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ACK-RENTED New Yorkers and Ameri-
cans in general will do well to keep an
eye on Canada. Ottawa has been granted
power by the Ontario Legislature to submit to
the people an ordinance exempting improve-
ments and personal property—excepting water
rates and school taxes—from taxation. The
terms of the ordinance call for an exemption
of 25 per cent. the first year, 50 per cent. the
second year, 75 per cent. the third year, and
a total exemption the fourth year. Persons
who are acquainted with local conditions be-
lieve the people will approve the bill. If it is
approved, Ottawa will in the space of four years
have removed all taxes, save school and water
taxes, from the products of industry, and add-
ed a corresponding amount to the tax on land.
The difference to owners of well improved prop-
erty will not be material, but to the owners of
vacant land or poorly improved land it will
be a compelling influence toward improvement.
New York tenants may well ask themselves what
the effect on rents would be if New York had
fewer vacant lots and more buildings.

EVER was there an easier riddle pro-
pounded than that of Earl Curzon when

he said recently in the British House of Com-
mons: * If the critics of this bill can show the
Government how to rule Ireland without main-
taining forty thousand troops there they will
confer a great favor on the Government.” The
answer is obvious: ‘ Remove the troops.” Earl
Curzon might say this would mean to abandon
the rule of Ireland. Again, the answer is clear;
it might mean the abandonment of the rule of
Ireland by the British, but there would still be
the Irish, and if the former give up the job,
the latter could try their hand. If Irish rule

of Ireland should happen to be worse than the
British rule they will have only themselves to
blame. If the noble Earl really wishes to use
those forty thousand troops anywhere else, he
can rest assured that Ireland will somehow
make out to survive,

THE people who have been hit hardest by
the increased cost of living are the Civil
Service employes. Railroad employes and mem-
bers of the big labor unions have fared better.
But city employes of all kinds have seen their
wages lag far behind the cost of living. A typ-
ical example is seen in the case of the New York
water inspectors who are seeking relief. The
majority of these men are receiving less than
$1,200 a year, yet their appeals are met with
the statement that there are no public funds.
This statement of a lack of money is made in
the face of the fact that there is available a
large fund created by public activities and rep-
resenting public service. Yet, that is going into
private pockets. Land values—increasing now
faster than ever before and due to the growth
of the community and not to anything the
owner does individually—are taxed only a part
of what they could be and should be taxed
if the constitutional limitation were raised. As
long as the values created by public service go
into private pockets there will be difficulty in
finding revenue to pay public servants.

HAT strange obsession afflicts school

boards that they should be so different
from other public bodies? Why should they
be among the worst of employers? Why should
they forever be quarrcling with their employes?
There was a time when employers denied their
men the right of organization, and refused to
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see committees representing them. They arro-
gantly declared they would run their own busi-
ness as they saw fit. But that is a thing of the
past. Few employers now hold out against the
demand for collective bargaining; few, that is,
aside from school boards. These august bodies,
presumably public servants, exclude teachers
from any part in the management of educa-
tion. If protest is made the objectors are in-
vestigated to see if they are traitors or have
Bolshevist tendencies. Political democracy is
recognized, and industrial democracy is rapidly
growing. But there must, if we would heed the
school boards, be no democracy in education.
What nonsense is this? Upon what meat do
these men feed that they are grown so great?
Must the school teachers go through the long
struggle that has marked the advance of or-
ganized labor in order to secure simple justice?

AXATION as a corrective agent appears
to be gaining in favor. It is recorded of
a wealthy Philadelphian living in a nearby sub-
urb that, ¢ because he had refused to become
enthusiastic about war and had not contributed
to war work agencies, and had not by his gen-
cral actions given the country proper support
in war time,” the assessors raised the rating on
his country home from $80,000 to $100,000.
The county commissioners to whom he appealed
reduced the assessment to $75,000, leaving an
increase of $45,000. The tax of ten per cent.
on State bank issues of money stopped its cir-
culation, a similar provision will stop child
labor in mills making interstate goods. Is it
too much to hope that some time the people
will be wise enough to tax vacant lots and va-
cant lands out of existence?

NTI-TRUST laws have had a hard time.

No sooner were they enacted than organ-

ized labor demanded exemption from their op-
eration when members combined to raise wages.
And now the cotton planters want relief so that
they may combine to limit the area devoted to
cotton and thus keep up the price. During
the war the wheat growers were wrothy because
their product was limited in price by the Gov-
ernment, while cotton was not. Now the wheat
men are profiting by the Government guaranty,
and the cotton men are grieved because their
product is not selling for thirty-five cents a

pound. Governor Allen of Kansas says that
thirty-five-cent cotton would be equivalent to
wheat at $8.25 a bushel, which he says would be
absurd. Meantime complaints are coming in
to the Attorney General’s office protesting
against the conspiracy of the Southern Cot-
ton Growers’ Association. But it may be safely
assumed that the cotton growers will receive
the same immunity that was extended to or-
ganized labor. A good round tax on unused
lands will do more to stimulate production than
all the anti-trust laws ever conceived.

S UBMISSION of a bid of $149 a deadweight
ton for building a 12,000-ton freighter by
the Submarine Boat Corporation of Newark,
New Jersey, at a time when the price talked of
varies from $180 to $225 a ton encourages
Chairman Hurley of the Federal Shipping
Board to believe that it is highly probable that
American shipyards will be able to compete with
those of foreign nations. It may be questioned
if such an admission is in good taste at a time
when the tariff advocates are laying plans for
a raid on the Treasury by showing that Ameri-
can shipbuilding cannot survive peace condi-
tions. Nor is Mr. Carse, president of the cor-
poration, a good tariff lover of his country when
he says that experience gained in duplicating
steel cargo ships in quantity demonstrated be-
yond all question that the procedure the com-
pany was following would enable it to continue
shipbuilding successfully at a marked reduction
in cost even though “it was the lowest price
quoted today in the world.” How are we ever
to restore ships to the dutiable list if American
shipbuilders are to act in this manner?

N EXT fall there should be a forum in every
town of size; and in every city there should
be from twelve to a hundred. New York and
environs, we are told, has more than one hun-
dred. Now is the time as the season closes to
plan and organize for the next. Where a suc-
cessful, democratic businessman like Frederick
F. Ingram in Detroit, or George Coleman in
Boston, has devoted time and energy to the
forum it has worked wonders; and the country
is under a lasting debt to civic-minded clergy-
men in hundreds of cities who, without adequate
financial backing to tide them over the first
difficult season or two, have organized or are
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organizing a center for the discussion of public
questions. The forum can be used to tremen-
dous advantage in developing the community
spirit, and in * showing our Bolshevik-minded
people,” as Mr. Ingram puts it, “ how essential
programs can be put through by peaceful means
when we arrive at an understanding.”

HESE are fat days for the confidence man

—not the crude sort foolish enough to be
seen in police courts—but the more skillful
gentleman who wears fine raiment and keeps
within the law. Any one with a glib tongue and
a good stock of the latest rumors from Russia
can raise money on Wall Street to fight Bol-
shevisnt.  Just what Bolshevism is Wall Street
does not exactly know, but there is such catho-
licity of opinion among its friends that the
promoter has plenty of latitude for his sub-
scription lists. The Union League Club of
New York finds serious Bolshevism among peo-
ple who want Negroes admitted to trade
unions. Mr. Ralph Easley of the Civic Fed-
eration finds it variously in the British Labor
Party, the New York Call, the Quakers, the
Roman Catholic Church, and Tae PusrLic,—
everywhere in fact except the immaculate Civic
Federation. Allah be praised, that, at least, is
spotless in a sadly besmirched world. The
Taxpayers’ Public Utility Magazine has traced
it to its sourcc in the President’s Cabinet. Mr.
George Harvey, more astute still, finds it in
the President himself! As near as can be
determined Singletax is Bolshevism; Socialism,
whether Christian, Marxian, or parlor, is Bol-
shevism; Prohibition is Bolshevism. Any one
who is out of a job is assuredly a Bolshevist.
So is any one who respects the Ten Command-
ments or favors a reduction of more than four
dollars in the price of steel. But let not the
faithful lose heart. Not even the finger of sus-
picion has yet been pointed toward Senator
Penrose:; and the Protective Tariff still stands.
Meanwhile Wall Street is in a mood to sub-
scribe.

DMISSION of Negroés to trade unions

is on the increase. This is ome of the

most hopeful signs of advance in the entire la-
bor movement. History not only in America
but throughout the world proves that differ-
ences in race or religion between neighboring

groups are in the long run used principally for
their economic exploitation. Just as the Ro-
manoffs set Jews and Christians at each other’s
throats, so the Hapsburgs played the various
races and creeds of Austria against each other.
Irish landlordism, the real enemy of all Irish-
men, has sedulously fostered old)hatreds be-
tween Catholics and Protestants, and incident-
ally prolonged its own life by many years, while
its dupes fought each other blind to the fact
that landlordism is the common enemy of
both. The use of racial antagonisms in America
is well illustrated by the frequent practice of
mine operators and steel companies in the em-
ployment of laborers as divergent as possible
in race, language, and creed. Each barrier to
friendly intercourse among the workers makes
their exploitation casier. So with whites and
Negroes. Social antagonisms carried over into
the economic field have been used by interests’
that will exploit a white man as readily as a
black man. The Negro and the white are
not natural enemies. Only the artificial restric-
tion of opportunities makes them seemingly so.
The future welfare of both lies in friendly co-
operation, not only in the swceping away of
man-made barriers, but in the days of greater
frcedom when those barriers have been de-
stroyed.

NLIGHTENED selfishness is doing heroic
service these days. Employers are urged

to adopt the new order as a legitimate means of
increasing business. Shop efficiency, industrial
democracy, participation in management, profit
sharing, all are advocated on the ground that
they will increase dividends. Justice to labor,
in other words, pays financially. It is not an
unreasonable supposition, and its truth has
becn demonstrated in a sufficient number of
cases to warrant a trial in all. But the idea
stands for something more than greater divi-
dends. It has ethical possibilities as well as
financial. The spirit of fairness that is to be
established between employer, and employe and
the sense of responsibility must affect character
no less than bank accounts. To change a con-
dition in which employer and employe look upon
cach other as antagonists to one in which they
are mutually interested is to reverse the current
of influence, and build up social conditions in
which the successful man, instead of having
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watchmen about his house day and night, will
be surrounded by admiring neighbors.

