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THE Senate is still investigating Bolshevism.

It is gratifying to find the Senate seek

ing information, whatever the purpose, for that

body is badly in need of knowledge on almost

any subject from taxation to good manners.

The investigating committee seems determined

to have a one-sided hearing. Politicians who

have never been nearer Russia than East Side

New York are called to recite personal opinions

by the hour, and fossilized bureaucrats are per

mitted to encumber the record with second-hand

or hearsay evidence. By way of variety some

ill—balanced radical is called and badgered for

an hour or two. Or, tiring of exercise, the com

mittee goes in for vaudeville, listening to lurid

tales of the nationalization of women. Or else

the garrulous Lamar tells ghost stories of con

spiracies that make Senatorial hair stand on

end, but scare no one outside of the Senate

Chamber. Colonel Robins of the Red Cross

seems to have been called by accident, for he

gave almost the only information at the hear

ing. One wonders why the Government’s own

experts are not called. The State Department,

the War Trade Board, and the War Industries

Board have gathered a wealth of data with re

gard to Russia. Why are they not called upon?

Maybe the committee has burnt its fingers once

upon Colonel Robins and does not intend to take

a second chance.

PPONENTS of the League of Nations,

who have launched a so-called “ Nonparti

san ” movement to send speakers throughout

the country, appear to be collecting congenial

spirits. Senator Reed of Missouri, who gives

the nonpartisan cast to a Republican organi

zation, voted against the sufl'rage amendment

in the Senate. Senators Lodge and Brandegee

voted against the amendment; Borah and Knox

were paired, and Johnson was absent. Poin

dexter seems to be the only one of the non

partisans who voted for the amendment. But,

as if to counteract that, Colonel Henry Wat

terson, lifelong opponent of woman suffrage,

was made president of the organization. Marse

Henry has gotten into strange company. Some

of his admirers have wondered why he should

oppose so strenuously the best Democrat the

party has put forth, President Wilson. Per

haps it is because he wished to be with the anti

sufi'ragists.

HE Bourbons, according to the old saw,

never learn anything and never forget

anything. The first half may be correct, but

the second certainly needs revision. Our own

Bol'rbons have forgotten insurgency. The Re

publican caucus has placed the party leadership

in the hands of the same group who failed so

miserably ten years ago, and whose leadership

converted a Republican majority into a minor

ity. Mann, Cannon, Moore, Fordney, and Mon

dell are in the saddle and are already dreaming

of easy dominance in the next Congress. It

would be better judgment on their part to

watch the forthcoming conferences of progres

sive Republicans at Chicago. The Tory

strength seems more important than it really is,

because it is united, and the progressives seem

weak, because they lack leadership. Too many

of them are nursing Presidential ambitions, but

the leaders are bound to arise, as LaFollette

and Murdock arose to lead in 1910. The Chi

cago conference is only one of the lesser storms

that presage the inevitable tempest. If the man

agers of the Tory circus were wise, they would

realize that this is no time to hold a parade.
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They would be better employed hammering in

their tent pegs against the storm.

ISARMAMENT will be automatically

accomplished if the reported agreement

at Paris limiting Germany to 100,000 men and

a navy of 15,000 proves to be true. Other

nations will soon see that it is unnecessary to

maintain a great military establishment if Ger

many has none. And if she keeps all but 115,

000 of her able-bodied men engaged in industry

the other nations will have to follow her ex

ample in order to compete with her in the mar

kets of the world. When statesmanship was

built upon the idea that national life was main

tained only by force of arms, there was an

insane desire to build great armies and navies;

but when survival depends upon farms and

workshops, there will be the same rivalry in

keeping able—bodied men at productive work.

There need be no fear of military mastery of

one or more countries with a league of nations

to accomplish all that the mightiest armament

could do. Any nation that chose to waste its

substance in that way would rapidly sink into

insignificance.

ECRETARY OF WAR BAKER’S de

mobilization policy seems to have been

vindicated, although criticisms still persist. It

is significant, however, that none of the criti—

cism comes from the soldiers themselves. On

every hand, the soldiers are anxious to get out

of the army as fast as possible. They are not

nearly as much afraid of a week out of work

as they are of an extra week in uniform. Mr.

Baker held from the first that it would be far

better to disband the army rapidly and have a

short, sharp crisis of unemployment, if need

be, rather than to adopt the complex British

scheme and keep unnecessary men under arms.

