THE
PUBLIC

A Journal of Democmcy

April 5, 1919

The Socializing of Education
Charlotte Perkins Gilman

How to Survive the Newspaﬁers

Education and Green Peas
James H. Dillard

Published Weekly in New York, N. Y.
Ten Cents a Copy, Two Dollars a Year




The Public

Twenty-second Year

The
Stratfmd Imunal

A Magazine of International Literature

Rated by the ‘‘Boston Transcript’
as the best literary magazine
in America

Send for our Special Book Premium to subscribers
Published monthly $3.00 a_year

THE STRATFORD CO., Publishers

BOSTON, MASS.

ro understand WORLD POLITICS read:

The Aims of Labour by Arthur Henderson, M. P.
($1.00).

reland: A Study in Nationalism by Francis Hackett.
($2.00).

ean Jaurés by Margaret Pease. ($1.00).
{ow Diplomats Make War by Francis Neilson. ($1.50).
{oung India by Lajpat Rai. ($1.50).

. W. HUEBSCH  Publiskr NEW YORK

PAX ECONOMICA
by

HENRI LAMBERT
of Charleroi, Belgium

Titular Member of the Societe d’Economie
Politique, of Paris, and one of the great-
est living authorities on Free Trade

This book includes M. Lambert’s best es-
says and an outline of a Treaty of Eco-
nomic Peace.

Third edition (paper), 75 cents, postpaid

THE HENRY GEORGE BOOK SHOP
122 East 37th Street New York

WANTED: Printer and machine operator, not too high
riced, for ' country ” office, In most delightful place to live
1 south. Address Courfer, Fairhope (8ingle Tax Colony), Ala.

The Public

A Journal of Democracy

April 5, 1919

Contents
Editorial Notes ..................... 389
Politics and Peace ................... 341
The Soldier and the Future ............ 342
Education a National Duty ............ 343
British Labor Aroused ............... 848
How to Survive the Newspapers......... 844
Education and Green Peas, James H.
Dillard ........................... 345
The Plight of the Pedagogue in New York
State, S. Daniel House ............. 346
The Socializing of Education, Charlotte
Perkins Gilman ................... 848
The Value of Music in Americanizing the
Alien, Mary Louise Townsend . ... .... 349
Current Thought .................... 850
Books ............coiiiiiiiii,, 352
News oottt iiioenncnnennns 358

Founded ond Ndited, 1898-1918, by Lovis ¥. Post and
Avnics TEACHER Posr

Bpiros: STOUGHTON COOLEY
LITRRARY AND Naws Eprrox: 8. C. HBY

< PUBLISHER AND MaNi¢ing EpiToR: STANLEY BOWMAR

Published Weekly by
THS PUBLIC PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC.
122 Bast Thirty-seventh Street, New York City

Single Copy, Ten Cents Yearly Subecription, $2.00
Canadian, $2.60 Foreign, $8.00

Bntered as Second-Class Matter January 11, 1917, at the
Post Ofice at New York, N, Y., under the Act of March 8, 1879

OSCAR " GEIGER

WHOLBESALE FURRIER

SWnet 87V STnhaar
HEAR §TY AVENVE

PRLEPHON
SV 88ve

New YORK




THE
PUBLIC

A Journal of Democracy

Volume XXII

New York, N. Y., April 5, 1919

Number 1096

ARELY have wiser words been uttered
than those of Stanwood Menken, former
president of the National Security League,
while outlining a program to the members. “ We
must advocate the restoration of free speech
in the United States,” he said ; ‘ we must enlist
an army of men—including discharged soldiers
and sailors—to preach Americanism on the
street cormers, and meet the Bolsheviki at their
own game.” This is sound advice. Either Bol-
shevism can be answered or it cannot. If it can
be answered it should be; if it cannot be an-
swered it must be true, and America along with
all other countries wants the truth. Whatever
may have been the need of censorship during
the war, there is none now. Give the people
free speech and a free press, and the truth will
take care of itself. Jailing people for speaking
their minds, or keeping them from halls or
street corners for fear they will speak, does
not change their opinions. Only reason will do
that—reason in the light of liberty. Let us rea-
son together.

§¢ HERE is no Bolshevism in England

now,” said George Landsbury, editor
of the London Daily Herald and one of the best
posted men on radical thought in England,
“ and there will be no Bolshevism to be feared,
no matter how the rest of the world may go.”
This statement from a conservative would mean
little, but coming from one of the most radical
men in the country it indicates the confidence
of the well-informed Englishman in the institu-
tions of his country. England is now reaping
the fruits of her toleration of political refu-
gees—agitators—and malcontents who have
flocked to her shores from all over the world to
air their grievances. And for the same reason

it may be said that Bolshevism will find no seri-
ous lodgment in this country. Where liberty
is there is no occasion for license. The only
manifestations that are likely to occur will be
due to over officious men who mistake arbitrary
suppression for law and order. Where all things
can be settled by ballots only the very foolish
will resort to bullets.

A DRAMATIC touch was given to the con-
vention of the American Woman Suffrage
Association at St. Louis when word was re-
ceived that the Missouri Legislature had passed
the suffrage bill. The members of the con-
vention had just been rejoicing over the report
from Paris that an amendment to the proposed
Covenant admitted women equally with men
to membership in the League of Nations. It is
to be hoped that those grave and learned Sena-
tors who denied to women the right to vote are
watching the proceedings of this gathering at
St. Louis. They need have no fear of being
bored with accounts of pink teas or with the
latest “ creation ” from Paris. Instead, they
will hear earnest discussion on election laws
and primaries in the several States, and the
best form of ballot. These women have the te-
merity to talk of having a real Australian bal-
lot, without party designations, and requiring
the exercise of some intelligence on the part of
the voter. If the Senators are not convinced
by these discussions that woman should be privi-
leged to leave her home long enough to vote,
they may be impressed by the statement that
cleven million women in the United States are
wage earners. And lastly, they might possibly
be impressed by the circumstance that the con-
vention unqualifiedly indorsed the League of

Nations.
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ELF-DETERMINATION is not alone a
question of forgjgn lands. America also
has her suppressed citizens. Not to mention
women, Negroes, Indians, who still lack the bal-
lot, there are the citizens of the District of Co-
lumbia. Residents of the capital, now approach-
ing a half-million, cannot vote either for the na-
tional or the city government. And the denial
of this right to participate in the election of
Presidents and members of Congress is a thing
they will no longer tolerate in silence. A resi-
dent of the city calls attention to the fact that
Washington sent more men to war than nine
States, and pays more revenue than sixteen
States. One might suppose that this would
qualify citizens for the right of franchise.
Property owners appear to be satisfied with the
present commission government appointed by
the President and Congress, including as it does
payment of half the expenses by the Federal
Government. It would be a return to American
principles of democracy to restore the fran-
chise to the citizens of Washington and permit
them to pay their own taxes. The claim has
been made that the present government is bet-
ter than the citizens could give themselves. But
it may be asked what right any civilized people
have to a better.government than their own.

ERHAPS the Massachusetts State Board

of Conciliation and Arbitration knows
what it is doing, but without further expla-
nation its repeated refusal to investigate the tex-
tile strike at Lawrence would seem to be well
calculated to breed Bolshevism. The New York
Evening Post editorially says: * Unresisting
and law-abiding strikers clubbed senseless by
the police; mounted policemen charging into
crowds on sidewalks; soldiers, relatives of sol-
diers, and members of the Red Cross being
called ¢ dirty foreigners’ and ¢ Bolsheviki’ by
petty officials; men sentenced to jail for
offenses which they never committed,—these
conditions now exist in Lawrence, Massachu-
setts, according to witnesses of the highest
credibility.” The fact that the State Board of
Conciliation and Arbitration refuses to in-
vestigate lends weight to this charge. Charles
G. Wood, the member of the Board who twice
introduced the resolution, has associated with
himself a mill manager from New Bedford and
a labor leader from Springfield in an attempt

to have a heart to heart talk with the manu-
facturers and strike representatives. The latest
reports are that the Mayor of Lawrence has is-
sued an order forbidding the use of any hall in
the city for the hearing. It looks as though
somebody needed Americanizing. Who?

W HATEVER may be said for and against
the proposed peace settlement, it can all
be simmered down to the alternative of a league
of nations or universal militarism. The nations
can join themselves in friendly bonds for the
adjustment of their international interests, or
they can resume the separate alliances to main-
tain the balance of power. The first means a
gradual disarmament; the second leads to still
greater armaments. The one means the de-
velopment of commerce and industry and the
healing of wounds; the other fosters distrust
and hatred, with renewed rivalry of armies and
navies. That is to say, a world loaded to the
limit of endurance, is to assume the added bur-
den of monstrous military establishments. And
the future armaments will include the manning
of the air as well as of the land and sea. The
United States naval program, involving billions
of dollars, will be put into operation if the
League of Nations fails of adoption. Great
Britain is preparing to spend other billions on
her navy. And the struggle to command the
air is just beginning. Can any thoughtful per-
son hesitate or quibble about the adoption of
the League of Nations?

NCE more has it been demonstrated that
our protective tariff should be raised. An- _
nouncement comes from London that an order
for 750,000 tons of steel rails required for re-
construction in northern France was offered to
British and American manufacturers. When
the British manufacturers got down to the bare
net cost, so the dispatch runs, with no profit
at all, they were still $6.90 per ton higher than
the price quoted by the American manufac-
turer. An order for 500,000 tons was placed
in the United States, the remaining 250,000
tons being reserved for the British. The same
dispatch states a belief that an order of $8,-
450,000 for locomotives will go to the United
States. What a stroke of good fortune that
the tariff-making power in this country should
have passed to the hands of its friends at this
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time. Mr. Fordney can restore the old tariff
duty on steel rails and save the industry from
the ruinous British competition.