Our Troops in Russia

WHETHER or not we recognize the Rus-
sian Soviet Government, or feed its
people, or let them starve, there is one thing
we must do: We must withdraw our troops.
Sent there as a legitimate war measure during
the struggle with Germany, and with no inten-
tion of interfering with the internal affairs of
the country, the rapid shifting of events finds
us at the point of signing a peace treaty with
Germany while American lives are being sacri-
ficed in the land of a former ally. This is hu-
miliating and embarrassing to the people at
home, and if we can depend upon the dispatches
regarding discontent at the front, it is embar-
rassing to the men in Northern Russia.

Shall the United States recognize the Soviet
Government? That is perhaps the most em-
barrassing dilemma that has ever presented it-
self to any American administration; for it
means either a reversal of our traditional policy
of recognizing de facto governments, or a pre-
suming to dictate to a government of another
people. Imperfect as our information regard-
ing Russia is, there can no longer be any doubt
that Lenine and Trotzky constitute the de facto
government of the country. That that govern-
ment does not correspond in political ethics to
our preconceived notions is Russia’s concern.
We are called upon to recognize a government
originating in a revolution against autocracy,
but having within itself the elements of autoc-
racy. Admitting, however, that the Soviet
Government is autocratic, recognition of the
fact of its existence would be no more than the
recognition of the existence of a new Czar
who might have established himself in Russia
before the revolution.

But all questions of doubt have been swept
away by the fact that American troops must
be withdrawn from Russia at the earliest pos-
sible moment. Consideratijon for those who have
devoted themselves to our service demands their
rescue. The desperate plight of the Russians
demands that we do what we can to feed them.
If the Soviet Government is not the choice of
the mass of the Russian people, they at least
nccept it passively. Whenever it does not repre-

sent the mass of the people it will be in their
power to discard it. For, if an outraged people

" could overthrow the Czar in spite of the army

and navy at his command, they can overthrow
the Soviet Government under similar conditions.

Having recognized one government of the
revolution, there was necessarily doubt as to
when a new revolutionary government should
be recognized ; but time has removed that doubt.
We are now concerned with the alternative of
dealing with a government that the Russian
people have set up, or of sending to that coun-
try an army sufficiently strong to set up a gov-
ernment that we think they should have, There
is no longer any question. We must withdraw
our troops from Russia.

New York’s Housing Problem

ISING rents make thoughtful people
pause. The indifferent are beginning to
give heed. The pinch is felt in New York more
keenly than elsewhere because of the extra
population brought by the war and the lack of
building during the past two years. There
are no vacant houses, apartments, or rooms.
The only immediate relief is to double up or
lenve the city. It is not necessary under these
conditions for landlords to raise rents. Ten-
ants do it for them. Flat hunters are paying
agents fees to find them vacant places, and when
found they bid against other tenants for the
privilege of having shelter. It is a landlord’s
year. Bills have been introduced in the Legis-
lature proposing various remedies. It may be
doubted if any of these will accomplish ma-
terial relief. Grosser abuses may be checked,
but there can be no doubt that there will be a
heavy advance in rents, and that they will stay
up for some time.

A proposal has been before the people of
New York for forty years that would have
prevented this advance in rents, and that if ap-
plied now will reduce it. This plan has been
indorsed by the ablest economists and the great-
est moralists, yet the rent payers and wage
earners have gone on with rent outrunning
wages, paying little attention to the means at
hand for relief. The facts now compel them
to give heed. Rents that have steadily gained
upon income have suddenly taken such a leap
forward that even the indifferent must take
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notice. We have arrived at the jumping-off
place. We can go no further. We must turn
back.

The simple remedy staring the people in the
face all these years is to shift taxes from houses
to land, taxing the land according to its value
without regard to its improvements. Allan
Robinson, president of the City and Suburban
Homes Company, has suggested as a practical
business proposition that in order to balance
the greater cost in building the city shall ex-
empt improvements from taxation for eleven
years. This he figures will equal the one-third
excess cost at the present time. If exemption
for eleven years will equal one-third the cost,
a perpetual exemption will be a still greater
inducement to build, and the larger number
of buildings put up will bring down the rent
to a reasonable figure.

How long are the rack-rented tenants of
New York going to ignore this fact?

Mexico and Natural Resources

HAT it makes a difference whose ox is

gored is as apparent now as in the days
of Aesop. The Christian Science Monitor of
recent date condemned in good round terms the
practice of exploiting natural resources in this
country, and called upon the present and fu-
ture administrations to observe toward the nat-
ural resources that “still remain ” the policy
laid down by President Roosevelt.

Upon the same page is an editorial on the
oil situation in Mexico, in which emphatic con-
demnation is visited upon the Carranza Govern-
ment for declaring oil and mineral lands public
property, and laying a special tax on the com-
panies exploiting these wells and mines.

This raises two interesting points. Have the
men in charge of present-day affairs done their
whole duty when they have conserved the nat-
ural resources that *still remain” on public
lands? Have the people of this generation no
recourse in regard to the beneficiaries of the
“looting ”—to use the Monitor’s term—of a
past generation?

The men who passed the Broadway street
car franchise in New York were sent to the
penitentiary for selling their votes; but the
men who bought the votes were allowed to keep
the franchise, which has ever since been recog-

nized as valid property. When presented in
this form no one will defend it but the bene-
ficiary or his hired attorney. But the moral
question remains even when the legislator in
good faith gives away the rights of the people.
A man might have a moral right to sell himself
into slavery, but would have no right to sell
his children. As the natural resources of the
earth are indispensable to life, the people of
all generations have an equal right to their
use. If a child sold into slavery would have a
moral right to recover his freedom, so the
people deprived of the natural resources have a
right to recover them.

In this country it is sought to reéstablish
the right of the people in the natural resources
of the country that have been alienated by
former generations by means of special taxes
that will transfer to the public treasury the
annual value conferred upon the resources by
the people.

If America has the moral right to do this—
and none but a few of the beneficiaries and
their paid attorneys question it—Mexico also
has that right. It is the misfortune of Presi-
dent Carranza that he chose the wrong side in
this war. By doing what he could as a neutral
for Germany to hamper the Allies, he aroused
the prejudices of the victors, and the exploiters
of Mexican resources have been quick to take
advantage of it.

But the looting of the natural resources both
in the United States and in Mexico must be
righted if society is to escape the reign of vio-
lence that has overtaken Russia and Germany.

Food Control

R. HOOVER'’S droll cable to release the

packers from all supervision comes at a
time when the joke is appreciated. The tragic
and the comic seem inextricably mixed where
the packers are concerned. But not since Mr.
Mann ruined his chances for the Speakership
by accepting a beef steak and a sadly dilapi-
dated horse has anything so delightfully hu-
morous appeared as Mr. Hoover’s decision to
cease lording it over Mr. Swift and Mr. Ar-
mour. May we not now expect the Kaiser to
send forth a proclamation from Holland
abandoning his supervision over Paris and
London? For one has exercised about as much
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control as the other. Never at any stage in the
war has there been any control except that pro-
posed by the packers themselves. The Con-
gressional investigation revealed the fact that
the packers were so thoroughly intrenched that
all the Food Administration could do was to
secure their good will. No restrictions were
laid down that seriously interfered with their
sacred prerogatives. And probably if any had
been proposed they would have failed. The
remedy does not lie in the establishment of bu-
reaucratic control, but in divorcing production
from monopoly.

It has been customary with the public to re-
gard the meat packers as dealing almost ex-
clusively in meats, but the Federal Trade Com-
mission has shown that their control over sub-
sidiary supplies is almost as great. Through
monopolistic control over railroads, refriger-
ator cars, stock yards and storage houses, and
through tariff monopolies they have been able
to extend their grip gradually over the greater
part of the food and clothing supplies of the
nation. According to Mr. Colver’s records
their control over cheese, butter, eggs, evapor-
ated milk, poultry, and canned fruits and
vegetables is virtually as powerful as their grip
upon live stock. The joint interests of the
three leading packers seem to extend to virtu-
ally 400 industrial enterprises and to the con-
trol of cold storage plants in approximately
1,100 places.

No regulation of prices, however drastic, will
succeed in the face of control so widely ex-
tended. The power of the packers to manipu-
late the foodstuffs of the nation lies in their
control over the stock markets, on the one
hand, and the distributing system of the nation,
on the other. Real government ownership of
railroads will help in part, provided we can
keep the packers from owning the government.
It is imperative that ownership and control of
the stock yards be divorced from any firm or
combination of firms, and that the refrigerator
car system of the country be placed absolutely
at the service of all on equal terms.

Housing and Infant Mortality

PEOPLE live in tenements or alleys gener-
ally because they are poor. Cases of mil-
lionaires who voluntarily seek the alleys are

rare. Hence the recently published figures of
the Children’s Bureau upon the evil effects of
bad housing may be taken as a commentary
upon poverty. The low wage goes hand in
hand with bad housing, and the standard of liv-
ing varies with the thickness of the pay en-
velope.

The studies made by the Bureau show strik-
ing contrasts. The outward difference between
dwellers in houses fronting on streets and the
less fortunate who live in houses fronting on
alleys is one of social standing. A far more
vital difference is shown in the mortality tables
which reveal 68 less infant deaths per thousand.
Where there is an average of less than one per-
son to a room, the infant mortality rate is
128.8 per thousand. This is high enough, but
increasing the average by one person per room
raises the death rate to 177.8. An increase of
two persons to each room raises the death rate
to 261.7. Here indeed is more than a social
difference. The contrast between the home and
the tenement is even more striking. Where one
family homes are the rule, the death rate of
babies is 86.1 per thousand. Crowd seven or
more families into a house and the rate rises to
286.6.

And the remedy? ¢ Sufficient room . .
well constructed buildings which insure freedom
from dampness and drafts . . . provision for
the admission of sufficient sunshine,””—these are
the specifications for Utopia. It would be well
to call in an architect before we go any farther.
Architects everywhere are preaching the impos-
sibility of dealing with the housing problem
until the land problem is dealt with. The ris-
ing values of land make space so valuable that
every available inch must be used. Overcrowd-
ing is unavoidable so long as land within the
reach of transportation and social facilities is
so costly. Compactly built rookeries may be
constructed, but they leave no room for the
much needed sunshine. The second largest city
in America has some of the worst slums in
America, yet sixty per cent of its area is vacant.
When our cities learn to release their idle areas
from the grip of the speculator they will
have more room for sunshine. It is futile
to expect fundamental housing reform until
then, for the housing problem is ultimately
the problem of the proper development of
land.
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. The Distance of Indiana from Civilization
By the Washington Correspondent of The Public

INDIANA is one of five States that have no
laws limiting the working hours of women.
Indiana employers are very violently opposed
to any law setting limits. They say that women
over eighteen years of age are perfectly capable
of taking care of themselves, and any law limit-
ing their ability to contract freely with em-
ployers would be a serious infringement upon
the personal liberty of the women of Indiana.
So far, no woman in Indiana has come forward
to protest, but doubtless the male employers
are perfectly competent to speak for them.