His view was that the soldiers would be better

off looking for a job than idle in camp. His

opinion seems to have been sound, for the turn—

ing point in unemployment seems to have been

reached. For nearly three months the Govern—

ment reports showed a steady increase of 20

per cent. a week in the number of unemployed.

There has been no appreciable increase in the

last three weeks, although demobilization con

tinues. Incidentally, the disbanding of the

army has been an orderly process with us, and

there have been no such incidents as the British

and Canadian riots of soldiers exasperated by

[delays in discharge. The British plan no doubt

looked nice on paper, but human beings, unlike

merchandise, do not always respond to blue

prints.

THERE are rumblings of rebellion against

the tVar Labor Board. Labor itself is

turning against it. Charges are being made

quite freely that two of the labor members have

sold out. This is extremely unlikely, but the

situation is serious for all of that. There

is no unity of policy, and the five labor mem

bers are without leadership. Since Victor

Olander’s resignation there is no dominating

personality to hold them together. The em

ployer members have been quick to seize upon

this confusion and have gained back much of

the lost ground. Mr. Basil Manly, Mr. Walsh’s

successor as joint chairman, has become so dis

gusted with the situation that he has resigned,

and only awaits the selection of his successor.

The Board cannot last much longer. Now that

its power of enforcing decisions has been abro

gated by the armistice it must depend largely

upon confidence. It seems to be losing that

very fast.

IN attempting to repair the mischief caused

by the Republican filibuster in the Senate

that held up certain appropriation bills, the

United States Employment Service has been

compelled to reduce its personnel to 20 per

cent. of its former number. Nearly 700 em

ployment ofiices will be discontinued from

March 22. Fortunately the Employment Ser

vice had organized 1,575 community boards

without expense to the Government, and had se

cured the cotiperation of the Council of Na—

tional Defense, the State and municipal employ

ment agencies, the five great associations en—

gaged in war work, and many other church and

welfare organizations in locating work for de

mobilized soldiers and war workers. This great

agency for serving the returning soldiers at this

moment was crippled through the failure of a

bill carrying $1,800,000. The men who as

sumed the responsibility for talking the bill to

death have made much ado over the soldiers.

Possibly the soldiers will now make some ado

over them.
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ROHIBITIONISTS who have won eco—

nomic liberals to their way of thinking are

likely to lose them again by their advocacy of

State constabulary acts for the purpose of en

forcing prohibition. Such acts are aimed di—

rectly at local self-government. Local authori

ties may be lax here and there, but the evils suf—

fered from that cause are not to be compared

with the danger of arbitrary, uncontrolled

force from without. Experience has shown that

State police are used too frequently to break

strikes. The Texas Rangers have killed fully

as many innocent citizens as they have outlaws.

The Coatesville deportations are an index to the

character of the Pennsylvania State police. If

such disorder occurs that the local authorities

are unable to deal with it, the militia are always

subject to call. A civilian militia, however,

which may supersede the local authorities at its

own whim would be intolerable, and it would

exercise its prerogative whenever the regular

police are not sufficiently subservient in indus

trial disputes. The chief trouble with present

police administration is that it is not responsive

enough to public opinion. The establishment

of State constabularies will make public control

more remote, and the connection between the

public and the public servant even more tenuous.

Dry7 legislation is generally the result of popu

lar votes. The people can be trusted to see

to the enforcement of the regulations they be

lieve in. provided they have control of their

own police. If they do not have control, mu

nicipal government needs reforming, and pro

hibition advocates would prove their citizen

ship better by aiding in that process rather than

by fathering Cossack bills.

HILE President McCarter of the Public

Service Railway Company of Northern

New Jersey was declining to see a committee

of men representing the union and breathing

defiance to the organization, Charles W. Eliot,

President Emeritus of Harvard University, was

outlining to a special commission of the Massa

chusetts Legislature a plan to bring about a

partnership between employers and employes.

Dr. Eliot says there must be willingness on the

part of both parties for conciliation, arbitra

tion, and the cooperation of a national govern

ment board to bring about just and progres—

sive settlements. There must be, he says, “ ac

ceptance of the truth that the democracy which

is to be made safe in the world does not mean

equality of possessions or powers, or a dead

level of homogeneous and monotonous society,

but on the contrary the free cultivation of in—

definitely diversified human gifts and capacities,

and the liberty for each individual to do his best

for the common good.” All that right think

ing men ask is equality of opportunity; nothing

less will satisfy them.

