up for
what might have been obtained without seri
ous hardship or injustice from a single

source.
Tender treatment of but one unearned for

tune having necessitated inﬂiction of such
burdens on the poor, it is easy to see how the

Ways and Means Committee might have
avoided putting any further burdens upon

the poor had it seen ﬁt.

S. D.

A little sketch
i

4K

*

of his life and public services might be writ
ten to illustrate just one of the results of not
adopting the Henry George plan. Incident
ally it may be remarked that Miller practi

bringing in dividends in other cities, and ﬁve

cally owned every drop of water in the San

cent fares with free transfers providing good

Joaquin river. One hesitates to guess how
much his estate may be worth a hundred
years from now. CHARLES HOWARD SHINN.

incomes to stockholders of street railways in
even comparatively small towns, the street

The Cost of One Man’s Privilege.
According to the Chairman of the House
Committee on Ways and Means a certain citi

zen of the United States enjoys an unearned
income of $20,000,000 a year. The move
ment for conscription of incomes aimed to
take from this man $19,900,000 of what he

With three cent street railway fare a ﬁnan

cial success in Cleveland, four cent fares

railway corporations of New York City have
the assurance to ask of the State Public Ser
vice Commission permission to increase
fares to six cents.

And they ask it with ap—

parent conﬁdence that the request will be
granted. Could these corporations express
in a more emphatic way an uncompliment

ary opinion of the Commission?

amount would not interfere with any useful

At the same time they admit mismanage
ment and incompetence. There is no other
way to explain inability of the management
of the street railways of the nation’s metrop

enterprise or industry.
However, the
new revenue bill treats him with surpris

olis to make as good a showing as managers
of similar enterprises in smaller localities.

gets each year through legal appropriation of
the earnings of others.

The taking of this
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Zion Awakening.
By Samuel Danziger.

ability realization of the vision. “The cruel
rod of war” may once again “blossom into
righteous law,” bringing democracy to Rus

settlements achieving commercial impor
tance. The total Jewish population is 100,000.
which, though it may seem small, occupies a
dominant position, and enjoys the respect
and conﬁdence of other elements. The colo
nists have developed business for the sea
ports of Jaﬂ’a and Haifa, and have exercised
a regenerating inﬂuence in Jerusalem, a place

sia, home rule to Ireland, independence to

which Mark Twain described as abounding

Poland, and self-government in some form to
Palestine.
But it must not be assumed that, should
self-government come, the credit will be sole

in “rags, wretchedness, poverty and dirt.’
They have had great success in producing for
export oranges and other fruits, cereals, cot
ton and wine. The exports of oranges from

ly due to the overthrow of the Turk.

Jaffa in 1913 were valued at $1,630,000. The
Arab method of cultivation of cereals had
yielded a crop valued at about $5 per acre.

Dreams occasionally come true.

One of

these may be the Zionist dream of a self-gov
erning Jewish state in Palestine. The work
of years against apparently insurmountable

obstacles has brought within range of prob

For

many years preparations in Palestine have
been going on. Since the early 80’s the coun

try has been colonized.

Before that time

there had been considerable Jewish immigra

The Jewish colonists have increased this
yield to a point where it varies between $11

tion, but this consisted principally of zealots

and $17 per acre.

with no other object than to spend and end

oranges averaged 350 boxes per acre. The
colonists increased this to 757 boxes.
At their own expense the colonists have
constructed good roads and introduced badly

their existence in Jerusalem in a religious
but non-productive way. Years of residence
failed to make them aught but strangers in
the land.
The immigration of the past 35 years has
been of a different type. Persecution in Rus
sia and Roumania and discontent in Galicia,
the Balkan nations and elsewhere, brought in

industrious people determined to secure a
stake in the country and become a part of its

economic life.

Many of these had to be as

sisted, through a fund created by Jewish or
ganizations in Western Europe and the
United States. Almost destitute and in debt
they began re-settlement of a land, the condi
tion of which was described 48 years ago by
lVIark Twain in “Innocents Abroad” as fol

ows:
Of all the lands there are for dismal scenery, I
think Palestine must he the prince.
The hills are
barren, they are dull of color, they are unpicturesque
in shape. The valleys are unsightly deserts fringed
with a feeble vegetation that has an expression about
it of being sorrowful and despondent.
It is a hopeless, dreary, heart-broken land. . . .
Palestine is desolate and unlovely. And why should
it be (atherwise? Can the curse of the Deity beautify
a an ?

To succeed in such a place must require
extraordinary energy, enthusiasm, intelli
gence and faith. And yet the new settlers
succeeded. If Mark Twain could have revis

ited the country at the outbreak of the Euro
pean war. he would have revised his opinion.
He would have found no less than 44 ﬂour

ishing agricultural colonies, with a popula
tion of 15,000, cultivating more than 94,000
acres. He would have found ﬂourishing city

The Arab production of

needed sanitary improvements. With out—
side help hospitals have been established.
Before their coming the country was a breed

ing place of malaria and trachoma.

The

colonists planted millions of eucalyptus trees
whose unusual power of absorption and evap
oration makes them a useful factor in drain—
ing the marshes. The Jewish Health Bureau.
established in Jerusalem by Nathan Straus
of New York City, has directed the ﬁght
against trachoma and other diseases. For
merly 60 per cent. of the inhabitants of Jail'a
were afﬂicted with trachoma. Only one per
cent. are now sufferers from that disease.
An adequate school system has been estab
lished in all of the villages and a high school
maintained in each of the three cities of Jafi'a.
Haifa and Jerusalem.
The colonies enjoy a measure of self-rule.
The Turkish government concerns itself

about them no further than to collect its
taxes. So they have developed into a group
of little autonomous democracies. Each col
ony elects through universal suffrage, regard

less of sex qualiﬁcations, a committee known
as the “Va'ad.” This exercises both adminis
trative and judicial functions. It keeps a
register of land holdings, which is the only
record on which individual tenure is based.
It has charge of the schools, roads and the
water supply. It carries on routine work of
administration in accordance with certain
ﬁxed rules. When important questions arisu
it calls a meeting of citizens and the matter is

submitted to a referendum.

Thus in the
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midst of Turkish despotism and misrule, an
institution has been established similar to the
New England town meeting.
Crime among the colonists is practically
unknown. None has occurred during the ex

istence of the colonies.

But a police force is

considered necessary to guard against night
ly visits of predatory Arabs, and so the Va’ad
maintains one.
Another function of the
Va’ad is to act as a court in cases of dispute
between colonists. Its judgment is usually
accepted, though occasionally an appeal is
taken to a central body of all the colonies at
Tel Aviv near Jalfa. Its decision is ﬁnal.
Authority of central and local bodies rests on
voluntary acceptance alone. Philosophie in
dividualists may ﬁnd here much to uphold

their ideas.
The colonists were confronted at the outset
with a language difﬁculty. Coming from dif
ferent countries, the only common tongue
consisted of a smattering of Hebrew acquired
from the prayer book. Hebrew has conse
quently become the intermediary language
and, in a form suited to modern conditions,
is getting to be the national tongue. It is
taught to the children in the schools, who are
encouraged to use it in preference to other
languages. It has been taken up by non
Jewish elements. Signs in Hebrew are to be
found over their business houses. For senti

mental reasons this must be pleasing to
many. Yet one cannot help but wonder
whether it would not have been more practi
cal to have adopted one of the leading Euro
pean languages or to have aided the growing
Esperanto movement by taking up that eas
ily-learned and rapidly spreading lingo.

The inevitable effect which prosperity and
good government have on land values is not
absent. Palestine, the organ of the British
Palestine Committee, reports as follows:
In 1890 an acre of irrigable land in the colony of
Petach-Tikw'ah cost about £3-12s; today such land
could not. be bought for less than £36 per acre. In
1880 the lands which form this colony were uncul
tivated and brought only a small and insigniﬁcant
revenue to the State; in 1912 the value of the an
nual production of the colony was £36,000 from
which the Government obtained £3,400 in the form
of taxation.
In 1880 the value of the colony was
less than £1,200; today it represents a value of at
least £600,000, and its population numbers 3,000
SOD S.

These ﬁgures portend danger. Should pri
vate individuals be allowed to appropriate

Twentieth Year

It cut off the export trade at once. Then in
1915 came a plague of locusts which devoured
the crops. Great distress resulted, and it was
necessary to call upon America for relief.
This was granted in generous measure.
Peace, whenever it may come, must bring a

renewal of ante-bellum prosperity, in spite
of the reported attack on the colonies at Jatfa,
and outrages committed there.
Zionist organizations to help the country
secure political autonomy exist in all leading

countries. They number prominent non-Jews
as well as Jews among their membership.

In

Great Britain the movement has taken the
form of agitation for the conversion of Pales
tine into a self-governing member of the

British Empire.