Miss Mary Van Kleeck, Director of the
Woman in Industry Service of the Department
of Labor, thinks otherwise. She has just been
to Indiana and has submitted to the Governor
a report of a survey made by her agents in that
State. Over 112 large industrial plants were
visited. The record of those 112 plants indi-
cates to just what extent the supervision over
the health and safety of Indiana women may be
intrusted to private employers. It is very
generally accepted, for instance, that continu-
ous daily employment for more than eight
hours is injurious. This has been so thoroughly
established that even the Supreme Court of the
United States admits it. Only ten per cent. of
the factories inspected in Miss Van Kleeck’s
survey have an eight-hour day. In a third of
them ten hours is the rule, with no overtime.
Individual instances were found of women
working as long as 65 hours a week in a cloth-
ing factory, 78 hours a week in one cannery,
and 84 hours in another cannery. The last of
these will bear more or less examination, as it is
equivalent to a twelve-hour day, seven days per
week. A casket factory operates on & 75-hour
week for women.

One little woman reported that she got break-
fast for the family, took her baby to the
nursery, and was at work at 7 a. m. and worked
until 6 at night, with one hour off at noon.
After that she came for her baby, got supper,
did the family washing, and went to bed at
midnight.

The plea will be made that individual em-
ployers are well disposed, but the individual em-
ployer has long since lost touch with the in-

dividual worker and is wholly dependent upon
a foreman whose attitude is often remote from
that of either the employer or the employe. The
survey is replete with instances of employers
who are apparently well disposed but ill in-
formed. The National Biscuit Company, for
instance, which complies with the stringent
laws of Illinois, has women working nights in
Indiana, where therc is no law. The very worst
instance of over-employment of women, a case
where a working week as long as 88 hours and
40 minutes was found, was in a factory the
head of which is a very high official of the Ship-
ping Board, and a gentleman who is in the habit
of making very excellent speeches with regard
to the humane treatment of labor.

The economic effects of this sort of thing
are shown convincingly in instance after in-
stance. Here is a specimen: “ Mrs. A. has
been four years at Blank’s. She worked three
and a half years at armature winding. Most
girls give out in a year or two at this work,
but Mrs. A was a strong, well woman,
weighing 179 pounds when she began and 140
when she stopped. She says she has seen many
little red-cheeked girls start in there and slowly
go down until they were broken and had to
leave. She is now working on a grinding
machine and likes the work, although she says,
‘ Your hands always are wet and you get rheu-
matism from it.’”

Here is part of the cost of making baskets.
“The Dash Basket Company employs twelve
men, sixteen women, and four girls under eigh-
teen, in weaving baskets. The only toilet facili-
ties are two tin buckets and two tin mugs, one
set on each floor. No soap and no towels. One
wash basin for everybody. Last year there were
eleven persons from this factory placed in a
tuberculosis ward of the county hospital.

These things do not occur because employers
are inhuman, but because labor to them is
merely one of many items in the cost of produc-
tion, and its supervision is delegated to super-
intendents who have no immediate interest be-
yond speeding up production. One employer,
for instance, said that he had an impression that
during the influenza epidemic his employes had
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to work “ a little overtime.” Investigation in-
dicated that * a little overtime » meant sixteen
hours extra per week.

The long day is inefficient. Executive after
executive in the survey volunteered to Miss Van
Kleeck’s agents some little anecdotes of per-
sonal experience with regard to the shorter
day. One said that he had operated another
factory and had reduced the hours to eight with
no diminution of output. In one of the fac-
tories there had been actual reductions from ten
to nine hours, with an increase in output. One
man said he could “ probably get the same out-
put in a couple of hours less, say seven.”

Let it not be assumed that the worst condi-
tions were mnecessarily found in factories.
Women were found working twelve hours a day
seven days per week on railroads under Govern-
ment control. They were working as track
cleaners. Their duties were to go out with
wheelbarrows and shovel up stones and dirt in
the yards. Here again, we have a case where

the employer knows nothing about it, for the
Director General of Railroads had issued
orders in September that women should not be
employed in this sort of work. The reason
given by the railroad superintendent for the
employment of women is interesting. He said
that it was formerly their custom to employ
colored men for this work, and it was necessary
to employ women * because white men will not
do the work.”

Doubtless the State of Indiana will deal with
this problem as a State, but has the time not
come for more than the State of Indiana to take
an interest? These women and children work
in factories of Indiana that make automobiles
which are purchased in Florida and California.
They compete with the able-bodied male labor-
ers of Ohio and Michigan. These women make
food products such as mince meat and canned
beans. Have the people of New York and
Illinois who eat these products no interest in the
conditions under which they are made? '

Human Science versus Physical Science as

a Promoter of Peace
By Lucia Ames Mead

National Secreiary of Woman’s Peace Party; Lecturer on International Arbitration, Economic, and Social
Questions; Author of ‘ Patriotism and the Ncuw Internationalism,” “ Swords and Plowshares,” Etc.

HARVARD professor emeritus of phys-

ics has propounded at much length the

doctrine that future war is best to be prevented

by research in chemistry and physics making

possible such wholesale, instant destruction
that men would be afraid to go to war.

He bases this on the theory that fear is the
only deterrent, since “man is a fighting ani-
mal;”? “the fighting instinct has shown little
change in the masses since the time of Cain
and Abel.” His whole argument is confused
and sophistical, and is dangerous because when
an able, honest scientist talks he is listened to.
Were he speaking on his own subject of physi-
cal science we might listen and learn. But
when he speaks on questions of human science,
which involve political, economic, and moral
problems, he is in a world in which knowledge
of gases and of trinitrotolulol gives one no
advantage in judgment.

The solutions to be arrived at in Paris de-
pend largely upon fundamental principles. If
these are false, the details of application will
be vitiated. It is a matter of world importance
to know whether free ports and a neutralized
Adriatic would best keep Italians from hating
and dreading Jugoslavs and an international-
ized Dantzic keep Poles from attacking Ger-
mans, or whether they can be kept from each
other’s throats by encouraging their chemists
to invent more diabolic gases.

If the theory that “ man is a fighting ani-
mal ” continues to be used in its perverted
sense and scientists teach unscientific statements
about it, the blood of millions may again drench
the earth. Is it not high time to teach in every
grammar school that * fighting ” in this bor-
rowed sense does not mean that man instinct-
ively engages in collective homicide, but that
he instinctively struggles? The double use of
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the word “ fight ” has done untold harm. It has
been applied equally to the work of Hindenburg
and the work of Peary “fighting” his way
over arctic wastes, of yellow fever experi-
menters * fighting ” disease, of Wright * fight-
ing ” to master the air, of laborers ¢ fighting ”
poverty, hunger, disease, death ; of ‘the work of
all heroic souls who are trying to overcome the
obstacles in their environment. Struggle is
wholesome and everlastingly necessary.

War means organized fighting en masse and
destruction of one’s own species. It has no
counterpart in the animal world. A pack of
wolves never attacks another pack of wolves.
A nest of snakes never attacks another nest of
snakes. Man alone systematically destroys
his fellows, not because it is instinct, but be-
cause a few control the many and can frighten,
allure, or bribe them into it. Human nature
has very little to do in creating long-prepared
organized slaughter with modern machinery.
The common people in no country wanted to
go to war in 1914.

The old unscientific tradition that man must
in the nature of things get what he wants by
war and the new scientific principle that there
are more effective weapons than those of force
have been contending behind closed doors on
the Quai d’Orsay. Men have seen the British
Empire, covering a large part of the globe,

including every race and language and religion,
but having peace within its borders; they have
seen forty-eight States from the Atlantic to
the Pacific in which eighty interstate quarrels
have been settled by a Supreme Court within
180 years, and they have seen the Canadian bor-
der line unguarded for a century between two
great nations simply because they both used
common sense. : .

A great many very simple people who know
nothing of chemistry or physics, but who do
know human nature, are doing some hard
thinking nowadays. And they mean to tell the
wise and prudent that the kind of knowledge
which we need now is not more knowledge of
poisons or explosives, but more knowledge of
democracy and codperation and free transit of
goods across border lines.

A little knowledge is a dangerous thing, and
a great knowledge of one science is a dangerous
thing if not accompanied by knowledge of other
sciences. Chemistry and physics are like fire.
The world knew too much about them before
it learned enough of political science to control
them and prevent their destroying almost as
much as they created. What the world su-
premely needs today is the science of human
relationships and in this some learned profes-
sors will have to join the primary class and
unlearn many traditions.

Opportunities for Child Culture

By William L. Chenery

Well-known publicist; formerly chief editorial iwriter of thc Chicago Herald and the Committce on Public
Information

HEN the young manhood of America
went out to vindicate the right of this

nation to continue to enjoy on land and sea
the privileges of a free people, we realized
sharply that those who were carrying so heavy

a responsibility had not themselves been alto-

gether justly treated by this Republic.

As America began to understand what the
great spectacle of the nation in arms revealed,
a firm resolve was accordingly registered that
the men of other generations should be given
a fairer opportunity. Millions trooped from
every section of the land all eager to fight and
willing to die that the American tradition of lib-
erty might live. But as they stood up to be

counted it was obvious that in times past the
United States had been fatally wasteful of its
children.

The nation whose very continuance depended
on the strength of its sons, had refused to think
in other years about the children who were now
soldiers. As the drafts were called out it was
evident that nearly one man in every three was
disqualified because of defects which very
largely might have been prevented or cured.
During the entire war it is reckoned that two
million potential soldiers were excluded from-
the army because they did not measure up to
the health standards set. Other appalling
numbers showed the incompetency which re-



404

The Public

Twenty-second Year

sults from illiteracy and from a refusal of the
nation to think in terms of statesmanship about
the welfare of its citizens.

The realization that millions who had got
little save neglect from this Republic were be-
ing asked to give everything was not pleasant.
At the same time every nation in Europe en-
gaged in the struggle for life and death was
brought face to face with a similar body of
fact. Consequently there as here a determina-
tion arose to build more wisely and more justly
for the future.

In the spirit of this resolve the President,
through the Children’s Bureau, has called an
informal conference of men and women from
various countries who are able to say what the

war has taught the world as to its children.
Out of this conference, to be held in Washington
in May, and subsequently in other American
cities, an important contribution to the crea-
tion of a world opinion upon the problems af-
fecting the children should be made. Certainly
there must be certain ¢ irreducible minimum
standards ” of human welfare, which every gov-
ernment ought to assure all its people. The
nurture, the health, the education, and the pro-
tection of children from premature labor, the
first essentials among such standards, are mat-
ters of international concern, which no states-
men who care about the continued prosperity
of this or any other nation can afford to
forget.