WNERS of vacant land in the vicinity of

New York are eagerly watching the prices

of building materials. There had been hope

that wages would decline, but that has almost

been given up and attention is now centered

on building materials. A drop of one dollar

per ton in the price of plaster was hailed with

delight. George Peck, chairman of the Indus

trial Board of the Department of Commerce,

is reported to be working on a chart that is

to convey to the building interests of the coun

try “ acceptable ” prices. The movement for

price stabilization for building materials is com—

ing to a head in Northern New Jersey, where

manufacturers, dealers, lenders, and individuals

and firms from all over the counties in that

part of the State will meet at Paterson with

representatives of the Government to take up

the building-material-price situation and try to

adjust matters on a working basis. Owners of

vacant land are conspicuous by their absence.

But they may be depended upon to do their

part when builders come to the final element——

the ground upon which to build. They will

see to it that their advance in prices will equal

ize all reductions made in the cost of building

materials.

OUR readers must have been surprised to

receive THE PUBLIC for August 17, which

has been lying in the New York Post Office

for nearly seven months, and which was released

for distribution on March 10. There may be

some curiosity to know what heinous offense was

committed by the editors to cause that issue to

be denied the mails. But the readers know as

much about it as the editors. The department

has vouchsafed no explanation, and the officials

when pressed for a reason, have looked wise and

said nothing. Whether the cause of the sus

pension was due to brainstorm on the part of
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the censor or to personal pique on the part of

the Postmaster General—who had figured in an

interview sometime before—or to some trai

torous lapse on the part of the editors, seems

destined to go down in history along with that

other inquiry, “ \Vho struck Billy Patterson? ”

The Irish Answer

NY one whose memory goes back to the

Fenian raids on Canada in the ’sixties, or

who happens to have heard the discussions in

the House of Commons in the ’nineties on Mr.

Gladstone’s Home Rule measures, might feel

dizzy at the proportion and the complexion of

the Irish question today. On reflection he would

find that any solutions he had favored in times

gone by would need revision if not rejection.

But whatever may now be done for its settle

ment by the statesmen and people concerned,

the day for theorizing and speculating and rec

ommending has gone by. The answer to the

Irish question lies in action.

The Irish in Ireland have been doing things.

The Sinn Fein elections and the convention

establishing the Irish Republic are illustrations

of the things done. The forward movement of

Irish rebellion and self-assertion seems to repre

sent a great majority of the elements in the

Irish nation, and cannot be ascribed to any one

section or phase of Irish political life. Ireland

is a factor in the constitution of Europe and is

destined to be a source of trouble in the course

of future history unless properly adjusted.

The times call for a strong statesman in Eng5

land,——a man who will set aside all precedents

and who will do something definite and radical,

who will stop hoping and promising and being

generous. He must dare to make an experi

ment. He must do a real thing, even if it is not

the best thing, and make good the claim of all

Britons that the desire and purpose of their

Government is to be fair and just with Ireland

and give her Home Rule. This must be done

even if Ireland has control of all taxation and

of all customs, which is no more than other

Dominions in the British Empire have. Canada

is nearer to Great Britain than Ireland is, al

though one can cross from England to Ireland

in a ferry boat, while it takes an ocean steam

ship to carry him to Canada. It is not prox

imity of lands that brings cohesion between peo

ples, but similarity of political quality. The

national spirit of Ireland is antagonistic to the

political genius of England, and will be as long

as Ireland is a subject nation. The statesman

that would make Ireland distinct in the matter

of taxation and customs as Canada is distinct,

while he might not settle the Irish question,

would be the first to put it on the road of set

tlement. He would properly place the respon

sibility with its opportunities upon Irish citi

zens, and save the British Empire untold

care and expense. How competent Ireland

would be as a self—ruling people remains to be

seen. But the answer that they will be forced

to give by being thrown upon their own re

sources is the only answer that will satisfy the

world at large and stand a chance of getting its

age—long mental unrest out of the Irish system.

Political Amnesty

ONFIRMATION of the Debs conviction

under the Espionage act by a unanimous

Supreme Court removes virtually the last

doubt that the law is constitutional. But

though the law may now be accepted as con—

stitutional, the moral guilt of the offending

individuals is not affected, nor the degree of

their punishment settled.

An offender tried under a new and uninter—

preted statute stands in a different moral light

from one who breaks a well-established law.

The burglar is guilty morally and legally as

well, but the citizen who persists in refusing

to obey a law compelling vaccination, for in

stance, may be guilty legally, but is not neces

sarily guilty morally. Burglary is regarded in

civilized society as wrong regardless of the stat—

ute; resistance to vaccination is not.

