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OT the least of the good things coming

out of the present upsetting of world re-
lations will be the changed conditions of house
servants. The girls and women who went into
munition factories and other war work are dis-
inclined to return to the kitchen. In France,
in England, as well as in the United States the
servant problem has become acute through lack
of supply. Higher wages, even to doubling or
to trebling, have had little effect, nor does the
multiplication of servant privileges. Indeed, it
is the very fact of being a servant that is creat-
ing all the trouble. The spirit of democracy
has been taken seriously. Good wages they
want and better hours and treatment generally.
But first of all they want to be men and women.
If any servantless mistress wishes to know just
what this means, let her imagine herself work-
ing in another woman’s kitchen. Such a thought
may seem fantastic to her. Possibly it is when
she thinks of the somewhat undeveloped maids
she has seen. Yet she must remember that one
has aspirations far above the present ability
to gratify, and to attain those aspirations one
sometimes takes extreme means. Possibly the
mistress in self-defense will have to aid the maid
in becoming a human being, with the right to
be addressed as Miss or Mrs. like other members
of her sex.

ILE the liquor men are groping about

in a dazed condition, and the people at
large are wondering what is going to happen
after July 1, those radical religionists, the Sal-
vation Army people, have already begun their
work. The Salvationists never stand upon cere-
mony, nor have they much respect for conven-
tionality. Recognizing the part the saloon has
played in public life they are making haste to

fill the void by converting it into an agency to
serve man without destroying him. They are
taking over as many saloons as their means will
permit, with the idea of retaining the lounging,
reading, and restroom facilities, but without
booze and profanity. Salvation Army methods
used to be thought crude by real nice people.
Possibly experience has led to modification; at
least the public has come to realize their worth,
as was evident from the recent response to their
financial appeal. The outlawing of the liquor
business offers the Army the greatest oppor-
tunity it has yet had. Nor will it be the only
agency in this field; others are preparing to
take up the same work. The Community Coun-
cils of National Defense are actively pressing
the idea of making the reconstituted saloons
a constructive agency. In other hands and op-
erated upon a legitimate basis, the saloon can
be made an agency in reconciling the users of
alcoholic liquor to prohibition.

OMEBODY blundered. The trap was
sprung after the quarry had passed, and
just in time to catch the hunters. When Sena-
tor Lodge told the Senate he had discovered a
copy of the treaty in New York, it was hailed
by his companions as another evidence of the
President’s perfidy; for had not Mr. Wilson
promised that the treaty should not be given
out until signed, and had not Wall Street copies
for the purpose of taking financial advantage
of the treaty terms before the rest of the coun-
try knew them? Yet matters have not turned
out as expected. The investigation disclosed
the fact that the copy of the treaty seen by Mr.
Lodge was in the hands of Elihu Root, a Re-
publican. Mr. Root testifies that he got it from
Mr. Davison, a Republican. Mr. Davison got
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the treaty from Mr. Lamont of Morgan & Com-
pany, a Republican. Mr. Lamont got the treaty
as a confidential adviser of the Paris Confer-
ence. Thus the whole matter from beginning
to end was Republican, and so was all right.
Really, this will not do. A few more investiga-
tions like this and the Republican Senators will
look as ridiculous to themselves as they now do
to the rest of the country.

O finer thing has been done by the Ameri-

can Federation of Labor than its action
at the Atlantic City Conference in making pro-
vision for the organizing of Negroes. Industrial
democracy as well as political democracy must
take in all races. To leave out one no matter
how humble or how helpless is to perpetuate in
the labor world the means that will inevitably
result in the debasing of all labor. Negro wage
earners are estimated at one-seventh of the
whole industrial population, and to leave them
unorganized is not only to deprive the Negro of
the opportunity and the hope that are right-
fully his, but it is to put into the hands of
labor’s enemies a most effective means of resist-
ance to the establishment of its rights.

HEN the suffragists were thrown into

prison in Washington for picketing the
White House they were highly indignant at the
treatment accorded them in the matter of un-
sanitary conditions. Yet they were merely sub-
jected to what has always been accorded to
women of less social standing, and which is still
the lot of prisoners in many places. A letter
of Kate Richards O’Hare, who is serving a po-
litical sentence in a Missouri penitentiary, sets
forth in the New York Call some of these ob-
jectionable features, Mrs. O’Hare, 2 woman
of high character, is trying to endure uncom-
plainingly what others have endured, but she
cannot resist a protest against the “criminally
stupid mixing of the clean women with the
frightfully syphilitic.”” An Indian woman
whose throat “was a mass of open sores”
bathes in the same tub with the healthy women.
A white girl and some colored girls who are
in a similar condition eat at the same table with
the others, but “the dishes are not kept sep-
arate and no disinfectants are used.” After
reciting her efforts to secure redress she says
despairingly, “Missouri is so benighted and im-

poverished by ignorant, illiterate, petty poli-
ticians that I have little hope of anything being
done to bring its institutions up to anything
humane or modern.” And she closes by saying,
“I can never forget the sickening fact that the
country which my ancestors helped to found
and which my father gave his life to protect has
forced me to live in constant danger of contami-
nation from the most loathsome of all diseases
because I held opinions contrary to the opin-
ions of the party in power.”

URING the last year of the war cultivators
of vacant lots in Great Britain grew sixty
thousand tons of vegetables on five thousand
acres of land. Leadership of this wonderful
effort was given to the Vacant Land Cultivation
Society of London. With an expenditure of a
little over $5,000 for the year, this organization
developed an army of 295,000 cultivators of
little gardens. Now the owners of vacant lots
who have been willing to assign them to garden
uses for the war are recalling them, and the
question arises in the minds of these workers
who have turned to utilizing land that hitherto
has lain idle, why there is not some means by
which they can have access to land in time of
peace as well as in time of war. A parliamen-
tary committee has been appointed to consider
the matter with a view to devising legislation
that will keep the slacker vacant lots producing
for their country. The Vacant Land Cultiva-
tion Society, which was founded eleven years
ago by Joseph Fels, and is continued with the
codperation of Mrs. Fels, was so efficient in its
work that the British Government placed all
the war gardens in its charge during the latter
part of the war.

MERICAN protectionists may find them-
selves in a dilemma if they persist in their
intention of raising the tariff. If they should
succeed in this endeavor to keep out foreign
goods they will by the same token keep in
American goods, for we have already virtually
all the free gold and silver in the world, and a
large part of the credit. We will be able to
send little merchandise abroad unless we accept
goods from abroad. If the protectionists suc-
ceed in stopping foreign trade there will be only
one thing to save the country from industrial
stagnation; that is, to increase the purchasing
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power of labor. American labor can now pro-
duce a great deal more wealth than the Ameri-
can market as now constituted can absorb, but
not more than labor can absorb if wages be
raised to the full value of what labor produces.
But it may be questioned if protectionists’ re-
gard for American labor goes that far.

UBSEQUENT events recall two incidents
at the Conference of Governors at the
White House. One is Professor Irving Fisher’s
statement that we are on a permanent price
level, and that it is a matter of small importance
whether wages or commodity prices be high or
low so long as they retain the same relation to
each other. The other is the resolution of the
Conference that States should devise means to
force into use such natural resources as are held
out of use by speculators. Professor Fisher’s
statement is in answer to those who are worry-
ing over whether prices or wages should come
down first. His answer is that the whole dis-
cussion i8 silly. The worker does not care
whether meat goes up or down provided that his
wages are 80 adjusted that the same amount of
work purchases the same amount of flour. The
dollar is after all but a counter, and a change
in the value of the counters does not affect the
game itself in the least. It becomes daily more
evident that the Conference placed its finger on
the economic sore spot in its resolution with re-
gard to natural resources. No one has yet dis-
covered a way of employing labor or producing
wealth without having access to natural re-
sources. And the Governors of the several
States cannot be better employed than in mak-
ing these resources accessible.

HE darkest hour comes just before the

dawn. The future has been dark enough
in Ireland for the past four years, but the gleam
that now appears may well presage the sunrise.
Strangely enough, and yet most logically, it
comes from Ulster. The repudiation of Sir
Edward Carson by the East Antrim constitu-
ency is proof that Ulster does not at bottom
think exclusively in terms of Irish landlordism
any more than the rest of Ireland thinks exclu-
sively in terms of Roman Catholicism. Between
Carson and de Valera Ireland had reached an
smpasse. Carson had a solution for Ulster; de
Valera for the rest of Ireland. Neither had a

solution for all Ireland. The very nakedness
of this logic must have forced its acceptance
sooner or later upon the followers of both. The
defeat of Sir Edward’s hand-picked candidate
by a vote of 8,714 to 7,549 in the face of state-
ments of his friends that resignation would fol-
low defeat may only be interpreted in the light
that Ulster, too, is determined to work out a
solution for all Ireland. The rise of the Center
party and the awakened interest of Parliament
in a federal solution are all straws that show
which way the wind blows, Although it has
seemed that centuries of alternate blundering
and oppression had set up insurmountable bar-
riers, it is not too much to hope that Irishmen
in Ireland may yet agree.

ET it not for a moment be forgotten that
the purpose of dividing Congress into two
bodies, the House and the Senate, was to pro-
vide a more deliberative and calmly judicial
body to act as a check upon the impetuous and
headstrong popular assembly. How well the
idea has worked may be seen in the action of the
Senate since the beginning of the session. Sena-
tors Lodge, Borah, and Knox have exhibited
such poise, such calm judicial action, that one
cannot but wonder at the prescience of the
Fathers in devising a system of government
that enables them to exercise their peculiar
talents.

ONE reason for the strenuous opposition of

the moneyed interests to the farmer move-
ment in North Dakota will be apparent upon
examination of the new tax rule in that State.
The old tax law pretended to tax all property
alike. As a matter of fact, it fell mostly upon
resident workers, while corporations and land
speculators got off lightly. Under the new law
land will be taxed on a hundred per cent. value,
with farm buildings exempted. The farm equip-
ment—with $1,000 exempted—will be taxed on
a fifty per cent. basis. This means less tax for
the small working farmer and for the home
owner, and more taxes for the speculators and
absentee landlords. Three Minnesota land com-
panies owning 125,000 acres in Burleigh County
will pay upward of $10,000 more taxes in North
Dakota than last year. The farmers have an
idea that the State will be better off if that land
is divided into farms with houses, equipment,
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and people occupying it. May it not be barely
possible that those much abused farmers may
have hit upon an idea worthy of the attention of
some who have been a little hasty in their
criticism?

IRAM JOHNSON’S long-delayed an-
nouncement of his Presidential candidacy
has at last been made. Two things stand out
clearly. It is a certainty that he is the strong-
est of the radicals in the Republican Party. It
is an equal certainty that he cannot be nomi-
nated. There are many things to commend him.
He has a clear record on government ownership
of railroads and many other fundamental re-
forms. He is a vigorous—almost vicious—
fighter, and has an even more spectacular per-
sonality than Roosevelt. Neither of these qual-
ities, however, can attract enough votes to bring
him within hailing distance of the Republican
nomination. No radical can capture that prize.
A candidate who is simply liberal or merely has
progressive leanings would probably command
more votes than Mr. Johnson. Senator Kenyon
could probably carry more States. Neverthe-
less, it is well that Mr. Johnson has been chosen.
He more than any other is capable of leading a
rebellion that will disrupt the Republican Party.
And that is the most important thing. Privi-
leged interests are too deeply intrenched in the
Republican Party ever to be permanently dis-
lodged. Hence any movement that bids fair to
isolate the sheep and separate them from the
goats should have the prayers of all who hope
for a new alignment. '

DOUBTLESS-it is a comforting thought to
those opponents of Mr. Wilson who
attribute all evils from ring worm to house-
maid’s knee to the faults of the Administra-
tion, to ascribe the recent manifestations of
bombers to the “Prussianism” in Washington
during the past four years. Unfortunately,
however, the use of bombs as a substitute for
ballots did not begin under this Administration.
Our Civil War saw a people as wrought up by
the use of violence as the recent world war, yet
our people did not resort to assassination as a
political method. Rather is the recourse to the
bomb due to changed conditions and personnel.
Both before and after the Civil War the nat-
ural opportunities for self-employment and self-

improvement were such that the individual
could work out his own salvation; and our pop-
ulation both native and foreign-born was com-
posed of people who could fight and forget.
Now free opportunities are gone, and the pres-
sure of necessity is overwhelming the worker;
while the later comers to this country are peo-
ple who fight but do not forget. They fight
under cover and strike in the dark. Still the
bomb-throwing can be laid at the door of the
Administration as well as many other evils at-
tributed to it.

Russia

ID to Admiral Kolchak by the United
States and the Allies brings the Russian
situation to a climax. On May 26th a dispatch
was sent to Kolchak regarding the unsatis-
factory relations existing between the various
Russian factions and the Allies, and noting
previous failures to establish right relations.
The note declares that it is the policy of the
allied and associated Powers “ to restore peace
within Russia by enabling the Russian people to
resume control of their own forces through the
instrumentality of a freely elected constituent
assembly, and to restore order along its
frontiers.”

In consideration of this aid Kolchak was to
summon a constituent assembly as soon as he
reached Moscow or convene the Constituent As-
sembly of 1917 ; permit free election throughout
the territory ; make no attempt to revive special
privilege of any class or order in Russia; recog-
nize the independence of Finland and Poland;
refer boundary disputes to the League of Na-
tions; join the League of Nations; and pay the
Russian debt contracted before the Bolshevik
revolution in November, 191%.

Admiral Kolchak accepted these conditions
with the exception of agreeing to call the As-
sembly of 1917, which he said was not repre-
sentative of the new conditions. It is in response
to this that the offer of aid by Great Britain,
the United States, France, and Japan is made
to Kolchak in accordance with the proposal of
May 26.

