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the balance of power, will involve in the next
few years an increasing understanding, and ulti-
mately an alliance with Germany. America and
Britain have gone too far on the road of con-
certed action in world affairs to turn back or
part company. It rests with France to say
whether it is to be a league of nations or an
Anglo-American understanding amounting to an
alliance.
* x x

The revenue bill passed by the Senate in place
of the bill submitted by the House contains some
interesting changes. In place of the $8,000,000,-
000 proposed by the House bill the Senate, in
view of the end of the war, has cut its bill to $6,-
000,000,000; and in response to Secretary Mc-
Adoo’s request as an encouragement to business,
it provides that the revenue for 1920 shall be
$4,000,000,000. Like the House bill, it excludes
all taxes on unused land and natural resources.
A novelty appears in treating incomes from per-
sonal services or business as a continuous
process, and permitting deductions to be made
for losses or bad years. Another provision is for
the sale of oil wells or mines in cases where the
tax payer is the principal explorer, developer or
discoverer, and where the price would represent
excess profits. One change, that of repealing
the present zone law for second class mail mat-
ter, is only indirectly connected with revenue,
but is made in conformity with the original idea
of the freest dissemination of knowledge through
the printed page. Still another, that of the tax
on child labor products, is wholly regulative, and
is not expected to produce revenue. The 10 per
cent. tax on child labor products will tend to-
ward the same result that was achieved by the
10 per cent. tax on bank circulation in retiring
State bank currency. The Civil War Congress
that was afraid, on constitutional grounds, to
forbid State bank currency attained its end by
taxing it out of existence. The present Con-
gress, whose bill against child labor was declared
unconstitutional by the Supreme Court, may se-
cure the same result by means of taxation. The
public will await with much interest the findings
of the Conferenceé Committee that is now con-
sidering the two bills.

x x *

Postmaster-General Burleson would vastly in-
crease the strength of the movement for govern-
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ment ownership of the telephone and the tele-
graph if he would rid himself of the bureaucratic
tories who made his department ridiculous, not
to say mischievous, through their absurd han-
dling of the censorship. It will be recalled that
even the suspension of the Espionage act will
still leave upon the statute books laws that per-
mit the postal department, without trial by jury
or other legal safeguard, to outlaw any person
whom it chooses to deprive of his mail. To
place the telephone and the telegraph in the same
hands will cause many to hesitate who otherwise
would favor government ownership. The Com-
stockian censorship of morals has been elaborated
into a machine for the suppression of fraud
that must be restored to the legal department,
where the accused will have the protection of
the civil courts, trial by jury and the right of
appeal. If Mr. Burleson will aid in this restora-
tion, both by bringing the matter to the attention
of Congress and by ridding his department of
those who have abused their authority, he will
do much to win support for his government
ownership plans. He will also add materially
to the strength of the movement by cultivating
more friendly relations with his employes. It
is most unfortunate for all concerned that the
Post Office Department should have lagged far
behind all other Government departments in its
treatment of employes as to wages, hours, and
general deportment. Whereas Mr. McAdoo’s
enlightened treatment of railway employes won
their allegiance, and strengthened the sentiment
for government ownership, Mr. Burleson’s seem-
ing indifference to the needs of the postal em-
ployes has embittered many, and has led not a
few labor leaders who have heretofore favored
government ownership, to have doubts. The
greatest obstacles to government ownership of
telephones and telegraph—and the easiest ones
to remove—lie within the Post Office Depart-
ment and not without. It is a great opportunity
for Mr. Burleson.

x % %X

The mild hysteria that appears to have seized
some public men and editors over the Govern-
ment’s guaranteed price of wheat in 1919 is
creditable neither to their intelligence nor their
integrity. The price of $2.26, Chicago base, fixed
for this year’s crop was a war measure that was
thought indispensable to the winning of the war.
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It should no more be regretted, whatever the
cost, than the money spent for arms and muni-
tions. At the time the price was fixed there
were more complaints that it was too low than
too high. The price must be paid, but care
should be exercised in the manner of its pay-
ment. No attempt should be made by the Gov-
ernment to hold the price of American wheat
above the world price. The wheat should go to

consumers at the market rate, the Government

making up the difference to the farmers. This
course should be followed for two reasons. First,
the excess price is a war expense, and should
be met by taxes falling on people more in accord-
ance with their ability to pay, rather than upon
the poor who eat the bread. Second, if the
wheat is cheap more of it will be used, and less
of other foodstuffs will be produced; whereas
if the consumer is required to pay the war price
he will turn to other foods, and thus stimulate
the production of more food than is required.
The abnormal wheat crop that is promised be-
cause of a war measure should be distributed
wholly on a food basis, and the Government
should make good the difference between the
guaranteed and the market price.

* Xx x

Colonel Roosevelt has surpassed his own un-
surpassed record for original audacity. It will be
recalled by some that immediately after the
United States entered the war there was much
ado over certain passages in school books com-
mendatory of the Kaiser and German institu-
tions. Good books were withdrawn from use, or
mutilated by censors, because of a page or a
sentence containing a thought that was not con-
sidered fit to put before American children.
Colonel Roosevelt has now gone one step fur-
ther by requesting the New York school authori-
ties to expunge certain of his own ideas that had
been incorporated in a text book, on the ground
that he had held those ideas only sixty days, and
had then adopted the opposite opinion. This
opens up a field of unlimited possibilities. It will
now be in order for some enterprising publisher

to get out an edition of loose-leaf school-books,
by means of which it will be possible, by issuirig
new pages monthly or weekly—or oftener if
necessary—to edit history up to date. By that
means the child mind also will be edited up to
date. Instead of being lumbered with ideas and
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opinions held by statesmen sixty or ninety days
ago, there will be only current opinions, each,
like a will, revoking all previous opinions. The
element of consistency will then no longer
trouble great men, for inconsistency will be im-
possible when only one opinion prevails. Thus
the objectionable passage in question in the New
York school-book, represented Mr. Roosevelt’s
opinion for sixty days, endorsed the President’s
neutrality position; but the Colonel after cogitat-
ing on the matter for two months, concluded that
the President had made a mistake in not protest-
ing against the invasion of Belgium. Under the
loose-leaf method the first statement would have
been replaced by the second, and the school chil-
dren would have changed their opinion accord-
ingly. The same principle would be applied to
all the Colonel’s utterances during the war. As
long as he opposed the formation of a league of
nations the school children would have that text
before them, and when he modified his views to
the extent of admitting that a sane league of
nations would be desirable, the children would
immediately be made aware of that fact by a
change in the pages of their text books. There
is just one limitation to this great discovery of
our ex-President: that is the editing of a man’s
opinions after death. But this no doubt can be
arranged through boards of trustees, who will be
empowered by the will of the decedent to change
and amend whatever opinions conflict with fact.
In that way some men’s opinions would entirely
disappear. How simple history would have been
had this method prevailed in the past.

x %X X

One of the encouraging signs of the better
conditions that are to be, is the earnest atten-
tion that is being given to fundamental principles
by the farmers’ organizations. Notable among
these movements was the meeting in November
of officials of State Granges, States Farmers’
Unions, the American Society of Equity, the
Gleaners, and the Nonpartisan League, who
spent several days in working out a tentative
draft of the policy of American farmers for re-
construction in America, and for international
reconstruction, to be submitted at the Farmers’
National Conference on Reconstruction in Wash-
ington, January 7th and 8th. The hopeful thing
about this new grange movement lies in the fact
that farmers are ceasing to think of themselves
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as a class to be placated at the expense of some
other class; and are coming to look upon them-
selves as a part of the great body politic, whose
real interests are the same throughout. Instead
of advocating petty measures for the relief of
temporary ills, they are striking at the root of
evils that affect all classes of producers. This
is not so sensational or spectacular, and the final
results may not be obtained so soon; but they
will be permanent when they do come. The do-
ings of the Washington conference will be worth
serious attention.

x *x X

Whenever a new movement becomes popular
there are certain groups ready to seize upon it
and make it an instryment of their own propa-
ganda. This has been the experience of the
forum movement, which has had to resist the
efforts of various propagandists to turn it to
their own use. But the friends of the forum
insist that this is a misconception of its mis-
sion, which, when rightly understood, is in no
sense sectarian or political, and cannot be made
to lend itself to such purpose. The method of
the forum makes it an instrument of democ-
racy from the bottom up. Discussion from the
floor makes any autocratic effort to cram ready-
made ideas down the throats of an audience
quite impossible. From its platform any idea
may be presented, but that idea must run the
gauntlet of a questioning audience. From the
time that Professor Charles Sprague Smith of
Columbia started the forum movement at Cooper
Union twenty-one years ago, there have been
efforts to make it serve proselyting purposes.
But such efforts have invariably failed; and
were they to succeed, it would mean the death
of the forum itself. No matter how worthy
any question or any movement may be, it should
be content to pass upon its own merits, and not
try to subject to its own purposes the medium
which must serve all questions and movements.
Democracy functions through the application of
crystallized public opinion. An intelligent pub-
lic opinion is possible only when there is the
freest discussion and interchange of ideas. The
forum offers the means for this interchange of
ideas and it should be developed and used to
the utmost. For, no matter how general the
use of the printed page for the conveying of
knowledge, the personal element is absolutely in-
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dispensable; and the meeting of these little
groups of citizens for the discussion of ques-
tions of common interest is of incalculable value
in the promotion of good citizenship, and the
solution of political, economic and social prob-
lems.

British Liberalism

The returns of the general election in Great
Britain have been announced. They are full of
surprises. The first is that the Nationalist party
in Ireland was practically eliminated, returning
only seven members, while the country was swept
by Sinn Fein with seventy-two seats won. The
issue has become clear-cut as between Unionism
and Independence. The showing of the Labor
party was not up to expectation, the sixty-four
seats falling far short of the anticipated one hun-
dred, although it is a material gain over labor’s
representation in the past. The victory of the
Coalition Government was overwhelming. With
something like five hundred and sixty candi-
dates in the field, mostly Unionists, over four
hundred and seventy were returned.