The World Issue

By Edward Paul

HE world war has brought to the atten-

tion of all peoples an issue of pressing im-
portance. Its solution by the Peace Confer-
ence will enable the world to escape the throes
that have agonized Russia. The solution of
the matter, now at length made clear, cannot
be put off into the indefinite future.

This great issue is between the rights of
inanimate property to satisfaction and those
of living humanity. Shall property be held
sacred when any human creature is dying in
sordid misery? Shall capitalism prevail over
humanism ?

Radicals are not hard to find who see no
service in what capitalism has rendered the
world. They have not speculated on the num-
ber of centuries we should probably have had
to wait to enjoy the comforts of electricity, the
benefits of modern sanitation, the delights of
exquisite music preserved in wax, if monarchy
had crumbled into anarchy.

And it is not to be doubted that the spread
of material comforts is becoming more and
more extended. With each new invention, and
its rapid exploitation, by an eager and lusty
capitalism, those creature comforts are placed
within the reach of lower and lower strata of
human beings.

This fact leads us to the question. Wherein
does contentment lie? Individual human exist-

ence is alone justified by the possibility of en-
Jjoying all the legitimate cravings for progres-
sion. There is ingrained in every individual
that germ of independence which declares that
he is potentially the equal of his neighbor. Con-
tentment is, therefore, the equation of one’s
own possibility of soul satisfaction over the
actualities of satisfaction enjoyed by the neigh-
bor. Never has poverty existed in worse degree
than at the present day. Nor has opulence
ever been so lavishly displayed on so broad a
scale. Consequently, despite the great strides
forward in the command of the material re-
sources of nature, there never has been a mo-
ment in the history of the world when the issue
was so intense, thanks to the advance made by
the average human intelligence.

Condemning the perpetuation of the present
social order, we must bear in mind an extenu-
ating circumstance. It is that the present
economic rulers are moved by what they con-
sider just self-expression. So great is their
wealth that they cannot spend on themselves
even the income thereof. The zest in life which
these men feel does not come from the creature
pleasures which their fortunes provide. Their
real joy comes from what they consider to be
the rendering of their best services to the world.

These men recall the political dictators of
old. Alexander learned from his conquests that
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his civilization was superior to that of other
peoples. Cesar likewise. Relatively, the aim
of these warriors was essentially political, for
the industrial age had not been reached.

We have made progress, however, for the old
time political dictator has fallen into utter dis-
repute. We look back in horror at that era of
civilization when human beings were almost
valueless pawns in an essentially political game.
The method of those men for the usurpation of
political power has forever been discredited with
the fall of the German Kaiser.

But we have the dictator still with us. We
do not see him, but we can feel the pressure
he brings to bear upon our lives. He combines
with others of his kind to control the supply
of necessities. He makes two or three times
the ante-war profits from the families and

friends of the soldiers who die at the fronmt -

without the luxury of a decent burial. He usurps
economic power and by his single solitary fiat
renders happy or crushes down to a lower
standard of living millions of his unconscious
subjects in order that he may raise the
standard of distant peoples to satisfy them for
the loss of their natural wealth, while weaving
about them imperceptible threads which grow
to Gordian knots.

This dictator is the only true representative
and interpreter of God on earth. He brooks
interference with the working of his revealed
dictum with the same grace that was shown in
parallel circumstances by the Inquisitors of an-
other century. The sword of the latter is the
economic necessity of the former. Let the
peace table now take the place of painfully
thwarted social evolution and teach the present
dictator that the only divine interpretation of
God’s aim with us is that interpretation which
President Wilson has found in the bosom of the
masses.

Is the New Democracy going to permit the
development of the earth by self-appointed dic-
tators at the cost of the happiness of hundreds
of generations? These men would span the
earth with countless railroads, drain the energy
of the last waterfall, dig up the last ounce of
mineral, fill the air with marvelous machines,
at the earliest possible moment. The speed
with which we are dressing inanimate nature in
these wonderful works of man is so great that
we have not considered the needs of the weaker

classes. Dray horses are not used for racing.
Yet the “lower” classes of our beautiful Euro-
pean civilization are forced to contribute to
the carrying out of the divine interpretation of
the self-imposed dictator beyond their physical
strength and at the cost of their earthly happi-
ness. Thirty-three per cent. of the young men
in the first draft were unfit for a strenuous out-
door life. Eighty-five per cent. of the people
of New York City die penniless, after a life-
time of fairly honest toil. The majority of

- the school children of that city have avoidable

defects. Last year was children’s year. By
the diversion of an insignificant fraction of our
war energy, we save from death about one hun-
dred thousand children.

Shall progress continue to be as rapid as it
has been and at the cost that has been exacted
from human hearts, or shall we repudiate the
divine interpretation of those dictators who are
lining the pathway with baby skeletons? Shall
the footstool of the good God be brought to a
state of material perfection even at the cost of
the happiness of countless generations of human
beings; or shall the development of the inani-
mate earth be only a stimulus to the mental,
physical, and spiritual development of human-
ity as a whole? Who shall say that the indi-
vidual must wither while the world is more and
more?

Canadian Farmers Serve

Notice
By George W. Atkinson

T HE widely-discussed farmers’ platform
adopted by the Canadian Council of Agri-
culture is worrying Canadian politicians, The
Council is a permanent representative party
composed of delegates chosen annually by seven
provincial associations and trading societies of
farmers of four Provinces. It is aimed to have
representation in all the Provinces of the
Dominion. It has held joint conferences with
bankers’ and manufacturers’ associations, and
has been consulted by the Dominion Government
on matters of national importance. A cate-
gorical answer is demanded of members of Par-
liament to the question, “Do you or do you
not support the platform?” An answer in the
negative will be followed by an independent can-
didate.
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The platform declares for a league of na-
tions to secure peace by removing old causes
of conflict; further development of the Empire
along lines of partnership, but no centralized
control ; payment of the war debt by develop-
ment of natural resources, now curtailed
directly and indirectly by the protective tariff;
free trade with Great Britain by a gradual re-
duction of tariff within five years; acceptance
of reciprocity with the United States. The
platform also declares for the nationalization
of natural resources; public ownership of
public utilities; and the opening up of idle
land by means of a heavy tax. Broad prin-
ciples are laid down for the return of soldiers
to productive enterprise; government by order
in council is denounced and proportional rep-
resentation and direct legislation are advocated,
together with woman’s right to a seat in Par-
liament.

The farmers, the new Labor Party, and the
Great War veterans show a strong tendency to
get together on important issues. Never before
were Canadian politicians faced by so stiff-
necked an electorate, and never before did such
an opportunity come to a body of Canadian
producers. ’

The Difficulties of Prophecy

By David Starr Jordan

Chancellor Emeritus Lcland Stanford, Jr., University

IN the city of Buffalo, in 1910, I had occa-
sion to say: “War between great nations
is an impossibility in the future because the
financial leaders of every nation would veto the
proposition. All civilized men today are so
bound together by the golden chains of business
that war would mean material suicide. The
world is a colossal market. No trader would
dare even to desire to overturn bins and destroy
shops, not only because of the resentment of
others, but because he values his own trading
opportunities as well.”

As a prophecy these words score a failure,
and yet the statement is absolutely true.

The first responsibility for the war cannot be
thrown on the people of any country; nor on
finance, or commerce. The insistence on war
came from a relatively small group who wanted
to make terrorism an adjunct to trade and who
hoped to build up a greater Germany at the ex-

pense of her neighbors, the primary aim being
the maintenance of privileged caste (royalty,
aristocracy, plutocracy) at home. The weak
point, as we well knew, consisted in this, that the
final decision lay with a weak, boastful, vacil-
lating, and cowardly egotist, whose only
strength lay in carrying water on both shoul-
ders. With a decision in such hands all argu-
ments drawn from sanity or interest were falsi-
fied. Commerce and banking in Germany were
against war; militarism and privilege unquali-
fiedly for it. Ballin, representing the overseas
commerce, and von Guinner, representing the
four great banks, opposed it to the last. But
the Kaiser won to his side hundreds of cheap
business men by lavish promises of sharing the
indemnity.

Those who knew the business side best were
most confident of avoiding war. But, in Ger-
many, you cannot trust real self-interest as
against greed and glory.

The danger as to prophecy increases the
more you know of conditions. I had an illus-
tration in England.

No man in England is more qualified to fore-
tell the political future than Henry N. Brails-
ford. I visited him once at his home at Wel-
wyn. While we were talking in the garden a
merle (black robin) came in and began to sing.
A favorite cat watched him closely. I said,
“ That cat will get that bird.” “No,” said
Brailsford, “our cat is well trained, she never
touches birds.” At that minute the cat leaped
and the merle’s feathers were scattered over the
garden. You can never trust cats or kings—
the bird-devouring cats or the “folk-devouring
kings,” as Homer called them.

CURRENT THOUGHT

Greatest Step in a Thousand Years

THE League of Nations is the greatest step

toward peace in a thousand years. The idea
of substituting reason for force in the settlement
of international disputes is in itself an epoch-mak-
ing advance. The Constitution of the League as
announced provides for three things which con-
stitute in themselves an advantage the importance
of which can scarcely be estimated. Deliberation
before the war—the investigation of all disputes of
their kind and character before hostilities begin.
This almost ends war. The idea is taken from the
thirty treaties negotiated by the United States with
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three-quarters of the world. Our nation, there-
fore, gives to the peace league its greatest piece
of machinery. Second, the reduction of armaments
will make it impossible for a nation to prepare for
war without notifying the world of its intention.
Third, the abolition of secret treaties, which will
do much to prevent the combinations which lead
to war. If the League of Nations did nothing more
than provide these three things our nation would
be justified in supporting it to the utmost. It is
not to be expected that so great an idea as the
League of Nations would be made perfect in detail
in so short a time. There are defects that should
be corrected, and the fullest discussion of proposed
amendments should be invited. . . . The Pres-
ident has done the best he could, but he will be
aided by intelligent criticism from those friendly
to the idea.—From a Statement by William Jen-
nings Bryan.

The Wicked and Their Wickedness

HAT sly methods of propaganda these

wicked Bolsheviki have! To approach the
business men of this country with offers to buy
vast quantities of products at a time when a mar-
ket is so much needed and to have $200,000,000
in gold ready to back up credit! Isn’t it mean
to take advantage of an American weakness, the
love of gold? Shocking! Shocking!—The New
York Call.

Your Congress!

