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THE ONLY

POSSIBLE PEACE

By FREDERIC C. HOWE

“ The Only Possible Peace ” is a

characteristic Howe book. In it

Mr. Howe views the war as a

struggle for imperial and economic

domination, and discusses peace

possibilities from this angle.

He describes the dream of the

Bagdad railway, the power and

methods of the Deutsche bank;

sketches the economic develop

ment of Germany and the rise and

downfall of the industrial imper

ialistic classes in Germany and the

sinister power of these same

classes in other countries.

He shows that the road to a

durable peace will come by the

ending of the economic exploita

tion and conquests of small or

weak nations.

CONTENTS: The Old World and

the New Economic Internationalisrn,

Imperialism, The Heart of the War,

The Birth of German Imperialism,

Economic Penetration Into Turkey,

Berlin to Bagdad, The Bagdad Rail

way Concessions, The Oriental Rail

way and the Royal Road to the

Orient, World Empire, The Deutsche

Bank and Financial Imperialism, Con

flicts of High Finance, The Economic

Conquest of Europe, The Dream of

Empire. _

In some respects this book shows

the signs of haste, but the facts

given in it will be extraordinarily

helpful to those who are studying

the problems of an enduring peace.

Price $1.50

THE HENRY GEORGE BOOK SHOP

122 East 37th St. New York

 

 

The Public

A Joumal of Democracy

 

March 1, 1919
 

Contents

Editorial Notes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 195

Japan on Trial . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 198

Fair Play for Russia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 199

Rising Rent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200

A Society of Nations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 201

The Chicago Elections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 201

New Wine in Old Bottles . . . . . . . . . . . .. 202

Alexander I and the President . . . . . . . . . . 203

Is Japan a -Dynastic State? David

Starr J’ordan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 205

End the Senate or Mend It, Victor S.

Yarros . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 207

Dr. Rosa Luxemburg, S. Zemared . . . . .. 208

Wages and Wars, Arland S. Weeks . . . . . . 210

America Shall Not Fail the \Vorld . . . . . . 211

Current Thought. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 212

Correspondence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 213

Books . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 214

News . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 217

 

Founded and Edited, 1898-1913, by Lows F. Pear and

Able: 'l‘rucnna Posr

Ent'roas:

STOUGHTON COOLEY MRS. JOSEPH FELS

LITERARY AND ans EDITOR: F. C. EBY

PUBLISBIB AND Manama EDITOR: STANLEY BOWMAR

Published Weekly by

TH! Psauc PUBLISHING COMPANY, Inc.

122 East Thirty-seventh Street, New York City

Single Copy, Ten Cents

Canadian, $2.50

Yearly Subscription, $2.00

Foreign, $3.00

Entered as Second-Class Matter January 11, 1917, at the

Post Oflice at New York, N. Y., under the Act of March 3, 1879

 
 

To understand WORLD POLITICS read:

The Aims of Labour by Arthur Henderson, M. P.

($1.00).

Ireland: A Study in Nationalism by Francis Hackett.

($200)

Jean Jaurés by Margaret Pease. ($1.00).

How Diplomats Make War by Francis Neilson. ($1.50).

Young India by Lajpat Rai. ($1.50).

B. W. HUEBSCH Publisher NEW YORK



THE

PUBLIC

A Journal ofDemocracy

 

Volume XXII New York, N. Y., March 1, 1919 Number 1091

‘ ‘ EUROPE of settled peace and justified

hope!” How splendid the vision.

America saved from entangling alliances of or

with exploiters monarchically intent—not by

the distance of ocean spaces, not by a seclu

sive and exclusive Chinese wall of militarism;

but by the presence and power of American

ideals in the constituted law of the nations of

the world.

TO the most superficial it ought now to be

clear how wise the President was when be

fore the last election, with his customary frank

ness in times of crisis, he requested the country

to support his policy abroad by returning a

Democratic Congress. Not because the per

sonnel or legislative acumen of the House or

Senate would be improved. The nominations

were all in and the candidates were lined up.

The drab personalities, the mediocre abilities on

both sides were as usual. But such a vote would

have meant the assertion of the people: “ We

want the League of Nations along the lines

proposed by the President.” When every irre

sponsible scapboxer had full scope to do his

utmost in molding the popular vote, it was

surely not only right but fine for the man who

saw most clearly the need of the hour to point

the way and throw the responsibility on the

people. Senators Poindexter, Borah, and Reed

have proved how absolutely right the President

was.

EACTIONARY and self-seeking legisla

tors of both parties have interpreted the

selection of the incoming Congress as a repudia

tion of the President’s world mission. And Ex—

President Taft is starting a nation-wide cam

paign to persuade the American people to undo

their temporary foolishness and impress on

Congress the paramount truth that the nation

is unqualifiedly behind the President and the

League of Nations. Left to himself, Mr. Taft

would never have been among the leaders in

the election movement against the President.

As for the discounted trinity of Senators just

mentioned, they had a cumiing notion that in

making their speeches of opposition after the

President’s explanation they would—to borrow

a bit of slang—look like thirty cents. They

have succeeded in making themselves both look

and feel like a composite lead nickel.

OW petty the politicians look when con—

trasted with the statesman. How insig

nificant the Reeds and the Shermans of the Sen

ate; how wrong-headed the Johnsons and the

Borahs; how stupid the Lodges and the Pen

roses when compared with the President. But

fortune has placed them in high place and put

in their hands great power for mischief. Thirty

three of their kind can undo the work of the

world. It is well that they are met with such

an opponent as President Wilson, who has

caught the new spirit, who has voiced the new

ideal, and who has won the attention of the

people of the world. Had there been a doubt

in the heart of any advocate of a league of na~

tions it must have been removed by the Presi

dent’s ringing speech at Boston. Boldly he ac

cepts the challenge of his opponents, and fear

lessly he sounds the advance that will sweep

them from the field.

NYTHING to beat Wilson is now the cry.

Though he returns from Europe with

the plaudits of the world ringing in his ears

and the greetings of his fellow-countrymen at
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home, there are some who, Judas—like, flout the

opinion of mankind for the sake of gaining a

personal advantage in the coming Presidential

campaign. It is one of the anomalies of poli

tics that the militant sufi'ragettes, in their

eagerness to confirm the charge that they are

aiding the Republicans, persist in nagging the

President, who has done so much for their cause,

while ignoring Senator Lodge, who has done all

he can to oppose suffrage. But the popularity

of President-baiting is on the wane. Mr. VVil

son won a great success while abroad, and the

campaign of 1920 is still too far in the future

to blind whole-hearted Americans to the merits

of present achievement. Men and women mad

with ambition, or filled with spitefulness, may

continue to make spectacles of themselves, but

the people of America will be as quick as the

people of Europe to recognize real worth.

ENATOR BORAH and Senator Fall, in

refusing to attend the \Vhite House din

ner with other members of the House and Sen

ate Foreign Relations Committees for the pur

pose of discussing the League of Nations, have

outdone the Scotchman who said he was open

to conviction but would like to see the man that

could convict him. The Senators propose to

take no chances. One might have a certain ad

miration for their boldness in ignoring the

obvious and attempting to render themselves

immune to logic; but the question arises as to

how they are to prevent the President from

carrying ofi’ their constituents. The old school

diplomats of Europe and this country thought

to secure an old-school peace settlement, but

the President appealed to their people. And

when the people responded to his appeals the

diplomats saw a new light. Senator Borah

and Senator Fall are displaying the same kind

of courage that led the bull to charge the

locomotive—and they are likely to achieve a

similar result.

SSASSINATION is the poorest of all the

forms of propaganda. It is not apparent

that the killing of a man in public life ever

served the purpose intended. The political

assassin is merely one member of society seek—

ing by means of violence an end sought by many

others through peaceful means. If he could

hold his hand a little longer, the orderly process

The Public Twenty-second Year

would work itself out; but by striking down

the objectionable official he drives away those

who would have been his friends, and solidifies

the opposing forces. The man who sought to

befriend the South by slaying Lincoln re—

moved her best friend. The man who tried to

aid Serbia by killing the Archduke of Austria

laid the world desolate, and the man who shot

Premier Clemenceau has put in the hands of

the old régi'mc throughout the world another

incentive for hounding agitators, increasing

police surveillance, and subjecting innocent

people to needless suspicion. The anarchist

should be convinced not alone that assassina

tion is dangerous, but that it is useless and

delays the very reforms that it seeks.

NARCHY is a sort of individual Prus

sianism. It is an attempt to mold so

ciety by force instead of by reason. Like

Prussianism it seeks by means of terrorism to

frighten people into doing what they cannot

be gotten otherwise to do. And just as the

Prussians with all their frightfulness of Zeppe

lins, U-boats, gas, liquid fire, and Big Berthas

could not terrorize the world, but rather united

it in self-defense, so the man who assassinates

public officials not only does not frighten gov

ernments, but compels society to exterminate

the assassin. And just as the assassin cannot

frighten society, so society cannot frighten

him; and any attempt to stamp out anarchy by

means of severity of punishment will fail. It

is not by killing anarchists that we shall rid

society of them, but rather by showing them

that their efforts defeat the very purpose they

intend. The value of human life, either of the

assassin or the victim, is as nothing to them if

the cause for which they stand is advanced; but

if they should be shown that the cause not only

is not advanced, but is retarded by their act,

they would ultimately abandon the philosophy

of violence.

IT would seem to be necessary for a college

professor in a mining State to be as careful

in choosing sides in discussing taxation as it

was in slave States before the Civil War in dis

cussing personal liberty. Dr. Louis Levine,

professor of economics of the State University

of Montana, appears to have been so intent

upon gathering data for his monograph, “ The
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Taxation of Mines in Montana,” that he

neglected to keep an eye on the mine owners.

And having made the mistake of supposing a

State university belonged to the people of the

State, and that in directing his efforts toward

the interests of the people he was serving his

employers, he now finds himself suspended by

a Chancellor who had kept his eye upon the real

owners of the university, the mine owners. The

net result of Dr. Levine’s carefully prepared

little book is: first, that the Anaconda Copper

Mining Company is not paying its just share

of taxes; second, that the obsequious Chan

cellor suspended him; and, third, that members

of the faculty of the University of Montana

may teach the truth about anything but taxa—

tion.

HEN the taxation of land values became

a part of the reconstruction program of

the American Federation of Labor and of the

American Labor Party, its real significance

seems to have escaped attention. America was

the last of the English-speaking countries to

wheel into line, Canadian Labor having officially

adopted it on September 21, 1918. Great

Britain, Australia, and New Zealand were al

ready lined up. Elbert Hubbard used to say

that when Socialism came, the Republican party

would give it to usr—which was merely Hub—

bard’s way of saying that propaganda was one

thing and practical action another. For years

Singletax John the Baptists without number

have cried in the wilderness, and apparently

without result. Of late years most of them

have been skeptical of labor in particular. This

skepticism will probably continue in spite of the

indorsements, because there is coupled with the

taxation of land Values the taxation of incomes,

inheritances, and excess profits. Nevertheless,

the orthodox need not be pessimistic. Great

movements are never orthodox. They are quite

human—which is one of the principal causes of

their success.

INTERNATIONAL control of child labor

is hinted at in Article 20 of the Covenant

0f the League of Nations. It would seem that

the method in the minds of the founders of the

League is the prohibition of international ship

ments of products made under unfair labor con

ditions. This is the same method by which it

was hoped to control the evil within the United

States. The recent Child Labor Law prohib—

ited the interstate shipment of the products of

child labor, but the Supreme Court held that

the law was unconstitutional. If international

measures are adopted we may yet live to see

the Chinese workingman in Canton or Peking

congratulating himself that international law

protects him from competition with cheap

American child labor. The serious results of

the nullification of our own law by the Supreme

Court are already shown in the enormous in

crease in the employment of children. Federal

inspectors have found many employers now em—

ploying child labor who had never before

done so.

AST year the number of boys of 15 and

16 and girls between 16 and 18 entering

employment for the first time increased 35 per

cent, with a corresponding decrease in the

school records. There is a 25 per cent in

crease in the juvenile delinquency in courts,

and the offenses for which children are brought

into court are more serious. The effect of

long hours upon children cannot be ignored. In

North Carolina, for instance, hundreds of chil

dren under 14 were immediately set to work

on a sixty-hour week. Children all the Way

from 5 to 14 years of age have been found

employed by representatives of the Children’s

Bureau. It is necessary that summary action

be taken by the United States, for the States

themselves have proved hopelessly unable to

cope with the situation. In twenty—four States

it is perfectly legal to work children of 14 more

than 8 hours a day. The eleven-hour day for

children is common in the United States. This

is not a State problem. We have essentially

the same conflict between industries based upon

child labor and adult labor, that we had be

tween industries operated by slave labor and

free labor. They cannot exist side by side.

One or the other must go.

ERE man has received another jolt. The

proposal to amend the New York consti

tution in order to give preference to veterans

of the Spanish and the World war in the ap

pointment to Civil Service positions, has re—

sulted in a strange and unexpected develop—

ment. As there are about 170,000 Civil Service
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positions in the State, and New York’s quota of

\Vorld War veterans is possibly twice that num

ber, they can snugly fill all the positions. That

would have been well enough in the good old

days of man-rule, but a new order has come.

Woman new votes, and as a woman’s vote

counts as much as a man’s vote, the politician

pauses before locking the door against all

women seeking political preferment. Formerly

woman could be denied official recognition be

cause she could not fight, but the present war

demonstrated that she was no less necessary

than the man in the trench; and what is more

to the point, she has the power to punish any

politician who does not believe it.

EWARDING soldiers by appointing them

to civil office regardless of fitness is alto

gether indefensible, and has had no small part

in reducing the efficiency of public service. The

relation between the Government and the soldier

should remain entirely distinct from the rela

tion between the Government and the citizen.

To appoint men to office merely because they

carried a gun will have the same depressing in—

fluence upon government efiiciency as appoint

ing a man to office because he carried his pre

cinct. Whatever gratitude the country feels to

ward those who haVe served it in the army and

navy should be shown by other means than

putting them where they will be of no credit

to themselves and of little service to their

country. Government is daily assuming larger

proportions in the life of the people. If re

sponsibilities are likely to increase indefinitely,

it is all the more important that its efficiency

be developed to the highest possible point. Not

only would it be unfair to exclude the women

from public office, but it would be very short

sighted. For, it has already been demonstrated

that women have a distinct contribution to

make toward the conduct of public affairs, and

they should have the utmost freedom to express

themselves.

