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DWARD KEATING has recently been

chosen to represent the railroad employes

in their fight for public ownership. It happens

that Mr. Keating holds a Federal position. Sen

ator Smoot is outraged that a public official

should devote attention to anything but his

duties. It does not seem to be a matter of

great moment. So long as a public official per

forms the duties for which he is paid it does

not seem to be anybody’s business what else he

does. It is a hopeful sign, however, that Mr.

Smoot’s conscience has awakened at this late

hour. There are hopes that he will henceforth

be alarmed if Senator Warren works overtime

guarding the Golden Fleece of the Wool Trust.

We are hopeful that he will be solicitous of Mr.

Mondell, who is the Washington representative

of the Western land sharks. Maybe he will try

to have Senator Penrose disqualified as a Sen

ator because he looks after the legislative in

terests of the Steel Trust. Or maybe he will

rise in the Senate and deliver a philippic because

Mr. Mann is a special pleader for the packers.

Now that the Senator from Utah has become

convinced that plurality of jobs is a more seri—

ous offense than plurality of wives, may we not

hope that he will cease his activities as a lob

byist for the Sugar Trust and confine himself

to his duties as a Senator, or at least to the in

terests of the Mormon Church, which put him

in the Senate.

THE European horizon is more hopeful this

week. Finland has repudiated Manner

heim, the autocrat and instigator of the massa

cres, and has supplanted him with a social dem

ocrat. In Hungary a new labor government

has taken place of the military dictatorship of

Bela Kun. Even in Poland, where the new re

public seemed embarked upon an imperialist

policy, the situation has vastly improved. Mr.

Paderewski’s government seemed determined to

have the same boundaries as the historic Polish

Empire. This, of course, was impossible. Such

boundaries Would have brought within the new

republic great territories which are only Polish

in the sense that the lands are held by great

Polish landlords or nobles. The working popu—

lation is not Polish either in race or language.

Mr. Paderewski’s private policy has no doubt

been dictated by the necessity of holding to

gether the two most powerful men in Poland,

Dmowski, who represents all the autocratic

tendencies of the landed aristocracy, and Pil

sudki, the social democrat. Cable despatches

indicate that Mr. Paderewski has at length

broken with Dmowski. Consequently, the

chances would appear to be brighter for an

actual republic of Poland instead of a Polish

empire masking under the name of a re

public.

ONGRESS is no match for the President.

By the same token peanut politics is no

match for people’s politics. Mr. Wilson knew

the secret of political warfare long before Mar

shal Foch adapted similar tactics to military

ends on the Western front. In politics as in War

there is no defense like a strong offensive. And

characteristically Mr. Wilson has assumed the
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offensive. Just as the Senate uproar against

the League of Nations is beginning to dwindle,

the President has launched a smashing attack

along the lines of domestic policy. It has caught

the opposition unawares. Where they expected

apologies, explanations, and overtures for

peace, they have received further blows. The

cost of living campaign is statesmanship. It is

also good politics. But it offers no ray of

hope to mere partisan politicians, howeven—to

those who have in mind only the future of the

Democratic Party. It is true that anything

the President may be able to achieve in the mat

ter of eliminating profiteering or enforcing the

passage, say, of the Kenyon bill, to regulate the

packing industry—which is the likeliest sur

mise—~will redound to the credit of the next

Democratic candidate. But it will only be a

political asset to that party if it cleaves to the

line of real democracy. What the President has

in mind may be surmised from his conference

with Mr. Colver of the Federal Trade Commis

sion. Mr. Colver is one of the real fundamental

radicals in the administration. He learned his

democracy in the school of Tom Johnson.

Hence it may be seen that the President’s new

action is political principally in the larger sense.

It will promote a lining up in the United

States between democrats and plutocrats. The

Democratic Party, therefore, faces as real a

test of its democracy as does the Republican

Party.

THE Democratic Party was at a low ebb in

1912. Two things galvanized it into life—

the spectacular rise of a new leader in the person

of the fighting Governor of New Jersey and the

appearance of a quarrel in the Republican

ranks. Bryan’s unselfishness and courage at

the Baltimore Convention were the factors that

nominated Wilson. The thing that made his

election possible was the disintegrating work of

LaFollette and Murdock in the Republican

Party. Hence the student of political history

can find little but humor in the letter of the

Massachusetts Democratic Club charging that

President Wilson had wrecked the party. The

following, for instance: “We, the undersigned

Democrats of Massachusetts, request you to

call a meeting of the Northern and Western

members of the National Committee and repudi

ate the actions of Woodrow Wilson, who

wrecked the party after we had lifted him from

obscurity, making him Governor and then

President.” It is not of record that the Massa

chusetts Democrats made Mr. Wilson Gover

nor of New Jersey, nor yet do we recall that

Massachusetts cast her electoral vote at the last

election for Mr. Wilson. For that matter, the

Democratic Party did not make Mr. Wilson

President. But for the revivifying influence of

the President that moribund organization would

long since have been gathered to its fathers.

The real crux of the Massachusetts affair seems

to have been the President’s failure to secure

Irish independence. The whole tone of the let—

ter indicates that the Bay State rebellion is

Sinn Fein rather than democratic. Every sig

nature at least is Irish.

THE packers are spotless again. The Fed

eral Trade Commission, it seems, has un—

justly accused them of controlling the meat in

dustry. In a recent report of the Commission

a statement is made that 73 per cent. of the

American product is controlled by the five lead

ing packers. Now appears before an investi

gating committee of Congress a Mr. White, who

represents the packing industry. Mr. White

indignantly denies the statements of Mr. Colver

and Mr. Murdock. As a proof of the entire in—

ability of Mr. Armour, Mr. Swift, and their

friends to control any market, he tells us that

Mr. Colver’s figures are false; the five leading

packers do not control 78 per cent. As a mat

ter of fact they only control 63 per cent. Just

so. How could any one with only two-thirds of

the American product in his hands control the

market? Similarly Mr. White has proved that

the packers are not making any money and that

they are paying the entire increase in meat

products to the producers. As proof he says

that the average price paid producers in 1914

for beef was 71/2 cents per pound. Today they

are paying 121/; cents, substantially five cents

more. Having in mind this five-cent margin, let

us compare it with the difference in the sale

prices. We quote the following difference: The

difference in the wholesale prices of the three

principal beef products in the Chicago market

during the same period averages a trifle less

than 15 cents. But then probably the Commis—

sioner of Labor Statistics is an anarchist like

Mr. Colver.
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EST we forget, it may be well to remind

ourselves that passage of the Suffrage

Amendment through Congress was a moral vic

tory, and will not become a legal victory until

it has been ratified by threefourths of the

States. It is most desirable that the ratification

be made in time for the Presidential election.

Fear was felt in the beginning that the Suffrage

Amendment might fail because of the solid

South, but ratification by Texas broke the

charmed opposition, and Arkansas, where

women had already been voting at the primaries,

shortly followed suit. It seems unthinkable

that any woman who wishes to exercise the right

of citizenship should be barred from voting one

year longer than is absolutely necessary. Let

us complete as quickly as possible this long de~

layed act of justice.

Settling the Railroad Question

ONGRESSMEN will think twice before

seriously attempting to return the rail

roads to private ownership. There might have

been plausible reasons for such action when it

was only a question of private as compared with

government control, but now that a concise and

definite plan has been submitted it will be im

possible to dispose of it Without full considera

tion. Doubtless there are some members in both

Houses who would be glad to shirk this respon

sibility, but the railroad Brotherhoods who are

sponsoring the bill haVe organized a campaign

to educate the member’s constituency so that

he will not dare to duck.

Conservative liberals, like the New York

Times, profess to see in the Plumb plan a futile

attempt at socialism. It is pronounced a plan

to run “the railroads in the interests of a class

at the cost of the whole people.” Only disaster

could result, says the Times. “Instead of a

billion or so_ a year, the cost assessed upon the

taxpayers would rise to two or it may be to

three billions a year.”

The Times of course speaks for those who

control its policy. It is a simple matter to

speak “in the name of the people,” but the

people at the proper time will speak for them

selves. If the Times and its kind had favored

a national referendum law we should now have

the means for determining our national policy

by popular vote; lacking that, the only way

is to make it a political issue and challenge can

didates for Congress and the Senate to declare

their position.

The plan advocated by the Railway Brother

hoods is the first concrete proposal for the

management of the roads that promises to meet

the requirements of the situation. It provides

a speedy and efficient method of valuation;

financing by issuance of Government bonds;

rate fixing by Interstate Commerce Commis—

sion; operation by present employes; coopera

tion between public and men by means of the

joint board of directors representing the people,

the managers, and the employes. Rates are to

be fixed at a point that will yield five per cent.,

half of which goes to the operating force and

half to amortize the bonds.

Two points are of prime importance. The

Brotherhood plan takes the roads out of poli

ties as much as any great financial interest can

be, and it makes for efficiency in operation by

identifying good service with the private in

terests of the employes. It is no more socialistic

than the prevailing method of employing con—

tractors to build highways. It secures im—

partiality of service, and it eliminates specula—

tive interests to the same degree as government

operation, while retaining individual initiative.

This balance between private and common

interests is carried out in the construction of

new roads, which are to be financed after the

manner of street improvements that are as

sessed against the lands benefited. Extensions

made in this way will be urged only where actu

ally needed, and will involve no expense to the

public. Had this been done in the beginning,

had the cost of constructing railroads, like the

expense of maintaining street improvements,

been laid upon the lands benefited—and accord

ing to benefits conferred—we should not now be

burdened by the enormous capitalization of the

present railway system.