It is to the Liberal party that disaster has come
in unmistakable form. Of something like two
hundred and seventy non-Coalition candidates
put in the field as against 125 who supported the
Government, only 37 were returned. This result
only becomes comprehensible through an under-
standing of the situation in which the Liberal
party found itself. Like the moderate progres-
sive element the world over, Liberalism repre-
sented a combination of varied interests as con-
trasted with the simple principles and issues
which Conservatism and Labor act upon. In a
time of confusion and in the failure of adequate
leadership, any such combination tends to disin-
tegrate. The tendency is toward an alignment
of extreme political contrast. It may be granted
that only moderate policy can meet the necessi-
ties of the present situation of passionate desire
and radical intention. These circumstances, how-
ever, are not a sufficient explanation of the
débicle of a great political party with a tradition
of constructive legislation that has in large
measure made modern Britain. It was because
Mr. Lloyd George succeeded in cleaving the party
that it went so fatefully upon the rocks. The
election was desired by none outside the Coali-
tion. There had been no time to clarify prin-
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ciples and shape policies. Labor had only suc-
ceeded in constituting itself as a political force.
Mr. Lloyd George hurried to the country with a
victorious administration and succeeded in being
returned to power through the patriotic motive
before the forces that would normally come into
opposition had a chance to emerge from the con-
fusion of war. It was victory through a superb
political adroitness, a strategical manipulation of
circumstances. In his speeches, Mr. Lloyd
George asked for support on the ground that the
only alternative would be government by the
Asquith group or a government with Mr. Ramsay
Macdonald at the head. When Labor showed
its clear opposition he did not hesitate to accuse
it of Bolshevism. Where a Liberal stood for a
constituency the combined forces of the Coali-
tionists were thrown against him usually in the
interests of the Unionist candidate. In many
cases by arrangement, Coalition Unionist and
Liberal would play each into the other’s hand.
This was the case at Blackburn, which has two
seats. The combination of forces succeeded in
defeating the Labor candidate, Mr. Philip
Snowden.

All who have followed Mr. Lloyd George’s
career have wondered frequently during the past
four years where he would find himself politically
at the conclusion of the war. It has been gen-
erally assumed, however, that he would somehow
grasp the leadership of the more democratic and
progressive forces, that he would move to the
Left rather than to the Right. The contrary turns
out to be the case. The real result of the elec-
tion is a Conservative victory. Unionist candi-
dates to the number of 380 have been returned,
thus giving a majority over all parties in the
total of 707 seats. It may be that Mr. Lloyd
George has over-reached, and will be hopelessly
embarrassed by his large majority. There is
nothing to prevent the Conservatives proceeding
in terms of their own party principles. If they
do so, Mr. Lloyd George will be in the position
of having to repudiate his whole career if he at-
tempts to hold the leadership. It may prove to
have been a mistake for him to destroy the party
that has provided the medium of his chief activi-
ties. The Conservatives feeling their power will
not only rescind the Liberal legislation under the
Parliament Act that was suspended by the war,
but they will move inevitably to precipitate the
protection issue. Perhaps the sooner this is done
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the better. All British policies, domestic and in-
ternational, hinge on the matter of free trade.
When it becomes the issue, the political atmos-
phere will be cleared, and then we will know to
what goal of good or ill the British Empire is
moving.

That Mr. Asquith was defeated in the constitu-
ency that he has represented for more than thirty
years, will not be considered important by those
who know the accidents of British elections.
But it is important that his defeat was shared
by nearly all the Liberal leaders that have re-
fused to throw in their lot with the Coalition. In
the aggregate, these men represent an irreparable
loss to British progressive statesmanship.

President Wilson at the Guildhall

It is daily becoming more obvious that Mr.
Wilson’s visit to Europe had a dual purpose. It
was not merely to ascertain through conferences
the opinion and outlook of Allied statesmen in
the endeavor to arrive at concerted judgment ; it
was also to commit these statesmen before their
own people by a series of significant public utter-
ances. From the historic Guildhall authoritative
opinion traditionally flows to the British public.
All the leadership of England is assembled on
these occasions. It is therefore impossible to over-
estimate the importance of Mr. Wilson’s speech
of the 28th. There is reported a declaration of
intention on the part of the British Government
in conformity with the main lines which Mr.
Wilson is attempting to establish for the Peace
Conference, in the seemingly harmless words:
“It has been delightful in my conferences with
the leaders of your government to find how our
minds move along exactly the same lines, and
how our thought was always that the key to the
peace was the guaranty of the peace not the items
of it; that the items would be worthless unless
there stood back of them a permanent concert of
power for their maintenance. That is the most
reassuring thing that has ever happened in the
world.”

But the speech had another aspect. It dared
to interpret to the assembled leaders of Great
Britain the meaning of the welcome which the
common people had accorded to Mr. Wilson.
What might have been accepted as mere per-
sonal appreciation, was exhibited as the expres-
sion of the desire, now pulsing through the peo-
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ple of every democratic country, to arrive not
only at a just, but at a permanent peace.

It begins to be understood why Mr. Wilson
went to Europe. There is more to be done than
to settle questions of boundaries and national
rights. There is more to be done than to patch
up a mutilated Europe. A new constructive
piece of work must cut through the whole com-
plex of fears and interests and establish the rela-
tions of men on a new basis of understanding.

Mr. Wilson must have gone to Europe with
the Congress of Vienna acutely present to his
consciousness. There all the reactionaries of the
European states assembled to close the grave of
the French Revolution. A concert of nations
was the result of that Conference, too, but it was
a conference animated by the intention to destroy
the new conception that had seized the world, the
rights of men. The vital human movements are
at first formless and intangible. They beat like
the sea against the rocks and walls of institutions
and established 'interests. For a governmental
system to be sufficiently flexible to permit the
flow and ebb of any such movement is all but un-
thinkable. It is apprehended merely as a dan-
ger to be contained and combated by a unity
of all the forces that come out of the past.

Here is the real issue of the Peace Confer-
ence. It is significent but not unexpected that
the Allied statesmen can find no policy in deal-
ing with Russia. They see the revolutionary
movement flowing in the same general terms to
the submergence of Central Europe. This move-
ment has its repellant even hideous aspect. The
horror of mankind is aroused by the proletarian
destruction of what differentiates civilized man
from the savages. What is to be done with it?
It may be fought as was the French Revolution,
also characterized by hideous excesses. On the
other hand it can be robbed of all its strength
by a frank recognition of what it at bottom
means. That meaning is simply that henceforth
the working men of the world are not commodi-
ties to be bought and sold by the people who
own things. The key to the future, to all peace-
ful and permanent arrangement, is not a treaty
signed by statesmen to establish a concert of
power. It is the acceptance of industry as
subordinate and subservient to the needs of men.
The present factory system is a form of social
organization hardly removed from savagery. If
working men rise and destroy like savages it is
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in large measure the result of the system. If Mr.
Wilson interprets the real desire of common peo-
ple throughout the world, and embodies that
desire in a new system, the result will be simple
but infinitely far-reaching. The real task is to
humanize industry.

Immigration or Emigration

Much speculation has been indulged in as to
whether immigration from Europe will follow
the advent of peace or emigration set in from the
United States. One guess is as good as another.
During the earlier years of the war the impres-
sion widely prevailed that Europeans would be
so disgusted and so discouraged over conditions
in those countries that all who could would emi-
grate at the first opportunity in order to escape
from the war lords and the burden of autocracy.
But great changes have followed the war. Not
only has autocracy been overthrown, but there
is a possibility that landed privilege will be com-
pelled to open up new opportunities and better
conditions for labor. This appears to be in-
stinctively felt by some of our publicists who are
afraid that many of the later comers will go back
to their old homes.

Movements are already afoot in response to
this feeling, designed to prevent emigration.
Better conditions are sought for foreign-born
population. More attention is to be given to
Americanization. Better social conditions are
to follow. Children and grown people are asked
not to use opprobrious nicknames when speaking
to or of our foreign-born citizens. An effort is
being made to secure cheaper railroad fares in
order that they may move westward where
cheaper lands may be found. This last move is
suggestive. If prospective immigrants stay in
Europe, or emigrants leave this country, it will
undoubtedly be largely because of the cheaper
land there that is promised on the breaking-up
of the large landed estates. But can we not
do something in this line ourselves? At the very
time European countries are promising workers
cheaper land on which to live, our real estate
dealers are assuring prospective buyers that
lands are going to advance in price; and no one
doubts their assurance. The question is, there-
fore, as to how we can overcome our handicap.
If land is cheaper in Europe than in this country,
we must expect immigration to be changed into
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emigration. For the same inducement, cheap
land, that has led people to this country for a
hundred and fifty years, will turn them in the op-
posite direction if the opportunities are reversed.
We shall not have, indeed, even the advantages
of freedom and social opportunity to offer them,
for the spread of democracy through Europe
bids fair to equal if not to surpass our own. A
self-satisfied conservative may shrug his shoul-
ders and say, “let the foreign-born return to
their own countries.” But is there any reason
why the native-born should maintain institutions
less desirable than those of other countries?

Two Wars—Military and Trade

If German trade must be destroyed in order
to make room for other countries, then it is only
a question of time when for the same reason
another country will have to be destroyed. It
has been urged that America should take over
German trade while that country is helpless. If
that should be accomplished by extending our
trade to include what Germany held before the
war, it would presumably leave France and Eng-
land, and the other European countries, as be-
fore. But the development of this country has
barely begun. Within a comparatively brief
time the United States will double its trade.
And the momentum thus gained will carry it on
indefinitely, until America will become the same
menace to Europe that Germany now is, and
the same result will follow. Just to the extent
that German trade has led to this war—and it
has played no mean part—American trade that
takes its place will lead to another war.