HE distillers want popular referendums on

the liquor question in thirteen States—

including two or three where the people have

already voted the State dry. Verily, tempus

fugit. One can remember when the distillers

were not so virtuous. The National Popular

Government League could testify that there

are a good number of States where the Initia

tive and Referendum would have been adopted

but for the wet vote in the Legislatures. How

ever, no one will be harsh enough to attribute

the conversion of the distillers to anything but

zeal for democracy. Nobody, says the proverb,

has any use for a baby or a monopoly until he

has one of his own. By the same token, it may

be that no one appreciates democratic govern—

ment until he has been pinched by autocratic

machinery. However that may be, at least half

of the States where the distillers ask for 8. ref

erendum have no referendum machinery, and

the distillers are to blame for the lack of it.

Japan on Trial

ROFESSOR VEBLEN in a virile treat

ment of “imperialism ” in the early days

of the war, after showing the necessity of civ

ilization’s relieving itself of the incubus of im

perial Germany, summed up his estimate of

Japan as a political factor in the sentence:

“ And then, with imperial Germany supposedly

eliminated or pacified, there would still remain

the Japanese establishment, to which all the

arguments pertinent in the case of Germany

will apply without abatement; except that, at

least hitherto, the dynastic statesmen of Japan

have not had the disposal of so massive a body

of resources, in population, industry, or raw

materials.” Now that the war is over, and

peace is the theme of all nations, Prince Fumi—

naro Konoye, in Tokio, is represented as

“ strongly objecting to a peace based on Anglo—

American principles and interests.” This rep

resentative of the younger Japan admits that

democracy and respect for the interests of man

kind will gain ascendency after peace is fully

established, and that his country will be affected

by this trend of thought. He urges, however,

that Japan, before entering a League of Na

tions, should “insist upon the exclusion of

economic imperialism and equal treatment of

the yellow and white races.” Here this intelli

gent student of world politics places his finger

on the two critical points in the coming rela

tions between the East and the West. Prelim—

inary to any final settlement of the question of

economic imperialism, which will profoundly

affect the destiny of Japan from without, the

world will be interested in the struggle between
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democracy and political imperialism as affect—

ing Japan from within.

Historically, of course, Japan has anage

long heredity of autocracy, her emperors

springing lineally from the loins of the gods,

which is a fact of some importance when we

remember that only a very limited part of the

people have the franchise. There is but one way

for a people to grow out of autocratic habits

of mind whether of domination or of sequacity,

and that is through democratic education.

Democratic education is impossible without ex

perience in self-government.

Therefore it is perhaps unfortunate for

Japan that when she decided to occidentalize

she did not go to school to America rather than

to England. The Briton gives only a divided

allegiance to democracy even in politics, while

in the social domain the rejection of caste is to

be construed wholly in a Pickwickian sense.

The lurid, oriental brand of imperialism ex

ploited by Disraeli, for example, hardly urged

Japan very far along the road toward republi—

can ideals. Hence we have little reason to be

surprised that, with her constitutional mon

archy borrowed from England, Japan readily

fell a victim to the smart and swagger theories

of Germany. If she would make the West re

spect her, let her go to war; if she did go

to war, let her cut Russia’s throat first and

make her declaration of belligerency afterward.

Japan has learned Western ways like an un—

commonly clever youngster, and like all pre—

cocious pupils she has learned much that she

may well forget. Her friends would like to

see her get some other line of ambition than

that of creating “spheres of influence” in

China, Manchuria, Siberia, and the islands of

the sea. Narrowness of domain is no valid

excuse for imperial acquisitiveness. In a civi—

lized world a nation’s children can make homes

for themselves in other lands without their Gov

ernment toddling after them. This was one

of the Kaiser’s maniacal dreams; he thought he

could reach across the Atlantic and keep his

departed Germans more German than Amer

ican.

But Japan is still young and can readily

learn a better Way. Let her espouse the League

of Nations with all her heart, and let her insist

upon democratic equality for all national

groups, including her own, and then she will

not only shine in interior excellence by right

of her success in self-government, but she will

in turn be the great teacher and exemplar of

the Orient, like an elder brother leading the

awaking peoples into the peace and prosperity

of a united family of nations.

Fair Play for Russia

NE fact in regard to Russia has been es

tablished beyond a doubt: The false re—

ports coming out of that unhappy country are

matched by the misrepresentations from the

outside. It has long been apparent from the

contradictions in the reports from Russia that

some of them must necessarily be false. But it

is now evident that critics in this country who

pretend to interpret events are guilty of gross

unfairness. The New York Times has played

up sensational reports in a way that conveys

a wrong impression of the situation. On the

18th the New York Tribune had a display head

ing on the front page reading: “ Soviet Plan

of Forced Free Love; Two Decrees for Nation

alization of Women Given to Overman Commit—

tee; Children State Owned.” And the Globe of

the same day devoted its leading editorial to

exploiting this, together with similar reports,

as evidence of the depravity of the Bolsheviki.

Many persons read only the headlines of long

dispatches, others are not discriminating, and

lack technical knowledge or specific informa—

tion that would enable them to judge the im~

portance of these alleged decrees even if taken

as reported. Russia is a very large country

both in area and population. The decrees in

question that have been so eagerly exploited

come from two cities, and those not of the

first class. It might have been said at one time

that the United States was a free-love nation

because of the Oneida community, or that

it was a bigamist nation because of the

Mormons in Utah, or a lawless nation

because it lynched an average of one hun—

dred persons annually for twenty years, or

a nation of savages because mobs burnt men

alive at the stake. If the Russian press were

to play up these things as the Times, Tribune,

Globe, and other newspapers have exploited the

things that are a discredit to Russia, the people

there might easily think us all that our most

conservative-minded think the Russians.
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The things that are now written with such

assurance appear really to have no more basis

of fact than the reports that have appeared

from time to time during the past year, when

we were told that the tottering government of

the Bolsheviki would fall in a few days, that

industry was at a stand and food in the cities

gone, that starvation would annihilate govern

ment and people in a few weeks, that a handful

of Allied troops entering the country from

the north or from the east would be welcomed

with open armshand serve as a nucleus for a

great army. “But these things have not hap

pened; and since they evidently were false, there

is no knowing how many of the others are false.

Not only is this bad reporting and senseless

comment evil in their effects as regards Russia,

but they tend to discredit the press in other re—

spects. The people are dependent upon the

press for information and news. Whatever dis

credits its reliability will weaken the faith of

the people in it, and render them the more ready

victims of adventurers and demagogues. Russia

is entitled to fair play and a free field. If we

cannot help, we should do as little as possible

to hinder.

Rlsmg Rent

OUSING is no longer a question for muni

tion workers or shipyard employers; it

is a universal question. House rents have taken

a sharp advance, and the burden upon tenants

has become so serious that governments are try—

ing to devise means of relief.

It is but natural that lack of building during

the war should have resulted in a scarcity of

houses. What now mystifies people, however,

is the fact that building does not go forward

with a rush. But builders declare that the cost

of building is prohibitive. To meet this con

dition public-spirited men and officials in Cleve

land, Ohio, have entered into an agreement by

which they will forego a part or all of their

profits in order that building may begin. New

York real estate men are struggling with the

same problem.

Allan Robinson, president of the City and

Suburban Homes Company, estimates that the

cost of building is about onethird above nor

mal, and suggests that the city exempt for

eleven years all improvements erected within

the next thirty months. That amount, he fig

ures, would equal the one-third excess cost of

building at the present time.

But neither the Cleveland plan nor that of

the New York real estate dealers makes any

provision for cheaper land upon which to build.

Labor is expected to take less wages, capital

to be content with lower interest, and material

men to accept lower prices, but the owners of

vacant land exact their pound of flesh. The

utter failure of real estate men to grasp the

real situation is illustrated by the naive indorse

ment of the Evening Post’s real estate editor,

who quotes with approval the proposal of one

owner of vacant land as saying that he “ cannot

understand why, with vacant property next to

useless because one is prevented from making

improvements, some allowance or rebate in tax

ation is not made while the preventative com

binations are in operation.”

The plain fact of the whole matter is, and

this fact must be grasped before any headway

can be made, that taxation, housing, industry,

everything must be subordinated to the inter—

ests of the man who is holding idle a piece of

land that he will neither use himself nor per

mit others to use. Because he cannot get the

price he has set his heart upon, he has the im

pudence to ask the city to reduce his tax, to

make a temporary exemption of taxes on im

provements, or to have the national government

lend money for improvements at a lower rate of

interest. All such plans are worse than use

less. They not only postpone the day of reck

oning, but they increase the amount of the

penalty to be paid in the end.

Owners of vacant land cannot realize too

soon that they are morally entitled to abso—

lutely no gain from their holdings. All the

value that attaches to vacant land is due to

the growth of the community about it. It pro~

duces no wealth; it would have no value except

for the services government and society are

ready to render the occupant. That annual

value is going to waste while the owners allow

the land to remain idle. It is the right and the

duty of society to take that annual value in the

form of taxes, regardless of whether the owner

uses it, or allows it to stand idle. Let Mr.

Robinson make his eleven-year exemption of

improvements perpetual, and add to it the per—

petual collection of the annual value of the land.



March 1, 1919 201A Journal of Democracy

and the building problem will be solved. It is

not necessary for wages to come down, nor for

building material to sell at less than a reason—

able profit. All that is needed is to destroy the

speculative value in vacant land. And what is

true of house-building is true of all produc

tion. The only permanent relief from present

conditions is to be had by untaxing industry,

and taking for public use the annual value of

the bare land.

A Society of Nations

0 man and no set of men could form a

constitution of a league of nations that

would meet with universal approval. There

would ever be extremists to declare on the

one hand, that it went too far, and on the other,

that it did not go far enough, that it lacked

power to enforce its own decrees, that it had

so much power that it would overshadow the

sovereignty of the separate states, that it would

fall apart of its own weight, and that'it would

destroy all wholesome national feeling.

Who can say whether the present draft of the

league of nations would be better if given less

or greater power? And since no one can say

with certainty, and as critics themselves can

not agree, why should there be so much con

cern over their objections? Time and experi

ence alone will demonstrate the final form. All

that is now possible is to make a beginning.

No one need consider the plan a failure, no

matter how much it departs from what he

thinks it should be. The prime essential is to

make a beginning; that done, it will merely be

a question of keeping on, changing, amending,

and building as experience shows what to do

and what to leave undone. Law is the formal

expression of the organized consensus of public

opinion. To extend formal agreements of dip

lomats beyond public opinion will be irritating,

and will compel modification; whereas, if the

formal expression fall short of what public

opinion approves, it will be brought up to date

by amendments.

As all depends in the last analysis on the

opinion of mankind, the all-important thing

now is to make a beginning. The success of

President Wilson at Paris is not measured by

the kind of league of nations formed, nor by the

literal agreement on the fourteen points, but

by the fact that all the nations there assembled

have agreed to bind themselves together for a

mutual and laudable purpose.

It is now apparent that without America’s

restraining presence at the peace table the

result would have been far different. With

Great Britain demanding full indemnity for all

her war expenditures, with France claiming

the Rhine as her eastern boundary, and Italy

calling for an Italian Adriatic, seeds would have

been sown for a thousand wars. But with the

restraint that America has brought to bear,

and her manifest disinterestedness, relations be

tween victor and vanquished will be made tol

erable, and the mutual association of a society

of nations will tend toward that better under—

standing that will ultimately lead to full accord.

The one thing needful for Americans at this

time is to divest themselves of all petty feeling

that has its origin in political rivalries, and

have recourse to that fine spirit of self-sacri

fice that made our part in the war possible.

Too many victories have led to defeat, too

many peace treaties have caused later wars.

Permanent peace will be possible only upon a

basis of mutual concession. As the individual

foregoes personal rights in order to enjoy the

greater social liberty, so nations must concede

the small national privileges in order to enjoy

the freedom of the world.

The Chicago Elections

HICAGO is excited over her mayoralty

election. Chicago generally is. Political

excitement is a habit in the Windy City, where

politics is liable to suffer from violence, corrup

tion, or any other cause but apathy.

The primary elections will be held next week,

and there is a serious fight in each party. The

struggle will not end with the primaries, for

Chicago has an enormous independent vote. In

side of a single year the Democratic plurality

of 40,000 has been changed to a Republican

majority of 150,000, and back to a Democratic

plurality of 35,000. The storm center in the

Republican Party is the present Mayor, Wil

liam Hale Thompson. He was elected four

years ago by the greatest majority ever given

to any candidate for political office in Chicago.

At the time all the newspapers were against

him, and they are all against him now. The



202 Twenty-second YearThe Public

 
  

election, however, was fought upon an issue that

the newspapers never mentioned. A smoldering

religious quarrel had been accentuated by a

school board controversy, in which big business

had attempted to destroy a trade-union of

teachers on the ground that it was under

Roman Catholic influence. In the campaign

that followed Thompson was the victor by an

overwhelming vote. He was exceedingly for

tunate, for the election came at a psychological

moment when he received the full Protestant

vote, and in addition the votes of thousands of

Roman Catholics who resented the attempt of

the Roger Sullivan régime to obtain votes for

Sweitzer upon purely religious grounds.

Since then Thompson has had a spectacular

career. He has built up a powerful machine

upon a spoils basis. He is not depending upon

his public record to elect him, for he has never

hesitated to make startling changes on public

questions almost overnight.

His opponents in the primaries are Olsen

and Merriam. Merriam, the real opponent, is

a professor in the University of Chicago; a

former alderman, and a former candidate for

Mayor. He was in charge of certain activities

for the WVar Department in Italy, and held the

rank of Captain. He is by all odds the best

equipped man in Chicago to be Mayor, and has

gathered around him a group of young men of

fighting spirit. He has the support of a large

number of independents and Wilson Democrats,

but they will be of small value to him in the

primary election, since a great many of them

are not qualifcd to vote because of the rigid

Illinois primary statute. The primary statute,

by the way, is one of the bones of contention,

and Professor l-lerriam has announced that he

will not abide by the result of the primary if

defeated, but will run as an independent.

Olsen is a former Chief Justice of the Munic—

ipal Court, and is a candidate by reason of an

ancient grudge that former Governor Deneen

bears toward Merriam. He is a Republican of

the old type.

In the Democratic Party an equally bitter

contest is being staged. Sweitzer, who is re

lated by marriage to Roger Sullivan, the Demo—

cratic boss of Illinois, is running against Carey,

the Democratic boss of the stockyards. The

odds are on Sweitzer, as he can poll the German

vote, which is very strong in Chicago.

Meanwhile Maclay Hoyuc, now State At

torney, has announced his intention of running

independently. The prospects, therefore, are

that Chicago will have, besides a regular Re

publican, and a regular Democratic candidate,

one independent of each party.

At this point enter the labor unions. They

have organized their own party and have nomi

nated John Fitzpatrick for Mayor, with a

stockyards worker and a carpenter for the two

other principal oflices. They are indifferent to

success in this election, but are building for

the future.