The Brotherhood plan may have imperfec

tions. It may need amendments. If so, let the

imperfections be pointed out, and amendments

be offered in good faith. This is not a matter

to be dismissed with a shrug or with a sneer.

It is a simple plan of far-reaching influence. It

aims to correct intolerable abuses, and it is

backed by men and women who are deadly in

earnest. Their thorough organization will com

pel full consideration by Congress.
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The Donkey and the Carrot

THE altitude race between wages and prices

engrosses the attention of the multitude.

Experience teaches that the odds are on the

latter’s winning. Mr. Dooley, with that capac

ity for crystallizing the common human expe

rience into a pregnant phrase which made his

retirement an unmixed calamity, remarked a

long time ago, “Good times or bad times, the

working man remains the same number of jumps

behind the porterhouse steak.”

Organized labor made increase of wages and

shorter hours its cardinal principles. For a

time it seemed justified, though many of its

friends felt that the benefit thus obtained would

be only temporary, unless the working man

could be made to understand the inherent weak

ness of his economic position in the face of land

monopoly and special privilege.

He has not grasped this fact yet, and hence,

before the new order of things, in spite of his

apparent omnipotence, he finds himself baffled

and is becoming angry. He is getting nominal

wages, higher than imagined in his wildest

dreams a few years since, but his dollars fall in

value as rapidly as they rise in number.

The first objects of his wrath are the

profiteers. Threats of violence against them

are rife. Those large classes in the community

that are not organized find it very difficult to in

crease earnings commensurately with living

costs. The power of the Federal Government

is invoked to determine what is a fair profit,—

a task difficult in war, but impossible in

peace.

Talk of hoarding is heard as though some

means existed of making people sell their prop

erty for less than what they regard as its price.

Even in war time in Europe all the Govern—

ment was empowered to do was to prevent the

sale of foodstuffs above certain figures.

Government, labor, and capital alike seem

unaware that Adam Smith discovered the rudi

ments of a new science a century and a half ago,

in which may be found a remedy for most of the

public evils that have afflicted mankind. Nor

do they appreciate that ignorance of the new

science inevitably leads to disaster.

The professional economists have only them

selves to blame if they are completely ignored

in the recasting of the world. Instead of seek

ing the truth, regardless of whom it hurts or

helps, they have sought to justify the estab

lished order, by sidestepping obvious deductions

from indisputable premises. In the public

mind, if they are considered at all, they rank

with soothsayers and sycophants chiefly en

gaged in the manufacture of elaborate formula:

to prove that two and two make four only in

special cases, but that under exceptional cir—

cumstances they make three and sometimes

five.

Indeed, if the‘situation were not fraught with

such tragic possibilities, one lmight find some

amusement in the reflection that the whole situa

tion is admirably typified in the old cartoon

which showed Punch riding a donkey which he

urged to greater speed by holding a carrot on a

stick in front of the animal’s nose. In this com

bination the donkey represented labor, the car—

rot prices, while Mr. Punch combined in his

person the landlord and the monopolist. There

are men in the country who can show the

donkey how to get the carrot. Some of them

are in Washington in executive positions, and

they should be given the opportunity to render

the country the service that they are best fitted

to perform.

The Sanctity of Courts

N the high-handed tyranny of Chancellor

Peres, whose juridical soul was wounded in

its immaculate sensibilities by the editorial ef

forts of Edward T. Leech to help in clearing

up the political situation in Memphis, Tenn.,

where things had long been under an infamous

gang rule, we confess that we are more struck

by the position of the judge in regard to his

court than by the malicious and pernicious atti

tude he assumed toward the liberties of the

press.

The editor of the Memphis Press was sent to

jail for a brief term for what the judges of

Tennessee are pleased to call “constructive”

contempt. A short time previously the judge

of the criminal court of Memphis had been “in—

vestigated,” impeached, and removed by the

State Legislature. The editor had included in

his general indictment the courts as having been

affected by the long-standing corruption. Judge

Peres m the day before the editorial appeared

had ;" 'en a political decision that was open to
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discussion, and he felt that it was a case where

his foot and the shoe were a perfect fit. Hence

the contempt proceedings.

But what is contempt of court? The courts

have grown out of a need in human nature for

a means of formulating and efi'ectuating the

principles of justice. Justice is a permeating

quality in society that works for the fair

treatment of all and as a settler of disputes

and antagonisms. It abides abstraetly as a

principle of life whether men do well or ill,

whether society heeds it or ignores it. The

courts exist to function this justice, equity,

fair play, right dealing between man and

man. The court as a representative or in

strument of equity is an expression of what is

in potency and essence in every man and in all

society. Any attempt in the roughest condi

tions of human association to arbitrate and

adjust differences among men is quite as sacred

per se as the most august tribunal ever created

in the mightiest of states.

The judge, although called the court in the

lingo of lawyers, is never the court in anything

but an administrative or ancillary sense. In

the case of Mr. Leech, Judge Peres assumed

that any editorial statement that could be con

strued as against himself as a candidate for

reiélection was a contempt of court.

Did any one ever hear of the principle of

equity or justice or fair play running for of

fice or seeking votes for reélection? To ask the

question is to show the childishness and absurd

ity of the charge against the Memphis editor.

Any judge who honored the court in which he

himself presided or functioned should be the

first to acclaim the words of the editor. We do

need to keep all politics clean,—above all do

we need to keep the courts in their relation to

politics clean.

Had a case been pending, where witnesses or

a jury might‘have been influenced, or where

prejudice might have been engendered against

the judge to the miscarriage of justice, then it

would be possible to condemn the editor for

contempt, but then only because his conduct

might contravene the right working of justice

or equity or truth or fair play. All the sanctity

in a court lies in the justice it administers or

is supposed to administer.

Not Editor Leech but Judge Peres is the one

who was guilty of contempt of court,——not

“constructive” or construed contempt of court,

but a very definite and destructive contempt of

court. He was guilty of real contempt in a

twofold sense,—first by identifying himself with

the court he represented, arrogating to his

mere person, temporarily invested with a duty,

the sanctity and majesty of justice itself, the

eternal principle of fair play; and second, by

using his own court and other courts to “get

back” at a political adversary that had wounded

his vanity or impaired his chances of reelec

tion.

Get Together in the Open Forum

By George W. Coleman

President Open Forum National Council

HESE are anxious times to every thought

ful individual. Far-sighted men are sound

ing the warning. The rumblings grow ever

more ominous. Men are shouting from the

house-tops. A Vanderlip cries out to the world

of finance. A president of one of the railway

brotherhoods declares, “There will be hell in

this country, and it is nearer today than I ever

knew it in my years of experience.” Forum

speakers have been telling the people the truth.

But only a few hear, still fewer understand, and

rarely does any one take vigorous action to

stem the tide. °_ '
"g s

Our greatest danger is not in this or that

trouble. If we could face any one of these

monstrous evils unitedly we could triumph over

whelmingly. Race riots are horrible. Only re~

ligious strife is worse. A little anarchy uncon

trolled is like an unguarded magazine of high

power explosives. Profiteering drives the iron

of resentment into the blood of even the most

lenient. And a tyrannical and irresponsible

labor organization drives us all into the spirit

of lawlessness. These and other dynamic forces

are steadily bringing us to the verge of com

plete disintegration.
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Our only salvation is in getting together.

When we do that we can face anything. But

there is no place in any of our communities

where all well-meaning people of every kind and

degree are accustomed to come together to dis

cuss serious things of mutual concern, except—

in the Open Forum. There are several hun

dred forums scattered all over the country.

Glenn Frank says if we had them by the tens

of thousands they would spell safety and suc

cess in the midst of these tremulous times.

That Sunday night forum in Cooper Union

began twenty years ago to show us how to do

it. Eleven years ago Ford Hall in Boston

caught up the idea, and the example it has set

has been followed far and wide. It has been

demonstrated beyond cavil that an audience

made up of everybody is capable of a virile

discussion of grave public questions, and that

the fellowship of toleration, respect, and open

mindedness generated in the atmosphere of the

Open Forum is one of the greatest possible

assets to our American citizenship.

The forum is non-partisan, non-sectarian,

without bias of any kind. It welcomes every

self-respecting element in its community. It

listens to the ablest men and women on the

American platform. And it pays a full meed

of respect to the audience unlike any other or

ganized public gathering. What the audience

thinks and feels in response to the message of

the expert is what counts most in an Open

Forum. It is in this environment that

prejudices soften and good will expands and

the process of integration goes on apace.

The forums are most numerous in and around

New York and Boston, but they have spread

as far south as Florida and westward to the

Pacific Coast, while there is a string of them

scattered across the principal cities of Canada.

During my war service on the other side I had

the pleasure of planting the seed for the first

forum in England in the good old town of

Boston, Lincolnshire.

A considerable forum literature is accumu

lating, including the book “Democracy in the

Making,” which gives a full and vivid picture of

the first eight years of the Ford Hall forum in

Boston. And some time ago “Songs of the

Open Forum” was issued, it being found neces

sary to gather together a book of songs of our

own.

Organization in the forum field is reduced to

the minimum. The local forum is usually con

ducted by a committee of citizens without con

stitution or by-laws. The Open Forum Na

tional Council is an affiliation of the local

forums of Canada and the United States for

the purpose of promoting the movement. The

national body exercises no jurisdiction over the

local organization, but is largely a center of

information and inspiration along forum lines.

At no time in the history of the movement

has the public interest in the forum idea been

so keen and so widespread as it is just now.

Some of the most substantial forces in the

country have lined up with the forum organiza

tion, and leading men and women in all walks

of life have warmly commended to their fellow

men the need and worth of this new instrument

of public discussion.