The advance of General

Murray into the country and of General
Maude’s expedition into Mesopotamia makes

this perhaps the most practical suggestion
under existing circumstances.
A writer in The New Europe, published at
London, dwells on this subject, and after
showing the strategical advantage to the

British Empire of the country, makes clear
one point which may have been evident be
fore to the general reader. He says:
But though Palestine will be the national centre
of the Jewish people and the seat of its national
civilization, it will not be the home of all the Jews.
The majority will remain scattered throughout the
world. .
. The Russian revolution Opens out
a prospect that the age of political persecution will
soon end.
With that the world importance of a
Jewish Palestine grows mightily. The Jew outside
Palestine will owe no political allegiance to a Jewish
Palestine.
His political allegiance will be due and
will go, as always, to the state of which he is a citi
zen. But the spiritual centre of his race where the
Jewish genius will blossom in full freedom will re
ceive from more Jews a voluntary respect and ven
eration. . . . The British Empire which will have
created that home will be assured of the spontaneous
affection and gratitude of all conscious Jews through
out. the world. What England can gain in that way
we may measure by what she has lost through the
failure to satisfy Irish national sentiment.

In the United States the Zionist movement
is widespread, active and enthusiastic. It is
not merely the re-establishment of a Jewish
nation which many of these workers have in
view. They realize that their labor would be
worth little, if it accomplished no more than
creation of a state offering no other advan
tages to its citizens than what may be en

joyed in the United States, Switzerland or

this unearned increment land speculation

other existing democratic nations.

will be encouraged, land monopoly will exact
heavy tolls from labor, willing workers will
be denied employment, and there will arise
poverty and distress as in older civilizations.

hope to establish a commonwealth Where so
cial justice shall prevail, and they know that

The war, however, has ended prosperity.

They

the ﬁrst thing needful for that is to ensure
the land to the people. Thus Justice Louis
D. Brandeis, who heads the American move

'
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ment, said in The Outlook of January 5,
1916'.

leased to the settlers at a rent which would not allow
0f unearned increment.

Notable among the Zionist institutions is the Jew
ish National Fund, formed to purchase land as the
inalienable property of the Jewish people in Palestine.
A large part of the settlers own individual prop
erty, but the Zionist organization determined that the
land, if acquired, should be the property of the
Jewish people, remaining national domain and

With proper economic knowledge thus dis
played the idealism of the Zionists must make
of the new state, when born, a model for all

civilization, a land in which “they shall sit
every man under his vine and under his ﬁg
tree; and none shall make them afraid.”

Russia Since the Revolution.
By Victor S. Yarrol.

So bloodless and miraculously short, easy
and decisive was the Russian revolution of

Allies that Russia would ﬁght until “a decis

March last that possibly many western 0n
lookers are disappointed and anxious, per
haps even alarmed, over the untoward devel

evinced their disapproval.

opments that have since taken place.

Cause

for anxiety there has been, and there will
continue to be, no doubt, but for disappoint
ment and alarm there is no real occasion.
The overthrow of the autocracy proved to
be a relatively easy task. A hungry, starving

and betrayed nation rose in revolt, and the
army—an army of workmen, peasants and
students—made common cause with the na
tion because it had suffered even more than
the non-combatants had from the corruption,

treachery, inefﬁciency and selﬁshness of the
bankrupt government. But, as thoughtful
writers have pointed out, to carry on a great
war while guiding and completing a revolu
tion is a burden that is almost beyond human

ability to sustain.

ive victory” had been achieved, they instantly

“Decisive Vic

tory” had a sinister sound to them; it re

minded them of the designs of the late re
gime. They wanted the world to know that
democratic Russia was not imperialistic, and
that if Germany should offer a fair and hon
est peace, Russia would accept it with enthu
siasm.
It is, however, a great mistake to suppose
that the Russian workmen or soldiers con
template surrender to the Kaiser and his

cabal, or that peace without victory means to
them peace with victory to Germany at the
expense of French territory or French indus

try and toil. The Russian paciﬁsts and so
cialists expect every belligerent power to
enter a disclaimer similar to theirs, to an
nounce like readiness to conclude peace on a
basis of reason and justice. They will not
talk peace to Germany if her junkers and

Dissensions and difference of opinion, con

militarists contemplate any conquest or any

ﬂicts of interest and of ambition and aspira

indemnity. They will not deal even with
those social democratic factions which have
evinced weakness, subservience to the Kaiser,
or disloyalty to democratic principles.
True, on certain questions there is a wide
chasm between the liberals and moderates

tion, were absolutely unavoidable in Russia.
The truth is, Russia has been remarkably
quiet, and the wonder is that so little, rather

than so much, trouble has occurred.
There have been small riots and disturb

ances in the capital. The provisional govern

of the Lvoff government, or its supporters in

ment, and especially the foreign minister.
Prof. Miliukoff, has been assailed and asked
to resign. Disaffection and distrust have
driven the provisional government to pro
pose, of its own motion, the formation of a
coalition or national ministry.

the Duma and nation, and the social demo
crats and laborites. True, the latter view

We should not, however, magnify these oc
currences. In the ﬁrst place. to some extent
at least, the dissensions have been due to mis
understanding rather than to a serious con
ﬂict of opinion. The organized workmen of
Russia are militant democrats and idealists.
They hate aggression, care little or nothing

about territorial expansion. and are opposed

the liberals with suspicion. Even Gorky, who

cannot be accused of treachery or blindness,
charges the Lvoff government with certain
undemocratic and capitalistic designs. What

has happened in Russia would have happened
in any other country; radicals and bourgems
liberals have little in common except during
an actual revolution directed against a_ cor
rupt and reactionary autocracy or aristoc

racy.
The remedy for such complications and
friction is to be found in a rational compro

to needless warfare. These elements want mise, in a policy of give and take, of mutual
peace without victory, and when Miliukoff . concessions as to minor matters, in subordi
carelessly stated in a personal note to thei 'nation of everything contentious to imme

480

The

Twentieth Year

Public

diate and urgent tasks. Russia needs a na
tional or coalition cabinet. Labor and the
peasants, the socialists and the extreme dem
ocrats, should have representatives in the
government. The council of soldiers’ and

workers’ delegates, if it be as powerful and
sincere as it claims to be, should gladly share
with the Duma workers and the leading Lib
erals the burden and responsibility of carry
ing on the war, paving the way to a just
peace and maintaining order throughout Rus
sia. To the Moderates and Liberals the plan
of a coalition government should be wholly
acceptable. Russia is a peasant empire; the
peasant and the worker should be consulted

usurping the powers of a constituent as

sembly, that it will postpone every settle
ment that can or ought to be postponed, and

that it has no aggressive, jingo, imperialistic
designs; let the provisional government de
mocratize itself or nationalize itself sufﬁcient
ly, and the danger of civil war and anarchy
can be averted in Russia.

Only blunders worse than crimes—blun
ders due to lack of candor, or to prejudice,
distrust and fear—can destroy the revolution
and restore the autocracy or the bureaucratic

lileptocracy.

Discussion, frank explanations

as freely as the intellectual and the property

on all occasions, free, full and patient debate
should dissipate the fogs of prejudice and
suspicion, and insure loyal co-operation and

owner concerning national policies. The elec
tion and meeting of a constituent assembly,
to decide on the new constitution of Russia,

effective organization of the nation for war
or for the courageous conclusion of a righte
ous peace.

should not be delayed beyond a reasonable
period. Legislation by edicts and decrees
is not democratic, whether a labor or a bour
geois government is at the helm.
This remark applies not only to political
questions but also—nay, especially—t0 eco
nomic questions. The few agrarian disorders

that have been reported in brief dispatches
from the interior of Russia may have no sig
niﬁcance. But the student of Russian prob
lems know that “land” is inﬁnitely more

important to the peasant millions than “lib
erty.” Land hunger has been the outstand
ing fact since the emancipation of the serfs.
Russia is 80 per cent agricultural, yet agri
culture has been “an unproﬁtable industry"
there. The taxes and redemption charges

PHILOSOPHICALLY SPEAKING.
By Ellis 0. Jones.

A Philosopher, a Flea and a Dog once
found.‘ themselves resting under the same
shade tree by the roadside.

Suddenly, by way of expressing the soci
able side of his nature, the Flea began to bite
the Dog. Thereupon the Dog fell to scratch
ing with a right good will.

The Philosopher observed the scene
thoughtfully for a moment and then he re
marked to the Dog:
“Please accept my heartiest congratula
tions.”
“Upon what, pray?” inquired the Dog as

he stopped his scratching.

and rents have too often absorbed all of the
peasant’s incomes, and often have driven him
to give up his land and become a laborer in

the city.

More land, rent-free land, is the

greatest need of Russia, and if the revolution
does not bring the peasant more land, he will
vote it a sham and a farce. The peasant has

“Upon your great good fortune in being
plentifully supplied with Fleas.”
“I am afraid I don't quite follow you,” re
sponded the Dog.

“Perhaps not.