If wars are ever to be stopped, the people,
and particularly the statesmen, must adopt a
new system of economics. They must abandon
the idea that the prosperity of one nation means
the loss of another. The notion that cheaper or
better goods coming into a country is harmful
to that country, is a denial of all progress. It
was the same idea that caused the weavers to
destroy the first power-looms, that led men to
break up Whitney’s cotton-gin, that caused
printers to oppose the introduction of typesetting
machines, that made people oppose the introduc-
tion of every labor saving device. Yet in spite
of the use of all these labor saving machines,
there are more weavers today, more planters,
more printers, more laborers of every kind.
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When it is realized that every product is raw
material for the makers of other products, it
will be seen that to cheapen any goods tends to
cheapen all other goods, that to cheapen goods
means to increase consumption, and that in-
creased consumption necessarily leads to greater
production.

German goods cannot enter this or any other
market in quantity unless they are cheaper or
better than other goods offered; that is, unless
they are more desirable than other goods that
may be had. If the goods are better or cheaper,
those who use them will be advantaged just as
they would be were a new process of production
invented. Many persons make the mistake of
supposing that we are considering trade with
Germany with a view to determining whether or
not it will harm or aid her. That is entirely
beside the point. It is really a question of
whether or not it will advantage us. If Ger-
many does not offer us goods cheaper than we
can get them elsewhere, we will not take them,
and there is the end of the whole matter. If
she does offer us goods better or cheaper than
we can get elsewhere, we will be harmed by
not taking them, just as we would be harmed
by not permitting the use of the power-loom
or any other labor-saving device.

The world can be saved from future wars only
by the adoption of a new political economy that
recognizes trade as of the same advantage to
him that receives as to him that gives. It is not
merely a question of the freedom of the seas.
Freedom of the seas may prevent the war from
spreading after it starts, but it will not prevent
it from starting; for we already have freedom
of the seas in time of peace. The only thing
that will maintain peace is the consciousness on
the part of all peoples that they are subject to
the same natural law as children of mother na-
ture. Whatever harms or benefits tends to harm
or benefit all; no one can obtain a permanent
gain at the expense of another. When this idea
has taken possession of people’s minds to the
extent that it has among Americans regarding
the relations of their States, international rela-
tions will assume a new aspect. For just as the
citizens in an American State rejoice in the
prosperity of the people of any other State in
the Union, so they will, and for the same reason
rejoice in the prosperity of the people of other
nations,
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Business Resumption

Unless our captains of industry have gone en-
tirely astray, this country is about to enter upon
a remarkable period in its history. Judge E. H.
Gary, for instance, says: ‘ The next five years
in this country will be the most progressive,
prosperous and successful of our history. The
results will astonish even the most optimistic of
today.” Frank A. Vanderlip says there is going
to be a demand for all the goods there are and
for practically everything else that factory or
shop can turn out. The National City Bank
Review adds: “ It is not possible to doubt that
a great period of prosperity awaits the country
as soon as the readjustments to a peace basis are
made. And in our opinion the required read-
justments are not such as to occasion alarm.
The situation is inherently strong.” The Decem-
ber Bulletin of the Federal Reserve Board main-
tains a similarly confident tone.

A shrewd Wall Street critic who views busi-
ness from a fundamental standpoint, qualifies
these optimistic predictions by contending that if
they are true, the expected prosperity will neces-
sitate a reduction in present prices; and he sug-
gests the advantage of quick and complete reduc-
tions, rather than a slow scaling down. New
York, he says, is filled with prospective buyers
who are withholding their orders until prices
reach the required level, and the quicker this
point is attained, the sooner will the orders be
placed. This point appears to be well taken. A
decline in the necessaries that affect the cost of
living is inevitable. The return of ships to com-
mercial routes means the release of foodstuffs
and raw materials from Australia, South Amer-
ica, and the various countries lying out of reach
during the period of war. The reversion of
munition factories and workers to the arts of
peace will rapidly restock the markets.

But there is a fly in the ointment. The de-
cline in the price of goods that marks the revival
of industry, will be accompanied by an advance
in the price of land. That is, the manufacturer
who is to keep his wheels going by fifty-dollar
steel, twenty-cent copper, and dollar-and-a-half
coal, will be confronted by greater prices for
land. The builder who awaits cheaper lumber,
brick, cement, and hardware, will be met with
higher-priced lots. And reviving industry will
be confronted by this strange economic paradox:
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Raw materials supplied by labor growing cheaper,
and raw materials supplied by nature growing
dearer.

Mr. J. Clarence Davies, a well-posted New
York real estate dealer, predicts great industrial
expansion, building of homes, and development
of real estate, because such things have always
followed a big war; and he cites facts and his-
tory to prove his point. Land on Broadway,
from 42nd to 72nd Street, he says, increased
from three hundred to four hundred per cent
between 1866 and 1878. There was a slump be-
tween ’73 and '84, when lots might have been
purchased for two thousand to ten thousand
dollars each. But these lots are worth today
$25,000 to $250,000, according to location. He
instances many other examples of enormous in-
creases in the value of lots.

Here is a condition that should give statesmen
pause, if they really appreciate the problem that
lies before them. Business revival means the
production of more goods, and this is contingent
upon a decline in prices. But this same business
revival is accompanied by an advance in the
price of land; that is to say, the more business
the cheaper prices, and the dearer land. Is not
the conclusion inevitable? Mr. Davies is right
in saying that an industrial expansion and a
building of homes will be accompanied by an in-
crease in the value of land. As the prices of
goods continue to decline and the prices of land
go on mounting, it is inevitable that there will
soon come a time when the makers of goods
can no longer pay the advancing prices of land.
Production will then decline. Hard times will
follow. Business will stagnate, and the price of
land will fall until it comes within the reach of
production. There is only one remedy for this
condition, and that is to stop the advance in the
price of land by taxing its value into the public
treasury. Real estate interests, however, do not
intend to permit this. They are, on the contrary,
entering upon a campaign to shift some of the
taxes that now fall upon land values to labor
values. What will the producers, labor and
capital, say to this demand of the landowner?

Labor and real capital are interested in con-
structing buildings, and in producing goods, not
in increasing the toll that goes to unproductive
landowners, and the wise statesman will remove
the burden of taxation from labor and capital,
who are producing the wealth of the world, and
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place it upon the landowners, whose incomes are
got by giving labor and capital permission to use
the natural elements. Since prices of goods do
not advance—except during temporary scarcity—
capital and labor can increase their incomes only
by producing more goods; but landowners see
their incomes increase through no effort on their
part, but entirely from the growth of the com-
munity.

The Right of Revolution

One of the persistent objections urged against
the League of Nations is that it would tend to
fix present forms of government and render dif-
ficult future changes in the several countries.
Any institution designed to abolish war, these
critics say, would render impossible popular up-
risings in the name of liberty. It would, in
short, suspend the right of revolution.

It may be questioned if this point is well taken.
A League of Nations, such as has been most
widely discussed, would concern itself with inter-
national rather than national interests. And as
its very basis would be democracy, expressed by
some system of representation in which the gov-
ernment is responsible to the people of the sev-
eral countries constituting the League, it would
necessarily represent the majority or dominant
part of the people of each country. If the peo-
ple within any country voted to change its form
of government, that fact would have no concern
to the League, so long as it observed interna-
tional formalities of neighboring countries or
the League. As the League would not recognize
autocratic governments or admit them to fellow-
ship, there would be no inducement for ambitious
militarists to set up such governments.

The right of revolution not only would not be
abolished or denied, but it would be made legal
and legitimate. The ballot would replace the
gun as a means of making new constitutions, and
it would recognize the rights of majorities as well
as the rights of minorities. In revolutions by
force it is sometimes possible for a small minor-
ity, striking at an opportune moment, to overturn
a'government by majority; and having posses-
sion of the military forces, it may be possible to
maintain itself for some time. But unless it can
ultimately win over a majority, it must yield.
And if it can win over a majority, there is no
need under representative government, of appeal-
ing to force.
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Two striking examples offer themselves in the
case of Ireland and Canada. A League of Na-
tions could not affect Ireland adversely because
it is already helpless. It can neither win by votes
or by guns. Its only hope lies in the conscience
of Great Britain. Canada, on the other hand,
could not be controlled by force of arms, and if
it voted independence, Great Britain would be
powerless to interfere. In the case of the un-
settled governments of the Central and South
American countries, the insistence of the League
of Nations, that a government to be admitted to
fellowship must be representative of the people,
would tend to stabilize, not a particular adven-
turer who may seize power, but the principle of
popular government itself. A League of Na-
tions indeed is not designed to fix present forms
or any new forms of government, but to up-
hold principles.

It would be no denial of the right of revolu-
tion and would work no injustice to a minority
to require it to wait until it represented the ma-
jority of the people before assuming the respon-
sibilities of government. The very fact that
minorities have at times been able to impose their
will upon majorities by force has discredited
the virtues embraced in their program and has
set back the movement unnecessarily. If the
same minority were required to wait until it had
converted to its belief enough of the opposition
to make a majority, it would by that very process
educate the public to a degree that would prepare
it for the change, and so make success more
probable. The question of whether a given law
or practice should prevail rests not upon the
amount of force behind it, but the amount
of justice within it. No system of force can
long maintain unjust institutions, nor can the
public conscience forever resist the appeal of
justice.

So far, therefore, is the League of Nations
from being a preventative of revolutions, it
would be an encouragement. It would encourage
all governments to be representative and demo-
cratic. And just as fast as new ideas won the
support of a majority of the people of any coun-
try, to that extent would the revolution be accom-
plished. It would be far better and easier to
drive kings out of office by means of ballots than
with bullets, and the same logic applies to the
various proposals for the regeneration of the
political, social and economic life of nations.
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The War Risk Insurance Act
During Demobilization

The period of demobilization is a critical time
with the war risk insurance act and with the gov-
ernment insurance company which it created.
The transformation from war to a peace foot-
ing will involve very important work in connec-
tion with the two great continuing branches of
the act, compensation and insurance, and will
also necessitate the winding up of the temporary
article, that on allotments and allowances.