EDUCTION in the price of building ma-
terials, together with the growing demand
for houses, is having its natural effect. The
price of home sites is going up. Cleveland,
Ohio, is already thrilled at the prospect. One
firm of real estate dealers boldly announces
that “a building boom is on the way; it is
sending the value of home sites skyrocketing.”
Others tell how green salesmen are making six
to ten dollars a day selling vacant lots to home
builders; and warning is served that persons
expecting to build must buy quickly as prices
are advancing rapidly. Two thousand million-
aires are in the process of making. Most of
these, we are assured, “ will be created through
the rise’in the value of their real estate.” Why
be poor? If you have a little money buy va-
cant land and let it “rise in value.” If you
have no money go into the business as a sales-
man and earn big wages by selling vacant land
to house builders. The land speculator has as
a silent partner an indulgent community that
furnishes schools, police and fire protection,
and all manner of public service, yet taxes the
land but lightly, reserving the heavy tax for
those who build upon it. Question: If house
building is stimulated and labor employed by a
reduction in the price of material, what will
be the effect of the advancing price in building
sites?
IF any one entertained the slightest doubt
as to the viciousness of the tip in place of
wages, it should be removed by the predicament
of the millionaire girls waiting upon the tables
at the Pershing club. The men wished to tip
the waitresses, but they, being millionairesses
and in “ society,” are embarrassed by the pat-
ronage. This is the thing that should be
dinned into the cars of every man, woman, and
child who accepts tips in place of regular wages
or salary. It is a relic of the past when quality
gave gratuities to their inferiors. That the tip is
recognized even now as a gratuity from a supe-
rior to an inferior is evident from the embarrass-
ment of the rich young ladies at the army can-
teen. Labor should everywhere make a stand
against the vicious custom. No man or woman

can really claim equality with others as long as
these gratuities are accepted for service. The
practice is productive of servility; it begets a
feeling of inferiority, and leads to abasing one’s
self before any one that has money to give. Itis
unbecoming an American citizen to hold out a
hand for gratuities. Those who serve are worthy
of wages, and should not be asked to beg.

N interesting experiment has been at-
tempted by the Industrial Board of the
Department of Commerce. The Board has come
to an agreement with the representatives of the
iron and steel industries on a scale of prices
of the principal products with a view to stabi-
lizing those industries and bringing them into
harmony with industry as a whole. The signifi-
cant feature of this agreement lies in the mutual
acknowledgment that wages are to remain sub-
stantially as they are. This will tend to dis-
sipate the notion held by many that there must
be a reduction of wages before there can be a
revival of industry. The universal labor un-
rest voices a demand for justice.

Politics and Peace

OLITICS is delaying the conclusion of
peace. Politics and old-world diplomacy,
which have caused so many tragedies in the
past, are yielding too slowly for the new age,
and threaten the world with an imperialistic
peace.

The chauvinists gathered at Paris have taken
full advantage of German wantonness to fan
popular passion into flaming hatred in an at-
tempt to turn a righteous victory into a greedy
triumph. This could have been overcome but
for the political situation. Lloyd George, in
striving for a spectacular triumph at the Brit-
ish elections, appealed to the baser passions of
his electorate by promising that Germany
should be made to pay the cost of the war. The
British people recognized this as a familiar cam-
paign trick, and forgot it as soon as the elec-
tion was over. But not so France and Italy.
When England set up claims for full indemnity,
France did the same and added demands for
territory to the Rhine, while Italy crept down
the eastern shore of the Adriatic.

And so the game has come to a stalemate.
The United States might have swung France
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and Italy back into line had not her own front
broken. More polities; this time, American
politics.

The Republicans had no issue to present to
the people, while the Democrats had a leader
of world prestige; hence, it was “ Anything to
beat the President.” Wilson’s name had be-
come identified with the Peace Covenant; and
so these politicians, ignorant of or indifferent
to the real European situation, opposed the
terms of peace till the French and Italian diplo-
mats were encouraged to believe America was
divided.

Wilson, Lloyd George, Clemenceau, Orlando
in a deadlock—with anarchy sweeping over
half of Europe. And all for—politics.

Down in Washington grave Senators dis-
cuss the future of the ex-Kaiser as though he
was something more than a bit of drift cast up
by the on-rushing tide of humanity; great men
in all parts of the country solemnly split legal
hairs over the wording of the Covenant—while
in Paris the future of our children and our chil-
dren’s children is in danger of being clouded
by bitterness, hate, and despair. And all be-
cause of politics and greed.

America saved the war by casting her lot on
the side of the Allies. Amcricans can save the
peace by getting behind the President in a way
to convince all people that whatever foolish-
ness we may indulge in at home we do not al-
low it to cross the border. Democracy has
been saved from its enemies ; it must not be de-
stroyed by its so-called friends. The present
crisis is the most momentous since the begin-
ning of the war. Surely we can put aside poli-
tics till we have won peace.

The Soldier and the Future

AST week New York undertook to show
what it could do in the way of a crowd,

and it gave to its famous Twenty-seventh Di-
vision a reception that outdid anything known
in the history of welcoming ovations. The boys
on their return deserved that reception. They
deserve everything that a grateful country can
rightly do for them. We commend what has
been done by the Federal Government, by the
State Governments, and by societies and private
agencies for the reinstatement of the home-com-
ing soldier. Above all things, we commend

every effort that has been made to secure to the
soldier his ¢ job.”

We are particularly insistent upon the sol-
dier’s right easily to obtain employment, be-
cause that is his own best guaranty to society
for a proper development of character in the
future. He has that right, but that right is
only a beginning for him. The soldier is de-
mobilized only that he may enlist again; this
time not in a band of warriors carrying guns,
wearing gas masks, and defending bulwarks, but
in the great civil combine for the dislodging of
evils that have come from the past, the build-
ing up of fortifications against coming dangers,
and the successful marching forward of the peo-
ple to new ideals and new achicvements.

Our soldiers for the most part are very
young. They have their lives before them
loaded with possibilities. It is important that
they should look at the present with an intelli-
gent glance, and should prepare themselves with
rational cognizance for the issues to emerge.
We can speak with authoritative friendliness,
because our feeling toward the returning sol-
dier, as toward every workman, is not one of
mere kindly sympathy, but of radical and in-
nate justice. We believe in those fundamental
reforms that are nceded for the establishment of
the workers of the land in an assured enjoy-
ment of their industrial heritage. We believe in
the removal of all those barriers that lie between
the simplest of the citizens and the natural re-
sources of the earth. Woe believe in equality of
privilege. Therefore we speak frankly to the
soldier boy, because his true interests are en-
tirely identical with those things that make for
the best progress of the American people.

The discharged soldier should beware of all
that seductive sentimecntality that drowns his
cars; that cheap politics that would make him
believe that he is the ward in a peculiar way of
the generosity of the nation; that he has a
chronic claim on the Federal Treasury, or on a
position in the public service for which he may
have no fitness. These arc things that do not
help him. He needs to stand upon his own feet,
and to insist upon having just those rights that
will enable him to make a man of himself and to
do his part in full measure as a citizen of a Re-
public endeavoring to be just. The Administra-
tion’s insurance “ policy ” for the soldier obvi-
ates temptation of a certain kind; but his own
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self-respect should be our best safeguard from
the repetition of anything in the same class as
the political buncombe and pension scandals that
disgraced the campaign records of the Republi-
can Party for many years after the civil war.

Education a National Duty

ERETOFORE when men have discussed
improvements in the school system every
proposal was qualified with the question, * Can
we afford it? > When an increase in the military
establishment came up they asked only, “ Do we
need it? > In 1916 the United States spent
$640,717,058 on the public schools. It seemed
like a large sum. It was more than any other
country was spending. We were quite proud
of it. Though we realized that much remained
~ to do, we were inclined to boast a little of what
had been done. And then came the dramatic ex-
posure of illiteracy among the enlisted men.

Forward looking men and women have long
insisted that our school system should be ex-
tended and improved; that education should be
placed within the reach of more children, and
that better education should be given to all.
But even forward looking men and women real-
ized that this required more money, and more
money meant more taxes, which was sufficient to
silence those who would extend the school ser-
vice.

But when the war came the question of money
was not raiscd; the only concern was as to how
soon goods could be delivered. Although the
nation was spending $555,000,000 a year on
public schools at the time the war broke out,
Congress passed bills in July, 1918, appropri-
ating for the army $12,088,811,118, for the
navy $1,607,468,415, and for fortifications
$5,437,814,112, or a total of $19,129,093,640,
and then appropriated for general purposes
$8,821,015,691, for deficiency bills $8,185,264,-
210. So that this Sixty-fifth Congress at the
second session, notwithstanding its final fail-
ure to pass a number of appropriation bills, did
appropriate $36,298,405,223.

The cost of schools, therefore, need not enter
into the question. The Federal Government
could add a half-billion dollars to education
without increasing taxation an appreciable
amount. The valuc of farm lands of the coun-
try, aside from improvements, increased be-

tween 1900 and 1910, $15,417,666,174. Urban
lands, mines, and forests increased a similar
amount. Yet though Congress appropriated
thirty-six billion and passed a tax bill to raise
six billion, it laid not one cent on this increased
value. With such a fund available, there is no
reason why the best educational facilities should
not be placed within the reach of every child.

British Labor Aroused

LOYD GEORGE appears to have weath-
ered the most serious crisis for some time.
Not since last summer, when every day seemed
sure to bring his fall, has he stood in such a
slippery place. Not until we know more of
what has happened in England during the past
wecks will we be in a position to know whether
the crisis is actuglly passed or merely post-
poned. Mr. Lloyd George is a facile promiser
and frequently makes promises that he is un-
able to keep. Indeed, his facility for promise-
making is only equaled by his ability to squirm
out of the obligations when the day of reckon-
ing comes. Since the armistice the tone of in-
dustrial England has grown more and more
ominous. Since July, 1914, labor has been fed
upon promises. Every dark hour in England
for four years has called for fresh sacrifices
from the workers. While national existence
hung in the balance one after another hard-won
industrial right was given up and an appalling
burden of taxation was accepted. Labor re-
ceived in return promises to pay—undated
promises. Since Mr. Lloyd George has shown
no signs of payment labor has assumed that
the promise of a new England was due upon
demand. Mr. Lloyd George’s irritable response
that he did not promise to produce a better
world in thirty days did not help matters. Am-
biguous utterances and unredeemed pledges
have gradually convinced British labor that the
Government will do nothing for them.