This actiop cannot be squared with the prin-
ciple of self-determination. It is the act of ex-
pediency. Judged by the old standard, it may
be accepted; but judged by the new order, it
will be bitterly opposed. Unfortunately the
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democracies that must pass judgment upon it
have not adequate information upon which to
base an opinion. If it be assumed that the Al-
lied Governments are properly informed, it may
be supposed that they have acted for what they
think is the best for Russia. But it must be
recognized that this is not the action of Russia ;
therefore, it is not democracy, and does not
square with the ideals upheld by President
Wilson.

Admiral Kolchak pledges himself to hold his
power only long enough to establish a freely
elected assembly and then to turn all authority
held by him over to that body. He pledges him-
self specifically not to restore any part of the
old régime, nor to deprive the peasants of their
land, but only to overthrow the Bolshevik Gov-
ernment, which he declares to be an unjustified
tyranny. While all this may be true, the fact
remains that it was a matter for Russia and not
for the Allied Powers to decide.

But it is now an accomplished fact. Supplies
will be sent to the Kolchak Government and
withheld from the Bolshevik Government. De-
cisive results may be looked for within a short
time. If the Lenine-Trotzky Government really
represents the masses of the Russian people,
this outside interference will quicken them to
united resistance and the world will be left in no
doubt as to what they want. But if the Russian
people are not behind the present Government,
it will speedily collapse and make way for
another order.

Whatever practical statesmen may say re-
garding the present action of the Allies, the real
democrats will regret that the political and
social experiment now under way in Russia was
not permitted to work itself out to the end.
However impossible and contrary to the laws
of nature the Lenine-Trotzky régime may be,
if it be arbitrarily snuffed out by a whiff of
grape, as Carlyle dramatically dismissed the
French Revolution, there will always be those of
its friends, not only in Russia but in all coun-
tries, who will say that it would have succeeded
if left alone, and who will for a long time to
come seek to reéstablish a Soviet Government.
Whereas if it were allowed to continue until
failure became evident to the Russian people
themselves, and was by them overthrown, the
world would be freed of a false idea.

The bitterness between the partisans both

inside and outside of Russia will be intensified.
The moral right rests with them. The action
taken may be in accordance with the majority
opinion of mankind, but not with the democratic
opinion—for democracy is still only skin deep
with the great majority of people. Those cling-
ing to the old order, the protectionists, the re-
actionaries, and the holders of privilege, will
applaud ; the democrats will save what they can
from the wreck and continue the education of
the people in fundamental democracy.

Getting Out of Jail

PROMINENT labor leader upon being
asked by a critic what the union members
did at their lodge meetings when they were not
planning strikes or boycotts, answered that
comparatively little time was devoted to such
matters, but that the chief endeavor of the labor
organization was to teach its members that they
were men, to get them into the habit of thinking
of themselves as citizens and not as labor union
men. It is this broader view of the organiza-
tions that almost wholly escapes the general
public, and that would, if fully realized, give the
union a bigger and finer aspect in the public
mind.

Reflecting persons must have been impressed
of late with the fact that much attention was
given to the question of getting its members out
of jail and preventing harsh injustice to help-
less victims that fall into the hands of the law.

It is a strange anomaly that the magnificent
system of legal procedure that during the ages
has been built up for the protection of the weak
and the helpless is so easily distorted into an
instrument for destroying the very persons
whom it is designed to preserve. Not only has
our political system permitted dishonest finan-
cial interests to put unworthy judges on the
bench, but it has allowed to grow up a practice
in the courts that enables the attorney of the
rich culprit or litigant to secure advantages
over a poor man in courts presided over by hon-
est men. It is notorious that the litigant with
ample means has recourse to many shifts and
subterfuges to tire out his opponent of modest
means.

It cannot be said that the law has reached its
ideal until the practice, as well as the theory,
takes no note of persons. The fiction that jus-
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tice is blind when weighing the merits of con-
testants must be made a reality.

The case of Charles Krieger of Oklahoma
serves as an example. Arrested in the streets
of Tulsa without warrant, he was held without
indictment for seven months, and was kept with-
out a trial for a year and a half. Mr. Krieger
may or may not be guilty, but it surely is a
travesty upon legal procedure that he should
be held a year and a half before being tried.
And his bail was fixed at a sum that was pro-
hibitive.

If the police authorities had reason to sup-
pose that Mr. Krieger was guilty of breaking
the law, it was their duty to arrest him and
bring him to trial. But while it was the duty
of the State to offer society this protection
from invasion of its rights by any dishonest citi-
zen, it was also the duty of society to give pro-
tection to any one charged with crime in order
that an innocent person might not be convicted.
As it provided an attorney in behalf of society,
so it should have provided counsel in behalf of
the suspected culprit. No one will question for
a moment that, had Mr. Krieger been rich
enough to employ a first-class attorney, he
would not have lain in jail for a year and a
half without trial. And shall it be said in sober
truth that the question of whether an alleged
culprit lies in jail a year and a half untried
depends upon whether or not he is rich? If
that be the practice of our law, then have we
come to a condition of those eastern countries
in which bribery of judges was universally prac-
ticed. Not until the last vestige of advantage
has been removed can it be said that the rich
and the poor stand alike at the bar of justice.

Economic Mendicants

EARINGS before the Ways and Means
Committee in Washington constitute a
sort of sublimated bread line where the financial
indigents go to receive aid from the public
purse. The protected interest now under con-
sideration is potash. Witnesses testify that it
costs $5 a unit to produce potash in this coun-
try, while the imported product can be sold for
$1.50 a unit.
The men behind the American production
testify that they have put $50,000,000 into the
development of the industry during the war, and

the country now owes it to them to protect them
from German potash. They want both a tariff
and a license to control imports—they are tak-
ing no chances.

Counsel for the United States Potash Pro-
ducers’ Association asserts that protection
from competition for three to five years would
enable the potash industry to develop so that
it could take care of all domestic requirements
and begin to compete in exports to other coun-
tries.

That sounds familiar. Mr. Parker, the coun-
sel, is a resident of Washington, and so may
have heard the plea before. It was made more
than fifty years ago in behalf of the Louisiana
sugar interests, but we are still paying a bounty
to American sugar growers and importing
sugar. The same plea has been made in behalf
of a great many different industries. But the
time sufficient for an industry to mature has not
yet been discovered.

This is purely a business matter and should
be conducted on modern scientific principles.
When an indigent applies for assistance to the
charity society, he is investigated to see if his™
appeal is honest and to determine his actual
need. Has the United States investigated the
American potash producers so that intelligent
action can be taken? To pay three times as
much for potash as it can be gotten for abroad
is a serious burden upon agriculture, and should
not be entered into lightly.

If Congress looks into this matter as care-
fully as a modern charity society investigates
its applicants, it will make some inquiries into
the number of beneficiaries and the extent of
their benefactions. In Nebraska potash is be-
ing extracted from alkaline lakes and the neigh-
boring soil that has been saturated. Without
a tariff on potash this yield may not pay for
extraction, and so this arid land will be worth
virtually nothing. With a sufficiently high
tariff there will be such profit in producing
potash that the producers will pay the owners
of . these lands and waters a handsome sum for
the privilege. The question arises, therefore,
as to just how much the people in the United
States ought to increase the value of these lands
by taxing themselves for potash. Shall lands
be increased to $5 an acre or $25 or $50. The
people in common fairness ought to know before
they set out upon this enterprise how much




- —

June 21, 1919

A Journal of Democracy

649

these land owners are to get for permitting cap-
ital and labor to extract the potash from other-
wise useless soil.

It might be well also to have some interpre-
tation as to what is meant by supplying the
home market and having potash for export. It
would take much less to supply the market at
$5 per unit than at $1.50, for there would not
be so much used at the higher figure. And is
it contemplated to sell potash, as sewing ma-
chines and other articles have been exported, at
less than it is sold in this country?

Human experience long ago demonstrated
that mendicants are not safe judges of their
own needs. The wise almoner will inquire into
the necessities of the case and strive to fit the
means to the end. Will Mr. Fordney’s commit-
tee apply this principle to its applicants?

A Housing Solution

ALTHOUGH farm tenantry has been rap-
idly increasing in this country during the

past generation, the average citizen appears to’

have been unaware of it until the returning sol-
dier wanted a farm. City rents might be stead-
ily mounting, but they seem to have meant noth-
ing to them until the housing question suddenly
confronted them; and even then they did no
more than talk, talk, talk in generalities.

One of the enigmas of politics is the man who
wishes to reform things everywhere but at home.
He is quick to rescue the victim of injustice, but
is slow to punish the oppressor. He is eager to
save the exploited laborer, but is reluctant to
curb the beneficiary. He is ready to aid the
oppressed in foreign lands, but disposed to over-
look them in his own country. It has long been
a favorite pastime of the parlor radical to
blame his fellow-countryman for not recogniz-
ing the separate radical movements abroad, but
is silent regarding the same questions at home.

The land question, for instance, has been rec-
ognized as the center of the Russian problem;
and the land question, in only slightly lesser
degree, is known to be the center of the English
industrial situation. But the thought that there
might be a land question in this country seems
to have been slow to gain recognition.

But there has been one striking and gratify-
ing exception. The New Republic for June 7
contains an editorial on housing reform that

makes a real contribution to the subject. The
writer, after noting the necessity.of building to
relieve the congestion in New York, calls atten-
tion to the part played by the land speculator.
“Just as soon as our approaching building
boom gets under way,” says the editor, *the
prices of unimproved land will rise to a new
level. That is elementary. The more vigorous
the boom, the higher will be the speculative
value of building sites. If materials decline, the
land will rise to take up the slack. Let the State
or Federal Government make provision for
cheap loans to men who desire to erect houses
for themselves, the ground owner will slip in
and appropriate most of the gain through a
higher price for lots. Let the city construct
rapid transit routes, making accessible new un-
improved areas; the land owner will raise the
price of access until the advantages and disad-
vantages of removing to such areas just about
balance.” The remedy suggested by the editor
is to “levy a tax upon the unimproved value of
all land within the city’s limits. Tax
the unimproved value of land sufficiently to
make it an investment to avoid. De-
feat the land speculator and we can make our
cities fit to live in. Leave him in a position to
raise a toll barrier across every path of urban
expansion, and all projects for better and
cheaper housing are bound to prove a disap-
pointment and a source of disillusion.” Here is
sense. Here is something concrete and tangible.
Remove taxes from the things we want—houses.
Put taxes on things we do not want—idle land.

Soviets and Suspicion

PROPOS of the raid, search, and looting
visited on the representatives of the Rus-

sian Soviet Government at their offices in New
York City, Senator Lusk is reported as saying
that Mr. Martens and Mr. Heller admitted that
their organization was seeking to justify the
Soviet form of government.  The committee,”
of which he is chairman, he says, “ is naturally
concerned about the effect of this propaganda
on the people of this country, in so far as our
form of government and established institutions
are concerned.” The concern of this State
Legislative Committee, instigated by various
private self-appointed Bolshevik baiters, led
them to commit what looks like a cowardly and
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unwarranted act of violence on the unrecognized
agent of the Soviet Government. Until the
matter of government in Russia was finally
settled Mr. Martens and his staff were entitled
to all the courtesies of our people toward the
stranger within the gates, especially the
stranger who comes with a commission from a
struggling government. Earlier forms of
democracy have been grateful for foreign
courtesy. America has some recollections of
that sort. Certainly things look very queer
when a great State like New York takes to
persecuting an agency that would naturally
come under the surveillance of the Federal Gov-
ernment if its professed program were unlawful.

Senator Lusk’s contention seems to us flimsy
in the extreme. Its tone is that of Union League
Club hysteria. If Mr. Martens and his friends
can give us any real information about condi-
tions in Russia from week to week let us en-
courage him. Certainly we need it. If they
can get the factual data the American people
can come to their own conclusions without any
aid from legislative mentors or club factotums.
Whatever the economical doctrines of the So-
viets, they cannot be much worse than various
samples that have emanated from some political
clubs and some legislative committees right in
our midst. We need feel little concern for the
effects of foreign political propaganda if and
as far as our own institutions are fair and we
ourselves understand them. A democracy with
the ballot and representative government has no
ground for fear of any gospel of dictatorship
and minority rule. What it needs to fear is its
own political ignorance and ethical inertia. A
rational democratic education is the best and an
all-sufficient defense of government by majority.

Far greater ground for dread is to be found
in these unwarranted searches and inquisitions
on the part of overimportant officials clothed
with a little brief authority that they wish to
augment to the limit. We have had too many
signs and omens of incipient Czkrism in our
midst. Repugnant to genuine Ameticanism and
to all fundamental democracy are the genius of
the spying informer, the genius of the political
scaremaker, and the genius of the ruler by
violence. Force as strength must lie back of all
good things. Without physical force coming
out in action no painter’s conception was ever
fixed on canvas, no poet’s aspiration ever

. stone-crushers or pile-drivers.

caught in print. But canvases do not become
paintings, nor books poems, by the exercise of
The restraint
and moderation of force to exact needs of spe-
cific ends mark the triumph of mind over mass.
Power in its place is a divine commodity, but
its place is in strict ancillary obedience to the
heart’s love and the brain’s thought. Every
father who is wise toward his child, every
physician who is competent in his relation to
his patient, every teacher in his manipulation
of his pupil knows that—and knows it just in
the degree of his wisdom and humanity. In the
use of brute energy he is always conscious that
he is condemning himself. His use of outward
force toward others is the confession of inward
incompetency on his own part.