What the result will be no one can predict,

except that the winner will represent only a

minority, and possibly a small minority, of Chi—

cago’s 800,000 voters. There is a powerful

argument in the present situation for the adop

tion of proportional representation.

The striking thing about the whole situation

is the fact that the opinion of the newspapers

of Chicago has practically no influence. For

many years Chicago elections were dominated

by the papers. By the shrewd manipulation of

an independent vote they were able to deliver

election after election, but one by one they have

fallen into disrepute. The only one with any

influence left is the Chicago Joumal.

New Wine in Old Bottles

HE next Congress will test the Lodge

Penrose ascendency. Those who remem

ber 1910 feel already in the murmuring of the

progressive Republicans the rise of a new in

surgency. There are at present seven Repub—

licans in the Senate and upward of fifty in the

House who cannot be delivered to an organiza

tion led by either Senator Lodge or Senator

Penrose. Their opposition to such leadership

does not arise wholly from political reasons.

They are largely men from the West, and are

wholly at variance with the economic ideas

underlying standpat politics. All the factors

which eventually produced the Republican

split of 1912 are present today. They have

been obscured somewhat because of the war,

and because the Republicans are the minority

party with no patronage to divide. The

present Republican machine in the House

creaks very loudly while the Republicans are
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out of office, and it will not work at all when

they are in power. We may look forward with

more or less certainty to a serious Republican

split.

There is nothing hopeful, however, in a

mere Republican split. We had that in 1912,

and demonstrated that one cannot make a

majority party by cutting in two an already

existing party. Had there been a Democratic

division in 1912 we might have had a real third

party. The candidate, however, was a progres

sive, and progressive Democrats stayed inside

their own party instead of going into the Pro

gressive Party. The Progressive Party,

which polled two—thirds of the Republican vote

in 1912, had wholly disappeared by 1916, and

its membership had either gone back into the

Republican ranks to renew the fight inside that

organization, or else had joined the Demo

cratic party. Not all the Progressive Party

voters were progressive, of course, but those

who were progressives in 1912 are still pro

gressive, and although inside the Republican

Party are just as ready as ever to follow in

surgent leadership. The determining factor,

however, does not lie inside the Republican

Party. Whether or not insurgency will be

come efl'ectiVe depends largely upon whether or

not it is able to effect a union with Democratic

progressives.

There never was a time in the last twenty

~vears when there was more bitter factional

feeling inside the Democratic Party. The

bone of contention is the Wilson policies, and

the break is already in sight. The harshest

denunciation of Bourbon Southern Democrats

does not come from Republicans, but can be

heard from Northern and Western Democrats

inside the Democratic National Committee.

Should a Republican split occur, it is fairly

certain to be accompanied by a similar Demo

cratic split. It is a consummation devoutly to

be wished.

There is no doubt that a new party is in

sight—not a new party in the paper sense, for

such parties are being born every day. It will

be 9. Wilson Party, not in the sense that the

President will be its candidate, although this

latter might also well be, but in the sense that

it will cleave to the Wilson idea. It is quite

possible that it may use old machinery. There

is, for instance, a possibility that it might cap

ture the Democratic organization, although

such a hypothesis does not seem at this time

sound in view of the fact that the anti-Admin

istration Democrats have been able within the

last few weeks to perfect an anti-Wilson organ

ization in the Upper House. It seems more

likely that a new organization will be necessary

to amalgamate all the groups which stand for

the Wilson idea—the progressive Republicans,

the progressive Democrats, the Nonpartisan

League, the new American Labor Party, and

the large numbers of men who for many years

have been radicals, but who have been members

of no party.

The President is the key to the entire situa—

tion. He has founded a new American liberal

ism, just as he has made articulate the new

internationalism. Through his staunch ad

vocacy of popular rights he has wrecked

numerous old—world imperialisms, and out of

the wreck is emerging the power of the masses.

He has done it by uniting the common interests

of the people and thwarting the aims of the

politicians. By almost identical tactics he is

wrecking the two old machines, both dedicated

to domestic imperialism, by uniting the pro

gressive masses in each against the selfish

politicians in both parties.

Alexander I. and the President

N Washington the other day George H.

Moses, Republican Senator from New

Hampshire, took an unwonted excursion into

the domain of diplomatic history and drew an

analogy between Alexander I. of Russia, the

champion of a Confederation of Europe a

hundred years ago, and an unnamed proponent

of a modern League of Nations, and intimated

that the Alexandrine scheme and the Wilsonian

plan alike derive their substance and quality

from illusions carried over from the eighteenth

century.

Senator Moses alludes to Czartoryski, Alex

ander’s friend and foreign minister, as being

the Emperor’s Colonel House. How apt this

comparison is becomes at once apparent when

we reflect that Czartoryski was uncommonly

communicative and voluble, Was so persistent

and patriotic in his efforts in behalf of the

liberation of his native Poland as to embarrass
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the Emperor, was the recipient of high office,

and used his influence with Alexander for the

furtherance of his own private and public de—

sires. His parallels between the Emperor and

the President are equally convincing.

It may be edifying, however, to take note

of one or two of the striking contrasts between

the experiment of Alexander in a Confedera

tion of Europe and the labors of Mr. Wilson

for a League of Nations for the World.

The most marked characteristic of the plan

for a European Confederation which culmi

nated in the Holy Alliance is that it was a

combination of absolute monarchs. The im

perialistic combine in the Holy Alliance was

Alexander I. of Russia, Francis I. of Austria,

and Frederick William III. of Prussia, and the

Act of the Holy Alliance ran “in the name of

the Most Holy and Indivisible Trinity.” From

first to last there was not one note of the pop

ular voice, not one hint of democratic ideals,

particularly after England withdrew from Con

tinental ambitions to move in her separate orbit

—a policy developed by the rise of American

influence and the expansion of the British

colonies.

Today the loudest and most prophetic voice

in the world is the voice of the people, and

President Wilson is the spokesman of this world

democracy.

Alexander had no real knowledge of social

laws and no real training for affairs. He had

little vision beyond what his mentors, La Harpe

and Czartoryski, taught him. His complicity

in the plot against his father, which finally

ended in the death of the Emperor Paul, filled

him with terror and remorse, which deepened in

their hold on his character to the end of his

life. He took to the study of the inscrutable

parts of the Bible, and his weak vanity and

superstition made hidden prophecies point to

himself as a Star in the North destined to bring

light and peace and freedom to the stricken

peoples of Europe. The age was one of pro

found mysticism and mental unrest. The

French Revolution had its spiritual counter—

part in an unheaval of protest against the

dead formalism and tyranny of the current

religions. Yet from the eighteenth century,

along with such other illusions as the Declara

tion of Independence and La Marseillaaise, were

carried over to the nineteenth two great social

truths that continued to grow in interest

throughout the whole century, until at the

present time they are wm'en into the thought

of all advanced thinkers in the churches and

out of them. The first is the solidarity and

the inter—responsibility of the human race.

Swedenborg was the first who took the ancient

vision of the prophet and dogma of the apostle,

that men and nations were members one of

another, and gave it scientific and ethnical

elaboration. The other is the doctrine of use

as a creative social principle, which during the

last half—century has become recognized as the

great modern substitute for the pietism and

lip-worship of religions of the past, Here an

interesting contrast may be found between

Alexander and Woodrow Wilson. The Presi

dent stands as a living embodiment of the con

viction that religion has no value except as it

is applied to life. Service, character are the

tests of all good in human relation or move

ment. Every democratic expression of our

American life has been a protest against the

cutting off of any part of the human race from

participation in the benefactions of the rest.

At its best the great purpose of the American

nation has been to welcome the people of all

classes and conditions to a share in our great

ness and happiness, and a disposition to send

out to the ends of the earth the kindness and

competency and helpfulness of our national

institutions. At no period of our history has

this American code found so valid and so ex—

plicit an expression as in the present Adminis—

tration.

Senator Moses concluded his brief but com

pactly foolish address by expressing the belief

that the outcome of the deliberations taking

place in the Hall of Mirrors would be no differ—

ent in their ultimate results from those that

took place a century ago. He prophesies that

their overthrow will come “ through the inter—

position of some agency, probably that of the

widespread influence of human nature.” The

Senator may discover with a little further study

that the Holy Alliance came to its end through

its conflict with the rising tide of democratic

tendency in Europe. As for the League of

Nations, above all other forces back of it will

be the swollen volume of democratic tendency

of our much more experienced and enlightened

age.
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Is Japan a Dynastic State?

By DAVID STARR JORDAN

Chancellor Emeritus Leland Stanford, Jr., University. Author of “Democracy and World Relations,"

“ Alsace-Lorraine," “ Ways to Lasting Peace,” “ The Religion of a Sensible American."

DYNASTIC state, as the phrase is used,

is one completely under control of a

hereditary ruler, and of the group of officials

military and civil this ruler has chosen. In

the last few years the nature of the dynastic

state, itself a survival from the Middle Ages,

has been most tragically demonstrated. Such

states were Russia, Austria, and above all

Germany. In this list many writers would

also include Japan, but, as I think, most un

justly. Japan is now in a transition state from

the military autocracy of the old Shogunate

to the free democracy of the new world. While

many of the old ideas and still more of the old

forms are retained in Japan, the status of

the nation is not indicated by what actually

is, but rather by the line of direction. For

the last half-century Germany and Japan have

moved in opposite ways. Japan has already

escaped from autocracy, and her present cur

' rents set toward political liberalism, while the

Government of Germany, before the overturn

of November, had become absolutism

carnate.

It is certain that no single word, such as

“ dynastic,” “ ' ” “ autocratic,” or

in

imperialistic,

“absolutist,” which might fit the Germany

that began the war, can be aptly applied to

Japan.

There are, of course, many features of gov

ernmental machinery common to the two na—

tions. These lie along the line of historical

evolution. In Japan, as until lately in Ger

many, there were recognized certain tradi

tional privileges which historically “hedge a

king.”

But it is true that many other nations

fairly called democratic still maintain heredi

tary royalties, being at the same time repub

lics in fact, though not in name. The British

people especially have been slow to change the

forms which befit kingly rule, so long as they

possess the realities of freedom. In the words

of Lord Rosebery, “royalty is a social not

a political function ” in these essentially demo—

cratic states. A constitutional monarch is the

social figurehead or political rallying point of

a nation over which he exercises no actual

‘ control.

In Japan this condition practically exists.

The Japanese people, as a whole, see the situ

ation clearly, and the dogma of the divine right

of kings is not one for which Europe can voice

reproach to Asia.

While Japan has been moving rapidly out

of the shadow of her feudal system, Germany

was busy in solidifying all that remained of

hers. After the failure of the liberal revolu—

tion in 1848, Bismarck, under cover of a fair—

looking constitution, was able to gather into

his own hands the reins of actual power in the

state, matters being so adjusted that popu

lar representation counted for nothing and

nothing whatever could be done against his

will or without his approval. His control was

absolute and the consequent military develop—

ment buttressed the German state against its

own people, while perfecting its machinery of

attack to a degree beyond anything anywhere

previously attained.

When in 1890 the young German Emperor

came into power he found absolutism ready

to his hand. Tossing Bismarck contemptu—

ously aside, he made the machinery all his own.

The German people were accordingly bound

hand and foot, made serfs of their emperor and

his grasping entourage. At the same time the

German army became his imperial body-guard

or personal perquisite, while the populace,

swayed by prospects and promises of financial

gain, were swung over to the philosophy

on which rested German autocracy and

legitimacy.

Of this elaboration of force characteristic

of the régime which has passed away very lit

tle is to be found in Japan. In common with

other aspiring nations, she has her chauvin

istic elements—those whose highest ambition is

to control other people by force. But while

her people have an intense love of country,
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their patriotism is national rather than im—

perial. It rests on love of home, “ where our

customs fit us like a garment ” rather than on

visions of world greatness. And, in the words

of Lord Dunsany, “it is good that men

should love their native cities and the little

hills that hold these cities up.”

In Japan the Mikado cannot be said to con

trol political affairs, though he has a degree

of constitutional authority over them. Their

adjustment is in the hands of the ministry

which, from time to time, he nominally appoints

from the ranks of the dominant political party.

The late Emperor, Mutsuhito (so far as an

outsider could gather), seemed to regard him

self not as the ruler of the nation, but rather

as a political balance wheel.

The spirit supposed to guide the Govern

ment of Japan is expressed in the word

Minhon, general well-being. It involves care

for the common people by those at the center

of power. In this system the representatives

of the people take a larger and larger part as

popular education spreads. The reign of Mut—

suhito was known as the era of “Meiji,” or

“ enlightenment.” It was the age in which

democratic principles began to bud, to bear

fruit later, and probably gradually, without

subjecting the people to the strain of revolu—

tion. Meanwhile the relation of the Mikado

to the state is not a political issue, for his

position is generally understood and accepted,

illinhon being a popular program for all

parties.

It is true that Japan has still a large vote

lcss proletariat—a heritage of the caste sys

tem. Those having the franchise now num

ber two to two and one-half millions in a popu

lation of over fifty millions. But the voting

list grows rapidly. It now includes all men

of at least twenty—five years of age who pay

a direct tax of five dollars. The agitation

for universal franchise goes on apace and the

discussion of suffrage for women is under way.

The movement is toward democracy, though

as yet falling short of its actual achievement.

The Japanese Government fairly represents

the voting population. In practice no ministry

can override its wishes. A ministry failing

to control a majority is bound to fall, regard

less of all other considerations. Half a dozen

ministerial changes have taken place in the

last seven years. These changes have been

in direct response to popular demands for

higher wages, better realization of the ideals

of Minhon, and, above all, for larger partici—

pation in the process of securing them.

Quite recently the Terauchi cabinet has

fallen and a new one has been formed by Mr.

Hara, a leader of the Seiyukai party, the

most democratic of the larger political organi

zations. Hara is the first untitled commoner

to be called to the premiership. The new

ministry is pledged to abandon the old bureau

cratic régime with its reliance on maxims and

purposes “ made in Germany.”

For in Japan certain German policies have

taken root. Among these are: (1) protective

tarifi's whereby artificial prices are main—

tained for the benefit of dominant “infant

industries ”; (2) systems of subsidies and re—

bates whereby commerce or manufacture is

made profitable to its promoters at the cost

of the rest of the nation; and (3), most im

portant, because most dangerous, governmen—

tal ownership of stocks in foreign ventures in

which profits go to individuals and risks are

distributed over the people at large.

A few instances of this type, however, do

not make Japan “ a dynastic state,” and they

are slight in comparison with the far-ranging

use of national credit and military power once

at the service of exploiters in Germany. They

do constitute some “imitation of Germany,” a

line of policy to which many Japanese econ—

omists, notably those of the liberal University

of Keio, have been strenuously opposed.

