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A WORD

FOR

PROFITEERS

 

 

It has become almost fashionable to speak contemptuously

about "business men." They have become as unpopular as

hedgehogs at a picnic. But it is a cheap pastime to denounce

all "business" men as Profiteers. Under the present profit sys

tem what business man is not obliged to make as much money

as he legally can, or be forced to the wall by some competitor

who has not such fine sensibilities? And which of you, so smug

in your virtue, wouldn't rather eat pate de foie gras than file a

schedule of liabilities?—which brings us to the real point of

this discussion:
fa Can we be fair to ourselves in charging only 6oc. for a hand-

bound, limp, croft-leather volume in the Modern Library?

When sixty cents was fixed as our selling price, the United

States hadfnot yet declared.war against Germany. Since then,

the prices of eggs.'butter, pork, ice-cream sodas, beef, coal,

_ cotton, talcum powder, wool,

F I leather, newspapers, filet of

«&, L ^J>/°=^^ sole Marguery, etc., etc.,

■zf^tJ-T^ (SSw have advanced about 63
- • ' 132/789%. Even the price of

labor has greatly increased.

Still there is more than avague

suspicion that the present

startlingly high prices are not

wholly justified by economic

causes. Some zealous and

righteous citizens even insist

that there are more dia

monds, automobiles, fur-

coats, and gilt edge securities

being worn by a select few

than ever before.

But listen to the other side

of the question. The other

day one of our friendly fel

low publishers treated us to

a four-course luncheon and gently suggested that we have a

lunacy commission appointed for ourselves. "Why, boys,"

he groaned, "here you have about two hundred magazines and

newspapers and the leading colleges and schools and libraries

singing the praises of the Modern Library in so many different,

yet singularly harmonious strains, that if you only had an ear

for music you would recognize the tune. It's 'Johnnie, Put

Your Price Upl Well, we have been seriously considering

raising our price," we answered. "I should hope so," he con

tinued, somewhat less gloomily. "Smyth of the New York

Times, Kerfoot of Life, Davis of the Evening Post, Gerould of

the Bellman, Sell of the Chicago News, N. P. D. of the Globe,

and the Independent, Reedy's Mirror, Philadelphia Ledger,

The Boston Transcript, the Philadelphia Press, the best papers

on the Pacific coast,—why, great guns, all the critics say the

Modern Library was the literary sensation of 191 7. You have

given the book-loving public the biggest bargain ever. With

your fine titles and valuable introductions and attractive bind

ing and clear print, sixty cents is simply ridiculous. What is

the new price going to be?" "We have been thinking of

seventy-five cents." "Figure your costsl" he angrily inter

rupted, gulping down a Benedictine and brandy. "You can't

do itl Everything is up from 10 to 200% since you started—

from composition and plates to binding, from office salaries to

royalties. And I understand one of you had the nerve to get

married recently. Heaven help her at 75c. a volumel"
"Yes, there is a lot in what you say, my friend," the newly

married one of us admitted, after the waiter had softly re

minded us that we were not the only ones in the room. "We

don't criticize you or any of the others for asking more money

for the books you are publishing. We know you are entitled

to it. We know that you are simply business men—not

Profiteers. We, too, have been thinking about a higher price,

but we cannot forget that the Modern Library is a unique in

stitution. When we started it we announced that we did not

expect to get rich, and that that was not primarily our am

bition. So we have decided to stick to the old price—sixty

cents per volume, postage 6c. extra,—and we are going to add

new titles regularly, with the best introductions we can buy.

All the additional support we will ask of our friends is to buy

four volumes where they used to buy two, and twenty instead

of only ten."

 

vvff PA ip For o«a ■Hmm

We got our hats (paying for them as usual) and waited a

moment for our friend to join us, but he could only gasp feebly,

as he lit his fifth fifty-cent cigar, "Don't wait for me, boys.

The shock is too great—or may be you're only joking."

We are not—here's the list of titles now included in the

Modern Library. They are all hand-bound in limp croft

leather, and sell at all stores for sixty cents per volume, 6c.

extra by mail. Check the titles you want.

1 Oscar Wilde

2

3

4

5
6

Strindberg

Kipling

Stevenson

H. G. Wells

Henrik Ibsen Plays:

Dorian Gray

Married

Soldiers Three

Treasure Island

The War in the Air

A Doll's House, Ghosts, An Enemy

of the People

The Red Lily

Mademoiselle Fifi

Thus Spake Zarathustra

Poor People

A Miracle of St. Antony

Studies in Pessimism

The Way of All Flesh

Diana of the Crossways

An Unsocial Socialist

Confessions of a Young Man

The Mayor of Casterbridge

Best Russian Short Stories

Poem9

Beyond Good and Evil

Fathers and Sons

Crime of Sylvestre Bonnard

Poems

Hazard of New Fortunes

The Mikado, and Other Plays

Ann Veronica

Madame Bovary

Mary, Mary

Rothschild's Fiddle, etc.

Anatol and Other Plays

Dame Care

A Dreamer's Tales

The Man Who was Thursday

Hedda Gabler, Pillars of

Society, The Master Builder

37 Haeckel, Thompson, Weismann, etc.

Evolution in Modem Thought

Many of these volumes contain authoritative introductions

that can be found only in the Modern Library—Hand Bound

in Limp Croft Leather—stained tops—gold decorations, 60c.

per volume—postage 6c. per volume extra.

BONF & LIVERIGHT, Publishers

Tlldcn Building New York

7
8

9
10

1 1

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

ao

31

22

'3
25

26

27

28

30

31

3a

33

34

35
36

Anatole France

De Maupassant

Nietzsche

Dostoyevsky

Maeterlinck

Schopenhauer

Samuel Butler

George Meredith

Bernard Shaw

Geo. Moore

Thos. Hardy

Thos. Seltzer

Oscar Wilde

Nietzsche

Turgenev

Anatole France

Swinburne

Wm. Dean Howells

W. S. Gilbert

H. G. Wells

Gustave Flaubert

James Stephens

Anton Chekhov

Arthur Schnitzler

Sudermann

Lord Dunsany

G. K. Chesterton

Henrik Ibsen Plays

When you order, please say you saw the advt. in Tan Public
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Those who are inclined to pessimism because

of the European events of the past week will

do well to remember that an event is dead as

soon as it transpires, and in these days is quickly

buried. Events are the results of forces that

can be studied and in some measure guided.

Nothing has happened in Russia that was not

foreseen by those who understood the futile

inflexibility of Bolshevism, and the real char

acter of German intentions. What is important

is to understand the forces that are making

toward future events, and the direction given

these forces by what is now taking place. Atten

tion can well, therefore, pass from Russia to

London and fix itself upon the significance of

the Inter-Allied Labor Conference. A few

weeks ago, when the British labor movement

found its unity and expressed itself in the most

statesmanlike document of the war, its statement

of war aims, democrats everywhere felt solid

ground under their feet. Here is a great, healthy,

sane, solid labor movement, understanding its

power, and knowing what it wants to achieve.

This movement placed itself on record as ready

to fight to the bitter end for a just and demo

cratic peace. The Conference, just closed, has

extended this unity to the workers of all the

Allies. The war aims have been unanimously

accepted and reemphasized. This means not

only the assurance that democracy is safe with

the common people of the allied countries, but

also that there is no danger from the Russian

madness, that compound of ignorance and vio

lence which thinks it can break into the kingdom

of heaven merely by destroying members of the

middle class. The decisive character of the fail

ure of Trotzky's effort to influence the German

people over the heads of their official represen

tatives is a benefit. Even the anticipation of its

success was muddling the thinking of multitudes

of people in this country.

* * *

With the unity and democratic purpose of

the common people assured, the teapot tempests

of high politics have little more than academic

interest. Mr. Lloyd George has weathered one

of the major crises of his stormy career. Most

Americans feel that the circumstances attending

the resignation of General Robertson as Chief

of Staff are so involved that they incline to dis

miss the incident as one that they cannot under

stand. On the contrary, it is a matter in which

we should have reciprocated the good offices of

the British in telling us how to avoid their mis

takes. We are so accustomed to petty civil war

between our little dictators in Washington, that

we might have assisted in the British crisis. For

it was a conflict of two dictatorships: the press

dictatorship of Lord Northcliffe, and the mili

tary dictatorship of the General Staff. There

is one group, whose views are expressed by

The Morning Post, who frankly desire to see

the military powers of the Staff, greatly aug

mented in Kitchener's day at the cost of civil

authority, extended to the kind of control en

joyed by Hindenburg and Ludendorff. Another

section, expressing itself through The Daily

News and other organs of extreme liberalism,

have been engaged for many months in the

endeavor to destroy Mr. Lloyd George and his

War Cabinet. They were therefore willing to

take up the cry that politicians were attempting
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to obstruct the generals, in order to further their

peculiar aim. This brought them into an alli

ance with The Morning Post, illustrating again

the peculiar way in which extremes meet. Into

this situation was thrown the problem of the

Supreme War Council of Versailles. Mr. Lloyd

George saw his way out. There was need to

coordinate the military efforts of the Allies;

Field-Marshal Haig and officers in the field,

whose chief concern is military success, sup

ported this coordination. On the other hand,

an increase in the powers of Versailles would

limit the extraordinary prerogatives of the

Imperial General Staff. The Cambrai reverse

had loosened the almost superstitious hold that

a staff can obtain by continuous success or

absence of notable failure. General Robertson

was therefore placed in the position of choosing

between the general military good and his per

sonal ascendancy in England. Mr. Lloyd George,

therefore, at one stroke gave added strength to

the War Council, in which he strongly believes,

and at the same time recovered the traditional,

constitutional civil control of the administration

at home. The liberal press finds itself in a sorry

impasse, from which The Nation is already en

deavoring to escape. Lord Northcliffe's part

was to destroy Robertson; his own destruction,

as always hitherto, is a problem that is carried

forward.

* * *

It is worth while to watch the situation in

Austria in conjunction with developments in

Russia. Only the simple were deluded by the

idea that a wedge could be driven between Ger

many and Austria by a speech in Washington

or in London. It is, however, another matter

when policies are conflicting and interests begin

to diverge. The background of all interpreta

tion of Austrian affairs is the extreme priva

tion to which the population has been reduced.

Almost any course would be adopted to avert

further sacrifices. Peace with Ukrania not only

relieved Austria of a large part of the burden

of war, but promised an increase of rations, an

empty promise for the most part. The country

cannot afford to undergo much more stress, as

nationalist feelings are growing every day more

threatening. The fall of the Clam-Martinic

Cabinet showed that the nationalities were

approaching each other and bringing to an end

the traditional mode of balancing the parlia

mentary strength. The formation of the Seidler

Cabinet was a frank abandonment of any effort

to cooperate with Poles, Czechoslovaks and

Jugoslavs; in other words, the Emperor, after

his first impulse toward confederation, has

settled into the Germano-Magyar regime with

all its antiquated feudal methods and intentions.

A second line of division falls between Austrians

and Hungarians themselves, due partly, to the

refusal of Hungary to share her food supplies.

In these ways, a government, frankly maintaining

the German program, is concentrating nationalist

sentiments, is at loggerheads within its dominant

groups, is discovering not a little Bolshevism

amongst industrial workers of Vienna and Buda

pest, and is endeavoring to hold together a popu

lation made eruptive by privation. Under these

circumstances, the military party of Germany is

now found in the saddle and using the spurs.

Austria must suffer still further hardships in

order that Germany may annex more territory.

Besides, Ukranian independence becomes an un

settled affair if the power of the Bolsheviki

reaches an early termination. Publication of

the Polish Manifesto was only symptomatic of

the bad feeling that is growing between the Cen

tral Empires. Every step that Germany takes

into Russia is a step away from Middle Euro

pean solidarity. This is the other side of the

Russian collapse.

* * *

There is no ambiguity in American feeling

for Russia. That country is no longer able to

give military aid. We may be disappointed, but

only the shallow feel resentment. America will

give Russia all the help that is at present pos

sible, and will use her actual and potential

strength to free her from attacks by vultures,

while she is struggling to her new place in the

family of nations. This feeling and this inten

tion need none of the subterfuges of diplomacy

to express itself. It is definite and unequivocal.

Americans hope that the Japanese people and

government share this intention, and will so

declare themselves. There is something sinister

in the treatment of the matter, with veiled

threats, that Mr. Iyenaga has given to our public

on two recent occasions. This readiness to act

promptly in support of vital interests has an

unpleasantly familiar sound. The intentions of
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Japan are probably of the best. She will do

wisely with our people if she does not allow her

agents to obscure them.

* * *

And finally, the Russian situation is helping

the American people to unload the nonsense

about German revolution, that has encumbered

their minds and obstructed their efforts. There

is some evidence of our realization that this

war is not a moving-picture show, but a life

and death struggle. The time has arrived when

every man, whatever he was a year ago, is a

loyal American citizen ready to do his utmost,

or he is nothing. The time has arrived for

profiteers, of whatever kind, to be treated with

scant patience. It is welcome news that our

army is to lay aside its swaddling clothes and

milk bottle and show its military weight on the

battle-front. It is not to be an eternal getting

ready like a correspondence course in swimming.

It is within memory how the London Territorials

got ready in a fortnight in the autumn of 19 14,

by blocking the road to Calais against the Prus

sian Guard.

* * *

The myopic vision and political untrustworthi-

ness of those who lead the Peoples' Council were

never more clearly illustrated than in their

declaration at a recent New York conference in

favor of unrestricted Asiatic immigration. That

the free movement of peoples must be a requisite

to any final solution of our problems goes without

saying. It is equally clear that the flooding of this

country with Chinese coolie labor at this time

would merely enable beneficiaries of privilege in

this country to thwart the movement for economic

democracy, while assuring for the coolies them

selves a life of exploitation on the one hand and

of persecution on the other. The only way to

help the Chinese or ourselves is to establish here

an economic democracy, and then, when its

benefits have become apparent to the peoples of

backward races, insist that they follow our ex

ample at home. Otherwise a people like the

Chinese will be used as a great reservoir of strike

breakers, to be moved hither and thither as they

are needed to check progress and maintain the

status quo in countries where the people begin to

develop power. The danger of inciting wars is

not involved. Heavy immigration is invariably

from those countries that are so industrially back

ward as not to constitute menaces to the peace,

which today can only be broken by the most in

dustrially advanced of peoples. Japan may be

cited as an exception. But her progress at home

will soon remove the danger of such a flood of

immigration as to endanger the American

democracy, and when that time arrives, restric

tions will be removed. In the meantime, the

maintaining of restrictions involves far less fric

tion and danger than would the presence in the

western States of a constantly growing army of

Japanese immigrants, who, as experience has

proved, would be subject to the hostility and

persecution of those whose economic welfare they

menaced. China is a country of vast undeveloped

resources, its population dense only along the sea-

coast and a few of the rivers. It is no more in

evitable and necessary than it is desirable that

her people dodge their domestic problem by flood

ing over into America.