It very often happens that

beings don’t know 'what is good for them.

accused the noble and the bureaucrat of ob

And besides I must admit that this is not at

structing land reform, and he has imagined
that the autocracy was at heart friendly to
the peasantry and anxious to meet their
wishes. It is not strange that here and there

all a simple matter. But, you see, I know
what I’m talking about, because I am a Phil
osopher. In order to understand the Flea
question properly, you must look at it philo

impatient and simple peasants should have

sophically.”

demanded immediate results of the new revo
lution and proceeded to expropriate the land
lords of the district. “It is our land,” they
doubtless said; “why not take it at once?

Why wait?”
But these incidents are not at all alarming.
To repeat, the remarkable thing is that they
are so few in number and so far between.
Let the peasants, soldiers—and the soldiers
are, of course, peasants or laborers—and

embattled radicals understand that the pro
visional government has no intention

of

“What do you mean philosophically?” in

quired the Dog.
"I mean that you must focus your intelli
gence upon it in a detached, impersonal way.
This is not always easy, as I said before. For
instance, when a Flea bites you, your ﬁrst

impulse is to curse and revile the Flea and do
everything in your power to destroy it. That,
however, is really very short-sighted. The
better way to look at it is by reﬂecting that

the Flea develops initiative in you, keeps you
from being lonesome, makes you self-reliant
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and in other ways exercises a beneﬁcial in

ﬂuence upon your character.

Of course I

don’t say that this might not be overdone if
the Fleas were too numerous, but all the best
Philosophers are agreed that a certain

amount of Fleas are good for a Dog.”
“I don’t see it,” said the Dog doggedly.
“The Philosopher is right,” spoke up the
Flea. “He is absolutely right. You don’t
realize that I am really your friend. What I
do I do entirely for your sake.”
This speech set the Dog into a veritable
fury which caused him to attack the Flea so
vigorously that the Flea considered it the
part of wisdom temporarily to transfer his
domicile from the hide of the Dog to the hide
of the Philosopher, who lost no time in apply
ing scratches to the points where the Flea
made his presence known.
“Please accept my heartiest congratula

tions,” said the Dog.

“I feel very deeply the

loss of my friend, the Flea, but I am willing
to accept it in a sacriﬁcial spirit. Of course,

being a Philosopher, you will not fail to look
upon his visitation in a philosophical, that is,
in a detached impersonal way, recognizing

the indisputable fact that a certain amount
of Fleas are undoubtedly good for Philoso
phers. As for myself, I think I will be run
ning along, because if I stayed the temptation
of the Flea to desert you might be too great.”
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NEWS OF THE WEEK
Week Ending May 1.3.

Congressional Doings.
Chairman Claude Kitchin of the House Ways and
Means Committee introduced on May 9 the war
revenue measure. It is estimated to produce addi
tional revenue to the amount of $1,810,420,000.
It
lowers the exemption on incomes to $1,000 for single

persons and to $2,000 for heads of families.
It
increases the normal rate for individuals to four
per cent, and for corporations to six per cent. Ile
ginning with incomes of $5,000 it provides sur
taxes as follows:
From $5,000 to $7,500 . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1 per cent
From $7,500 to $10,000 . . . . . . . . . . .. 2 per cent

From $10,000 to $12,500 . . . . . . . . . .. 3 per cent
From $12,500 to $15,000 . . . . . . . . . .. 4 per cent
From $15,000 to $20,000 . . . . . . . . . .. 5 per cent

From $20,000 to $40,000 . . . . . . . . . .. 6 per cent
From $40,000 to $60,000 . . . . . . . . . .. 8 per cent

From $60,000 to $80,000 . . . . . . . . . . .11 per cent
From $80,000 to $100,000 . . . . . . . . . .14 per cent
From $100,000 to $150,000 . . . . . . . ..17 per cent
From $150,000 to $200,000 . . . . . . . ..20 per cent

From $200,000 to $250,000 . . . . . . . ..24 per cent
From $250,000 to $300,000 . . . . . . . . .27 per cent

From $300,000 to $500,000 . . . . . . . . .30 per cent
On all exceeding $500,000 . . . . . . . . . .33 per cent
In addition to the present inheritance tax it pro
vides the following surtaxes besides putting a tax of
one per cent on estates between $25,000 and $50,000
now exempt:

$50,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .One-half of 1 per cent
$50,000 to $150,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 per cent

MY COMRADE-ENEMY.
By Richard Warner Borst.

$150,000 to $250,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1% per cent
$250,000 to $450,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..2 per cent
$450,000 to $1,000,000 . . . . . . . . . . ..2% per cent

$1,000,000 to $2,000,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . .3 per cent
I hate you not, I love you, yet I must
Bear arms against you and, amid the blaze
Of war’s white fury, see the horrid glaze
Of death steal o’er you at my bayonet-thrust.
You hate me'not, you love me, yet the dust
Shall be our common shroud; for in the haze
Of bestial conﬂict, in profound amaze,
Your dying hands fulﬁl their ancient trust;
The trust that knows not reason, only fear,
The trust that kings and tyrants all maintain,
The trust that is not trust, but treachery.
So let us meet, my comrade-enemy,
My murderer beloved whom I have slain:
Though life may sever, death shall draw us near.
sea
I hope that somewhere among the men who hold
power
there is at least one who will re
member
that we are the guardians, not
only of the nation, but of that common heritage of
thought and art and a human way of life into which
we were born, but which our children may ﬁnd
wasted by our blind violence and hatc.>~Bcrlrand
Russell.

$2,000,000 to $3,000,000 . . . . . . . . . . .3175 per cent

$3,000,000 to $4,000,000 . . .
$4,000,000 to $5,000,000 . . .
$5,000,000 to $8,000,000 . . .
$8,000,000 to $11,000,000 . .
$11,000,000 to $15,000,000 .

.
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cent
cent
cent
cent
cent

$15,000,000 and over . . . . . . . . . . . . ..15 per cent

The excess proﬁts tax is raised to sixteen per cent.
All tariff rates are advanced ten per cent and a
ten per cent duty laid on articles now on the free list.
Letter postage is to be increased from two cents
to three cents, postal cards to two cents and second
class rates are to be increased to two cents a pound
for the ﬁrst two parcel post zones, three cents for
the third and fourth, four cents for the ﬁfth and
sixth, ﬁve cents for the seventh and six cents for
the eighth.
The present rate is one cent a pound
universally.
Periodicals conducted without proﬁt
are to pay a universal rate of 1% cents a pound.
Advertising is to pay ﬁve per cent.
All life insur
ance policies, except industrial insurance, are taxed
8 cents on each $100; marine, ﬁre and casualty poli
cies, one per cent of the premium; automobiles,
motorcycles and rubber tires, 5 per cent on whole
sale price; oil pipe lines, 5 per cent on their charges.
A tax of ten per cent is put on railroad passengei
tickets, and tickets for parlor car seats and berths.
Express rates are taxed ten per cent; freight bill;
three per cent; electrical power ﬁve per cent; tcle
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graph and local telephone messages, five per cent;
long distance telephone messages over ﬁfteen cents,
ﬁve cents a message; jewelry, ﬁve per cent; musical
instruments and talking machines, ﬁve per cent;
cosmetics and propiietary medicines, ﬁve per cent;
amusement tickets, ten per cent; moving picture ﬁlms
when sold to the user lé cent a foot, and when ready
for projection one cent a foot; sporting goods, parts
of games, and pleasure boats, ﬁve per cent; playing
cards, eight cents a pack.
Club memberships ten
per cent; chewing gum, ﬁve per cent.
Heavy in
creases are provided on liquors, soft drinks, tobacco,
cigarettes and cigarette papers.
Other taxes fall
on stock exchange transactions, capital stock, bonds,
drafts, checks, notes, deeds, indemnity bonds, power
of attorney and proxies.
The Committee esti
mates that the new income tax will produce
$640,000,000 additional revenue; excess proﬁts
tax, $200,000,000; tariff duties, $200,000,000; in
heritance tax, $6,000,000; and pipe line tax, $4,
500,000. The New York Times ﬁgures the effect of
the proposed income tax, based on exemption of
$2,000 for heads of families as follows:

Under
Original
Income.
' Law.
$3,000 . . . . . .
...
4,000 . . . . . .

Law of
Sept.
8, 1916.
...

. . .

Under
Proposed.
Revisnon.
$40

. . .