President Kamada, of this institution, has

forcibly urged that there can be no national

greatness except that which arises from the

welfare and development of the people as in

dividuals.

In 1911 the present writer was asked to

speak before the alumni and faculty of Keio

on “Japanese Imitation of Germany.” This

request implied that such imitation did exist,

with, at the same time, a powerful opposition

to it. “Imitation of Germany,” however, is

by no means confined to Japanese. In every

nation anti-democratic elements exist. Were

it not so, the issues left for settlement after

the war would be immensely simplified.

While most of the military leaders of Japan

have been trained in Germany, it is not true
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that militarism has any deep hold on the Jap—

anese people. International war nowhere

springs from within the people. It is true

that the spirit of Bushido, “the warrior’s

way,” is still exalted as a basis of personal

honor, and that descendants of the fighting

Samurai are taught to prefer death to dis—

grace. Yet these survivals of certain refine

ments of feudalism possess today mainly a

poetic or literary value.

It is no part of my purpose to explain or

justify any action undertaken or contemplated

by the rulers of Japan. I wish only to show

that the nation must be judged on its own

merits. It cannot be dismissed with the for

mula that “ Japan is a second Germany,” the

motives of which are to be eXplained in terms

of glory or greed. The ideals of Japan are to

a large and increasing degree the result of the

experience of their scholars and statesmen in

America and in Europe. The fact that up

ward of two thousand Japanese graduates of

American universities occupy important posts

in Japan is the surest guarantee that liberal

ideas to an increasing degree will control her

national councils.

End the Senate—0r Mend It

By VICTOR S. YARROS

Attorney and Newspaper Writer of Chicago. Contributor to the Nation

and to the New York Evening Post

DIRECT election of Senators has brought

a new crop of evils. It has not elevated

the Senate. It has not enhanced its efficiency

or improved the tone of its so-called discus

sions. At the best the present Senate is, what

the late Senator Hoar of Massachusetts pre—

dicted it would become under direct elections,

another, if smaller, House of Representatives.

At the worst, it is a spectacle for the gods.

Its recent performances have been nauseat

ing in the extreme. Its oratory has been cheap

and petulant. Its ignorance has been painfully

evident. The few Senators who are capable of

dealing with complex financial or diplomatic

questions have spoken and acted like partisans

and factionalists rather than like self-respect

ing, responsible men. They have expressed

themselves like “ headline readers,” superficially

and foolishly.

The outburst over the British “ embargo ”

is an instance in point. What puerile nonsense

the grave Senators uttered on that topic!

How ridiculous were their threats, and how

unfair and offensive! The New York Times

had to publish what it aptly called “ nursery

finance ” editorials for Senatorial consump

tion to explain the necessity and propriety of

the “embargo.” The case was typical, not

exceptional. Even on Russia and intervention

very shallow and irrelevant questions were put,

and mean, insincere attacks have been made on

the President for steps he could not possibly

have declined to take—steps he took reluc

tantly, in order to prevent more radical and

dangerous ones.

The Senate is an upper or “ revising ” body.

That is the theory. What has it revised in

recent years, and to what purpose or effect?

What important legislation has it bettered and

perfected as compared with the crude work of

the “lower chamber ”? Memory fails to bring

forth a single really notable and creditable in—

stance of statesmanlike revision.

If the Senate is to be merely another and

smaller House of Representatives, it is not

needed or serviceable. It can be ended without

detriment to any legitimate national interest.

If it is to be what the New York Evening Post,

quoting Carlyle, says it is, a “ Talk Shop ”—

and a shop of worthless, rash, ill-natured,

malicious talk—then we would better get rid

of it. We have yellow, cheap talk shops

galore. If the Senate is not to be a body worth

listening to, a body capable of self-restraint,

of dignified discussion, of earnest thought and

study, then why, pray, preserve it? Why not

urge a constitutional amendment abolishing it,

and adopting other requisite means of insuring

adequate consideration of legislation? If the

Senate has failed, why not acknowledge the

fact and think of a modern substitute?

The Socialist party proposes the abolition
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of the Senate. The North Dakota Nonparti

san League proposes the abolition of the State

Senate, on the common-sense ground that it is

irrational and wasteful to set one body of

farmers OVer another and pay for two sets of

farmer opinions without the slightest reason

for thinking that the “upper” set of farmer

opinions will be really more intelligent or

mature. Here we have significant straws fore

shadowing the next stage of development as

regards the structure and machinery of gov

ernment. It may be recalled, too, that a

former Kansas Governor advocated commis

sion rule for States and no Senate.

Perhaps, however, mending the Senates,

National and State, would be preferable for

the near future to ending them. YVhy not take

up for serious consideration the ideas broached

long ago by men like Herbert Spencer and

others in England, and by scientific students of

politics elsewhere, on the general subject? If

a revising body is useful, let it be markedly

different from the popular lawmaking body.

Let it be deliberately made different. Let it

represent, not population or rough and vague

opinions, but definite social groups, powerful

interests. Why should not a Senate consist

of representatives of chambers of commerce,

manufacturers’ and mine operators’ leagues,

trade unions, educational associations, bar as—

sociations, engineering and medical associa

tions, scientific, literary, and artistic bodies?

Such a Senate would represent something and

mean something in the scheme of things

political. It would not be “ another House.”

It would be infinitely abler, to begin with, and

its members would have technical and special

knowledge.

A Senate of lawyers of the second and third

rank, of politicians and renters, of machine

products or the offspring of spasmodic reform

efforts, will never do better work or rise to

higher levels than the work and levels of the

present and recent Senatorial bodies. To urge

the voters to elect fitter and bigger Senators

is as idle as to urge them to vote for good gov

ernment. Exhortation accomplished little.

Progressive men and women should think con—

structively on the question, with a view to mak

ing concrete, specific changes.

Dr. Rosa Luxemburg

By s. ZIMAND

Of the Department of Economics in the New York Pubilc Library; Writer and Lecturer on

Foreign Aflm'rs

T the International Socialist Congress at

Stuttgart, in 1907, Gustave Hervé,

speaking on anti-militarism, shouted to the

German delegates: “ You are afraid of

prisons.” Rosa Luxemburg, who was one of

the delegates to the Convention, protested.

To this protest Hervé answered: “ Are you,

Rosa Luxemburg? You know very well I do

not mean you who leave the Kaiser’s prison

only to enter that of the Czar. I only wish,

Comrade, there were many men like you in the

German Social Democracy.” It is hard to

speak about Rosa Luxemburg in the same

breath with Germany. Only the soil of Russia

and the long and painful sufferings of the

Jewish race could possibly produce a Luxem

burg.

In January, 1911, in company with a good

friend of mine, I went to Siidende-Berlin to

have a personal talk with Ross. Luxemburg. 1

had seen and heard her before at many meet

ings, especially, in 1910, at the International

Socialist Convention at Copenhagen. There

the entire congress was under the spell of her

logic and the force of her arguments for more

than ten days. But this was the first time that

I met her personally. As my friend and I

stepped into her modest furnished rooms she

was busy painting a landscape. I was standing

face to face with the most valiant propagandist

of the working class in Germany, whom the

Junkers proclaimed as the terror of the em—

pire, “ die rote Rosa,” only to find her spend

ing her spare time in painting.

Rosa Luxemburg was born on December 25,

1870, in Russian Poland. She was little, with

one shoulder lower than the other; her face was

not handsome; she had a frank, unreserved



March 1, 1919 209A Journal of Democracy

 

 

manner, and was full of vigor and mental

activity. Her appearance gave the impression

of a true fighter, and her speech showed that

she was armed with an invincible logic. While

Miss Luxemburg was talking with my friend

and explaining to him the organization

methods of the German Social Democracy, I

thought of the courage and idealism, of the

literary, scientific, and organizing ability this

woman displayed in the empire. My mind

wandered to the country of her birth. I

thought of the great martyrs for human free

dom in Russia—Perovskaja, Breshkovska,

Vera Figuer, and a thousand others. Was she

like them? She had in common with them the

passion for freedom, their hatred against op

pression, their high ideal for human brother

hood, and in common with them she had the

ideal of giving her entire life for the cause in

which she fought. And still there is a dif

ference between those great souls of Russia

and Rosa Luxemburg. Perhaps it is because

they are so mysterious, and yet so human,

whereas Rosa Luxemburg had rather an ob

jective way of looking at things. Perhaps .we

can say that they were fighting for freedom,

whereas she was fighting to conquer the world

for the proletariat. There is hardly any other

person in the international socialist movement

who looks so objectively on things, except per

haps Lenine. In common with Lenine, she has

the ability to combine theoretical knowledge

with practical experience. Now we read a

plain, elementary pamphlet from her explain—

ing the A B C of the socialist doctrine, and

then we find her writing such a masterly volume

as “ Die Akkumulation des Kapitals,” which is

a real contribution to the economic explanation

of imperialism. We hear her delivering a

speech full of the liquid fire of Bolshevism to a

meeting of working people, and a, few days

later we find her at a Socialist convention using

her power of subtle argument against the so

called revisionist Socialists. Day after day we

see her at the Socialist College at Berlin edu

cating the Socialist officials in economics and

history. There was a great deal of romance in

the career of this human dynamo. We find her

expatriating herself from her own country,

marrying a German (a Mr. Lubeck, with whom

she never lived) to become a German citizen

merely to be able to live in Germany. As a

foreigner, she would otherwise have been exiled

on account of her Socialist propaganda.

She went to Switzerland and took her

doctor’s degree in economics. From Switzer

land she went to Germany and began her

Socialist activities, which brought her into im—

mediate confiict with the authorities. In 1900

she was sentenced to prison in Germany for the

first time. In 1904 she was again sentenced to

three months’ imprisonment. In 1906 the Dis

trict Court of Weimar sentenced her for two

months; in February, 1914, she was condemned

to imprisonment for having “incited soldiers

to disobey lawful commands.” What she did

was to express the hope that if Germany and

France should be forced into war the German

worker would refuse to fire on his brother

across the frontier. In July, 1914, she was

tried again, because at a public meeting, speak

ing against the mistreatment of soldiers, she

had used the expression “it is surely one of

those tragedies which are enacted in the Ger

man barracks day after day, but the groans of

the victims rarely reach our ears.” When the

prosecution of the defendant was announced

922 men from all parts of Germany had re

sponded and were ready to testify to something

like 30,000 separate instances of brutal treat—

ment of soldiers., The fear that the brutality

in the German barracks would be unmasked

made the authorities retreat and the proceed

ings were adjourned at the request of the Dis

trict Attorney, never to be reopened.

From the beginning of this war Rosa Luxem

burg was one of the leaders of the Spartacus

groups. The name “ Spartacus ” was deriVed

from a series of political letters written by

Karl Liebknecht, Franz Mehring, and Rosa

Luxemburg. These letters were secretly dis—

tributed among an inner group of Socialists.

In 1915, together with Franz Mehring, she

started a magazine, the International, to voice

the views of the anti—war section of the Social

Democratic Party. After the appearance of

the first issue the magazine was suppressed.

“ The German Social Democracy handed in its

political resignation on August 4th, 1914. On

the same day the Socialist International col

lapsed,” were the words written for the Inter

national by Rosa Luxemburg before she went

to prison to serve her one—year sentence for

anti-militaristic agitation. Even when under
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sentence and ill she used all her strength to

“ fulfill her duty to the interests of the German

people.”

A great demonstration was prepared for her

by the working-people of Berlin when she came

out from prison after serving a year’s sentence.

The authorities tried to prevent it by releasing

her a few days earlier. But the working

people were informed about it in time and great

was the welcome they gave her.

Immediately she took up her propaganda

again, writing and speaking against the war.

Stopping her from doing Socialist agitation

was just as easy as stopping the Niagara

Falls. Consequences of a German victory she

describes as “a prelude to an early second

world war and, therefore, for this reason, but

the signal for new feverish armaments, for the

unleashing of the blackest reaction in every

country, but particularly in Germany.” “A

victory of England or of France,” she con—

tinues in the same article, “ would mean, in all

likelihood, for Germany the loss of a part of

her colonies as well as Alsace-Lorraine, and

certainly the bankruptcy of the world political

position of German militarism. But this would

mean the disintegration of Austria-Hungary

and the total liquidation of Turkey.” It must

be said in fairness to Rosa Luxemburg that she

was not working for an Allied victory. Her

aim was the Social Revolution.

Rosa Luxemburg has always stood for a

thorough-going class war and opposed any

cooperation with the non—socialistic parties.

She has always belonged, as we have seen, to

the uncompromising revolutionary wing of the

party. During the war she agreed with Lieb

knecht and fought to awaken the Germans for

the revolution. Later she fought the calling

of a Constituent Assembly, for the political

supremacy of the proletariat, for the imme

diate social ownership of the means of produc

tion, and the repudiation of the debts incurred

by the old régime for the conduct. of the war.

Rosa Luxemburg was throughout her entire

life true to herself and to her ideals.

Wages and Wars

By ARLAND D. WEEKS

Dean of School of Education. North Dakota Aw-icull'ural College. Fame. N- A; Author Of

“ Education of Tomorrow" and “ The Psychology of Citizenship ”

HEN nations produce more than they

consume there is a surplus for export.

The lower the percentage of social income paid

producers the greater the surplus. The higher

the wages the larger the home market and the

smaller the surplus. A “favorable” balance

of trade represents an amount held out of wages.

We have always been proud of an excess of

exports over imports. We have thought it a

fine thing. Other nations have also sought a

balance of trade in their favor.

The consuming power of a country should

equal its producing power. Why not? Why

should not the home market be large enough

to retain the goods produced or their equiva

lent in value. Foreign trade would still go on

for exchange of commodities. But foreign

trade for the purpose of storing withheld wages

in the pockets of a class is different.

High wages increase the home market. A

man with $1,000 of income has $1,000 of con

suming power. Pay him $2,000 and he can

buy twice as much; he becomes twice as much

of a market, and to this extent he cuts down

the quantity of goods to be exported. Surplus

goods are withheld wages. Underpay labor

and the value of goods for export mounts

higher. Increase the producer’s share sum

ciently and the home market overtakes pro

ducing power.

The central factor in the future peace of the

world is the relation of the income of the indi

vidual to his production. If producers create

wealth far in excess of what they receiVe the

struggle for foreign markets will be severe and

hostile.

Peace is possible with plenty. It is not pos

sible with underpaid labor. Nations should be

proud, not of surplus for foreign export, but

of the development of the home market by in

creasing the buying power of the people and

thus their welfare.
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America Shall Not Fail the World

[From President Wilson’s Speech in Boston, February 24]

lTI-IINK I am stating the most wonderful fact

in history—there is no nation in Europe that

suspects the motives of the United States. .