So labor has set out to do what it can for
itself. Tory England awoke with a shock to
read the miners’ ultimatum to the Government.
“ We want,” read the demand, “ a 80 per cent.
increase in wages, a 40-hour week, and nation-
alization of the mines.” Back of the miners in
their demand were the railway workers and the
transport workers. To make matters worse,
two bye-elections went badly for the Govern-
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ment. Mr. Lloyd George sat up and took no-
tice. He was between a very menacing labor
devil and a very deep Tory sea. He seems at
this writing to have solved the problem in a
very characteristically Lloyd Georgian way.
He has acceded to enough of the present de-
mand to avert a strike. Possibly he has tem-
porarily split the Triple Alliance, for the rail-
way men have rescinded their strike resolution,
while many miners are still holding out for their
full demands. If Mr. Lloyd George has a breath-
ing spell it behooves him to use it to the limit.
He has not seen his last crisis, and British labor
is fed up with promises.

" How to Survive the News-
papers

UR modern systems of education are at
fault in that they emphasize the acquir-
ing of formulas for which men and women have
little practical use, while those things are neg-
lected that would be serviceable at every turn
and in every experience of the actual work-a-day
life. Our children are left to learn for them-
selves many facts and faculties concerning
which they might be properly instructed by
those whose recognized province is to teach.

The reading of the newspapers is a case in
point. The modern newspaper, especially in
the English language, is a wilderness of
“alleged ” facts, of miscellaneous word pic-
tures, of exploitering theories, of deliberate at-
tempts to shake and make the current of the
reader’s thinking. The newspaper is sold on
the public corners. It comes into all homes.
Its funny pictures are the amusement of all
babies. So that the questions are important:
How are the children fortified against this all-
permeating influence? How are they qualified
to make use of the good that is in this wide-
weltering mass of facts and fancies in which
their lusty little minds find themselves?

Of course, much of this daily panorama
passes by the ordinary vision without making
any sort of impression. With a certain class of
newspapers in mind, unsparingly condemned by
the critics, we may seek to appraise their in-
fluence only to find it less than imagined. Watch-
ing the average working man or working girl,
in the subways for example, we may note that
the sporting page, the comic sheet, Laura Jean

Libbey’s department have an overwhelming ma-
Jority of the popular vote. Any startling or
subtle mischief-making ideas that the sulphuric
editorials may contain are relegated to the
limbo of the unnoticed and unknown.

But the fact remains that the mind of a child
undertaking seriously to work its way through
the contents of a modern newspaper day by day
would have the sense of wandering in a maze.
Any adult attempting the daily perusal of a
half-dozen newspapers representing a half-
dozen points of view would have the same sen-
sation. Under the influence of this shifting
outer mass of utterance there is the conscious-
ness of being tossed by every wind that blows.

It was a charming conceit Thoreau expressed
when, descanting on missing his way in a
wooded mountain in New England, he assured
his readers that it was impossible for him to lose
himself. The hills, the paths, the trees, all the
surroundings might be lost as to him; but he,
so long as he maintained his self-possession and
was at home with his thoughts, was not lost.
It is precisely in this sense that a man needs to
define his attitude toward the evanescent liter-
ature of the age, and especially toward the
newspaper. As an individual he can do next to
nothing to change the character of his mental
surroundings. The movies of current history
rush before his eyes; the papers hold up the
mirror to the world and express the tendency of
the times. But what he can undoubtedly do is
to maintain his self-possesssion of soul. The
solution of the difficulty lies in his own cerebral
equilibrium in the midst of surroundings that in
their congested non-relations are lost as to him.

This gives the clue to the kind of education
and self-education that would fit the American
boy and the American girl to judge for them-
selves the spirits of the press, and, holding fast
and utilizing the good in current print, to skip
the bad; for the question of how to read the
newspaper resolves itself in practice to the art
of how not to read it. Emerson says the news-
paper brings us one good thing every day, but
whether one or more good things come with
cach issue, it is for the welfare of the reader
to pass by innumerable columns useful perhaps
to the special nceds of others, and to draw to
himself those things that are responsive to the
magnetic demands of his own metal and ne
cessity.
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Education and Green Peas
By James H. Dillard

Educator ; President Jeanes Foundation for Negro Rural Schools; President of John F. Slater Fund; devoted
to the solution of Social and Economic Conditions

F you examine the choir-screen in Lincoln
Cathedral you will find that almost every
detail of the beautiful carving is different from
all the rest. There is no slavish repetition and
samencss. You instinctively feel as you look
at the work that it was done in a spirit of
freedom and originality. You could imagine
the workers almost playing with their job, and
you are certain of this when farther back, up
toward the ceiling, you finally see the famous
imp. Now, examine the decorative carvings on
the costliest of our modern buildings and what
do you find? Everywhere repetition and same-
ness. If there be two or three forms of decora-
tion, these are repeated. All has been done by
pattern. There is little freedom and originality
and consequently little variety.

This illustration is typical of much in our
modern American progress and civilization.
"There is a lack of individuality, originality, and
variety in almost all of our doings. Now, va-
riety is not only the spice of life, but the beauty
and joy of life. It is the very sign of life. For
imitation is not life. Originality, individuality,
the expression of the real self, that is life. Yet
in America we seem to cultivate imitation and
sameness, and we seem to do so in the most vital
and valued and bepraised of all our endeavors
in the way of progress and civilization, namely,
Education.

A well-known superintendent of schools, a
man of national reputation among educators,
once boasted that he knew what page of Went-
worth’s Arithmetic every sixth-grade pupil in
all the schools of his city was studying at 10
o’clock that morning. This sounds like exag-
geration, but it is typical. It shows what our
system leads to. We seem to want all our pu-
pils to be doing the same things at the same
time, and to be doing the same things in the
same way. The whole process leads inevitably

to assimilation and to the destruction of inde-

pendence. It would seem as if our object is to
make the children as much alike as so many
green peas. Whether, as Gilbert says,

Every little boy and gal

That’s born into the world alive
I8 either a little liberal

Or else a little conservative,

it makes no difference. There is no chance or
time to allow for any natural and original bent.
We have so exalted our worship of organization
and system that, like some Frankenstein cre-
ation, the thing now has us by the throat and
unless checked will crush all individuality and
life out of teacher and pupil.

But not only in any given city must we have
this deadening sameness of the perfected sys-
tem,—we seem to strive with might and main
to have the same system in degree and kind in
all cities and States. The schools in Troy,
Omaha, and Houston are all very much alike,
and are all suffering the same maladies,—too
many pupils to the teacher, too many subjects
in the program, too much rush through this
iron-clad program, the same methods of at-
tempting to educate “ head, hand, and heart” in
an atmosphere of nervous strain. The teachers
have little or no leeway and the superintendents
and boards seem to lack aspiration for inde-
pendence and initiative. Superintendents do
not seem to want any variation from type, and
school-boards probably think little about the
matter. How rare it is to hear of any depar-
ture, of any independence of action, of any
breaking away from the conventional routine.
All honor to Gary for the signs of life she gave.
Even if she failed in part or in all, the very fact
that she dared is most encouraging. May her
tribe increase.

Standardized and systematized as we are,
some have been hoping that we had reached
the climax. But it seems not; for now comes
the proposition to fasten the bonds of a still
more centralized system. There is a bill before
Congress one section of which would elevate
the office of Commissioner of Education to a
position in the Cabinet, with all the increased
paraphernalia of a national department. This
would inevitably mean more power at the centre
and less incentive to Iggal initiative. The present
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Commissioner of Education, who is one of the
most useful citizens in the whole country, has
frequently said that he has no power. This is
the strength and virtue of his office. He per-
forms the fine service of adviser, inspirer, and
intermediary, and this is just what the office
should do. More would be harmful. Of course,
it may be asked, and is asked, if there be a
Secretary of Agriculture, for example, why not
of Education? The answer lies precisely in
the difference of the material to be dealt with.
In the one case we are dealing with matter, in
the other case we are dealing with spirit. It
may do no harm to cultivate every row of corn
alike, it does infinite harm to cultivate every
boy and girl alike. It is not only harmful to
the individual boys and girls, it is harmful to
the community, for the community suffers a
vital loss in losing that variety of development
which fosters the growth of originality and
independent thought. The richness of civiliza-
tion depends upon variety. So far from desir-
ing that our schools should be alike, we should
wish them to be as unlike as possible. Some
system there must, of course, be in dealing with
so large a task as that of public education,
but granting the need of some system, our ef-
forts should tend toward having as little as is
possible, and within this little as much free-

dom as possible. In other words, the emphasis
should not be upon system, but upon freedom.

Our public schools are doing a work which
is indispensable for the good of the people.
The good which they have done and are do-
ing is incalculable. Doubtless it is the desire
of all leaders in educational work to make the
schools still better fitted to increase the good
which they may be able to do for the enlight-
enment of all the people and for the enrichment
of our civilization. My point is that this desire
should lead not toward increase of autocratic
supervision, not toward standardization for
sameness in methods and systems, but toward
the opportunity for and encouragement of vari-
ety in methods and systems. To this end we
should wish to see as much freedom of action
as is possible in each State, in each city of
each State, in each school of each city, and in
each room of each school. This brings us to
the bottom, or perhaps we should say to the
top, of the whole realm of education, the in-
dividual teacher. If we want genuine improve-
ment, here is the place to begin. It is idle to
talk about great systems while we continue to
set one woman, however earnest and capable, to
educate fifty or more little human beings, and
in this futile effort surround her with fetters
of more and more system.