5,000 . . . . . .
$10
10,000 . . . . . .
60
15,000 . . . . . .
110
20,000 . . . . . .
160
25,000 . . . . . .
260
40,000 . . . . . .
560
50,000 . . . . . .
760
60,000 . . . . . . 1,060
75,000 . . . . . . 1,510
100,000 . . . . . . 2,510
125,000 . . . . . . 3,760
150,000 . . . . . . 5,010
175,000 . . . . . . 6,260
200,000 . . . . . . 7,510
250,000 . . . . . . 10,010
300,000 . . . . . . 13,010
400,000 . . . . . . 19,010
500,000 . . . . . . 25,010
750,000. . . . . . 42,510
1,000,000 . . . . . . 60,010
1,500,000 . . . . . . 95,010
2,000,000 . . . . . . 130,010
2,500,000 . . . . . . 165,010
3,000,000 . . . . . .200,010

80

120
120
220
320
470
920
1,820
1,720
2,470
3,920
5,670
7,420
9,420
11,420
15,920
20,920
31,920
42,920
72,920
102,920
167,920
237,920
312,920
887,920

120
355
730
1,120
1,730
3,380
4,780
6,180
8,880
14,180
20,680
27,180
37,680
42,180
59,680
79,180
119,180
165,180
282,680
400,180
640,180
885,180
1,135,180
1,385,180

Protests against many of these proposed taxes
are already pouring in.
[See current volume, page
458.]
i
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motion of Senator Johnson of California, by a vote
of 39 to 38.
An amendment was then offered by
Kirby of Arkansas for a censorship under the super
vision of the Secretaries of War and the Navy. This
was rejected by a vote of 65 to 5. Those who 0p
posed Johnson‘s motion were Brady, Colt, Culber
son, Fletcher, Gerry, Hale, Hollis, Husting, James,
Jones of New Mexico, Kendrick, King, Kirby, Lodge,
McCumber, Pittman, Poindcxter, Pomerene, Rans
_dell, Robinson, Shafroth, Sheppard, Simmons, Smith
of Arizona, Smith of South Carolina, Sterling, Stone,
Thompson, Walsh, Warren, Weeks, Williams, Wol
cott and Trammell.
Finally on May 14 the bill
passed by a vote of 77 to 6 with provisions for
censorship omitted, after an effort by Senator Over
man to restore the clause had been defeated by a
vote of 48 to 34.
Council of Defense on the Industrial Situation.
To dissipate misunderstanding of its recent action
urging against taking advantage of the war situa
tion by employers or employees, the Council of Na
tional Defense has issued the following statement:
There have been established by legislation, by
mutual agreement between employers and employ
ees, or by custom certain standards constituting
a day's work. These vary from seven hours per
day in some kinds of ofﬁce work to twelve hours
per day in continuous operation plants. The va
rious states and municipalities have established
speciﬁc standards of safety and sanitation and
have provided inspection service to enforce the
regulations. They have also established maximum
hours of work for women and minimum age limits
for children employed in gainful occupations. It
is the judgment of the Council of National De
fense that the Federal, State and Municipal Gov
ernments should continue to enforce the standards
they have established unless and until the Council
of National Defense has determined that some
modification or change of these standards is essen
tial to the national safety; that employers and
employees in private industries should not attempt
to take advanage of the existing abnormal condi
tions to change the standards which they were un
able to change under normal conditions.
The one other standard that the Council had in
mind was the standard of living. It recognizes
that the standard of living is indeﬁnite and difﬁ
cult to determine, because it is in a measure de
pendent upon the purchasing power of the wages
received remaining the same.
It believes, how
ever, that no arbitrary change in wages should be
sought at this time by either employers or em
ployees through the process of strikes or lockouts
without at least giving the established agencies of
the Government, the Mediation Board in the trans

i

The House and Senate Conference Committee
ﬁnally agreed on May 10 on the Conscription bill
and it was reported to both branches.
The settle
ment makes liable to conscription all men between
21 and 31.
The bill increases the pay of enlisted
men, making the minimum amount $25 a month,
instead
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increasing

the wages of higher paid men. Permission for rais—
ing of volunteer divisions, intended for the beneﬁt
of ear-President Roosevelt, was stricken out, but af
ter a ﬁght the provision was re-inserted on May 12.
The press censorship clause of the espionage bill
was stricken from it by the Senate on May 12, on

portation service and the Division of Conciliation
of the Department of Labor in the other industries,
an opportunity to adjust the difﬁculties without a
stoppage of work occurring. While the Council of
National Defense does not mean to intimate that
under ordinary circumstances the efficiency of
workers is the only element that should be taken
into consideration in ﬁxing the hours of labor,
safety, sanitation, women’s work and child labor
standards, it is the object that must be attained
during the period when the nation’s safety is in
volved. It may, therefore, be necessary for the
Council as a result of its investigations and ex
perience to suggest modiﬁcations and changes in

these standards during that time.

It is not the
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purpose of the Council, however, to undertake to
determine the wage rate that will be suﬂicient to
maintain the existing standards of living. That
should be referred to the mediation agencies of
the Government above referred to or to such other
constituted agencies as may exist to the end that
such questions may be adjusted in an orderly and
equitable manner to avoid the stoppage of indus
tries which are so vital to the interests of the na
tion at this critical time. This is no time for rock
ing the boat.
Conference on Democratic Control.
A call for a conference on democracy and peace,
to meet in New York on May 30 was issued on
May 10.
The call refers to growing disregard of
constitutional rights of citizens, since the declaration
of war and states further:
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in her life seen said Weinberg until after his ar
rest. Said Oxman then stated:
“If you will testify and testify right I will see
that you get a sum in ﬁve ﬁgures and will not
have to work any more. No one who knows any
thing about the bomb case will ever know you and
you ,can start all over again where no one knows
you.
I asked said Oxman:
“Did Mr. Fickert send you to me?”
And said Oxman replied:
“No; the men higher up than Fickert sent me
to you."
I, affiant, repeated in substance the above affi
davit to Charles M. Fickert at about the time it
occurred.
In spite of the Grand Jury’s refusal to act, Police
Judge Mathew Brady decided to hold Oxman for the
Superior Court.
[See current volume, page 426.]
t

We call on all American citizens to unite with
us in the ﬁrst American conference on democracy
and terms of peace, to discuss how best we can aid
our government in bringing to ourselves and the
world a speedy, righteous and enduring peace.
Among the signers are an Episcopal Bishop, Paul
Jones of Salt Lake City, Rabbi Emil G. Hirsch of
Chicago, Professor Simon N. Patten of the Uni
versity of Pennsylvania, Professor William I. Hull
of Swarthmore College, Brent Don Allinson of the
Harvard International Polity Club, James McKeen

Cattell, May Wright Sewell, Mrs. Glendower Evans,
Edward T. Hartman, Joseph D. Cannon, Louis P.
Lochner and others.
The tentative program for
discussion by the conference is as follows:
The conference favors a speedy and universal
peace, in harmony with the principles outlined
by the President of the United States and by revo
lutionary Russia, and indorsed substantially by
the Social Democratic organizations of Italy,
France, Germany and Austria and the liberal and
democratic forces of England and other countries,
namely:
No forcible annexation of territory.
No punitive indemnities.
Free development of all nations.
The headquarters of the executive committee in
charge of the matter, consisting of Elizabeth Free
man, Roy Brazzle and Louis P. Lochner, are at the
Holland House, New York City.

The Paciﬁc Coast Claee War.
The Grand Jury in San Francisco, of which John
D. Spreckels was foreman, refused to indict F. C.
Oxman for perjury, in the Mooney trial and in a
public statement on May 3 commended District At
torney Fickert “for the able and fearless manner in
which he has performed his duties."
It refused
to call before it Estelle Smith, on whose testimony
Billings had been convicted of murder and sen
tenced to life imprisonment. After exposure of the
frame-up proceedings Miss Smith had made the fol
lowing afﬁdavit:
That said Oxman asked afiiant if it was not a
fact that she had seen the defendant, Israel Wein
berg, standing by a post on the afternoon of July
22, 1916, in front of said 721 Market street. That
your aﬂiant told said Oxman that she had never

#

Following the acquittal of Thomas H. Tracy, at
Everett, Washington, the other I. W. W. prisoners
have been released at the request of the prosecutor.
Twenty were freed on May 8, and the others, two
days later. [See current volume, page 459.]
Tax Reform News.
The town of Columbia Heights, Maryland, en
dorsed by popular vote on May 8 a proposition to
raise local revenue by taxing land values only. The
town of Hyattsville will vote on May 19 on a similar
proposition. [See vol. xix, pp. 418, 1236.]
i

8

The Rotary Club of Syracuse, N. Y., adopted on
April 27 the folowing resolution:
As business men, interested in the growth and
prosperity of our city and country, conscious of
the heavy burden which taxation often puts upon
industry, believing that individually created wealth
rightfully belongs to the individuals who create
this wealth, believing also that socially created
wealth belongs to that society which creates this
wealth, it is our conviction that the time has come
for a careful study of the whole subject of taxa
tion for the purpose of discovering, if possible, a
more equitable system than the present one of dis
tributing this burden upon prosperity.
Therefore, we recommend the appointment of
a Rotary Singletax Committee whose duty it shall
be to study the subject of taxation and from time
to time report the results of its investigation to
the Rotary Club. [See vol. xix, p. 703.]
European War.