And now do you realize that this confidence we

have established throughout the world imposes a

burden upon us-——if you choose to call it a burden?

It is one of those burdens which any nation ought

to be proud to carry.

Any man who resists the present tides that run

in the world will find himself thrown upon a shore

so high and barren that it will seem as if he had

been separated from his human kind forever.

What Failure Would Mean

If America were at this juncture to fail the

world, what would come of it? I do not mean any

disrespect to any other great people when I say

that America is the hope of the world; and if she

does not justify that hope the results are unthink

able. Men will be thrown back upon the bitter

ness of disappointment not only, but the bitterness

of despair. All nations will be set up as hostile

camps again; the men at the peace conference will

go home with their heads upon their breasts, know—

ing that they have failed—for they were biddcn

not to come home from there until they did some

thing more than sign a treaty of peace.

Suppose we sign the treaty of peace and that it

is the most satisfactory treaty of peace that the

confusing elements of the modern world will

afiord, and go home and think about our labors,

we will know that we have left written upon the

historic table at Versailles, upon which Vergcnnes

and Benjamin Franklin wrote their names, noth

ing but a modern scrap of paper; no nations united

to defend it, no great forces combined to make it

good, no assurance given to the downtrodden and

fearful people of the world that they shall be safe.

Any man who thinks that America will take part

in giving the world any such rebuff and disappoint

ment as that does not know America.

America’s Path the Path of Liberty

I invite him to test the sentiments of the nation.

We set this up to make men free, and we did not

confine our conception and purpose to America,

and now we will make men free. If we did not do

that, the fame of America would be gone, and all

her powers would be dissipated. She then would

have to keep her power for those narrow, selfish,

provincial purposes which seem so dear to some

minds that have no sweep beyond the nearest hori—

zon.

I should welcome no sweeter challenge than

that. I have fighting blood in me, and it is some—

times a delight to let it have scope, but if it is a

challenge on this occasion it will be an indulgence.

Think of the picture, think of the utter blackness

that would fall on the world. America has failed!

America made a little essay at generosity, and then

withdrew. America said, “ \Ve are your friends,"

but it was only for today, not for tomorrow.

America said, “Here is our power to vindicate

right,” and then the next day said, " Let right take

care of itself, and we will take care of ourselves."

America said, “ We set up a light to lead men

along the paths of liberty, but we have lowered it;

it is intended only to light our own path." \Ve set

up a great ideal of liberty, and then we said:

“ Liberty is a thing that you must win for your

self. Do not call upon us." . . .

When I think of the homes upon which dull

despair would settle were this great hope dis

appointed, I would wish for my part never to have

had America play any part whatever in this at

tempt to emancipate the world. But I talk as if

there were any question. I have no more doubt

of the verdict of America in this matter than I

have doubt of the blood that is in me.

People, Not Governments, to Rule

And so, my fellow-citizens, I have come back to

report progress, and I do not believe that the

progress is going to stop short of the goal. The

nations of the world have set their heads now to

do a great thing and they are not going to slacken

their purpose. And when I speak of the nations

of the world I do not speak of the governments of

the world. I speak of the peoples who constitute

the nations of the world. They are in the saddle

and they are going to see to it that, if their present

governments do not do their will, some other gov—

ernments shall. And the secret is out and the

present governments know it. .

The men who are in conference in Paris realize

as keenly as any American can realize that they

are not the masters of their people; that they are

the servants of their people, and that the spirit of

their people has awakened to a new purpose and

a new conception of their power to realize that

purpose, and that no man dare go home from that

conference and report anything less noble than

was expected of it.
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League of Nations

One thought ever at the fore—

That in the Divine Ship, the World, breasting

Time and Space,

All Peoples of the globe together sail, sail the same

voyage, are bound to the same destination.

What whispers are these

0 lands, running ahead of you, passing under the

seas ?

Are all nations communing?

Is there going to be but one heart to the globe?

—W.u.'r WHITMAN.

A Medium of Internationality

OWELL says in one of his earlier writings:

“ We are the furthest from wishing to see

what many are so ardently praying for, namely,

a National Literature; for the same mighty lyre

of the human heart answers the touch of the

master in all ages and in every clime, and any

literature in so far as it is national is diseased

in so much that it appeals to some climatic pecu

liarity rather than to universal nature." That

is very true, but good fortune has now made of our

English speech the medium of internationality.

Henceforth you and we are the inhabitants and

guardians of a great Spirit-City, to which the

whole world will make pilgrimage. They will

make that pilgrimage primarily because our city is

a market-place. It will be for us to see that they

who come to trade remain to worship—John

Gals-worthy, in a lecture in New York.

What About the Supreme Court?

r HE President's statement that the select classes

of mankind were no longer the governors of

mankind, and the fortunes of mankind were in the

hands of the plain people of the whole world,

should be interpreted in the light of what he has

been contending for all along. His statement is

not directed especially at the foreign countries, but

at our own country as well.

What do we mean when we say we want the gov

ernment of our country to be in the hands of the

plain people? We mean it shall be taken out of the

control of the financial and corporate power that

has sought and so often has exerted controlling

influence over cities, States, and the United States.

We mean that when the people of the United

States have educated themselves up to certain re

forms in government, when these reforms have

been run into legislation and passed by Congress

and approved by the President, they shall not be

nullified by the edict of the judiciary, which is

sometimes, owing to a division in the court, the

edict of a single man.

We mean, in short, the plain people of the

country—the workers in the industries, the agri

culturists, the shopkeepers, their clerks, and the

like—shall decide what kind of government they

shall live under, and that their decision shall not

be interfered with by any select classes.

What we aim to do is to let a little more light

strike into the lives of the toilers.—Samuel

Gompers, in a statement to the Universal Press.

Out of His System

SENATOR REED deserves thanks for getting

it off his chest early. As he was bound to

scold and rant about the League of Nations, the

sooner he did it the better. Now we can proceed

to its serious consideration. And we can do it

with the added satisfaction of remembering that

Senator Reed has an uncanny instinct for getting

on the losing side. Who does not recall his violent

abuse of Mr. Hoover? Indeed, the whole plan of

Food Administration during the war was abhor

rent to Senator Reed. He raged against it. The

American people, I tell you, Sir, will never sub

mit to such a monstrous tyranny and palpable

fraud. Well, those corner-grocery thunders of the

Missouri Senator are now admitted by all to have

been ridiculous; and presently his tearing of his

hair over the iniquities of the League of Nations

will seem but the antics of a man incurably per

verse and contrary-minded.—N. Y. Evening Post.

Republican Tactics

THE speeches of James M. Beck in New York

and of President Butler at Paterson, N. J., on

Lincoln's Birthday, and the speech of Nicholas

Longworth, which was given in your Sunday edi

tion as expressing the viewpoint of the Republican

party on current issues and presenting a fair view

of that party's attitude toward the Demoeratic

Administration, taken together with the recent

course of the Republican members of the Senate,

ought to convince the fair-minded portion of the

Republican party that President \Vilson was right

when he called upon the American people to elect

a Democratic Congress, because it would be diffi

cult, if not impossible, for him to secure for them

the just fruits of their sacrifices unless a Demo

cratic Congress was returned. At the time a great

hue and cry went up from the Republican leaders

which misled the rank and file of the Republican

party into the belief that the President was actu

ated by partisan motives entirely. If that rank

and file will now review their opinions in the light

of recent events they will be filled with sincere

regret and shame when they realize that they gave

their votes in a moment of hysteria aroused by a

" Stop thief " cry set up by their leaders, who were

themselves the real partisans. If they are not yet

convinced of this, they certainly will be if they

watch the conduct of the Republican Congress

which they have elected.—T. 0. Abbott in the New

York Times.
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The Study of Man

To the Editor of THE PUBLIC:

It is one of the most hopeful signs of the times

that men should be asking themselves the question,

“ ls government a science? " Government, how

ever, as everybody knows, is a practice based upon

opinion, and opinion is belief or conviction held in

the absence of sufficient knowledge to support it.

If we had scientific results available in the do

main of government we should not have opinions,—

we would have an explicit and verified basis of

action.

The real question before us at the present mo

ment is not whether government is a science, but

how we may apply the method of science to the

problems of government. Science is not merely

disinterested seeking for truth, it is a method which

has proved its value in the solution of the problems

of physical and biological nature. The greatest

task open to intelligent human beings today is the

extension of the method of science to the study

of man.

One of our greatest difficulties in this field lies

in the necessity for immediate action in all that

concerns the lives and welfare of human beings.

Every day something comes up in governmental

afl'airs that must be decided, and the decision can

not be put off on the plea that some far-reaching

investigation is not complete. The case is also

complicated by the fact that all decisions must

apply to special concrete cases, whereas the in

vestigations necessary may have to be carried very

far back indeed to gain a valid foundation from

the point of view of scientific work. So we may

want a science of society, or a science of govern

ment, or a science of international boundaries, or

a science of property, but all these are just phases

of a broader and more inclusive scientific study

of man.

Think what this study would mean. The nine

teenth century witnessed a revolution in thought

which takes its place as one of the most remark

able achievements of the human intellect, and this

was brought about through the application of the

method of science to the problem of biological

evolution. It would be impossible to overestimate

the importance of Darwin's contribution to our

thought and power, for the method be employed

and pointed out to others has enabled us to deal

effectively with innumerable practical problems of

everyday life.

Now, we need to approach our human problem

from a point of view as broad as that adopted by

Darwin—but without imagining that his results can

be taken over into a wholly different field. We

want to know, not “ Is government a science? "

but “ How has man come to be as he is everywhere

throughout the world? " We want to know how

it has come about that men in different parts of

the world differ so radically in their manners,

customs, manufactures, governments, religions, and

ideas. If we could once understand this,—-and all

we have to do is to approach the problem through

the method of science,—we should have laid a

sure foundation for dealing with the concrete prob

lems of politics as they arise.

Are we never to begin? Are we never to learn

from the wonderful advances in the physical and

biological sciences how similar advances may be

made in the area of human afiairs? Are we never

to abandon the old method of fighting over opinions

when the way lies open for us to establish a genu

ine science of man? Difficult? Surely; but does

not the difficulty make its own special appeal?

FREDERICK JOHN Tsooan'r.

University of California.

Even the Grandmother of the Revolu

tion Lied About

To the Editor of THE PUBLIC:

Catherine Breshkovsky, “the Grandmother of

the Russian Revolution," is getting badly mis

quoted. She is astonished to see how different

some of the press reports are from what she really

said. She tells me she declared the other day

that she would work twenty years longer to keep

Russia from having another Czar, and she was

reported as saying that she would work twenty

years longer to get the Czar back!

I asked her if it were true that in Russia women

are required to accept husbands chosen for them

by the State. She answered:

“ One or two small Soviets proclaimed some

such foolishness; but nobody would obey. It was

never proposed for all Russia, and it was never

carried out anywhere.”

She also denied that women have been ‘ nation

alized," or “ made common property," or that the

Government puts any compulsion upon them in

matters of sex. She said to me: “ Women have

more freedom in Russia now then they ever had

before.”

As Madame Breshkovsky is strongly opposed to

the Bolshevist regime, her denial of this particular

accusation may be accepted as conclusive.

Achs: S'roun BLACKWELL.

Dorchester, Mass.

Owning and Bequeathing

To the Editor of Tm: PUBLIC:

I N reply to Henry J. Gibbons, permit me to say

that “the natural right to receive " follows of

necessity, if we earned “ the natural right to

bestow."

The whole question of inheritance hinges upon

the other question, “ What has a man a natural

right to ban and to hold, to possess and enjoy? ”

The answer is twofold—

First, every human being has a right to " have
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and to hold, to possess and enjoy " so much land

as he can use.

Second, he has a right to the full product of his

labor.

He has no right to the social value of land. This

belongs to society to meet public needs, and if

taken for this purpose, all present taxes, except on

the value of land, could be repealed.

So it follows logically that he has a right to

bequeath whatever he has a right to “ have and to

hold." And so, with equal logic, his legatee has

a right to receive.

If these principles were followed, no one could

possibly have much to bequeath, and hence no one

could receive much.

St. Paul, Minn. C. J. BUELL.

Property and Constitutions

To the Editor of THE Pvuuc:

THE explanation given in a recent number of

THE Pusuc of Arkansas’ rejection of the

Constitution submitted on December 14- is, I am

sure, wrong. The following quotation from the

proposed constitution will make plain why some

people voted against it. (Bill of Rights, Art. II,

Sec. 22): “ The right of property existed before

and is higher than any constitution."

‘There were many contributing factors, the chief

being the fact that the farmers are afraid of any

thing new.

Summers, Ark. D. M. Gannn.
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The Yellow Peril and White

Statesmanship

American Democracy and Asiatic Citizenship. By

Sidney L. Guliek, D.D. New York: Charles

Scribner's Sons. 1918. $1.50.

T0 not all foreign missionaries and their work

anent international relationships have we been

disposed to accord unmodified praise. Too many

of them have regarded all world questions with the

narrow prejudice of a sect, and have been inter—

ested in large political and social problems only as

related to the fortunes of their missionary enter

prises. Dr. Guliek represents an altogether dif

ferent type. He spent his early years on the

Hawaiian Islands, amid the cosmopolitan condi

tions of that mid-Pacific “ melting pot " of Poly

nesians and Orientals. Afterward he spent twenty

six active years in teaching and preaching in Japan,

being thus an eyewitness of much of the marvelous

transformation of that country into civilized

modernity. He is the author of numerous books

written in English and of numerous others indited

The Public Twenty-second Year

in Japanese. His studies in the sociological and

political phases of the international contacts be

tween the Far East and America give him a secure

place as an authority on the subject.

The present volume is a veritable handbook for

the student of Oriental immigration. Dr. Guliek

gives a succinct and suflicient sketch of Japanese

and Chinese development and the growth of their

relations to the United States, a painstaking ac

count of the immigration and naturalization laws

in America, numerous valuable statistical tables

and conclusions, and presents very definite and

promising plans for a settlement of the prob

lems confronting us in our relations with Japan

and China.

Our author is no mere theorizer; he is an active

propagandist and organizer in the interest of new

legislation to put into effect the conclusions of his

study. Quite in the spirit of the President he

makes his appeal to the moral consciousness of

the nation, to get enacted a law along the lines of

that framed by the Hon. \Villiarn H. Taft, that

would “ put into the hands of Congress a flexible

instrument for the continuous and exact regulation

of immigration." His plan is to take American

ization as the foundation principle of restriction.