* * *

The new " progressive " leadership of the

Republican Party has not been slow in manifest

ing itself. Mr. Hays has been conferring this

week with Representative Frank P. Woods of

Iowa, chairman of the Party's Congressional

Committee, Senator Penrose, and other leading

lights of progressivism in Washington. They ex

press confidence that control of Congress will be

won at the elections next fall.

The New York Times, usually accurate and

dependable in such matters, reports their plans as

follows : " The supreme issue of the campaign

will be a full exploitation of the treatment of

labor by the Administration, beginning with the

time President Wilson signed the Appropriation

bill exempting labor from injunction proceedings,

tracing the increasing surrender to labor through

the eight-hour law legislation, and ending with

the relation of the Administration to labor in war

time. In effect, the Republicans will attempt to

prevent what the leaders declare is the rise of

socialism resulting from the indulgence labor has

received from Federal officials." This from the

Party that began with Lincoln ! Evidence is pil

ing up that the Bolsheviki, the I. W. W. of

American business, have captured full control of

the G. O. P. and are determined to drive from it

every enlightened element. What will such Re

publicans as Senators Johnson and Borah have

to say about this ?



262 Twenty-first YearThe Public

In refusing to eliminate from the railroad con

trol bill the provision definitely limiting the term

of governmental possession, the United States

Senate has done well for autocratic privilege, and

poorly indeed for democracy. Even if it were

true that government ownership necessarily

means poorer service, it would be a small price

to pay for elimination of the corrupting influence

that inevitably accompanies farming of public

functions to private corporations. The Senate's

action encourages these interests to work for re

instatement. It shows that there is still a long

fight ahead before the influence of plutocracy

over Congress will be removed. And it does not

even offer the poor hope of better service. The

Government controls the railroads today not be

cause either the people or officials realize that

private ownership under any circumstances is

wrong, but because private ownership has broken

down. The Senate is willing that the Govern

ment put the system in good shape, pay generous

ly those who wrecked it, and then hand it back

to them to repeat their mismanagement. There

is still a chance, however, that the House may

prove less susceptible to the influences that have

prevailed in the upper branch.

* * *

The Public prints this week an article on vo

cational training by Mr. Arthur E. Holder, a

member of the new Federal Board for Voca

tional Training. This is the Board that will dis

burse Federal aid to State schools that install

courses in vocational training, as a means of en

couraging this movement to bring education into

closer harmony with the needs of girls and boys.

The dangers to be guarded against in this field

are obvious. Vocational training is demanded

by powerful reactionary elements as a means of

breaking down labor standards and building up

a stratified class of workers whose opportunities

for advancement would be definitely limited. It

is, therefore, particularly fortunate that the Fed

eral act creating the new Board was drafted and

put through Congress with the support of the

American Federation of Labor, and that the

Federation was represented in the matter by a

trades unionist with the grasp and understanding

of Mr. Holder. He has been a trades union offi

cial for many years, and until recently was the

legislative representative of the Federation at

Washington. His intelligence, sincerity and fine

spirit have been an important factor in securing

much of the progressive legislation enacted in re

cent years through the influence of labor. He

holds his present position because he is eminently

qualified for it.

Radical Opposition Collapses

The collapse of radical opposition to President

Wilson's international policy has been one of the

significant developments of recent weeks. Mr.

Hillquit now offers himself as a volunteer for

service in Europe in the spreading of propaganda

against the German Government. Those who

were sincere in their earlier opposition have been

convinced by the President's recent utterances

and by the many other proofs that the Washing

ton Administration is fundamentally democratic,

while those who were politically-minded in the

meaner sense and who looked for personal ad

vantage as opposition leaders have awakened to

the fact that their support is deserting them. Op

ponents of the war were callow and short-sighted

enough in their outlook. They now find them

selves trailing along behind the magnificent

British labor movement, the French Socialists,

and even the Independent Socialist Party of Ger

many, than whom until recently they were much

more tender of the German Government. As for

the doctrinaire leaders of the Socialist Party,

there was something so incongruous in their

radical stand at the St. Louis convention as to

justify the conclusion that pro-German nationalist

sentiment consciously or unconsciously colored

their feeling. For, until the issue was Germany,

these leaders had been among the most conserva

tive of propagandists. They had kept themselves

ultra-" respectable." The very men who voted

for " direct action " against President Wilson's

Government were the men who, a year or two

before, had voted to bar members of the I. W. W.

from party membership. Victor Berger in pre

war days made many friends among his fellow-

Congressmen by his Fabian philosophy and his

broad, amiable tolerance. Mr. Hillquit's latest

change of front began during his campaign for

the New York mayoralty, when he asserted that

the Socialists " would be the last people to urge

that we now withdraw from the war and leave

the nations of Europe to their destiny." It is

just possible that the return of so many of its

leaders to sanity will precipitate a split in the
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Socialist Party. Such a split would isolate the

consciously or unconsciously pro-German mem

bers, together with a few of the ultra-doctrinaire

to whom opposition to all wars is a tenet of a

religious faith that permits no questioning.

Leaders of the type who have opposed the

President's policy are unimportant enough. They

merely reflected the views of their following, and

the significance of their change of front is its

proof that this following has come to a realization

of the truth. With this following we cannot be

too impatient. It requires such knowledge of the

peculiar political situation in America as many

of them do not possess to understand passing

events in Washington. It is small wonder that

large numbers of men and women should have

been puzzled by a Government that spoke

through Mr. Burleson as well as through Mr.

Wilson and Mr. Baker and Mr. Daniels. Those

of us who follow politics closely realize clearly

enough that the old two-party system has be

queathed us a strangely confused and uncertain

political alignment. Always the Democratic Party

has been conservative in the South and doubtfully

liberal in the North and West. As recently as

1904 it nominated a New York reactionary for

President, and there were years following that

election when it looked as though American

radicalism would make its emergence through

the progressive wing of the Republican Party.

Since 1913 Mr. Wilson has been laboring to re

cast the Democratic Party as the medium for

American liberalism, but at every stage he has

had to depend on the support of elements in the

South that supported him blindly for no better

reason than that he wore the Democratic Party

tag. Not until the North and West show them

selves capable of shedding the old partisan

prejudice and accepting the Democratic Party as

the liberal party will we have an Administration

at Washington that presents a solid front against

privilege. Even then, of course, it must be sup

plemented and prodded by a more radical third

group. Such a group does not now exist, but

could easily be called into being by the formation

of a Labor Party that would be friendly to al

liances with the farmers' movement, the Single-

tax movement, and those elements in the So

cialist Party that are not hopelessly doctrinaire.

In the meantime, the Wilson Administration is

demonstrating more clearly every day that it is

heart and soul with the democratic forces in

every field, that croppings out of Southern tory-

ism are more irritating than important. Its ap

peal at this juncture to every sincere democrat,

more interested in advancing his cause than him

self, is irresistible. Nor is the Solid South so

utterly benighted. If it has given us Burleson

and Gregory, it has also given us Daniels, who, in

addressing the American Alliance for Labor and

Democracy in New York last week said :

" But we are concerned, and we are vitally con

cerned, not only to make the world safe for

democracy, but we are enlisted in America to

make democracy safe for the world. This war

has changed the fate of nations, and everything

old is cast away, and we shall emerge as a young,

a new, a fresh Republic, with vision to see justice

more clearly than we have ever seen it in the past.

Evils have grown up among us, privilege has been

enthroned, and favoritism and unequal opportuni

ty have cast a blight upon world democracy. We

shall end it with this war. Labor is fighting to

win the war for democracy, and when it is won

it will win its war. We shall never come back to

old conditions. The revolution that has put the

world in arms will make it free in peace, and

whatever remains here of the vestige of inequality

and injustice and privilege must die in the grave

with autocracy.

" The young men who passed down the streets

of your city today, most of them will come back.

Some of them will fill honored graves, and we

will erect monuments to their courage and brav

ery ; but those who come back will not come back

as they went away. They will come back re

solved that America shall be free alike for every

man."

"Patriotic Co-operation"

The National Association of Manufacturers,

notorious for its record of bribing labor leaders

and its attempt to defeat progressive legislation

at Washington through the underhand methods

disclosed in the Mulhall lobby expose, is at its old

tricks. It means nothing to these men that Great

Britain's war experience has proved the necessity

of recognizing organizations of labor and dealing

with them on a co-operative basis, that this policy

has been urged upon American manufacturers by

a commission of British employers, and that the

Government's effort to mobilize labor depends

upon an acceptance of the principle of collective
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bargaining by American employers. Apparently

these men, professing to speak and act for 4,000

American employers, have learned nothing and

conceded nothing. They are still intent on their

effort to keep American industry safe for autoc

racy, even if it entails such factional bitterness

and strife as seriously to interfere with the prose

cution of the war. A well-known trades unionist

doing important work for the Government at

Washington sends The Public a statement re

cently issued by Mr. Wallace M. Short, candidate

for Mayor of Sioux City, Iowa, on the Labor

ticket, Mr. Short said :

I encountered recently an impressive illustration of

the unceasing activitiy of the enemies of democracy.

It was on November 21, 1917, that a reporter dis

covered that my name was being mentioned at labor

headquarters as a possible candidate for mayor on the

labor ticket, and wrote the fact for the Sioux City

Journal.

In less than a week from that time the secretary of

the Sioux City Commercial Club called me on the phone

one morning and requested me to come to his office

to meet a gentleman from New York City.

The gentleman from New York proved to be Mr.

Otto J. Klee, whose business card describes him as

" Special representative, industrial department, Na

tional Association of Manufacturers, New York."

He wished to learn from me if I would consider a

proposition to devote my time to speaking in Iowa and

neighboring states for the National Manufacturers'

Association in their campaign for " spreading the gospel

of patriotic industrial co-operation." The salary would

be larger than I have ever before received, and I

would be given my Sundays at home.

After we had talked for an hour, and he had fully

revealed the nature of his mission, I asked him to come

with me, and I got for him a copy of the union labor

paper which contained on the front page my speech

on Labor Day last September. I told him to send that

to the gentlemen in New York City who employed

him, and bade him goodby.

" Patriotic Industrial Co-operation " would be a fine

thing. But the brand of co-operation which the gen

tleman from New York wanted me to preach is trea

son to democracy. It utterly ignores the workers. The

literature which the gentleman from New York left

with me does not even deign to mention any organi-

zation of laboring people nor to recognize the exist

ence of such organization. It preaches co-operation

from the point of' view merely of the exploiter of the

working people.

The gentleman from New York told me again and

again during the conversation that the purpose of the

speaking for which he wanted me was to prepare the

minds of the people for the struggle for democracy

that is surely coming at the close of the war, when, as

he said, " wages are going to go tumbling down, and

there is going to be great industrial unrest"

It is significant that immediately after the visit of

this gentleman fron New York the Commercial Club in

Sioux City undertook to bring to life again that old

" Industrial Association," whose sole purpose is to

fight the organizations of the workers.

It is, furthermore, significant that there followed

quickly also the attempt to organize that "Home

Guard " under the same auspices, not as a home guard

of the people, but as a semi-private, semi-secret enter

prise.

Don't misunderstand my purpose. I am not speak

ing for the sake of denouncing manufacturers' asso

ciations or kindred bodies. I am speaking with the

purpose to arouse the people to be alert and to take

their part—to hold up their end of the argument in

the eternal contest for democracy and fair play.

The National Manufacturers' Association has al

ready spent vast sums of money for speakers and lit

erature in their effort to crush the power of the or

ganizations of the workers before the end of the war.

Democracy demands that the masses of the people

should take their part by keeping their organizations

strong and efficient, and especially by seeing to it that

they have representatives in the halls of government.

The battle is for democracy—for fair play for all

the people.

The Public's Washington correspondent

comments as follows:

" The Sioux City story is really good, it veri

fies what an eminent Industrial Expert engaged

by the Government said to me yesterday.

" ' Say, , what's going to happen to

labor after the war?' 'Don't know,' said I.

' Well, then, let me tell you,' said the I. E. 'I

have just made a trip to ten big industrial cen

ters and met with representatives of the Boards

of Trade, Chambers of Commerce, and Manu

facturers' Associations for the purpose of talk

ing conciliation with labor, so that industrial

strife may be reduced to a minimum,—especially

during the war.'

" ' How were you treated ? ' asked I. ' Oh,

very nicely on general matters,' replied the I. E.

' But when it came to labor, they were one and

all actuated by the same impulse, as though in

spired. They raved and swore, and threatened

to crush unionism, cut wages, work what hours

they pleased and act with labor as if it were a

commodity.'

" When I inquired further I discovered as I

supposed that most of the gentlemen who had

been interviewed and addressed by the I. E. had

never employed union men anyway, so they had

but little to really complain of. . . . Un

doubtedly they fear their poor human chattels

will take the kink out of their necks and look
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upwards and outwards and discover,—how much

better it would be for them if they enjoyed some

of the freedom which union men possess."

And our correspondent would join us in the

wish and faith that " the freedom which union

men possess " will prove only the beginning of

what these men with their heads erect will de

mand and take for themselves.

Mr. Schwab Again

The Public has no doubt of the sincerity and

big-mindedness of Mr. Schwab in his role of

prophet of a social order in which the workers

and producers shall come into their own. His

recent public utterances have a very great sig

nificance. He broke the ice, and scores and hun

dreds of lesser men in the world of finance are

echoing his words. And if The Public has ex

pressed a skepticism with respect to Mr.

Schwab's future conduct, that is no reflection on

him and no belittling of his wisdom and virtue.

It is only to recognize a truth that Mr. Schwab

himself stated very clearly. " I am not anxious

to give away my wealth," he said. " The more

wealth and power one acquires, the more one

wants." It is just Mr. Schwab's realization that

no class ever voluntarily surrendered privileges

that marks his prophecy as that of a man who

understands, a man with his feet on the ground.