The Plight of the Pedagogue in New York State

By S. Daniel House

N O profession reveals so dishearteningly the
conflict between professional pretense and
actual status as does that of teaching. The
doctor, the lawyer, the engineer, the settlement
worker, the editorial writer all possess a sense,
perhaps an exaggerated sense, of their social
importance. Only the pedagogue, especially in
the sub-collegiate departments of education, is
possessed of a strange and desiccating sense
of remoteness from the sources of social power
and inspiration. The average teacher behaves
as though by premeditated intent he had re-
signed himself to being a praiseworthy non-
entity. Itis a familiar fact that teachers, once
severed, even though it be for a short period
of vacation, from the school situation, make
desperate and grotesque attempts to hide their
pedagogic identity. Thez are ashamed of their

“ calling.” Those of us who have had the high
privilege of mingling for years among pedea-
gogues of high and low degree feel a certain
almost nameless sadness when, in our moods of
reflection, we put to ourselves certain half-un-
answerable questions about the plight of the
pedagogue.

The educational situation is in an incredible
mess. The uninformed public, distracted by a
hundred momentous situations, can spare but
scant attention to the most vital of all prob-
lems, the problem of democratic education.
From the viewpoint of liberal-minded teach-
ers, the fundamental root evil of the public
school system, as at present conducted, is im-
bedded in what may tersely be called The Su-
perior-Inferior Relation. What will the intelli-
gent layman think when he learns that the fate
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of the teacher depends throughout his whole
career upon ratings assigned him annually by
so-called superior officers whose chief claim to
superiority is directly related to their detach-
ment from useful teaching and their attach-
ment to time-wasting supervision and officious
meddling. The underlying raison d’étre of the
marking system derives from the bureaucratic
desire to keep the public school system un-
tainted by modernism. The marking system (an
essentially brutal and undemocratic device) per-
mits official superiors to perpetuate their own
prejudices and preconceptions, simultaneously
affording them the opportunity to punish, and
if necessary to weed out, critical-minded teach-
ers. The young liberal-minded teacher is para-
lyzed by the fear lest a too frank and sincere
allegiance to honest modern social thought re-
sult in a poor rating, and either silent dismissal
or reprimand and the possible loss of the longed-
for increase in salary. The maturer pedagogue,
untried in the ways of sincere self-expression,
timid, fearful, harassed, has so long delayed his
original true contribution to educational life
as to be either too cynical or too exhausted for
effective effort toward modernization of the sys-
tem. His deepest fear is economic. If he
perpetuates the folly of enunciating a broad-
minded view in relation to the social situation,
he runs the risk of having his * superior merit ”
denied him; which means a reduction in in-
come and a humiliating loss of prestige. It
is literally impossible to discover a single in-
centive to the promotion among teachers of
self-respect or of enhanced intellectual efficiency
or of a continuing interest in the profounder
affairs of life outside the stuffy classroom. So
long as the vicious and depressing relation of
superior-inferior continues in our school sys-
tem, precisely so long will it be next to impos-
sible for the teacher to think of himself as a
citizen endowed with unusual opportunities for
increasing the sum total of human happiness
and efficiency. The plight of the pedagogue
lies in this: he has not yet become sufficiently
conscious of his potentialities as a creative re-
former.

We have of late been bombarded with sta-
tistics that admonish us to give more whole-
hearted and critical consideration to the chaos
in our public school system. Teachers have been
leaving the “ system” by the score. A reign

_heroic and radical action.

of intellectual terror was inaugurated by an
Associate Superintendent of High Schools in
New York, as a dire consequence of which the
democratic implications of America’s partici-
pation in the war were made a sad mockery of.
No alert teacher felt even temporarily secure
in his position. Upon the flimsy basis of mere
gossip, whim, prejudice, malice, any liberal-
minded teacher might be suspended without pay
at the instigated say-so of a superior officer.
The public is not yet acutely aware of the in-
quisitorial methods in vogue among the edu-
cational bureaucrats in these days in undisputed
control of the public school system. Without
previous hearing, without the faintest forewarn-
ing, a teacher of many years’ standing, hitherto
declared to be efficient, scholarly, intelligently
loyal, in every particular satisfactory, may be
summarily ousted from the educational system
which, in theory, at least, belongs to the people.
What do the people know about their own
school system? The teacher has no genuine
tenure of position. That quondam myth has
been exploded by the recent conduct of the
State Department at Albany which recorded
itself as being in favor of permitting a com-
mittee of the Board of Education (inspired in
its actions by the Superintendents) to dismiss
any teacher, no matter how long, how honor-
able, or how socially serviceable has been his
career, the dismissal * for cause » being a purely
personal and therefore prejudicial judgment.
It is a sad day for the school system when the
general impression prevails that the average
teacher cannot hope to secure justice from his
so-called official superiors. That impression is
general, especially among the high-school teach-
ers, because of the recent campaign of perse-
cution conducted with much success by the
adroit manipulation of patriotic hysteria.
Nothing less pervasive than an educational
revolution will avail to stir to its depths the
too long abused patience of the pedagogue. Un-
less he learns to emulate the soul-stirring con-
duct of his comrade strivers in fields of indus-
try, he will lack the dynamic impulse without
which he will yearn in vain for educational bet-
terment. Great and redeeming visions imply
The question of
moment is: Are there enough liberal-minded
teachers in our public schools to guarantee the
fulfillment of these idealistic doctrines which
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year in and year out they more or less perfunc-
torily and a little unconsciously preach to one
another and to their little students? How soon
will the teacher take a courageous stand on
world questions, those vital, soul-piercing ques-
tions which are the very dynamic materials of
an evolving democratic faith?

For the mspiration of meek pedagogues,
Woodrow Wilson, Teacher, enunciates this lib-
erating doctrine: * The select classes of man-
kind are no longer the governors of mankind.
The fortunes of mankind are now in the hands
of the plain people of the whole world. . . .”
The Plain People!

The Socializing of Education

By Charlotte Perkins Gilman

Writer and Lecturer on Ethics, Economics, and Sociology. Author of *“ Women and Economics,” “ The Man-
Made World,” * Moving the Mountain.”

DUCATION wasfirst maternal, narrow in
method, limited in purpose, as with the
similar process among other animals.

Then for many ages it was in the hands of
a strong, highly organized priesthood, whose
method and purpose were naturally modified to
its own support and advantage.

This very long period, with all the force of
religious belief added to the power of the
teacher, has had an effect on the race mind we
have by no means outgrown.

There was grounded into us, not merely the
particular doctrine taught, but the habit of be-
lieving whatever was taught: not only the
forced submission to those then over us, but the
habit of submitting to whoever was over us.

And, pouring down the ages, a slow, dark
stream of ancient custom, come the diploma, the
- graduation exercise, the deputing of authority
only to those most approved by the former
authorities.

Social heredity is as real as physiological
heredity.

By the “laying on of hands ” we have long
genealogical trees in ancient churches, striving
always, by every means known to us, to keep
things as they used to be—forever.

It cannot be done.

Nations, cultures may die, and do; but if
they live they have to grow, and to grow means
to change.

If we had but known this several thousand
years ago!

Never mind, we know it now. We have
learned at last a little of the nature of society
and of the conscious active citizenship which
means a healthy society.

With this in mind we begin to see the real
relation of education to the human mind,—
which is to keep it open.

Education is a social process par excel-
lence; it may be properly called the social
process, .

An educated people has a similar advantage
over one uneducated that Order Mammalia has
over lower orders in nature.

As mother’s milk gives to the young nurtured
on it a “ margin of safety ” during their fee-
blest years, so does education give safety and
strength to society’s children.

That is it ought to.

It should be a * prepared food,” socially
speaking, the most commonly necessary knowl-
edge so offered as to be absorbed by all children
with the least effort.

It should be further a series of exercises cal-
culated to develop the most valuable faculties,
also so arranged as to be a joy in the doing.
If desirable exercises are made unpleasant the
subject naturally leaves them off as soon as he
cai.

It should also involve such a carefully pre-
pared environment as shall of itself tend to
arouse the faculties and establish normal wishes
and demands.

The art of teaching should be intrusted only
to those naturally gifted, and who find their
chief pleasure in the work.

In the training of such teachers attention
should be given not so much to what they know,
and still less to what they can recite, as to their
skill in teaching. )

The ability to convey knowledge from one
mind to another, with the minimum of effort
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and the maximum of pleasure, is far more rare
than the ability to pass examinations.

Yet we need about six times as many teachers
as we Liave now.

And they need to be paid about six times as
much.

This calls for the services of women; not
merely young girls, teaching till they marry,
but real teachers, teaching all their lives, and
marrying as a matter of course—if they wish to.

Women now waste in housework three-
fourths of their labor. -

Organized, professionalized housework, which
means high-class and reasonably priced laun-
dries, the hiring of cleaning service by the day
or hour, and the delivery of cooked food at the
home, will free the labor power of three women
out of four.

It means also the “ Baby Garden,” the pro-
vision, at last, of a place for babies over a year
old while their mothers are at work.

It means that the “ school,” instead of being
one huge prison-like building, with checker-
board class rooms and marching rows of * dis-
ciplined ” children, shall be from babyhood on
a second home.

Places of beauty, comfort, rest, play, and a
good noon meal.

Places pleasanter and more attractive to
children than anything now on earth.

Places to which the child goes delightfully
every day, not all alike, but varying according
to the needs of the childrep.——

The school day must b@m@th the
work day. —

Father, mother, and child go out together;
father, mother, and child come back together,
to a home that is all for rest and companionship,
and not a workshop for women.

The productive industry of the women freed
from housework will furnish wealth to pay for
all this, while those still doing it, professionally,
will have a short work day and be paid well.

Under such conditions we shall have no fur-
ther cause of complaint among teachers because
they are not free, and not sufficiently respected.
Respect must be commanded, not demanded.

The new citizens, whose whole youth has
passed in really developing conditions, facing
life with strong, dispassionate, active minds,
will be able to grasp and settle our social prob-
lems.

The Value of Music in Americanizing the Alien

By Mary Louise Townsend
President Takoma Park Community Chorus, Washington, D, C.

VEN the casual observer who has lived in
the different sections of this country must
become aware of the unpleasant fact that the
average American regards the alien of whatever
race with dislike, distrust, and suspicion. Such
terms as greaser, coon, dago, etc., become im-
pressed on our children, and they grow up in
the attitude of mind which these epithets
reflect.