The Four Minute Men have taken a lively

interest in the forum. Churches of all kinds

have been among the oldest and strongest

friends and backers of the forum. Chambers of

Commerce everywhere have established member

forums and they are seeing more and more

clearly the imperative need of community

forums. Even City Governments, usually the

last to take up anything new, are giving sub

stantial cooperation to the forum, lending the

City Hall and the school auditoriums for forum

meetings and even providing for the expenses

and the management.

President Faunce of Brown University says:

“The forum movement owes its success to the

fact that it has steered clear of all the men

who have wanted to capture it, exploit it, and

harness it to some private platform.” And

Roger W. Babson, the widely known statis

tician, remarks: “The Open Forum is the

safety valve of America. Those who favor the

Open Forum are America’s best friends.”

Of course, the liberals and radicals are tak~

ing a strong hand in the development of the

forum. Some forums have too marked a bent

in this direction, but this is often the fault of

the more conservative and substantial elements

that do not play their proper part. And what

saner, safer means of expression can be found

for even the wildest radicals than an orderly

public discussion in which both sides have the

same privileges.
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The forum has manifested an extraordinary

versatility. Not only has it succeeded in every

part of the country, among immigrants, in the

midst of Boston’s elect, in the synagogue,

church, and under the auspices of the Catholic

Church, in College Halls and Labor Union as

semblies, but it is also making its way now into

factories. Already one big New England shoe

shop is working out the idea of bringing the

owners, managers, and workers together once

a month to talk oVer many matters of mutual

concern. A half-hundred other big concerns

have written me inquiring the way of it.

But perhaps the most significant adaptation

of the idea is found in what we call the Motion

Picture Forum. Here a film, presenting some

serious topic, takes the place of the lecturer.

The audience gets its information and inspira

tion through the eye instead of by the ear, and

then under the stimulus and guidance of an ex

perienced chairman, proceeds to discuss the

topic at issue in full forum fashion. This

eventually will send the forum idea into every

nook and corner of the country penetrated by

the motion picture machine. The first tryout

of the Motion Picture Forum was made in one

of the Boston School centers. Edward Everett

Hale’s story of “A Man Without a Country”

was the message presented on the screen. The

discussion that followed will never be forgotten

by the five hundred auditors present. If such

a handling of the topic of patriotism could_be

had in every community in this country some

of our troubles would begin to melt away.

The Motion Picture Forum idea gives added

significance to the motto of the Open Forum,

which reads, “Let there be Light.”

The great parent Chautauqua Institution

has invited the Open Forum National Council

to hold a summer school of forum methods on

its famous grounds at Chautauqua Lake, N. Y.,

the last two weeks in August, closing Friday,

the 29th.

Here definite instruction in forum technique

will be given and in the big auditorium at night

will be conducted forum meetings with well

known forum speakers and Motion Picture

Forum Meetings, thus illustrating practically

the classroom instruction given during the day.

To get together and discuss things is the

meaning of the forum. The forum methods

work. The forum principles stand the test of

time. The movement is sweeping forward

rapidly. It has grown up almost of its own

accord. It has no funds and no powerful or

ganization behind it. If a tithe of a tithe of the

money spent in other good causes were to be

invested in the promotion of the Open Forum

we might do something to forfend the fearful

days against which we are being so incessantly

and fruitlesst warned.

How Kelly Beat the Gang

By Hugh Reid

KELLY is a fine old fighting name. This is

the story of how Kelly licked two political

parties and five packers. It is nothing like the

story of Horatius at the bridge, for Horatius

finally retreated; Kelly won out. Besides,

Horatius had help; Kelly did this alone.

The real cause of the whole fight was the

high cost of living. During the war it has

risen so high that even Congress has become

disturbed. I do not mean to intimate that Con—

gress gets worried just because food is high.

But everybody else in the country does. The

high cost of living has become a political issue.

The two biggest political issues in the country

today are taxation and the cost of living. Since

our entrance into the European war foodstufis

alone have advanced 89 per cent. Since the

beginning of the war itself in August, 1914,

they have advanced 78 per cent. Since 1913

they have advanced 85 per cent. No wonder

that the cost of living has become a political

issue. Seventy-five cent beefsteak will make any

citizen reflect upon the science of government.

And Congress always watches a political issue.

It is above all a political body.

Now, the largest item in the cost of living

is food. And the United States Government

has enormous stores of food on its hands. Mil

lions of pounds of beef, ham, bacon, fowl,

canned goods, and flour are left in the hands of

the Quartermaster as a result of the armistice.
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Purchases had been made for a long time ahead

on the basis of an army of 5,000,000 men. The

quantities on hand are enormous. For instance,

on July 26 the amount of bacon, roast beef, and

cornbeef hash alone amounted to 231,000,000

pounds. This is equivalent to approximately

10 pounds of meat for each average family of

five in the United States. There had previously

been on hand similarly large quantities of sugar,

flour, and other commodities. Almost all of

these, howeVer, have been disposed of. But on

the 8th of July there were from $10,000,000 to

$25,000,000 worth each of bacon, canned beef,

vegetables, and frozen meats and poultry. The

entire surplus above the army needs was worth

approximately $120,000,000. Subterranean

influences within the War Department had been

trying to put Secretary Baker in a hole by pre—

venting any such sale of those products as

would embarrass the five great packers, who

when all is said and done are the masters of the

food situation.

The stake the packers have in this whole con

troversy may be seen if we consider the vast

amounts of foods held by them in cold storage.

The report of the Federal Trade Commission

which has just been made public shows that they

are in absolute control of every one of the com—

modities over which this controversy arose in

Congress. They control the supply of canned

vegetables just as thoroughly as they control

the supply of meats. Every day those supplies

are kept in cold storage they rise in value. The

quantities held are enormous. Consider for a

moment more than 47,000,000 pounds of chick

ens and turkeys alone. The supply of pork

in storage in the United States on July 1 was

equivalent to 45 pounds per family in the

United States. Counting in beef and mutton,

there were a billion and a quarter pounds of

frozen and cured meat, enough to make a very

sizable barbecue for the entire population of

the United States.

The release of some of the War Department

supplies means the wrecking of a very pretty

piece of speculation in canned goods for the

packers. Bear that in mind. It also helps to

explain the frequent advice of the packers to the

War Department to ship surplus supplies to

starving Europe.

The only other way of salvation for the

packers themselves was to buy back the supplies

they had already sold the Government. If they

could have done that they might have made a

tidy little profit of their own and by exporting

the goods have saved their domestic market.

Now we know something of the significance of

a resolution which was introduced in the House

on July 29. That resolution directed the

Secretary of War to sell without delay all sur

plus food products then on hand “under such a

plan as will insure opportunity to the people

of the United States to purchase the same di

rectly from the Government.” No plan was

suggested. Every Congressman there knew

that the legal and financial obstacles in the way

of direct Government sales to the public would

cause such delays that most of the food would

be in unsalable condition. As the Republicans

saw it, Mr. Baker had two alternatives. Let

the food spoil or sell it to the packers. Either

way he would catch the devil.

The whole scheme found the Democrats with

out an idea. The best they could suggest was

that an amendment be added providing that the

Committee on Appropriations be requested to

ascertain Mr. Baker’s plan and to report an

appropriation necessary for its development.

The amendment was promptly voted down by

the Republicans, thus indicating that, while

they are quite anxious to put Mr. Baker in a

hole, they were unwilling to give him any finan

cial rope with which to pull himself out. It

appeared for a few moments as if the Republi

cans were to have all the best of it.

But they had forgotten Kelly.

Kelly had the plan. It was nothing elaborate.

It consisted of ten Words and a comma, and pro

vided for utilizing the parcels post. Here was

a man who not only had an idea but a definite

one.

Kelly has always had an idea that Andrew

Jackson was right when he said the Post Office

would serve the same function for the country

as the veins and arteries do for the body. Kelly

had an idea that 141,000,000 pounds of meat

products and 173,000,000 cans of vegetables

would be a small job to an organization that

normally handles 6,000,000 packages a day.

The task is really only one-fourth as great as

that regularly thrust upon the Post Office every

Christmas. In addition, there are 54,000 post

masters in the country to act as salesmen and

take orders. Kelly’s plan in brief was to drape
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the mantle of Sears-Roebuck over Mr. Burleson

and turn the Post Office temporarily into a

mail order house.

If a charge of TNT had been exploded on the

Republican side it could not have done greater

damage. Kelly’s plan if adopted would not

only save Mr. Baker, but it would get the food

directly to the people. Worst of all, it would

keep it away from the packers! Frantic at

tempts were made to rule the proposal out on a

point of order, but the luck of the Irish was

with Kelly and he won the point of order.

Kelly is an Independent. He is not a party

man, although he was elected with both Repub

lican and Democratic nominations. He plays

the game with organizations like the Consumers’

League and the National Popular Government

League. If he has any label, he might be called

a Wilson Republican. At any rate, he is strate

gically placed to play both ends against the

middle. And Kelly proceeded to do it. The

Democrats, remember, had originally been

against the whole idea. HOWever, Kelly’s

amendment brought them balm from Gilead.

So they rallied to his idea, and with a few Re

publican stragglers, including the non-partisans

from North Dakota, put the amendment

through with a whoop.

Having converted the Democrats, Kelly now

turned to the Republicans. He knew that al—

though they could vote against a mere amend—

ment they would not dare to vote against the

original proposition. Nor did they. Only

four men in the entire House cared to put them—

selves on record. The final vote was 265 to 4'.

That in brief is the story of Kelly. His full

name is Melville Clyde Kelly, but in a fight he

always soft—pedals both the Melville and the

Clyde and puts the accent heavily on the Kelly.