The right of free speech, though recognized

in principle in this country, has never been care

fully defined by the highest court. ‘Many cir

cumstances still remain in the cloudland of un

interpreted legal lore. Various forms of slan—

der have been defined as illegal, and certain

speech is recognized as treasonable in time of

war. Persons guilty of the act know that they

offend against the law, and must expect to be

punished. But there are other cases that are

in‘the borderland of doubt; and where there is

a reasonable doubt regarding the interpretation

of the law the citizen who offends against it
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before it has been finally passed upon by the

Supreme Court is not guilty in the same sense

as he would be if offending after the law has

been affirmed by the court. _

Espionage cases such as Debs’s clearly come

under this interpretation. The offenders claim

their moral and legal right to do what they

did; they cannot hereafter make that claim. It

may be moral, but it cannot be legal until the

law has been repealed. They can as citizens

work to have the statute repealed, or the Con

stitution amended, but they defy the law at

their peril. The right of conscription in this

country was very loosely defined when we en

tered the war. It never had been passed upon

finally by the Supreme Court.

It would be a poor recompense for moral

worth to treat such offenders as Debs as though

they were common criminals. Rather should

the spirit, now that it has been chastened, be

encouraged by setting them at liberty. The

law is now explicitly defined, and there is no

excuse for future offenders. But these when

they ofl'ended could plausibly claim that the

law they defied was not valid.

Much of the spirit that rebelled against the

war, and against conscription was really of the

finest moral quality, and was expressive of the

highest ideals. It should be freed now to carry

on the great work of making the world a fit

place to live in.

Nothing would more become President Wil

son, who throughout the war has kept the high

est ideals to the fore, than to pardon all the

purely political prisoners.

The Paris Plan for a League

of Nations

HE declared purpose of the Constitution

proposed at Paris for a League of Na

tions, which President Wilson has laid before

the American people for their consideration and

of which the full text and an analytical study

appear in this issue, is to secure interna

tional peace, to establish international security,

and to promote international coiiperation.

Who disputes the desirability of that purpose?

But the purpose counts for nothing unless

vitalized by an organization of nations. To op

pose such an organization is to oppose interna—

tional cooperation, security, and peace. And as

organization implies conditions of membership,

a membership scheme is essential. So the Con

stitution proposes an organization of nations

and prescribes a scheme of membership.

Still the world’s longing for international

security, coiiperation, and peace would be dis

appointed if the organization and its member

ship were not held together by appropriate in

ternational covenants. Accordingly, certain

covenants are made. The members agree not to

resort to war; to maintain open, just, and hon

orable relations; to make international law the

actual rule of conduct among governments; to

maintain justice; to respect treaty obligations;

to reduce national armaments; to enforce inter

national obligations by common action; to rec

ognize the fact that the manufacture of muni

tions and implements of war by private enter—

prise is a serious obstacle to international

peace, and to recognize that the well-being and

development of backward peoples is a sacred

trust of civilization. Those covenants must be

regarded as an irreducible minimum by any one

who sincerely desires international security, in

ternational eoiiperation, or international peace.

Yet they are the only obligations which mem

bers of the League would assume, except such

as are involved in'its instrumentalitics. That

there must be instrumentalitics for giving the

pledges their intended effect is a common sense

inference. Those proposed are seven: A Body

of Delegates, an Executive Council, an Interna

tional Secretariat, a Court of International

Justice, a Bureau of Labor, an advisory Com

mission on Military and Naval Questions, and a

Mandatory Commission. Their duties and

powers are so limited as to be only advisory or

arbitrational, except as they are merely clerical.

For serious objections (if any there be) it is

evident that we must turn to the general cov

enants. A nation entering the League would be

bound in honor to disclose the scale of its arma—

ments, the condition of such of its industries as

are capable of being adapted to warlike pur

poses, and its military and naval program.

(Could the world have any assurance of peace

without those obligations?) It would also be

bound in honor to respect and preserve, as

against external aggression, the territorial in

tegrity and existing political independence of its

fellow members. (While distinctly disclaiming

authority over the internal affairs of any nation,
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that pledge unites all against such international

crimes as the German invasion of Belgium.) In

case of war the League reserves the right to

safeguard the peace of the world, and accords

to each member the privilege of drawing the

attention of the Body of Delegates or the Ex

ecutive Council to any international circum

stances which threaten international peace.