It is the irony of fate, apparently, that this
land established as the home for all the peoples
of the world should harbor a greater race an-
tipathy than can be found in any other
country.

The alien on his part has his reasons for de-
spising Americans, and one of the chief of these
is the lack of true appreciation in the average
American for music. Now, of course music has
a big place in American life, so big that we

spend approximately $700,000,000 a year on
it, but nevertheless it is not yet a part of the
life of the people in any such measure as it is
found to be in other countries. Most of our im-
migrants are from lands where music has long
been recognized as a nationalizing force and
used as such, and these people come to us full
of the music of their native land. Most espe-
cially is it true of the Germans that they are
keenly alive to good music even if they are un-
educated. Naturally their impulse has been, on
arrival here, not finding music freely provided
by the Government, to gather at once into
musical societies of their own people, thus keep-
ing alive through music and language the spirit
and love of the Fatherland. Is it so very
strange that when the test of a great world war
came multitudes of them sympathized with
the country whose language and music they
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spoke? The man who sang exclusively
“ Die Wacht am Rhein ” found it difficult to at-
tune all at once his tongue and his heart to
“ The Star-Spangled Banner.”

Now, if these incoming strangers could be
gathered as quickly as possible after they come
to our shores into community singing classes in
English, several good influences would be set at
work. In the first place, music would make
these aliens feel more at home and would lessen
their longing for the land they left behind.
Time and again it has been the testimony of
immigrants that their chief reason for home-
sickness in America was the lack of music—
music for the people, free as they had it at
home, or so cheap as to be easily within their
reach.

In the next place, in such community classes,
they would come into contact more quickly with
our American citizens, for there is nothing like
music to bring together people of differing na-
tionalities and promote in them comradeship
and a feeling of unity. Music is the one uni-
versal language for high and low, rich and poor,
and people of every race and tongue. Would it
not seem, then, to be a most potent factor for
unifying the people of a democracy?

Furthermore, these singing classes would help
foreigners to learn English more quickly and to
love it better, associated with music which they
already love, and through both their affection
and patriotism for their adopted country would
be stimulated. Any one who has tried learning
a foreign language in a foreign land knows the
benefit to be gained from attending opera or
choral concerts, or better yet, from joining, if
possible, a chorus. Music helps fix in mind the
language under way, and adds materially to the
interest and zeal of the study.

Moreover, musical training, especially in
singing classes, promotes physical strength,
obedience to leadership, unity of effort, self-
control, and enthusiasm in a common cause—
qualities, every one, necessary to good citizen-
ship either in war or peace. The compulsory
military training proposed for our schools
might very well be supplemented by work in
music—to be compulsory also. It was a part
of the wisdom of Bismarck to foresee that the
unity and strength of the German people could
be augmented largely through music. Should
we not adopt a similar principle in our work of

unifying America? Not for the ends to which
German unity has been applied—God forbid!
But that we may verify our motto, “ One from
many,” and by our unity be fitted for greater
service in the world.

The value of singing to arouse community
spirit and patriotic enthusiasm has been proved
again and again through these yecars of war.
More than ever in the perilous days of recon-
struction and in the coming years of peace do
we need this and every other unifying agency
in this land of diverse pecoples and creeds.
Through community singing classes in English,
leading to community centers, our foreign ele-
ment could be brought into direct touch with
the Federal Government, and their education
for citizenship begun with an inspiration to
patriotic love for their adopted country that
could not well be kindled by any other process.

Finally, we should for our own sakes and
theirs give to these aliens as they come to us
something of joy and happiness, something to
make America stand not only for practical op-
portunity, but also for the beautiful and noble
things that life affords. Many of them find life
a bitterly disappointing struggle in this land to
which they came with such high hope. We can,
if we will, give them one means of sure and
steady comfort.

CURRENT THOUGHT

If

IF you have strength to rival that of Samson,
Yet ever use a soft and gentle hand;
If you've a vision of the wide world’s glories,
ho’ you never stray beyond your native land;
If you have charms to grace a social Venus,
But list not society’s siren call;
If you can give and give and still keep giving,
And miss not one iota of it all;
If you can mother countless hosts of children,
hough you never call a single one your own;
If you've the garnered wisdom of the ages,
But can keep that fact from ever being known;
If you'’ve compassion on weak human nature,
ut for yourself keep always life’s stern rules;
If Eyou can do this, your country needs you—
nlist as teacher in the public schools.
-—Aml May Henderson in Wellesloy Alumnae Quar-
terly.

Education After War
AS soon as we grasp the full meaning of this
idea of education as being the right kind
of self-development, we see that a good deal that
passes for education is just the imparting of
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knowledge, which may help or hinder. One thing
that the best educational authorities are seeing
and saying now is that hand-training should be
given to every child. The majority of the people
will need mechanical, commercial, or agricultural
training. For the era of reconstruction that must
follow the war the need of sound, thorough edu-
cation is even plainer. We must send more of
our children to school; we must keep them longer
in school; we must make their schools better—
not only by improving methods and material
equipment, but by persuading men and women of
more forceful, more creative personality to do the
work of teaching.—Dr. James E. Gregg, in ad-
dress on ““ Education in Wartime.”

Lucrative Salaries
A VERY useful and efficient member of the

President’s cabinet resigned his position and-

its $12,000 salary, explaining in effect that he
must get into a work where he can make a living.
Not so long ago a Justice of the Illinois Supreme
Court resigned his $10,000 position because the
pay is so small that justice to his family reqaired
his resignation. The newspapers that publish
these items do not state what employments these
bighly educated and practical men will seek, but
we respectfully offer them the information that
a few village schools in Illinois are without prin-
cipals, and that the school boards are offering
what many influential people in high places in Il-
linois seem to consider “ good salaries.”—The II-
linois Teacher.

Tolerance of Free Expression

THE universities go war-mad, just as other

places do—even the churches. And they
suppress honest opinion that is expressed in the
interest of justice and mercy and reason. And
the row at Berkeley over Messrs. Lyman, An-
derson, and Bynner is nothing but the clash of
Prussianism with straight-out Americanism. What
this country needs is more tolerance and
plenty of amnesty for every offender who didn’t
actually obstruct the war activities of the coun-
try.  Punishment for free speech is one of the
best fomenters of Bolshevism that there is. And
the press can’t kill poetry or gentleness or mer-
cifulness or sanity or the sense of fair play or
faith in the ability of truth to conquer error by
Proscribing men who stand for those things. The
University of California is injured by the intol-
erance it has displayed. The press of California
is not free, but slave to prejudice and passion.
Those who -know no way of combating opinions
save by persecution and proscription and banish-
ment of opinionators are the worst enemies of
everything good that Americanism stands for, and
the friends of everything we have conceived as
representing the diabolism of mcthod of German
“ Kultur,”—W. Marion Reedy, in Reedy’s Mirror.

A Word of Praise

M Y release from the institution after serving

only sixteen months and three weeks of a
four years’ sentence is a complete refutation of
the oft-repeated assertion heard in prison that a
man’s record, both before and during his im-
prisonment, avails him nothing. I have demon-
strated the fact that it is possible to live in the
penitentiary without allowing the penitentiary to
live in me. This statement is made as a simple
fact of experience without the slightest tinge of
self-laudation, which I abhor. It is also evident
that no man need be debauched morally, mentally,
physically, because of the vileness and obscenity
of his environment in prison. As on the outside,
no man can be morally degraded except with his
own consent. A penitentiary is the best univer-
sity on earth to study human nature with the
mask of domestic refinements and social restraints
thrown off. It is the best curriculum in the
world to learn self-mastery, patience, humility,
and, in fact, all the cardinal attributes of char-
acter—Jim Minehart, a prisoner at Leavenworth
and Retiring Editor of the Prison Paper, Leaven-
worth New Era.

Responsibility of Southern Whites

THE menace of ignorance among the Negroes
is gradually disappearing. But there is an-

. other menace, that .of indifference among the

whites. Our patriotism is often dumb, half-
hearted; it should become articulate, dynamic,
and it should have the missionary spirit. Each
one of us should see to it, in the community, in
the household, that the ignorant are taught, the
apathetic aroused. There should be a propa-
ganda of truth and loyalty to combat a propa-
ganda of falsehood and treason. What kind of
an example do we habitually set? What sort of
table talk do our servants overhear? What ideas
do they glean of a government so lightly criti-
cised, of officials so frequently condemned? The
Negroes are still the wards of this nation—are
we always true to our trust? They should be ap-
proached in a spirit of sympathy and good com-
radeship, with no touch either of condescension
or of sentimentality. We should remember that
they are fallible, faulty, limited, very human—
“even as you and 1.”—Patty B. Semple, in The
Southern Worl:man.

The Philosophy of Democracy

TO the end of his days Jefferson maintained his

faith in the essential accuracy and justice of
the judgment of the great mass of the * common
people.” For him the people were not an object
for government to play upon, as it were, but gov-
ernment itself was a function of the people.
Liberty was not a privilege granted by the govern-
ment, but government was a responsibility
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delegated to its officers by the people. On this
distinction hangs all the philosophy of democracy.
—David Saville Mugzey, in his new life of Thomas
Jefferson.

BOOKS

The Masters of Pedagogy

The Doctrines of the Great Educators. By Rob-
ert R. Rusk. London: Macmillan & Co., Lim-
ited. 1918. $2.

T HIS volume is written by an examiner and
lecturer in the universities of St. Andrews
and Edinburgh, and its authorship displays those
qualities of accuracy, depth, and sympathy which
have long richly adorned the serious literature of
Scotland. We have twelve chapters dealing with
the following great names: Plato, Quintilian, Elyot,
Loyola, Comenius, Milton, Locke, Rousseau,
" Pestalozzi, Herbart, Froebel, and Montessori.
Starting thus with the indigenous genius of the
Greeks and ending with the ultra-realistic effort
of the Italian experiment in the House of Child-
hood, this work is a survey of the diverse experi-
ments in grappling with the problem of human
growth as observed in the individual mind.