He would limit uniformly and universally the

newcomers from any people to some small per

centage of the number of those of that people who

have already become American citizens. This he

claims “ is a fundamental psychological and socio

logical prineiple," and in no sense " mechanical or

artificial.” This would take all the sting from the

situation for China and Japan. Japan especially

resents the “ gentleman’s agreement " which keeps

her children at home, but would cheerfully submit

to any law that excluded her citizens on the same

terms as it excluded Europeans and did not humil

iate her by discrimination. Moreover, this policy

would silence any just opposition on the part of

American labor, as it would protect it uniformly

from “ danger of sudden and excessive immigra

tion from any land," and “ would promote the

wholesome and rapid assimilation of all new

comers."

Dr. Guliek would raise the standard of quali

fication for citizenship very high, and compel every

immigrant to take a course of study in American

ism and duly pass examinations; but would then

confer citizenship on the newcomers from any

nation regardless of race or color. All aliens would

be registered and pay a prescribed fee regularly

until they became citizens, but schools would be

provided for their education at Government ex

pense. He would have Congress empower the

Government to protect the lives and property of

aliens, and thus remove one of the worst scandals

of our institutions, legislation at variance with

treaty contracts, which called forth protests

from four different Presidents. Incidentally he

would prevent the congestion of any group of

immigrant in one place and so forestall a repeti
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tion of the untoward experiences at different times

with Irish, German, Jewish, Italian, and other

communities.

The foundation of Dr. Gulick's reasoning is the

physical fact that Japan and China are our

neighbors, and that sane statesmanship requires

that we be neighborly with one another, and the

spiritual fact that the amity of nations requires

that their agreements shall be based on justice

and goodwill as well as on economical and political

considerations.

The Truth and Japan

Rising Japan: Is She a blenacc or a Comrade to

be Welcomed in the Fraternity of Nations? By

Jabez T. Sunderland, D.D., LL.D. \Vith a

Foreword by Lindsay Russell, President of the

gapan Society. G. P. Putnam Sons, New York.

1.25.

TEN years ago, Richmond Pearson Hobson was

venting fire and fury against Japan and pro

claiming imminent war. Later, when Dr. Charles

W. Eliot returned from the East, he declared that

he had found only one American officer on his

travels there who was not convinced that we were

on the verge of war, though on arrival in Japan

he saw not the slightest indication of it. Three

years ago, illustrated lurid tales in certain Sunday

supplements spread broadcast throughout the

country venomous reports of the machinations of

the people of Japan and their far-reaching plans

for stealing the Philippines and overwhelming the

Pacific coast.

Today Japan sits as one of the five great powers

at the peace table and her claims apparently

form no more obstruction than those of other na

tions to the efficient development of a League of

Nations. Upon the Pacific lie the chief problems

for America in the next decade. While an ex

hausted Europe is recuperating its man power an

unexhausted China will be striding from national

childhood to vigorous adolescence. At this time

Dr. Sunderland's thoughtful and sympathetic

study of modern Japanese civilization is a real

contribution to current problems, and a sharp re—

buke to the malicious screeds and garbled state

ments, largely due to German propaganda, which

in the near past vitiated normal relations between

pupil and teacher on either side of the Pacific.

Said Count Ishii: “The agent of Germany in

this country and in ours has had as his one pur

pose the feeding of our passions, our prejudices,

and our distrusts, until drugged and inflamed we

might have taken the inevitable step over the

edge." Hon. Elihu Root declared that during his

term of office “ there was never a moment when

the government of Japan was not frank, sincere,

and friendly." So Dr. Sunderland has found her.

He points out the courtesy and kindness which

amazed the Russian prisoners, as well as the care

ful sanitation, universal temperance, and general

moral conduct displayed by the Japanese Army

in its war with Russia.

For 1,750 years Japan existed with only one

war with a foreign people. Three hundred years

ago she ended domestic strife, and since then has

been far more peaceful than any land in Christen—

dom. Only as Christians learned that she could

fight was prestige granted her. The “menace "

of Japan to California and China is discussed at

length, and the grotesque fears to which con

spiracy of vile propaganda gave rise. The childish

assumption that Japan could make a formidable

attack with a fleet carrying 200,000 men and their

impedimenta is refuted by the testimony that not

even Germany with twice Japan’s carrying power

could even get such an army across to England.

Three years ago we were told of 200,000 armed

Japanese in Mexico, “ ready to hold our mountain

passes." Investigation showed about 2,000, la

borers only and all unarmed. Nothing was too

extreme for a gullible public to swallow. Cali

fornia in 1913 introduced thirty-four bills limiting

the right and privileges of little groups of 65,000

all told. Immigration, now regulated by the

“ gentlemen's agreement,” is no longer a question.

The only outstanding question is the status of

Japanese who have been lawfully admitted to the

country. Japan is far more literate than Italy,

her colleague at the Peace Conference, and can

no longer tolerate her citizens being ranked as

inferior. Such a volume as Dr. Sunderland’s,

written after first—band study with fine Christian .

spirit and broad culture, should have wide reading

as,a revelation of the high civilization and rich

potentialities of the people of Nippon.

LUCIA Amns MEAD.

Industrial Reconstruction

Industry and Humanity. By \V. L. Mackenzie

King. Houghton Mililin Co., $3.

HE world is under a real debt to Mr. Mac—

kenzie King for the Canadian Industrial

Disputes Act of which he is the author. Nor can

be wholly escape the approbation—or suspicion——

of having had a hand in developing the Industrial

Representation Plan of the Colorado Fuel and

Iron Company. He has shown a capacity for

social contrivance which is rare, necessary and

concrete. Regardless of whether the student is

disposed to favor or be critical of either of these

devices, they stand as going experiments in a timid

and disorderly world of industrial relations. Mr.

King does not come, therefore, to the consideration

of principles of sound industrial government un

versed in the detail or actual experience of his

subject. The initial trouble is rather with his

difficulty in effectively setting forth his ideas.

" Industry and Humanity “ is offered as a study

of the principles underlying industrial reconstruc—

tion. Those principles, or many of them, are
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stated in one place or another, somewhere in the

book. But they do not develop out of an organ

ized scheme of thought about his problem. Mr.

King's mind does not move easily or freely in the

realm of ethical and political philosophy. Gen

eralization is apparently less his forte than

ability to meet effectively an immediate practical

situation. There are two clearly distinguishable

types of mind and types of book in the field of

social suggestion. There is the mind and the book

which states an hypothesis, a thesis, 0. definition of

terms, a discussion of facts in support and denial

of the thesis, a consideration of objections and a

drawing of conclusions. This is the logical,

orderly and organized study. And there is the

mind and book, seemingly unable to proceed from

point to point; but full of general ideas, epigrams,

and anecdotes.

This volume is distinctly of the second group.

Its thought is only approximately organized; its

argument jumps forward and back. But beneath

the jerky current there is a body of ideas and

point of view fairly discernible and plausibly set

forth. Of the method of presentation it is fair to

speak at such length because the book is sure to

cut its proper audience in half by the defects of

its composition. It is unfortunately discursive,

redundant and lacking in sharpness of outline.

But when this is said of its demerits, it should

be urged that the book is a wholesome sign of the

direction of American economic thinking. Upper

most in its appeal is the insistence on a human

valuation for all industrial procedure. In words

which Mr. King quotes approvingly, he feels

“ that the absolute claims of personality, the

preservation and development of spiritual free

dom " are the criterion by which we are to judge

industry and its governance.

This is altogether admirable. No one from now

on can write wisely in the economic field without

positing the generality of progressively developing

human beings as the real end of industrial efiort.

In this fundamentally human and therefore

spiritual outlook, the former Canadian Minister of

Labor is at one with the active influences of the

generation.

But one feels sometimes that he is too satisfied

with the securing of good-will and right purposes.

Mr. King discusses methods—ways and means of

embodying good-will into governmental forms—

but he is less critical of them than was to be

anticipated; and less fertile in suggestion than

his own experience gives us a right to expect of

him. For example, he discusses at some length the

need for a bill of rights for labor; but he has no

definite discussion of legislative or administrative

ways of realizing labor's Magna Charta. And he

expatiates upon the value of investigation in indus

trial disputes without suggesting that without a'

method of investigation and a. method of [publicity

concerning the results of such findings, investiga

tion may prove sterile enough.

On the other hand, he accepts fiatly the recom

mendations of the Whitley Reports as being “ the

surest method of approach to the solution of the

problems of industry which wide_knowledge of

actual conditions has thus far evolved."

He could not be more specific than he is, in favor

of the scheme of triple organization under joint

standing bodies, which the Industrial Council idea

implies.

Indeed his espousal of this as the ultimate—or

approximately ultimate——in industrial government

betrays both the strength and the weakness of the

book. It accepts as pretty much in the necessary

nature of things, the private ownership of capital

with the final direction of production largely deter—

mined by the private owners. It rejects with what

is an all too superficial and misunderstood motion

of its proposals, the ideas of the national guilds

men of England for the future governmental

structure of industry. I am personally in hearty

agreement with Mr. King's enthusiastic indorse—

ment of the Industrial Council idea as a fairly im

mediate and immensely useful expedient. But I

am satisfied that in addition to assuming a human

valuation for industry with an immediate “part

nership” among the existing parties to industry,

the most constructive student of economic affairs

today must also insist upon the inevitable relation

which a scheme of private control of capital

resources bears to industrial friction and unrest.

One does not have to subscribe to an elaborate

socialist ritual to see that so long as the sources

of credit, investment and capital outlay are held

tightly in the control of an astonishingly restricted

group, there can be no genuine industrial democ

racy. Mr. King is absolutely sincere in his

declaration that in the control of industry the

situation "is on all fours with the exercise of

political control." This being true, it can only be

a matter of time when Mr. King will come to see

that the private investor is not an evitable partner

to industry, because the private investor is in the

long run an undemocratic functionary—undemo

cratic in this sense, that the investing function will

come to be more and more recognized as the func

tion of virtually determining importance, a func

tion necessarily carrying with it large and arbi

trary powers. The investor decides when capital

—and therefore labor also—shall be employed.

If this decision is in private hands and is made—

as under these conditions it must be—in response

to private interests, an ineradicably undemocratic

human relationship exists.

This is only one of the many important points,

however, at which the book is provocative. That

is, after all, to its credit. One does not ask agree

ment among students of industrial government, so

much as candor in understanding the problem.

This understanding, I feel, we have to a consider—

able degree in Industry and Humanity; although

on such an important point as a definition of the

common interests and of the opposed interests of
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capital and labor, nothing explicit is said. This

is perhaps not an evasion so much as an absence of

sharply defined concepts. Making allowance for

this absence of cogent definition I find this a

straightforward, honest book. But it is less the

book of the trained thinker than of the successful

administrator. It would be easy to take issue with

it on the score of methods proposed; easy to mini

mize its contribution to knowledge; but it is im

possible not to feel the sincerity of the man in

behalf of an orderly, just and righteous govern

ment in industry. '

0RDWAY TEAD.

 
 

NEWS

 

Foreign

—For the second time an epidemic of Spanish

influenza is occupying medical minds in England.

Reports on the 23d indicated that the death rate

during the last two weeks has been one in every

five cases. In London alone there are 1,800 police

men sick in hospitals.

—Exports to the United States from India, as

shown by the records of the Bombay consulate, ad

vanced in value from $8,261,283 in 1916 to $10,

475,021 in 1917. Although there was an increase

in the value of most articles on the list, that of

castor beans alone accounted for $1,984,006 of the

$2,213,738 gain.

—It is said that American mining men are quit

ting Chihuahua, in Mexico, to escape paying Villa

tribute after March lst. The operators fear that

their property will be pillaged and damaged, but

declare that payment to Villa would lead to imme

diate difficulty with the Carranza Government on

charges of aiding rebels.

—The President of the German—Austrian Re

public in a speech made on the 17th declared that

the Republic was firmly established, and that the

Hapsburg dynasty was a thing of the past. He

said the formal abdication of the throne would be

demanded from former Emperor Charles, who had

only withdrawn from the Government and had

not abdicated.

—A National City Bank branch opened at Vladi

vostok, Siberia, February 3, and is taking deposit

accounts for Allied firms. There is a heavy de—

mand for American exchange and a considerable

demand for American credit, but the market is one

sided and extremely limited. There has been only

one request for financing industries. The bank

offices are daily crowded.

—The election held in Poland on January 29th

for a constituent assembly was the first election in

14-0 years without foreign rule, Premier Pade

rewski and M. Dmowski received fifty per cent. of

the total vote; the Polish Socialist party got 15

per cent., while the remainder went to Jewish

candidates. Out of 435,000 eligible voters, 320,000

voted. \Vomen voted in great numbers.

—It is said that Lenine and Trotzky difier in

regard to the acceptance of the proposal for a

conference at Princes Islands. Lenine, it is said,

wishes to accept the invitation on accourt of the

economic conditions of Russia, which he declares

is hopeless, while Trotzky, at Petrograd. is de

clared to be of the opinion that the occupation of

the Ukraine would insure food and fuel supplies to

the Soviet Government.

-—During the last year, announces Commerce

Reports, there were thirty corporations, financed

by Japanese capital, organized in agricultural

enterprises in a single district in the Philippines.

The number and capitalization of these corpora—

tions are about the same as those of the agricultu

ral corporations financed by Filipinos in the whole

archipelago during the year. Japanese capital

has also become active in the sugar industry in the

islands.

——Prominent business men in several of the

largest cities of Australia have organized a com

pany with sufficient capital to route out an aerial

course from Sydney to London, with the idea of

developing a practical route for mail and passen—

ger service between Australia and England. After

the completion of a survey, it is proposed to

finance a company in London to operate the serv

ice to Australia with the idea of making a complete

journey in 150 hours between London and Sydney.

—King Victor Emmanuel has signed a decree

of amnesty to soldiers and members of their fami

lies sentenced for political and economic ofl'enses,

treason and speculation alone being excluded.

The preamble of the decree, after referring to the

brilliant Allied victory, says: “ vWe also celebrate

in our hearts, with sincere faith, the pact of the

Society of Nations, which must be the intangible

charter of humanity. The whole Italian people

must receive and understand with joy the high

value of this pact and its immortal meaning."

—If plans adopted by a special committee are

carried out, Tokyo will become a city with an area

_of 226 square miles—a startling contrast to its

present area of 30 square miles. The Tokyo Asahi

claims that the absorption of the score of suburban

cities, some of which the editor says possess larger

populations than other principal cities, excepting

Osaka, Yokohama, Kobe, Kyoto and Nagoya, will

make Tokyo the largest city in the world. The

movement is to bring thesc suburban towns under

one administration.

—It is said that the German Cabinet voted early

on Sunday morning to reject the Allied terms for

the renewal of the armistice and take the chances
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of an Allied military advance being ordered. But

after consultation with the party leaders, the de

cision was changed, and the same evening orders

were issued that the armistice be signed. The

National Assembly at Weimar was subsequently

deluged with telegrams calling for an order for a

period of national mourning. It is said that here

after the German Armistice Commission will be

under control of the Foreign Ofiice.