It is in refreshing contrast with the utterances

of other converts, like Mr. Rockefeller, who em

brace the doctrine of noblesse oblige and cling to

the conviction that only they and others like them

are capable of achieving progress. For Mr.

Schwab and others similarly situated to feel this

way undoubtedly does mean some lessening of

resistance: Men cannot fight against change so

doggedly when in their hearts they know it is both

right and inevitable. But those who will admit

that will always be in the minority, and even this

minority will quite honestly find excuses for

fighting this or that forward thrust of the forces

of justice and democracy. Unions may be all

right, but the leaders of this particular union are

the wrong sort. To take the monopoly value of

land for the people is just, but there are innocent

investors,—widows and orphans,—to consider.

And so on and so on. One of the reasons why

we need a Labor Party in America is that, for all

their cursing of " politicians and demagogues,"

our privileged classes do acquiesce and take their

medicine when it is administered through gov

ernment, whereas in their direct dealings with

voluntary associations of workers and produc

ers they will fight bitterly to the end. That fight

is already upon us. It is our duty to mitigate

its harshness all we can, through political action.

" Law and order " need not be the established

law and order,—a synonym for legalized privi

lege and extortion and sabotage. The workers

of America can capture Law and Order for

themselves, and make of it the medium for

achieving justice, if they only will. With a free

press, they could do it tomorrow. If we ever

have a revolution in America it undoubtedly will

be because a free press has been denied us,—be

cause the exploited majority is cut off from any

opportunity to talk to each other, to tell their

story to the " general public," to drive home the

facts, through the newspapers. It is a press

owned or controlled by beneficiaries of privilege

that keeps the exploited majority of Americans

disorganized, inarticulate, puzzle-headed, blindly

resentful, or, worst of all, fatalistically resigned

and complacent.

Economic Ignorance on the Stand

The heads of Chicago's packing industries,

compelled to explain their attitude toward labor

to an official investigator, were clearly at a disad

vantage. It is doubtful whether they have given

the labor question their unbiased consideration

at any time. Accepting existing conditions as

just and expedient, they see little justification for

unrest. Their testimony shows that as business

men they have definite ideas concerning ways and

means to get the most results from labor at the

smallest expense; as citizens they feel a strong

desire to help the poor in every way except by

getting off their backs, and as employers, they

harbor the smug idea that their employes should

feel grateful for any small concession or favor

that may be granted. It would probably shock

them to be told that the welfare department in

their plants does not atone for shortcomings in

citizenship. So when they appeared before

Judge Alschuler to be questioned by Frank P.

Walsh, it is no wonder that they made a poor

showing.

Because Mr. Walsh, an economic expert, had

before him economic illiterates, he could get no

answers other than what implied admission of
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personal responsibility for the deplorable condi

tion of packing house employes. Had they been

economic students they could have appeared to

better advantage. Nelson Morris, for instance,

could have told Mr. Walsh, like Tom L. John

son, that he is taking advantage of conditions as

he finds them. His employes, having many votes

to his one, are more responsible than he for con

centration of economic power in his hands. If

they would use their political strength to open to

labor all opportunities now withheld they could

become masters of the situation. However, since

they refuse to do so, he has ground for the belief

that they prefer to be subject to him, and to be

dealt with as he may think best. His duty to be

his brother's keeper is not so clear when his

brother can but will not help himself.

Lacking the knowledge to return that answer,

or to demonstrate it, Mr. Morris felt bound to

apologize for conditions for which no apology

can be offered. He made a pitiful effort to show

that his workers are well off, and to define fair

living conditions for them. Of course, be blun

dered, as any one must who tries to impart an

impression of knowledge concerning matters of

which he knows nothing. It is too bad that Mr.

Walsh's duty compelled him to humiliate the

unlearned witness. But chivalrous leniency

would have been a mistake. The cause of eco

nomic justice requires an end to mistaken confi

dence in imaginary superior knowledge of big

business men as a class. It is necessary that both

employers and employes learn that individual

philanthropy can solve no social problems.

No doubt, Mr. Morris imagined that he was

discussing the fundamentals of the wage ques

tion when he claimed that $1288 is too much for

a laborer's family of five to spend in one year,

and no doubt he thought he had proved his con

tention when he mentioned the fact that a ma

jority of workingmen's families live on less.

How could he think otherwise when he had not

learned so elementary a fact as that a laborer is

entitled to all that he produces, even if he can live

on less?

Economic knowledge would have helped Mr.

Morris in discussing the workingman's expendi

tures. He could have shown that robbery of the

laborer is not limited to withholding of wages

earned. In spending the wages he gets the pack

ing house employe is robbed by interests other

than his employer's. Mr. Morris could have

shown that the Government is itself a factor in

this. In sustaining predatory privilege it compels

wage earners to submit to extortion on the part

of trusts and monopolies on all sides, to pay a few

fellowmen for permission to occupy a location on

the earth, and to pay in addition to tribute to

private interests indirect taxes on all that they

consume. All this and much more Mr. Morris

might have urged and Frank P. Walsh would

no doubt have been glad to corroborate him.

But to urge these truths would have been to

condemn the existing economic system, to have

taken a stand with progressive radicals, and to

have challenged the Government to abolish his

own privileges as well as others. Unwilling to

do this, determined to uphold his interests right

or wrong, he put himself into an indefensible

position, and must endure the odium that public

opinion puts upon those who choose to be " op

pressors of labor." Mr. J. Ogden Armour suf

fered in a similar way because his economic edu

cation has also been neglected, and consequently

he holds to the fallacy that the great majority

must continue to be bridled and saddled for the

superior few to ride upon. And lesser lights of

the industry upon the stand made little better

showing. These men deserve sympathy. It is

not altogether their own fault that they are lack

ing in economic knowledge. For their own sakes

as well as for the good of society, the pets of

privilege should be taught the whole truth con

cerning the system that elevates them at the ex

pense of others. Neglect of this has again and

again forced some captain of industry in a posi

tion where all of his wealth and power could not

save him from making of himself a pitiful spec

tacle.

Here are men on whom fortune has con

ferred every opportunity to acquire good educa

tions, and who doubtless believe they have taken

advantage of them. And yet they can see no

significance in the fact that producers of food in

the world's greatest food plants are undernour

ished and forced to eat what wealthy drones re

ject. It does not seem fundamentally wrong to

them that conditions should force the widow of

a stockyard laborer to depend on charity to bury

her husband, although she had practiced enforced

economy to the extent of never attending a mov

ing picture theater. It probably puzzled them as

to why an organizer of the American Federation

of Labor should mention that " fifty per cent of
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the stockyards workers do not live; they just ex

ist," or that " the men must leave home at 5 A.M.,

work all day in abominable surroundings, and get

home at 8 or 9 at night." Are not these things

matters of course? Complaint concerning them,

was to these unlearned millionaires like com

plaining of the ocean tides. And then when they

were asked about their own style of living, how

it compared with that of the men who produced

most of their wealth for them, they could not

grasp the reason for the—to them—absurd com

parison.

In sympathizing with the unfortunate workers

let these wealthy victims of society be remem

bered also. They, too, have a just grievance.

Rich and poor alike have a common interest in

the overthrow of institutions that spoil with

wealth as well as poverty. These packers have

had their first lesson in political economy. Have

they profited by it ?

The Colonial Question

By Johan Hansson

Johan Hansson of Stockholm, Sweden, thought out

the following after a trip around the world, during

which he made careful study of conditions in the coun

tries all along his course. His approach was that of

one who not only looks, discerns and thinks, but who

feels deeply and cares greatly. This article is part of

a paper written soon after the outbreak of the war. It

was given to me two years ago. Now the world has

caught up, or is near to catching up; and so we print it.

—Mary Fels.

Shall the great war which we are now experi

encing be repeated in the future?

The combatants assure us that they are fight

ing to attain a result that will make a repeti

tion impossible. The fact that on both sides they

use the same argument as motive for their join

ing in the slaughter tends to arouse distrust in

the trustworthiness of this assurance. As hu

man nature now is with its mixed instincts of

might and right, the angel message of " peace

on earth " cannot be brought about by military

force. Hitherto it has not been given to the war

rior as such to create lasting peace, and even in

the future he will probably fail in this respect.

The peace that will be lasting must be based on

mutual understanding; and mutual understand

ing, in its turn, in order to be developed and

maintained must include so much justice that the

people's sense of right may be satisfied.

If, on the other hand, in these coming peace

negotiations one could hope for something as

Utopian as the disbanding of soldiers on all

sides, and that the peace conditions would be

dictated by the foremost philosophers of justice

in the world, and if one could also hope that the

teachers and leaders of the people in all countries

would do their best, each in his turn, to change

public opinion to a recognition of loyalty to the

principles of equal rights in international life,

then we could feel quite sure that the present

war would be the last war. To continue this,

alas, too Utopian thought, one might say that if

peace conditions were dictated by the foremost

philosophers of justice, they would first con

sider the main reasons for the wars of the past

and the competition in armaments, and see to it

that these causes were removed. Then too they

would demand that in the future there should be

no violation of national rights. The suppressed

peoples of a country such as the Danes, French

men and Poles in Germany, Finns in Russia, etc.,

should be given opportunity to decide for them

selves to which government they shall be subject.

If these judges of peace were given power pro

portionate to their wisdom and good will, they

would surely do away with monarchical institu

tions and make European states free republics.

They would demand that the absolute right of

decision for war and peace should be taken away

from the monarchs and put into the hands of the

people ; and they would also do away with secret

diplomacy; private capitalistic munition manu

facturing with its terribly corrupting influences

would be prohibited. One would not stop with

such considerations. We have gained keen in

sight into the disturbing effect of economic in

justice in commerce and trade between the peo

ples. It would be demanded among other things

that the tariff wall between countries should be

abolished, so that trade would be just as free

between the states of Europe as it is now between
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the various United States of America and of

Australia. And, if our peace judges were per

mitted to influence other fiscal legislation they

would certainly follow Turgot, Cobden, Henry

George, and other similar good advisers to secure

revenues by taxation of land values and monopo

lies, instead of by tariff, and thereby the more in

tensive use of the land and capital resources of

the different countries would be brought about.

This result would be of great importance also for

keeping peace among nations, because the desire

for expansion which is created by wrong eco

nomic conditions would be limited,

f This desire for expansion, which especially

finds expression in acquiring colonies, no matter

how just the inside social and economic condition

of the countries, would, however, never be wholly

overcome. The progressive man is born to make

the earth his servant ; he cannot help it. It seems

to be a hopeless and also an undesirable task to

try to get the white race to give up the use of the

often rich resources and the markets to which

the land of the colored races gives opportunity.

The colony question is one of the greatest reali

ties of our time, and a peace that does not at

tempt to solve this question is not likely to be

permanent. Yet this question has not been

thoroughly thought out, and one would almost

be afraid that even those philosophers of justice

who were to be peace makers would feel them

selves somewhat in doubt as to the right solution

of the problem. The idea advanced, that the

Caucasian people ought to give up altogether

their control over colonial territories, will not

even gain support before this idealistic peace

court, because that would mean that European

enterprise would be shut out of a large part of

the world, as the natives would not themselves

be capable of creating and maintaining law and

order necessary for regular industry and trade.

If we want this industry to be continued and de

veloped in all parts of the world, we must not

cease creating on morally defensible lines the law

and order which such enterprise needs.

But so far European colonial politics leave

much to be desired. The white race has con

sidered as no one's land the colonial communi

ties where there is no recognized society accord

ing to European standards. The first and

strongest man has assumed the right to declare

such a community his own, more or less regard

less of other nations. Often when one has

secured a foot-hold, such unconsidered exploit

ing takes place that the life and freedom of the

natives are in too great a degree curtailed. The

slavery of the primitive colored people, that ex

isted far into the 18th century, throws light on

the progress of European barbarism. All coun

tries owning colonies have abused their power.

This abuse is also expressed in the struggle to

monopolize adjoining lands. Hence there is

strong rivalry, first, for those communities that

have not yet been taken; second, even though

in a smaller degree, those that have already been

conquered. Within the colony-owning states

not much respect is paid to the right of owner

ship or possession of the land. It is felt that the

taking possession does not rest on strong moral

grounds. The reconquering, therefore, accord

ing to public opinion is not such an offense as

the conquering of a European community which

is occupied by another nationality. Therefore, it

is quite significant that, while no one on the side

of the Entente dreams of the surrendering of the

German Empire as the result of an eventual Ger

man defeat, it is openly said that Germany

should lose her colonies, just as Germany quite

openly pleads for the annexation of French

colonies. The present giant conflict has already

resulted in Japan seizing Kiau Chow, which was

taken by Germany from China—a colony which

Japan would hardly give up willingly to

Germany.

Here we have touched the deepest root of the

colony problem. It is simply a question of the

disposition of the right of ownership. Since the

right of possession leaves room for strong dif

ferences of opinion, every one feels uncertain;

and this uncertainty will appear in continual

armament and new risks of war. Then in what

lies the solution? The problem solves itself.

That which all men need, but no private power

can assume the right to dispose of, should

naturally belong to all.

The whole colonial world—with the exception,

of course, of the self-governing British colonies

—ought to be under a joint international govern

ment and administration. England, Holland,

France, Germany, Belgium, Spain, Portugal,

Italy, America, Japan—in short, all of the colony-

owning powers—should agree to recognize that

not one of them has the right alone to control any
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country or people who have not of their free will

subordinated themselves to its sovereignty, and

should thoroughly agree on the truth that every

nation, the colored people included, has a right

to govern itself; but, as long as, according to our

idea, they are not capable of governing them

selves, the guidance and control ought to be a

common affair for all of the sovereign states of

the world. Just as we have a permanent court at

The Hague for handling international matters,

we should have an international colonial govern

ment organized for the purpose of taking over

the administration of the colonies in the common

interest of humanity.