Our Shakespeare says, *“ No profit grows where
is no pleasure ta’en.” The great educators in one
way or another express the cardinal truth that
the ground of all real education is the desire, the
affection, the interest of the pupil. This is surpris-
ing when we recall the brutalities of the schools
as they were known in very recent times in Ger-
many, in England, and even in America. Yet
men as wide apart in their theories as Loyola and
Milton, as remotely severed in time as Quintilian
and Herbart, insist on gentleness toward the taught
in order to elicit love for both master and
books. Plato and Quintilian alike assert that with
the very young “ study ought to be made a diver-
sion.”
sweetness in all his instructions.” Herbart makes
the immediate aim of pedagogic endeavor the
awakening of interest or desire.

In common practice instruction has been re-
garded as the main purpose in educative processes,
meaning not so much the inward structuring of
the mind, as the word might imply, but the mere
impartation of knowledge; but the great educa-
tors avoided this provincialism. Without going so
far as the religious demands of Loyola, most of
them have placed emphasis on conduct, morality,
character as being the end of education. Thus
Herbart makes morality his final object, and draws
a broad line of demarkation between instruction
and training, just as he does between training and
governing. In the life of the pupil, as of the man
in the world, there must be some kind of order,

Locke insists that a master ‘‘ should add

and the governing function of the teacher is nec-
essary. But his principle is that this governing
is a necessary evil and not an asset of the curricu-
lum. Government represses the spirit and indi-
viduality of the child, and therefore is in marked
contrast to training, because training accepts the
child’s faculty and capacity as facts and aims to
direct them to the ends for which they are adapt-
able. In turn, training alone does not make a child
into a man, or imply a full education, because the
faculties might be well trained to do certain things
within the sphere of certain knowledge, and re-
main very imperfect in development because of in-
adequacy of truth. Therefore, instruction, while it
is not the end of education, is the essential means,
and we are brought back to the fact that all growth
or expansion or fruition of the human mind comes
from larger instruction, which leads it to new dis-
coveries and the acquisition of higher percep-
tions. Knowledge is the stairway by which the
intellect rises from a present attainment to a higher
capacity, advancing by degrees into the upper and
riper world of educated experience.

It is interesting to note the growth in modern
times of the expansion of educational aims in har-
mony with the advancing inclusiveness of the dem-
ocratic definitions of humanity. * Education was
with the Greeks a training for leisure, not for a
livelihood.” In the “ Protagoras” it is asked why
one may not learn certain things, not as a pro-
fession, but as “ a part of education and because a
private gentleman ought to know them.” It is in
the interest of “ noble children " that Elyot writes
his work on education, calling it “ The Governor.”
“ Now, all ye readers that desire to have your chil-
dren to be governors, or in any other authority
in the public weal )»f your country,” begins his
concluding admonition to parents. Milton cared
only for the education of “ our noble and our gen-
tle youth.” Locke says: “ The principal aim of my
Discourse is how young gentlemen should be
brought up.” It is only as.we come to our mod-
ern democratic times that we perceive in educative
ideals the feeling that *‘ the man’s the gowd for a’
that,” and that every child in human form has an
inherent right to the fullness of a true education.

It is surely one of the most curious paradoxes of
pedagogic history that in the Montessori experi-
ments and successes the desire to benefit the help-
less and defective gave the suggestion of the best
method of dealing with the strong and normal child.
The attempt properly to take care of the little
children of the very poor pointed the way to the
wisest sort of education for the children of the well
to do. To such an extent has that been the case that
the able writer of this very delightful and refresh-
ing book enunciates a warning. “ It was thus a
social need that brought about the institution of a
new educational agency, and it would be a mis-
fortune if in the expatriation of the system the
cause of its initiation was ignored, and if a scheme
originated for the children of the poor should be-
come reserved for the children of the rich.”
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A Definition of the Good

The Good Man and the Good. By Professor Mary
Whiton Calkins. New York: The Macmillan
Company. $1.80.

T HE tendency in philosophic thinking today is

evidently along the line marked out by the
pragmatic method. By a common impulse we are
subjecting the axiomatic “truths” of the past to
the acid tests of “workability” and value for the
conduct of life. The wisdom that comes by tra-
dition and that is enshrined in moldy records and
dusty pigeonhales is being rapidly discredited, and
experience, that most faithful of teachers, is warn-
ing us to cease the backward look and to con-
centrate on a future that is to be of our own mak-
ing.  Nevertheless, so long as mankind retains
something of that “desire to look into things’ that
specially distinguishes angels and scientific men,
the problem of origins and the processes of growth
will hold an irresistible attraction for the human
mind. As regards the birth and development of
the moral consciousness, the deeply-rooted cu-
riosity is fully met by Professor Calkins in the
book before us.

Whether the moral sense,—the consciousness of
obligation, the “I ought,”—is an elemental fact as
inexplicable as life itself, or a by-product of the
conflict between life and environment, evolved
like other faculties because of its survival value, is
perhaps one of the most obscure of speculative
problems. Is it possible that it can be merely an
offshoot from that ignoble feeling, the fear of pun-
ishment by a chieftain or autocrat? And what are
we to make of the fact that under different social
environments it prompts to actions and sacrifices
directed to various and widely opposed ends? In
other words: Are we to think of the sense of duty
as due to interior or to exterior pressure? Miss
Calkins seems to assume that no definite theory
will meet all the aspects of the problem and passes
on to other considerations, probably under the feel-
ing, which many of her readers will share, that the
origin of a life-promoting impulse is of less im-
portance than an understanding of its highest uses.

But the main purpose of the book is “to know
who is the good man and wherein his goodness
lies,” and in the course of the inquiry the reader
will find much to further a wholesome heart
searching and a clearing out of sentimental bag-
gage that has long worn misleading labels. That
the sense of moral obligation only marks a tran-
sition stage and is not a characteristic experience
of the highly evolved good man, is an important
point to note, paradoxical as it may seem. In the
words quoted from Spencer, “the sense of duty will
diminish as fast as moralization increases.” From
this position we ascend to the postulate that the
good man is he who wills the good,—who has risen
above the conflict to which the moral sense gives
rise and whose spirit functions freely on a higher

plane. From that point we are led to a consider-
ation of “what willing really means,”—one of the
main conclusions being that he whose goodness
consists simply in conformity to good customs, in
sensitiveness to emotional pressure, in unreflective
imitation, or in responsiveness to the law of reflex
action is not acting morally; “he is not in the ethic-
al sense a good man.” Neither is goodness to be
identified with sympathy, for this sometimes leads
to positively bad actions; nor with attitudes of
approval and disapproval; nor, indeed, with any
merely passive quality of mind. Will, issuing in
deliberate, individualized self-activity, with con-
scious direction and loyal subordination to good
ends, marks the beginning of morality. Consider-
ations of space forbid following the author in her
search for an adequate definition of “‘the good” to-
ward which the will and activities of the good man
must be directed, and this the reader must do for
himself in the stimulating chapters treating of
“ Egoist*and Altruist,” “ Hedonist and Non-hedo-
nist,” “ The Virtuous Man,” etc. Meantime he
may be assured not only of much edification and
clarification of thought on a befogged subject, but
of a considerable degree of that peculiar kind of
pleasure which comes to every earnest student
when a new idea swims into his ken.

ALEx MACKENDRICK.

NEWS

League of Nations

—On March 80 Elihu Root, Nestor of the New
York Bar, came out with an indorsement for the
League, and offered six amendments to the Coven-
ant draft. :

—At a mass meeting of prominent residents of
Tokio on the 25th a resolution was adopted oppos-
ing any League of Nations Covenant which docs
not contain a clause abolishing racial discrimina-
tion.

—A committee, consisting of Frank P. Walsh,
who has just retired from the War Labor Board;
Michael J. Ryan of Philadelphia, and ex-Governor
Edward F. Dunne of Illinois, has been designated
to offer to the Peace Conference Ireland’s claim
for self-determination.

—More than two' thousand clergymen, repre-
senting every State in the Union, have written to
the Church Peace Union during the past month
to announce their intention of preaching sermons
and working in other ways for the establishment
of a League of Nations.

—The National American Woman Suffrage
Association on the 28th passed resolutions indors-
ing the League of Nations and urging the United .
States Government “ to bring about the prompt
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redress of all legitimate grievances” as a safr-
guard against revolution by violence.

—The Japanese delegation to the Peace Con-
ference continued to press, according to the news
on the 27th, for an amendment to the covenant
of the League which would go as far as the Con-
ference was willing to concede toward the promul-
gation of the principle of the equality of races.

—The Australian peace delegates have pointed
out that, in their opinion, the proposed amendment
to the League of Nations covenant regarding the
Monroe Doctrine, providing for recognition of the
binding force of the policies as heretofore inter-
preted, would validate and confirm Japanese
claims to preponderance in China and the Oriert.

—Complete independence under guidance of
the League of Nations is Egypt’s aim, according
to a delegation of Egyptians who called at the
United Press Bureau, in Paris, to protest against
news agency dispatches from Cairo which, they
declared, misrepresented the situation there. “ The
present trouble in Egypt is the result of the au-
thorities refusing passports for an Egyptian dele-
gation to the peace conference,” declared a
spokesman representing the Egyptian association.

Foreign

—Pope Benedict has set April 6 as the definite
date for the canonization of Joan of Arc.

—General Jacinto Trevino has been commis-
sioned by the Mexican Government to visit Spain,
France and Germany to study military organiza-
tions.

—Warning has been given by the Mexican De-
partment of Industry that any concern drilling
wells without permission of the Government will
be punished.

—Ex-Emperor Charles left Austria without
making any renunciation of the throne, either for
himself or for his family, as had been demanded,
Austrian newspapers assert.

—Reports of the resignation of Thomas G.
Masaryk, President of the Cazechoslovak Re-
public, are not taken seriously by members of the
Czechoslovak National Council in America.

—It was announced at Madrid that constitu-
tional guarantees had been suspended by the
Spanish Government throughout the country,
which practically amounts to nationwide martial
law.