I doubt whether his story will end like that of

Horatius. As Macaulay tells the story, Hora

tius got a share of the corn land “that was of

common right, as much as two strong oxen

could plow from morn till night.” The best

Kelly will get will be three cheers. So here’s

to you, Kelly!

The final act to this sad story should be told.

Arrangements are being made for a party con~

ference to consider “more consistent party

solidarity in votes in the House.” Housewives

of the nation who are struggling over the cost

of living won’t be so much concerned over lack

of party solidarity as they are over the lack of

Congress to consider their plight. What they

would like would be a few more Kellys on the

job.

The Fundamental Rights in Industry

By Glenn E. Plumb

Author of the Plumb Plan to Nationalize the Railroads; General Counsel for the Railway Unions

THE permanent social organization must

be founded on a recognition of human

rights. Governments are erected by the con

sent of society for the protection of these hu

man rights. Society lives by industry. There

is no other basis for its existence. Industry is

now conducted by corporations. These cor

porations are created by law. These laws are

enacted by the governments which the people

have erected for the protection of their human

rights. To make that gOVernment effectual it

is necessary that the corporations authorized

to conduct the industry upon which society is

based shall operate under laws which protect

with impartiality the human rights which that

government was erected to safeguard. There

are three fundamental divisions of human rights

involved in every industry conducted under gov—

ernmental grant; for a grant made by the

people to a corporation to conduct an industry

has as the sole reason for its existence a benefit

to the people that make the grant. These three

fundamental interests may be defined as follows:

1. The interest of the public. This interest

is based upon the need of the public for the

services to be rendered.

2. The second fundamental interest is that of

the producer employed in the industry. This

interest is the right of the individual to an equal

opportunity with all other individuals for the

employment and development of his own powers

of mind or body. It is the inalienable right of

every individual to life, liberty, and the pursuit

of happiness. 2

3. The third fundamental interest is the

right of every individual to enjoy and control >

the means which he possesses to the fullest ex
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tent, provided that in such use and control he

does not invade either the interests of the pub

lic or the rights and privileges of others. This

third class of interests constitutes the so—called

property interests, and this does not mean the

“rights of property,” but means the rights

which governments have created, well recog—

nized as belonging to individuals in their use,

control, and domination over property or

things. It is a human right and not a right

vested in things apart from the human right of

ownership.

The first interest, the public interest, is met

and satisfied when service is rendered to the

public at a price that protects, first, the right

of the producer, second, the right of the owner

of property, without requiring the consumer

or the public to pay more for the service than

is required to protect the consumer and the

owner of the property.

The second human interest, that of the pro

ducer, is protected when he is allowed to retain

as the reward for his services all that he pro

duces after meeting the just demands of the

owner of property and after protecting the

rights of the public or the great body of con

sumers.

The third fundamental interest, that is, the

interest of the owner of property, is protected

when as such owner he devotes his property to

public service and receives in return for its in

vestment a guaranty that will maintain the in

tegrity of the investment and an assured return

thereon commensurate with the hazards of the

service in which the investments is made.

If he receives more than this it must be taken

at the expense of either the public, who are the

consumers of that service, or the wage-earners,

who produce that service.

Anything that the owners of property de

mand and receive in excess of the amount re

quired to satisfy their just demands is received

in violation of the inherent rights of consumers,

producers, or both.

There has been perpetual conflict and war

fare between these three interests. There has

been no attempt to define and harmonize the

conflict of these interests, but each has been

seeking to enforce its demands at the expense

of the others.

This is destructive industrial warfare.

Each interest resorts to force to secure its

demands. Measures are passed by the public to

protect their interests, enforced by the police

power. Owners of property resort to the same

force of might to resist the demands of pro

ducers. Producers organize and enforce their

demands by the strength of united resistance,

which frequently results in force and violence.

The ultimate decision in every instance means

nothing but a test of strength. Each interest

resorts to the power of might as its final arbiter.

This system creates classes, begets class war

fare, and by its constant appeal to might de

mands a government of might and not of reason

or justice.

Responsible statesmen must now everywhere

see, if they never saw before, that no industrial

peace can rest securely lipon political or

economic restrictions meant to benefit some in

dividuals or some classes and cripple and em

barrass others.

We believe that industrial peace must rest

upon the rights of individuals, not the rights of

classes; the rights of persons, great or small,

weak or powerful, their equal right to freedom

and security, to self-government and to partici

pation upon fair terms in the economic oppor—

tunities of this nation, the owners of property

included if they will accept equality, and not

seek domination.

Let it be said again that autocracy of the

owners of property or of governmental ofiicials

must first be shown the utter futility of its

claims to power or leadership in the modern in

dustrial world. When that has been done, we

shall at least be free to do an unprecedented

thing, and this is the time to avow or purpose

to do it. We shall be free to base peace on

equality and justice, to the exclusion of all

selfish claims to advantage on the part of any

of the classes or individuals that our present

social system has created.

These three fundamental human interests are

the interests of equals. They are the interests

which the Constitution sought to protect, not

one more than the other, but each and all

equally. Only a peace between equals can last,

only a peace the very principle of which is

equality and a common participation in a com

mon benefit. The equality of individuals upon

which an industrial peace must be founded if it

is to last must be equality of rights, and

equality of rights cannot be established unless

there be equality of authority.
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Tennessee Courts and the Freedom of the Press

By E. C. Rodgers

Special writer for the Newspaper Enterprise Association

THE editor of the Memphis Press went to

jail Monday, August 4. A large gather—

ing of well known and little known and unknown

citizens of Memphis went with him. They all

were in automobiles, quite a long line of auto

mobiles; a former mayor was there, leading

lawyers, men prominent in business life, women

of home and club fame, and a goodly sprinkling

of workingmen. They all went to jail with

Leech, went with him to the jail door, and there

told him that on the evening when he got out

they would meet him—they and thousands of

others—in a mass meeting at which they could

renew their fight on political corruption and

judicial dishonesty. Editor Edward T. Leech

of the Press thus became an inmate of the

Shelby County jail. His term will be up

August 14:, and that is the day when they will

have the mass meeting they planned while tak

ing him to jail.

Editor Leech is in jail because he wrote and

published an editorial, “The Shame of It All.”

Herein he denounced political and judicial cor

ruption, dishonesty in public office, whether at

the City Hall, the Court House, or the Capitol.

He named no judge. He named no court. He

made mention of no case pending or tried in

court. He merely, and solely, attacked cor

ruption in public office and on the bench. And,

as he explained in his answer in court later on,

he intended the editorial for the good of the

community, and for wearing by those whom the

shoe fitted.

And it seems that some there were who

thought the shoe fitted Judge Israel H. Peres, of

the Chancery Court, No. 2, Shelby County. A

half-dozen lawyers, including R. Gratz Brown

as chief counsel, came into Judge Peres’ court,

pointed at the obnoxious editorial, and ex

claimed, “Your Honor, that editor is striking

at you !”

Let it be explained that Judge Peres was a

candidate for reélection at this time, July 20,

1918, and that Memphis was in the summer heat

of a hot municipal campaign, with the usual

fight on between the so-callcd Crump (boss)

faction and the anti-Cramp (good government)

faction of the dominant Democratic Party.

Judge Peres at one time was an acknowledged

anti-Crump man. It was charged that he

“flopped” over to the Crump faction during the

campaign. Also let it be known that not long

before the highest court in Tennessee, the Senate,

sitting as a court of impeachment, met, and

the Lower House, sitting as a grand jury, in

dicted the Attorney General of Shelby County

and the Judge of the First Division of the

Criminal Court, and that the then Judge of the

Second Division of the Criminal Court of Shelby

County, in the face of this wave of retribution,

resigned.

The day before this editorial appeared in the

Memphis Press, Judge Peres had handed down

a decision in a political case. He had granted a

temporary injunction restraining the State

Board of Elections from ousting a Shelby

County election commissioner accused and con

victed of political maladministration. Judge

Peres’ decision retained in office a man noted for

his advocacy of Crump leadership and success

at the polls. Obviously this decision favored

the Crump faction. It has been charged that

it was by manipulating the election machinery

that the Crump faction won the subsequent

election. However, all Memphis understood

that Crump was the winner in the Peres de

cision, whether the judge himself knew it or not.

That decision came on July 19. Next day

appeared the Press editorial, in which it said

that “even courts have been brought into di

repute and judges have abandoned the prin—

ciples of loyalty and integrity, have made a

farce of the laws they swore to enforce, have

dragged their own courts into the mire, have

turned traitors to their friends and supporters,

and enemies to the principles they professed

because the politicians have laid their hands on

them and forced them to do their bidding.”

Judge Peres maintained, and still does, that

Editor Leech aimed at him in this editorial,

that it was written because the editor didn’t

approve of his decision in the case of Gray vs.

Anderson. And so Editor Leech was brought

into Judge Peres’ court, charged with construc
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tive contempt, that is, contempt outside the

presence of the court, and the case was trans

ferred to the first division of the Chancery

Court and there heard before Judge F. H.

Heiskell, who promptly found Leech guilty as

charged and “gave him the limit.” The “limit”

as permitted by Tennessee statute for construc—

tive contempt is $50 and ten days in jail. The

jail term began August 4. Appeals were taken

to higher courts, the Court of Civil Appeals

and the State Supreme Court. Both affirmed

the decision and sentence of the Chancery Court.

These courts have made it law in Tennessee

that a newspaper cannot print, without laying

itself liable to a charge of contempt of court,

any criticism of any judge’s ruling, decision, or

failure to rule or decide until the case is re

moved from the jurisdiction of that judge.