The different states voluntarily joined the

Hague Court. The original group represented

24 states, now the number of represented states

is 41. The joining of the colonial government

should be a voluntary matter for the different

states. It would not be necessary for all of the

colony-owning states to agree to this plan in

order that it may be realized. Even if only two

or three made a start, it would mean progress,

but if it were possible for all colonies, all col

ored non-sovereign peoples, to come under a joint

government, we would have to deal with an

enormous area and with a considerable part of

the population of the earth. The British Empire,

containing about 1 1.5 million English square

miles and more than 420,000,000 people has only

about 65,000,000 self-governing people. This

population, however, owns more than 7,000,000

English square miles because of the vast areas of

Canada and Australia. The area of the French

colonies is more than 4,000,000 square miles,

and the population is over 40,000,000. But the

almost complete self-government which Canada

and Australia, for example, enjoy in the British

Empire, does not exist in any of the French

colonies, the population of which consists almost

entirely of colored people. The colonies of Ger

many are much less important than the above

mentioned colonies, in area as well as in natural

resources and population. Before the outbreak

of the war they contained one million square

miles and 14,000,000 people—20,000 of whom

were white. Belgium has only one colony-

Belgian Congo. It is about as large as all of

the German colonies together—909,000 square

miles with a population of about 15,000,000. The

colonial area of Holland is also important. It

consists of 783,000 square miles and a popula

tion of 38,000,000.

It seems as if a voluntary aggregation of these

and smaller colonies under a joint supervision

would be the natural beginning of a " world

federation." This federation would undoubtedly

fill a great mission if it were formed on a ra

tional, i.e., just, foundation. A large part of the

land of the world and most of its waters would

be neutral zones where war would, with mutual

agreement, be excluded. Billions of money now

used to protect colonies against aggression from

other colony-owning countries would be used

largely in developing industry and trade with the

respective countries and the economic profit re

ceived from the coloi/es by the mother countries

would be still larger than now. That would be

the case also, because the much greater safety,

which the new conditions would establish, would

induce people to invest much more capital in the

colonies than now.

Naturally this whole idea is Utopian, but the

Court of The Hague was Utopian 25 years ago ;

therefore no harm is done by continuing the

thought. The fundamental condition for hav

ing it succeed would undoubtedly be that the gov

ernment, as well as the economic order, in the

new state should be constituted on the basis of

justice.

"~As to the constitution of the government, I

think, after considering it for some yeacs, that

it should be established as follows :

All sovereign states ought to have the right

to be represented as in the Court of The Hague.

Such states, however, as own colonies or other

possessions, which are considered by a competent

authority (the best perhaps the Court of The

Hague) to come within the scope of the new

colonial states, should not have a right to be

represented if they refuse to give up their

private control of such areas as we are speaking

of, but nothing should hinder states which do

not own colonies from being represented.

Austria, Switzerland, Sweden, Norway and

other countries should have their part in the

Court, as well as England, Denmark, Holland

and Germany, for the right of control so far as

is justified is a joint affair.

On these lines then this government should be

constituted. It Will be seen at once that the con

stitution of the Court of The Hague is not a good
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standard to be followed, at least, for the purpose.

In this court all of the included states have the

same number of representatives, namely, four at

the most. In this beginning of a world parlia

ment of which we are speaking, the sovereign na

tions should no doubt be represented in propor

tion to their number and according to the

capacity for self-government which the people in

the respective countries are considered to

possess. Therefore it might be that every parlia

ment and every government would have the

right to nominate candidates for the colonial

parliament, for instance, one for every

million or part of a million voters, of the

lower chambers of the respective states. But the

power should be given each of these candidates

by vote of the people themselves.

A list of the candidates nominated in the dif

ferent states should be accessible to the voters,

each of whom ought to have the right to be rep

resented by the man on the list who is regarded

as the best, irrespective of nationalities. The

English voter could therefore cast his vote for

a German candidate, the German voter for a

Russian candidate, and so on. And every repre

sentative chosen in that way should, as is the

case in a joint stock company or to some degree

in an English trade union congress, have power

in the work of colonial parliament according to

the number of voters he represents. If this idea

could be realized in practice, we would attain,

not only very democratic, but also as far as pos

sible an international representation. One of the

weaknesses of the whole plan is naturally the

danger that the representatives from the different

states should make co-operation impossible by

trying to get privileges for the nations to which

they belong. But if every representative got, or

had the chance to get, votes from the different

nationalities, one has reason to believe that the

representatives would be induced to put aside

national prejudices and would be, as this case

demands, internationalists in thought as well as

in action.

I shall not go further into these speculations

as to the recognition of the colonial government.

I will only add that the members of the colonial

executive body would have to be elected by the

colonial parliament, and that there should be

established a government for every colony, the

power of which should be limited by law of the

colonial parliament. Wherever possible, these

local governments should be upheld by under-

parliaments composed of representatives of the

nations. Education for self-government should

always be the leading principle. Gradually more

and more of the colored people should have an

opportunity to give up guardianship and be them

selves represented in the colonial world parlia

ment.

The economic order would naturally be of

greatest importance in the state organization.

Colonies are wanted and kept mostly for eco

nomic reasons. In colonial politics all other in

terests are subordinated to the economic inter

ests. It is therefore a vital condition for the

whole great plan that the economic problems find

from the beginning a solution which would be

satisfactory for all parties. No order will be

satisfactory for any length of time unless it is

based on the principle of equal rights. The

fundamental demands of economic justice must

be embodied in the constitution of a new colonial

state. To these belongs, for instance, the de

mand that all nations have the right to carry on

trade, industry and every other legitimate

economic enterprise.

In order to make permanent the economic

freedom and equality which is a fundamental

condition for sound development and for good

co-operation between different nationalities with

in the large colonial states, it is of great im

portance that land monopolization and specula

tion, useless from a social point of view, should

be prevented by establishing land value taxation.

All parties interested in productive enterprise

would profit by that, not least the nations that

are dependent upon the land for their support.

The whole colonial state ought to be neutral

territory. There should be a police force suf

ficiently strong to keep order, but military forces

in the ordinary use of the term should not exist.

A foreign defense would seem to be altogether

unnecessary for a territory which belongs in

common to the whole world. It can, therefore,

be realized to how great an extent the causes of

war in the world will be reduced through such a

state organization.

Many small sovereign states also would no

doubt find it to their advantage to join as mem

bers in the new state. They could do so with

out giving up their self-government except in
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two respects : they would have to abolish their and navies ; but that would not in effect be any

tariffs and so adopt free trade ; and they would sacrifice, it would be an advantage to them and to

have to give up their military power, their armies humanity.

Labor and Education

By Arthur E. Holder

It may be readily recalled that for a number

of years employers have shown a disposition to

break down much of the ethics prevailing among

skilled mechanics, particularly in two ways:

(i) by the abolition or the nullification of the

apprenticeship system; (2) by a persistent en

deavor to train men as specialists or special

operators rather than to encourage a general all-

round familiarity with the fundamentals and

essentials of the trade or trades. We all recog

nize this growing tendency and its consequent

train of industrial evils, some of which may be

attributed to the invention and perfection of

labor-saving machinery, the finer division of oc

cupations in a trade, and the variety of labor-

saving plans and systems—all designed for the

purpose of increasing production and profits.

We have also all recognized the penalties that

are bound to accompany the new system, en

couraged by those who favor ultra-specialization,

because most of the plans and purposes were

wrong and contrary to nature. In the final

analysis, it has been proven that the purpose has

defeated itself, because it was substantially an

endeavor to get something for nothing. Even

employers themselves, or at any rate those of

them who have still maintained a personal in

terest in their own industrial affairs, finally

reached this same conclusion. They found that

in their own establishments and in their own in

dustry, they were merely running around in a

circle, and while they might be able to get along

during times of adverse business conditions, or

when trade was normal, yet as soon as an extra

demand was made upon them, or when they were

confronted with an emergency, the whole

machine broke of its own weight, because of the

fact that they had no human resources or re

serve power to draw upon in the shape of really

skilled mechanics who could be depended upon

to turn out commodities of quality and in suffi

cient quantity.

It may be again recalled that because of the

difficulties growing out of and from specializa

tion of industry and industrial occupations, em

ployers in some sections of the country organized

corporation schools, and in many localities pri

vate agencies undertook by questionable methods .

to conduct so-called trade schools.

Then we had most forcibly called to our atten

tion a variety of schemes to control education.

These schemes were being foisted upon the

country through so-called " foundations " and

well advertised philanthropies subsidized by

many agencies, chief among which were those

financed by Rockefeller and Carnegie; the ulti

mate design being to dominate and autocratically

control education so that the resisting power of

the people would be completely honeycombed by

the insidious activities of the agents handling the

funds of the principals, and so that the people

would be no longer free or independent in action

or in thought.

The American labor movement, through its

authorized representatives in the American Fed

eration of Labor, undertook to correct this

specialist evil in industry and to arrest the de

signs of those actuated for profit and power.

The men in the labor movement realized that the

destinies of future generations and the welfare

of civilization rested in their hands and almost

theirs alone. They particularly aroused them

selves to the growing menace of private control

of the founts of knowledge, and resolved that

they would do their utmost to curb and strangle

this most dangerous foe to human liberty.

Special committees on education were created;

they took a careful survey of the whole indus

trial situation; they engaged experts to assist

them; they conferred with broad-minded edu

cators, publicists, employers, and statesmen.

Their final decision was to go back to some

first principles and to try to bring the people back

to those first principles. They unanimously con

cluded that education to be safe must be in the

hands of the people themselves, under public
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control, and maintained by public funds and that

no private agency and no private funds should

be permitted to interfere with or interrupt the

fountains of education. They also decided that

if industry was to have a firm foundation, and

that if the workers were to retain their mechan

ical abilities and independence, it was essential

that either the old-time apprenticeship system

should be reestablished or a substitute provided

which would be equally efficient or superior to

former trade practices. They also decided that

the time had come when it was necessary that

the future mechanics and technicians of the

United States should have a greater versatility

in the theory of their trades than they had ever

been able to obtain in the past, so that the trade

ethics would be more greatly appreciated and

more efficiently sustained by the artisans and

mechanics of the United States.

With these fundamental designs in mind a bill

was drafted. It was introduced into Congress at

the instance of the American Federation of

Labor by Senator Dolliver of Iowa in the year

1909; and after his decease William B. Wilson,

now Secretary of Labor, and Senator Page of

Vermont fathered the original measure before

Congress. Part of the proposition—that apply

ing to agricultural extension—was enacted into

law early in 1913. On February 23, 1917, Presi

dent Wilson signed the Smith-Hughes Act, bet

ter known as the Vocational Education Law.

The Federal board for the administration of this

law took office July 21, 19 17. The members of

this Board represent agriculture, education,

labor, commerce and industry.

This Federal law is as elastic and flexible as

its designers intended. It dictates to no State,

nor to any School, but it offers a method of co

operation with the several States on an equal

basis of financial sustenance, provided that cer

tain minimum standards are set up which meet

the approval of the Federal board which is

charged with its administration. The Federal

aid is limited to schools under public control and

maintenance. There is no interference with nor

aid extended to schools of the purely elementary

grades giving academic instruction, neither is

the aid or cooperation extended to schools of

college grade. Schools and colleges of that

character were in a measure previously assisted

by the Federal Government under the Morrill

Acts of 1862 and 1890; the Hatch Act of 1887;

the Nelson Act of 1907; and other similar acts

or amendments thereto.

To show the popularity of this measure, and

to indicate how eager the people of the several

States have been in their approval of it, it is

sufficient to say that on January 1, 191 8, or only

five months from the date when the board under

took the administration of the law, every one of

the forty-eight States had accepted the provisions

of the act in whole or in part.

What is the relationship of training in the day

industrial school to apprenticeship?

A course in such a day industrial school is

expected to be and usually is two years in length.

It is intended to give a preparatory course in or

for the trades. It cannot and is not intended ever

to take the place of apprenticeships required in

such trades where apprenticeships are still in ex

istence. Every boy who graduates from such

industrial courses in a school should be required

to serve an apprenticeship. It may be possible

in some trades or some occupations to shorten

the period of apprenticeship, but it should not be

permitted to take the place of apprenticeships

where such exist. It may result that the students

or graduates of such industrial schools should be

given due and proper credits for the work per

formed in such schools and that such credits

should be applied to the regular apprenticeship

course.

To illustrate: When a boy has spent two

years in such a school he should receive some

equivalent credit on his apprenticeship so that

his apprenticeship would be shortened by what

ever arrangement has been agreed upon in the

locality of the school after full consideration by

accredited representatives of the community.

Such accredited representatives should come

from employers' organizations, trade unions, and

educational associations. This concept of ad

ministration is the basis of the Federal law. Its

administrative forces must be representative of

all the active elements in society. The adminis

tration of State laws both by State and by local

communities must eventually harmonize with

this wise Federal provision. It is, therefore, the

duty as well as the privilege and responsibility of

trade unionists in every community throughout

the United States to see to it that they do not

miss their opportunities or shirk their responsi

bilities.

If the educational forces or the employers'
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agencies undertake to overlook trade unionists

and administer the vocational schools on their

own responsibility, they will be as much in error

as the trade unionists will be if they fail to assert

themselves and assume their full rights of

citizenship.

No way is left open now to permit any ele

ments in society to say that they " haven't got a

chance "; or, " the school people did this on their

own responsibility " ; or, " the bosses are running

the schools " ; or any other kind of excuse. The

opportunity has been provided without let and

without hindrance so that the great work of

training the young, coordinating their hands with

their hearts, and their hearts with their heads,

may go on and on progressively and successfully,

in a greater field of opportunity than ever before

provided, where people can compete for the real

laurels of achievement, where all will be stimu

lated to do better today than they did yesterday,

with the added hope that they may be able to do

better tomorrow.

If our fellow trade unionists are wise they will

everywhere take advantage of this great law and

opportunity. It will help standardize their trades ;

it will lay emphasis on the need of proper train

ing; it will put trade unionists in touch not only

with the industrial but with the whole educa

tional situation. It will eventually insure the en

trance of graduates from the industrial schools

almost instantly into union shops where the ap

prenticeship scheme of the union is recognized

and where the children graduated from the

schools will be better enabled to get their early

training from union teachers in real union

schools. This is the vision which many of us

have. We feel confident that many of our mem

bers will see the point and be equal to the emer

gencies and opportunities afforded.

If the schools are to give real training and not

waste the time of the children, they must make

real things in a real way, taught by real workmen

in the schools. They must, of course, use valu

able material, which costs money. As far as

possible, everything made in such schools should

be absorbed into the school system, of which the

industrial school itself is a part. When an occu

pation or a trade is taught and things are made

that cannot be immediately or directly utilized

in the school system, as in the case of some kinds

of electrical work, automobile instruction, dress

making, sign painting, decorating, cabinet work,

patterns for foundries, metal parts for machine,

millinery, etc., the article or articles made by

the school children should not be destroyed.