CONGRESS, as now composed and conducted, is

about 99 per cent. politics—end-in-itself poli-
tics. That is the chief reason why it does not func-
tion. Most of its perversions and waste and
inefficiencies are due to that fact, that it has become
a gigantic political stock exchange, gambling in
pork and patronage and spoils and perquisites.—
Lynn Haines, Secretary National Voters’ League,
in the Farmers’ Open Forum.

Profiteering

P ROFITEERING, for instance, has been con-

spicuous in every warring nation, Central or
Western. This kind of commercial vampirism
must stop. Similarly, the attempt of vested
privilege in general to use patriotism as a mask
for the advancement of jts own reactionary in-
terests and the undoing of the work of social re-
formers and reconstructionists in the years be-
fore the war must be met by a flat-footed oppo-
sition if peace with justice is to be made and to
endure. Setting one’s own national house in or-
der is an essential part of the international peace
process. Without a clear recognition of this fact
and a determination to oust profiteering interests
in general from the ranks of individual nations
even the promising League of Peace will prove
but an abortive dream.—Frank Monroe Crouch, in
the Chronicle.

The Child of Faculty

IT is good that children of faculty, as dis-

tinguished from capacity, should not have
too many books to read, or too much of early
lessoning. The increase of examinations in our
country will increase its capacity and diminish its
faculty. We shall have more compilers and re-
ducers, and fewer thinkers; more modifiers and
completers, and fewer inventors.—George Mac-
donald in “ Robert Falconer.”

Truth and Justice Must Win Out

OTHING future is quite secure. States

enough have inwardly rotted; and democracy
as a whole may undergo self-poisoning. But, on
the other hand, democracy is a kind of religion,
and we are bound not to admit its failure. Faiths
and utopias are the noblest exercise of human
reason, and no one with a spark of reason in him
will sit down fatalistically before the croaker’s
picture. The best of us are filled with the contrary
vision of a democracy stumbling through every
error till its institutions glow with justice and its
customs shine with beauty. The ceaseless whisper
of the more permanent ideals, the steady tug of
truth and justice, give them but time, must warp
the world in their direction.—William James, in
““ Memories and Studies.”

Citizens, Arise!

RISE, Citizens, arise ! the mad world-war is done,
But our divinest duty has only now begun.
With every power we now must work to make a
righteous world,

To hold Truth’s standard steadfast, to wave
Truth’s flag, unfurled,

To plow and sow the shadowed earth until it
blooms anew,

To make the Word of Prophet and Philosopher

come true.
- - - * *
Behold ! the dreams that prophets dreamed are now
upon the way—

A League of Nations may be formed to match the
dawning Day,

A bond of human Brotherhood, a true God-welded
bond,

To hold mankind together, with cohesion far
beyond

The strength that comes from weapons and from
armaments of might,

Nations allied to Nations by Everlasting Right.

Rise, Citizens!
drenched sod,

Proclaim the League of Nations—sealed with the
seal of God!

—Katrina Trask, in the Southern Workman.

Arise from the weary blood-
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BOOKS
Two  Liberal ” Books on Russia

Russian Revolution Aspects. By Robert Crozier
Long. New York: E. P. Dutton. 1919.

Russia’s Agony. By Robert Wilton. New York:
E. P. Dutton. 1919.

OF the making of many books on Russia there
is as yet no end—and there’s really no reason
why there should be. No world problem, not even
the Great French Revolution, needed more inter-
pretation than does the Russian upheaval, while
interpretation depends on one’s point of view.

Now, the two new books before us are excellent
books in their way, but it should be understood
that they are written from the viewpoint of
Western Liberals, or Russian ““ Cadets.” The pro-
Bolshevist Americans, and even many Socialists
who are not hurrahing for Bolshevism and the
dictatorship of the proletariat, will take exception
to not a few of the assertions, generalizations, or
explanations found in these volumes. The present
reviewer, being neither Bolshevik nor Socialist,
finds himself in general sympathy with the authors,
although even he cannot accept some of their ideas
without a considerable amount of * salt.”

Still, there is less bias in them than in many a
production from an ardent partisan of the Lenine-
Trotzky régime. Both volumes contain valuable
facts and information, vivid sketches and dramatic
pictures. Both make absorbing reading, and both
will appeal to the average reader of broad, liberal
sympathies.

Mr. Long was A. P. correspondent in Russia
in 1917 and earlier. He is a competent observer
and interpreter of such political and economic
phenomena as he describes. He disclaims any
intention of delivering judgment on the subtler
issues of the revolution. His object is to ‘‘ record
in narrative form the more striking events seen”
by one “long familiar with the country, people,
and language.” He treats of the Czar and his
traits, the last phase of the corrupt and decadent
autocracy, the first and second provisional gov-
ernments, the Lvoff reforms, the Kerensky pol-
icies, the Korniloff rebellion, the development and
triumph of Bolshevism, and so on. What interpre-
tation there is is incidental.

Mr. Long has a high opinion of Lvoff and says
that, ‘“ had the revolution settled down quietly
under Lvoff’s practical and extremely democratic
rule, Russia would be spared the humiliation and
anguish of today.” Xerensky had energy and a
certain amount of magnetism, but he was “ feeble
and shallow, "’ according to Mr. Long, * showed no
instinct for sound political action,” and while
sincere, he indulged in hysterical threats and wild
promises he could never have carried out. Korni-
loff was a patriot and a liberal, and he was
treacherously dealt with by the erratic Kerensky.
The Bolshevist leaders are honest fanatics without

ability. They have produced a state of confusion
worse confounded. The Soviet Government is
already shaken, and sooner or later it must collapse.
Then what? Mr. Long is not optimistic concern-
ing Russia’s ability to sct up a new, a coalition
government, and restore order and industrial
activity. He does not suggest intervention,
although he speaks vaguely of “ means for a more
active American policy in Russia that will not
arouse the suspicion of the Russian people.”
Some government must be ‘‘ kept afloat” in Rus-
sia, and the question is, Which and how?

Mr. Wilton’s work is more comprehensive, am-
bitious, and scholarly than Mr. Long’s, but also
more polemical. He offers a serious historical,
political, and economic study of Russia, her revo-
lutionary movements and her national institutions
and characteristics. He lays a broad foundation
for his discussion of current phenomena by sketch-
ing the development of the autocratic régime under
external and internal factors. He has an inter-
esting, if not original, chapter on the national
conscience and the psychology of the Russian. His
account of the decline of czardom, of German
intrigue, of the revolution, of the two provisional
coalition governments, differs somewhat, but not
essentially, from that of Mr. Long. He despises
Kerensky, but has no favorable opinion of Lvoff.
He speaks kindly of the last of the Czars. He is
too much inclined to see *shams” and willful
trickery and intrigue where the logic of events sug-
gests simpler and more creditable explanations.
To the Bolshevist leaders he is occasionally quite
unfair. He calls their government “ also a sham,
but made in Germany.” He actually and naively
believes that Lenine, whom he calls a diabolical fire-
brand, was “sent” by the Kaiser into Russia to
cause there ruin and desolation more terrible than
any inflicted by German armies. Bolshevism is
synonymous with anarchy. The continuance of
the present régime, in the author’'s opinion, is im-
possible politically as well as economically. The
Russian peasant is no Socialist, and still less is he
a Bolshevik. The only calculable effect of the
revolution, we are told, is to hasten the disintegra-
tion of large landed estates. The rest will dis-
appear. The Church will undergo a revival, in-
dustry and commerce will outlive Leninism and
shake off his doctrinaire experiments, while the
Cossacks and the autonomous villages will preserve
liberty and democracy in Russia.

Today, according to Mr. Wilton, Russia is in
revolt against Bolshevism. She is not dead. A
new Russia is springing up. The monarchy may
be restored, or there may be a federal republic in
Russia, but there will be a stable, orderly, demo-
cratic, progressive Russia. The enemy in Russia
is still—Germany. If Germany captures the Rus-
sian market the victory will be hers after all. The
Allies must make use of their opportunities and
help Russians to get rid of * the German Bolshevist
poison.” How we are not told.
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There is much exaggeration and vehemence in
all this, but the author’s faith in the Russian village
and peasant is well founded. Bolshevism, as he
says, is international, not Russian. But he over-
looks the facts he himself presents and the lesson
that emerges from them—mnamely, that Russian
conditions and racial traits, and not German propa-
ganda, account for the temporary success of
Bolshevism. He is unfair to the Jewish revolu-
tionists in Russia, whom he calls * pseudo-Jews,”
although he manfully struggles against patent
prejudices in an effort to be objective and philo-
sophical. Were Huxley and Spencer pseudo-
Englishmen ?

Withal, the book is a valuable and substantial
contribution to the literature on the Russian
revolution. Vicror S. YaRrros.

The Great Democrat

Thomas Jefferson. By David Saville Muzzey.
New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons. 1918,

LIKE President Wilson, Washington, Jefferson,
and Lincoln while they lived were maligned as
few other Americans have been. Today only the
merit of Washington and Lincoln is remembered,
but Jefferson is still the subject of acrimonious
criticism and chivalrous defense. The * His-
torian’s History of the World ” in its twenty-four
large volumes gives him only incidental mention,
and not even a paragraph estimate of his influence.
Historians grasp the spirit only of what they com-
prehend, and he who is not a thorough democrat
cannot appreciate Jefferson, nor understand his
abiding faith in the essential accuracy and justice
of the judgments of the plain people. Professor
Muzzey has written in the small compass of three
hundred pages a book (one of the new Scribner’s
series, * Figures from American History ”’) that
presents fairly and brilliantly the whole man
Jefferson, whose life and teachings carry for today
lessons of supreme value. Washington and Lincoln
were great men and beloved leaders; Jefferson—
author of the Declaration of Independence and the
Statute of Virginia for Religious Freedom, and
Father of the University of Virginia—was a great
democrat, and civilization must move hurriedly
toward the lights he set on the hills or perish.

“ Thus Saith the Lord? ”’

The Book of the Nalions. By J. E. Sampler.
New York: E. P. Dutton & Co. 1918.

THI S little volume is an utterance of the spiritual

visions of a Zionist Jew. Its style is that of
the Biblical prophets. Its tone is lofty and beau-
tiful. It recounts how God repented of having
made nations, since they sought to supplant one
another instead of supplementing one another
according to his plan. Therefore he tells his
prophet to cry aloud the destruction of all nations.
This includes the Jews. They too are to perish as

a people. But a remnant of them will return soon

to Jerusalem, the Law be reaffirmed, and Zion

become once more the center not merely of God’s
religion but of civilization.