Precisely so in all government. A relatively
efficient international relationship between
peoples would keep physical pressure in
quiescence and there could be no war. In all
domestic government we know very well that in
the wisest regimen there is the least show of
force. Physical demonstrations become neces-
sary only when the deficiencies of government
need to be covered up. If this Lusk committee
had this excuse it would be the best it could
find. But it has not, so far as we can gather,
even this poor extenuation. According to
Chairman Lusk’s own statement, the Soviet
agency courts publicity, wishes to further an
open propaganda, is standing on our democratic
boast of freedom of expression. Rational
democracy is not afraid of that. The answer
that is called for cannot be supplied by the
muskets of troopers, but only by the arguments
of the reasoning mind.

The Man With the Shovel
By Richard Warner Borst

ENEATH that slanted brow still lives a Soul:
Those eyes bedimmed, see inner visions clear:

Think not in pity that he cannot hear

The whisper that prevails from pole to pole.

He yet will speak from out the toil and dole
High heaped upon him, and the things called dear—
Spent customs, dying laws, and proverbs sere—

Will vanish when at last he claims his goal.

For he, though maimed and dwarfed, is thereby wise;
He who bears treachery best knows who lies;

He who bears pain best knows who wields the power:
Slow grows the anger in his stifled breast,
Yet, like some silent mountain, long suppressed,

He will break forth, volcanic, in his Hour!
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Fresh From the Federation of Labor

By Our Own Correspondent

HOSE who are in the habit of distinguish-
ing between labor and intelligence should
visit the convention of the American Federation
of Labor at Atlantic City. They would find
an assembly of men difficult to distinguish from
conventional business men. They are in fact
business men. A little less flamboyant, perhaps,
a little less obviously prosperous, but far
keener and infinitely more business-like and par-
liamentary in their procedure. If one has just
come from a visit to Congress he is likely to
imagine that he has stumbled upon a race of
highly efficient supermen. The Federation’s
machinery is well oiled and runs smoothly. Its
movement is well adapted to the transaction of
business. It would have to be or it would soon
get as far away from the sentiment of its thirty-
three thousand constituent unions and its up-
ward of three and a half million members as
Congress is from the political constituencies.
Congress could well take a leaf from its book.
Resolutions are handled with dispatch. There
are speeches, of course, but they are to the pur-
pose. Less polite, but more pertinent, vigorous,
careless of the heads they hit, and short!—
surpassingly so if one has seen the Senate.
There is no leave to print. No suave indirect-
ness, The ten-minute speech is more common
than any other, unless it be the five. The fight-
ing is lively while it lasts, but the rounds are
short.

The machine-like character of the convention
in no way detracts from its picturesqueness.
The elements of romance and of tragedy are
both there. If nothing else were interesting
the personalities alone would make it so. There
are a hundred men whose life works have been
written in the statute books of the forty-eight
States and of the United States. There is
Andrew Furuseth, for instance, who spent the
best years of his life to make the Thirteenth
Amendment apply to seamen. Year after year
he came to Washington to carry on a struggle
that seemed hopeless from the beginning, deny-
ing himself food, clothing, and comfort to free
his fellow workers. He is at the convention,
his gauntness accentuated by his dirty clothes,

and with privation of self-denial showing in
every line of his face. Then there is Duncan of
Seattle. Ole Hanson says the whole labor
movement out there is Bolshevist. Yet it was
Duncan who electrified the convention on its
third day with a sane and well-ordered lawyer-
like speech for prohibition. There is Victor
Olander, one of the ablest men in America in
any walk of life. He is the type of man one
would like to think of in the Senate if it should
ever become a representative institution. If he
were elected to the body just now he would
stand out like a tall pine among underbrushes.
He is there in the convention half-blind and a
physical wreck from his war labors, but is keen
and alert as ever. Last but not least, there is
Samuel Gompers, stocky, short, almost to the
point of grotesqueness. He is a powerful
fighter. This sturdy little English Jew has
been at the helm of the American Labor Move-
ment for thirty-eight years. He is the pet
aversion of parlor radicals. The highbrow
politicians who speak learnedly of labor, but
who never belonged to a trade union, have been
predicting his downfall for many years, but
he is more firm in the saddle than ever. The
predictions of anti-Gompers prophets for this
year are no more accurate than they ever were.

Every head of productive industry is pres-
ent at the convention, from the asbestos work-
ers and barbers who head the roll call down to
the upholsterers and White Rats, which is the
official title of the actors’ union. Men who dig
tunnels are there as well as those who run street
cars and those who walk carelessly along the
steel beams twenty stories above ground.

The dominant figure in the convention is
Samuel Gompers himself. He is the target for
many veiled attacks, but he is more than the
equal of any man in the convention. He would
have made a great trial lawyer, for he has one
quality which enables him to outgeneral his
opponent. He has a peculiar way of hold-
ing his cigar and listening attentively, al-
though apparently unconcernedly, until his
opponent is through, when he quietly but thor-
oughly smashes his antagonist.
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The convention is like Congress in another
respect. It has the usual quota of lobbyists.
They are all there, especially the representa-
tives of the brewers. General Coxey, that
doughty pedestrian of the nineties, is there
booming the scheme to descend upon Congress
in plea for 234 per cent. beer before a body
which will listen and go its way.

These personalities are interesting. The
more important thing, however, is the conven-
tion itself and its work. The early stages of
the convention are given up to the introduction
of resolutions, to the jockeying for place and
sly feeling out. The two things that aroused
the most discussion the first three days were
strangely enough things that affect labor very
remotely—daylight saving and beer. The ac-
tion upon the latter is no surprise. The former
undoubtedly is. It was generally assumed that
the daylight saving scheme would have the al-
most universal indorsement of labor. Many
local unions have formally protested to Con-
gress against the repeal of it. Nevertheless, the
convention by a close but decisive vote went
on record for urging the repeal. And the liquor
vote is not to be taken too seriously, although
prohibitionists will tear their hair and denounce
the labor movement for its complacency in deal-
ing with “ demon rum.” Had they been upon
a real liquor issue a different story might have
been told. Labor is decidedly dry. Three
factors, however, seem to have influenced the
convention in voting to ask for the retention of
mild beer. First of these was the belief that
beer as a rule is not intoxicating. The second
was a general feeling that, since prohibition is
coming any way, it will do no harm to allow a
brief period of readjustment such as would be
furnished by the repeal of the wartime prohibi-
tion act. The third factor influencing the
convention was that of sympathy for those
unions such as the waiters’ and brewery work-
ers’ that are directly dependent upon the con-
tinuation of the brewery industry. Still a
fourth consideration which probably influenced
many was the invitation of the brewery em-
ployes’ union to proceed to Washington for a
prospective demonstration at the urging of the
brewery workers’ unions. It was hinted at on
the floor of the convention that this invitation
was in the nature of a bribe and that the money

was really furnished by brewery interests. The
latter charge was denied by one of the delegates,
who explained that the money was being fur-
nished by the brewery workers’ union. He did
not explain where the union got its funds.

There were plenty of allegations that the
whole liquor question was not brought up in
good faith. Certain delegates were particu-
larly bitter on this subject, pointing out that
thus far in the proceedings suspension of the
rules had been resorted to in two cases, and that
in neither of these cases was there a direct labor
interest. It was suggested that the rank and
file might be more impressed if suspension had
been resorted to in a better cause, for the six-
hour day, for instance, or the repeal of the
espionage act. John Lennon, who had given
twenty-eight years’ service as treasurer of the
Federation, spoke even more plainly than usual
when he said that his vote could not be deliv-
ered for any movement in which the German-
American Alliance was interested.

The subject of public ownership of railways
will necessarily be one of the important sub-

_jects to be acted upon by the convention before

it adjourns. The executive council has rec-
ommended public ownership in principle, and it
is also part of the reconstruction program of
the Federation. No specific plan had been put
forward, however, until Glenn Plumb, the at-
torney for the railway employes, not affiliated
with the Federation, laid before the convention
a plan of the Brotherhoods for taking over the
roads. It is very likely that his plan will be
indorsed. The tone of the entire convention is
very friendly. Refusal to indorse, however, will
not necessarily mean that the Federation is out
of sympathy with his plan. It will simply mean
that the Federation does not care to be pre-
cipitate, but wishes further time to study spe-
cific plans. The logic of the situation will,
however, bring them around to the Brotherhood
scheme. Closer union between the railroad
organizations and the Federation of Labor has
been desired by Federation leaders for many
years, and opinion of late in the Brotherhoods
has been drifting toward a union. If the
Plumb plan is backed by the Federation, in-
dorsement would go a long way toward com-
pleting the alliance, and the politicians on both
sides will not overlook this point.
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At the St. Paul convention last year it was
directed that a study of the general subject of
judicial encroachment upon legislative bodies
should be made. For this purpose the attorney
for the Federation has prepared a very remark-
able document surveying the entire history of
the Supreme Court with regard to its nullifica-
tion of legislation. The position taken by Mr.
Ralston is that judicial nullification of legisla-
tion is not necessarily an encroachment, but
that it springs primarily out of a faulty theory
of government. His brief holds, however, that
the Supreme Court has not used its power
wisely, and that in every case where an act of
Congress has been declared void the effect
of such nullification has been anti-social. He
therefore recommends that the Federation back

a constitutional amendment denying the United
States Supreme Court and the supreme courts
of the various States the right to declare void
action of their coordinate legislative bodies.
He urges, however, the right of the United
States Supreme Court to declare void acts of
State Legislatures that are in contravention of
the national Constitution.

Rumors persist that the subject of political
organization of labor will come before the con-
vention. It does not seem that this can be done
unless a proposal is made to amend the consti-
tution of the Federation itself, for the organic
law of the organization, as John Fitzpatrick,
himself an advocate of the labor party, has
pointed out, forbids a discussion of partisan
politics.

Cheap Land and Dear Water

By Harlow Pease
Lawyer, of Dillon, Montana

IN a previous article the extraordinary safe-
guards thrown around the use of water in
the arid regions were considered. It is now
proposed to contrast with this communistic de-
velopment the attitude of Western government
toward land.

To the settler on the frontier the land, in-
stead of being a desirable or precious thing,
represented merely a weary waste cutting him
off from his fellows. There was too much of
it, more than men would ever want to use. The
need was not for land, but for people. It would
not do to ask men so situated to imagine that
their posterity would bid against each other
for vacant lots and rights of way amid this
waste of rock and sagebrush, and that idle land,
even like idle water, would be forced into use.

The Government therefore gave lavishly of
its domain to homesteader and speculator alike;
turned over one-twelfth of the public lands to
the railroads; countenanced the plunder, by
force and fraud unlimited, of the nation’s in-
heritance. The day of the husks was far off.
But signs were not wanting among the mush-
room towns, as vacant corner lots destroyed
their symmetry; the lack of economic vision
prevented men from connecting that phenom-
enon with the image of water wasting out of
a broken ditch.

The frontiersman’s attitude toward land has
curiously persisted in the constitutions and
laws of the Western States—the attitude of
indifference toward waste. There was, in the
city of Butte, in 1912, a worked-out mining
claim, some thirty-five acres in extent, sur-
rounded on three sides by streets and buildings,
sewers, water-mains, and electric lights. It was
owned by a company organized to sell building
sites, yet was assessed at $2.50 per acre as
placer mining property. The assessor being
prevailed upon to comsider its true value, the
assessment was raised from $87.50, or there-
abouts, to $19,000, an approximation of its
true value. The owner brought suit to annul
the assessment, and was successful in both trial
and appellate courts. The Supreme Court of
Montana (Barnard Realty Company vs. Butte)
reasoned substantially as follows: “This is a
mining claim, for which the owner paid the Gov-
ernment $2.50 per acre, and no greater assess-
ment may be levied under the constitution, un-
less the surface has an independent value for
other uses than mining, and is used for the pur-
poses which create that value. That the land
is worth $19,000, and could readily be sold for
that sum, does not become important until
another question is settled: Is it being used?
The evidence clearly shows it is not. This be
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ing so, it cannot be taxed on its.actual value
as city real estate, but only as a mining claim.”

So the assessment was declared void, and the
lots worth a small fortune, in a city of 50,000
inhabitants, were taxed as a mining claim at
the value of $87.50. Why? Because, said the
court and the constitution, it is lying idle. Be-
cause houses and men were kept off from it,
because this value was reflected by homeless
hundreds, the law gave this rich reward to the
land monopolist who held the deed. This
premium was placed on social waste by the same
court that three years earlier, in the case of
Bailey vs. Tintinger, had sternly said: ~ “The
law will not encourage any one to play the part
of the dog in the manger!” But the manger in
that case was filled with water. at a dif-
ference between water and land!

At one time or another the law will fall foul of
economic truth. In such cases it is usually the
worse for economy, which lacks courts to ad-
minister its laws. It was the worse for eco-
nomics in the case of the Barnard placer. In
California, however, the economic law asserted
itself on the water question before there were

any courts except those composed entirely of
laymen. When the law courts finally arrived
at the frontier they found a new legal system
ready made and waiting for judicial recogni-
tion. So, although the new judges were versed
in the old riparian law of England and Mas-
sachusetts, they felt more than hesitancy in ap-
plying book-rules to California miners, whose
convictions were firm and whose sense of justice
was set on a hair-trigger. Therefore the Cali-
fornia judges said, “Courts are bound to take
nbtice of the political and social condition of
the country which they judicially rule,” and
proceeded to write the miners’ customs into the
new common law of the Pacific Coast.

That the venerable founders of the West
made a good law for the water and a bad law
for the land does not pledge us and succeeding
generations to the same economic absurdity.
We now realize that land is of the same stuff
with water, and that, while we need the water.
without the land also we cannot live. We should
therefore take this good law which was created
by necessity, and apply it to all of the earth’s
crust, instead of only to a part.