That would be a criminal waste of the time of the

children and of the teachers, as well as a crim

inal waste of public money and public material.

A reasonable disposition of such articles can

readily be arranged by the accredited representa

tives of all elements in society which are ex

pected to administer the law of the schools in the

State and its subdivisions.

It is not expected that the output of such

schools will ever disturb the labor conditions.

It is not intended that the business of the school

is simply to make goods or commodities. The

real, genuine business of the school is to give in

struction, and to give instruction that will be

completely and properly digested by the scholars.

The making of articles will be incident to train

ing. The amount produced by the most active of

such schools already in existence before the

enactment of the present Federal law is prac

tically negligible. In the case of boys the

products are valued at less than $30 per year

per boy, and in the case of girls less than $15

per year per girl. If a complaint should be made

that the values of such productions were detri

mental to the interests of the workers, it is only

necessary to show that the cost of establishing

an industrial school usually exceeds the normal

output of such a school. The result of establish

ing such schools, of course, always increases the

demands for labor—never decreases it.

It is not expected or intended to introduce the

graduates of industrial schools directly into the

trades as competent all-round mechanics. It is

not intended that their services should be utilized

as specialists. To do so would defeat the main

purpose of the law. It is not intended and, of

course, it is almost impossible to expect, that our

own children raised in our own schools at our

own expense will or can be utilized in an indus

trial dispute as strikebreakers. That is one of

the reasons why, and the purpose for which, we

have championed this law, so that our children

and our neighbor's children will not be unfairly

treated or exploited. The intent is to use these

schools practically, and purely, to give prepara

tory courses for the younger children, but thor

ough preparatory courses. It is also the intent

to enable those employed at a trade, and who lack

expert knowledge in some branch or branches of
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the trade, to supplement their knowledge and

become all-round artisans or mechanics by at

tendance at evening classes.

RELATED THINGS

The Kaiser's Ecclesiastical

Steam Roller

I

Junkerism gathered the economic and political

power of Germany into its hands during the

Reformation, and employed the machinery of the

Lutheran churches to control the common peo

ple. Theological professors and clergymen were

appointed by the junker authorities, while the

people were forced to attend church and listen

to what the clergy had to say. A huge body of

Biblical interpretation was constructed which

buttressed the rule of the nobility. German

philosophy also, until far into the modern period,

was merely an elaborate attempt to explain eccles

iastical dogmas.

Thus it appears that junkerism not only stands

for political and economic rule, but that it also

represents religious tyranny. The Kaiser's sancti

monious claim of partnership with the Almighty

is no new thing. Church and State have been

identified in Germany for centuries; and the

Emperor has inherited, among other implements

of his office, an ecclesiastical steam roller which

is used for crushing professors and preachers

who exhibit undue tendencies toward freedom

of thought. The philosopher Kant, who signal

ized the break with junker theology, felt the

weight of this instrument; while more recently

it has been employed for the purpose of suppress

ing that mysterious and unique manifestation of

German radical genius called " Higher Criti

cism." A new Prussian heresy law went into

effect just before the present war, under which

a number of clergymen were forcibly driven

from their pulpits; and the rise of a liberal

church movement in Germany has been tempo

rarily stopped only by the distractions of the war

itself.

The story is quite simple :

In early times, the peasants of Germany en

joyed the right to pasture their cattle on the waste

lands, to cut wood in the forests, and to fish in

the streams. But in the fifteenth century these

rights were gradually withdrawn. The old tribal

common lands were enclosed and became the

property of the German aristocracy. Along with

the monopolization of the soil there went a wide

spread rise in prices which affected not only the

luxuries of the rich, but the commonest articles

of household necessity. All Europe seethed and

rocked with the social problem; and there was

tremendous antagonism between the upper and

lower classes when the curtain rose on the stage

of modem history.

Then, as now, Germany was at the center of

the storm. The peasantry had been restless for

generations, breaking out here and there in fre

quent revolts characterized by demands for an

cient rights of access to the bounties of nature.

These uprisings passed into a general insurrec

tion which is called the Peasants' War. The

common people went about in armed bands, as

did the French peasantry at a later date. The

junkers rallied, however, and put down the vast

rebellion by military force. More than one

hundred thousand of the revolutionists were

slaughtered ; and the uprising was crushed out in

blood. The aristocracy was everywhere vic

torious.

One very quarrelsome junker family with

estates in Brandenburg began to come forward

in this period—the Hohenzollerns. The mean

ing of their name is quite significant, though not

often noticed. " Hohen " means " high." The

next syllable, " zoll," is merely the word " toll,"

or " tax." The name as a whole is a plural noun,

meaning " High-tax-takers," or, freely translated

into plain English, " Big grafters." This cogno

men should have been adopted by the aristocracy

all over Germany, because it expresses in a single

term the essence of junkerism, and is thus cal

culated to save thought. Thus, when you see

Mr. Hohenzollern coming, you must at once

either pay him an " indemnity " or prepare to

fight.

Unless we take into account the foregoing

sociological and economic facts, the German

Reformation cannot be understood. The religious

movement had no independent history of its own.

It was cut through by the uprisings of the

peasantry; while the new church organization

founded by Martin Luther was appropriated

from the very start by the aristocracy and used

to consolidate their power over the people.

Unctuous and perfectly sincere ecclesiastical
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gentlemen solemnly informed their congregations

and Sunday school classes that Lutheranism and

the German translation of the Bible had been

handed down from the celestial regions by God

Almighty, amid the smoke and flame and thunder

of Mount Sinai, in exactly the same way that the

civil laws of Germany were handed down to the

people by the junker nobles and kings. Thus the

people were diligently trained in the idea that

religion comes " from above," which of course

makes it imperative that they should " look up."

And thus it is clear that aristocracy and ortho

doxy are both founded on the same psychological

principle of unquestioning submission to " au

thority."

So long as people continue in this frame of

mind, with their attention fixed on heavenly

things, they will remain quiet under the pressure

of the social problem. For they are assured that

our life here below is at best a " vale of tears."

On this view, religion is chiefly concerned with

" the other world." And if we are good people,

we will obey without question the laws ordained

for us by " our betters." This is precisely what

the Lutheran theology became in the centuries

following the Reformation.

It was inevitable that some thinker should

arise in due time to challenge the established

ideas of Germany. That man proved to be Im-

manuel Kant, a professor in the Prussian univer

sity of Koenigsberg in the latter part of the

eighteenth century. Kant wrote the famous book

entitled " Critique of Pure Reason," which he fol

lowed with another volume called " Religion

Within the Limits of Mere Reason." The

Koenigsberg professor was a liberal democrat,

who sympathized greatly with the American and

French revolutions. His writings produced a

sensation. The conservatives were scandalized;

and the Hohenzollern monarch, a predecessor of

the present Kaiser, commanded the bold pro

fessor to cease lecturing on religion and the

Bible.

Kant submitted to the steam roller. But

thought cannot be ruled by such means. A pas

sion for scientific investigation swept over the

universities of the land. The general spirit of

criticism began to animate the more progressive

interpreters of the Bible in theological schools.

Prominent among scholars who called in ques

tion the junker view of the Bible was a young

investigator by the name of Wilhelm De Wette,

who was appointed to the chair of Old Testa

ment interpretation in the University of Berlin.

De Wette, like Kant, was a political liberal ; and

he began to take a leading part in the develop

ment of the mysterious " Higher Criticism."

It has been well said that De Wette was the

first German scholar who clearly felt the impossi

bility of the junker, orthodox belief that the

Bible had been passed down from the clouds by

a Divine Autocrat. Much uneasiness was caused

by the appointment of this man. The authorities,

in fact, did not realize what they were getting.

The conservatives and pietists became his open

enemies. After a few years of agitation, they

succeeded in having him crushed under the

Hohenzollern steam roller. The young professor

was dismissed from his chair on a mere pretext,

over the objection of the entire theological staff

at the Prussian capital.

German Biblical scholars always have been

hampered and censored. They have never en

joyed real academic freedom. The examples of

De Wette and Kant have been ever before them.

While scientific investigation of the Bible has been

allowed to continue in Germany; and while the

investigation has produced remarkable and bril

liant results, the work has been permitted to go

forward only in an academic vacuum, on the im

plied condition that professors will engage in no

religious propaganda or educational work of a

popular character. The professors may talk

among themselves in the learned and respectable

obscurity of polysyllabic jargon; but their views

must not be aired in church ; and the clergy must

faithfully teach the orthodox, junker theory of

the Bible.

The rank and file of the German people know

nothing about what has been taking place in Ger

man theological seminaries. Even the professors

of Biblical science themselves, compelled as they

are to work in an atmosphere of aristocratic dis

trust and interference, have not succeeded in

solving their problem. The impression has gone

out that they are busily engaged in the destruc

tion of religion. The truth is, that they have

dynamited the orthodox theory of the Bible, and

have gone a long way toward making religion

safe for democracy. Their task has been accom

plished in spite of the steam roller; and the

startling nature of their investigations will be set

forth in a succeeding article.

Louis Wallis.
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CORRESPONDENCE

The Need and the Churches

To the Editor of The Public :

The fires of war are purging our spiritual as well as

our economic and political life of dross. Creatures of

convention, we cling to old forms of religious effort,

while realizing more and more clearly that permeating

the soul of the churched and the unchurched are un

satisfied spiritual longings. None can foresee all the

changes that the war will bring in organized religious

life, but every man with religious instincts can see, if

he will, that the nation's religious agencies and leader

ship have fallen short of their greatest opportunity,

have failed to keep step with the times.

Without question the world does not possess a nobler

body of Christian souls than are numbered in the

churches of America. But there are unmistakable signs

within and without the formal boundaries of this splen

did company that the organized methods of minister

ing in the name of Christianity are so inadequate that

it amounts almost to a great spiritual tragedy for the

nation. In the co-ordination of industry, the elimina

tion of duplication in commerce, the centralization of

effort in government, there is, most assuredly, a lesson

for the churches of America.

Denominationalism is decadent. Evangelicalism di

vided against itself cannot stand. The coming years

must witness a speedy evolution in matters of church

organization, or the nation's spiritual life will suffer

immeasurably. No doubt as between Protestantism and

Catholicism there are elemental differences which jus

tify the existence of both and bespeak mutual Chris

tian tolerance. But for the multiplicity of divisions in

the former there remains scant justification. As a

prominent divine in the current Atlantic Monthly has

pointed out in an indignant protest against the short

sightedness of churches, there are nearly 200 different

Protestant denominations in America 1

Who can measure the waste in spiritual ministration

due to such duplication of effort? What logic can

succeed in so emphasizing subordinate matters of doc

trine and organization as to justify the harm that re

sults to the great central cause ?

And America is entering upon a period in its national

development when to neglect its greatest spiritual good

would be tragedy indeed. England in the throes of war

and in a bereavement that is almost universal, has, to

an astonishing degree, turned from its churches to

Spiritualism in a manner that is fantastic, not to say

pathetic. Are we to witness a similar spectacle in the

coming months?

Blind ourselves to it as we may, we are passing

through an evolution that is political and social as well

as spiritual. The masses are clamoring for—and ob

taining—powers which, in our so-called democracy of

the past, were exercised by the middle class, under the

shadow and tutelage of an increasingly powerful upper

class.

This new and just redistribution of power must be

accompanied by a lifting of all the levels of our moral

life or America will be imperiled. And yet, in what a

pitifully small degree are the morals of every Ameri

can community, industrial, agricultural, or wealthy, min

istered to by the churches to-day?

Surely there is need for great vision in the churches—

a vision that will see beyond denominational fences and

sectarian bars, a vision which will see America's immin

ent spiritual need because of the trials of war and the

changes that must come after the war.

John Anson Ford.

Glen Ellyn, 111.

Co-operation

To the Editor of The Public:

Your book review in the issue of February 8th was

of special interest to me, as I have just been reading

a pamphlet of C. E. Bassett, of the U. S. Office of Mar

kets and Rural Organization on "The Co-operative

Purchase of Farm Supplies." In your review the ex

planation of the failure of co-operation is given en

tirely from the producer's point of view, as if some

fault of condition in the trade were responsible for this.

Mr. Bassett in his pamphlet makes a strong point from

the consumer's side, and credits the human element

with a large part of the responsibility for the failure of

co-operation.

As an example of this, the reason given in the re

view why co-operative stores are successful in mining

regions and not in cities is one dealing with abnormal

profits, competition and cost of distribution. But it is

just such a situation that Mr. Bassett explains by the

condition of the consumers. He contends that co

operative stores are successful in mining regions or

in similar places because all the conditions among con

sumers are about equal and simple. They are probably

of one nationality, or mostly so, they all have about the

same wage, have the same pay day, have the same

wants, and these wants are simple and steady. They

probably live more or less in one place and know each

other. " They do their own delivering and need and

expect no credit."

In a city these conditions do not obtain. People are

widely separated from each other, do not know their

neighbors perhaps, have different standards, different

salaries, have all kinds of desires and tastes, want

" style," and credit and frequent deliveries and all sorts

of service.

To quote from the pamphlet mentioned above : " Com

munities that have never had any co-operative experi

ence often find it easier to begin with a buying than

with a selling plan, where local conditions are such as to

warrant that start. When the operation of that plan

has educated the members to the spirit of working to

gether and accustomed them to facing the difficulties

that are sure to arise, they are better prepared to under

take the more intricate details of a plan for successfully

marketing their products. The co-operative spirit of a

community is a matter of growth. As the child learns

to walk before it runs, so a community should be satis

fied to begin working together in the simplest ways and
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should undertake more elaborate plans only as their co

operative strength and confidence are developed."

It should not be inferred that Mr. Bassett does not

make equally strong points of the need for understand

ing local trade conditions and business management

and other economic considerations. His adding the

necessity of learning co-operation when the living con

ditions of a community are complex struck me as a

valuable contribution to the interesting discussion in

your journal.

H. A. Anderson.

Washington, D. C.

France on Trial

To the Editor of The Public:

The article in your issue of January 25 by Mr.

Slaughter, headed " France on Trial," may be written

in a democratic and an international spirit, but never

theless it is unconsciously very much in line with the

" praise to divide spirit " that has been so much in

evidence in some of our press.