Christ is treated as a Hebrew prophet whose
message was merely that which Christians assign
to John Baptist, one of repentance. This seems
a somewhat offhand way to eliminate Christianity
from the earth. Christianity may have grave
faults, but it seems fully as virile and real a
religion, to say the least, as Judaism. Nor do
democracy and its allied movements get much con-
sideration in this volume.

In short, the thing the matter with this really
beautiful book is that its outlook is strictly limited
to the Ghetto. Bernarp IppiNes BeLL.

The Question of Food

Encyclopedia of Diet: A Treatise on the Food
Question in Five Volumes. By Eugene Christian,
F. S. D. New York: Corrective Eating Society.
Inc.

(1 FOOD will win the war,” was a popular slo-

gan. But the war won does not mean that
food should be forgotten. Food will win other
things than wars; for instance, health. Rightly
conserved in America, food enabled us to starve
out the enemy; rightly used, it will enable the in-
dividual to maintain a balance of forces in his body
to starve out disease.

Christian’s Enclyclopedia is based on the idea
that the human body is the sum total of the things
from which it is built. The work analyzes the
various food elements, and states the laws govern-
ing digestion with scientific accuracy, yet with suf-
ficient simplicity to bring the subject within the
comprehension of the average reader, so that he
may know not only what a balanced diet is, and
why it should be used, but how it may be made up
from the various ingredients at hand. Eugene
Christian, the author, educated as a physician suf-
fered from the follies of unwise eating and then
devoted himself to the study of food properties.
Having broken down his health by improper eat-
ing, and restored it by scientific diet, he has de-
voted his life to spreading broadcast the informa-
tion so gathered. The * Encyclopedia of Diet”
represents the accumulated experience of about
twenty years’ practice in the field of scientific feed-
ing. It shows that a great majority of human ills
are caused by wrong eating, and draws the logical
conclusion that the remedy lies in correct eating.
Correct eating, according to Christian’s theories,
consists of selecting, combining, and balancing
one’s meals according to his age, activity, or occu-
pation, and the time of the year or the climate or
the surroundings. This knowledge is indispensable
to those who would maintain perfect health, and it
is highly important to those who are rearing chil-
dren in order that their diet may be suited to their
needs.
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NEWS

Foreign

—The official reports of the riots in Egypt
show that 2,000 houses in villages were sacked.

—According to the Associated Press, the Soviet
Republic in Munich was overthrown by force of
arms on the 11th.

—The British Government in India makes bud-
get estimates of $206,000,000 for military expendi-
tures in the year 1919-°20 in India.

—The strike in the Ruhr District of Germany
has spread extensively and now includes the
Krupp works and 120,000 persons are involved.

—The New York World of the 14th publishes
the news that because of a revolution in Italy the
Italian borders have been closed to prevent the
news from reaching Paris of the serious conditions
in the country.

—The total of Australian casualties during the
war was 807,900, according to official figures.
They were divided as follows: Killed, 58,085;
wounded, 166,606; missing, 196; prisoners, 488;
sick, 82,409 ; unspecified, 219.

—Extensive preparations by the Bolshevist Gov-
" ernment of Russia for a big military offensive this
spring were described in official dispatches received
at Washington on the 12th, based upon a sum-
mary of information reaching the Scandinavian
countries.

—The Secretary of State for India announced
that there had occurred 6,000,000 deaths from in-
fluenza in India during the last four months of
1918, 5,000,000 in British territory and 1,000,000
in native states. This does not include deaths from
cholera and the plague.

—1It was officially announced in Mexico City that
more than 400 mining properties would soon be
returned to their owners in the State of Chihuahua.
Properties belonging to the Creel, Terrazas, Pas-
cual Orozco, and Victoriano Huerta interests will
be retained by the government.

—One of the largest Swedish banks last year ab-
sorbed twelve smaller banks. Another large bank
absorbed seven smaller institutions; another con-
solidated with six. A total of seventy of the
smaller banks amalgamated with the more power-
ful institutions during the year.

—At Cairo, Egypt, on the 9th the funeral of
four Moslems killed in disturbances was made the
occasion for a political demonstration. A proces-
sion of several thousand Egyptians followed the
cortege uttcring loud and frequent cries of “ God
restore the power of Turkey. Down with
tyranny!”

—The London Morning Post publishes the re-
port that negotiations have taken place between

the Ministers and Sinn Feiners in reference to the
Government of Ireland, and that De Valera was
promised dominion Home Rule on condition of his
abandoning the present Sinn Fein republican
policy.

—American consular officers in Great Britain,
especially in London, have had their suspicions
aroused that white slave agents are making efforts
to send foreign-born women to America under pre-
tense that they are the fiancées of returned Amer-
ican soldiers, and that they had promised to join
them in America to be married.

—The Berlin police have become so ineffective
and powerless and so unable to check street gam-
bling, plundering and daylight robberies aggregat-
ing millions of marks that the Berlin City Assem-
bly has unanimously passed a resolution for the
turning over of the police department to Prussia,
provided the state is willing to assume charge of it.

—The Swiss Federal Council has ratified the
economic agreement made with France in Paris on
March 25 to be valid until December 81. The
French Government is to deliver to Switzerland
each month 60,000 tons of coal from the Saar
mines and assure Switzerland of a supply of steel.
Switzerland is to export to France 25,000 head
of cattle, 15,000 to be delivered immediately.

—Associated Press dispatches indicate that the
uprisings in Corea are spreading and threaten to
ingulf the whole peninsula. There have been seri-
ous riots in the last three days in hundreds of
places. A number of policemen have been killed
and several police stations and post offices de-
stroyed. Japanese began what is described as a
“ massacre "’ in Corea, at Seoul, the capital, dur-
ing a demonstration March 28.

—Dr. William Muehlon, formerly a Krupp di-
rector, declared at Gumlingen, Switzerland, that it
was his belief that the present German Majority
Government of Ebert and Scheidemann or the In-
dependent Republican Governments in Germany
will not exist much longer. The reason is that the
Socialist parties which voted war funds in 1914
are too closely attached to the imperialist Pan-
German and Junker régimes and are discredited
abroad.

—Toryism in England suffered a signal defeat
at a by-election in Central Hull on the 11th, when
the government’s candidate, Lord Eustace Percy,
was defeated by the Liberal candidate, Commander
Kenworthy. The two chief arguments for Com-
mander Kenworthy’s support were “ No conscrip-
tion” and “ No further military measures against
Russia.” The vote was 8,616 to 7,699, but the re-
versal was remarkable because the late Sir Mark
Sykes, Unionist, had won the same seat by 10,871
majority in December.

—It is reported from Seoul, Corea, that the
Procurator at Pyeng Yang searched the American
Presbyterian missionary houses of the Rev. Dr.
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Samuel A. Moffett, of Madison, Ind.; the Rev. Dr.
Ansel W, Gillis, of Mount Pleasant, Ia.; and the
Rev. Dr. Eli M. Mowry, of Mansfield, Ohio, and
that the three missionaries were taken to the police
station, where Dr. Mowry was held on a charge of
permitting the Coreans to use his premises for
printing propaganda in connection with the Corean
independence movement.

—Dispatches from Mexico City state that Gen-
eral Pablo Gonzales in his official report informed
the Mexican Government that Colonel Jesus Hua-
jardo arrived with his forces in Cuautla, bringing
the body of Emiliano Zapata. The attempt had
been made to take Zapata alive, but his men fought
so strenuously that not only Zapata but a number
of his principal leaders lost their lives. The body
of Zapata has been fully identified. The death of
Zapata means substantially the end of the rebellion
which he led, and also throws open to sugar culti-
vation one of the richest agricultural regions in
Mexico. His rebellion has lasted since 1910.

—In Argentina, according to Commerce Re-
ports, an American company has begun to manu-
facture cement, while the perfumery production
is increasing rapidly. More candy is being con-
sumed than ever before, according to reports, so
that the chocolate manufacturers have enjoyed
unusual prosperity. These budding industries,
however, will have but little influence upon the
total imports required to supply Argentina’s
needs. There is not a single industry in this coun-
try that does not feel the pinch of fuel, and a
costly makeshift of wood has had to tide over
the greater number. The few foundries have suf-
fered distinctly from lack of coal and coke.

Labor

—The Trades Hall Council of Melbourne, Aus-
tralia, on the 18th began a movement for the estab-
lishment of a 40-hour week in all Australian in-
dustries.

—A-trade union of college and school teachers has
been formed in Massachusetts and has asked to be
taken under the wing of the American Federation
of Labor.

—There are now eight young colored women

employed as elevator operators in the State, Army,
and Navy buildings in Washington, who are giving
satisfactory service.

—An official investigation of the strike of the
textile workers of Lawrence, Mass., began on the
14th, conducted by the Massachusetts State Board
of Arbitration and Conciliation.

—The Pennsylvania Railroad Company is em-
ploying all Negroes that can be secured and ad-
vancing them as fast as they are fitted. They have
recently started two gangs of carpenters under
colored foremen.

—The hours of women employed in Manchester
institutions average 60 per week, but in private
houses the hours, not including rest periods, range
from 70 to 88)5. Those who work the longest
hours are the lowest paid.

—A Domestic Workers’ Union was recently
formed for Manchester and district. It is not at-
tached to any existing trade union, but it will be
fostered in its infancy by the Manchester and Sal-
ford Women'’s Trades and Labor Council.

—A very large mattress factory in Chicago has
replaced all its employes from mechanics to labor-
ers with colored women. The manager says:
“ The change surpasses my most sanguine expecta-
tions; in other words, we are receiving a full day’s
work for a full day’s pay.”

—Wage advances aggregating $65,000,000 were
ordered on the 11th by Director-General Hines for
400,000 railroad engineers, firemen, trainmen and
conductors in both passenger and freight service—
members of the *“ Big Four ” railway brotherhoods
—retroactive from January 1, 1919,

—An eight-hour bill for all classes of Swedish
labor is now ready to be introduced into the Swed-
ish Parliament. Special legislation will be neces-
sary for seamen and for workers in mines. The
proposals, if passed, will come into force June 1,
1920, and elapse December 81, 1928.

—The Moving Picture Machine Operators’
Union of Omaha, Neb., has established the six-
hour day and raised wages from fifty to seventy
cents an hour. Six years ago these workers, then
unorganized, were paid from twenty to twenty-five
cents an hour, with no limit on the workday.

—Even the farmers are on strike in Argentina.
They are refusing to plant crops this year because
they receive only 1 peso 41 centavos (60 cents)
for 100 kilograms (220 lbs.) of corn. Refusal to
plant again unless they are assured 8 pesos 50
centavos ($1.49) was their ultimatum to the Min-
ister of Agriculture.