The most striking part of the whole act, and

- that which after the war will be the most im-
portant, is the insurance provision. The so-
called war risk insurance will cease to be war
risk insurance and will become disability and
family protection in the government insurance
company, open to those who have held policies
during the war, and to all soldiers who may
subsequently join the army. This insurance is
wholly voluntary, so it must meet the competi-
tion of the companies with their large agency
staffs trained in getting business. If this effort
at government insurance is to be successful, the
bulk of the four million lives now covered must
be kept on the books. If only the uninsurable
and the.invalids who realize without any urging
that they need the protection to keep their
policies, the result to the government is easy to
foresee. However clearly it may be to the in-
terest of the men themselves to continue this
cheap protection, government guaranteed, an ef-
fort will be necessary to persuade them to con-
tinue paying premiums. All the means used to
induce them to take insurance, posters, personal
advice and addresses, should now be put into
that more difficult task of inducing them to
continue the policies that have already been
written.

The most important step in this great task
must be taken, and should be taken soon by the
War Risk Insurance Bureau. The act provides
that the present annual-term insurance shall be
changed after the war into various other forms,
as established by the director. These policies,
showing the premiums under the various forms,
the character of the benefits and other advan-
tages, should be ready as soon as possible so that
the persons who are to inform the soldiers as to
their rights, and to urge them to continue at
least part of the insurance which they now hold,
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will be able to give the exact information that
aided so materially in persuading the men to take
out the original policies. The first question a
man will ask will be the cost of the new insur-
ance; the next, his various rights under it, the
method in which payments can be made, and
the benefits. Benefits under the law can only be
paid in monthly installments, either to the in-
sured, if disabled, or to his family, after his
death. Without questioning the value of this
form of protection on principle, it is fair to point
out that it is one of the least popular, and an
insurance company writing only this one form of
policy will be at a disadvantage in competition
with others which can suit their contract to the
real or fancied needs of customers. The saving
in cost must be considerable to overcome this
handicap.

The golden moment to impress upon the sol-
dier the value of government insurance and the
importance of continuing his policies is the period
of demobilization, when the men are together,
when the esprit de corps which induced com-
panies and regiments to insure can still be in-
voked to induce them as a group to continue, and
when it is possible to meet hundreds and thou-
sands of soldiers in one place for conversation
and discussion.

JosepH P. CHAMBERLAIN.

Rent and Price

One of the most difficult things in economics
for the wayfaring man to understand is that rent
of land is not a factor in the price of goods.
Seldom have we had so good an illustration, as
the fact that Woolworth is running a five-and-
ten cent store on Fifth Avenue opposite the Pub-
lic Library, on one of the highest priced sites in
the country. Will anyone contend that, in this
case, rent enters into price?

The fact is that the market cost of anything
that is made or that can be reproduced, is fixed
by its cost of production at the least advantage-
ous site, where it can be produced and yet be
sold at a price which the market will pay. Own-
ers of market gardens near New York can put
vegetables in the market cheaper than farmers
at a distance, but they cannot supply the whole
demand. As price like water seeks a common
level, the price of vegetables is determined by
the cost of bringing in the far-away but neces-
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sary supply. The consumer pays the market
price, the farmer and the market gardener get
substantially the same money; what the farmer
loses in freight charges and commission, the
market gardener pays in rent and higher taxes.
But if the latter had no rent or taxes to pay,
he wotld not sell cheaper, because he is not
compelled to. Therefore, while it is true that the
market gardener’s rent is paid out of the consum-
er's money, the consumer would not get his
vegetables any cheaper if the gardener had no
rent to pay. The gardener would simply have
more money to put in his pocket.

Suppose a case of a benevolent millionaire
presenting a man with a store on a busy street
and charging him nothing for it, would the
lessee, if a normal merchant, sell his goods less
than his competitors? If he did, would he not
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be simply presenting his customers with some of
the rent which his patron was bestowing on him?

The White Light District of New York is
sometimes pointed to as proof that rent does
enter into price, because of the high prices ex-
acted for birds and fishes and wine. But people
do not buy these articles in that section for food.
The motive is honorific. They are buying the
blare and the glare and the flare and the con-
sciousness that they are sitting on the pinnacle
of human achievement, are experiencing what
makes great wealth worth while to 95 per cent
of their fellow-citizenry. Is not such a sensation
worth whatever it costs, without chilling it by
subjecting it to economic analysis?

No, rent doesn’t enter into price, but price
does enter into rent.

Joun J. MurpPHY.

The Nonpartisan League and Its Independent

Press
By Ray McKaig

Nonpartisan Leaguers have a way of stealing
victory from defeat. Associated Press dis-
patches the day after the November election gave
wide spread the news of the rout of the Non-
partisan League in five different States, and
hinted that the mother State, North Dakota,
had repudiated her offspring. Many a politician
rejoicingly prophesied the departure of the
League like the Arab of old.

A close analysis of the vote in the five League
campaign States shows the farmers developed
some remarkable strength. In Minnesota, where
the State was only partially organized, the
League made an open affiliation with an eleventh-
hour Labor party and elected a State officer
and two Congressmen, with fifty-one State Sena-
tors and Representatives. Idaho Leaguers,
after a bitter campaign, sent back to Congress
the two progressive Senators, Borah and Nugent.
Two State officers and nineteen legislators also
were successful. Montana farmers invaded the
Supreme Court, and like North Dakota placed
on that bench real lawyers, tried and true to
humanity. These farmers believe that while they
would like to have Gott on their side, they must
have the Supreme Court. Legislators were
elected in this State and also in South Dakota,

Colorado and Nebraska, who, while they con-
stitute minority parties, will be identified as pro-
gressives.

But North Dakota, what about that State?
Alas, for the P. O. G.—poor old gang; for them
life is not worth living in that State. After a
real campaign, when the opposition had no lack
of money and the red herring of disloyalty was
dragged across the trail, Gov. Frazier and his co-
laborers were returned to the State Capitol by
an overwhelming vote. A two-thirds majority
in both House and Senate are League men. And
the most progressive, sane and workable Consti-
tution in America is also safely adopted. Evi-
dently the mother State of the League is satisfied
with the farmer-laborer government. With no
reactionary Senate to hold back and with no
antediluvian constitution drawn up by the
“ fathers "—railroad attorneys and land specula-
tors—North Dakota will soon give birth to some
of the greatest constructive legislation that the
country has ever witnessed. The day of the
Dakota despoiler and food gambler is about
ended.

North Dakota’s victory and the near victories
in other States have some striking lessons. Po-
litical success comes by honest publicity. If the
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enemies of political progress have control of the
press how can the neutral voter get the real facts
about the League, such as success of government
ownership of public utilities, beneficent laws and
honest official records? In the first League cam-
paign the North Dakota farmers won in spite
of nine-tenths of the press, which was lined up
solidly against the League. Those League
farmers thus quickly learned the need of a free
press. So today over fifty weeklies and the two
biggest dailies are either owned or controlled by
these farmers. Real publicity of a right cause
won. If a cause is worth fighting for, it is also
worth digging for. And dig these Leaguers did,
buying stock in honest publicity organs. In other
words the farmers learned by victory that it
“ pays to advertise.”

The Nonpartisans have proved that the people
must own their own press. If typhoid fever
breaks loose in a community, the cause must be
removed and pure water substituted. Farmers
have strenuously clamored for stringent quaran-
tine laws preventing the spread of disease among
their stock. Filthy water holes and stinking
cesspools will not protect health. Pure water is
essential. Thus the Leaguer reasons that for
the health of man and beast, if it is necessary
to have pure wells of water, why not protect the
mind by having pure wells of knowledge. It
costs money, sure. But it is worth buying.
Wells of truth must be established to take the
place -of the daily cesspools of fake news.

For example, last summer over one thousand
farmers in the eastern part of the State bought
stock in and established the Grand Forks Daily
American, a most modern news plant. In other
States the farmers are calling aloud for the un-
chaining of the press. The news columns must
be free to tell the truth; the blatherskite editor
must be supplanted by editorial writers that
yield only to the truth. If the Nonpartisan
League accomplishes nothing more in its exist-
ence than a chain of independent newspapers
over the Northwest, great should be its reward.

The League farmers in other States are now
buying stock in these newspaper plants. Mon-
tana farmers and miners have reached out suc-
cessfully in this new field with a daily and many
weeklies to their credit. Labor in Washington
State has a big daily that is fighting the battle
of the Leaguers and the Grangers. Minnesota
workers are going surely ahead in this free press
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fight. Idaho farmers already own and control
a score of weeklies, and are now establishing a
large daily. That victorious defeat in Idaho has
taught the farmers the need of an unmuzzled
press. League farmers are a unit demanding
that each county have its independent weekly,
and each section of the State have its fearless
daily. The triumph of a freed press will in the
end almost justify any political sacrifice. For a
free press means a final victory for the prole-
tariat.

Therefore, upon the free and unmuzzled press
is the Nonpartisan League building for the cam-
paign of 1920. Organizers are again in the thir-
teen original League States, once colonies of the
“kept press.” In their little Fords they are
reorganizing the League army for a real fight
in the coming Presidential campaign. The issue
promises to be Government ownership of public
utilities, a subject on which a Leaguer is well
grounded. Money is pouring into the League
organization for the real battle and victory. But
money and speakers and organizers and Fords
are of no avail if the press is poisoning the
public. Hence I predict that within the next two
years the papers owned and controlled by the
League members will treble in number.

Three years ago the farmers of North Dakota
were told to vacate the legislative gallery at the
State Capitol and “ go home and slop the pigs.”
Today, under the leadership of A. C. Townley,
one of the hardest hitting and most uncompro-
mising farmer generals, the farmers of the
Northwest have an organization nearly three
hundred thousand strong. With its speakers and
organizers it is establishing a chain of indepen-
dent newspapers, growing stronger and longer
every month. Three years ago I was present
in Bismarck the night we farmers were told to
keep out of politics. Today the farmers have
helped elect two United States Senators, five
Congressmen, a complete government in one
State, secured partial control in several other
States, and obtained over one hundred legis-
lators in States outside of North Dakota.