—The influence of the war on the Philippines

was very marked, reducing greatly the trade with

Great Britain and all the friendly European

countries, there being none with Central Europe.

Meanwhile the trade with the Orient greatly in

creased. Trade with Japan amounted in 1917 to

62 per cent. over that in 1916, and that with China

was much greater than that of 1916 and nearly

double that of 1915. This was due to the shorter

hauls in the Oriental countries, and the govern

ment subsidized Japanese lines carried the bulk of

the imports and exports, thus largely determining

their origin and destiny. '

—-Georges Clemenceau, Prime Minister of

France and President of the Peace Conference,

was shot on the 19th as he was entering his auto

mobile to go to a session of the Peace Council.

Seven shots were fired by a so-called anarchist

named Emile Cottin, three of which entered the

Premier's body. At first it was supposed that his

wounds were slight, but the X-ray later devel

oped that his lung had been penetrated, and con

siderable anxiety was felt for several days. But

it is now reported that he is able to see visitors,

and wished to leave his house, a request, however,

denied by his physicians.

—The Social Demokraten of Christiania, Nor

way, published in its issue of January 27 a wire

less message from the Russian Soviet Government,

through Tchicherin, People's Commissary of For

eign Affairs, protesting against demands of the

new armistice agreements providing that the Allies

control matters concerning Russian war prisoners

in Germany and their return home, and denounc—

ing alleged attempts of the Allies to compel Rus—

sian war prisoners to enlist with the White Guards.

In the same issue appears a telegram from Berlin

which says: “ Alleging that Russian prisoners of

war in Germany are being sent home only in order

to strengthen the military forces of the Bolsheviki,

the Allied representatives of the Armistice Com

mission demanded last Saturday that the sending

home of Russian war prisoners should stop. The

German commission protested against this order,

and maintained that such an act would lead to

revolts, as the Russian prisoners already had been

notified about their impending return."

Legislation

~On the 18th the Nonpartisan League of

North Dakota enacted into law in the lower house

of the legislature the State—owned terminal eleva

tor and flour bill and the bill providing homes for

residents of the State.

—On the 18th Congress adopted by a vote of

282 to 19 the conferees' report of the oil and

mineral land leasing bill. It opens up the devel—

opment of vast areas of western land. The Senate

has yet to act on the measure.

—On February 18th in a three hours' debate on

the foreign language bill which prohibits the

teaching of languages other than English in the

public and parochial schools of the State of North

Dakota, the House killed the measure by a roll

call of 79 for and 28 against.

—Abandonmcnt of the Rivers and Harbors bill

rider providing for a survey of the St. Lawrence

with a view to the construction of an international

ship canal is being urged by the Merchants' Asso—

ciation as unprofitable and as inimieal to the canal

system of New York State and to the commercial

supremacy of the port of New York.

——On the 18th the House unanimously passed

the Army Appropriation bill of $1,070.000,000

for the support of the military establishment dur

ing the year beginning next July. The Military

Committee's plan, authorizing a temporary army

of 509,000 men and 28,500 officers, was eliminated

from the bill. The measure provides for an army

of 175,000 men, the limit set by the National De

fense act of 1916.

—On February 18 the Senate passed the Rivers

and Harbors bill, carrying appropriations of $33,—

000,000, over the protest from Senators of New

York and the New England States. By a vote of

48 to 18 the Senate adopted an amendment to

the bill calling upon the International Joint Com

mission created under treaty between the United

States and Canada in 1909 to ascertain what

improvement of the St. Lawrence River was neces

sary from Lake Ontario to the sea to establish

ocean-going commerce direct to Europe.

—On the 13th the House Ways and Means Com

mittee arrived at a decision that the sale in the

Victory Liberty Loan in April of short term notes,

maturing in from one to five years, would be the

plan instead of bonds, as in the previous loans.

The committee was informed from the Treasury

that the plan was acceptable to Mr. Glass. Na

tional authorization of the notes was fixed at

$7,000,000,000. Authority was given to the Sec

retary of the Treasury to fix the rate of interest on

the four different types of notes to be issued.

-—Before the Senate Interstate Commerce Com

mittee on the 18th, Daniel Willis, president of

the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, proposed the

ultimate consolidation of all railroads into about

twenty-five great systems along present lines, as

an alternative to the project of establishing re

gional systems on a geographical basis. Mr.
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Willis maintained that under his system the big

roads would absorb the weaker ones, and while in

the regional system all competition would be lost,

in his plan the competition would be maintained.

-—United States Senator Kenyon has introduced

a bill providing for study and a report to Congress

on a plan to enable every American worker to own

his home. It is the second of the progressive

Senator's 'industrial welfare " bills. The first

was Kenyon's unemployment bill, which would

create an emergency board to provide work when

unemployment is widespread. Senator Kenyon’s

idea is that'the Government should extend aid to

workers to the extent of financing them in much

the same way as aid is now given farmers under

the farm loan act.

—Senator Vardaman was the first of the critics

of the President's League of nations program.

Discussing it in the Senate on the 18th, he declared

that the League was unconstitutional, and said that

it carried the American people into unexplored

regions of diplomacy and presented a problem that

will test the capacity of the American people for

self—government and the preservation of the Amer

ican Constitution. He was followed later in the

week by Senators Poindexter, Borah and Reed,

who all were convinced that the League was a

monstrous scheme and would lead to war.

—The House on the 19th adopted the confer

ence report of the Post Office Appropriation bill.

In the course of the debate an attem t was made

to throw out an appropriation of 300,000,000

for good roads. This item was opposed by Rep

resentative Cannon and other Republicans, on the

ground that it was extravagant in view of the im

mense tax burden of the country. But the sup'

porters of the bill maintained that every mile of

good roads was an added asset, and that it would

provide employment for a large number of return

ing soldiers. The vote to eliminate the good roads

item was lost by 258 to 70.

—An informal agreement was reached on the

19th by the Senate Banking and Currency Com—

mittee that no action would be taken at this ses

sion of Congress on the bill of Senator Weeks of

Massachusetts to abolish the office of the Comp

troller of the Currency. The name of John Skel

ton Williams was up for renomination in the Sen

ate for this oflice, and Senator Weeks opposed this

renomination. In the House on the 15th Repre—

sentative L. V. McFadden, a member of the Com

mittee on Banking and a former president of the

Pennsylvania Bankers' Association, introduced a

similar bill in the House to abolish the office of

the Comptroller of the Currency, and followed this

up with a resolution to investigate Comptroller

John Skelton \Villiams’s conduct of the office.

I

Proportional Election

—A curious experiment at Sligo should be noted.

The municipality, bankrupt and ungovernable, got

a private bill to enable it to try proportional repre

sentation. The result has been to break the ascen

dency of the political machine. In a Sinn Fein

stronghold the non—party Ratepayers' Association

comes out on top, and Labor (politically Sinn

Feinist) has won its independence, while a popular

Unionist secured the largest poll. The result will

be a clean and reliable administrative body. Irish

opinion is deeply impressed, and there is already

a movement for the general adoption of Propor

tional representation as the cure for boss rule in

local government. The “ list ” plan would hardly

serve this end so well.

—The working of proportional representation at

the recent German election deserves careful study.

The Germans followed the usual Continental sys—

tem. The constituencies are very large (only 38

in the whole Republic) and each returns from 6

to 16 members (average 11). The voting is by

lists. Each party, or any local group of 50 elec

tors, may present a list, which may contain as

many names of candidates as there are seats. The

order of the names is fixed by the party. Electors

then vote not for individual candidates but for

party lists. The votes cast determine how many

candidates of each list are elected, following the

prearranged order. Thus the more valued names,

which come first in each list, are fairly sure of

election. Combination (Verbindung) of two lists

is permitted, but has rarely been tried at this elec

tion. The system is less accurate than that advo

cated by the late Lord Courtney, and gives more

power to the disciplined party and less to indi

vidual choice, but is simpler, and makes for strong

leadership.

Sufl'rage

——Representative Jeannette Rankin of Montana

has made a statement calling upon the sufl'ragettes

of the country to support James R. Mann of Illi—

nois as speaker of the House of Representatives.

She recalled that Mr. Mann had voted for the

suffrage amendment to the Constitution when he

was forced to leave the hospital to do so.

—At a hearing before the Judiciary Committee

at Albany on bills aiming to give preference to vet

erans of the world war and the Spanish-American

war in civil service appointments, several women

spoke strongly in opposition. Miss Louise Gill~

man, speaking for the National Board of Young

VVomen’s Christian Association of New York, said

that the measure would be unfair to women who

served as nurses and ambulance drivers here and

in France; they are unfair to the women who do

voted all their time and energy to making uniforms

for the men who fought, who worked in munition

plants and factories to fill the places of the men

who went to the front. Mrs. Gertrude Cone said

that the bills would break down the civil service

system which has taken years to build up and

safeguard, and Mrs. Wilcox of Buffalo said that
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the measure would create an office-holding trust

which could not be ousted for more than a genera

tion.

Reconstruction

—In the New York Supreme Court on the

20th Justice Nathan Bijur approved the incor

poration of the “ League of Nations' Union,"

which body, according to the petition, has been

organized “ to promote international justice,

friendship and co-operation in a League of Nations

for the common welfare."

—-The Louisiana State Teachers' Association in

the last year has been active in campaigning for

improvements in educational procedure in that

State, where it was declared that it seemed that the

framers of the “ State Constitution had carefully

planned to prevent education instead of promoting

it." Five constitutional amendments were ratified

at the last election, all in the nature of financial

support for popular education.

—On the 23d Federal Judge Landis in Chicago

imposed a sentence of twenty years in the Leaven

worth Federal Prison on Victor L. Berger of

Milwaukee, Representative—elect, and on four other

Socialist leaders. The five men were convicted of

conspiracy to obstruct the draft in violation of the

Espionage act. They are out on $25,000 bail on

declaration that they wish to take their cases to

the United States Supreme Court.

—In Omaha, Neb., on the 18th the Trans

Mississippi Readjustment Congress assembled to

lay out a program for business, farming, and other

interests with a view to the reconstruction of in

dustry in the \Vest. The subjects discussed were

the stabilizing of prices during the readjustment

period, the disposition of government war material

on hand, the estimated amount of labor required

for 1919 production, the control of materials to

avoid market demoralization, the effect of foreign

competition on business, and similar questions.

-—The National Association for the Advance—

ment of Colored People, through its secretary,

John R. Shillady, made public on the 22d a letter

to Secretary of War Newton D. Baker, protesting

against a memorandum issued by command of

Brigadier General Nicholson, on February 14-, at

Camp Upton, to the commanding officers of various

colored units now at that camp, directing the com

manding ofiicers to instruct their men and their

families not to use any hostess house in the camp

except the one set aside for colored soldiers at

Second avenue and Thirteenth street.

—Frances Perkins was confirmed on the 19th

as a member of the Industrial Commission by a

vote of 34- to 16 in the Senate at Albany, and was

sworn in. Miss Perkins succeeds to an $8,000

oiliee for a term of six years, which is the largest

salary any woman employe has ever received in

a government position in New York State. In

the course of the debate the fact was brought out

that Frances Perkins in private life is known as

Mrs. Paul Wilson. It appears that much of the

opposition to Miss Perkins was on account of the

fact that she had inspected and attempted to cor

rest conditions in Niagara County canneries.

—-“ The All-Russian Central Cooperative Com

mittee on Activities in America " is the inscription

on the door of a suite of oflices in New York City

opened March 1. Nothing that ever went under

the name in “'ashington came so near to being a

Russian Embassy in the United States, for in this

office are found the representatives of the Russian

Cooperative Movement, a democratic organization

which includes over half of the people of all of

Russia. As for this American Committee, it has

been appointed by the All-Russian Central Execu

tive Committee, elected by the last All-Russian Co—

operative Congress, held in Moscow two years

ago.

—The Bureau of Internal Revenue of the Treas—

ury Department has distributed a circular of explicit

information on the mode of paying the revenue tax

It concludes: “ Reveuue officers will visit every

county in the United States to aid taxpayers in

making out their return. The date of their arrival

and the location of their offices may be ascertained

by inquiring at offices of collectors of internal

revenue, postofiiees and banks. Failure to see these

officers, however, does not relieve the taxpayer of

his obligation to file his return and pay his tax

within the time specified by law. In this case tax

payers must seek the Government, not the Govern

'ment the taxpayer."

——Dr. Stephen S. Wise, who has returned from

Europe, in addressing a Council of Jewish \Vomen

on the 18th, declared that “ the establishment of

the League of Nations will be the test of sincerity

of the Allied Powers in professing that they warred

for the liberation of the smaller nationalities, for

the unimparable independence of the lesser peoples.

If there be no league of nations, none of the smaller

nationalities will long be secure." Dr. \Vise de

scribed the extraordinary position which President

Wilson has come to have in England, France, and

Italy, he having witnessed some of the European

receptions which greeted the President. “ The

peoples of Europe do not trust all those who are

invested with leadership at this time, but President

Wilson commands the faith of all the Allied

peoples."

—-A joint conference of the Agricultural Com

mission of the American Bankers’ Association and

the agricultural committees of forty-two State

Bankers' Associations will be held in \Vashington

February 26 and 27, with the Secretary, Assistant

Secretaries, and bureau chiefs. of the Department

of Agriculture, representatives of the Bureau of

Education, and the Federal Farm Loan Board.
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The object of the conference is to shape the bank

ers’ plans for 1919 in the matter of dealing with

agricultural problems. Speaking of the expansion

of the interest of bankers to other fields of activ

ity, the chairman of the Commission, Joseph

Hirsch, of Corpus Christi, Texas, said: “ The

bankers are especially interested in farm tenancy

and should attempt some concerted action looking

to the purchase of farms by present farm tenants

and to long-time leases on terms that will con—

serve the soil. These matters are of vital import—

ance to the nation, but have received but scant

consideration as yet by our bankers."

—Josephus Daniels, Secretary of the Navy,

ordered a searching investigation of the situation

in the Third Naval District, and sent from the

Jud e Advocatc's office in \Vashington a lawyer

in he naval service with full powers to probe

every fact. A scandal has arisen in connection

with the Third Naval District, the chief points of

which seem to be that men who were physically

unfitted for the navy or naval reserve were ac

cepted for enlistment upon false medical records;

many were assigned to duties far removed from

the war zone and actual sea service; some were

transferred from one district to another in order

to escape sea service; others were permitted to con

tinue their business activities, attending to their

duties in the navy for an hour or two, or even less

each day, and many were passed upon for early

discharge from the service after the signing of

the armistice. Mr. Daniels said that the Depart—

ment has been investigating for several weeks the

Third Naval District, and that as soon as the

investigation was completed the fullest publicity

would be given. Numerous arrests have been made

and several trials are under way.