—At a cost of $15,000 a modern and well-
equipped Y. M. C. A. building has been erected
for the Negro workmen at the powder plant at
Nitro, West Va. It is provided with billiard tables,
bowling alleys, shower baths, a soda fountain, a
library of 1,000 volumes and 80 current period-
icals, a moving picture theatre, and auditorium.

—April 26 the Pan-American Socialist Confer-
ence is to begin its sessions at Buenos Aires. Its
purpose is to promote the amalgamation of all the
socialist and labor organizations of the western
hemisphere into one body. It is said that Dan
Hogan, of Arkansas, was refused passports in the
United States when he wished to go to Buenos
Aires to attend this meeting.

—On arriving in New York on the 11th, Mrs.
Mary MacArthur Anderson, Secretary of the
Women’s Trade Union League of Great Britain,
and Secretary -also of the National Federation of
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Women Workers, the largest trade union of women
in any country, composed chiefly of British muni-
tion and other war workers, declared that the reor-
ganization of society with larger recognition of the
rights of workers was theonly cure for labor un-
rest in Great Britain.

Public Welfare

—In South Carolina in the last fiscal year the
average amount spent for the education of white
children was $17.84 and that for the schooling of
Negro children was $2.16.

—Glenn H. Curtiss has announced preparations
for building a flying boat capable of carrying a
freight or passenger load of two tons across the
Atlantic in twenty-four hours.

—A bill is pending in the Ohio Legislature to
provide for a Department of State Police like the
State Constabulary in Pennsylvania, New York,
Michigan, and several other States.

—Dr. Royal S. Copeland, Health Commissioner
of New York, says that more cocaine was sold by
manufacturers of the drug to wholesalers in New
York City during the month of January last than
in the whole year of 1918.

—The twenty-third annual meeting of the Amer-
ican Academy of Political and Social Science will
be held in Philadelphia on Friday and Saturday,
May 2 and 8, and will be devoted to the general
subject of ‘‘ International Reconstruction.”

—Professor Irving Fisher, of Yale University,
in a plea for the limitation of inheritances states
that of the 150 or more fortunes yielding incomes
of one million per year or over four-fifths have
been accumulating for two generations or more.

—The Indians have a good Liberty Bond rec-
ord. Although they are not wealthy people, on
the first three loans they subscribed more than
$18,000,000, or between $80 and $40 per capita.
The Osages, with a population of only 2,180, sub-
scribed $226,000 to the third loan.

—More than 150,000 tons of nitrate of soda, re-
leased by the War Department, is being distributed
from eighteen United States shipping points to
farmers via the bureau of markets, departments of
agriculture. Savannah and Wilmington report
daily shipments of over 1,000 tons each.

—The United States Bureau of Labor Statistics
has published a series of handbooks which are
proving of great value to employers in hiring men.
They are entitled * Descriptions of Occupations,”
each book being devoted to one particular line of
business or industry and containing detailed de-
scriptions of the jobs in that particular line.

—The 4,000 residents of the Yakima, Wash.,
Indian Reservation, a majority of whom are well
off through land holdings, and 400 of whom own
motor cars and live in modern houses, now have a
substantial bank of their own, managed exclusively

by red men and for red men—the American Com-
mercial Bank of Wapato, Wash.

—After the Association to Promote Proper
Housing for Girls opened a big *“ Community Club
House "—three old dwellings made into one—and
a “Model Rooming House” for girls, on East
Thirteenth street, both houses were filled within a
fortnight, and for weeks applications continued at
the rate of from five to ten a day.

—When the United States Supreme Court man-
date ordering that Eugene V. Debs be taken to the
Moundsville, W. Va., Federal Prison to begin a
ten-year sentence for violating the Espionage Act,
was announced to the Socialist leader, he said:
“ During my incarceration my comrades will be
true and my enemies will be satisfied, and there-
fore, as far as I am concerned, all is well with the
world.”

—From his 28-acre farm near Athol, Kans., an
enterprising farmer makes as much as the average
man on 160 acres. He plants a diversity of crops,
though the acreage of each is necessarily small.

"Last year his best money maker was four acres

of cane. From it he made 400 gallons of sorghum
that sold readily at his home at 75 cents a gallon,
or $800. The seed he had threshed, and the last
of it, 150 bushels, has just been sold at $2 a bushel.

—Wages and the cost of food have not advanced
in like ratio, according to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics. Between 1913 and 1918 average union
wage rates increased 80 per cent., whereas retail
food prices advanced 68 per cent. Between 1907
and 1918 the corresponding advances were 40 per
cent. and 105 per cent. In terms of purchasing
power a week’s wages purchased only 77 per cent.
as much food as in 1918 and only 69 per cent.
as much as in 1907.

—The Ontario Legislature has granted the peti-
tion of Ottawa, and passed an act empowering the
city to submit to the voters an ordinance exempt-
ing personal property and improvements from all
taxes except those for water and schools. The ex-
emption is to be at the rate of 25 per cent. a year,
reaching total exemption in the fourth year. It is
considered indicative of the change in public senti-
ment that the committee which hitherto had thrown
out similar bills was this time unanimous in its
approval. ’

—The Reform Union in Cleveland has unearthed
a conspiracy to defeat the ends of justice in the
common courts. Its nature seems to have been that
of collusion between convicts and officials. After
a number of rules of court had been amended and
the Cleveland Bar Association had taken up the
matter, Governor Cox at the request of the Bar
Association and the Chamber of Commerce decided
to act in the matter, and a plan was worked out by
which a change was made in the law by the Legis-
lature of Ohio enabling the Attorney General to
appoint special officers to make such an investiga-
tion.
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Reconstruction

—The War Department announces that it will
dispose shortly of 100,000,000 pounds of copper
at a minimum rate of 5,000,000 pounds a month.

—Three hundred and fifty priests met in
Naples, Italy, April 1, to debate betterment of
their economic condition. Several speakers advo-
cated abolition of celibacy.

—Company I of the 889th Infantry was identi-
fied by General March as the unit which recently
refused to return to the front-line trenches in the
Archangel sector when ordered to do so by its
officers.

—A codrdinating committee on foreign trade has
been appointed representative of a great many
Government Departments and commissions to pro-
mote team work on foreign trade policics between
the various Government agencies.

—Putting into effect the policy of removing war-
time restrictions as fast as possible on enemy
aliens, the Department of Justice has ordered the
release from parole and cancellation of bonds of
more than 10,000 of these aliens throughout the
United States.

—Commander J. L. Ackerson, a naval con-
structor detailed for duty with the Shipping Board,
has been appointed vice-president in charge of
construction of the Emergency Fleet Corporation,
to succeed Charles Piez, whose resignation becomes
effective May 1.

—The Committee on the Constitution of the
National Assembly at Weimar has adopted an
amendment to the provision dealing with the elec-
tion of the German president eliminating former
royal personages as holders of the presidential
office for fifteen years to come.

—Though the Canadian Parliament decided
against the resumption of *‘ daylight saving ™ this
year, something stronger than legislative enact-
ment has impelled the country to resume. The
railroads, to avoid confusion with the roads on this
side of the border, have turned their clocks ahead
and the country, willy nilly, must follow suit.

—Seventeen members of the United States Con-
gress, composing a delegation to make a tour of
Porto Rico at the invitation of the local govern-
ment to study the possibilities of the island becom-
ing independent, sailed from New York on the
12th. Felix Cordova Davila, resident commis-
sioner from Porto Rico, is director of the tour.

—Secretary Glass has announced that the Vie-
tory Liberty Loan, the drive for which will begin
on April 21, will be for $4,6500,000,000 and that the
issue will take the form of 434 per cent. three or
four year convertible gold notes. They will be
exempt from State and local taxes, except estate
and inheritance taxes, and from normal Federal
income taxes.

—Contracts for twenty-five steel ships, to be
constructed by the Skinner & Eddy Corporation of
Seattle for the Emergency Fleet Corporation,
which were recently suspended, are to be rein-
stated, according to Washington advices received
today. The agreement with the fleet corporation,
it was said, involved reductions below the original
price. The tonnage involved is about 250,000.

—A radical platform including in its planks a
forty-four hour working week, taxation of land
values, public ownership and operation of all pub-
lic utilities, mines and banks, abolition of State
Senates and the liberation of prisoners penalized
for *“ championship of the Knights of Labor ’ was
adopted at the convention at Springfield, Ill., on
April 12 of the recently formed Labor Party of
Illinois.

—Premier Romanones had a conference on the
9th with the British Ambassador to Spain concern-
ing the convention between Great Britain and
Spain to be signed on the following day. England,
by this treaty, will permit the importation of Span-
ish oranges and will ship to Spain 150,000 tons
of coal per month. Spain will lend Great Britain
75,000,000 pesetas, the rate of interest being five
per cent.

—There is a movement on foot for changing the
plan of management of Chicago’s political affairs,
and fifteen leading civic organizations have com-
bined to urge the passage at the present session
of the State Legislature of a joint ““ All Chicago
Program " of legislation. Non-partisan municipal
elections are aimed at, as well as the choice of the
Mayor to be chosen by the thirty-five aldermen
contemplated in the new council.

—* The Russian Socialist Federated Soviet Re-
public has no hostile designs upon the world at
large,” was the keynote of a speech on the 11th
before 10,000 Socialists of Brownsville by L. C.
A. K. Martens, first representative of Soviet Rus-
sia to the United States who has demanded that
the old régime officials of the Russian Government
in the United States should surrender the billions
of dollars’ worth of property belonging to the
Soviet Government.

—The National City Bank of New York has
compiled these figures on the world’s coal produc-
tion in the past half century:

COAL PRODUCTION OF THE WORLD

(Short Tons)
Y stkiz:d x?"md Wi m.P“%“s"
ear. om. . ori N
oI a3 10000 49 mm 000 860,000 14.1
1880 71482000 164,608,000 65178000 364,737, 19.6
1890 157,771,000 203,408.000 98,399,000 563,693,000 28.0
1900 684,000 252,203,000 164,805,000 846,042,000 31.9
1910 501,598,000 206,165.000 245,043,000 1,279,031,000 39.2
1913 570,048.000 331,922.000 305,715,000 1,443:303,000 39.5
1914 513,525.000 207,699,000 270,685,000 1,346,000,000 38.1
1915 531,619,000 283,661,000 268,590,000 *1,340,000,000 39.1
1916 088,000 287118000 ~ nodata  *1,300,000.000 42.4
1017 651,402,000 278.290; nodata  *1,430,000,000 45.6
1918 685,350,000 #255,000,000 nodata  *1,431,000,000 47.8

* Estimate based on latest available figures.
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League of Nations

—On the 14th Lloyd George left the Peace Con-
ference to return to England for a week. Arthur
J. Balfour represents him at Versailles in his ab-
sence.