“What will the morrow bring forth?” Will
the Bolsheviki control and disrupt? or will or-
derly reform of economic conditions take place,
as Nonpartisans desire? Will the League State
of North Dakota establish a near-Utopia to give
other commonwealths a similar ambition? The
League members have complete control—the
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other States will patiently wait. One thing is
certain, the rumbling storms mean that the ex-
ploitation of farmers and laborers must cease in
at least one State in the Union. Lincoln’s ideal,
a government of, by and for the people, will at
last be tried out. Democracy must win. As the

Land Reform
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weary traveller, when lost at night, must guide
his way by the North star, so weary workers
for democracy in neighboring States hope to
guide their way for the coming two years by the
North star of the farmers’ movement—North
Dakota.

in California

By J. H. Ryckman

The tabulation of the election returns in Cali-
fornia has just been completed. The vote cast
for the proposed Singletax amendment is
118,088 ; against, 360,334; total, 478,422. The
percentage for Singletax this year is about
24.6%. Two years ago there were 836,865 votes
cast on the proposed Singletax amendment,
260,332 of which were for the measure and
576,533 against, the percentage for it being a
little in excess of 31%. The great register
showed about 1,200,000 persons registered this
year.

A number of things contributed to account for
the small vote cast. Among these were the war,
the influenza, no candidate for Governor on the
Democratic ticket (on account of the decision
of the Supreme Court that no one had qualified
at the primary), the ban on public meetings in
all the populous centers for more than a month
prior to the election, unlimited funds at the com-
mand of the Anti-Singletax League, and very
limited funds 2t the disposal of the Singletaxers.

Other contributing factors accounting for the
small vote for the measure were the changed
attitude of organized labor after the meeting of
the State Federation of Labor at San Diego in
October ; and of the Scripps papers as the cam-
paign progressed.

Before the campaign came on the Scripps
dailies at Sacramento, San Francisco, Los An-
geles and San Diego were editorially very
friendly to Singletax and repeatedly gave ex-
pression to opinions very favorable to the Single-
tax in general terms, but after the campaign
opened and big display advertisements against
Singletax began to appear, these papers shifted
their ground, and for some time before the elec-
tion their editorials on the Singletax measure
were in harmony with their advertisements.

So, too, the State Federation of Labor and
the Labor press grew hostile to the measure, and

in many instances labor papers opposed it. The
State Federation of Labor at San Diego adopted
a land policy of its own, advocating a heavy
super-tax on all idle lands; and the indications
were from the editorial columns of the labor
papers that the word had gone down the line that
No. 19 (our number on the ballot) must be
opposed.

The methods used to defeat the measure by
the Anti-Singletax League were most unscru-
pulous. In the smaller towns and cities it was
impossible for the Singletaxers to get space even
in empty buildings to display their posters, and
there were numerous instances of arrests of per-
sons distributing Singletax leaflets. In several
instances where such distributors deposited the
leaflets in the mail boxes the matter was taken
up with the post office and notices served upon
the distributors that such leaflets must not be
left in the rural delivery boxes. In many locali-
ties tax collectors in sending out bills enclosed
anti-singletax leaflets and warnings to the re-
cipients against No. 19. Big merchants in the
cities, banks, gas and electric light companies
and trolley lines likewise notified their patrons
not to vote for No. 19, waming them that the
measure would ruin business, close the public
schools, put the tax burden on farms and small
home owners and destroy the loan values of
all real estate.

The Anti-Singletax League spent thousands
of dollars on billboard advertisements in opposi-
tion to Singletax. One poster, four feet by
eight feet in size, was posted on billboards from
Oregon to Mexico. After commanding the voter
to “ Vote No on Amendment No. 19,” this poster
shouted :

“ This Singletax measure would destroy loan
values of all real estate, remove all taxation from
big corporations, put the tax burden on farmers
and home owners, ruin business, close free public
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schools. The Singletax is an outgrowth of Ger-
man Socialism.”

The Hearst papers gave much space in their
editorial columns to Secretary Lane’s plans to
reclaim lands for soldiers and sailors, and by
these means diverted the attention of their read-
ers from the Singletax measure, in addition to
their editorial attacks upon the measure along
the lines indicated by the propaganda of the
Anti-Singletax League.

A few, and only a few, formerly within the
ranks of the Singletaxers openly opposed No. 19.
Their objections chiefly were that the measure
would exempt railroad monopolies from taxa-
tion and that the taxing authorities would be un-
able, if No. 19 were adopted, to collect any reve-
nues for the last half of the present fiscal year.
These objections were very ably answered in the
Great Adventure by the Hon. James G. Maguire.

The objectors also gave out the misinforma-
tion to the public in their interviews that under
No. 19 municipal railroads, water, gas and light
works could not collect for their services. Of
course, this is nonsense, and was given out to
deceive, for the reason that the courts univer-
sally hold that the collection of such charges
involves no taxing power whatever, and such
charges are not in the nature of taxes in any
sense.

Upton Sinclair, in his magazine and otherwise,
heartily supported the measure. Being unable
to get his arguments for Singletax into the pub-
lic press, he ran a number of display advertise-
ments in the Los Angeles Times and Record
and Pasadena News Star, setting forth trench-
ant arguments for Singletax. Mr. Sinclair now
says, however, in the January number of his
magazine that he will no longer support Single-
tax, but will hereafter stand for complete ex-
emption of working men’s homes from all taxa-
tion whatsoever. He says his arguments for
Singletax were countered on every hand by the
specious pleas widely published by the land mo-
nopolists and bankers to the effect that No. 19
would cause the tax burden to fall chiefly on
small home owners, and he despairs of convinec-
ing small home owners that such would not be
its effect.

The prospects are that the Singletaxers of the
State will get together in a conference soon to
determine upon a measure to go upon the ballot
in 1920. My opinion is that a large number, per-
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haps a majority, will favor the Singletax plat-
form written by Henry George in New York
in 1890, readopted by the National Singletax
Convention at Chicago in 1893 and again in 1912,
That platform distinctly adopts the exemption
approach to Singletax, that is to say, the ex-
emption of all personal property from taxation,
say, after January 1st, 1921, and the exemption
of all improvements on land after January 1st,
1923. These Singletaxers believe with Henry
George that taxation removed from personalty
and improvements must necessarily fall upon
the land, and then they have the Singletax. One
step only then remains to have the Singletax
fully, and that is the ownership of all public
utilities by the people, and the exemption neces-
sarily, therefore, of all such property from taxa-
tion, thus letting fall upon the landlord the whole
burden of taxation, which cannot be shifted by
him to the tenant under any circumstances.

RELATED THINGS

The End of the Deluge

Scene—The Ark. Noah looking out of the
window. Shem, Ham and Japhet seated with
their backs to the window.

NoaH—I can’t see the dove anywhere.

SHEM (peevishly)—I said you'd never see
that dove again. And we’ve lost a perfectly good
raven. It’s foolish to leave the window open in
a time like this.

NoaH—Rejoice, my son, that the dove does
not return. It is a sign that the waters of the
flood are abating.

SuEM—Last week, when the dove came back,
you said that was a good sign.

NoaH (gently)—But, my son, you remember
it brought us an olive leaf.

SeEM—It was water-soaked. What’s an olive
leaf in a great flood like this?

Noar—Cheer up, my son. For forty days
and forty nights the windows of heaven were
opened, but after that when I looked out I saw
signs that made me sure that the waters were
abating. Let us accept the good omens. Soon
we shall go out again into the pleasant fields.

HaM—That’s the trouble with you, father.
You are always seeing things. I remember hear-
ing people call you visionary. I didn’t know
what they meant then, but I know now. You
see things before they happen.
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Noar—That’s a good way to see them, my
son. It gives one time to prepare for them.
When I saw that there was going to be a flood
I got ready for it. And now that the flood is
coming to an end I'm getting ready for that.
Come to the window and I'll show you some-
thing that will gladden your eyes.

JaraET—I suppose, father, you expect us to
see dry land.

Noar—I think it is time for you to look for
it.

JapEET—But it would interfere with our work
of carrying on the Ark. After we've built an
ark like this and filled it with animals you don’t
think that we’re going to give it up just because
it has stopped raining. We're going to see this
thing through.

HaM—Yes, and we have just been talking of
having our children taught so that they can build
a bigger and better Ark. And if they are to
build a bigger Ark they must have faith to believe
that there will be a bigger flood to float it. You
can’t neglect the spiritual.

Noar—But, my son, you must not think that
floods go on forever. I lived six hundred years
before anything like this happened.

JaPrHET — How monotonous the old times
were! But let’s not talk about the past or the
future, but about the present. We are not ante-
diluvians or post-diluvians but diluvians. It’s a
waste of time to talk about anything but the
flood. Let us treat it as something permanent.

SaEM—Yes, we must be practical and not de-
lude ourselves with doves and ravens and olive
leaves and rainbows. We have been shut up in
this Ark a long time, and it will be a longer time
before we are out of it. We must prepare our
minds for that.

The Ark gives a sudden lurch, there is a grind-
ing sound, and then all is quiet. Shem, Ham and
Japhet are rolled about and then recover them-
selves.

SaeM—That was the biggest wave yet! I be-
lieve the flood is just beginning. This seems to
me like the real thing. As I was saying, father,
we must not let hopefulness deceive us. We
must all of us face the hard facts.

Noar— (looking out of the window)—That’s
what I am doing. The hard fact is Mount
Aarat—and we’re on it.

Dr. SAMUEL McCHORD CROTHERS,
Christian Register.
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CORRESPONDENCE
Hot Shot

To the Editor of THE PusLIC:

When my subscription was taken, I was assured that
the PusLIC was a liberal paper, a journal of democracy
and the leading advocate of the Singletax. After a
year’s acquaintance with your paper, I doubt these
claims.