Revolution or Strike in Winnipeg?
By C. L. Johnson

T the outset of the big strike in Winnipeg,
during the first week of which the daily
newspapers of that city were completely out of
business, there appeared the initial number of
the Strike Bulletin, a four-page daily issued by
the Citizens’ Committee of 1,000, from its head-
quarters in the Winnipeg Board of Trade
building. From the first, the Winnipeg Citizen
kept sounding the keynote of its first issue:

It is to the general ugnblic of Winnipeg that we speak
in stating, without equivocation, that this is not a strike
at all in the ordinary sense of the word. It is Revolution.

It is a serious attempt to overturn British institutions in
this western country and to supplant them with the Rus-
sian Bolshevik system of Soviet rule, Winnipeg, as a
matter of plain fact, is governed by the Central Strike
Committee of the Trades and Labor Council. At a mass
meeting in Victoria Park on Friday, William Ivens, ex-
preacher, a pacifist during the Great War, and now
editor of the Socialist organ in this city, who is the self-
styled dictator of Winnipeg, declared that Winnipeg was
now under Soviet rule. ‘ A storm is about to bteaE,” he
said, “ and this time the lightning is going to strike u

ward, and not down!” Ivens did not mean that the
strike was the “storm ”"—for that had already started.
The “storm ” to which he referred was a determined at-
tempt to dethrone British justice and British institutions
and to establish permanently in their places the dictator-

ship of the Soviet—of the Bolshevik. This does not mean
that the trades-union movement, as such, is a Bolshevik
movement, nor that all the present strikers are Bolshe-
viki. Hundreds, nay, thousands of the men and women
now on strike honestly believe that the strike is a demon-
stration of sympathy for the metal trades workers and
the principle of col ve bargaining.

The Winnipeg strike had a forerunner a year
ago, when the street car, police, fire protection,
telephone, and postal services of Winnipeg were
paralyzed by strike, which lasted less than a
fortnight, during which the citizens of Winni-
peg had a preliminary practice in the work of
organizing themselves as volunteer workers, to
supply these paralyzed public services. It was,
however, to the Calgary convention of extreme
Socialists held in March last that the Citizens’
Committee in Winnipeg this year pointed as the
source and origin of the present general sympa-
thetic strike which began on May 15, and de-
prived the chief city of Western Canada of
street cars, telephones, milk and bread and ice
deliveries, postal service, fire protection, and
everything else needful in the life of the com-
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munity which could be cut off by orders from
the headquarters of organized labor. Not only
was all movement of mail matter in and out of
Winnipeg, and its distribution in Winnipeg,
paralyzed, but the telegraph service also was
paralyzed, only a few operators being allowed
to remain at work to handle death messages and
messages for carrying on of the strike.

For a year and more there had been unprec-
edented activity in Winnipeg in the work of
increasing the membership and strengthening
the organization of the labor unions. How
thoroughly that work has been done was proved
when the general sympathetic strike was called.
Even grave-diggers went out on strike. There
were several hundred bodies in the vaults of the
city cemeteries awaiting interment when the
strike began. The work of digging graves for
them ceased instantly. One of the first issues
of the Winnipeg Citizen contained a strongly
worded resolution of indignant protest passed
by the physicians and surgeons of the city
against abolition of the elevator service in the
office buildings, in which most of them have
their offices, against the cutting off of the ice
supply, not only from private houses but from
hospitals, against the enforced cessation of
milk deliveries, with its dire consequences to in-
fants, and against other features of the general
strike strategy which meant serious depriva-
tion, suffering, and danger to large numbers in
the community.

Of the fire department all that remained on
the job was a force of less than a dozen officers.
The Strike Committee allowed a few men to re-
main at work in the city water works to main-
tain a water service at thirty pounds’ pressure
—enough, it was announced from the Labor
Temple, to keep water flowing in one and two
story buildings. It was not enough for the
safeguarding of the city against fire—to say
nothing of supplying the needs of those of the
Winnipeg proletariat who dwell higher up than
the second stories of apartment buildings. It
may further be noted that one of the first an-
nouncements made by the Strike Committee
was that the policemen had all voted to go on
strike, but in obedience to an order from the
Labor Temple were remaining on duty.

In some respects the planners and managers
of the Winnipeg strike showed remarkable skill ;
especially were they of note in the manner in

which they succeeded in getting a number of the
returned soldiers in Winnipeg to take part in
strike parades. Nobody who has lived in
Canada in the past years can have failed to
know of the attitude of the returned soldier to-
ward the aliens of German origin in Canada.
At the beginning of the strike a general meeting
of the returned soldiers’ organizations in Win-
nipeg passed a resolution expressing sympathy
with the objects of the strike, pledging them-
selves to aid in the preservation of law and
order and declaring that “ after the strike is
settled labor and the returned soldier should
get together and discuss the deportation of the
enemy alien.” And yet in the second weck of
the strike, when parades began to be a daily
feature, some 1,850 returned soldiers marched
at the head of a demonstration whose hinder
portions consisted of thousands of aliens, mostly
Austrians. On the same day nearly 6,000 sol-
diers paraded with banners inscribed : “We Will
Maintain Constituted Authority, Law and Or-
der,” “ Down with the High Cost of Living,”
“ To Hell with the Alien Enemy,” “ Down with
Bolshevism,” “ Deport the Undesirable Alien,”
“ We Stand by Our Elected Government,” and
the like. In a speech to that parade Premier
Norris said of the spokesman of the strikers’
parade the day before: “ Mr. R. E. Bray, the
man who headed the delegation of men who
usurped the right to speak for the returned
soldiers, told me in cold blood yesterday that
he was a Sovietist, and that he was in favor of
the Soviet form of government.”

Adroit strategists as the strikers were,
they made several serious blunders. The first
blunder was on the second day of the strike.
Realizing that the cutting off of deliveries of
milk and bread throughout the city was a mis-
take, they allowed these deliveries to be re-
sumed, with each of the wagons bearing on
either side a placard: “ By permission of the
Strike Committee.” On the same day one of the
orators at a mass meeting of the strikers said
that the seat of the city government had been
moved from the City Hall to the Labor Temple.
Another remarked jocosely that it would not be
necessary to continue taking up subscriptions
for the proposed new Labor Temple to cost
$400,000, as the new Capitol of the province of
Manitoba, in Winnipeg, which is nearing com-
pletion, could be taken over. “ By permission”
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placards had an instant effect in stimulating
the organization of the citizens opposed to the
strike, as the Strike Committee was not slow to
recognize. The placards disappeared on the
third day of the strike.

The volunteer activities of the citizens’ work
to make good the services paralyzed by the
strike increased rapidly in number and in effi-
ciency. Automobile owners especially rallied to
the call of the Citizens’ Committee, and per-
formed a great diversity of necessary work.
Many thousands of citizens enlisted as volun-
teer soldiers and were sworn in as members of
the city regiments; they drilled regularly, and
large numbers of them went into barracks for
training, with a view to whatever service might
be necessary for the preservation of public
order and safety. The military authorities,
with a troop of light horse and several hun-
dreds of men in khaki and an ample supply of
equipment of every sort, made all the necessary

arrangements for dealing with any emergency
that might arise.

Gideon Robertson, Minister of Labor in the
Canadian Government, hastened from Ottawa
to the scene of trouble, made a stay of several
days, and returned to Ottawa. His stay in
Winnipeg was made chiefly notable by a decla-
ration he made, of which these are the important
sentences: “ Events have proved conclusively
that the motive behind the general strike was
for the purposef assuming control and direc-
tion of industrial affairs, also municipal, pro-
vincial and federal activities, so far as they
were being carried on in this city. I have no
hesitation in stating that the One Big Union
movement is the underlying cause of the whole
trouble, and that the Winnipeg general strike
deserves no sympathy from labor organizations
outside.” Mr. Robertson made it plain that, in
his opinion, the One Big Union movement and
the I. W. W. are one and the same thing.

(To de followed by an article from the strikers’ point of view.)

- Struggling Russia

By Jerome Davis

Mr. Davis was secretary of the International Committee of the Y. M. C. A. in Russia for two and @ half
years; he had charge of all the Government relations for the Y. M. C. A. up to October, 1918

T HE campaign of misrepresentation about

Russia shifts from month to month.
First, America was offered the Bolshevik-Ger-
man Agent theory, which was boomed by the
publication of the Sisson documents. This
charge was effectually silenced by Colonel Ray-
mond Robins. Lenine even offered to refuse to
ratify the Brest-Litovsk peace if he could be as-
sured of Allied help. Next came the story of
wholesale killings like the St. Bartholomew mas-
sacre. The facts were that an amnesty instead
of a massacre was proclaimed, and some of us
who were on the ground believe that more were
killed by the White Guard forces than by the
Bolsheviki. Tiring of this charge the press
treated us to the scandalous “Nationalization”
myth; but today William Allen White says,
“ No one now pretends that the story about the
nationalization of women in Russia has any
basis in fact.” The press is now weltering in
tales of starvation and suffering in Bolshevist
Russia. No doubt many of these are true, but
the papers fail to mention that the Allied
blockade and the cordon of hostile bayonets

around Soviet Russia are helping to cause this
very condition.

The fact is that the last Y. M. C. A. Secre-
tary to leave Moscow in December, 1918, says:
“ A woman is safer on the streets of Moscow
at midnight than she is on the streets of London
or New York.” This testimony is further cor-
roborated by Esther White of the Friends’
Unit, who left Petrograd on February 8th.
She has been so disgusted by press reports that
she says, “ The English-speaking press simply
doesn’t want to hear the truth.” She testifies
that soldiers and workmen receive one and one-
half pounds of bread daily, children and office
holders one pound, and every one else one-half
pound. Isaac Don Levine, cabling from Mos-
cow May 19th, is reported as saying, “ Never
in the history of modern Russia has any gov-
ernment had more real authority than the pres-
ent Soviet system.” “Since Admiral Kolchak’s
recent successes the masses have arisen to up-
hold the Soviet Government. The Allies’
blockade of the Baltic has embittered all classes
and augmented the Government’s support.
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Even the blind observer here quickly sees that
a formidable majority of the nation favors the
Soviet Government.” The sooner the Ameri-
can people realize the truth that the Soviet
Government is the only real Russian power, and
that our present blockade policy is strengthen-
ing the Bolsheviki, the better.

According to the French Foreign Minister,
on March 26, 1919, there were 869,000 Allied
troops in Russia. The Bolsheviki were being
attacked by British, French, Japanese, Ger-
mans, Czecho-Slovaks, Rumanians, Italians,
Greeks, Chinese, Turcomans, Punjabis, and
Senegalese. In Northern Russia, embracing
Archangel and Murmansk, Allied and American
soldiers are fighting amid the snow and the ice.
A recent letter from a social worker serving at
the front describes a retreat of our soldier boys,
resembling a panic, in which they lost every-
thing they had to the Bolsheviki. He says the
statement by the official censor at Archangel
that no supplies had been lost was a “lie.”

In Siberia General Graves has appealed to
the troops to be neutral toward all the factions
in Russia. An editorial in the New York
Times thereupon asked why our soldiers were
there. Evidently General Graves is having no
easy time. A dispatch says: * Deserters and
mutineers of the Semenoff and Horvath forces
have appealed to General Graves for protec-
tion, while those remaining loyal to these two
generals also have asked for assistance. General
Graves has intervened only to save unarmed
men from slaughter without provocation.” The
big advances supposed to have been made by
Kolchak are shown in their true light when we
read in a dispatch from Paris, dated May 26th,
that Kolchak forces were thrown heavily back
near Samara toward Ufa. Yet Samara is over
200 miles farther away from Moscow than the
Siberian forces were a year ago. Frederick
Moore, late Captain of Intelligence of the A. E.
F. in Siberia, says, “ Ninety-five per cent. of
the people in Siberia are Bolshevik.”

In Turkestan, one of the largest cotton pro-
ducing areas in the world, and in the Caucasus,
a huge petroleum bed, the Provisional Govern-
ments are largely creations of the British
Army, it is said. They depend for their main-
tenance on Allied bayonets.

In the Ukraine the Bolsheviki were gaining
little headway until the French occupied the

,

country. Now the French have suffered dis-
aster and have had to evacuate even Odessa.
The native population evidently preferred the
Bolsheviki to the French. In the district to-
ward Poland the Bolsheviki are reported to
threaten Vilna.

If you will trace the situation described
above on the map you will see that all around
Soviet Russia there is a cordon of steel bay-
onets being financed and helped by the Allies.
Yet today the Bolsheviki have nearly double the
territory that they had last September and
seem stronger than ever.

A policy now seriously suggested is that of
supplying arms and ammunition to every force
opposing the Bolsheviki and the recognition of
Kolchak. This means that we would help any
General, no matter how bad, like Mannerheim,
for example, who fought with the Germans in
Finland. What does this involve? Turn to
Leslic’s Weekly for February 8, and read that
the Russians who fought the Bolsheviki shot
immediately all Russian and Red Guard leaders
when they took the city of Helsingfors, “and
nearly 2,000 persons were said to have been
executed.” The Y. M. C. A. secretary, who is
opposed to the Bolsheviki, on duty in Kazan
when it was taken by hostile forces, said that
the killing and cruelty practiced was far worse
than anything he had seen under the Bolsheviki.
When, after two months the city was retaken
by the Bolsheviki this same secretary saw no
retaliation, and the order was issued, “Any
soldier who searches a house without a permit
will be shot.”