—The German National Assembly has estab-
lished a committee of twenty-eight members which
will be charged with the duty of carrying on peace
negotiations at Versailles.

—The League of Nations Commission adopted
on the 10th a new section specifically providing
that the Monroe Doctrine is not to be affected by
the provisions of the covenant. This amendment
was prepared by Colonel Edward M. House.

—At a special meeting of the State Council of
Switzerland on the 12th it was reported that a
magnificent site on the shore of Lake Geneva and
facing Mont Blanc had been chosen for the build-
ing which will in future be the Capitol of the
League of Nations.

According to the Associated Press, the League
of Nations Commission on the 12th rejected the
amendment on racial equality advocated before
that body by Baron Makino and Viscount Chinda
in behalf of the Japanese. The Havas Agency had
previously sent out an erroneous report that the
commission had adopted this amendment.

—Instigated by the partisan bitterness of Chan-
cellor James R. Day, of the Syracuse University,
the New York Conference of the Methodist Epis-
copal Church on the 12th adopted a resolution
criticising the Peace Conference in Paris for de-
laying the establishment of peace for the sake of
a ‘ subsidiary and subsequent” matter like a
League of Nations.

—Provision for the most favored nation treat-
ment in the German customs system for the allied
and associated countries, and a single tariff, and
no tariff discriminations based on the flag of the
vessels in which goods are transported, or the
route of importation or exportation, will be in-
corporated in the peace treaty with Germany, ac-
cording to the present provisional agreement of
the League of Nations Commission.

Suffrage

—The Woman's party, recently organized by
Sefiora Julieta Lanteri de Renshaw, has published
its platform, demanding equality with men in na-
tional and provincial governmental offices as well
as in voting. The platform declares that women
possess the same voting and legislative qualities
as men and that any interpretation of the Argen-
tine Constitution contrary to woman suffrage is
“ unworthy of the present state of civilization.”
Argentine women are enrolling in the party under
the slogan ‘‘ Universal Suffrage for Women."”

—On the 10th the full Commission of the
League of Nations received a delegation of women,

representing the International Council of Women
and the Conference of Women Suffragists of allied
countries. President Wilson presided. After gen-
eral introductions the Marchioness of Aberdeen
and Temair addressed the Commission, and resolu-
tions were presented by Mrs. Corbett Ashby, Mrs.
Julia Barrett Rubles, Mme. Avil de Sainte Croix,
Mme. Grinberg, Dr. Girard Mangin, Miss Fry,
Mme. DeWitt Schlumberger, and Mrs. Fern
Andrews.

General

—The number of major amputation cases in the
United States forces to date is 8,084, of which
2,808 are arm and leg cases. Of these approxi-
mately 600 are arm amputations and 1,708 are leg -
amputations.

—Litigation in the Massachusetts Supreme
Court has been begun to determine which of two
groups appointed by the late Mrs. Mary Baker G.
Eddy has authority over the Christian Science
Publishing Society.

—A table made public by the War Department
gives the following official casualty report for the
air service at the front: Killed in combat, 171;
prisoners, 185; wounded, 129; missing, 78; killed
in accidents, 42; other causes, 4.

—Willis J. Spaulding, who as commissioner of
water and light in Springfield, Ill.,, has done so
much to vindicate public ownership of public utili-
ties by efficient management, was reélected by the
largest vote ever given a commissioner in that city.
Mr. Spaulding received 1,182 more votes than the
successful candidate for mayor.

—A Common Commercial Language Committee
has been formed by the Esperantists, with head-
quarters in New York. Henry W. Fisher, man-
ager Standard Underground Cable Company of
Perth Amboy; Rufus W. Powell, secretary Na-
tional Association of Glue and Gelatin Manufac-
turers, and James F. Morton, Jr., who is secretary,
are acting for the committee.

—No single important industry in the United
States ever made such a showing in a single year
as did the oil industry under spur of war neces-
sity. In 1916 gasoline production was a little
short of 50,000,000 barrels; in 1917 gasoline pro-
duction jumped to nearly 68,000,000 barrels; but
in 1918, when the demand from the front for this
oil became greatest gasoline production mounted
to 86,000,000 barrels.

—The annual report of the American fele-
phone and Telegraph Company showed that the
capital obligations of the Bell System outstand-
ing in the hands of the public at the close of the
year were nearly a billion—$091,074,264. At
the end of the year there were 10,992,825 tele-
phones connected with the Bell System, which
owned 7,200,000 and connected with about 8,800,-
000 owned by connecting companies and rural
associations.
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New Institutions and the Task Ahead

Is narrowness and ignorance institutional ?

In his brilliant study of the League of Nations, H. N. Brailsford asks whether by
the glare of the war conflagration we shall perceive the defects of our pre-war morality.

“If the growth of a new morality,” he writes, ‘“ meant that by taking thought, the
lonely individual must add to his moral stature we might well plead our finitude, and
despair. There is inspiration still in the old doctrine of the French Enlightenment that
human nature is an infinitely malleable and plastic stuff. The ‘prejudices,’ to use its
favorite word, which hampered international cooperation in the past, may never yield to
formal reasoning. The evolution on which we may reckon is rather that the new institu-
tions by setting men in new relations, must in the end transform their thinking.”

The new PuLIc stands for new institutions, fundamentally democratic in their scope.

If you are not a regular subscriber, send in a trial subscription ($1) for six months
before the price is increased to $3 a year. If you are a regular reader some of your
friends may want to take advantage of the present rate. Now is a good time to get
acquainted. Subscription price: $2 a year to April 3oth, after that $3.

SEND ME THE BOOKS
CHECKED AT 45¢c. »

EACH,
BOUND IN OROFT LEATHER

Date.---..o.--.o--t ------ ee e e [‘:'{.“o'm‘rm?m m“‘.‘oﬂu'
y ome dook for each mew ewbscri;
THE PUBLIC, you sond tn by April 80]
Woodrow Wilson’s Public P
122 East 37th St., New York. The best collection publis o, edlted and
wlltlh Bll‘lmcﬂon by Prof, Albert Bush-
i nel Harvard.
Send The Public to‘ the names below for 26 weeks and The W Questicnt A Coll of
a copy of The Crime of Poverty by Henry George, s
bound in cloth. I am enclosing check for §............ e S;me"" e o, B
(One dollar for each; your renewal can be included at $2, #f ;:::’ m‘g:" ’°”B ?vmo, E’::c:t'lnn(‘!::
desired. The increased rate—$3—takes effect April 30th.) PENTER and o
Love’s Coming o! Age
To show our appreciation for your co-operation in this cam- 3: En;n:‘ Oazmmm ::rk 3
paign we will send you for only 45c additional one of the rpenter has a "°| rid- o a
books listed for every new subscription you send in by April g one of the best the sex ques-
30. For instance, if you send 8 subscriptions at $1.00 each, Evolution of llodom Thought
add $1.835 (450 per book) and we will send you any three of gzvg.‘:%t Pnru %m‘" of Cambridge,
the volumes in the Modern Library. The books are bound The Spirit of American Litera
in limp Oroft leather and oontain introductions by well- By JORN Macy. A series ot brilliant in-
kpown modern writers, | tenmutlm. reprinted from the Atlantic
The Way of All Flesh
SAMURL BUTLER'S famous work, which
Name...... Ceerereeane veeo. Address........ Cereeenan Arnold Bennett described as ‘ one of tbe

greatest novels of the world.
Creatures That Once Were Men
Name of New Subscriber Address B’; MA? Oom. with an Introduction
But Russian Short sm!-
Lo cecvecnseans P e es e tisaiiescssecestessaianane collection that shows Russla’s great
lbort ltori writers at_their best.
Bonsnard

M
8, cececiiiiiiiininan eeter  ieaiiesesaereieranenrena “{y JAMES STEVENS. A beautifully writ-
ten and exquisite ltory ot a sort that only
an Irishman could wri

““The Public is a better paper today than ever.”’—W. S. U’Ren, Portland, Oregon.




416

The Public

Twenty-second Year

HOW DIPLOMATS MAKE WAR

By FRANCIS NEILSON, Member of Parliament 1910-1915

DrpLOMATS are now making peace. How many persons
are familiar with the complexities and involutions of the
questions with which they are dealing?

ONLY by reading the incredible story of the moves on
the chessboard of statecraft that led to the catastrophe
can you interpret what the newspapers print—and don’t
print—about the Paris conference.

BERN SHAW’S disclosures that excited so much at-

tention contain little that has not been said in Mr.
Neilson’s noteworthy contribution to history.

HOW DIPLOMATS MAKE WAR

3d
printing

By FRANCIS NEILSON

What says the London Times about
diplomacy as the root of war?

“ Who, then, makes war? The answer is to be found in the

Chancelleries of Burope, among the men who have too long played
with human lives as pawns in a game of chess, who have become 80
enmeshed in formulas and the jargon of diplomacy that th c{ have
ceased to be conscious of the poignant realities with which they
trifie. And thus will war continue to be made, until the great
masses who are the rt of professional schemers and dreamers say
the word which will bring, not eternal peace, for that is im ible,
but a determination that wars shall be fought only in a just and
righteous and vital cause.”

3d
printing

As to Mr. Neilson’s masterly grasp of the subject and his fdscinating
presentation, read these views:

REVIEW OF REVIEWS :

*“ It is a terrific indictment of the diplomatic game

THB NATION :

‘* He writes with a bitter pon‘ but has a lnn hl--

torical sweep and much knowledge. .

as played by all the great European governments. It
shows how dangerous is the survival of a diplomacy
that is not only removed from contact with public
opinion, but is even beyond the knowledge and reach
of the people’s representatives in Parliament.”

THBE PUBLIC:

‘““It is a stirring story of the rotten result of a
sinister, lying, bluffing diplomacy that despoiled the
Continent. And the final chapter, that makes a tre-
mendous appeal for frankness and true democracy,
is a notable one.”

one of the ohief positions of the volume, no Am

will have any quarrel with the writer of this book.
It is that no treaties, forms of international alllance,
or agreements with other nations ought to be entered
into until they have been submitted to the repre-
sentatives of the people in Parliament.”

NEW YORK TIMES:

*“ The volume is written with much facllity of ex-
pression and a large tnnd of materials. Ih diplomatic
matters it attacks the faults of the mlln class of
Great Britain in much the same way as ‘1 aocusel’
gtmked those of the corresponding class in Ger-
many."
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This study of economic control by political means; this chal-
lenge to panaceas; this vision of democracy is a pregnant chapter
in social and economic literature.
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