This applies during an election campaign as

well as after or before. It applies in an injunc—

tion case, holding until the permanent injunc—

tion is granted or refused, and until the last

minute of the time in which may be made an

application for a rehearing. As a muffler of the

press it is in a class all its own.

Constructive contempt in all States and in

most courts has possessed a deal of elasticity.

It has been stretched to include much, but it was

never stretched farther than by the courts of

Tennessee in the case against Leech, and which

is now a case against all Tennessee editors and

newspapers, also newspaper readers. A judge,

even though he be a candidate for office, may

silence criticism in any action pending in his

court, and any case is legally pending as long

as either party to the case has the privilege of

appealing for a rehearing.

In the Leech case the courts have decided

that a judge may try the shoe on, and if he

thinks it was manufactured for him to wear he

may institute proceedings of contempt of his

court. In the Leech case a judge construed

charges directed at corrupt courts and dis

honest judges as accusations made against his

court and himself. Despite no mention of name,

court, or case in the editorial; despite the fact

that the editorial might have been directed at

any judge of any court, trying any cause,

Judge Peres defined it as contempt of his court,

and in this attitude he was upheld by higher

courts of Tennessee.

The Race Between Wages and Prices

By Frederick F. Ingram

Frederick F. Ingram is President of the Frederick F. Ingram Company of Detroit, Member of the Manufacturing

Porfumon’ Association of America and the Detroit Board of Commerce; also Director of the Detroit

Open Forum, Member of the Academy of Political and Social Science and the American

Economic League, and leader in other civic movements

AYEAR ago I published “The Race Be

tween Time and Famine,” a survey of

farming conditions obtained by some weeks of

visiting and interviewing farmers.

It showed that farmers are penalized for

farming, that the industry is dwindling, that

price-fixing had failed of its purpose, that farm

production was being maintained without ade

quate profit to the farmer who was spurred on

by patriotism and desire to win the war, and

that because of insufficient returns to pay the

current city wages with which he must compete

he was compelled to go without sufficient help,

which forced his wife and children into the fields

to share with him unendurable hours of toil. I

' predicted that, unless some fundamental

changes were made to improve the situation

when the statement that “food will win the war”

is verified by peace, patriotism would cease to

be sufficiently potent as an appeal for food pro

duction, and that unless the farm food producer

were guaranteed a reasonable return for his

labor and investment we should face a food

shortage and an industrial crisis comparable to

the war itself in serious consequences.

Now, nine months after the armistice it is

found, as the American National Bank of New

York puts it, “that the country has reached a

point where advances in wages are and can be of

no benefit to wage earners,” while the Railroad

Brotherhoods, which have already received in

creases in their wages of billions, are demanding

another increase of a billion and government

ownership of the railroads in which they will

participate in the management and profit shar~

ing, because, so they say, “labor faces a per—

sistently serious situation due to the cost of

living and the impossibility of wages keeping
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pace with it; . . . that increased wages are over

capitalized for inflated profits, and the cost of

goods mounts faster than the wage level. A

few grow wealthy and the multitude is impov

erished.”

The Brotherhoods’ demand on Congress is

made at a time when all branches of the Govern

ment are feverishly trying to solve the high

cost of living problem, thus to avert further

labor disturbances and allay a general unrest.

Let no one think that advances in wages and

prices can be longer continued and the farmer’s

position be ignored. He and those immediately

dependent upon him constitute one-third of our

population. He has never been able to fix the

prices of his products, and there is no likelihood

that he can in the future. He has seen the

wealth produced by applying his labor to his

land enormously increased by labor saving ma—

chinery and improved transportation, while his

reward for his labor has diminished and his

economic position has become more precarious.

He has seen his land advance in price from

a dollar or two to $50, to $100, to $200 an acre,

and corresponding increases in his taxes and

diminishing interest on his investment, for he

can garner no more from land at $200 than the

same land at $2 an acre. He knows that there

is nothing but loss for him at the increased valu

ation per acre unless he sells and quits farming.

He sees other inducements for quitting the

farm. He cannot pay the competitive wage

labor gets in the city industries, neither can he

earn it applying his own labor to his own land,

nor can he shift the labor cost, for as before

said he cannot fix the prices of his own products

as is done to all products he must buy; for in

stance, the International Harvester Company’s

report of last month shows an increase of wage

scale of one hundred per cent. The farmer

knows he must pay that much more to have his

implements made, and that he has no chance to

recoup himself, and so it goes with his furni

ture, his clothes, the transportation of his own

products, and everything else. He is expected

to feed everybody regardless. He is the goat.

However, he has one remedy and he is apply

ing that increasingly. He is quitting the farm

for the city and becoming a consumer himself

instead of a producer,—the silent strike. And

that is what makes it look so black—what

causes so much concern among our rulers.

Is there any way his migration to the city

can be checked? There is; a true farmer loves

his farm, he joys in the work and the exercise

of the individual initiative, so necessary and so

inseparable from farm work, that under natural

conditions makes that work attractive.

Why then not restore opportunity to coun

try life? It had it in plenty when we had free

land. When the free land was gone oppor

tunity for the farmer who farms went with it.

The high price of farm land does not attract

the working farmer; he abandons it for the

higher wages in the urban industries and holds

the land idle for speculation or sells it and

cashcs in, for the market price is above the sum

on which he could earn interest and current

wages working it. As a consequence half the

farm land is held idle and out of use. Unused

land does not produce anything, does not buy

anything. Unused land is a nuisance, a harbor

for noxious weeds, insects, and wild animals that

interfere with cultivating ad acent land.

Why should our laws reward persons for

maintaining nuisances?

By what methods can such lands be restored

to adequate use? By removing the present em

bargo on use. If a man now farms his land, we

tax him heavily and tax everything on it or in

it. If he quits farming we reduce his taxes.

Why not reverse the process? Taxing a man

for farming is in effect an occupation tax. We

don’t tax other occupations, why farming, the

most socially necessary of all?

A tax other industries may pay is shifted to

the consumer in a higher price for the product,

adding to the price not alone the tax but the

profit also. For instance, alcohol used in manu—

facturing which costs around twenty-five cents

or thirty cents a gallon was taxed $1.10 a gal

lon, then $2.20, and now $4.40 a gallon. Doe

any one using it complain? They go on merrily

using it, for the tax increases the volume of

their business, also their profit, and the con

sumers, farmers and others, just pay more,~

that’s all. The farmer can’t shift his taxes, be

they Government taxes, transportation, or what

not.

Moreover, the present direct tax farmen

have to pay is extortionate, the land is ap

praised far beyond its actual value and at it;

speculative value. If it was appraised on thl

same basis as urban appraisements (on the ne'
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rent capitalized) the average farmer would haVe

little or nothing to pay in direct taxes. Deduct

the labor cost (computed on the average scale

in other industries), maintenance of improve

ments, tools, and soil fertility, and there is lit

tle or no revenue left to apply on returns for

invested capital.

So why not reverse the process? The man

who tills the soil and produces food for the

millions is doing a public service, he should be

rewarded rather than punished. The Govern—

ment should readjust the relation of the farmer

to farm land. It should protect him in his ex

clusiVe possession and in ownership of all im

provements and other property he has thereon,

and on condition that he will use the land ade

quately for whatever productive use it is best

adapted and save such farms free from all taxes

and levy a tax high enough on all land held out

of use to force such land into use.

No injustice would result. The holder of

idle land is asked to do only what his neigh

bors are glad to do and what it is necessary to

do in the interests of the people. The owner of

the idle land would then work it himself, or have

it worked, or sell it.

Nor would untaxing farm land he discrimi

nation. It is the site value, not the land, that is

taxed within the city. It will simply be apply—

ing the same method in the country where site

value does not exist to any measurable amount.

In my opinion the above changes are fun

damental. The farmer must be given free access

to the land. Later other forms of exploitation

of the food producer can be looked after; they

are mainly dependent for success upon defects

of our transportation system.

 
 

CURRENT THOUGHT
 

The Found Star

STOOD in the door of Dawn,—

My room still deep with the night;

The ache in my heart was gone,

Somewhere in the heavens, a light.

My star was pulsing to me;

I searched through the wide sky-room;

The cry of my heart to see

My star in the hour of gloom.

A thrill in my heart did run,—

A slender silvering ray,—

Out in the world the Sun,

Dee in my room the Day.

—Charloa ertram Johnson, in "Songs of My People."

Pathetic

SONG for Fathers’ Day: “I Didn't Raise My

Boy to Be a Senator."—-New York Evening

Post.

Fair and Free Trade

COMMERCE may be as predatory as armies.

An Indian or an African may be deprived of

his possessions quite as effectively by trade as by

violence—James H. Tufts, in "The Ethics of

Cooperation.”

Don’t Go West!

THE many schemes to drain the swamps and

irrigate the deserts are so_futile, such poor

business, and so utterly inadequate that the won

der is why so many people are deceived by them. \

Thousands of acres might be reclaimed, but what

would be the use when millions of acres, much of

which is immediately adjacent to our great cen—

ters of population, are ready for immediate occu

pancy, furnishing abundant labor for all possible

demands now and for years to come?—-Harry H.

Willock, in Commerce and Finance.

One Cause of War

HIGHER rate of interest is obtainable on en—

terprises in an undeveloped country than in a

developed one, provided the risks connected with

an unsettled government can be minimized. To

minimize these risks the financiers call in the as

sistance of the military and naval forces of the

country which they are momentarily asserting to be

theirs. In order to have the support of public

opinion in this demand they have recourse to the

power of the press—Bertrand Russell, in “Pro

posed Roads to Freedom.”

In Georgia

IN Georgia two out of every ten people, ten

years of age and over, cannot read or write.