Lab-or

—On the 23d six or seven thousand striking

textile workers in Lawrence, Mass” assembled

on a vacant lot for a mass meeting because the

use of the public common had been denied them.

They were also forbidden by the authorities to

parade. The workers are out on strike for a forty

eight hour week.

—Three of the most influential employers’ as

sociations in Austria, the Industrial Club, the Cen—

tral Association of Austrian Manufacturers, and

the Austrian Manufacturers’ Association, have

combined and formed the Imperial Federation of

Austrian Industries, to maintain the interests of

employers as a class and to conduct a systematic

opposition to the union of their employes, num

bering many thousands.

—The American delegates on the Commission

of International Labor Legislation of the Peace

Conference have submitted a number of proposi

tions, among which is one that demands that

the seamen shall be allowed to leave their vessels

when the vessels are in a safe harbor, and asked

that equal wages shall be paid to women as to men

for equal work, and that the wage agreed upon

shall conform to the standards of living of the

time.

——The Independent Labor Party of Ontario,

Canada, has come to be known as the “ fighting

labor party.” It declares in the opening sentence

of its declaration of principles that the object

of the Independent Labor Party of Ontario is to

promote the political, economic and social interests

of people who live by their labor, mental or manual,

as distinguished from those who live by profit upon

the labor of others.

—The revised statistics on building deficiency

issued on the 18th by the United States Depart

ment of Labor indicate a shortage in building in

the North Atlantic States to the extent of $588,

430,000. The estimate is based on a study of

building permits issued in the larger cities before

and during the war. This indicates that the dis

trict is behind normal development in building

projects fifty per cent. for the last two years, in

addition to the normal schedule for 1920.

——The annual report of the Chief Inspector of

Mines in India for the year 1917 deals with labor

conditions and output. During the year, the re~

port states, the average number of persons work

ing in and about the mines regulated by the Indian

Mines Act was 211,881, of whom 188,042 worked

underground and 78,889 on the surface. This is

an increase of 13,962 workers, or 7.05 per cent

over 1916. Those emploved in coal mines num

bered 158,683, which is an increase of 10,224

compared with 1916.

——The following cablegram from Ambassador

Frederic J. Stimson, at Buenos Aires, shows strike

situation in that city: “ Port strike, after 40 days'

shut down, worse; more than 100 vessels waiting

discharge. Some vessels discharging Buenos Aires

cargo in Montevideo and other ports, making great

difficulties for banks and importers, but nothing

else feasible. Import and export business com—

pletely paralyzed; wool ad hide dealers declare

indefinite lockout. Strike renewed at Vasena Iron

\Vorks; new general strike feared.n

—In an endeavor to form a closer relationship

between organized labor and the discharged sol—

diers and sailors the Central Labor Council and

Metal Trades Council of the State of \Vashington

have been holding meetings to discuss the forma—

tion of a soldiers’ and sailors' organization. A

number of unions have contributed to a fund needed

to furnish relief for soldiers and sailors and to

assist them in securing employment, and have

made arrangements to admit the returned men to

membership in the unions without the payment of

initiation fee. The committee in charge of this

organization work will make special efforts to pro
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tect the soldier and sailor from unscrupulous

employers.

—The Industrial Banner of Canada reports that

organized labor in Peru has won a great victory.

As a result of the triumph gained in the recent gen

eral strike the government has decreed that the

eight-hour day shall henceforth be the standard in

all trades and industrial occupations, and that the

supreme court shall act as mediator and arbitrator

between employes and employers, and that it shall

make it easy for the workers to secure a hearing at

all times with the least possible delay and to secure

information and advice without being put to ex

pense of a legal nature. It is also intimated that

the supreme court will recognize that labor has

rights which no law technicalities should be allowed

to interfere with.

—The Consolidated Organization of Express—

men is the name of a new affiliated body of the

American Federation of Labor. It was recently

formed in Richmond, Va., by the merging of the

Brotherhoods of Railway Clerks, already affiliated

with the American Federation of Labor, and the

National Association of Expressmcn, which was

an independent union. The new organization in

lorsed government ownership of the railroads, the

express service, and telegraph and telephone lines.

These 400,000 express workers of the American

nation have been described as having been paid

the lowest wages, having worked for the longest

number of hours, and as subject to the worst work

ing conditions of any class of white labor in

America.

-—There is an alarming number of miners in this

country physically unfit for this work because of

conditions in the mines, said Dr. A. J. Lanza,

chief of the United States Division of Industrial

Hygiene, at a meeting of mining engineers. The

speaker said that these physical unfits are more

numerous than in any other country in the world.

Dr. Lanza declared that as long as “ dry drilling ”

is permitted in hard-rock mines there would be an

inordinate amount of pulmonary disease among

miners; that “dry drilling” apparatus might be

as deadly as a machine gun, though somewhat

slower, and that its continued use in the mining in—

dustry is a matter of reproach. American ingenu

ity, he said, should be able to produce a water drill

that would make nearly impossible miners' con

sumption. The speaker urged adequate ventila—

tion facilities underground and medical and surgi

cal aid, so that illness and injury of a minor char

acter might be promptly treated.

—\Iicromcter Lodge 4-60, International Associa

tion of Machinists, passed a resolution protesting

against the deportation of the fifty-four aliens

gathered in the West and held at Ellis Island for

deportation. The resolution was addressed to Sec—

retary Wilson, of the Department of Labor, and

appealed to him to remember the time when he

was a miner and to disapprove of this shameful

act. “ You cannot act," said the resolution, " as

a tool of the enemies of labor. Organized labor will

not tolerate this act." Secretary “'ilson in his

letter in reply stated that now that there was no

unusual danger in overseas travel he would carry

out the full provision of the law, first because it

was his sworn duty, and second because any for

eigner who comes to this country and advocates

chanaging our form of government by force is an

invading enemy who is treated with great leniency

when he is deported to the land from which he

came. " When our own citizens desire," said the Sec

retary, “to change the form of government they

can do so peaceably in the manner provided by

the Constitution."

 

THE PUBLIC 0.\' THE News STANDS

The Public is distributed through the American

News Company only on the non-returnable basis.

Those who prefer to buy their magazines through

the newsdcaler can order The Public in the regular

way from any newsdealer in the country.
 

 

Books on and
  

 

. by

' H President Wilson

The New Freedom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..$l.00

This is the President‘s most popular work.

Congressional Government . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.50

\Vritten more than 30 years ago—and in the light

of events today is tremendously interesting.

Woodrow Wilson, an Interpretation . . . . . . . . . . 1.50

By A. MAUIHCE Low
A new and brilliantly written book, frankly ap

preciative. _

Selected Addresses and Public Papers . . . . . .. .70

The Best collection published. Bound in Limp

Croft leather.

Other Books by President “11am:

A History of the American People. Popular Edi

tion. 10 vols . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..$80.00

George Washington. illustrated. .. 2.00

When a Man Comes to Himself..

On Being Human . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ._

President of the United States . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .00

THE HENRY GEORGE BOOK SHO

122 East 37th Street New York

  

 

 

Tlili NATIONAL NONPARTISAN LEAGUE

Get the truth concerning this organization. Send 4°C for

special bundle of League papers and pamphlets. Address

The National Nonpartisaa begun, Box 495, St. Paul, Minn

  

 

 

FOR SALE—Volume I, bound; Volume II

and III, unbound, of the Standard. All in good

condition. What are they worth to you? A. S. C.

care The Public.

I

 



March 1. 1919 A Journal of Democracy 2N
09

 

l' ‘ ‘Ii!Iiiiilliiil]iilllllilliiiiiii!IlliIiillilllliilliiIlllIiiil1Hill]liIlllIIllIllillllllllllliilililiJillillillililillllillliilililiiilllllllllllllllllilliIlllilliillllll[IlliHIillllllllIiIIIlll[IHIiiillIII!illlllilllillllliiilllilllillHillIlilliili’iliilIiIllIlililllililllililllig

The Backward-Looking Senate

illillllllllllIIIlill!Il|illllllllllIlllllllllIIIIIlliilllilililill]iillillIIilllllllIlllllllllllllllillllilllllilililllll(ll7lllI]HillillllIII1|lllll|IIIlIIll!|llllllllllllilllllllllllllllllilllllIIIIIIIIIIlllllllllllllllillillHilllilllllllllllllillllllflllllllllllllII!!!

  

OURROLLOF

WORKERS

 

Everyone listed below sent

in. recently, one or more

new :ubscriplt‘om lo The

Puelic or has co-opemied

in other ways.

(Continual)

Kitchel, D. S.

Kitcheit, Florence L.

Knickenberger, O. R.

Krieher, John

Krober, A. L.

La Bountie, Frank V.

La Harwood, Mrs. P. de

Larimer, R. L.

arnb, . A.

Landroth, H. M.

Larson, Oscar

La Rue. Chas.

Lee, Celia F.

Lee. Mrs. Geo. E.

Lepper, A. G.

Lloyd, R. Louis

Lubetsky, B.

Luther. Archie E.

.Lutz, Harry

Lynch, F. W.

MacDanieI, L. O.

Macdougisd, Vim. J.

Mackensen. Mrs. Louis

Marder. Clarence

McDowell, M. H.

McEwin, E. L.

McMahon, W. A.

Meighen, Thomas J.

Meioon, W. N.

Monger, H. G.

Miles, J. J.

Millet, C. S.

Mitchell, Mrs. D. D.

Moller, Aage

Moore, R. C.

Moran, Katherine M.

Moran, Robt.

Morrell, H. P.

Moser. Wrn.

Mosher, L. H.

Murphy, Louis R.

Nelson, Walter M.

Newburger, G. F.

Northrup, E. D.

Norton, E. Q.

Norton, N.

Oberly, John

O'Brien, Frank R.

Olney. Harry W.

Orern, A. J.

Orton, C. W.

Otis, Arthur S.

Pancner, Anna.

Perkin, J. H.

Peacock, A. G.

Pease. P. L.

Perkins, F. M.

Parley, Lyman K.

Pernod, Alex.

Perry, Frank 1.‘

Perry. W. R.

Peters, M. E.

Peterson. A. F.

Peterson, E. d.

Pomeroy, Alice

Post, Che". J.

Post, Mn

"‘
_.:\'

Ever since Jefferson and Paine, a good hundred

years ago, urged the need of town-meetings and

other methods of educating the people, to bring to

this country and the world not order alone, but order

and liberty, senates have come and gone.

useless procession continues to obstruct progress.

The Senate should be ended or radically reformed.

This number of THE PUBLIC is a good one to cir

culate Widely to that end.

On April 14th the subscription price of THE

PUBLIC will be raised to $3.00.

intervening, everyone has an opportunity to renew

at the old rate for as many years as he desires and to

introduce new readers at $1 for 26 issuesf"

'In this connection the prices of other publications may be interesting:

The New Republic sells at $5 per year, The Survey at $4, The Nation at $4.

The Living Age at $6, The Dial at $3 for 26 numbers, and The Liberator (only

 

12 numbers), at 82.

And the

In the six weeks

2

S

S

g

S

g
g

E

gl  

 

Preston, Flora M.

Prichard, Thos.

Rankin, Lois

Reefer, Zerlina

Reeves, E. A.

Reinhart, Louis

Rice. Wallace

Richards, Jos. L.

Ringdehi, F. W.

Roberts, Mark F.

Robison, G.

Rohde. Alice

Romberg. Bernard

Russell, C. H.

Russell, F. T.

Russell, Genevieve

Russell, H. D.

Sackett, Mary J.

Sanborn, A. H.

Sanders, B. H.

Savory, Dr. C. J.

Sawyer, F. '1‘.

Schaetsr, H. J.

Schaick. Louis

Scheer. Wm. H.

Schmidt, Katherin L.

Schroeder. H. W.

Schwartztraub, E. E.

Scofleid. E. M.

Scott, John F.

Scott, Julian P.

Scribner, Grace

Bears, Wm. B.

Beaver, Benj. F.

Sells, Leon R.

‘_':-pe, B. B.

\'.--.'ev, Ruth C.

B .‘wmm, 3195aer

S M.\"15- IO“

Shi'v ior, L O.

siddiii. M“! A. M.

Blnfrm, G. H.

Hinton, Dr. W. K.

Skealrn A.'G.

BIOVGI, C. 93.

Small, John H.

‘m h, AIM

Smith, F )2.“

"i a!
efmiimmiiliiiiiliiiiiwmliii“liliililliliiililliillliiiiilillliii. new

Smith, H. L.

Smith, Miller A.

Snyder, J. G.

Spears, Ethel I.

Spiro, M.

Vick, Henry

Volimer, H. R.

Von Schantz, G.

“’aight, A. '1‘.

\Valsh, Geo. E.

Steizer, Emma. “'alsh, R.

Sternheim. Rabbi ‘Warner, John

Emanuel Wells, M. M.

Stewart, Josephine I. Wentworth,

Stillweii, R. 13. Franklin H.

Stine, Jos. Westermaier, F. V.

Stone, Mrs. Florence ‘Vesion, T. l.

Storer \Vheatiey. W. H.

Strayen, Lem. Wheeler, Gen. 13.

Stuart, Howard

Sullivan, John

Swanson, John A.

Thiome, Theo. 1“.

Thompson, Grace

Thorpe, Garrett L.

Titus. Geo. F.

Tonkins, J. Willis

Tools. A. L.

Treit, Martin

Trowbridge, Lydia J.

Tucker, J. W.

Vi'heeiock, O. K.

Whltcomb, Miss C. G.

White, C. S.

WVhite. John F.

Whitfield. J. A.

Whittemore, B. A.

Wilcox, W. R. B.

\Viiiiams, J. R.

Wingardner, H. J.

Wingert. Perry L.

Wingert, R. R.

Wirick, C. M.

=HIIlliliillililllllllillfliililMillllliiililllllillllllllllllllllillliillllllllllllliiilllllllillillllllii1m

  

Tuliock, Seymour W. Wise, E. P.

Turner, H. G. Wrather, John L,

Tutt, Helen Young, 13 I.

Van Ness, M. M. Zane, N. B

Zbinden, Theo.

Zieionka, Rabbi Martin

Van Wagenen,

Dr. Geo. A.

 

The Public

122 East 37th Street, New York

Enclosed find $2 for which extend my subscription to

Tun Pusuc one year, and $1 for which send Tn: Punuc

for six months to the two names herewith.

[Add 35c. and we will show our thanks by sending you

a copy of Frederic C. Howe's new book, “ The Only Pos

sible Peace." or of " Joseph Feis: His Life Work " or

" Woodrow Wilson's Selected Addresses," edited by Al

bert Bushnell Hart.]

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Address. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

[Please check the book you prefer]

 

,-."Iraq-II