Would not the policy of giving arms and
ammunition to all who oppose the Bolsheviki
mean the killing of thousands of ignorant peas-
ants and soldiers? Yet, after all the slaughter
was over, how do we know there would be any
better government than before? Perhaps it
would be worse. Kolchak in Siberia has im-
prisoned and exiled the elected members of the
Constitutional Assembly. Kerensky is now
strongly opposed to helping him in any way.
He permits the sale of the awful vodka liquor,
the taxes of which alone in one month ran into
the millions. The Bolsheviki have rigidly en-
forced absolute prohibition. An able American
social worker just returned from Siberia re-
ports, “ The dissatisfaction with the Kolchak
régime is on a rapid increase.” His interpreter
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says, “ The Social Revolutionists are rapidly
going over into the Bolshevik camp rather than
support Kolchak.” Allied men who saw the ac-
tions of the Russian leaders in Harbin said they
would almost have become Bolsheviki them-
selves had they been Russians. One has only to
read the “ Death Train ” in the American Red
Cross Magazine for April to know of horrors
in Siberia far worse than anything I saw or
heard in Bolshevik Russia. F. F. Moore, late
Captain of Intelligence, A. E. F. Siberia, de-
scribes the treatment of some railroad workers
in Siberia. “Exasperated by delays, his Cos-
sack officers would lead out batches of horn
blowers and flog them with iron rods until they
were inert masses of human flesh, bloody and
unconscious on the tracks.”

Why not adopt the only other possible policy

which has not been tried, namely, lifting the
blockade and letting trade go into Russia?
This will place the responsibility on Lenine and
Trotzky. If they are not able to organize in-
dustry and provide food for the people, then
the blame will be theirs. Today, as Alexander
Berkenheim, Vice-President of the All-Russian
Central Union of Consumers’ Societies, says,
the blame is shifted to the Allies because of the
blockade. Yet Mr. Berkenheim was four times
arrested by the Bolsheviki, so he cannot be
prejudiced in their favor. The experience of
every Allied relief organization in Soviet Rus-
sia proves that it is possible to help the Rus-
sian people under the Bolsheviki. Besides lift-
ing the blockade the Allies should permit the
Y. M. C. A,, the Red Cross, and the Friends’
Unit to return to Russia at once.

President Wilson and the
Treaty

From an interview with Mrs. Mary Fels

¢ ¢FTYHE treaty disappoints the hopes and as-

pirations with which we were charged.
But—President Wilson should not be blamed.
Those of us who have supported him on his
record at Princeton, as Governor of New Jer-
sey, and as our President for seven fateful and
terrible years, know that he has fought, and is
still fighting, for our ideals. Where mistakes
are made he will see them and seek to undo
them.

“ Who has for months opposed the imperial-
ism of Italy and delayed the recognition of Kol-
chak because his democracy is questioned? Who
has worked unceasingly to tone down the ex-
pression in the treaty of France’s easily under-
stood feeling of hate? And who is constantly
fighting to preserve and nurture the democratic
aspirations that are springing up all over the
world? Is it Orlando, Clemenceau, or Lloyd
George? Or Senators Lodge or Reed?

“ We radicals and liberals have expected too
much maybe from the Peace Council. No one
can estimate what Mr. Wilson has meant to the
world the last four years. He has sown the
seed of a purified political outlook, not only in
this country but all over the world.

“ The big bankers acknowledge that the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank Act made the financing of
the war possible, and every one knows how the
President had to force it through the Senate.
He prevented war with Mexico, he refused to
agree to the terms of the five-power loan to
China. It was not until he came to the Presi-
dency that the seamen got their bill of rights.
He mobilized the motley opinion of the country
behind the Allies. The idea of a League of
Nations, before Wilson became its champion,
rested in the minds only of a few thousand radi-
cals and members of peace organizations. Now
millions of people look to it gradually to draw
the world together with irresistible moral force.
And who insisted that the League of Nations
Covenant be part of the treaty?

“ President Wilson has inspired the world
with a hope and a faith in a new order. But that
is not all. He has done, and is doing, his part
with the ability and determination of a powerful
practical statesman in putting into effect as
many as possible of our ideals, which are his
ideals. Curiously enough, for doing this prac-
tical thing, for not being content merely to
make his great speeches, his critics chatter
with more or less (usually less) cleverness, and,
on the side, do a little dissecting of the motives
which they attribute to him.

“ Wilson a failure! Though we may feel dis-
appointed by the treaty, instead of criticising
our champion in Paris, whose aims and desires
are ours, and who probably feels as regretful
as we do over many of the adjustments and con-
ditions made—instead of criticising, we should
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support him, sustain him. You remember what
he said in his address at the Lincoln Birthplace
farm in 1916: ¢ The object of democracy is to
translate the constitutions and doctrines of
right and codes of liberty into the life and
action of society, the self-denial and self-sacri-
fice of heroic men and women willing to make
their lives an embodiment of right and service
and enlightened purpose.’ Mr. Wilson is doing
his part of the translating. That is why he
went to Paris, that is why he stays in Paris.

“I can see no reason to question that he has
rigorously maintained his lofty standard of
right and justice in the tremendously difficult
situation abroad, and that when his defense of
the final result is placed before the people of
this country, we will come to realize that as
much as could be or should have been expected
has been achieved, and that President Wilson
is still, as Mr. Zangwill puts it, our President-
Prophet.”

CURRENT THOUGHT

Song
HE bird was sin upon the hill,
And flung his gg‘t‘g Il‘:& the air.
His song was drowned amidst the chill
Of the wild winds whistling there.

The poet sang his sweetest song
Amidst the palace’s bright %lue.

His voice was drowned in the blustering throng
Of courtiers flattering there.

The bird flew down from the mountain height,
And sang into the vale below.

Out of the valley flew the night
Swept by the morning glow.

The poet went into the town,
And sang unto a toiler there.
From the poor man’s heart there passed a frown,
And into it stole a prayer.
—H. 8. West, in the Stratford Journal.

Integral Halves

ERTAIN members of the United States Sen-
ate profess to believe that the League of Na-
tions covenant and the peace treaty should be
separated, leaving the Senate free to adopt the
treaty and reject the League if it wishes to. If
the Senate had the moral right to do so unwise
a thing, the separation might be made, but it has
no such right. The peace treaty is the law per-
taining to certain specified relationships. The
League covenant provides the means for the en-
forcement of that law. The law and the means
of enforcement are each useless without the other.
s~&. gkskill Evening News.

Indispensable Condition of Democracy

EQUAL treatment before the law should be se-
cured for all citizens. Civil justice should in-
clude adequate protection of all life and property;
impartial law and enforcement; proper supervision
of penal institutions; equal accommodations for
equal rates in public places and on common car-
riers; enactment of a qualification suffrage law to_
affect both races alike; the abolition of jimcrow-
ism and lynching. In education the opportunity
of grammar-school training should be given every
normal colored child, and the distribution of school
funds should make possible adequate high-school,
technical, and higher training for qualified colored
students.—Dr. W. 4. Bell, of Atlanta, Georgia.

“Ain’t It Awful?”

T HE Engineering and Mining Journal is horri-

fied at the thought of organized workers
establishing a wage that will permit them to live
in approximate comfort. Listen to the wail of
this publication: “ There is something abhorrent to
the technical graduate in the idea of a union that
has for its main object, or even one of its objects,
the fixing or maintenance of wages. It is incon-
sistent with the popular idea of ‘ every one for him-
self, and the devil take the hindmost,’ or, to put it
in less homely terms, it is inconsistent with the
American idea of independence.” The Engineering
and Mining Journal offers no remedy for this aw-
ful state of affairs, which may extend to profes-
sional men, who are discussing trade union methods
to maintain living standards. This is the reason
for the editor’s ‘‘ we-view-with-alarm ”’ stuff.—
Labor Paper. ’

Birds of a Feather

“W HOSE are the minerals that God put in
the bowels of the earth? Whose the
forests? Whose the lands upon which our cities
are built? Whose the water power? We know
whose they are in the terms of the law, but whose
are they in thc terms of Democracy? We must
rise up and demand that the country belongs to the
people, rather than to the few who bought it up in
times past.”” The above straight bolshevist utter-
ance was made by Louis F. Post, Assistant Sec-
retary of Labor in the Wilson Cabinet, in a public
speech at Seattle, Wash. Eugene V. Debs, who
considers Lenine and Trotzky the world’s greatest
statesmen, and who has recently been sentenced
to ten years in the penitentiary, never uttered any-
thing more favorable to the promotion of bolshe-
vism in this country than the Post utterance. Victor
Berger, who has been sentenced to twenty years
in the penitentiary, could not surpass the Post ut-
terance in support of bolshevism if he tried. Post,
Debs, and Berger are among the principal pro-
moters of public ownership in this country.—Taz-
payers’ Public Service Magasine.
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White Australia and Immigration

T HUS far in Australia we have spent more

and more rapidly every year, but our popu-
lation has increased but slowly. It is anticipated,
by some, that there will be a notable influx of im-
migrants after the declaration of peace, but the
people anxious to leave Europe are not the peo-
ple we welcome here. The migration of Italians,
Croats, Slovaks, Ruthenians, and the many sub-
ject races of Austria and Russia has been ar-
rested by the war. The tide will soon flow again,
but not toward Australia. The United Statcs
will continue to get these immigrants, and will
certainly get the majority of Germans, Austrians,
and Hungarians, whom heavy taxation and un-
certain conditions will drive from their own coun-
tries. There are great schemes of development
arranged for in England, and it is quite unlikely
that the British Government will in future quietly
permit the emigration of thousands of her best
sons and daughters, as she did before the war.
Radical alterations will have to be made here
both in policy and in administration if Australia
hopes to add notably to her population by immi-
gration during the next decade.—Stead’s Review,
Melbourne, Australia,

Red Terror Parallels

T CHITCHERIN recently issued a statement
* that the total number of the executions under
the Bolshevist régime is 8,200, “mostly of bandits
and plunderers.” Tchitcherin also denies the use
of Chinese troops for purposes of repression, and
declares that “the alleged employment of torture
is a pure invention.” The Reuter agency com-
ments that 8,200 executions are apparently con-
sidered as a mere bagatelle by the Soviet Govern-
ment. It is not a bagatelle. It is a terrible total.
But it is insignificant in comparison with the
records of other Governments in the repression
of working class revolts. In 1871 the Govern-
ment of the French Republic shot 84,000 Com-
munist prisoners during a single week. Five thou-
sand workers were shot in Paris in the June days
of 1848. The executions by the Finnish White
Guard after the counter-revolution last year are
said to total 12,500. The Czarist troops at Blag-
ovestehensk in 1900 massacred over 100,000 Chi-
nese. The river Amur was literally choked for days
by the corpses. The total of Stolypin’s victims dur-
ing the suppression of the Russian Revolution of
1905 is unknown. But it certainly numbered hun-
dreds of thousands, and some say over a million
executions took place—The Herald (London).

Queen Mary and the Slums

WE are glad to see from the press that Queen

Mary has been visiting Slumland in Bethnal
Green. We earnestly trust this good-natured in-
terest in the well-being of the poor will not stop

at expressions of sympathy or draw into the slums
crowds of fashionable ladies anxious to obtain a
first-hand glimpse of slum life. The past fifty
years has witnessed many campaigns against slums.
All these have failed to accomplish anything more
than the destruction of some infested areas and the
creation of others. When Queen Mary is able to
go into the matter thoroughly, she will learn that
the hideous condition of Bethnal Green in what is
called the Brady Street area has been well known
for the past fifty years; that the Bishop of London
and a group of men and women connected with
Oxford House called a public meeting on the sub-
ject years ago; that the well-known Socialist par-
son, Stewart Headlam, has called the attention of
the L. C. C. to this plague spot time after time,
and nothing has been done, and the reason is that
the party led by Lord Downham on the L. C. C.
refused to move. From all this she will learn that
vested interests, money-making, rent-collecting are
all of much more importance to the majority of
Borough Councilors and County Councilors than
the preservation of health and life. If she wishes
to become a real social reformer, the Queen must
throw in her lot with those of us who wish houses
to be built for the use of the people and the whole
business of money-making scrapped for good and
all.—The Herald (London).

BOOKS

Bolshevism from the Standpoint of
Democracy

Bolshevism: The Enemy of Political and Industrial
Democracy. By John Spargo. New York:
Harper & Brothers. 1919.

“THE defenders and supporters of the Bol-
sheviki have made much of the fact that
there was very little bloodshed connected with the
successful Bolshevik uprising in Petrograd. That
ought not to be permitted, however, to obscure
the fundamental fact that it was a military coup
d’état, the triumph of brute force over the will of
the vast majority of the people. It was a crime
against democracy.”

This is the keynote of John Spargo’s book, and
it will probably prove the dominating considera-
tion both in any adequate sociological study and in
any historical estimate of political Russia in the
critical months from March, 1917, to the present
time. As an experienced and able exponent and
teacher of socialism and as a worker trained in
union and guild methods, Mr. Spargo is more than
ordinarily qualified to undertake a sympathetic
study of the peculiar conditions and problems char-
acteristic of working class Russia.

Grasping the truth, which ought to be axiomatic
to every philosophical student of history, that-sll
social and industrial freedom must be based in the



= — ]

June 21, 1919

A Journal of Democracy

661

experience and practice of political freedom, Mr.
Spargo gives us a very excellent survey of the de-
velopment of socialism from pre-Marxian times in
Europe and especially in Russia down to the time
of the revolution that brought about the fall of
Csarism. He calls attention to the important fact
that after the attempt at revolution in 1905 the
people had the advantage of contending for their
legal rights when they demanded the vote for their
representatives to the Duma, the legislative pow-
ers of the Duma, the privilege of assembly and
discussion,—all of these concessions having been
written in the law by imperial decree. The war
made it possible for the democratic elements in
. Russia to rally for the establishment of a political
order strictly along the lines of their acknowledged
rights. Even pathetic was the way that to the
last the reformers of the Kerensky group sought
the codperation of the Czar and his supporters.
The revolution accomplished, Kerensky had the
enormous, the impossible task of reconstructing all
the Russias and of staving off the successful war-
fare of arms and lies prosecuted by that archenemy
of democracy, the Emperor of Germany.