Attacks and counter-attacks on the western front
have continued throughout the week.
The British
advance suffered a temporary setback east of Vimy
Ridge, where the Germans recaptured the village of
Fresnoy. But on the 14th the advance was renewed
and the village of Roeux on the right bank of the
Scarpe River and six miles east of Arras, was taken.
French movements have been conﬁned to lesser ac
tivities during the week.
It is officially reported
that from April 9 to May 12 the French and British
have taken 49,579 prisoners, including 976 officers,
and 444 heavy cannon and ﬁeld pieces, 943 machine
guns, and 386 trench cannon. The practical cessa
tion of ﬁghting on the Russian front and in Rou
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mania has enabled Germany to transfer such masses
of troops to the western front as to bring the ad
vance of the Allies almost to a standstill. In Macc
donia an offensive has been renewed by the Allies
in the region of Lake Doiran and the Vardar River,
but its extent is not known. There appears also to
be a renewal of the campaign in Mesopotamia where
the Russian forces have been reported as inactive
since the Revolution. A successful advance along the
upper Euphrates River southwest of Erzingan is
announced by the Russians, and the British report
progress northwest of Bagdad and in Palestine.
Italy again ﬁgures in the press dispatches because of
renewed activity in the Trentino and in the southern
section of the Carso.
[See current volume, page

460.]
i

Q

The submarine toll, as given out by the British
Admiralty on the 9th, showed a slight increase in
number of vessels lost over the preceding week, but
a lesser tonnage.
Of the 62 ships destroyed, 24
were over 1,600 tons, as compared with 38 of the week

before. A larger number of ﬁshing boats were de
stroyed than for some time past.
The Admiralty
report states:

Vessels of all nationalities: Arrivals, 2,374;
sailings, 2,499. British merchantment over 1,600
tons sunk, including ﬁve not reported previously,
24; under 1,600 tons, 22.
British merchantmen
unsuccessfully attacked, including six previously
not reported, 34. British ﬁshers sunk, including
one not previously reported and thirteen sailers,
16.
i

!

Haiti and Liberia have broken off diplomatic re
lations with Germany, it is reported.
Cables pass
through Liberia, which lends some importance to
the action of the government of that country.
II

i

No deﬁnite peace developments are reported. Ac
tive discussions continue among the Socialists and
labor representatives, both within German and in the
neighboring countries, but without any apparent
agreement.
The questions of indemnities and an
nexation are still obstacles in the way of further
negotiations. Much appears to rest with the action
of the Russian populace. The issue between liberals
and conservatives in Germany regarding the liberal
izing of the Constitution appears to be growing
sharper, the liberals demanding a representative
government responsible to the people, and the con
servatives resisting all encroachments upon heredi
tary rights.
*

*

No military news is announced by the American
Government beyond the continued effort to whip
things into shape for action. Submarine chasers are
to be launched as rapidly as possible, and the build—
ing of the billion dollar merchant ﬂeet has been be
gun.
Plans are laid to build 1,000 ships of wood
and steel within eighteen months.
These are to be
medium sized ships, and will represent about 3,000
000 tons. The French and British Commissions have
been received at New York, Boston, and Montreal,
with great enthusiasm.
" ~
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Russia.
Matters are not going smoothly with the new Gov
ernment.
The Cabinet has attempted to form a
coalition Government that would lay responsibility
upon the various factors in the Revolutionary move
ment; but the Workmen’s and Soldiers’ Delegates,
which appear to be the strongest single body, refuse
to accept ofﬁcial place in the Government. Military
discipline at the front appears to be held in abeyance.
The Russian and German soldiers fraternize to a
degree that has

called for warning orders

from

oﬁicers in command. General Korniloff, commander
of the Petrograd garrison, resigned his command
because of the conﬂicting sources of authority that
made action impossible.
But though the Work
men’s and Soldiers’ Delegates will not work ofﬁcially
with the Government they appear to have the same
end in view, and have so far avoided an open rup
ture.
Both the Delegates and the Government op
pose a separate peace, but the former is less exact
ing of terms.
The Council of the Workmen's and
Soldiers' Delegates has issued an appeal to the army,
warning the men that Germany is attempting to
overthrow the Revolution, and appealing to them to
defend Russia with all their might.
A general
peace is possible, it says, only by an agreement among
all nations, and that the Council is appealing to the
workmen of the Central Powers to throw oﬂ’ the yoke
of absolutism. Until the German workmen do throw
011' this yoke the Russian soldiers are urged to stand
ﬁrm in the defense of their own country.
[See cur

rent voluine, page 461.]
i

I

The confusion at Petrograd and throughout the
empire is leading to much speculation as to the pos
sibility of a dictator. Minister of Justice Keren
sky said in speaking of the situation: “We have
taken our sip of freedom and it has somewhat in
toxicatcd us."
In an impassioned appeal to dele
gates from the front he made the most alarming
diagnosis of Russia’s internal crisis made by any
ofﬁcial. From having been one of the most optimis
tic of the Revolutionists Korensky is ﬁlled with fore
bodings, and believes that if things continue as they
are Russia will fall under a dictatorship.
i

i

The grave condition of affairs at Petrograd lends
special importance to the appointment of the Amer
ican commission to visit Petrograd.
The Commis
sion consists of Elihu Root, chairman; Charles R.
Crane, Chicago manufacturer, now in Russia; John
R. Mott, of New York, general secretary of the In
ternational Committee of the Young Men's Christian
Association; Cyrus McCormick, of Chicago, presi
dent of the International Harvester Company; Sam

uel R. Bertron, New York banker; James Duncan,
vice-president of the American Federation of Labor;
Charles Edward Russell, of New York, Socialist and
author; Major General Hugh L. Scott, Chief of Stalf
of United States Army; Rear Admiral James H.
Glennon, United States Navy. The commission has
been selected with a view to assuring the Russians
of America’s warm interest in their welfare, and a
desire to aid in any way possible the young republic.
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NOTES
—Ex-Senator Joseph B. Foraker of Ohio, died at
Cincinnati on May 10.
—Joseph H. Choate, former American Ambassador
to Great Britain, died in New York on,May 14, aged
85.
~The Connecticut House of Representatives ap
proved on May 8 an equal suffrage Constitutional
Amendment. It must be ratiﬁed by the next Gen
eral Assembly before it can be submitted to the
electors.
—An article by Judson King, showing the present
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Walter B. Cannon, Professor, and Percy G. Styles,
Assistant Professor of Physiology, all of Harvard,
and Irving Fisher, Professor of Political Economy,
Yale University, gives ﬁgures from the Internal
Revenue Report and the United States Census show
ing that 7,000,000,000 pounds of food stuffs are used
annually in the manufacture of distilled and fer
mented liquors. This they estimate is sufﬁcient, after
deducting the amount necessary for denatured alco
hol, to feed 7,000,000 men a year.

-Among the signiﬁcant items of news from Eng
land that were not reported in the American press
was the monster meeting held in Albert Hall, Lon
don, to celebrate the success of the Russian Revolu

status of the Initiative and Referendum, has been

put into the Congressional Record by Senator Owen
and may be obtained in franked envelopes ready for
mailing on application to any Senator or Congress
man.
--Boards of Supervisors of the State of New
York have been urged by the State Commission of
Prisons to make immediate arrangements to employ
the hundreds of idle prisoners serving sentences in
county jails in the cultivation of farms and gardens
during the summer.
—-Political party Singletaxers of Wilmington,
Delaware, have nominated a ticket, for the coming
city election, headed by Samuel Melville, nominee for
Mayor, one of the veterans of the free speech ﬁght
of 1896 in Dover. The other nominees are Charles
Dulin and William F. Burns.
—The Children's Bureau of the United States
Department of Labor in considering the effect of
the war upon school children in England says that
from the breaking out of the war to May 1, 1916,
28,000 children of school age were excused from at
tendance for farm work.
The chief medical in
spector in deprecating this policy says of the child:
“His introduction to labor at this time renders him
liable to conditions detrimental to his physical well
being.”
—Rice growers in Siam who have hitherto been
the victims of money lenders who charged 40 to 50
per cent. interest, and who were forced in conse
quence to sell at ruinous prices to middlemen, are to
be given relief by the Government through a system
of co-operative credit societies that will charge 12
per cent., and by a system of government ware
houses that will receive the rice till it is needed. The
Government will act as selling agent at Bangkok for
a small commission.
—-Immigrant aliens admitted to the United States
in March numbered 15,512; emigrant aliens depart
ing numbered 2,318. England furnished the largest
number, 1,730; Spain, 1,676; Mexico, 1,644; Italy,
1,294; France, 1,235; Portugal, 1,198; no other na
tion sent as many as a thousand. Of the 15,512 im
migrants 414 were classiﬁed as of the professional
class; 2,763, skilled labor; 1,696, farmers and farm
laborers; 2,803, laborers; 1,183, servants; 6,653 mis
cellaneous, including women and children.
—A movement has been launched in Boston by the
War Prohibition Conservation Committee to con
serve the food supply by suspending the manufacture
of distilled and fermented liquors.
A statement
signed by T. N. Carver, Edmund E. Day, William
Z. Ripley, Edwin T. Gay, Professors of Economics;

tion. Speeches were made by H. W. Nevinson, Rob
ert Smillie, Robert Williams, Israel Zangwill, Com
mander Wedgwood, M. P., A. Bellamy, Dr. Lynch,
M. P., and others, all stressing the demand that Brit

ish democracy be brought up to the level of the newly
constituted democratic regime in Russia.