During the war, there was practically nothing on
the subject of Singletax. Though a Socialist, I worked
for the Great Adventure in California. We received
no help and no notice from our “leading advocate.”
Tae PusLic has maintained a very dubious attitude on
Singletax and its silent treatment of the subject would
seem to indicate the abandonment of the propaganda.

You made a halfhearted stand against our Thought
Controller but that was due, no doubt, to the fact that
he had interfered with your mailing privileges.

Your attitude toward the Proletarian Revolution in
Russia, and what turns out to be of the world, is un-
worthy of a Journal of Democracy. In fact, in only
one or two instances like the I. W. W. trial, has THE
PusLic shown any fairness, let alone solicitude, for the
downtrodden and oppressed.

Liberals and Radicals are looking to see whether THE
PusLic has degenerated into the conventional capitalist
organ with its slogan of “let well enough alone,” or
whether it is a real Journal of Democracy.

It is “up to you to prove up.”

MicaaeL RupoLpH.

Los Angeles, Cal.

Conservative Opposition

To the Editor of TuE PusLIC:

The honor of the highest campaign expenditure in
the recent Massachusetts election falls to the * Associa-
tion for Representative Government,” which expended
$88,416 in efforts to defeat the Initiative and Refer-
endum. A goodly number of our solid bankers and
manufacturers each chipped in $1,000 toward the pot.
In fact, collections were so good that, contrary to the
usual record of a campaign deficit, the association
finished the election with a surplus of $5,000.

The heaviest payment by the association was made to
Judge Henry T. Lummus of Lynn, who received $1,200
for collecting and compiling material for the asso-
ciation’s pamphlet entitled “ The Case of Representa-
tive Government,” and for editing the same. This
pamphlet, paid for by Wm. M. Wood of the American
Woolen Co., by Wm. Murray Crane, and by such
Boston bankers and merchants as F. G. Webster, Galen
L. Stone, H. Hornblower and L. K. Liggett, and other
typical representatives of Big Biz, told the voter how
the I. and R. would be the agency of special privilege
and the special interests. The special interests, be gob!

If common report be true, the compiler of the report
is the same Judge Lummus of Lynn, who fined a man
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$15 for the alleged remark that “ King George is a
four-flusher.” But what I wish to know is, why does
it happen that when it comes to an issue such as the
I. and R. such fervent and feverish patriots as Judge
Lummus are always found sweating on the side of
reaction?
WALTER C. HUNTER.
Roslindale, Mass.

Labor and the Peace Conference

To the Editor of THE PuBLIC:

Your article, “Labor and the Peace Conference,”
brings out very clearly where the fault lies, that labor
is not represented at the Peace Conference. The Peace
Conference is a congress of the representatives of the
Allied governments, and only those who have attained
positions of importance in those governments have any
right to expect to participate. The American labor
organization has persistently refused to take part in the
political life of the country, and if it is now treated as
an outsider it has only its own policy to blame. It
is to be hoped that this event, and others connected
with the war, will teach our labor leaders that govern-
mental policy is just as important to them as it is to
any other class in the community, and just as important
as any direct question between employer and employe,
so that in future we may expect the working people
and their special interests to be represented in the
government in proportion to their numbers. Then it
will not be necessary for them to plead for recognition.

ARCHIBALD CRAIG.
Jersey City, N. J.

Books
Karl Liebknecht

The Future Belongs to the People. By Karl Liebknecht.
Edited by S. Zimand. Published by The Macmillan Company,
New York. Price, $1.25.

It would be gratifying to be able to say that Mr.
Zimand's collection of Liebknecht's war-time utter-
ances sheds light upon the immediate turmoil.
Necessarily this volume cannot serve that essentially
journalistic purpose. But it can render a service no
less important in confirming out of the lips of an honest
and uncorrupted German the belief of the liberal world
in the potency of the revolution.

The glimpses into Germany offered by these tantal-
izing snatches of rapidly moving pictures in the Reich-
stag, Prussian Assembly, courtroom and street scene
from 1914 to May 1, 1916, convey the sense of a great
leaven at work. Each picture seems pushed into the
foreground by a turbulent power that will not be
quieted, by an actor who is the principal—yet is not in
person upon the stage. This actor is not unidentified;
but he will be less clearly recognized by those who are
unfamiliar with the language of the radical pamphleteer.
The cold force of what the Socialists call “ economic
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necessity ” is here shown driving its way into the heart
of Germany. The force of proletarian unrest, of hun-
ger, of anguish, of nauseated disgust at imperial deceits
—revolution; it stalks through these pages covertly—
like a shadow. And looking out upon the 1916 May
Day throng to which Liebknecht is saying, “We will
have peace—now!” one sees the beginning of the end
haunting those anxious eyes fastened upon a great popu-
lar hero.

Dr. Weyl in his almost lyrically splendid introduction
to these addresses does well to stress the hero motif.
Liebknecht was of those elect who are publicly crucified
for the redemption of men. Counting everything as
nothing in the face of his duty to tell the truth and op-
pose the Prussian government, he went from defeat to
defeat. He was shouted down in the Reichstag; he was
expelled from the Social Democratic party; he was
drafted into the army; he was imprisoned. Yet he
was victorious as history will reckon victories. Forced
by popular pressure, the Government released Lieb-
knecht among the first when a political amnesty was
declared. And according to the supremely ironic press
account with which this volume closes he was, upon his
release, * frantically applauded. He was compelled to
enter a carriage filled with flowers, from which he
made a speech declaring that the time of the people
had arrived.”

There is unquestionably a grand, stirring fineness
about this career and its culmination. There is an
electric quality transmitted to these pages by it; there
is an effect the more moving in that it is so little cal-
culated. Mr. Zimand has, of course, helped by his
economical sclection of material. The work serves its
purpose well. It reveals a man; it reflects an era; it
supplies an atmosphere which can remove the bigotries
and hatreds which war propaganda has so readily built
up. The past stands; its triumphs stand. The Lieb-
knecht of today or of tomorrow is not accessible to our
view. But his acknowledged life aim is a reality. “ The
aim of my life is the overthrow of monarchy.”

OrbpwAy TEAD.

A Sound Basis for Peace

By Emily G. Balch.
Price, $1.50.

Approaches to the Great Settlement.
Published by B. W. Huebsch. New York, 1918.

All books dealing with controversial political aspects
of war policies that were published in 1918 before the
sudden and amazing events of November are now
somewhat antiquated. This comment does not apply,
however, to the subject matter of most of Professor
Balch’s book, but rather to the introduction written by
Norman Angell from the point of view of conditions
that have now passed. His plea was then as strong as
it is now for a League of Nations that shall be
“a clearly envisaged political reality ” and not merely a
vague possibility in the background.

The book itself is a scholarly, accurate presentation
of many points of view with singular freedom from
personal bias and shows painstaking examination of
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many little known documents of the history that has
just passed. Part of it is a valuable condensation
of President Wilson’s addresses and other historic docu-
ments accompanied with careful annotations and com-
parisons which add much to their significance. The
book is specially full in resolutions, platforms and offi-
cial statements of the more radical groups in the
belligerent countries; on both sides these documents
exhibit a spirit of tolerance and endeavor to get at
the opponent’s point of view not shown in other docu-
ments which the war has brought forth.

As a considerable number of statements were from
socialist organizations and, as our recent peculiar cen-
sorship was on the basis of the assumption that it was
dangerous for soldiers to know that such a thing as so-
cialism existed, the book was for a short time included
with those which were debarred from the soldiers’
libraries. However, Secretary Baker on his return from
France at once cancelled this ruling ard reinstated the
book.

Professor Balch’s unusual experience in her first hand
pre-war studies of the Slavic races and in her visits
during the war, two to Scandinavia, Russia and other
countries, gave her an admirable background of experi-
ence for this work.

In a world in which the people of three former great
governments have become profoundly affected by social-
ist theories, and in which socialist proraganda played so
large a part in disintegrating the enemy forces behind
the front, it behooves the student of affairs to con-
sider the pronouncements made during the last four
years of men who are now helping to shape a new order
of government. “ Approaches to the Great Settlement”
is not a readable book for the average person, but it is
rather a classified compendium and analysis of material
that has historic significance. It is a book of reference
for the student of a time in which the desires of such
organizations as the British Labor party, the Union
for Democratic Control, the Central Committee for Dur-
able Peace, the Nonpartisan League and majority and
minority socialists are profoundly affecting the thought
of men who are coming into power. The course of
events cannot be understood unless their theories and
aspirations are well understood.

In discussing programs for permanent peace Professor
Balch emphasizes the need of elasticity. She says: “To
desire durable peace is not to desire a permanent set-
tlement. What is immediately desirable is such an inter-
national arrangement as shall hereafter make readjust-
ments more easily attainable When Sweden and
Norway separated—though not without difficulty, yet
peacefully—a new era was foreshadowed as we must
hope. The only adequate system is one sufficiently
elastic to permit necessary changes and to make it pos-
sible for them to occur with a reasonable degree of
ease. Otherwise there must be stagnation tempered by
explosions.”

The full list of books and articles compiled by Pauline
K. Angell, which are appended, and the numerous repro-
duction of portraits and cartoons add materially to the
value of the book.

Lucia AMEs MEab.
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The Failure of Autocracy

Democracy and World Relations. By David Starr Jordan.
Published by the World Book Co., N. Y. Price, $1.20.

In “Democracy and World Relations” Dr. Jordan
outlines the nationalistic tendencies of the past, con-
vincingly pointing out the real errors and anachronisms
of the dynastic system. “ The philosophy of Kultur or
Supreme Discipline,” writes Dr. Jordan, “the ideal of
Aristocracy and Plutocracy alike, has found its most
notable advocate in the late Professor Treitschke of the
University of Berlin. It involves the care and regi-
mentation of the people as wards of the state, in
industrial as well as in military relations. It requires
a social system in which each man has a place, is
officially protected therein, and aspires to no other.
Each does his part, knowing nothing of the final pur-
pose to which he contributes. The system represents
the military ideal brought over into civil life.” (Page
48).