(Could any but an inVasive nation, such as Ger

many was when she plunged the world into war

to satisfy her greed for power, object to that

precaution?) The right to make war is sub

ordinated to the duty of submitting disputes to

mediation or arbitration and of accepting

friendly mediatory recommendations and fair

arbitral awards. (What better method does any

critic suggest for preserving international

peace?) Only such a nation as Germany was

in 1914 would want to retain any war-making

privilege which these pledges would obstruct!

The pledges do not prohibit defensive war; they

guard against wanton war.

What, then, of penalties? The offending

member which broke or disregarded its cov

enant not to go to war without first submitting

to arbitration would be regarded as having

committed an act of war andthe penalty would

be an economic boycott. To that extent the

other members would be pledged. But beyond

this, except to allow military passage through

its territory, none would be pledged.

The interests of backward peoples would be

intrusted to mandatory nations, acting for the

League and making annual reports to the

League. Their reports would be examined by

the Mandatory Commission which would also

assist the League to insure observance of the

terms under which the mandatory nations re

spectively would exercise their authority.

There would be no obligation upon any nation

to become a mandatory. This adjustment may

not be ideal, but is it not infinitely better than

the “sphere of influence” policies which land

grabbing interests have evolved and which this

League would put an end to?

Regarding peace activities, the League would

be pledged to freedom of transit and equitable

treatment for the commerce of all its members.

To abolish the evils of secret treaties inter

national bureaus would be under the control of

the League; treaties by members of the League

would be registered with the Secretary General

and be promptly published, and all treaties be

tween members of the League would be abro—

gated if inconsistent with the Constitution of

the League.

Until ratified by all the nine nations whose

representatives compose the Executive Council

and by threefourths of all the members of the

League, amendments would not take efl'ect.

This clause opposes great difficulty to

changing the Constitution. But note the ef

fect of any alternative? Might not more liberal

provisions some time force upon the United

States unacceptable obligations?

Among critics of this League of Nations plan,

it is urged that the United States would have

less representation than Great Britain, because

the self—governing Dominions of Great Britain

—Canada, for instance—would enjoy full mem

bership. But is it not plain that in any gen—

eral organization of nations, it would be neces

sary to treat Canada as a self-governing coun—

try? Although the Provinces of Canada are

analogous to States of our Union, the Dominion

of Canada is not. This is true also of Australia

and New Zealand.

Another objection relates to secession from

the League, the United States being regarded

as bound always to remain a member. But such

rights of secession as any honorable nation

would desire to assert, are fully protected; for

an act of Congress could take the United States

out of the League at any time. Nor would its

doing so be dishonorable if there were honor

able reasons for it. Shall we demand a seces

sion clause in order to secede dishonorably?

The objection that there could be no alter—

ation of existing boundaries of nations is frivo

lous. While it is true that alterations could

not be made by war and conquest, alterations

by agreement between the nations afl'ected

would be as permissible as they are now.

An important objection relates to the Mon

roe Doctrine, it being urged that this American

policy would be abrogated. The Monroe Doc

trine is often referred to as if it secured to the

United States a sort of suzerainty over the

American Continent. In fact, however, we make

no such pretensions. Canada, Brazil, Argen

tina, Mexico are as independent of us as we

are of them. Never has the Monroe Doctrine

meant anything more, except in the minds of

imperialistic eXpansionists, than that the United
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States would not tolerate attempts to establish

foreign despotisms in America. It originated

at a time when Spanish-American countries in

revolt against European autocracy were setting

up republics. To check this tendency, the Holy

Alliance proposed assembling a congress of the

absolute monarchs of Central Europe. Eng

land discovered the royal conspiracy, but, be

ing unprepared at that time to defy the Holy

Alliance, suggested to our minister a policy

which President Monroe adopted. He gave

notice in his message of 1823 that the United

States would “consider any attempt on the part

of the Allied Powers”——Prussia, Russia, Aus

tria, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Turkey, and

France, all ruled by “divine right” monarchs,

-—“ to extend their system to any part of this

hemisphere as dangerous to our peace and lib

erty.” Beyond that declaration against abso

lutism the Monroe Doctrine has never gone.

It would not be weakened, it would be strength

ened in all its wholesome purposes, by the

Paris plan for a League of Nations. This plan

in operation, any attempt at invasion of any

country on this Continent by any European na

tion would be resisted by the League of Nations

no less than it would now be resisted by the

United States alone.