The essence of the old order in Russia, as in
Germany and in every imperial tyranny from
Nineveh onward, was the rule by minority. The
Kerensky régime, whatever its faults and weak-
nesses, was unquestionably a government by the
majority. Crude as was its working gear, it was
both in purpose and in action an indubitable de-
mocracy- Possibly Kerensky would have failed in
any event in meeting the unreasonable expectations
of his untrained millions of constituents, and in all
probability he would have had sooner or later to
conclude a disastrous peace with Germany. But
he might have continued and his successor might
have continued a real democracy or attempt at
democracy if it had not been for one serious and
sinister element in the political potpourri. The
peace would not have been the disgrace for all
time,—the cowardly, sordid, treacherous, hypo-
critical farce of Brest-Litovsk meekly playing into
the hands of Russia’s despoilers. The significant
fact to the rational student of the great Russian
crigis is that the Bolsheviki were systematic oppo-
nents of law and order all through the exacting
labors of the Provisional Government, and from the
first deliberately and determinedly plotted and
worked for the overthrow of democratic forms in
the interest of minority rule. A month after the
military coup d’état which destroyed the Provi-
sional Government Lenine wrote: “Just as one hun-
dred and fifty thousand lordly land owners under
Czarism dominated the one hundred and thirty mil-
lions of Russian peasants, so two hundred thousand
members of the Bolshevik party are imposing their
proletarian will on the mass, but this time in the
interest of the latter.”” What tyranny since the
dispersion on the plains of Shinar failed to make
that same boast? It is of the essence of democracy
that the people alone judge what is good for them.

Mr. Spargo proves that the Bolsheviki had as
little respect for industrial democracy as they had
for political democracy. If for the sake of Bol-
shevist power they silenced and slaughtered Men-
sheviki, Socialists, peasant proprietors, bourgeois
merchants and bankers, so with equal readiness
and ruthlessness they silenced and dispersed so-
viets, although formed and elected under Bolshe-
vist provisions. All Bolshevist regulations were
mere scraps of paper as soon as Bolshevist power
could be served by activities of a different trend.
Power was the one sole political and industrial
aim of the leaders of the Bolsheviki, as definitely
and as indefensibly pursued as under the worst
of the imperial rulers in the blackest chapters of
the annals of tyranny.

Not only will the impartial historian always con-
demn the leaders of the Bolsheviki for their se-
ditions and obstructive policy in the days of the
Provisional Government, and the cold-blooded ad-
vantage they took of the exhausted condition of
the people, drained to the limit by the exactions
of the war, and the general difficulties arising from
their ignorance, political inexperience, and intoxi-
cation with freedom; but he will stigmatize in
terms of contempt the numerous cases in which
Lenine and Trotzky turned around and did pre-
cisely the things that they had viciously con-
demned Kerensky for doing or attempting, and
particularly for their course in establishing a real
reign of terror in which they pursued methods and
used reasonings precisely like those that prevailed
under the Czar’s autocracy. In fact, it is impossi-
ble to get away from the conclusion that Bolshe-
vism is a pure and simple dictatorship of force, and
that there is no interior or moral distinction be-
tween it and the dictatorship of the Junker class
in Germany, for example, and that, like all pre-
ceding tyranny its first law is a perpetuating self-
preservation. It has no high idealism in its prin-
ciples; it is a cheap, immediate opportunism in its
policies, and it is wholly autocratic in its processes
of government. We ought to set aside as worthless
for the purposes of criticism the mere gossip and
slander of its enemies. Following along lines sim-
ilar to those of Mr. Spargo, the rational student

. will find enough clear testimony exclusively in the
utterances of the two men, Lenine and Trotzky,
to prove that this experiment in so-called soviet
government in Russia is a political nightmare that
will be banished by the dawn of a true democracy
when that unhappy people awakes to real self-
determining social maturity.

Christianity in the Twentieth Century
In a Day of Social Rebuilding: Lectures on the

Ministry of the Church. By Henry Sloane Cof-
fin. Yale University Press. 1919,

T HESE lectures were given at Yale University
under the Lyman Beecher Lectureship Foun-
dation. The reader of them in book form cannot
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but wonder how they sounded to the audience and
how they were received. The lectures are eight in
number and each contains a full charge of thoughts
for the modern Churchman. The sentences are
crisp enough, and yet there is some disappoint-
ment when the reader of any one of the lectures
turns back and tries to pick out passages that fair-
ly betray the lecturer’s thought. There are sus-
picions of dynamite, but after all in what book,
ancient or modern, religious or secular, can be
found half the dynamite that there is in the Ser-
mon on the Mount? ,

Many readers will probably find the lecture on
the ““ Ministry of Teaching " the most interesting
and stimulating. The author thinks that the
Church has a positive duty in this line for this
modern day. Her teaching must be modern in its
application. “ She has contented herself,” he
says, * with commending industry, thrift, and above
all generosity, which are virtues, although not dis-
tinctly Christian virtues, and she has spoken next
to nothing in condemnation of the unchristian in-
dustrial system on which our present social struc-
ture is built.” Again, “ She must insist that pov-
erty in an earth where an open-handed Father
provides bread enough and to spare is a remedi-
able evil, due to man’s bad management or self-
seeking."” : :

The very title given to the lectures shows that
the author intends to dwell chiefly on the social
side of the Church’s work and duty. * There is a
gospel for society,” he says, * no less than for the
individual.” He is not alone in this emphasis. In
fact, so many religious books of today are insist-
ing on the social side that one might say this is the
modern trend of religious leaders. To such an
extent is this tendency going that the question may
now arise whether there is not danger of going too
far in this direction and losing sight of the fact
which Dr. Coffin himself states in his first lecture,
namely, that ‘ where there is genuine personal
Christianity, however contracted its social outlook,
there is a foundation upon which one can build.”
The point lies in its being genuine.

All such discussion brings to mind the two sides
of religion,—the personal, intimate, subjective side
and the social, outward, objective side. Fifty
years ago virtually all the emphasis of preaching
was on the personal side; today, on the part of a
majority of Church leaders, the emphasis is on the
other side. Of course, it can be a question only of
emphasis, not of conflict. The two sides are com-
plementary. Personal Christianity, with its grace
of peace and comfort and guidance for the in-
dividual soul need not be selfish and will not be if
it is genuine. On the other hand, the Christianity
that practices social service, and the Christianity
that looks to the making of a new * world order,”
can be free from condescension and pharisaism in
its service, and fundamentally constructive in its
economics, only through such of its followers as
have within their souls the inward grace. And so

the author of the lectures says, “ An evangelism
which does not present both aspects of the Gospel
—the corporate and the personal—does justice to
neither and is not the ‘ whole counsel of God.””
The book is worth reading and studying; but the
reader, if not the student, must forgive something
to the style, which is dictatorial in tone, rather than
attractive and persuasive. Such words as there-
fore will not be found in the book except in quo-
tations. James H. DiLrarp.

A Bit of Labor History

Collective Bargaining and Trade Agreements in
the Brewery, Metal, Teaming, and Building .
Trades of San Francisco, California. By Ira B.
Cross, Ph. D. University of California Press.
1918.

THE history of the labor movement in Cali-

fornia is of more than local interest. From
the earliest period of industrial development in
California there has existed a definitely marked
labor movement attempting to bring well organ-
ized and powerful pressure to bear upon the em-
ployer for the purpose of improving the conditions
of labor.

Collective bargaining and the trade agreements
that have resulted in four of the important trades
in San Francisco have been admirably well dis-
cussed by Professor I. B. Cross, of the University
of California, an authority in the field of labor,
in a volume recently published. The history of
trade unionism in San Francisco which in itself
is a unique and important chapter in the labor
history of the United States, forms the first chap-
ter of Dr. Cross’s monograph. Employers’ asso-
ciations, the logical answer to the organized forces
of labor, are then briefly discussed. But the greater
part of the volume consists of an interpretation
and analysis of the various trade agreements ar-
rived at in the brewing, metal, teaming, and build-
ing trades. Speaking of the general aspect of col-
lective bargaining, Professor Cross writes: “Any
survey of industrial relations in San Francisco
would abundantly justify the conclusion that the
experience of the unions and the employes with
collective bargaining based on trade agreements
coincides with that elsewhere. It has been a suc-
cess and as a consequence its use will become in-
creasingly widespread. It represents a step toward
greater industrial democracy, toward giving the
workingman more power and influence in deter-
mining the conditions of the employment contract.
His representatives sit on a basis of equality with
the representatives of his employer and exercise
an equal voting strength in deciding as to wages,
hours, and conditions of work. With the extension
of the use of the joint agreement and the greater
participation by the union in the governing of in-
dustry, there will andoubtedly come a greater re-
sponsibility for the character, skill, and conduct
of the members of the union and the creation of
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better industrial relations between the employer
and the employe.”

Professor Cross has added a valuable chapter
to American labor history and deserves high
praise for the care with which he has studied a
limited, yet highly important phase of the labor
movement. FerLix Fruzoerr.

Somewhat Inadequate

Socialism and American I1deals. By William Starr
Myers. Princeton University Press. 1919.

l'l’ has always been fashionable to thrust the pa-
ternity of the socialistic baby on to the other
fellow. In England Mr. Hyndman was at consid-
erable pains to deny its German fatherhood, main-
taining it to be essentially a British production.
(See his “Historical Basis of Socialism,” Page 4.)
Germans, who opposed the doctrine, styled it
French, and French objectors tagged it Russian.

Mr. Myers, who is Professor of Politics in
Princeton University, declares Socialism un-Ameri-
can on the ground that the Declaration of Indepen-
dence proclaims that among the inalienable rights
is the pursuit (not the gift) of happiness. The
ideal or object of the United States, as he sees it,
is to give equality of opportunity for each indi-
vidual to work out his own salvation in a political,
a moral, or an economic sense. Americanism be-
lieves in public schools and child labor laws, and
not socialistic legislation, in order to help less for-
tunate individuals to help themselves. He finds
in socialism that the essential idea is that the in-
dividual should mentally “lic down and let George
do it,” and he objects to the surreptitious and
secret attempt to foist socialism upon an unsus-
pecting public.

To the end that Mr. Myers’s conception of so-
cialism and what Socialists stand for may be
bronght within measurable reach of the truth, he
is referred to Professor O. D. Skelton’s “Crlhcal
Analysis of Socialism” and “Socialism and Labor”
by the late Rt. Rev. J. L. Spalding, Bishop of
Peoria, neither of which is socialistic propaganda,
but each of which will give him a clear idea of the
subject he so much misunderstands.

Cuas. J. Finagen,

Books Received

of FPree States. By Dwight W. Morrow.
New York: rper & Brothers.

A treatme the fundamental problem of effective co-
mdon whlch appeared in series form in the New York

The BSociet

By Henry James. New York:

A collectionrzi short storles that red originally in
the Atlonuc Monthly and Scridner’s fon
in Reconstruction. B{ Dr. Joaeph Schafer
(l:ld l‘nderlck A. Cleveland. New York: Houghton Mifin
om;
Dlg‘c:a’llonl of numerous reconstruction problems by

Movement for Bud et Rnlom the National and
State meenu 8’ . Willoughby. New
!oﬂ: Apgleton & Co 101

and analytical treatment of the movement
tor bndgetury reform.

!ﬂe‘m Operation. BHenryBHdnu. New
The Mn Company.
Describes the development of eﬂlclen in the operation

of the railway system of the United States as compared
with similar progress in other countries.
Principles of PolUitioal Ecomomy. By Thomas Nixon Car-
ver. New York: Ginn and Company.
Examines this country’'s economic ntrenzth and discusses
in the concluding part various oodtl movements, like Com-
munism, Socialism, Anarchism, Singletax, and Construc-
the Liberalism.

Leadershp. By Lucius E. Wilson, Vice-Presi-
dent of the ’Amerlclm (fty Bzreun New York: The Ameri-

can City Bureau.

e modern r of commerce, the author believes,
is t.he mechanism throu:h which forward-looking men may
do their work for their community.

In ‘Wh ‘ulc“uBy Woodrow Wilson. New York:
H & Brothers.

Addresses es of the President during bis stay
in Europe, inclu the one he delivered on presenting
the League of Nutiou Covenant to the Peace Congress.

NEWS

Labor

—The Swedish Federation of Labor made a
gain of 88,000 members within one year, says a
report from that organization.

—During January, 1919, the prevailing wage
for farm labor in Egypt was forty cents per day.
The pre-war wage was about twelve and one-half
cents per day.

—The police of London, England, voted on the
2d to strike. The result of the balloting showed
44,589 policemen in favor of the strike and only
4,324 against.

—A five-day week for brain workers on the Lon-
don Times has been inaugurated by Lord North-
cliffe. It includes editors, copy readers and re-
porters. The system is to be extended soon to the
Daily Mail and his other daily publications.

—Dispatches from Wellington, New Zealand,
show that with considerably more than 80,000
members of the expeditionary force returned to
the Dominion, only 868 men, according to the
latest statement, were reported to be out of work.

—Approximately 600 delegates, representing a
membership of over 8,000,000 workers in the
United States and Canada, are ready to begin de-
liberations in Atlantic City in what is regarded by
some optimists as the most momentous convention
of the American Federation of Labor.

—Increases of $5 to $15 a month, with overtime
for all work in excess of ten hours, have been
granted 4,500 marine workers, under the terms of
an a ent between the Marine Workers’ Affilia-
tion and New York Boatowners’ Association. Full
recognition of the union also had been granted.

—While Japan is now under the control of the
small business element, according to the Australian
Worker, the working people are becoming more
and more interested in Russian Socialist literature.
The ruling class is anxiously considering how to
deal with unemployment and other economic prob-
lems.
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—DMachinery for dealing with labor affairs on
an international basis will be constructed in Wash-
ington early in October when the first world labor
congress convenes under the provisions of the peace
treaty. Paper plans will then be changed into a
great organization with permanent headquarters
and a standing governing board.