The fact

that a hall holding 20,000 people had to turn away
5,000 is_ taken to indicate the interest of the British
people in Russian democracy, and the speakers tool:
advantage of the opportunity to launch some severe
criticism on the present British Cabinet.

PRESS OPINIONS
A Land Experiment.

The New Republic, May 12.—California’s land
settlement bill recently passed both houses of the
legislature by overwhelming majorities.
Prepara
tions are making under the act to purchase a 5,000
acre tract of land to be developed as an organic unit.
The department of farm engineering of the state
agricultural college is working out systematic plans.
Soon we shall have in this country one little oasis in
which the farmer may set out upon his career with
out the handicap of insanitary and ill designed build
ings, a grinding mortgage or the desperate isolation
of the frontier.
If the project is successful—and
all the technical conditions point to its successthe movement thus inaugurated is certain to extend
itself.
But unless taxation is employed to check
the development of unearned increment, most of the
beneﬁts from recolonization will fall to the existing
land owners.
No More Frame-Ups Wanted.
New York Evening Post, May 12.—The outcome
of the I. W. W. trial at Everett, Wash., is a vindi
cation for the administration of justice on the Paciﬁc
Coast and of the spirit of fair play which is bound
to assert itself in a community when once it has
freed itself from panic.
With the acquittal of the
three-score

defendants

at

Everett,

a

saner

and

healthier public sentiment should enter into the
vexed relations between capital and labor, whose
recent history on the Coast has been unsavory.
There has been provocation on both sides, and vio
lence on both sides, whether it has been labor vio
lence through dynamite at Los Angeles or “law and
order” violence at Seattle and Everett.
It is a
puzzle to us of the enslaved East that in the pro
gressive States of the Paciﬁc Coast, where so much
pioneer work has been done towards the upbnilding
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of industrial justice, there should be frequently re—
curring crises involving guerrilla warfare with riﬂe
and bomb, the suppression of free speech, and the
misuse of the courts, as in the trial of the labor
leader, Mooney, in San Francisco.
But if it has
been a case of violence begetting violence, the
chances are that decisive action such as has taken
place at Everett, and such as we expect in San Fran
cisco, will break the evil chain.
Convincing Refutation Found at Last.
Dr. Frank Crane in New York Globe: I sat down
at the club the other day and along came my friend
the Singletaxer. I like Singletaxers. They rank
with Christian Scientists and Socialists as our most
enthusiastic believers, and in “these days of down
pulling and disbelief,” to use Carlyle's phrase, it is
refreshing to meet a man that believes hard. My
own temper of mind being somewhat critical and in
clined to question, I look with envy upon men of
militant positivity. It's a good thing somebody is
sure of something. He held me in some interesting
conversation which I herewith pass on to those more
learned and equipped in economics than I.
“We’ve just paid twenty-ﬁve million dollars for
the Danish West India islands," he said. “What did
we get for our money?"
“Why, we get the islands, I suppose.”
“We did, did we? Who’s we?"
“Why, the people of the United States.”
“Not at all. Those islands belong to a few land
owners. They owned them when they were Danish.
They own ’em now they are American. Just got a
different colored ﬂag, that's all.”
“Well, there’s something in that.”
“Yes, sir. One of those islands, St. Croix, is as
large as Manhattan Island, and is owned entirely
by three men. There are 25,000 people on St. Croix
engaged in raising sugar cane. For the privilege of
living and working there they must give the three
owners the greater part of the wealth they produce,
just as the people on Manhattan Island must give a
few families a big part of their earnings for the
privilege of living there. Now that the United
States has paid $25,000,000 for the power to govern
the islands, it should do one of two things: It should
either empower the 25,000 people who live on St.
Croix to take for common use the rental value of the
island they live on, and should empower the people
of the two other islands to do the same thing, or it
should take the rental value itself and use the money
for the beneﬁt of the islanders. That is one way that
we can get value in return for the $25,000,000 spent.
Until we do take this rental value for public use
not one cent should be taken in taxation from the
laborers who are producing wealth on the islands."
I repeated this conversation to a college professor
who is bitterly opposed to Singletax. He said:
“Stuff and nonsense!"
I was glad to hear this convincing refutation of the
Singletaxer’s screed. I knew there must be some
answer to his specious arguments, of course, but I
couldn’t think what it was.
A Fruit of Monopoly.
Chicago Herald, May 6.-—According to a bulletin
of the Equitable Life Assurance Society there are
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10,000,000 unmarried men in the United States be
tween the ages of 18 and 44. That is 45
per cent of the 22,000,000 of American men of
this class. Nearly one-half of the age group
in which marriage normally occurs are bach
elors. The fact is that the cost of living has ad
vanced so rapidly and wages have risen relatively
so slowly that marriage is becoming a luxury whose
sheer cost causes many prudent men to hesitate. It
is not that they are averse to accepting family re
sponsibilities.
They simply doubt their ability to
solve successfully the economic problems presented
by marriage.
After this war the tendency may
turn.
The necessity of replacing the workers lost
or incapacitated in battle ordinarily induces the birth
rate to go up after great wars.
More inﬂuential
than this general movement will be the attention
which the nations must give to the situation.
In
order to assure their own prosperity the govern
ments must conspire to arrange economic affairs in
such a way that reasonable men and women may
marry without ﬁnancial fear.
One Cause of High Freight Rates.
The Ground Hog (Cleveland), May 10.—There is a
great deal of grumbling about the great cost of trans
portation in this country. But then just consider
the enormous areas of vacant land everywhere over
or past which goods must be hauled. The land spec
ulator is the cause of high freight rates, and the peo
ple are to blame for the speculators. If we had
started out on a reasonable system of land tenure
there would be no railway problem to-day and no
demand for higher freight rates. Roads of all kinds
in city and country, walks, pavements, telephones,
telegraphs, drains, sewers and all such improve
ments cost the people enormously more on account
of the ubiquitous owner of vacant land.
.

C

0

Let me say a word about this question as it af
fects the towns. . . . The land in London is
worth about £500,000,000. It is worth more than
all the municipal debt throughout the kingdom.
. .
Who created that wealth? It was not the
landlords. London was a swamp, and the landlords
did not even create that. All the wealth has been
created by the industry, the energy, and the enter
prise of the people who dwell in London. Every year
the value of that land goes up by ten millions
.
by the energy of the people and without
anything to do with the great landlords into whose
coffers this enormous sum of money pours. . . .
The ﬁrst duty of any reforming, progressive Gov
ernment is to compel these gentlemen to contribute
their share towards public expenditure—Lond
George at Newcastle-on-Tyne, 1903.
i

l
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The rent of land is paid to private landlords sim

ply foi- permission to use it, but it is the people’s
fault if they allow the landlord to keep it.-—Joseph
Fels.
‘1

It
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A social system which so restricts opportunities
for employment that thousands gladly accept a
chance to work amidst the most unhealthy surround
ings, under the most harmful conditions, inevitably
produces consumptives by the thousands—Joseph
Fels.
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CORRESPONDENCE
DIRECT ACTION.
Judge~made law in labor cases has reached such
proportions that the Bureau of Statistics of Massa
chusetts is able to issue a two hundred and ﬁfty
pa'ge book under the title—“Labor Injunctions in
Massachusetts." The volume is practically ﬁlled
with quotations and summaries taken from cases in
which judges have issued injunctions in labor dis
putes.

Two things are noticeable in these cases. The
ﬁrst is the fact that the injunction is a weapon
which is used by the employer against the em
ployees. The workers do not use the injunction.
Whatever its possibilities, the workers have not
availed themselves of the opportunity which the in
junction might give them to secure quick action on
vital questions.
The injunction is a form of direct action. Where
irreparable damage is threatened; where it can be
shown that the ordinary processes of law are inade
quate to give relief from injustice, injunctions may
be secured from the courts. If, for example, one
man appeared on the property of another and began
cutting his shade trees, for which no damages
would be an adequate compensation, the court would
issue an injunction forbidding the intruder to con
tinue cutting the trees. If he persisted, he would
be adjudged in contempt of court and punished by
the judge who had issued the injunction.
Proceeding upon this theory, courts have issued
injunctions in labor disputes. A group of workers,
striking against their employer, are threatening to
destroy his property. These workers have no prop
erty upon which the employer can levy if he wins
a damage suit against them. Besides that, the in
jury which they are doing to his business is so great
that no money damages would ever compensate for
it. The court grants the injunction because no
amount of damages will make up for the loss sus
tained.
Look'at the other side of the question for a minute.
A hundred women are at work in a State where
the law requires that women shall be provided with
seats. No seats are provided, however, and the con
stant standing, day by day, undermines and ﬁnally
destroys the health of the women. These women
have a remedy at law. They may compel the fac
tory inspectors to enforce the law and to provide
seats. But that takes time. Meanwhile, the women
are suffering a daily and irreparable loss of health.
This is clearly a case for the issuance of an injunc~
tion.
A number of men are at work in a mine. The
mining company, in violation of the law, does not
provide adequate ventilation. The men’s health is
damaged in consequence, and one day the dust and
gas in the mine will explode, killing and maiming
scores or perhaps hundreds. The danger is immi
nent and constant. The men have a remedy at law,
but meanwhile, irreparable damage is being done.
Again there is a case for the use of the injunction.
Oddly enough, injunctions are not issued in these
cases. It is only when irreparable damage will be
done to property that the courts hasten to the as
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sistancc of citizens.