France is not on trial. Caillaux and his defaitistes

are on trial and it is not reactionaries who are asking

that France be purged of those who have been seeking

a German peace and not a democratic peace. Any

suggestion toward a democratic peace is not stamped

as pro-German. No peace such as President Wilson,

in stating our aims, gave to the world has been

stamped as pro-German, but any pro-German peace

has been stamped with its mark of " made in Ger

many"; and espoused by its agents everywhere; and

it is not reactionaries that so stamp it, but men like

Clemenceau, a true republican and Gustave Herve, a

socialist who has not been poisoned by the pseudo

socialists of Germany, many of whom were secret

service agents masquerading for years before the war

as socialists, waiting for " the day," so as to see that

the German Socialist Party supported the Fatherland

when " the day " came. Herve, who, more than any

one else is responsible for exposing the defaitistes, a

true democrat, and a Dreyfusard, says that this is no

Dreyfus case, and that the democrats of France will

see that no injustice is done, but that because a man

has been one of them is no reason why they should

protect him, but, on the contrary, is a reason why they

should be all the more ready to see justice done.

What has France shown the world since August,

1914? Had France lost the battle of the Marne, one

hundred years from now Washington and Lincoln

would have had an obscure place in our German his

tories, and our children's children in their new native

tongue of German would have been taught the heroic

lives of Wilhelm II, his ancestors and his descendants.

And men preach of a peace, a camouflaged peace under

the name of democratic, that would leave this band

of miserable wretches as divine rulers over a nation

that under their rule would be a menace to the future

peace of the world. When the time comes for the

discussion of terms of peace, the same propagandists

will be doing Germany's work through the press to

influence public opinion in Germany's direction, that

they have been doing for a camouflaged peace in these

past months. Watch them.

Henry Colombat.

San Francisco.

Labor and the N. E. A.

To the Editor of The Public :

Enclosed find copy of letter which was sent to the

secretary and president of the National Educational

Association, and which explains itself.

Peter J. Brady.

Dear Sir:—I have read many newspaper announce

ments of the program of the National Educational

Association and am surprised to find that no repre

sentative of organized labor has a place on your pro

gram, but that prominence is given to the representa

tives of the foundations, particularly the Rockefeller

Foundation.

Can it be possible that the Rockefeller Foundation

has already accomplished what the members of our

unions believe it set out to do when it was seeking a

charter from the Federal Government, which pur

pose was to secure control of our national educa

tional system? Did you remember, when the Rocke

feller Foundation was being considered for a promi

nent place on your program, that Congress within

the last year has passed unanimously resolutions in

structing every Federal department to immediately

sever any relationship that they had, either direct or

indirect, with the Rockefeller Foundation and General

Education Board? It seems to me that the National

Educational Association is now placing itself upon the

defensive, whereby it will have to prove to the people

of this county that they are not under the influence

of Rockefeller emissaries in matters of education.

It is only a few months back that the people of New

York City legislated out of office the City Adminis

tration because of the city officials' friendliness for

the Rockefeller institutions and the suggestions of

the Rockefeller institutions in the matter of educa

tional control.

Will you be kind enough to inform me if it was

intentional in leaving a member of organized labor

off your program? This is important to us for the

reason that so much thought is now being given to

the question of training injured soldiers and sailors

for practical vocations so that they may be able to

earn a decent livelihood after the war.

Taxes on Grazing Land

To the Editor of The Public:

I have been a reader of your publication for some

time now, and am nearly converted to a belief in the

Singletax. It seems to be far and away the best

system of taxation yet advocated for the country as

a whole, and especially the thickly populated sections

in and around our great cities. However, in the

State of New Mexico there is still a vast area of

government land, entirely unimproved, and used only

for the grazing of live stock by a comparatively few
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large companies. Now these companies do not own

the land, but they do own and pay taxes on the live

stock, and it is from these taxes that a great share

of the State's revenue is derived.

On the other hand, there is a large number of home

steaders in the State, each settled on a small tract of

land, from 160 to 320 acres, who are trying to im

prove their land in an agricultural way; but their

land is worth very little more than the government

land, which the live-stock men use but do not own.

Now, to place a tax on land values alone would

relieve the live-stock men of practically all taxation

and place a very great burden on the small land owner,

or so it would seem to me, at least. Will you kindly

explain through the columns of your paper just how

the Singletax would operate under the above con

ditions ?

Earl Black.

Oscuro, N. M.

Thomas Paine

To the Editor of The Public:

The Public has helped to preserve the fame of

America's foremost American, Thomas Paine. His

clear-cut democracy was more striking in an age when

opposition to " divine right " had hardly begun. No

doubt he took the edge off the aristocratic impulses of

Washington, Hamilton, and the like. Without him

Privilege would have had more to say in making

constitutions. He made his country " Where freedom

was not," hence aided the French revolution, begin

ning his religious writings when expecting to be guillo

tined. He was not so radical—could now be a uni

tarian preacher and pass muster. Continually should

we read the words of our foremost democrat and

philosopher. We have not yet attained his excellence.

C. F. Hunt.

Chicago.

Land for Use

To the Editor of The Public:

A letter in your issue of February 8 attributes to

State Labor Commissioner Austin, of Texas, the fol

lowing striking expression : " No man has a right to

more land than he and his can use, and no right to

that unless he is using it."

The name of the Commissioner is C. W. Woodman,

of Austin, Texas. This correction gives me oppor

tunity to advertise further his trenchant thought, and

to suggest to all propagandists that they " keep it

standing."

In 1690 John Locke advanced a similar thought in

his " Gvil Government." See Sections 32, 35 :

"As much land as a man tills, plants, improves,

cultivates, and can use the produce of, so much is his

property. . . . The measure of property nature has

well set by the extent of men's labor, and the con-

veniency of life."

Samuel Milliken.

Philadelphia.

BOOKS

Europe's Greatest Problem

The Reconstruction of Poland and the Near East. By Her

bert Adams Gibbons. Published by the Century Co., New

York. Price $1.00 net

This is a collection of five papers originally published

in the Century Magazine, and now presented in per

manent form. The topics covered are : " The Future

of Poland," " Constantinople," " Europe and Islam,"

" Italy and the Balance of Power in the Balkans," and

" The Monroe Doctrine for the World." Together they

constitute the most useful compendium on Eastern Eu

rope that the reviewer has seen. Although some of the

papers were written before the Russian revolution and

the intervention of the United States, and on this ac

count must be modified for present application, never

theless, the discussion of historical conditions, national

intentions, and the possibilities of solution, will prove

for Americans informative, interesting and eminently

useful in preparing their judgment for the inevitable

part that America must play in the settlement. We

have as a nation considered Eastern European affairs

and the Polish problem beyond our scope, but these

matters are in truth the very heart of the European

controversy. They provide the field in which the des

potic and democratic principles contend, and they must

reach a satisfactory settlement if the peace of Europe

is to be anything more than a dream.

The reasons urged for the remaking of Poland are

no less cogent now than when the book was written.

No one knows the future of Russia, but no one can

safely regard her as extinct, and the value of a strong,

buffer state has not been diminished by recent events.

Mr. Gibbons covers the history of the partition of

Poland and the story of oppression, practiced by Ger

mans and Russians alike. The chief offender was, of

course, the old Russia. His discussion of modern

Poland will be a revelation to most persons who have

not given that country special attention. In spite of

the curtailment of liberty and constant economic op

pression, Poland is a great modern nation, with a pop

ulation numerically strong, vital, industrious and

thrifty. In the main, they are a nation of peasants,

the great industries being carried on, for the most

part, by Jews and Germans. Naturally, the Poles had

a greater opportunity to realize their independence

before the Russian collapse. Both sides were bidding

for Polish support. There is now no active force to

restrain the aggression of a victorious Germany. It is

only through pressure that the Western Allies can bring

to bear, the defeat of militarist and annexationist am

bitions and the realization that Poland would be another

Alsace-Lorraine on a vastly greater and more danger

ous scale, that the reconstruction of the most long suf

fering country in Europe has a chance for achievement.

In many ways Constantinople has been the key to

Europe's difficulties. Mr. Gibbons shows in his discus

sion of " Europe and Islam," that the Ottoman Empire,

after it ceased to menace Europe as an active conquer
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ing force, became even more dangerous for European

people in its period of decay. The great nations have

been busy for over a hundred years in dismembering

and devouring Islam. In recent decades, not only in the

Balkans, but in Northern Africa and Asia, this com

petition of greediness has brought Europe to the preci

pice again and again. As this devouring process

approached the center of the Ottoman Empire, the

rivalry was the more intensive, for Constantinople oc

cupies a position of incalculable strategic importance

as the bridge between Europe and Asia, and the chan

nel between the Black and Mediterranean Seas. To

secure this cross-roads has been the traditional ambi

tion of Russia. For it she has fought war after war,

always to be thwarted by Britain, eternally working to

protect her communications with the East. With the

advent of Germany as an imperialist power with East

ern ambitions, all Europe can be considered as driving

to this one focus. It was not unimportant that each of

the Balkan States as well, regarded the possession of

Constantinople as the first of its ambitions. Under these

circumstances, trouble was inevitable. Mr. Gibbons'

discussion of the matter is full and conservative. He

insists that Constantinople be treated as a principle,

and not as a pawn. He makes us remember, too, that

the Turks cannot be disregarded as to their rights or

their power. The same principle of self-determination

which is to apply to Arabs, Armenians or Syrians, has

its equal application to the Turks themselves. In other

words, it is only by removing Constantinople and the

remains of the Ottoman Empire from the field of in

ternational rivalry, by supplanting cupidity with demo

cratic justice, that this problem can cease to menace

the peace of Europe.

Mr. Gibbons, in discussing " Italy and the Balance of

Power in the Balkans," comes face to face with the

question of irredentism. There is endless confusion in

the minds of Europeans and Americans alike, regarding

the justification of nationalist ambitions. It is well to

understand that little nations can be, and are, as

greedy, unscrupulous, and oppressive as any of the

large ones. Irredentism is a historical product, a re

crudescence of ancient territorial pride, a kind of aspira

tion that merely complicates and makes trouble. The

New Europe is to be settled on a modern basis. Racial

affinities have undoubtedly to play their part, and are

deserving of respect, but the modern world is shaped

by great economic forces, and these are of at least equal

importance with historical sentiment Mr. Gibbons is

to be commended for his sound common sense, his great

knowledge, and his unvarying application of demo

cratic principles.

Rural Journalism

The Country Weekly. By Phil C Bing. Published by D.

Appleton & Co., New York. Price $2.00.

The trouble of the country weekly is that the un

fortunate editor must be something of everything in

the newspaper game. His difficulties are not exag

gerated by Professor Bing when he says his duties

comprise, " news gathering and news writing ; type

setting or the superintendence of it; copyreading,

proofreading, makeup or the superintendence of it;

press work, estimating and sometimes setting up and

running off job work; soliciting, estimating and writ

ing advertising; soliciting subscriptions; mailing

papers, writing editorials; bookkeeping; collecting

bills, and operating a cost system." On top of this

he has social activities which can be neglected only

at his peril!

Bearing in mind all this, Mr. Bing has prepared a

manual for the rural journalist. Very wisely, em

phasis is laid on the need of a reliable cost system in

country newspaper offices, and actual filled-in forms

from a country shop are reproduced and discussed to

make the explanation clear. " The Country Weekly "

is a businesslike book, which covers its field thor

oughly. It will help the wide-awake country jour

nalist to be master of his multifarious duties and make

his journal a more vital, community-serving thing.

Where Reform Still Lags

The County. By H. S. Gilbertson. Published by the Na

tional Short Ballot Organization, New York. Price $2.00 net.

Time was when city governments in the United States

were the most conspicuous examples of a failure falsely

attributed to democracy. Fortunately for the cities, this

is no longer true. The commission-manager system to

gether with the initiative, referendum, recall, the short

ballot, preferential vote, and proportional representa

tion, are giving the cities more democratic government,

fairly representative of the intelligence and morality of

the electorates. The county governments, however, re

main for the most part unreformed. They are not and

have never been as conspicuous to the outside world as

the big cities, and their shortcomings have not received

attention outside of their jurisdiction. Consequently,

there has been no widespread movement for radical

changes in regard to them. A long list of elective of

ficers still befuddles the voter. The long ballot is an

effective device to make the voter believe that he enjoys

democracy when in fact he has nothing of the kind. So

now the County has become what the City once was—a

horrible example of American misgovernment.

In his book Mr. Gilbertson makes all this clear. He

shows how poorly the county governments perform

their functions. He explains the causes and presents

the remedy. Counties as well as cities need commis

sion-manager government subject to the usual demo-

ratic checks. Like the cities, counties must have home-

rule including the right to frame their own charters.

As an example of practical steps in this direction, the

county home-rule provision of the California constitu

tion is reproduced as an appendix, and also the home-

rule charter adopted by Los Angeles County.

The book is one that should be circulated wherever

county misgovernment is worrying the citizens—that is,

almost universally in the United States.

S. D.
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PERIODICALS

The Single Tax Review. Published at 150 Nassau Street, New

York. Yearly subscription, $1.00; single copies, 25 cents.

The January-February issue o£ The Single Tax Re

view presents that magazine in a new dress, and a size

and shape more in conformity with prevailing magazine

style. A change in its policy is expressed in an an

nouncement, that henceforth it is to be an organ of in

dependent political party action by Singletaxers wher

ever possible. The issue contains the usual number of

interesting propaganda articles, comments on current

events and news of the movement.

BOOKS RECEIVED

The Fetishism of Liberty. By Harry Waton.

Published by The Marxian Philosophical Society,

New York. (Booklet.)

Theories of Social Progress. By Arthur James

Todd, professor of sociology, University of Minne

sota. Published by The Macmillan Co., New York.

Price $2.25.

The Great Modem French Stories. Edited by

Willard Huntington Wright. Published by Boni and

Liveright, Inc., New York. Price $1.50.

My Uncle Benjamin. By Claude Tillier. Pub

lished by Boni and Liveright, Inc., New York. Price

$1.60 net.

A Family of Noblemen. By M. Y. Saltykov. Pub

lished by Boni and Liveright, Inc., New York. Price

$1.50 net.

Dreams and Images. An Anthology of Catholic

Poets. Edited by Joyce Kilmer. Published by Boni

and Liveright, Inc., New York.

The Crime of Sylvester Bonnard. By Anatole

France. Published by Boni and Liveright, Inc., New

York. Price 60 cents.

The War in the Air. By H. G. Wells. Published

by Boni and Liveright, Inc., New York. Price 60

cents.