—On March 81 the British House of Commons
by a vote of 282 to 64 passed the third reading
of the Military Bill, which provides an army of
900,000 men until April, 1920, to be drafted from
men who have seen the least arduous service.

—According to the New Vienna Journal, a gen-
cral railway strike, obviously brought on by po-
litical conditions, is in progress on all the Aus-
trian railways. The newspaper says that only
a few local trains are running.

—Before the Institute of Bankers of London
on March 25th Edgar Crammond gave a survey
of Great Britain’s economic position. He esti-
mated the nation’s wealth at $120,000,000,000,
and the income at $17,500,000,000.

—The unrest of workers in numerous countries
has now affected India, where textile workers are
striking for wage increases. Mill owners offered
a slight advance, but this has been refused. The
strike is spreading to non-textile trades.

—Independent Socialists in Bavaria have de-
manded that the Government melt all statues of
former royalties and statesmen, including that of
Bismarck, materials of the statues to be given to
industry, and the national flags converted into
clothing for children.

—Raoul Villain, on trial before a court-martial
charged with the murder of Jean Jaures, the So-
cialist leader, on July 81, 1914, was acquitted on
the 29th. Alphonse Zevaes, attorney for Villain,
appealed for the acquittal of Villain “ in the name
of victory, which is now filling our hearts with
joy.”

—One thousand persons speared and uprisings
everywhere are said to have occurred in Korea,
according to a cablegram received from Shanghai
yesterday by Dr. Syhgman Rhee, reprcsentative
of the Korean National Association, who has called
a congress of Koreans from Hawaii, Mexico and
the United States to meet in Philadelphia April 14.

—An Associated Press dispatch of the 24th
said that Count von Brockdorfi-Rantzau, the Ger-
man Foreign Minister, had sent Karl Kautsky to
Moscow to see the chicfs of the Soviet Govern-
ment and to furnish an accurate report on the sit-
uation to enable the Foreign Minister to study
means to closer political and economic relations
with the Russian Bolshevist Government.

—Since the establishment of a communist gov-
ernment in Hungary, the editorial staffs of the
newspapers have elected their own managers, who
also represent the members in deliberations of
the Workmen’s and Soldiers’ Council. The news-
paper men have the same prerogative as the work-
men in other trades in respect to improving their
salaries, apportioning food, clothing, and othes
necessities.

—The Russian Soviet Government, according
to an announcement published in the semi-official
Isvestia of Moscow on February 6, a copy of
which has been received here, is considering a
proposition to grant large timber concessions in
northern Russia to Eduard Hannevig, a Nor-
wegian citizen, and other promoters on condition
that they build railways. The proposed lines
would cover several thousand miles.

—Following the practice put into effect by
the Russian Soviet Government at Moscow, says
an Associated Press dispatch, bank presidents in
Budapest have become mere figure heads, while
Soviet clerks administer the business. Rents no
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longer are paid to landlords, but to the Govern-
ment, which is represented by the janitors. The
stores have been nationalized, and the heads of
factories have been replaced by those elected by
the workmen.

—Sinn Fein adherents asserted that Professor
Edward De Valera, who has been in hiding since
his escape from Lincoln prison, England, would
publicly appear in Dublin on the 26th and assume
his place as head of the Irish republic. The Com-
mander-in-Chief issued a second proclamaticn
forbidding  meetings or  processions from
March 26 to April 8, unless authorized by the
police, who must be notified three days in ad-
vance. Ten armored cars and tanks havc been
added to the Government’s military equipment in
Dublin. Later De Valera issued a statement in-
sisting that the principle of self-determination
insured the separation of Ireland.

Reconstruction

—A delegation of Filipinos reported to be work-
ing for independence will be received by Secrectary
of War Baker April 8.

—The Army court-martial controversy took a
step forward when, on the 28th, Secretary of War
Baker returned to the writer the Ansell letter
Senator Chamberlain urged him to make public.

—Terms of payment in the new Victory Loan
are the most liberal ever offered by the Govera-
ment. Deferred payments may be extended over
a period of six months, from May 10 to Novein-
ber 11.

—The committee on reconstruction has re-
ported in the House a bill providing a bonus of
$100 for every Massachusetts soldier, sailor, and
marine. It is estimated that about 200,000 men
would be affected by the bill to carry out this

program,

—After three years of compulsory military
training for all boys under 18 years of age—
whether in school or not—New York State seems
ready to abandon the unprofitable experiment.
Governor Smith has appointed a ‘“ Reconstruction
Commission ”’ with authority fully to investigate
the compulsory military training system installed
under the Welsh-Slater acts and to see whether
some other sort of training, like vocational train-
ing, might not be substituted for it.

—Herr von Braun, Under Secretary of State
in Germany, is authority for the statement that
mortality among infants in Germany had greatly
increased in recent months. In the last quarter
of 1918 it was shown from figures gathered in
twenty of the largest cities that the deaths

preceding year, or an increase of 47 per cent.
Medical experts attributed the increase entirely
to the inability of the mothers to nurse chil-
dren on their scanty diet, or to keep them alive
on the quart of milk of poor quality to which the
milk ration of infants was reduccd.

—The American Union Against Militarism,
which strenuously fought the enactment of the
Welsh-Slater acts, is filing before the various
State legislatures, like Pennsylvania and Mis-
souri, briefs showing the results of the New York
experiment. The Union, which has permanent
headquarters in the Westory Building, Washing-
ton, D. C., has indorsed the system established in
England under the new education act by which
physical training is provided for both boys and
girls, beginning in the grades and extending
through the secondary schools and colleges with-
out the military features which the “ jingoes ”
want to fasten upon the American schools.

—The Inter-Allied Zionist Conference at Lon-
don reports that immigration in Palestine will be
limited to 50,000 a year during the first period of
development of the Jewish Commonwealth to be
established in that country under the trusteeship
of Great Britain. The Conference adopted a reso-
lution offered by Mr. Bernard A. Rosenblatt of
New York City that all lands in Palestine shall
be assessed, by the Government to be created in
that country, according to their value on August
31, 1914, and that any unearned increment created
by the entry of the British Army is not to go to
the present landlords of Palestine, but to the
whole community, Jew and Gentile alike, such un-
earned increment to be taken by the State in the
form of taxation.

—A call has been sent out to American Jews
not in sympathy with the Palestinian ambitions
of the American Jewish Congress, and they are
summoned to refuse to remain in a close com-
munal alliance with those who desire a national
Judaism and allegiance to a distinctive Jewish
flag. The call also asks that a name other than
“ Jewish ” be given to the proposed organization.
Such an organization, with some name other than
Jewish, the call points out, will crown the reform
movement which developed in this country in the
last century under the leadership of Isaac M.
Wise, and will entirely free all who rally to the
new standard that is being unfurled from al-
liances, attitudes, and movements with which they
are wholly out of accord. The call emphasizes the
American principle of complete separation be-
tween Church and State.

Public Welfare

—An opinion of the Attorney General on the
21st sustained the validity of a twenty-payment

amounted to 6,142, as compared with 4,176 in the= life insurance policy to be issued by the Treasury.
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—Location and number on March 11 of Amer-
ican troops were as follows: Europe, 1,508,188;
Siberia, 8,970; at sea, 64,208 ; United States, 640,-
013; insular possessions, 47,218.

—The municipality of Cambridge in South Af-
rica has adopted the full rating of land values,
taking all its revenues from site value alone, and
entirely exempting buildings and improvements.

—The municipally owned and operated electric
light plant of Chicopee, Mass., had such a suc-
cessful year in 1918 that the charge for elec-
tricity for street lights for the coming year will
be reduced from 4Y4 cents to 4 cents per kilowatt
hour.

—The Department of Labor has drafted a plan
for the establishment of a system of Federal
Home Loan Banks for the purpose of assisting
workingmen to buy their own homes. The next
Congress will be asked to enact the necessary legis-
lation.

—A permissive municipal ownership bill is now
before the Legislature of New York which per-
mits any city to acquire every public utility within
its limits. It was drafted by a recent State Con-
ference of Mayors on Municipal Ownership and
is sponsored by Governor Smith.

—A naval commission of five members will
leave Puget Sound Navy Yard, April 1, to in-
vestigate Alaskan coal fields, the Navy Depart-
ment has announced. The commission wili
center its investigation on the possibilities of de-
veloping the Matanuska coal fields.

—The Bureau of Labor Statistics announces that
food prices during February were 6 per cent lower
than during January, although they show an in-
crease of 9 per cent over 1918. The six-year
interval between February, 1918, and February,
1919, shows a 79 per cent increase.

—Declining to attend a conference of the
South Carolina Cotton Association, Governor
Henry J. Allen of Kansas declared in a letter to
the chairman of the association: *“ I am unable to
agree to assist any body of men to trade upon the
misery of the world for their own enrichment.”

—Colored citizens of Richmond, Va., to the
number of about 20,000 have signed a petition
asking that members of their race be appointed
principals and special teachers in the schools
there. This petition will be presented, through
the superintendent of city schools, to the school
board at an early date.

—A drive to “ unionize” farmers of the Mid-
dle Western States, Ohio Valley and Eastern
States is being launched under the direction of
the National Farmers’ Union. Thirty-two States
in the South and Pacific Coast region have yielded
2,000,000 members already, according to A. A.
Elmore, national organizer of the new union.

Labor

—The general committee of the striking textile
workers in Lawrence, Mass., is said to have started
plans to send out of the city all children of strik-
ers who cannot provide for them.

—A meeting was called in Cleveland to or-
ganize the Socialist committees in factories to
send delegates to a Soviet. Demands of $1 an
hour minimum wage and a six-hour day for work-
ers will be made.

—An English dispatch states that the first in-
ternational labor conference, which will take place
in Washington in October, will be attended by
about 200 representatives of labor and employers,
along with experts.

—According to news from Athens, over 70,000
workers have already joined the recently estab-
lished Greek Federation of Labor. These work-
ers come from 25 different industries and are
grouped into 200 unions.

—Viscount Bryce has come out in the Manches-
ter Guardian strongly in support of President Wil-
son’s aim for the League of Nations, declaring
that to leave the world where it was before the war
would be an unthinkable confession of weakness.