In Georgia hosts of the working children are

under fourteen years of age and they are allowed

to work ten hours a day. In Georgia the age of

consent is fourteen years. For a long time it was

ten years. It has taken the hardest sort of work,

carried on over an illimitable number of years by

Georgia women, to get it raised even to fourteen.

In Georgia the Legislature has refused to ratify

the Federal Suffrage Amendment, mainly, it ap

pears, because the Georgia solons hate President

Wilson and hate Senator Harris.—The Woman

Citizen.

Fate of the Middle Classes

EVERYONE agrees that there should be a fair

division of wealth between the capitalist and

the worker, whether manual or intellectual, but be—

fore wealth can be divided it must be produced, and

the remedy for low wages is the more abundant
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production of wealth. Now the source of all

wealth is drawn from Mother Earth, and it seems

to me a self-evident proposition that if you permit

less than 1 per cent. of the population absolutely

to control the earth, the other 99 per cent. must

produce wealth only by permission of the small

minority and on terms dictated by that minority.

Higher wages, better traveling facilities, better

built houses, better schools, and a higher standard

of education, and all those comforts which you

very justly point out as beyond the reach of the

middle class must still remain beyond their reach

as long as the land remains the property of the

1 per cent., while all the rest, whether professional

men or handicraftsmen, are only permitted to work

and produce wealth by permission of the land

monopolist. To break down the land monopoly,

therefore, seems to me the real remedy for our

social evil.——Dr. Gilbert Kapp, quoted in Land

Values.
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Some Drama

The Moon of the Caribbees: And Six Other Plays

of the Sea. By Eugene G. O’Neill. New York:

Boni & Liveright. 1919.

Abraham Lincoln: A Play. By John Drinkwater.

With an Introduction by Arnold Bennett.

Boston and New York: Houghton Miiilin Com

pany. 1919.

Without the Walls -' A Reading Play. By Katrina

Trask. New York: The Macmillan Company.

1919.

WO of Mr. O'Neill's seven one-act plays,

“Ile” and “In the Zone," we had seen per

formed very efl'ectively at the Greenwich Village

Theater. They all read with a thrilling tang. For

the most part they deal with the coarsest vices and

the most crooked mental processes of sailor men.

The first play, which gives its title to the volume,

is perhaps the least significant of all in spite of its

unmistakable tropic flavor and coloring, and the

photographic accuracy of its characters. It has no

suggestion of even a latent sense of finer sentiments

or possibilities in the background to carry its

volume of crass realism. Wc presume the writer

never intended to accentuate a moral; but "The

Long Voyage Home" gives so trenchant a portrayal

of the meanness and cowardice of the liquor traffic

in preying upon the passions, the ennui, the lone

someness of seamen ashore with the wage of months

or years in their pockets that it provides a power

ful prohibition tract.

Lord Charnwood wrote a life of Abraham Lin

coln. John Drinkwater read this story, was deeply

impressed, and proceeded forthwith to dramatize

it. It was first produced in Birmingham, and in

Brummagem it was pronounced a huge success. Its

provincial fame made no impression on the theatri—

cal magnates of the metropolis, and it might have

remained in Midlands’ obscurity till the crack of

doom if Arnold Bennett had not shown up as “a

sort of Chancellor of the Exchequer" and pro

cured it for his own Hammersmith Playhouse.

Hammersmith was a safe place, as there are not

so many Americans out there as on the by streets

in the neighborhood of Covent Garden and the

Strand. “Monarchs and princes have seen it,”

says Arnold Bennett. “Archbishops have seen it.

Statesmen without number have seen it.” “No

body can dine out in London today and admit with—

out a blush that he has not seen ‘Abraham Lin—

coln.’ " \Ve are not told what sort of expression

any Americans were who admitted that they had

seen it. John Drinkwater's feeling is very fine,

and if he had written a lyric expression of his ad—

miration of Mr. Lincoln and his historical signifi—

cance he would have done an admirable work, as

highly appreciated on this side of the water as on

his own. The obiter dicta of his Two Chroniclers

between the acts are beautiful. But until Abraham

Lincoln has as far-flung a background as Julius

Ciesar it will be a hopeless undertaking for any

one but an American to represent him with any

thing Of the objective quality, scope, and setting

that are of the very essence of the drama. Lord

Charnwood is an Englishman, John Drinkwater is

an Englishman, Arnold Bennett is an Englishman.

And there you are. Not a living American speaks

a line or turns a trick in the play. If Susan, the

Cockney maidscrvant, had bespoken herself in

Springfield, Illinois, as she is portrayed in the

play, they would have thrown rocks at her. Lin

coln and all his Cabinet are lower middle class

Englishmen. No Englishman in England can un

derstand that "the plain man" of America has

nothing in common with the aspiring inferiors who

look up to my noble lud as furnishing a standard

to be reached or nearly reached. An unkindish

New York critic once said that the vogue of

popularity of Mr. Bennett's b00ks was probably

due to the fact that he described commonplace

people, and most people liked to read about char

acters of their own type. This helps to explain

certainly, taken in connection with the fact that

the author, is master of the practical mechanics

of stagecraft, why it was possible for this very un

Ameriean Abraham Lincoln to get across in Bir

mingham and Hammersmith. The actors and not

the characters were the play.

Mrs. Trask always has a high quality of spirit

and leaves her reader with a sense of enrichment.

Her play is dated 88 A. D., the traditional year of

the Crucifixion. Exceedingly well does she depict

the result of blind, dogged, ungenerous devotion to

law. Jahdiel is an eminent Jew in Jerusalem.

He had had his wife stoned for suspected unfaith

fulness, and from her infancy he had held his

daughter Alceda under the shadow of a dark mys
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tery about her mother. There is a love story that

adds beauty and poignancy to the scenes, but the

great lesson of the play is that this paternal, this

legal tyranny of literal tradition or obedience is

intended to be broken. The girl with her Roman

lover Tiberius sees Jesus and is receptive of his

life-giving, bond-breaking words. It is natural,

and dramatically correct, that the author should

have laid the stress on the Christ's teaching of

comfort and peace and rest. That of course was

the strong personal call of the Gospel in the early

days. But in the light of modern social develop

ment the New Testament words might have been

interpreted as the promise and prophecy of a fall

ing ofi of shackles and a breaking of bonds

synonymous with the incoming of a new social

order. But historically Christianity had to run

through its own legalisms and bondages.

The Seas in Peace and War

The Freedom of the Seas. By Louise Fargo

Brown. New York: E. P. Dutton & Co. 1919.

IN making dictionaries it is recognized that the

meaning of a word is only to be ascertained by

following historically the changes in usage which

it has undergone. So in matters political, the defi

nition of any of the great outstanding problems is

only to he arrived at by making a survey of the

phases through which it has passed.

The author of the present book has surveyed

in this way the question of “the freedom of the

seas." Her study is timely, and is a refreshing ex

ample of how a piece of work may be made to sat

isfy academic canons and yet retain human in

terest. Despite certain mannerisms, it is well

written, and the author is to be congratulated on

the possession of a sense of humor.

“Freedom of the Seas" has meant very difl'erent

things at different times and under difl‘erent cir—

cumstances. John Adams could say, in 1788, that

“each one of the powers of Europe desires to main

tain the exclusive dominion of some particular sea

or river, and yet to enjoy the liberty of navigating

all others.” In the great days of the sixteenth and

seventeenth centuries Spain denied the right of any

other nation to sail the seas of the New World, and

other nations, following her example, did their best

to set up "closed" seas of their own. In this sense

virtually all seas are now free; just as they are

measurably free of pirates.

On the other hand, the great contention of the

nineteenth century has been over the status of mer

chant ships in time of war. Miss Brown is of

opinion that when the question of the freedom of

the seas has been raised there lay behind it either

resentment at inequalities of opportunity in over

seas' markets or jealousy of the power that con

trolled the sea. This statement has much truth,

but while England may claim, "and with justice,

that she has used her power to make and keep the

seas free in time of peace, in time of war, she does

not hesitate to state, the seas must be closed to her

enemies." Resentment, however, has manifested

itself when, in time of war, neutrals have been com

pelled to consult the dominant maritime: power as

to where they might sail and as to what they might

carry.

The question at issue is not whether England is

at fault in exercising power, but how are you going

to remedy the situation without resort to war?

\Vould the case be any better if Germany, or even

the United States, should oust Great Britain from

her ancient position of control? Every impartially

minded person will agree with the author in think—

ing that “the only possible solution for this p triica

ment is international control of the seas through

a League of Nations.”

FREDERICK J. Trooas -.

Land for the Soldiers

The Land and the Soldier. By Frederic C. Howe.

New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons. 1919.

T is unfortunate that the efl'orts of Secretaries

Lane and Wilson and others, like Mead, Spill

man, and Howe—all pioneer spirits in the move

ment for agricultural reform in the United States

—should have failed until now to stir a lackada's‘ -

cal Congress into some sort of tardy action r

regard to land settlement for the soldiers. l -

Howe's recent volume is therefore timely, if n 1'.

too late, adding as it does an insistent note to the

plea for a round~about~face in our agricultural

policy.