NEWS OF THE WEEK

Week Ending February 26

Congressional Doings

The Railroad Control Bill, with the amendment pro

viding for return to owners within eighteen months

after conclusion of peace, passed the Senate without

roll call on February 22. Progressives, led by Senator

Johnson of California and Cummins of Iowa, made an

effort to eliminate the amendment and to reduce by

$200,000,000 the compensation of $945,000,000 provided

for the owners. Johnson's proposal for indefinite Gov

ernment control was defeated on February 21 by a

vote of 61 to 10. Those supporting Johnson were

Ashurst of Arizona, Gronna of North Dakota, Kenyon

of Iowa, Kirby of Arkansas, Johnson of South Dakota,

Norris of Nebraska, Phelan of California and Poin-

dextcr and Jones of Washington. Senator Cummins'

proposal to reduce compensation was defeated by 52

to 23. Those .supporting Cummins were Ashurst of

Arizona, Gore of Oklahoma, Hardwick of Georgia,

Henderson of Nevada, Hitchcock of Nebraska, Hollis

of New Hampshire, Johnson of South Dakota, Ken-

drick of Wyoming, King of Utah, Kirby of Arkansas,

Reed of Missouri, Thomas of Colorado, Trammell of

Florida, Vardaman of Mississippi, Gronna of North

Dakota, Johnson of California, Jones of Washington,

Kenyon of Iowa, McNally of Oregon, Norris of Ne

braska, Sutherland of Utah and Townsend of Michigan.

[See current volume, page 248.]

* *

The Senate Finance Committee reported favorably

on February 21 the War Finance Corporation Bill,

which provides a fund of $500,000,000 to loan to war

industries. The Overman Bill, empowering the Presi

dent to make whatever changes he sees fit in govern

mental departments, was amended in the Sub-commit

tee of the Committee on Judiciary so as to make sure

that no new powers are conferred on the President.

As drawn the bill declared the President "authorized

and empowered " to make changes desired. As amended

he is only " authorized."

Pullman Wage Conditions

A plea for continuance of the tipping system on Pull

man cars was made to the Railroad Wage Commission

on February 25 by L. S. Hungerford, general manager

of the Pullman Company, and L. S. Taylor, Controller.

Mr. Hungerford declared that as long as tipping ex

isted elsewhere it must be allowed on Pullmans. He

said that while porters are paid from $30 to $50 a

month on trains where tips are given, on troop trains

they receive $75. In answer to a question, he admitted

that the larger salary on troop trains was due to lesser

tipping ability of soldiers. A. L. Rhoades, a Pullman

conductor, said conductors must work long hours, are

not allowed to sleep on duty, are under heavy expenses

on the road, in addition to maintaining their families,

and their salary after six years' service is $99 a

month. Beginners get $70 a month.

The Stockyards Investigation

Nelson Morris, head of Morris and Co., meat pack

ers, appeared before Judge Alschuler, wage arbitra

tor, on February 19. His concern keeps a welfare

and benevolent department, and yet, he said, many

employes refused to participate. The men care more

for the present than the future. His employes are

guaranteed a minimum of forty hours' employment a

week. The men are paid as high wages as men of the

same class in other industries. He favors equal pay

for women and men doing the same work He op

posed the eight-hour day, saying that the ten-hour

day is better adapted to conditions in the packing in

dustry. Since the Government assumed control of

operations profits have fallen fifty per cent. Dealings

with labor unions had been unsatisfactory. He took

issue with Frank P. Walsh, attorney for the men, de

claring that $1,288 was too high as a fair budget for

a working man's family of five. He thought about

$800 the proper figure. Two pairs of shoes a year for

each individual, instead of three as figured by Mr.

Walsh, he considered enough. He also thought that
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Mr. Walsh's budget allowed too much for carfare,

sugar and other items. Three times a year he holds

enough for attendance at a theater. He declared Mr.

Walsh's budget far in excess of what a majority of

working men's families live upon. Under cross-exam

ination he had to admit that he himself spent far more

and indulged himself to a far greater extent than he

had declared necessary for working men. In reply

to Mr. Walsh, James C. Condon, counsel for the pack

ers, declared that the Government estimate of $1,288

as a fair budget was based on cost of food, rent and

clothing in the District of Columbia. He intimated

that pro-German propaganda is responsible for the

labor troubles in the packing plants and elsewhere.

[See current volume, page 249.]

Judge Alschuler made a personal investigation of

living conditions in the district "back of the yards,"

where most of the laborers live. Twelve homes were

visited; five were selected by a labor organizer, four

by the welfare workers employed by the packers and

the rest chosen at random. Judge Alschuler was re

ported to have said afterwards:

Some of these conditions are terrible. There is

no doubt about it at all, such homes should not be

permitted to exist.

Do you suppose if there were an increase in wages

those people would get better living conditions? The

homes are there. Even if the workers got more

money, so long as those homes remained standing

somebody would have to occupy them.

At the first four homes visited were reported to be

" ragged children, dark, unsanitary, pest-ridden rooms

and foodless kitchens." In some places visited young

children were left alone, the mothers being at work.

At the home where conditions were found most fa

vorable, a Polish woman testified that her husband

earned $16 a week, and that they were not prepared

for such contingencies as sickness or other misfortune.

Rents ranged from $6.50 a month for two rooms to

$12 a month for four rooms. In one home, in a base

ment, there were seven children, ranging in age from

fourteen months to eight years. Both parents were

at work. The children were wretchedly clad. There

was scarcely any food. In the window was a food

conservation card : " Don't Waste Food." In one home

selected by the packers' welfare workers the man was

said to own his home. He still owed $3,000 on it,

however. With $40 a month coming in from lodgers, in

addition to his wages of $16.50 a week, he is scarcely

able to keep up his payments. What is described as

a typical home in Packingtown was one composed of

two rooms and a pantry, occupied by a laborer, his

wife and four children. The man has worked fifteen

years in the yards, and has nothing to show for his

labor but a broken down physique. During that time

he earned from $10 to $18 a week. The larger amount

was the result of a week's work of sixteen hours a

day. He is now out of work, his oldest child, aged

seven, cannot go to school for lack of shoes, and he

has no money to pay the $6 rent bill coming due. It

developed that although the production of meat is the

occupation of workers in this district, in most of the

homes the principal food is a substitute for meat made

of flour.

Elbert Beeman, in charge of employes' welfare

work for Wilson and Co., testified on February 23.

He placed the blame for the poverty and misery of

the workers upon the saloon. He said the workers

spent $4,500,000 a year for drink. Other witnesses

for the packers told of the pension systems kept up

by them and how they sent women employes to sum

mer resorts during the heated term. One witness for

Armour and Co. said that she had an emergency fund

at her disposal to help in cases of sickness or trouble.

The firm keeps a summer vacation camp for women

employes at Round Lake, where each visitor may stay

two weeks at half pay. Similar evidence was given

by welfare witnesses for other firms.

Soldiers Land Settlement in Queensland

Queensland, Australia, has adopted a plan for set

tlement of returned soldiers on the land. The land

set apart for the purpose is to be held under per

petual lease. The soldiers taking it up will pay no

rent for the first three years, then for the next

twelve years they will pay a rental of V/i per cent

of capital value, and after that the annual rent for

each succeeding fifteen years will be determined by

the Rent Court. For the first ten years the holding

may not be transferred except to another returned

soldier. Settlers may borrow to the extent of £500

from the Queensland Government Savings Bank to

make improvements. Civilian settlers are to have the

same rights but must pay 5 per cent on loans, while

the soldier need pay but 3l/t per cent for the first

year and an increase of }4 per cent for each succeed

ing year until the rate reaches 5 per cent. The Gov

ernment also maintains a training farm where settlers

get a working knowledge of farming before going

on to their holdings, and where they receive £2 a week

wages.

Russia

The unexpected and decisive movement of the Ger

man forces appears to have overawed the Russian

Government. No resistance has been offered by the

army, which either retreated before the enemy or sur

rendered unconditionally. The Executive Committee

of the Pan-Soviet Congress, on the advice of Pre

mier Lenine and Foreign Minister Trotzky, accepted

the German terms of peace by a vote of 126 to 85,

with 26 not voting. These terms are said to take

from Russia 381,000 square miles of territory and

50,000,000 people, together with the Baltic ports. It

is assumed that acceptance of the German terms will

end the war in the Ukraine, where the Roumanians

have recently made common cause with the Ukrain

ians against the Bolsheviki. It is announced from

Petrograd that the Bolshevik forces have captured

from the Cossacks the important city of Rostov, near

the Sea of Azov. [See current volume, page 250.]
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Discussion of the German peace imposed upon Russia

brings out many opinions. The Bolsheviki accept them

stoically as " enabling us to prepare a decisive resist

ance to the bourgeois and imperialism. The proletariat

of the whole world will come to our aid. Then we

shall renew the fight." The Social Revolutionary mem

bers of the Soviet opposed acceptance of the terms,

and insisted upon the immediate assembling of a new

constituent assembly to pass upon them. Foreign Min

ister Trotzky says these events will arouse the German

workingmen. Reports from London say the people are

unaffected. The Russian collapse had long been antici

pated. The Vienna Arbeiter Zeitung calls it a " Pyrrhic

victory," and says it postpones peace because " im

perialism has resumed the leadership of the German

Empire, and no power among the German people seems

willing or able to withstand it." The Allied and

American ambassadors have decided to remain in

Petrograd for the present.

European War

The German forces in the East have continued to

advance on their entire front from the Gulf of Fin

land to the Galician border. Reval, the naval base on

the Gulf of Finland, 230 miles from Petrograd,

has been taken ; Dorpat, a city of 45,000, in Cen

tral Livonia, and Pskov, about 160 miles southwest

of Petrograd, are reported taken by Berlin. Large

numbers of prisoners and quantities of supplies are

reported. Russia is offering little or no resistance.

Other military operations in Europe have been con

fined to artillery action, trench raiding and airplane

contests. In Asia the Turks are reported to be ham

pering the Russians on the Black Sea coast, west of

Trebizond. In Palestine the British have taken Jericho,

one of the main Turkish positions, and now control

the country from the Dead Sea to the Mediterranean.

The Arabs are reported to be vigorously attacking the

Turks east of the Dead Sea. [See current volume

page 250.]

* *

The peace terms demanded by the Central Powers

on the 23d are reported to include demobilization of

the Russian Army and fleet, and complete disposal by

Central Powers of Baltic provinces, Lithuania, Poland

and the Ukraine. Commercial concessions are de

manded, including free export without tariff of ores.

After Russian demobilization Germany will evacuate

occupied Russian territory east of the provinces re

linquished by Russia. Russia must conclude peace

with the Ukraine, and must immediately withdraw

Bolshevik troops and Red Guards from Finland.

" Russia promises to put an end to every propaganda

and agitation, either on the part of the government

or on the part of persons supported by the govern

ment, against members of the Quadruple Alliance and

their political and military institutions, even in locali

ties occupied by the Central Powers." These terms

were to be accepted within forty-eight hours. Pre

mier Lenine and Foreign Minister Trotzky accepted

the German terms on the 24th. It is announced that

Russia will send a delegation immediately to Brest-

Litovsk.

British losses from mines and submarines during

the week were 12 ships over 1,600 tons, and 3 under

that tonnage. The number of vessels arriving at Brit

ish ports was 2,322 and the number departing, 2,393.

Allied shipping interests estimate that their available

tonnage reached the lowest mark February 1, and they

believe the amount will increase from now on.

Treaties between the United States and Great Brit

ain and between the United States and Canada, gov

erning the application of the draft to citizens of each

country residing in the other, have been signed by

Secretary Lansing and Earl Reading, British High

Commissioner and Special Ambassador to the United

States. The treaties, which were sent to the Senate

on the 19th provide that the United States may apply

the draft law to British subjects and Canadians living

in this country who are between the ages of twenty

and forty-five, the British draft limits, while Great

Britain and Canada may draft United States citizens

residing in those countries who are between twenty-

one and thirty-one years old. Estimates place the num

ber of Britishers in this country, subject to draft, at

250,000, and the number of Canadians at 60,000.

Americans of draft age in England are put at 18,000,

and in Canada at 36,000.

NOTES

—Saskatchewan grain growers in convention assem

bled have again demanded the repeal of all import

duties on farm implements and machinery.

—David Baird of Camden was appointed by Governor

Edge of New Jersey on February 23 as United States

Senator to fill the vacancy caused by death of Senator

Hughes. Mr. Baird is a Republican.

—At a mass meeting of citizens of Easton, Md., on

February 4, presided over by the Mayor, resolutions

were adopted instructing the City Council to adopt an

ordinance putting all local taxes on land values.

—After refusal of the Wisconsin Legislature to give

him power to appoint a successor to the late United

States Senator Paul Husting, Governor Philipp on

February 22 called a special election to be held on

April 2 to fill the vacancy.

—The net gold imports for 1917, says the Federal

Reserve Board, amounted to $181,542,000, compared

with $529,952,000 for 1916, and $420,529,000 for 1915.

The net gain in gold imports since August 1, 1914, was

$1,050,785,000.

—The Montana Senate adopted on February 19 the

House resolution ratifying the Federal Prohibition

amendment and Governor Stewart signed it on the 21st.

Montana thus becomes the seventh State to take such

action.



March 2, 1918 283The Public

—By proclamation President Wilson on February 23

fixed the price of wheat at $2.28 a bushel in New York

City. Lower prices are to be paid in points further

west. The minimum of $2 a bushel is to prevail from

Salt Lake City westward.

—Norway, because of the scarcity of small silver

change, has put into circulation 20,000 crowns worth

of 1-crown notes, 26.8 cents United States currency at

normal exchange, and expects to add to this amount

as needed. Only 20 crowns are legal tender in a single

payment.

—The Red Cross liner Florizel went on the rocks

off Cape Race, Newfoundland, in a storm on the night

of the 24th. Owing to the heavy sea and the rugged

shore only 44 of the 136 persons on board were saved.

The four children and ten of the twelve women on

board were lost. Great heroism was displayed by the

crew of the Prospero in the work of rescue.

—An appeal to refrain from building of new houses

was issued to the public by Secretary McAdoo on

February 5. " House building is an excellent thing in

normal times," his appeal states, "but at present unless

there is a real shortage of houses for war workers, I

strongly advise that materials, valuable labor and

credit be not utilized for this purpose. Whether houses

should be built should be determined by the urgency

of the need."