In striking contrast with the dynastic conception of
the state we find the practical individualism of democ-
racy, which builds its doctrine upon the theory that the
state exists for the benefit of the individual, not the
individual for the benefit of the state. However, Dr.
Jordan writes: “It must be constantly recognized that
democracy does not insure freedom or justice. It
merely enables the people to secure these if they are
determined to have them. It leaves them free to frame
their own statutes and control their own administra-
tion. It gives the people their chance; to utilize this
successfully demands a high degree of intelligence and
public spirit. Almost every type of tyranny—autocracy,
aristocracy, plutocracy, military control, mob rule—has
masqueraded under the name of democracy. The lid
off, there is no limit to possible abuses. It is therefore
democracy’s insistent duty to keep the lid on, to obey
the laws created by its own machinery.

“If any form of government could of itself guarantee
justice and freedom, it would defeat its own ends
through weakening of incentive. Government can never
take the place of initiative; in this fact lies the inherent
evil of benevolent paternalism.” (Page 91). It is only
through the working out of the principles of democracy
in their most rational form that the individual can gain
the strength he hopes for. Even in a dynastic state
opinions will vary; but no matter how strong the cur-
rent of opposition to :he existing order of things may
be there is no open method of expressing effectively
such opposition. “In a republican form of govern-
ment,” says Dr. Jordan, “The minority yields to the
majority its will but not its opinions. The legal ma-
jority represents, very often, an actual minority of
opinion, but in that case the true majority respects the
law, for it has the power to change it.

“All majorities must realize that the minority of
today may be the majority of tomorrow. The country
belongs to all. Every majority will itself divide as new
issues arise. Two great parties tend to form in every
free nation, the one holding fast to past achievements,
the other looking forward to new adjustments,—the
one speaking in the name of caution, the other in terms
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of action. No party can hope to be permanent.
One man even, standing alone, may be the rallying point
of future majorities.” (Page 93). What form the
future democracy of the world will take history alone
will show; but certain it is that democracy will lead
all nations glike from political slavery to a new freedom.
Men will then no longer need to fear the truth as they
feared it in the past. Their individualism will be re-
spected; they will no longer have to barter away their
souls to please the whims of haughty despots. But to
accomplish this great end the individual must endeavor
to understand the true meaning of democracy, for
otherwise he will never be able to free himself from
the dangerous prejudices of the past.

FELix FLUEGEL.

The Vice of Party Government

Safe and Unsafe Democracy. By Henry Ware Jones. Pub-
lished by Thomas Y. Crowell Company. New York, 1918.
Price, $2.00 net.

“Safe and Unsafe Deinocracy ” is a wholesale indict-
ment of our practice of government. It condemns the
so-called political parties which guide our destinies as
mere agencies for personal profit and ambition. The
author calls them throughout his book, “ partisan par-
ties.” So thoroughly does he distrust them that he has
no patience with the reform movements which arise
from time to time, because such movements retard the
destruction of parties, which should be the aim of every
patriotic and unselfish citizen.

He condemns especially the recognition accorded to
“ partisan parties ” in most of the States, by the regula-
tion of their activities. He points out very clearly what
many students of electoral reform have come to believe,
that the increase of State control has tended to reduce
competition and given the groups which have possession
of the party machinery a practical monopoly from which
they can hardly be dislodged. Another proof, if one
were needed, that monopoly must be fought by greater
freedom and not by increased restriction.

So severely logical is Mr. Jones that, while he favors
proportionate representation, meaning thereby the repre-
sentation of ideas in legislatures according to the num-
bers of those holding them, he scorns proportional rep-
resentation as being merely a device to strengthen the
kind of party government we have. Methods of natural-
ization receive severe denunciation, though it might be
argued that, if severe intellectual and moral tests are to
be applied to citizens seeking the right to vote, they
should also be applied to native-born citizens. Mr.
Jones favors compulsory voting for all persons eligible
to exercise the suffrage.

Admitting the truth of all Mr. Jones says, the natural
inquiry is, “ What is to be done about it?” Here the
response, while not indefinite, is so general as to hardly
constitute a program. Greater definition of the duties
of citizenship, education and the inculcation of a higher
sense of individual responsibility are such generalities
that we may say that we are working in such channels
all the time. The institutions of which Mr. Jones
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complains seem to be the natural resultants of human
nature working under the faulty economic conditions
which have prevailed from the beginning of our experi-
ment in democracy. In the early days they did not
affect the common life so seriously as they have begun
to do since population grew and with it the gospel of
concentration and efficiency. Political and religious
freedom without economic independence are but
“ sounding brass and tinkling cymbals.” Desirable as
all Mr. Jones’ reforms are, it is doubtful if many of
them can be realized in a state of society which compels
so many men and women to utter to other men and
women, the prayer which should be made to God alone,
“Give us this day our daily bread.”

OwWEN MERRYHUE.

Indian Poetry

The Path on the Rainbow: The Book of Indian Verse. Edited
by George Cronyn. Published by Boni and Liveright, New
York, 1918. Price $1.50.

This fascinating book of American Indian poetry con-
tains translations of poems or chants from various In-
dian tribes arranged according to location, and also
“ Interpretations,”—free renderings of Indian lyrics by
contemporary American verse writers. The poems,
closely akin in spirit to early Greek nature worship, and
in form to twentieth century Imagism, are the difficult
expression of the emotional states of a naturally re-
pressive race. That half-articulate manifestation of ele-
mental feeling is seen most strongly in the verses at the
beginning of the book; they are cries for healing, for
love, for vengeance—short, savage, formless; such
poetic beauty as there is, seeming accidental, inherent in
the sense of kinship and identification with Nature that
is characteristic of an aboriginal people. Such a cry
is the Micmac Vengeance Song.

“ Death I make, singing
Heh-yeh! heh-yeh! heh-yeh! heh-yeh!
Bones I hack, singing
Heh-yeh! heh-yeh! heh-yeh! heh-yeh!
Death I make singing
Heh-yeh! heh-yeh! heh-yeh! heh-yeh!”

The more important poems are connected with re-
ligious rites, in which dancing has an important place,
hence the monotonous use of repetitive forms and the
frequent employment of meaningless syllables. The
songs from the Pawnee ceremony of the Hako with
their interpretations form a most interesting part of
the book. Magic was an integral part of religion hence
we have “ The Song of the Vision-maker,” “ The Demon
Song,” “The Spell Song” and many charms and in-
cantations.

Many of the songs of the Navajo Indians show a
comparatively highly developed sense of beauty, a
craving for it as magical and healing. The following
lines from “The Night Chant” are addressed to a
mythic thunder-bird, which accounts for the reference
to wings.
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“With the far darkness made of the dark cloud on the
ends of your wings,

With the far darkness made of the rain and the mist on
the ends of your wings, come to us soaring,

With the zig-zag lightning, with the rainbow hanging
high on the ends of your wings, come to us
soaring.

With the near darkness made of dark cloud of the rain
and the mist, come to us,

With the darkness on the earth, come to us”

The poem concludes:

“ May their roads home be on the trail of peace,
Happily may they all return.
In beauty I walk,
With beauty before me 1 walk,
With beauty behind me I walk,
With beauty above and about me I walk,
It is finished in beauty
It is finished in beauty.”

The “ Interpretations” by modern writers are full of
poetical charm, but compared with the literal transla-
tions they give the impression of being embroidered;
their grace, their coherence, their poignant expressive-
ness are as unlike the true Indian poem as the colored
prints of Indians gracefully shooting over waterfalls
are unlike the hard angular work of the native artists.

Notes as a rule are an abomination, but in this book
a little more explanatory matter would have been ac-
ceptable. The reader has frequently the feeling of
groping in the dark, through ignorance of the myths
referred to, and it would have been helpful if some
definite idea of the degree of civilization of the tribes
whose songs are represented had been given.

This intensely interesting anthology opens up a
native treasure hitherto little considered from the point
of view of art; it should appeal to every lover of au-
thentic poetry, to every student of folklore, and above
all to those who consider that the American nation
should retain the Indian ideals of hardihood, the Indian
feeling of kinship with Nature, and the Indian sense
of the magic and mystery in life that a too comfortable
materialism might extinguish.

BLANCHE DisMORr.

NEWS

—In China there are now 3,793 miles of Government
railways, 1,847 of Concessioned, and 150 miles of private
railways in operation.

—After-war labor and industrial problems are to be
solved in Tulsa, Oklahoma, by means of a million-
dollar fund which has been pledged by about 40 leading
citizens.

—Public school teachers of New Orleans, who were
recently given an increase of $10 a month in salary,
have formed a union organization and affiliated with
the American Federation of Labor.
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—As an indication of Japan’s prosperity the Hypothec
Bank at Tokyo reports that at the end of April, 1918,
the rate of dividends paid by joint stock companies in
that city averaged 27.30 per cent per annum.

—According to a report by the Bureau of Foreign
and Domestic Commerce, Department of Commerce,
indications are that for the full calendar year imports
will exceed $3,000,000,000 and exports $6,000,000,000 in
value.

—The Postmaster General for New Zealand has
announced that at the close of the war it is proposed
to establish an aerial mail service in this Dominion ex-
tending from Auckland to Dunedin, a distance of about
700 miles.

—The world loss in lives caused by influenza has
been estimated to equal about one-third the deaths
suffered by Germany in the war, and is nearly ten times
the loss the American army sustained through war and
disease.

—Acting on the advice of the Department of Com-
merce, the Department of State has allotted to the
American consul at Lyon $1,000 for the rental of space
at the Fourth International Sample Fair at Lyon,
France, from March 1 to 15, 1919,

—The coal department of Denver city has extended
its free delivery zone. This change relieves a greater
number of consumers from overhaul charges, and has
at the same time reduced the overhaul rate from 50c.
to 25c. per mile for those beyond the free zone.