Injunctions are secured by em

ployers to protect property.

The property owners of the United States are
the real direct-actionists. The workers appoint leg
islative committees, elect representatives, lobby for
legislation, and when it is declared unconstitutional,
they go back and pursue the weary path again-—
sometimes consuming years in the process. Chil
dren are toiling; women are being overworked at
starvation wages; trade diseases threaten health
and life; accidents occur by the tens of thousands—
nappiness, health and life itself are destroyed ruth
lessly with no redress save the tedious machinery of
legislative action.
A strike is called.
Strikers
and strikebreakers come into conflict, property is
threatened, and presto—an injunction is granted
and the danger of irreparable damage to property
is warded off.
Injunctions are issued to prevent irreparable dam
age; they are issued at the behest of the employer;
they are issued for the protection of property.
Blessed are they that own for theirs is the power of
the judiciary.
scorr ummo.
Toledo, Ohio.

BOOKS
AN lNSPlRlNG wonx.
Rulsiln Sociology. By J. F. Hacker, Ph. D. Published by
(‘olumhia University Prrs<, New York.
Price $2.60 ncl.

In this interesting work Professor Hecker critic
ally examines the theories of the Russian sociolo
gists, their philosophical presuppositions and method
ological peculiarities. The result is a work full of
human interest, and the effect upon the careful
reader is to ﬁll him with a supreme admiration for
those men that, under fearful penalties, still fought
for the truth and a better way of life and a supe
rior social order.
Recalling Lavroﬁ', Bakounin,
Krapotkin, Stepniak and others, and their single
hearted determination to ﬁght for a higher life, their
pure ideals and noble aspirations, one almost despairs
of the world as it is to-day. It seems that we have
grown lazy, indifferent, callous or cowardly—that
true patriotism and chivalry are dead—that unsel
ﬁshness is a lost virtue—that the standard has been
lowered and trailed in the dirt and the slime.
,
The author doubtless never intended the book as
anything but a historical study, but the record of
heroic deed and thought ﬁres the blood like some
Norse Saga, and the reader is the better for the read
ing.
ans. J. rmosn.

ENGLAND’S POLITlCAL NAPOLEON.
Lloyd George. The Inn and His Story. By Frank Dilnof.
Published by Harper and Brothers, New York. $1.00 ncl.

An engagingly simple personal sketch of the man
who, once England's greatest democrat, is now Eng;
land’s greatest autocrat, ruling England with “an
absoluteness granted to no man, king or statesman,
since the British became a nation."
Mr. Dilnot brings David Lloyd George, now Prime
Minister of England, near to us personally in a way
that explains, just as doubtless personal acquaint
ance would explain, much that has seemed contradic
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tory and disappointing in the development and ca
reer of this most extraordinary man. Other men
there have been who have risen to the highest places
their country had to offer, risen from obscurity and
poverty. But the history of the world shows little
to equal the changing aspects of Lloyd George’s
career as an English statesman, and the changing
aspects of the public mind in England toward Lloyd
George.
Within less than a decade this little Welshman,
son of a poor country school master, who early left
the boy fatherless and penniless on the bounty of a
cobbler uncle, accomplished two things of such dia
metrically opposed character that the mind can
scarce grasp the thought. He dared and accomplished
what few other democrats in England had ever
dared and what none had accomplished, he broke the
power of the House of Lords and deprived them for
ever of their might over English law. Then in less
than seven years after that, Lloyd George broke the
power of the Trades Unions of England and asked
the English people to submit to shackles such as
they had not known since the tyranny of the Middle
Ages. It was the war that forced this submission
of course, but it is doubtful if any other man could
have thus robbed the English people of the measure
of democracy he had won for them and found them
submitting willingly.
The early years of Lloyd George’s career are told
simply and sincerely, and many readers of THE
PUBLIC who once had high hopes of this remarkable
man will be glad to know more about him, for much
in this book will make their hopes revive. The au
thor gives a vivid picture of the famous budget
Fight of 1909 and 1910, when the then Chancellor of
the Exchequer was the most hated man in England;
and, hated of the “upper class," but trusted and be
loved by the great mass of people who felt he was
ﬁghting their ﬁght. That possibly is why they subs
mit now to an autocracy more absolute than these
same people have even endured before. Mr. Dilnot
saw and understood the opposition that rose to crush
the “ignorant dcmagogue,” the “self-seeking up

start" who boldly hurled his thundering oratory
against the sacred vested rights of British landlord
ocracy. But he does not quite see the main point at
issue. To him the social insurance clauses of the
Budget were of as great importance, and just as
much a bone of contention as were the land value
taxation clauses. A keener study of the progress of
social insurance legislation all over the so-called
civilized globe would prove to Mr. Dilnot that the
Powers that Be fear it very little, and are often
ready and willing to grant it. to counteract the de
mand for more fundamental reforms.
It is interesting to learn that the Northcliffe press,
which in the days of 1910 and much later, seemed
to exist merely for

the

attempt to

crush

Lloyd

George, is now his strong ally. just as the classes
that once hated him now uphold him.
Mr. Dilnot,
from a personal knowledge of Mr. Lloyd George,
believes that this extraordinary man has not
in any way lost interest in or hope for, his plans for
a change in land tenure nor in the economic basis of
English life. But he, like all forceful personalities,
can think of but one thing at a time, and when he
has set one goal for himself that goal is to be at
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tained at any cost. He has set himself the task of
ﬁtting England to win the war. To this end he is
willing to crush out what measure of democracy

England possessed or what measure he helped to W"!
for England, just as he is willing to throw out of his
path every other personality that seems to hinder
him. Mr. Asquith gave Lloyd George the start that
put him miles on his career.
When Mr. Asquith
seemed to Lloyd George to stand in his way, he sup
planted his benefactor as Prime Minister. Does this
truly astonishing man feel himself strong enough to
return to democracy if his autocracy helps him to
achieve the goal he has now set? Does he trust the
march of events
or his own power to make
good come out of evil? Of the many new and impor
tant developments the end of the war will bring,
none will be more important nor more interesting
than the task it will bring for David Lloyd George
and the manner in which he will meet it.
GRACE lSABEL COLBRON.
"

I!

i

Amusing blunders in an essay competition on
alcohol are credited to the young essayists. Here are
a few: “Alcohol is a mocker; at last it biteth like a
servant and stingeth like a hatter.” “To-day many
people are in a gaol for committing suicide while
under the inﬂuence of drink."
“A teetotaler is
strong, and has a better chance to get on in life,
whilst a drunkard is Weak and fat, and stands at
street corners all his life." “Doctors say that fatal
disease are the worst.” “It causes liver complaint
and consumption, and cities and nations are much
more fatal.
Shortened lives have been increased."
“It ruins many of their families and disease on the
stomach, liver, and consumption."
“Alcohol is a
dreadful poison which is the root of all evilness."——
Christian Life
#

i

#

Only a few days ago the editor of a paper in
Indiana grew tired of being called a liar and an
nounced that he would tell the truth in future; and
the next issue of the paper contained the following
items:
‘
“John Bonin, the laziest merchant in town, made
a trip to Belleville yesterday.
“John Coyle, our groceryman, is doing a poor
business. His store is dirty and dusty. How can
he do so much?
“Rev. Sty preached last Sunday night on ‘Char
ity.’ The sermon was punk.
“Dove Sonkey died at his home in this place.
The doctor gave it out as heart failure. Whisky
killed him.
“Married—Miss Slyvan Rhodes and James Collin,
last Saturday, at the Baptist parsonage. The bride
is a very ordinary town girl, who doesn’t know any
more about cooking than a jack rabbit, and never
helped her mother three days in her life. She is
not a beauty by any means, and has a gait like a
duck. The groom is an up—to-date loafer. He has
been living off the old folks at home all his life and
is not worth shucks. It will be a hard life.”--Tho
Truth Seeker.
.

i

i

For he lives twice who can at once employ

The present well, and e’en the past enjoy—Pope.
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FREED FROM DOGMA AND CANT
Does that seem to you the only religion worth having?
Then why not afﬁliate yourself with the
FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION OF AIERICA
(John Haynes Holmes, President)
now emphasizing Scientiﬁc Religion, Industrial Democracy
and International Peace as the three supreme religious
issues of the time?
Annual membership fee, $1, includes John Haynes
Holmes‘ great address on “The International Mind"
and eight others to follow in monthly series.