Most of us, however, have long since awakened

to the necessity of legislating into being a new land

program, supplanting the haphazard homestead

system, borrowing liberally from Danish and Aus—

tralian precedents, and incorporating the essential

features of "rural community organization; state

promotion; the purchase of large tracts of land;

their subdivision into farms of the proper size;

easier credit advanced by the state; supervision by

experts; and control of the title, at least for a

limited period, by the community." But with re

gard to this last point there exists the most uncer—

tainty, for, however much of merit and suggestion

there is in the agricultural programs of Denmark,

Australia, Ireland, and Germany, America will

probably have to work out its own system of land

tenure. It is to this phase of the problem—the re

lation of the new colonists to the land—that Com

missioner Howe makes a valuable contribution. Ab

solute ownership of land—with the concomitant

evils of speculation for unearned increments and

the creation of a tenantry, poor, uninterested in

community development, and forever trying to pay

off impossible mortgages—is plainly out of the ques—

tion. There remain three other plans: sale of land

by the government to owner with the understand

ing that the community must approve sale by

owner; cooperative ownership of the entire com

munity by the occupiers, each owning shares in

az».'1‘:—
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stock of the community and realizing profits only in

the form 0'.‘ dividends from these stocks; or finally

government ownership of the land and leasings of

land to set’tlers “at an annual ground-rental to

cover the-interest charges on the land investment"

with periodic revaluations of the land whereby in

dividuals who happen to get favored sites would

be on a plane of equality with individuals less for

tunate and all the advantages of the singletax

would be secured.

The author deprecates the plan (originally fath

ered by Secretary Lane) to reclaim by irrigation

and drainage large stretches of Western and South

ern j'>"*'"~ds, because there is yet plenty of land not

propfi'ly cultivated in the vicinity of the cities and

the ~conomies of distribution are best efl'ected at

smé‘l‘ distances, as the garden villages of England

have demonstrated.

Distilled from Dr. Howe's careful research work

in the agricultural field, this recent volume further

testifies to the author's ability to bring the signifi

cance of important social facts to the attention of

the lay reader and—one sincerely hopes—the Con

gressional and State legislator.

- Lro H. Joacum.

J
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Education

' —A system of free traveling dental service for

rural-school children was established by the State

Board of Health of North Carolina in July, 1918.

This experiment was begun after examination of

some 200,000 school children in North Carolina

showed that at least 76 per cent. had beginning

decay in permanent teeth.

-—Y01mg DemOcracy says that two lecture en

gagements were recently canceled arbitrarily by

the authorities of Chicago University. One of the

lecturers was Padraie Colum, the Irish radical poet

and friend of the Sinn Fein movement, and the

other was \Vilfrid Humphries of the Y. M. C. A.,

who has been telling the story of his experiences in

Russia, a story which is not especially damaging

to the Soviet Government.

Suffrage

—It is estimated that women to the number of

200,000 have federated in New Jersey through

their organizations for the purpose of pushing the

ratification of the Federal Amendment in that

State.

-—Miss Mabel Talbott, who has been elected

presidenthof the National Amalgamated Union of

Shop Assistants, Warehousemen, and Clerks, is the

first woman to become the executive head of any

of the great British trades' unions.

-—Appointment of Miss Anderson as director of

the woman—industry service of the Department of

Labor, announced by Secretary Wilson, brings a

trade union woman for the first time into govern

ment office as a federal bureau chief.

Labor

——Virtually all the newspapers of Tokio have

suspended publication, owing to the demands of

the printers for higher wages.

—The first strike of legitimate actors ever called

in this country closed twelve of New York's most

important theatres on the 7th.

—The railroad workers, headed by the four

Brotherhoods, and with the approval of the Amer

ican Federation of Labor, have begun a campaign

to raise a huge propaganda fund to educate the

country concerning the advantages of the Plumb

plan for the nationalization of the railroad systems.

—Exactly 14 strikes were taking place in

Brooklyn on the 7th, according to an estimate made

by a Brooklyn police inspector. This figure in

cludes the big B. R. T. strike and another strike

which broke out when 750 plasterers quit work on

the finishing of new buildings. They demanded

$8 a day. They receive $7.80.

—The third newspaper writers’ union of this

country has been formed in St. Louis. The first

is News Writers’ Union, Local 1, formed at Boston

recently, and the second is the one in Scranton,

Pa. The St. Louis experiment was inspired by the

success of the Boston and Scranton unions, which

enforced every one of their demands.

—The New Hampshire State Federation of

Labor has adopted a platform for the ensuing year,

which includes a demand for a 44-hour week as

the general standard of hours of labor, ratification

of the suffrage amendment, retention of the day

light saving, and an increase of 25 per cent. in

wages of postal workers.

—-An agreement providing that the striking em

ployes of the Brooklyn Rapid Transit, who had

been on strike for four days, return to work im

mediately was reached on the 9th in accordance

with a plan suggested by Public Service Commis

sioner Lewis Nixon at a conference in the cham

bers of Judge Mayer, attended by representatives

of the strikers, Receiver Lindley M. Garrison, the

Public Service Commissioners and city officials.

The strikers gained the substance of their demands.

—Postal workers have asked President Wilson

for a 50 per cent. wage increase. A letter carried

to the White House by a delegation of Postal

Union officials said the wage problem in the postal

service is as pressing as the railroad wage problem,

and asked that their case be included when the gen

eral proposition of food and living costs is sub

mitted to Congress. While living costs in the last

five or six years have increased approximately 100

per cent., postal employes have been granted an

average increase of only 20 per cent.
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—-According to International Labor News Serv—

ice the textile workers of Lawrence are now busy

organizing the education, inspiration, and expe—

rience of their sixteen-week strike into solid work

ing—class organization through industrial unionism

and economic cooperation. The new union born

out of the Lawrence struggle, the Amalgamated

Textile Workers of America, has established a

local of nearly 10,000 members in Lawrence and

the struggle is now on to perfect this mass organi

zation in spite of the campaign of the agents' pro

vocateurs sent out by the mill men to breed dissen

5101’].

Public Health

-—Owen R. Lovejoy, Secretary of the National

Child Labor Committee, reporting to the Children’s

Bureau of the Department of Labor, urges that

the needs of the child and not the desires of any

industry he made the test of child labor legisla

tion.

——The estimate that three-fourths of the 22,000,

000 school children in the United States have

health defects which are actually or potentially in

jurious to them as prospective citizens is reported

by Thomas D. Wood, chairman, Committee on

Health Problems in Education, National Council

of Education.

—Maj or Lewis Terman of Leland Stanford,

Junior, University, in urging the establishment of

dental clinics in the schools, stated that 90 per

cent. of the school children of the country are suf

fering from dental caries, while 20 per cent. of all

the teeth of school children are in a more or less

serious state of decay. Major Terman pointed out

the diseases such as rheumatism and heart disease

due to dental neglect.

——The raising of the age at which American

children are permitted to enter industry and a more

stringent control of the conditions upon which

young people are allowed to assume the industrial

obligations of maturity are urged in the second

section of a volume “Standards of Child W'elfare—

A Report of the Children's Bureau Conferences,"

now being published by the Children's Bureau of

the United States Department of Labor.

Color Line

———Steps toward formation of a large housing

corporation to provide proper housing facilities for

the Negroes in Chicago, as an aid in solving the

race problem here, have been taken by the Chicago

Real Estate Board.

—Detroit’s first settlement house for Negroes

has opened its doors under the auspices of the De

troit branch of the Urban League, a national or

ganization for the bettering of conditions and op

portunities for Negroes in the United States.

—Literature pouring in on members of Congress

proves the existence of a well organized movement

among colored men of the South to carry out their

right to vote and obtain the application of the

theory of self—determination to themselves.

—-Refusing to join the American Legion because

of the undemocratic provisions incorporated in the

constitution of the Virginia State organization,

colored veterans of the world war residing in Rich

mond have formed what is to be known as the

American Alliance.

—The sixth annual meeting of the Ministers’

Conference of Hampton Institute in Virginia

brought together 179 ministers, including 109 re—

ligious leaders from rural districts or small towns,

from Virginia, 101; North Carolina, 78; and one

each from South Carolina, West Virginia, Georgia,

Tennessee, and Mississippi. In 1918 the enroll

ment was 125, including 64 men from rural dis

tricts.

—The opening of Truxton, Va., the first town in

the United States planned and constructed by the

Government for colored persons exclusively, calls

attention to a widening interest in the proper

housing of the Negro population of the United

States. Truxton has 250 houses, each containing

five rooms and bath. All modern conveniences are

provided and the dwellings are attractive. The

town is to be governed by the tenants, who meet

with the town manager, a representative of the

United States Housing Corporation.

Public Order

—A referendum vote cannot be taken in Maine

on the national prohibition amendment, according

to a decision by the State Supreme Court.

-—Agents of the Department of Justice through

out the country are already at work to carry out

the order of the Attorney-General that profiteers

and hoarders of food and other necessaries be

tracked down and prosecuted under the Lever

Food Control act.

—After pontifical mass at St. Joseph’s Cathedral

in Hartford, Conn., August 7, the 54-1 delegates to

the forty—eighth annual convention of the Catholic

Total Abstinence Union of America met for the

first business session, at which was received a

cablegram from the Pope expressing thanks for

the convention’s devotion and loyalty and wishing

it success.

-—Former Justice Samuel Seabury, as attorney

for William H. Lawson, Sylvester Scatena, and A.

Julius Perelli-Minetti, owners of vineyards and

wineries in California, brought an equity injunc

tion suit in the Federal District Court on the 7th,

against United States Attorney Francis G. Cafl'ey

and William H. Edwards, Collector of Internal

Revenue, to enjoin them from enforcing the War

time Prohibition Law.

—-The State income tax law as applicable to non

residents employed or doing business in New York

was declared unconstitutional in a decision handed
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down by Judge John C. Knox in the Federal Dis

trict Court in a case brought by the Yale 82 Towne

Manufacturing Company of Stamford, Conn.,

against Secretary of State Travis. The validity of

the act as applying to citizens of the State was not

passed on by Judge Knox.