—The officials of the American Locomotive
Company in Schenectady have asked their em-
ployes to accept a reduction in wages amounting
to 5 cents an hour for day workers and from &
to 12 per cent. on piece work, to become effective
on June 1 next.

—The strike of 12,000 woolen mill workers i1
Passaic, N. J., was renewed on the 27th. The men
had returned to work Tuesday after being out
seven weeks. New demands were presented in
which the men ask for complete recognition of
the union—a closed shop.

—The Children’s Bureau calls attention in a
report to the importance of economic pressure as
a factor in the decrease in school attendance.
Sixty-two per cent. of those receiving work cer-
tificates from the Bureau in 1918 gave poverty as
their reason for going to work.

—Resolutions requesting martial law for Co-
lumbus, Ga., during the strike of cotton mill
workers, in place of the present system by which
special deputies guard the factories, were adopted
on March 24, at a mass meeting attended by
representatives of organized labor.

—The school teachers of Victoria, B. C., sur-
prised themselves, their friends and foes by go-
ing on strike for two days in support of their
demand for a 10 per cent. increase in salary.
Promise of arbitration by the provincial minister
of education put them back into the schoolroom.

—The Tidewater Boatmen’s Union, involved in
the New York harbor strike, broke away from
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he Marine Workers’ Affiliation and accepted com-
romise terms offered by the private boatowners.
About 2,600 members of this union have been on

itrike. They returned to work with a considerable
dvance in wages.

—The International Fur Workers’ Union bhas
signed an agreement with the Employers’ Asso-
ciation. The Montreal fur workers, who have
been on strike, got the 44-hour week, a reduction
»f four hours, with the same number of legal holi-
days; an increase in pay ranging from 15 to 25
per cent., and the abolition of home work.

—Employers will soon be able to obtain
strike insurance to be issued by a corporation
that has been organized on the mutual plan, ac-
cording to the Insurance Press. The company’s
rates are based upon strike data covering the
period from 1881 to 1919. The company will op-
erate under a charter granted by the State of
Maryland.

—The ninth annual convention of the British
Columbia Federation of Labor which recently ad-
journed at Calgary, Alberta, definitely decided to
adopt a militant attitude to enforce legislation. It
demands a six-hour day and a five-day week, and
the release of all political prisoners. The Soviet
Government is to be vigorously supported, and
the capitalist is declared to be the only alien.

—Thomas C. Atkeson, Washington representa-
tive of the National Grange, stated that the fun-
damental idea of the League of Nations—which
he declared is the prevention of war—has won the
united support of the farmers of the country.
“Until the opponents of the League can offer a
workable scheme that has this same purpose,” said
he, “ they cannot hope to swerve the farmer from
this stand.”

—Secretary of War Baker announced on the
26th that he had asked President Page of the
American Bar Association to appoint a commit-
tee of lawyers to investigate the whole question
of military law, and that Mr. Page had appointed
S. S. Gregory of Chicago, Judge W. P. Bynum of
Greensboro, N. C.; Martin Conboy of New York
City, Judge Andrew Jackson Bruce of Bismarck,
N. D,, and Colonel John Hinckley of Baltimore.

—In an interview for the New York Evening
Sun of March 19th, Dr. John Willis Slaughter
described the saloon of the future as a center
under the auspices of the community where men
will gather to rest after their day’s work, to talk,
study, dance, and enjoy music, elevated by the
company of women from the home. Dr. Slaughter
is the director of the New York Community Coun-
cil of National Defense, which is attempting to
give a practical answer to the question, “ What
shall replace the saloon?

—The Government Ownership League makes
public the voice of labor everywhere as unanimous
and insistent that the Government not only con-
tinue to operate the railways, but to own them.
This decision is the result of a vote taken by the
fourteen labor organizations operating the rail-
roads, and representing 1,900,000 men. Here are
some of the results of the poll: Machinists, for
public control, 180,985, against public control,
426; blacksmiths, for public control, 26,710
against public control, 76; carmen, for public con-
trol, 110,972, against public control, 805.

—In the House of Peers recently a member pre-
sented an interpellation regarding the enforcement
of the * gentlemen’s agreement’ concluded in
1907 between Japan and the United States. He
asked why Japanese are being subjected to strict
regulations, while the Mexicans and Filipinos are
freely admitted to America. Vice Minister of
Foreign Affairs Shidehara replied that the so-
called “ gentlemen’s agreement” did not exist.
There was a voluntary declaration made by Japan
for regulating the influx of Japanese to America.
It means that no Japanese may emigrate, but that
those who are already in America are frce to call
their families from Japan.

Suffrage

—The House of the Territorial Legislature of
Hawaii defeated March 27th the Woman’s Suf-
frage Bill. It is expected it will pass a similar
measure for submission to a plebiscite.

—A comprehensive study of the problem of in-
dustrial housing stands forth as the chief work
of the Scottish Women’s Trade Council during
the year 1918, according to its annual report just
published.

—With only one dissenting vote the Iowa
House of Representatives on March 25 passed the
Senate measure proposing full woman suffrage in
this State through constitutional amendment.
The measure must pass again in both houses of
the next Legislature before it can be submitted
to a popular vote.

—A league of women voters, the exact name
to be determined later, was formed at a session
of the National American Woman Suffrage Asso-
ciation on March 25. Enfranchised members of
the association will belong to the league, and if
the Federal amendment is adopted, the whole as-
sociation will be merged into the new organiza-
tion.

—A bill drawn by L. A. Taschereau, Minister
of Public Works of Quebec Province, provides for
the crcation of a commission to fix a minimum
wage for working women. If the bill becomes
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law, any body of women employes may request
the commission to inquire into the rate of wages
paid them and the finding of the commission will
be binding on both ‘employers and employes.

—News that woman suffrage had been recog-
nized by the proposed League of Nations to the
extent of opening offices in the League to women
reached the annual convention of the National
American Woman Suffrage Association while in
session in St. Louis on March 27th, Mrs. Car-
rie Chapman Catt, President of the National As-
sociation, was the first to see the dispatch, and
declared: “It is wonderful. Suffrage is recog-
nized the world over. It could not be otherwise.”

—The annual report of the Canadian Depart-
ment of Indian Affairs says in reference to In-
dian women in the war: “ The Indian women ren-
dered valuable service in Red Cross work, knit-
ting socks and mufflers, and supplying various
comforts for the soldiers. On a number of the
reserves they operated branches of the Red Cross
with great success,” the counterpart of which fact
is that many tribes contributed virtually every
able-bodied man of military age to the Canadian
ranks.

—More than 80,000 women office workers have
joined trade union organizations during the past
year, according to reports received by the Na-
tional Women’s Trade Union League at its Wash-
ington office. These are for the most part ste-
nographers, clerks, accountants, etc., in the rail-
road offices throughout the country, and in the
various branches of the Federal civil service, and
they represent about one-half of the total increase
in membership recorded by the Brotherhood of
Railway Clerks, the National Federation of Fed-
eral Employes, and the local stenographers and
office workers’ unions, all of these organizations
affiliated with the American Federation of Labor.

—Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt presented the
aims of “ The League of Women Voters ” as fol-
lows: To use its influence to secure final en-
franchisement of the women of every state and
in forcign lands. To remove the remaining legal
discriminations against women in the codes and
constitutions of various States. To make democ-
racy safe for the nation and safe for the world.
Under the third aim, Mrs. Catt asserted that the
war revealed ‘“ many of the flaws in our civiliza-
tion.” One of these, “illiteracy,” she declared,
“is a national danger.” She laid the long delay
of women’s enfranchisement to illiteracy. ‘“‘There
would have been no world war,” she said, ‘““ had
this problem been met fifty years ago.”

—The National Women’s Trade Union League
has issued the call for its sixth biennial conven-
tion, which will be held in Philadelphia beginning
June 2. Virtually every labor organization in the
United States which has women members, and is

affiliated with the American Federation of Labor,
is affiliated with the National Women’s Trade
Union League or its branches. The purposes of
the organisation will be: (1) To organize all
working women into trade unions; (2) to make
possible for women an equality with men in in-
dustrial and professional opportunity; (8) to
make equal pay for equal work a fact and not
just a theory; (4) to translate our nation's war
work standards for women into legislative action,
so as to assurc for women on the constructive
work of peace the same protection that was given
them when on the destructive work of war.”

Co-operation

—The Swedish Co6perative Union has been re-
organized.

—The Moscow Narodny Bank, the Russian
People’s Cobperative Bank, has been nationalized.

—The Soviet Government has nationalized the
Moscow Narodny Bank and confiscated its private
accounts.

—The societies in Austria at present number
about 19,658. 1917 saw an increase of nearly 500
more than in the year 1916.

—The number of codperative societies in Po-
land is 2,011, with 176,000 members, and a total
share capital approximately of $1,260,000.

—From July 1, 1916, the bakeries of the
“ Maison du Peuple ” have baked, almost entirely
at their own expense, 90,000,000 rolls for distribu-
tion among the public.

—A codperative society for the cultivation of
vegetables has been started at Basle. The lead-
ers of the Swiss movement constitute the board
of managers of the new enterprise.

—The Executive Committee of the Radical and
Socialist Party has come out officially for codp-
eration and announces that “ distributive coop-
eration should be supported by the public au-
thorities.” The school of cobperation, founded in
1918 by the Federation of Cobperative Societies,
has renewed its activities.

—Montgomery, Ala., unions have established a
codperative store. The union ‘store will be con-
trolled by 500 of its patrons, who will elect the
manager. It will sell goods on a small margin
and return any surplus to the stockholders. The
stock is issued in $100 shares, which is transfer-
able, but no person may own more than one share.

—There are about 1,488 industrial codperative,
distributive, and productive societies in the United
Kingdom, with a membership of 8,568,769. Tle
total share and loan capital is approximately $889,-
688,680. The total trade approximately (distrib-
utive and productive) annually is $1,187,625,675.
The total profit before {deduction of interest on
share capital) is approximately $94,791,940.