—Announcement was made on February 20 that the

Federal Government had taken over on January 1 the

Hudson and Manhattan Railroad Company's tubes un

der the North River between New York and New

Jersey. These tubes were constructed by Secretary

McAdoo and he was president 'of the company at the

time he became Secretary of the Treasury. The an

nouncement caused an increase in price of the com

pany's bonds.

—Compulsory rationing of meat, butter and mar

garine, applying to all, from king down, began in

London on the 25th. In four weeks meat rationing will

become general throughout the country, and four or

five weeks later a national rationing scheme that can be

applied as necessity arises will be operative. No one in

the London district can buy butter, margarine or meat

without a card. The weekly allowance of meat per

person is one and a quarter pounds, and for children

under ten years, ten ounces. The butter or margarine

ration is four ounces per person weekly.

BY LAJPAT RAI

ENGLAND'S DEBT

TO INDIA

An important work on Britain's fiscal policy in India.

Valuable to students of colonial government. $2.00 net

B. W. Huebsch Publisher New York
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Soon or Late it Comes!

 

Some foods that w« eat. If hermetically
scaled in a thin glass retort as pictured,
would literally explode—no wonder

we're half sick most of the timet

Soon or late we have to pay for the crimes we

commit against our stomachs. The trouble may

6tart with only an occasional gnawing in the

stomach or sourness or heaviness after meals, but

before we know it, more serious ailments are upon

us! 90% of all sickness is due to our wrong eating

habits. For nearly every malady originates in the

stomach or intestinal tract—brought on by un

natural and injurious eating.

We eat without any thought of the particular

food requirements of our age, our occupation and

the climate we live in. But WORSE, we eat with

out any thought of the relation one food has to

another when eaten at the same time.

Some Foods Explode!

All foods are simply combinations of chemical elements. We know that

we can't mix certain chemicals without having trouble. Yet we com

bine chemically opposed foods at every meal. These inharmonious

food combinations literally explode in the stomach, liberating toxins which

are absorbed by the blood and form the root for nearly all sickness, the first

indications of which are stomach acidity, fermentation, gas and constipation

and many other sympathetic ills leading to disastrous consequences.

Eat for Health and Vitality!

In his "24 Little Lesso rs in Corrective Eating," Eugene Christian, the noted Food
Scientist, expl ins your individual food needs. He specifies for you, too, the food

combinations that send energy into your system
instead of poison. There is an amazing difference
when you follow the correct natural principle in
eating. Even with the third or fourth day you

notice the delightful

 

!

Do You Know

What foods build fat?
What causes fermentation?
What produces acid stomach?
What foods cause nervousness?
What makes your liver com

plain?
How vegetables should be eaten?

How much starch your system
requires?

What causes constipation and
how to avoid it?

When water is beneficial; when
it is injurious?

How many different things you
should eat at a meal?

Why some foods literally ex
plode in your stomach?

What combinations of food
form poisons in the body?

What is one great cause of rheu
matism, gout and lumbago?

How foods establish health by
removing the causes of
disease?

What to eat and what to omit
for stomach and intestinal

How to select the foods to keep
you warm in winter and cool
in summer?

These are only a few of the
many questions, vital to

^ health, answered in the "Lit
tle T

Littl©

sons in

Corrective

Eating

with Menus

3>

results. You enjoy
your food more; you
sleep better; you go
after your daily work
with greater enthu-

Eugene Christian

The noted New York
Food Specialist. Has
treated over 13.000
cases of stomach and
Intestinal disorders.

I ., .11 his study of
foods, their properties
and different effects
upon the human sys
tem 20 yean ago,
when acute stomach
and intestinal trouble
had him at death's
door. Literally, ate
his way back to per
fect health, without
the use of drugs or

See Them FREE ! 4

Send no money. Simply mail the
coupon. The Lessons will be sent
to you for £our own frce exa™i"

actual menus for breakfast,
luncheon and dinner, cura
tive as well as corrective.

covering every condition of health and sickness from

* Correc-

tffeEatidg

infancy to old age, and for all occupations, climates JT Society
and seasons. No special foods required. No fuss ♦ Dept. 34IB
or bother. Send for the Lessons todayl 443 Fourth Ave.

* 1 »T if New York City

Send NO Money / Youmaysendmepre-

Just mail the coupon or copy it on a sr paidacopyof Corrective
letter or postcard and the Lessons will be j** Eating in 24 lessons. I will
sent you for free examination. If you ♦ either remail them to you
donotwish to keep theLessons simply w;ihin five davi iftpr rnonmtmail them back to us and you will «T Wlini.n n\c aa\s alter receipt

owe nothing. If you dedde to keep 4
the Lessons, remit the small fee ♦
of fj asked. Send today. a*

>

Corrective Eating Society > Address
Dept. 3113. 1-13 Fourth Ave. JT

New York Gtj jT City

4f or send you $3.

Name .

. State.
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Cerotype Your

Stationery

What does that mean?

JUST THIS—Make your station

ery attractive, distinctive and

impressive, without going to the

high cost of engraving.

Cerotype printing is a method of

producing engraved stationery at

low cost, and for elegance and dig

nity of appearance, this method is

unexcelled.

Write for samples of Cerotype work

and prices on your letterheads, bill

heads, checks and other stationery.

Frank McLees & Brothers

2 Duane Street New York

DO YOU KNOW

That The Public is read by

18,000 discriminating readers—

enough to go a long way towards

making a success of any product

or book?

It will help your business to ad

vertise in this or a larger space.

The Public's present low rates

increase on April 1st.

Advertising Department

122 East 37th Street, New York

Do You Want a Representa

tive in South America ?

Wanted: Representation, management, or agency of

firm or company that desires to extend trade to

South American Markets.
References: Personal, commercial, and bankers—to

complete satisfaction.
Nationality: British.
Experience: 13 years successful commercial work, In-

eluding Introduction of trade mark goods, also
articles of general use or consumption to markets
of Argentine, Uruguay, Paraguay, Bolivia, and
Southern Brazil (Rio de Janeiro to Rio Grande del
Sul).

Speaks: English, Spanish and Portuguese.

Address " SOUTH AMERICA "

THE PUBLIC

122 East 37th Street, NEW YORK

5,000 New Subscriptions

From Liberal Women

Who Read

Hon. Champ Clark the

other day said that he had

been a woman suffragist

ever since he " got the hang

of the Declaration of Inde

pendence." That is the way

with Liberal Women—as

soon as they get the hang of

The Public, they look for

it every week and tell their

friends about it. We are

planning a campaign to put

5,000 women, liberal lead

ers in their communities, on

our subscription list in

April.

Some workers will want

to get a flying start by using

this coupon now.

r

THE PUBLIC,

122 East 37th Street,

New York.

Enclosed find $2 for which send Thb Public for

Six Months to the three new subscribers herewith.

LEARN *°°P;

estive Therapeutics

of essentials which may be com
pleted at home in 180 hours. Concise,

definite and practical. Well adapted for use of physicians.
For full particulars, address, D.pt OHZ, Wdtner IartiM*, Nmdi, Ma.

Xame . .

Address

Single subscriptions, six months, St.
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Advertitement Advertisement

Allied Peopled League

POLICY

OR IECT The ALL,lEP PEOPLE'S LEAGUE,
UDtluv M. now organizing among civilians and

soldiers for the purpose of putting the tax burden of the

war on public resources and of winning the world over to

the practice of true republican principle, states this

POLICY in the hope of securing the co-operation of every

believer in these things.

We hold that God made for all men

all coal, ore, oil, timber, water power,

farm and city land, and that, to make these resources as

nearly as possible of equal benefit to all citizens, the state

should have as its only rightful income their full annual

rent value, wherewith to pay for all public expenses, de

sirable betterments and, especially at this time, for war

costs.

JUSTICE, LAW, ORDER wnha01*

every idea of state for which men give life or labor calls for

the absolute and universal recognition of this POLICY.

For, without the intelligent and united interest of all the

people in progressive measures and without the unques

tioned control which only the state can effect over educa

tion, commerce, banking, inventions and pubUc utilities,

such as roadways, railroads, telegraph and shipping, the

natural resources of the people could not have grown into

the mighty sources of wealth that they have now become.

When everyone pays fair value to the state for use of land

in every form, there will be no taxes on food, clothes,

houses, tools and working capital, which now, without

right or reason, weigh down upon the people, blinding

them to their own interests, and raising the cost of living

outrageously. This goes on continually while profits and

usury of fast increasing and enormous magnitude, realized

from actual public resources, flow to the pockets of a few

who have special advantages in the present laws of every

country. The whole people would take, in land rent,

merely what the whole people make and no more. Then

what every man created would be his and his alone, and

unjust conditions in many industries and between capital

and labor would at once cease. Free trade between free

nations would follow with consequent common advan

tages by and between them, giving absolute assurance of

permanent defensive safeguards against common enemies

WAR'S CAUSE AND CURE Jj

that systematic robbery based on class land control is the

secret enslaving power that lies in Prussianism, which now

has all Central Europe in its bloody grasp—to the peril of

all other nations on earth—and that, if the Allies can be

induced at this time to favor this people's POLICY, then,

not only would they be able to open up vast new power and

resource in support of their own cause, but they would

also be able to drive a mighty wedge between land-fat

junkers and landless people in Germany, especially Prus

sia. This would mean even more than battles won, it

would mean lives saved and years of progress gained for

ALL the people concerned in the war.

PI AN Lists of names of all who respond to this

* advertisement are sent to some one re

spondent in each village, town or city school district, from

which responses come. These persons then organize neigh

borhood clubs. Each club is organized to represent all

community interests and to establish the people's voice

and power in all public matters by dividing working ac

tivities among such groups of members as are best fitted

for caring for defense and war preparation,—library,

schools and education,—recreation, sports and pastimes,—

co-operative purchase, investment and insurance,—build-

ng, caretaking and town planning. These groups organize

separately into state, national and international branches

of the League, each branch permanently acting for one

special interest of the whole as need arises. Permanent

organization of the League will be established in each

country by correspondence, delegates from each district

co-operating to eftect a head in each capital or most central

city.

Since the work of the League consists primarily in equal

izing the use of natural resources to all workers and to the

owners of industrial machinery, it follows that, to be a

power for good, the League must prove its PLAN to be

increasingly successful to all adherents. It can do this

by establishing a profit-sharing system of manufacture and

trade that will unite the interests of workers, capitalists

and consumers in supplying all of the common needs of

its members and the public. This cannot be done at

once, but, soon co-operative buying will be established

with such manufacturers as encourage and support this

POLICY, so utilizing trade already established, to interest

and ally many workers in many lands in this League of

the people.

In view of the foregoing plan, it is apparent that the

building of a city of THE NEW FREEDOM will lie closer

to the hearts and needs of many people than could any

thing else at this time. It would establish desirable head

quarters for the League. It would lead in general civic

reform, strengthening every good and great educational

movement looking toward justice and better law, order

and health. Suggestions are wanted now, while govern

ment aid is being sought to establish in some appropriate

place the making of munitions and war supplies as a begin

ning for this city. Profitable business is always to be had
from the government—if tl e people demand it. City land

rent, due to the existence of wonderful world-belting public

utilities, in which every important city shares, is more

productive of wealth than gold mines ever were. This is

the real pvblic treasury, which the new city will have.

Great opportunities wait—only action is required to bring

about this one event.

P| p A Everybody can help in this work.
A Lil-A IDEAL REPUBLIC exists, not in an

The

any one

place, but in the hearts of men. Government can reflect

this ideal only in law. But higher than law is knowledge;

or the education which every man gets at the hands of his

fellows. Today nations are being shaken to their very

foundations, but all troubles can be settled—even neglect

in regard to land—ifthe little republic ofeveryone'sneigh

borhood once takes hold. Soldiers of The Republic will

work, as they fight, for a free earth. Their opinion in

favor of the OBJECT and POLICY of the League will

exert a mighty influence both abroad and at home. Re

sultant organization and action in concert will strengthen

the allied cause and exist, for all time, as a democratic

bulwark of defense among all free peoples.

Believing that funds, to be used only for the spread of

this advertisement of the people's need and the people's

plan, will be gladly given and that it will spread far enough

in the time set to accomplish its OBJECT and also help

mightily in the Allied Cause this Spring we ask everyone

interested to contribute 10 cents or more, bat not later

than July 1st, 1918, it being understood by all concerned

that all receipts shall be accounted for and, if possible,

returned with interest when industrial work is fully or

ganized and profit-sharing established.

In answering please give name, address (also if with

colors, home address), amount sent and name of paper

publishing.

Address ALLIED PEOPLE'S LEAGUE

Preliminary Organization, Care WILLIAM DRUMMOND

19 South La Salle Street CHICAGO, U. S. A.
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The Soul of Democracy

By EDWARD HOWARD GRIGGS

THE astounding anomaly of modern civilization—the

failure to apply to nations the moral laws universally

recognized as binding to individuals, is one of the things

the world-war is changing. Secret, deceitful diplomacy has

had its day. In " The Soul of Democracy," Mr. Griggs dis

cusses this and a wide range of world-problems that the war

has projected.

Always with the war as the background—as a new start

ing point in history—the reader gets the outline of a world

that is coming after the present hour of sacrifice, and when

true democracy, victorious over dwarfing, vicious paternal

ism, has secured its footing and found its soul.

Contents: The world tragedy, The conflict of ideas in the war,

The ideas for which the allied nations fight, Moral standards and

the moral order, The present state of international relations, The

ethics of international relationship, America's duty in interna

tional relations, The gospel and the superstition of non-resistance,

Preparedness for self-defense, Reconstruction from the war, The

war and education, Socialism and the war, The war and feminism,

The transformation of democracy, Democracy and education,

Menaces of democracy, The dilemma of democracy, Paternalism

versus democracy, The solution for democracy, Training for

moral leadership, Democracy and sacrifice, The hour of sacrifice.

" Mr. Griggs begins with the ordinary cultivated man's

stock of ideas, and projects into it the lessons of world-

change. It is the sudden illuminating flash of insight dis

closing obscured significances in the spiritual no-man's land

of war; it is the sure guidance of one who has explored the

region where moral and social readjustment must take place :

that gives this book its charm and value."

—The Public, Feb. 23.

Price, $1.25 Postpaid

THE PUBLIC fSFMISraigH NEW YORK