—A survey made by the United States Department
of Agriculture indicates that there will be ample nitrates
in 1919 to supply all reasonable demands of the farmers.
The nitrates will be sold to farmers and gardeners at
cost to the Government, $81.00 a ton on cars at point
of loading.

—American sympathizers of India are signing a pe-
tition to be forwarded to the American peace delegates
asking that this subject nation be granted at least such
progressive measures of home rule as the present
United States Administration has established in the
Philippines.

—Of the 2,773 emigrants from Finland during 1917
there were 1,258 men and 1,515 women. Of these 514
were from towns and 2,259 from the country. In 1912
and 1913 emigrants from Finland numbered 10,724 and
20,057, respectively, and all but 36 emigrated to the
United States.

—Great numbers of Dutch workmen who were dis-
charged by Krupps are reported to have been re-
engaged. It is stated they are now busy constructing
railway material, especially trucks, and in preparing for
extensive commercial campaign to be initiated after
peace is signed.

—This year the Children’s Bureau of the Department
of Labor is to make a back-to-school campaign. The
campaign is now going forward in thirty-six States,
and is an effort to get out of industry and back to
school the many young boys and girls who left because
of war conditions.
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—The Boston City Federation of Woman'’s Clubs has
started a campaign among the 25,000 club women of
the city to prevent the car fares on the Boston elevated
railway system being indefinitely advanced. A huge
petition is to be presented to the Legislature which con-
venes on January 1.

—Mrs. Fannie Fern Andrews of Boston has sailed
for England and France, where she will represent the
Federal Bureau of Education in Paris during the Peace
Conference. She makes the trip at the request of the
Commissioner of Education, authorized by the Secre-
tary of the Interior.

—An association to be known as the Franco-Ameri-
can Board of Commerce and Industry has been formed
in New York for the purpose of advancing the interests
of French manufacturers in American markets. A
permanent exhibition of French goods will be main-
tained in New York.

—Municipal ownership of public utilities is expected
to be one of the most important issues of the approach-
ing session of the New York State Legislature, and it
is said that a bill providing for such ownership is being
drawn up for presentation, under the direction of the
Mayors of the State.

—At a convention held December 29 and attended by
1,000 union delegates, the Independent Labor party of
Chicago was formally launched. A constitution and a
platform for the spring election were adopted. Its
candidate for Mayor will be John Fitzpatrick, president
of the Chicago Federation of Labor.

—Conditions growing out of the alleged milk monop-
oly in Winnipeg have reached such extremes that the
Mayor-elect and a majority of the new Council have
expressed their determination to begin ecarly in the
new year the establishment of a municipal plant to
supply Winnipeg and adjacent suburbs.

—In the Tokyo Yuben, Mr. E. Uyehara, a member of
the Japanese House of Representatives, criticises the
view that if Japan is to become industrially strong she
must acquire more territory. In his opinion, peace is
her assured means of growing strong. He advocates
industrial cooperation with the United States.

—A labor conference in the Chicago Coliseum will
be held on January 14th to protest against Maooney’s
life imprisonnfent. - Labor organizations from Scotland
and other parts of Great Britain have cabled to Presi-
dent Wilson and the New York Labor Council demand-
ing a new trial or immediate release of Mooney.

—The United States Employment Service is opening
a Junior Section to take care of workers between the
ages of sixteeen and twenty-one. It is planned to em-
ploy for the boys’ work specialists who understand the
peculiar needs of juvenile applicants, and for the girls
the counselors will be women of wide experience.

—Hundreds of young men at the Atlantic Training
Base at East Boston, after an address by Henry How-
ard, Director of the Recruiting Service of the United
States Shipping Board, pledged themselves to remain
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in the service to aid in manning the growing fleet of
merchant ships of the American Merchant Marine.

—French labor leaders have outlined a reconstruction
program in which the working hours of women will be
adjusted. André Citroen, one of the most prominent of
the labor leaders, has announced that if present plans
are realized women workers will have a five-hour
working day.

—The United Committee for the Taxation of Land
Values of London, England, has issued a manifesto
and appeal for $100,000 to maintain its propaganda and
to carry the cause of “Land and Liberty” to an issue.
Copies of the manifesto, a clear, forceful statement,
can be had from John Paul, secretary, 11 Tothill street,
London, S. W.

—The total deaths from influenza in this country up
to December 14 were: Influenza proper, 63,954; pneu-
monia, 38,763. Vice-President Lunger of the Equitable
Life gives it as his opinion that $50,000,000 in claims
due to the disease have already been incurred, and that
the losses of the industrial insurance companies alone
would be nearly $30,000,000.

—A conference to consider the various programs of
reconstruction adopted by different farmer organiza-
tions and to work out a joint farmers’ program for
economic reconstruction in America and for interna-
tional reconstruction, will be held under the auspices of
the Farmers’ National Headquarters in the National
Hotel, Washington, January 7 and 8, 1919.

—The British Trade Union Congress and the Labor
party have jointly decided to open a great public cam-
paign to advocate the establishment of a league of
nations as an integral part of the peace settlement.
Preparations have been made for the assembling of a
large gathering on January 2, to be addressed by Arthur
Henderson, Ramsay Macdonald, Bernard Shaw, George
Lansbury and Mrs. Snowden.

—The English Government in August, 1918, passed
a measure extending local provision for the care of
mothers. New Zealand has for several years cared for
mothers and reduced its infant mortality rate from
88.8 in 1907 to 482 in 1917. Julia C. Lathrop in her
sixth annual report of the Children’s Bureau of the
Department of Labor suggests that Federal aid be
provided for a like purpdse in this cotntry.

—Omaha is contemplating city ownership of its gas
plant. The franchise of the present gas company eX-
pires soon, and a condemnation court has been
appointed to make an inventory and appraisal of the
plant. Omaha’s waterworks system has been municipal-
ly owned for six years, and the rates have been reduced
about 60 per cent, with excellent service. This has
encouraged the city to look toward other municipally
owned undertakings.

—Among the organizations which have recently
adopted Proportional Representation for the election
of their governing bodies are the Canadian Council of
Agriculture, which represents the organized farmers of
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Canada, and the City Club of New York. The first
use of the proportional system for a public election in
Great Britain took place in connection with the recent
Parliamentary elections, at which a few university
members were elected by the new system.

—During the month of November $8,079,605 were
loaned to 3,278 farmers of the United States by the
Federal Land Banks on long-time first mortgages, ac-
cording to the monthly statement of the Farm Loan
Board. On December 1st the total amount of mortgage
loans closed since the establishment of the Federal
Land Banks was $147452,861, numbering 64,357 bor-
rowers. Altogether 162,294 have applied for loans
under this system, aggregating $406,542,109.

—Teachers in rural schools in the State of Wash-
ington will no longer be required to “board ’round”
among the parents of the children., More than 200 cot-
tages have been built for teachers, as a result of the
efforts of Mrs. Josephine Corless Preston, State Super-
intendent of Public Instruction. The State of Wash-
ington under the leadership of Mrs. Preston surpasses
all other States in consolidated school districts, making
poseible a large number of excellent rural high schools.

—In 1906 in France, with a population of only two-
thirds that of the United States, seven and a half
million women were gainfully employed, as against
8,000,000 in this country. Almost a third of the indus-
trial workers at that time were women, 42 per cent. of
those engaged in commerce, and 47 per cent. of agricul-
tural workers. Only a few thousand women were in
munitions plants at the beginning of the war. By 1916
there were 300,000, and this year the number was about
a million.

—Consul John K. Caldwell at Vladivostok reports
that the cooperative societies of Russia are uniting into
greater bodies. The Union of the Siberian Cooperative
Unions consists of 8,300 separate cooperative societies
and 5,000,000 members, with a capital of 3,971,974 rubles,
and 40,000,000 rubles covering all the individual unions.
The Union maintains selling and buying agencies in
London, Paris, New York, Shanghai and Kobe, with a
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main office at Novonikolaievsk and a Far Eastern office
at Vladivostok.

—The city of San Francisco has built and will op-
erate a steam railroad 65 miles in length in connection
with its famous Hetch Hetchy water supply project.
The Railway Age says: * This is believed to be the first
steam railway of any considerable extent to be built and
operated by a municipality.” The cost of the San Fran-
cisco railroad complete was approximately $2,000,000
and it is estimated that the city saved between $2,000,000
and $3,000,000 over what it would have cost to haul
the material by truck. So the city built the railroad.

—The National Popular Government League has
scheduled an unusually strong program for its recon-
struction conference to be held in the auditorium of the
new building of the Department of the Interior on
January 9; 10, 11. Judson King announces that the
speakers will include William Kent, Prof. Jerome John-
son, Mr. William B. Colver, Judson C. Welliver, Con-
gressman Clyde Kelly, David J. Lewis, Arthur LeSueur,
Herbert Quick, Frank McManamy of the United States
Railroad Administration, Senators Norris and Young,
John J. Arnold and Florence Kelly. e

—Resolutions adopted by the Poale Zion Convention,
in session in Philadelphia on the 26th, urge that the
new Palestine republic be affiliated with the proposed
League of Nations, and provide for the rehabilitation
of Palestine through a cooperative form of govern-
ment and direct that the immigration shall be under
the supervision of a national organization to which
immigrants shall pay a certain sum in order to become
members of the cooperative governmental system. It
was suggested in the resolutions that immigrants be
compelled to remain in the new state for at least two
years.

—New York City has a municipal grocery store,
located on the twenty-third floor of the Municipal
Building. The enterprise was initiated by Com-
missioner Joseph C. Day, city commissioner of public
markets and director of municipal trading, and is pri-
marily for the benefit of city employees; but any
inhabitant of New York may patronize it. Eggs,
“ guaranteed absolutely fresh,” are sold at 50 cents a
dozen, and coffee at 22 cents a pound. Receipts average
$75 to $100 a day. Commissioner Day is considering
the advisibility of establishing a number of such stores
throughout Greater New York.
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