—The seamen’s strike, which has tied up the
coastal trade of Australia and many of the ocean
going steamship lines, continues in spite of the
offers of arbitration made by the employers. The
Commonwealth Labor Arbitration Court has or-
dered a plebiscite among the members of the sea-
men'’s union on the question whether they wish to
continue the strike.

—A federation of all of the Labor unions in the
maritime industry on the Pacific Coast is being
formed. The new organization will include the
Sailors’ Union of the Pacific, the Masters Mates,
and Pilots of the Pacific Coast, the marine engi-
neers, the marine firemen, oilers and watertenders,
and the marine cooks and stewards, all together,
including about 70,000 members.

—The State of Illinois has shown a big decrease
in child labor for the period of the war, according
to Miss Jeannette Bates, assistant attorney-general
of the State, assigned to the department of factory
inspection. The decrease is due to a new law
which provides a strict system of certification for
each child that works. Certificates issued for the
year 1916 to 1917 numbered 27,284.

—In Paris, France, recently representatives of
the Catholic Workmen’s Syndicate met a delega-
tion of the General Labor Confederation to bring
about a union of the two organizations to fight for
labor on the basis of class solidarity. The Cath-
olic delegates refused to work on that basis, but
both organizations will work together for an eight-
hour day, minimum wage, and equal pay for equal
work for women.

—Martin F. Ryan, president of the Brotherhood
of Railroad Carmen, has revoked the charter of
two local unions of that order at Winnipeg, and
a third at Edmonton, on the ground that action of
their members in appropriating money for organiz-
ing the “ one big union” which has led to strikes
now progressing in Western Canada, is a disregard
of union laws. Other heads of international unions
are said to be preparing similar orders affecting
their crafts. '

—The National Board of Farm Organizations,
representing over 8,000,000 farmers in every
State in the Union, asked Congress on the 8th to
provide for the continuance of the United States
Employment Service. The National Grange, num-
bering a million farmer members, has made similar
request. ‘“No labor problem,” it is claimed, “is
more serious than that of supplying adequate farm
labor for the farmers at the points where needed
“nd at the proper time.”

—Under the Sankey award approximately $25,-
000,000 was paid out to the coal miners of Great
Britain by the operators by order of the national
coal controller, as back wages. The back wages
represented an advance of practically 25 cents per
shift worked for employes under sixteen years of
age and of 50 cents per shift for employes over six-
teen years, for more than a three months’ period,
or from January 1 to April 17. Approximately
900,000 coal miners were affected.

—Mexico has secured a number of important
labor laws, according to The Carpenter. Wages
and working conditions were exceedingly bad at
the beginning of the present Mexican administra-
tion. The situation has been remedied by the
enactment of a code of labor laws which at first
seemed drastic, but which are now proving highly
satisfactory. At present workmen take so much
interest in governmental affairs that much of the
legislation proposed is suggested by the labor or-
ganization of Sonora, Vera Cruz, Pueblo, Yucatan,
and other states.

Suffrage

—The Argentina Woman’s Party which was
formed recently is planning a pan-American con-
ference to be held in Buenos Aires in July, 1921, at
which women from North and South American
countries will be present.

—Though women in Canada are enfranchised,
they have not achieved full political or social free-
dom. They are not yet eligible to sit in the Do-
minion Parliament, nor in some of the Provincial
Legislatures, nor to hold municipal offices, nor to
sit on juries, and many magistrates’ benches are
forbidden them.

—The State Department on the 14th notified the
National Woman Suffrage Association that Wis-
consin goes down in history as the first State to
ratify the woman suffrage amendment. On the
10th Illinois (and Michigan unanimously) took
similar action, and on the 16th the New York Leg-
islature passed the amendment without a dissenting
vote, making New York the sixth State to ratify.

—As one of its first acts after winning presi-
dential and municipal suffrage the Knoxville Equal
Suffrage League of Knoxville, Tennessee, has been
formally disbanded and merged into the Non-par-
tisan League of Knoxville, which is composed of
both men and women of voting age. The object
of the new organization, as expressed in the con-

“stitution adopted, is to encourage the study of

municipal government, the investigation of the
qualifications of the candidates for office, and the
educating of voters upon the subject of voting and
good citizenship.

—In Stockholm the greatest number of women
town councilors elected belong to the Liberal
Party, compared with the number of representa-
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tives of this party. Regarding the Stockholm
elections the results arc now exactly known. Fifty
per cent. of all women voters have made use of
their rights there, which, considering the fact that
most of these women were entitled to vote for the
first time, and thus were very little prepared to take
part in public matters, must be regarded as a very
fair result. Fifteen women are now town coun-
cilors in Stockholm. Of these, one Liberal, two
Conservatives, and two Socialists have been re-
turned ; thus there are ten new women members.

—In the course of a speech before the Woman’s
City Club of Boston recently, Charles Pergler,
commissioner of the Czecho-Slovak Republic in the
United States, made this interesting statement:
“In Czech political history of the nineteenth cen-
tury women came into their own. Although sur-
rounded almost wholly by Germans, whose respect
for womanhood is not the highest, we never ac-
cepted the German view. Political equality for
women became very early an axiom among Czech
statesmen and in Czech public life. The Czech
political parties some years ago determined to see
to it that if it was within their power a representa-
tive of Czech womanhood should occupy a seat in
the Diet of the Bohemian Kingdom. The well-
known author, Bozena Vikova Kuneticka, was duly
elected. The Austrian Government refused to per-
mit Mrs. Kuneticka to take her seat. But when
Austria-Hungary was dissolved, and the new in-
dependent Czecho-Slovak Republic erected, Mrs.
Kuneticka took her seat, and is now a member of
the National Assembly of the Czecho-Slovak Re-
public.”

Color Line

—Delegates from twenty States have said they
will attend the tenth anniversary conference of the
National Association for the Advancement of Col-
ored People, representing 100,000 members, which
will be held in Cleveland from June 21 to June 28.
The Southern representatives include Louisiana,
Texas, Georgia, Alabama, Florida, Virginia, Ten-
nessee, North Carolina, and South Carolina.

—The Negress widely known as “Madame”
Walker and accepted as being the richest woman
of her race in America, died in her country home
at Irvington-on-the-Hudson recently. She leaves
more than $1,000,000. She was born fifty-two
years ago in the delta country of Louisiana, was
married when she was seventeen, and, after living
in St. Louis, went to Denver, where she made a
living as a washerwoman. It was there she got
an idea of a hair preparation to take the kink out
of a Negro’s hair. From the sale of that stuff she
made her fortune. Today anti-kink and Madame
Walker are known throughout the colored sections
of America.

—Edmond Turner, representing the Black-
smiths’ Boilermakers and Machinists’ Helpers of

Mobile, Alabama, presented a resolution to the
convention of the American Federation of Labor,
as follows: ‘Resolved, That the annual conven-
tion of the A. F. of L. give the executive board
authority to appoint a colored organizer for the
southern ‘district of Alabama. The colored or-
ganizer shall work in the interest of labor at all
times.” Turner tells a vivid story of how the Ku-
Klux Klan ran Ralph Clemons, who was organiz-
ing the helpers, out of Mobile in the dead of night.
Clemons is still jn New Orlcans because the power
of the federation is not strong enough to protect
him in Mobile.

—Serious race riots, occasioned by the presence
of Negroes brought to Europe from Africa and
other parts of the world during the war as labor
battalions, have occurred at several ports in Eng-
land and Wales recently. They culminated in a
night-long fight on the 11th between Negroes and
white men at Cardiff and Barry Dock. One white
man was killed and numerous whites were wounded.
Boarding houses in the Negro quarter were
stormed, one of them set on fire and others looted.
Negroes armed with revolvers fired on the police
in Liverpool, where similar scenes occurred. The
local authorities have asked for Government aid.
It was announced that as a result of a conference
held between representatives of the Ministry of
Labor and the Lord Mayor of Liverpool and the
Chief of Police of that city it had been decided to
intern Negroes from Africa and other countries
pending their repatriation.

—The Jeanes Fund, for the improvement of
Negro rural schools, cosperated during the session
ending June 80, 1918, with public school superin-
tendents in 209 counties in fourteen States. The
Supervising Industrial Teachers, paid partly by
the counties and partly by the Jeanes Fund, visited
regularly in these counties 5,717 country schools,
making in all 20,908 visits and raising for pur-
poses of school improvement $204,646. The total
amount of salary paid to the supervising teachers
was $65,182, of which the County School authori-
ties paid $25,884, and the Fund $89,848. The
business of these traveling teachers, working un-
der the direction of the county superintendent, is to
introduce into the small country schools simple
home industries; to give talks and lessons on sani-
tation, personal cleanliness, etc.; to encourage the
improvement of school houses and school grounds,
and to conduct gardening clubs and other kinds
of clubs for the betterment of the school and the
neighborhood.

Co-operation
—Consul John W. Dye, Port Elizabeth, South
Africa, reports that toward the close of last year
a conference of fourteen codperative societies of
South Africa was held at Bloemfontein to consider
the formation of a federation of codperative so-
cieties in South Africa. Representatives of the
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new federation have left for England to study
trade conditions and establish headquarters in Lon-
don. It has been considered, and it is hoped that
representatives will also be sent to the United
States.

—~Communities where orcharding is -a leading
farm interest could well emulate the example of
the Garden Valley Apple Growers, of Oregon.
Those enterprising farmers established a coépera-
tive spray plant in 1918 at a cost of $1,500. Al-
lowing for lack of experience, we might not expect
a brilliant showing the first year of operation, yet
that is what happened in Garden Valley. The
plant sold spray under prevailing quotations. It
effected for its members a special saving of sev-
enty-four cents a barrel, for non-members thirty-
four cents, returned at the end of the season in the
form of a rebate, besides selling at a lower price.
It paid eight per cent. on capital stock, and made
various additions to equipment. '

—The British Coéperative Wholesale Society
has landed on the West Coast of Africa and es-
tablished itself there as the biggest trader in na-
tive products. The agents of the private or cor-
porate trading companies have done their best to
repel this invasion of their territory by British
Codperation, with the result that they are them-
selves being squeeszed out, at least so far as the
products traded in by the Codperators are con-
cerned. The British Codperative Movement has
a membership of nearly .4,000,000; it has its own
factories and wholesale societies. The British
Codperative Wholesale Societies have recently
issued a loan of $12,500,000 for the purchase of
land abroad, capable of producing raw material.
The whole of this amount is already subscribed.

Education

—Benjamin Glassberg, the dismissed teacher
of Commercial High School, Brooklyn, addressed
a mass meeting of protest at the Brownsville Labor
Lyceum on the 11th, and called upon his hearers
to overthrow the present school system. He said
that under threats of being discharged teachers
were compelled to give pupils instructions in which
they did not believe.

—An American college in Athens is proposed.
Nicholas G. Kyriakides, president of the Central
Committee of the Unredeemed Greeks, and other
Greek representatives lately in America discussed
the matter with educators here and expressed the
desire of the Greek people to have an American
college established there which would create for
the Greeks the same sort of atmosphere as Roberts
College has created in Constantinople.

—London University has decided to give de-
grees in commerce, and courses leading to them
will be opened by the London School of Economics
probably next September. This school has already
for some years given courses likely to be of special

interest to men and women engaged in commerce
in such subjects as cost accounting, scientific fac-
tory management, and foreign trade and exchanges,
but it is now intended to give much more detailed
attention to business needs.

—On June 1 there was opened in New York
City the Harlem coéperative Preparatory Institute,
organized a few weeks previously by the former
students of privately owned preparatory schools.
Dr. Tildsley , of the Board of Education, aided in
procuring the use of one of the public school build-
ings, where the student codperators will pursue
their studies of evenings. Already three hundred
have enrolled. The object of the school is to pre-
pare students for college entrance examinations.
The tuition fee will be just enough to cover all
expenses. Numerous working class lyceums on
this codperative order have already been estab-
lished in Europe, and a few in this country, to
teach subjects that are neglected by the schools
and colleges controlled by a class that is interested
in not having those subjects taught.

Public Ownership

—A preliminary statement by the Ministry of
Communications of China shows the following re-
turns on revenue and surplus of the Government
Railways for a series of years:

Total Revenue  Surplus
1918, . ciiveeiiineneerannnncanns $56,280,214 $9,671,584
1916. . .cciviiiiieiinencnnnenns 62,761,720 20,726,755
1917, i eiiiiniennncanonnoncncns 68,878,708 21,680,195
1918. ... i iiiiiiiiiieriirenenan 75,689,789  ........

—Delos F. Wilcox advocated public ownership
of street railways in an address before the State
Conference of Mayors in Schenectady, N. Y., on
the 11th. He said the foundation of the electric
traction structure was “rotten” and declared that
the companies were courting permanent ruin by
pursuit of a rate policy that tends to diminish use-
fulness to the most profitable sort of traffic. The
chief defect of the present system, according to
the speaker, was the constant struggle of the pri-
vate operating companies for a bigger capitaliza-
tion or a bigger capital value.

Land Reform

—A number of Singletaxers in New York, New
Jersey and Pennsylvania have called a convention
for the purpose of placing a Presidential candi-
date in the field in 1920. This national convention
will be held in New York, June 28.

—Robert Smillie, president of the Miners’ Fed-
eration, speaking at a demonstration on housing
and unemployment in Glasgow, said that the work-
ers, instead of passing a vote of censure on Mr.
Lloyd George, should pass one on themselves. The
land question, he said, was inextricably mixed up
with the housing problem, and the curse of slums
was caused by private ownership of land. They
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ought as far as possible to build houses on land
owned not privately, but by the people.