—While the Boy Scout movement has been

brought prominently before the public, the organi

zation for the girls has been growing steadily and

silently, as attested by the fact that 50,000 girls

between the ages of 10 and 18 have been enrolled

as Girl Scouts according to a report by Juliette

Low in the advance sheets of the Biennial Survey

of Education of the United States Commissioner of

Education. Since January, 1919, registrations

have been taken at the rate of 150 a day. The

Girl Scout movement is national, for troops are

organized in every State except Utah, and they are

active in the Territory of Hawaii.

Cost of Living

—Congress has decided to act on the legislative

recommendations made by President Wilson, and

bills to regulate cold storage warehouses are ready

to be proposed in the Senate and the House.

—In Chicago an instantaneous upward jump of

4% cents to 9% cents a bushel was the response

of the corn market on the 6th, to the announcement

that the Government would maintain the guaranteed

$2.26 price of wheat.

—The State of New York is to be allotted at

least 200 carloads, or approximately 6,000,000

pounds, of the surplus army foodstufis now in

storage at Schenectady and other points in the

State, the War Department has announced.

—Precise estimates of the cost of rearing the

American child are made in the first section of a

volume entitled “Standards of Child Welfare—A

Report of the Children's Bureau Conferences,"

now in process of publication by the Children’s

Bureau of the United States Department of Labor.

—Unprecedented profits taken by slaughterers,

tanners, manufacturers, and dealers, for which

there was no justification, are responsible for the

price of shoes, Congress was informed by the Fed

eral Trade Commission, which recently completed

an inquiry into the shoe business for the period

from 19141 to 1918. '

—Addressing a joint session of Congress on the

8th on the high cost of living, President Wilson

urged immediate enactment of legislation to pro

tect the consuming public from the exorbitant

prices which do not result from any shortage of

commodities “present or prospective," but are in

large measure “artificially and deliberately created

by vicious practices."

—In a statement given the Omaha Bee by E.

Buckingham, vice-president of the packer owned

stockyards at Omaha, Mr. Buckingham said:

"There won't be any change. The stockyards and

packing houses will operate just the same as usual.

The packing business is as large as the Govern

ment itself, and it is foolish for a lot of grand

standers to theorize on how it shall be conducted.”

-—Reports that President Wilson would take up

the high cost of living as well as the Peace Treaty

in his addresses on his forthcoming tour to the

Pacific Coast were current today. At the White

House it was stated that plans for his journey

were still going forward. According to one report,

the President may start West on Sunday, August

24, if developments at that time seem to make it

advisable.

Co-operation

——A cooperative farmers and graziers' organiza

tion in New South Wales has just purchased the

entire business of one of the largest commercial

wool handling firms in Australia. This cooperative

company, which was formed less than two years

ago by a handful of farmers and settlers, last year

handled 55 per cent. of the New South Wales

harvest.

—-One of the striking features of the Zionist

Commission to Palestine report, just published in

the London Jewish Chronicle, is the prominence

given to cooperative efl'ort. Cooperative societies,

based on Rochdale principles, have been organized

by workingmen in the newly founded Jewish state.

.These societies were assisted by the government

authorities to the extent of $60,000 some months

ago, but since then this loan has been repaid from

the paid in stock subscriptions of new members.

Public Ownership

--Government owned telephones paid a profit of

$1,777,840 during the year 1917—1918, according

to the official British figures.

—-Twenty-one hundred and twenty kilometers

of railway are now operated by the Government

owned Siamese state railways. The past year has

seen an enormous increase in the amount of traf—

fic. Three and one-quarter millions of passengers

were carried during the past year. Operating

expenses upon the various sections varied from 18

to 28 per cent. more than the previous year, and

although a great deal of new construction has been

undertaken the roads have shown a slightly

increased profit.

—Recently the New Zealand Government ap—

pointed a Board of Trade to inquire into the coal

industry. The report has now been issued, and

recommends the establishment of a Coal Board

to take over existing coal mines at the valuation,

pay 4 per cent. interest, and bonuses to share

holders and workers. It also suggests that the

New Zealand Government should run its own coal

vessels, control the carriage of coal on the rail

ways, improve coal ports, prospect likely fields,

and give proper attention to the housing, health,

and social conditions of workers.
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Land Reform

——Some of the great Italian estates are now

under cultivation for the first time in a thousand

years, according to the Bureau of Foreign and

Domestic Commerce.

—According to the Single TM: Review, Herbert

Quick has resigned his post on the Federal Loan

Board to pursue his old occupation of writing and

take up his new occupation of farming.

—The report of the New South Wales Minister

of Agriculture indicates that extensive loans are

being made to farmers for the purpose of construct

ing grain elevators and storage silos for grain.

—The vacant lot gardens along Broadway, New

York City, will this year yield crops valued at

$73,500, according to a report issued by the park

department. The gardens are conducted on the

community plan.

——At Ravenna, Italy, the regional congress of

agricultural laborers recently voted that all land

not cultivated directly by the owner or his family

be expropriated and that such expropriated land

be declared the property of the nation.

—Forty-three percent. of the total population

of Finland is landlessi‘ and lives mainly as day

laborers on the farms or forests. The figures

which are furnished by the Department of Com

merce indicate that 23 per cent. of householders

work their own holdings and 84’ per cent. are ten

ants.
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-——The lord mayor of Sydney, Australia, is very

warm in his praise of the Sydney plan of putting

all taxes on land values, stating that the city has

not only more and better homes, but that many

buildings have been erected that are an adorn

ment to the city, while the "land hogs" have been

penalized.

—James W. Bucklin, one of the best known

public men in Colorado, died in Palo Alto, Cali

fornia on July 14. Mr. Bucklin was one of the

founders of Grand Junction, was elected mayor,

was responsible for its commission form of gov

ernment, introduced the Bucklin Singletax bill

while a member of the State Senate in 1902, and

was chairman of the Colorado revenue commission

to New Zealand, whose report, written by him, was

widely read and quoted all over the country. For

the last few years he had sought health in

California.

Transportation

—It is reported by the consul general at Buenos

Aires that an airplane service will be established

within a few months connecting that city with

Bahia, Brazil.

——The largest airplane engine in the world has

just undergone its first test at Wolverhampton,

England. It weighs less than a ton and is reported

to be of approximately 1,000 horsepower.

-—-A railroad is to be projected through Central

Oregon, from Mt. Angel through Sisters, Bend, and
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possibly Lakeview to the Western Pacific in Nevada

and eventually to San Francisco, a distance of about

281 miles from Portland.

——British newspaper reports indicate that the

daily air service between Folkestone, England, and

Cologne, Germany, is proving very successful.

Mail leaving Cologne is delivered in England and

Wales within twenty—four hours.

—Chairman Hurley of the United States Ship

ping Board has announced that the board had con

cluded negotiations for the sale of 100 steel, coal—

burning steamships of the lake type, the tonnage

ranging from 8,400 deadweight tons (2,200 gross)

up to 8,600 deadweight tons (2,400 gross). About

$80,000,000 is involved in the transaction.

Telephone and Telegraph

—A twenty per cent. reduction in rate tolls has

been ordered by President Mackay for messages

over the Postal Telegraph Company’s wires.

—Indiana Public Service Commission has denied

the petition of the Western Union Telegraph Com—

pany for permission to continue in effect the 20

per cent increase in rates collected under Govern—

ment control. The order means that the company,

on its business in Indiana, must charge the old rate.

-—-Modifications of the increased telephone rates

recently put into effect by the Chicago Telephone

Company, with the authority and approval of Post

master General Burleson, were ordered by the

Illinois Public Utilities Commission. The guaran—

tee by users of four-party nickel service phones is

reduced from forty calls at $2 per month to thirty

calls at $1.50. All Mr. Burleson's installation and

moving charges are abolished, and the company

returns to its original fees.

League of Nations

—The Peace Conference has reached a solution

of the Thracian problem by dividing Thrace into a

number of parts, some going to Greece and others

being designated to form the future free State of

Constantinople and a new free State under the

League of Nations.

—Viscount Uchida, the Japanese Foreign

Minister, in a statement issued in Tokio, declares

that Japan does not intend to claim any rights

affecting the territorial sovereignty of China in

Shantung. The Japanese troops will be withdrawn

immediately an agreement is concluded with China.

Japan is considering the establishment at Tsing

tao of a general foreign settlement instead of a

purely Japanese settlement.
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High Wages and the

Business Man

IN the minds of ninety-nine per cent of the sincere, able business

men who are big employers of labor, there is a fallacy which

they must discard as they do old machinery in their shops. The

fallacy is this: They fear the upward sweep of wages. They do

not know where it is going to end.

High wages should be welcomed by the

business man. High wages mean larger

grocery orders, more shoes sold, more auto

mobiles, more savings bank accounts, more

books, more education, more summer cot

tages; stronger nerves; a healthier mental

outlook; a saner, truer civic and national

life.

Congress has cut out its vacation to in

vestigate the high cost of living in relation

to wages. Well and good. THE PUBLIC

hopes that business men of the country will

take a vacation, and round the camp fire,

Subscribe for The

on the links, or yacht—away from the con

fusion and unnatural complications of life

-—consider whether or not they want and

need high wages for their workers, coupled

up with fruitful production from land of

the necessaries of life.

Legitimate business is handicapped

enough now without the imposition of

another set of rules and regulations.

Monopoly is its foe, as it is the toe of the

consumer—not high wages for workers.

How to “get” monopoly—that’s the

question.

Public, Circulate it

ONE of the best known and most progressive business men in

California last week sent his check for $93 to cover a list of

31 subscriptions. Are you, and all the business men you know,

reading THE PUBLIC?

An introductory subscription for 18 weeks will be accepted at $1
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