Addrerr: George Grover Mills, Secretary, F. R. A.,
120 Boylston St., BOSTON, MASS.

YOUR CHANCE IS IN CANADA~Rich lands and business
opportunities offer you independence; Farm lands, $11 to $30
acre; irrigated lands, $35 to $50; Twenty years to
y; $2,000
loan in improvements. or ready made farms. Loan 0 live stock;

Taxes average under twenty cents an acre; no taxes on improve
ments. personal property, or live stock. Good markets, churches.
schools, roads, telephones; Excellent climate—crops and live
stock prove it. Special homcseckers' {are certiﬁcates. \Vritc for
free booklets.
Allan Cameron, General Superintendent Land
glranch, Canadian Paciﬁc Ry., 119 Ninth Avenue, Calgary, Al
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“PROGRESS AND POVERTY”
By LOUIS F. POST
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i DEMOCRACY in NEW ZEALAND
i

I

By ANDRE? SIEGFRIED
(of Paris)

i

This book is no mere historycr handbook, though there is a full account of
the past of the colony, and sufﬁcient descriptive detail to form an excellent

introduction to M. Siegfried’s study of politics and administration of con
temporary New Zealand.
Publishers' price, $2.50. Our price, $1.50 postpaid.
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The FREE TRADE BROADSIDE
a quarterly journal published in the interests of free trade,
sent free to members of the American Free Trade League.
in our campaign for new members we want to enroll a. large
number 0! readers of The Publl0.
Membership ls only $1.
KENNETH B. ELLIMAN, Secretary, American Free Trade
League, 120 Boylston St.. Boston, Mass.

Cerotype Printing
is a method of producing
engraved stationery at low
cost.

Can NEW THOUGHT Help You?
I KNOW A IAN who by the aid of New Thought raised
his yearly income from $1080 to $11,000 in three years’ time.
I KNOW A GIRL who by the aid of New Thought changed
her personality and was transformed from a wall ﬂower to an
attractive, popular and happy "belle."
I KNOW A IAN who after suffering from nervousness 85
years regained his health by New Thought methods.
I KNOW A WOMAN who by New Thought helped her hus
band rise from ill health and an income of $40 a month to
good health and $16,000 a year.
I Know Thousands of men and women who tell us of the
wonders they have brought about by the aid of New Thought.
If you feel within you a discontent with your present mode
of thought and life, and your future outlook; if you want more
courage and will power; if you are aiming high and want to
get there; it you are worrying or are torn by conﬂicting enm
tions; if the victim of nervousness, then New Thought is prob

No Charge for Engraving
Write for samples of and
prices on letterheads,bill

heads, checks or any other
stationery.

ably what you need.
IT COSTS BUT 100 TO INVESTIGATE
“The Gist of New Thought" by Paul Ellsworth will show you

how _to use this force to better your life. It is a practical
working manual in eight cba ters—a clear and interesting hand
book, easily understood an
applied.
Complete in itself and
different.
10c
You can get the above booklet and three
months' trial subscription to Nautilur, maga
zine of New Thou ht, Elizabeth Towne and William E. Towne.
editors.
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ilen, ’Edward B. \‘Varman, A.M., lloratio \V. Dresser, PII.D.,
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Send now and we will include “\\'hat I Know
About New Thought" by Ella “’hecler Wilcox.
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THE AMERICAN LEGAL DEFENSE LEAGUE
is composed of public-spirited citizens, including militarists and anti-militarists, who think it impera
tive that our American liberties of free speech, free press, and the right peaceably to assemble, be legally
defended against encroachment wherever made by any public ofﬁcial. It is necessary in the ﬁrst
instance to defend‘and later to appeal to the higher courts in any part of the United States all cases
where it is deemed that these fundamentals of liberty have been invaded.
Already halls have been refused for public discussion, meetings have been broken up, speakers
have been arrested and jailed, and censorship has been exercised, not to prevent the transmission of
informationvto enemy countries but to prevent the free discussion by American citizens of our own
problems and policies.

Whether our future generations approve of this war or not, they will not for
give us if we allow their fundamental liberties to be lost.
We are ﬁghting your ﬁght.
We need cooperation and money.
Lawyers of America: Send us your names and enlist for the war in the Courts
for Constitutional liberties.
Men and women of America: Enlist some of your money in the ﬁght to safe
guard and preserve liberty. Contribute what you can.
THE AMERICAN

LEGAL DEFENSE LEAGUE,

Harry Weinberger, General Counsel and Executive Secretary, 261 Broadway, New York City
A Few Representative Memliers:——_
“on. Charles S. Whitman, Governor, State of New York, Albany, N. Y.; Charles C. Burlingliam, Lawyer, New
York; Oswald Garrison Villard. Pres. N. Y. Evening Part, New York; Hon. John F. IIyland, Judge, County Court,
Brooklyn, N. Y.; William J. Wallace. Pres. Eck Dynamo & Motor Co., Belleville N.
.; R. R._ _Bowk.er, Publishers
\Veekly, New York; Leonard I). Abbott, Pres. Free Speech League of America, New
ork; Philip Willett, Lawyer,
Buﬂ'alo, N. Y.; Henry R. Linville, Pres. The Teachers Union, New York; Mrs. Henry G_. Leach, New York; Misha
E. Appelbaum, Leader Humanitarian Cult. New York; Prof. Henry R. Mussey, Columbia University, New York;
Owen R. Lovejoy, Sec'y Nat’l Child Labor Comm, New York; Prof. Emily G. Balch, of Wellesley College Massﬁ
Gilbert E. Roe, Lawyer, New York; Algernon Lee, Pres. Rand School, New York; Prof. H. W. L. Dana, Columbia
University, New York; Anna Sloan, New York; Sto liton Cooley, Editor, The Public. New York; Lillian_D. Wald.
Henry St. Settlement, New York; Moorﬁeld Storey,
wyer. Boston. Mass; Arthur Young. Artist, Metrtipolitan Maga
zine, New York; Theodore Schroeder, Lawyer, New York; ('larence S. Darrow. Lawyer, Chicago, TIL;
ax Eastman,
Editor the Masses, New York: William H. Hall , Lawyer, Chicago, 111.: Dr. McGavock Lindsley. 'Director, People’s
Colle e, Nashville. Tenn.; Elbert Hubbard II, Eublisher, The Fra. East Aurora, N. Y.; Allen T. Burns, Director,
The
Ieveland Foundation, Cleveland, Ohio—Advertisement.
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“GOD’S TERMS OF PEACE”
Mrs. Despard, sister of General French and of Mrs. Harvey, the Eng

lish woman who was killed at her hospital post in Serbia, is the most
gallant of them all! Seventy years of age, she has for years been a leader
in the Woman’s Suffrage ﬁght in Great Britain, not always ﬁghting wisely,
possibly, but always ﬁghting nobly!
Now she is ﬁghting for Peace.
Peace? No.
i

i

A German Peace?
t

No.

An Allied

i

On April 15th in East London militant peace workers organized a
Peace Parade to Hyde Park. When the parade arrived, the speakers’ plat
forms were in the hands of opponents of the meeting. Mrs. Despard
mounted the railings to address the crowd. Someone shouted, “We don’t
want the Germans terms: we want our terms !”
The aged lady answered, “You will have neither the German terms

nor your own terms: You will have God’s terms.”
i

“God’s terms of Peace!”

I

i

#

The world will not get what it is not ready

for. What is it ready for? What will it be ready for at the end of the War?
International justice—international democracy—is the only ultimate

“God's Peace." That is the ideal that THE PUBLIC is trying to uphold in
these difﬁcult days and it is trying to show the method by which the ideal
can be achieved.
No one in this country wants a German peace, and there is an encour
aging number who see the danger of an Allied peace, if the great democ
racies that make the Allied Powers swing to tariffs and trade wars. The

people who realize this danger stand on the boundary line between the old
and the new ideas of world government and on these boundary-line folk
rests the future’s hope. It is they to whom THE PUBLIC does its missionary

work. THE PUBLIC’S work is not to tell the old fundamental democrat what
he knows, but to present his case to the folk on the boundary-line, who,

once they understand fundamentals and see how Justice can be obtained
will have faith in its practicability.
$

t

i

i

“ ‘God’s Terms of Peace’ will be what the world is ready for !” If you
think THE PUBLIC is a mighty force helping to elevate the world’s ideals
and showing a practical method, your co-operation is urgently solicited.

No. 1

, N0. 2

The Public,
122 Eng 37th St" New York

I The Public,
182 East 37th St.. New York.

Enclosed is my check for $10 to cover ﬁfteen subscriptions
for editors of country newspapers in the State of . . . . . . . . . ..

I will becomc_a contributing subscriber to The Puhilc at
$5 per year.
(heck ($5),' which I understand covers my
subscription for one year, is attached.