—Consul General C. B. Hurst, Barcelona, re-
ports that a royal decree authorizes the munici-
palities of Spain to establish a tax on the increased
value of land situated within their respective juris-
dictions. The Secretary of the Treasury states
that during the past decade the Government has
repeatedly proposed to the Cortes the establish-
ment of this tax. The Government has proceeded
with great moderation in fixing the rate of this
tax, which ranges between 5 and 25 per cent. of
the profits. Supposing the cost of a given piece of
property to be about . $20,000 and selling at
$22,000, the tax would only amount to $100, and
if sold at $30,000 the tax would be $2,500.

Political

—Charges that Basil M. Manly, joint chairman
of the War Labor Board, has been spreading So-
cialist propaganda and promoting Bolshevism,
were made on the 11th at a special session of the
Manufacturers’ Council of New Jersey. A cable-
gram declaring Manly unfit to hold office and de-
manding that his resignation be asked for was sent
to President Wilson.

—Friends of rational immigration laws note
with pleasure the attention given on the 12th by
the House Committee on Immigration to the ex-
planation by the Rev. Sidney L. Gulick of the
legislation proposed by the National Committee
for Constructive Immigration Legislation. Dr.
Gulick was requested to continue in Washington
for further consultation with the Congress com-
mittee.

—The first direct test of the National Non-Par-
tisan League’s industrial program will take place
in North Dakota June 26, when a special referen-
dum election will be held on seven of the League’s
measures passed by the North Dakota Legislature
Interest centers chiefly upon the Industrial Com-
mission bill and the act providing for establish-
ment of the Bank of North Dakota, both of which
are vital to the entire program. The referendum
election was called by Governor Frazier after cir-
-culation of petitions by the Independent Voters’
Association.

Public Order

—Magistrates in New York City were urged on
the 14th by Chief City Magistrate William Mec-
Adoo in a circular letter to punish severely men
wearing the uniform of the United States Army or
Navy if found guilty of criminal action.

—Heretofore it has been illegal to make be-
quests in the United Kingdom for the saying of
masses for the dead. The money so left reverted
back to the estate for the benefit of the next of
kin. The House of Lords has repealed the law.
From now on it is lawful to make such bequests.

~—Telegraphing to the New York Globe from

Peking, William R. Giles asserts: ‘“‘After nearly
three months of travelling in Corea, in which time
I journeyed from the north to the extreme south,
I find that the charges of misgovernment, torture,
and useless slaughter by the Japanese to be sub-
stantially correct.

—Members of the group of Industrial Workers
of the World who have been in jail in Wichita,
Kan., more than a year awaiting trial, and who
succeeded in having the indictments pending
against them in Federal Court quashed, were re-
indicted by a special grand jury on charges of con-
spiracy against the Government. The group con-
tains 52 members, most of whom, were arrested in
the oil fields of Kansas and Oklahoma.

—At a meeting of the National Association of
City Editors recently held in New York, the fol-
lowing resolution was passed: “Resolved, That
the National Association of City Editors, here as-
sembled, believing that the right of a free press,
as guaranteed by the first amendment of our Con-
stitution, should not be abridged, demands that
Postmaster General Burleson immediately restore
these publications to their full rights under the
Constituation.”

—Headed by Archibald E. Stevenson, member
of the Union League Club, a score of troopers from
the State Constabulary raided the headquarters of
the Russian Soviet Bureau, 110 West Fortieth
Street, on the 12th, serving L. C. A. K. Martens,
representative of Soviet Russia in this country,
and his staff with subpoenas and rifling the cor-
respondence and files of the bureau. This Steven-
son, said to be assistant counsel of the Lusk Legis-
lative Investigating Committee, it will be recalled
purported to represent the Military Intelligence
Bureau, and was the author of certain sensational
and frivolous testimony before the Overman Com-
mittee, and his course was disavowed by Secretary
of War Baker.

Transportation

—The Boston Elevated is limping along on an
eight-cent fare, having reported costs of 9.829
cents for every passenger carried in the month of
April.

—The American Trade Commissioner at Lon-
don states that a passenger service of flying boats
is being established between Southampton and the
Isle of Wight.

—The goal of all the ambitions which flying
men have held since the Wright brothers first rose
from the earth in a heavier than air machine was
realized on the 15th, when the young British offi-
cer, Captain John Alcock, and his American navi-
gator, Lieutenant Arthur W. Brown, landed on the
Irish coast after the first nonstop flight across the
Atlantic Ocean. It was a straightaway, cleancut
flight, achieved in 16 hours and 12 minutes, from
Newfoundland to Clifden, Ireland, a distance of
more than 1,900 miles.
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League of Nations

—In a ballot of Yale undergraduates, polled by
the Yale Duaily News, 838 voted for immediate
ratification of the present League of Nations, while
898 opposed it. Of the 898, 256 favored some
other league, while only 42 were recorded as op-
posed to any league.

—Americans will insist on ratification by the
United States Senate of the League of Nations
covenant, according to former President William
H. Taft, who, with other members of the League
to Enforce Peace, returned to New York on the 8th,
after touring fifteen States in behalf of the cove-
nant. .

—President Wilson on the 11th told represen-
tatives of Irish societies in America that he would
do what he could unofficially to bring the Irish
question to the attention of the other peace com-
missioners. Announcement to this effect was made
by Frank P. Walsh and Edward F. Dunne, the
representatives of the Irish-Americans.

—The New York Tribune reports that on Juhe
11, when Colonel Harvey was discussing the
League of Nations at Syracuse University, scores
of men in the audience left the hall before Colonel
Harvey had finished speaking, and gathered on
the campus outside to discuss the speaker’s denun-
ciation of the President.

—Before returning to America after the work
of the Peace Conference is over, Colonel E. M.
House is to visit Geneva, capital of the League of
Nations, to lay the final plans for the erection of
the buildings which will harbor the various offices
of the League. Le Journal says that ground neces-
sary for the installation of the League has been
acquired covering roughly 500 acres and costing
some $8,000,000. It is situated near Lake Geneva.

—Following a nation-wide canvass of the agri-
cultural press on the subject of the ratification
of the League of Nations Covenant in its present
form, the canvasser, Professor W. J. Campbell,
Rural Extension Secretary of the League to En-
force Peace, announced yesterday that he found
an overwhelming proportion of the papers that
circulate in the farming communities favor ratifi-
cation.

—The Social Democratic League of America,
the Socialist organization that supported the war,
issued recently a strong appeal for the Peace
Treaty. Among the leaders of the League, which
takes loyalty to democracy as its foundation prin-
ciple, are Allan L. Benson, Socialist presidential
candidate in 1916; John Spargo, A. M. Simons,
Mrs. Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Charles Edward
Russell, J. G. Phelps Stokes, Frank Bohn, Henry
L. Slobodin, and William English Walling.

—On the 12th, Baron Makino, Japanese dele-
gate, joined President Wilson and Premiers Lloyd
George, Clemenceau and Orlando, and the Coun-
cil, known as the “Big Four,” will hereafter be

styled the “Big Five.” The decision adding Baron
Makino to the Council is explained by the fact
that his Government must be given an opportunity
for full concurrence if full adherence is expected.
His entry into the council meeting necessitated re-
arranging the entire reply, article by article.

—On the 18th it was stated that a portion of
the French press, as well as a certain element of
French politicians, is declaring with some elation
that the allied and associated powers have recog-
nized the Kolchak Government in the usual diplo-
matic and political sense of the word “recogni-
tion.” That is not true. The Council of Four re-
pudiates this interpretation put on its note to the
Russian leader. To say his Government has been
recognized is letting the wish be father to the
thought.

—Lord Robert Cecil, addressing a mass meet-
ing in Albert Hall on the 18th, declared that both
Germany and Russia must be admitted to the
League of Nations. John R. Clynes, Labor leader,
also expressed the hope that Germany would be
admitted. At the conclusion of the meeting, which
opened a campaign in favor of the League of Na-
tions, 10,000 persons stood and pledged them-
selves to support the league. It was held under
the auspices of the League of Nations Union. Vis-
count Grey presided.

Reconstruction

—Amedee J. Casey, editor of the American Coal
Journal, makes it clear that an effort will be made
by the coal interests to put an import duty on fuel
oil brought into this country.

—Straight loans to soldiers and sailors of not
to exceed $5,000 for the purchase of farms has
been proposed to the House Public Lands Com-
mittee by Representative Garner of Texas as a
substitute for Secretary Lane’s project for farms
for service men.

—A dispatch from Swansea says the seriousness
of American competition in the steel, tinplate, and
coal trades is being increasingly felt in England
and Wales. American steel is being offered here
at 80 shillings per ton below Welsh prices and
tinplates 2 shillings per box lower.

—Information received by the Boston Zionist
Bureau indicates that despite Bolshevist opposi-
tion the Zionist organization of Russia has suc-
ceeded in enrolling 600,000 adult Jews in the
movement to establish a commonwealth in Pales-
tine and in organizing a regulated migration to
the Holy Land.

—Determined to forestall at all costs any pos-
sible design of the capitalistic classes to play the
soldiers against the organized workers, with the
object of effecting an ultimate general reduction
of wages, the returned soldiers and trades unionists
of Cape Breton, Canada, are about to unite in what
will be virtually a workmen’s and soldiers’ council.

—The Chinese National League in Calgary,
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Canada, which was placed under a ban several
years ago by an order-in-council which has recently
been canceled, has been reorganizd. The promot-
ers claim that the main object of the league is to
further the advancement of the Chinese at home—
socially, politically, religiously, and economically.

—Dr. Frederick P. Keppel, third assistant sec-
retary of war, will relinquish that position June
80 to take up the duties of director of foreign
operations of the American Red Cross. Dr. Kep-
pel resigned the deanship of Columbia College to
enter the War Department soon after the United
States entered the war.

—British troops (to the number of 1,500) of
General Allenby’s force in Egypt and Palestine,
who returned to Plymouth, England, on the 8th,
after having served at Galipoli and in Mesopotamia,
Palestine, and the Balkans, refused to entrain for
an isolation camp, whither they were being sent
because six cases of suspected small pox had been
discovered during the voyage. The authorities
finally gave way and the men went to demobiliza-
tion centres instead of the isolation camp.

—Sunday, June 22, will be Thrift Sunday.

throughout the United States. In codperation
with the Savings Division of the Treasury Depart-
ment, churches of every denomination will lend
their aid to the national thrift campaign. Pas-
tors of churches have promised to lay before their
people on Thrift Sunday the personal and pa-
triotic reasons for perpetuating the lessons of sane
saving, wise spending, and safe investment which
the American people learned through the self-sacri-
fice imposed by the war.

—Daylight-saving was marked for destruc-
tion on the 12th, when the Senate Committee on
Agriculture unanimously incorporated a provision
in the pending appropriation measure repealing
the existing law, to take effect in October. As the
appropriation bill came from the House no refer-
ence was made to daylight saving. But in the
committee Senator La Follette offered an amend-
ment providing for the immediate repeal of the
law. This repeal becomes effective with the end
of the law’s operation this summer, the last Sun-
day in October.

—The charge that Protestant churches of
America are uniting to conduct religious propa-
ganda in France and Belgium under cover of their
reconstruction work in those countries was made
last night at a dinner given by Archbishop Pat-
rick J. Hayes to 600 Catholic clergy and laity in
the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria. William D. Guthrie,
the principal speaker, said he sympathized with
the French in their feeling toward “those Ameri-
can Protestant organizations which, in dispensing
charity, are seeking to undermine the faith in
Catholic France, and induce Catholic women and
children, the poor widows and orphans of Catholic
heroes, who died for France and Christian civiliza-
tion, to abandon the religion of their fathers.”

Foreign

—Black flags were flown throughout Austria on
the 6th as an expression of the feeling of the pop-
ulation over the peace terms.

—The American Trade Commissioner at Lon-
don reports that the British Government still re-
mains a borrower and will have to go into the
money market to the extent of about $1,500,000,000
during the coming year to make up the gap be-
tween expenditure and taxation.

—DBefore the war China imported large quan-
tities of wheat flour, but in this, as in many other
respects, China has been thrown upon its own re-
sources through the war, and is now developing an
export trade in this commodity. In 1917 China
exported 500,000 barrels of flour, half of which
went to Russia.

—Lord Cowdray’s search for oil in England has
been successful, oil of fine quality being struck at
Chesterfield, Derbyshire, at a depth of 8,000 feet.
The oil rose to a height of 50 feet, according to
press despatches. This work has been done by
Lord Cowdray’s firm as agents of the government
and promiscuous boring has been prohibited.

—President Porras of Panama has appointed
a committee of public officials and journalists to
arrange for the 400th anniversary of the founding
of the City of Panama, which occurred on August
15, 1519. Panama is said to be the oldest Euro-
pean settlement in the New World. August 15 °
also will be the fifth anniversary of the opening
of the Panama Canal.

—The Mexican Treasury Department, as a re-
sult of numerous references to Mexico’s national
debt recently in the United States and Mexico, has
furnished a statement to the press showing that on
June 80 the debt will total 529,572,085 pesos. This
is made up of an internal debt of 188,795,550 and
an external debt of 286,944,251 pesos and the in-
terest due on both debts.

—The New Zealand Government is considering
the advisability of subsidising the flour millers, the
purpose being to prevent a rise in the price of
bread. The proposal is welcomed by the millers,
but the public is critical. The amount of the pro-
posed subsidy for one year would purchase almost
all the machinery required to grind flour for the
population.

—A new commercial scheme of the Mexican
Government is the sending of a commercial attaché
to South American countries fully equipped to talk
Mexican commerce and petroleum opportunities.
Such an attaché paid an extensive and studious
visit to the oil fields surrounding Tampico and,
after gathering useful data on the petroleum in-
dustry of Mexico, left for the interior to complete
his mission of finding statistics to push this coun-
try’s natural and industrial resources throughout
the Latin-American republics.
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