The greatest obstacle to the adoption of the

Paris plan for a League of Nations—for which

Woodrow Wilson, our Democratic President,

and William H. Taft, our Republican ex-Presi

dent—are so cordially coiiperating, is presented

by the despotic “tory” and the despotic “bol

shevist.” Though natural enemies, both are

eager to domineer; and this common character

istic unifies their influence in opposition to the

Paris plan for permanent peace. One opposes

because the plan “ goes too far,” the other be

cause it “does not go far enough.” To neither

of these types, but to democrats who believe

in social progress by peaceful methods, the

world must turn for the blessings which this

plan offers. Lours F. Porn

The British Government and Ireland,

By P. W. Wilson

Formerly member of the House of Commons and Parliamentary Corresponth of the London “ Daily News.”

He is now American Correspondent for the “ News "

HE Irish Race Convention which met at

Philadelphia has appealed to President

Wilson to bring the case of Ireland before the

Peace Conference. This appeal is supported by

a resolution of the late House of Representa

tives in Congress which was passed by an im

mense majority but not ratified by the Senate.

Similar resolutions have been carried in State

Legislatures, and at the Metropolitan Opera

House President Wilson was invited to state a

view. As reported, he confined himself to his

well-known opinion that a settlement of the

Irish question should be part of the establish

ment of a world-wide democracy. He seems to

have indicated that Ireland stands with other

nations awaiting attention. Apparently his at

titude is that the most urgent cases must be

dealt with first. When the turn of Ireland

comes Mr. Wilson will find himself with an en

tirely free hand, and will be able to use his in

fluence on her behalf in any way that circum

stances suggest.

It is an open secret that we have wished to

use the dominions as arbiters or conciliators in

this difficult case. Our dominions have been

curiously reluctant to offer any practical sug

gestions. Possibly the United States will be

less cautious. I would only say that we should

be inclined favorably to consider any scheme

for self-government in Ireland for the proposal

of which the American Government and people

will make themselves responsible. What is it,

precisely, that you want us to do?

It is agreed that in past years Ireland was

grossly misgoverned, not however by the British

people, who had neither vote nor education nor

voice in the matter, but by the same rulers who

alienated the American Colonies. With the

franchise the British democracy is as solid for

self-determination in Ireland as the American

democracy. Even Unionists like Mr. Balfour

are Home Rulers. There is no opposition to

political freedom for Ireland in any quarter of

the civilized globe, except in Ireland herself.
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Not only does Britain want Home Rule, but she

is prepared to pay Ireland a handsome sum of

money to take it. The Home Rule Act is on

the statute book, and can be accepted by Ire

land tomorrow, either as it stands, or with any

reasonable amendments which Ireland may pro

pose. Alternatively, the British Parliament

will speedily ratify any scheme for Irish emanci

pation which Irishmcn desire, as, for instance,

the plan of the Center Party, which consists of

one Parliament in Dublin with four legislatures

for the Provinces. Another idea is that parlia

mentary institutions should be set up in Ireland

with the proviso that the Protestant areas

should come in on their own option. This dip

lomatic concession was made in Australia to

New South Wales and in South Africa. to

Natal. In both cases it secured the union of

the Commonwealth or Dominion. Yet here

again Ireland herself cannot agree to adopt

this mode of procedure. I am not saying that

Ireland is wrong, but in view of the language

used in respect of England, I am entitled to

point out that positive and constructive

schemes have usually been developed in London

and failed before the criticism of Irishmcn

themselves.

I have listened to and read the usual anti

British speech made in America on Ireland.

We are told that England is limiting Ireland’s

trade, plundering her wealth, and refusing to

her a long delayed emancipation. What is the

crux of the whole problem, namely, Ulster, is

seldom, if ever mentioned. From these speeches,

would any one imagine that the sole question

before British statesmanship is whether or not

it would be justifiable to force an Irish consti

tution on Ulster, possibly by means of armed

occupation, or that Ulstermen were being de—

prived of what they consider to be weapons of

defense in order that parliamentary institu

tions may be set up in Dublin without civil war

breaking out elsewhere in Ireland? Yet these

are the facts. I am ready to have pressure

brought on Ulster, if pressure he ultimately

needed. But was Mr. Redmond ready in 1914?

Was Mr. Dillon ready to take this responsi

bility? Would the United States care to have

her troops used for the purpose? I do not de

fend Ulster. I shrewdly suspect that in her

defiant attitude there is an element of bluff.

I think that British Conservatism showed an

undue tenderness to disloyal utterances by Ul

stermen and that Mr. Lloyd George was gravely

to blame when he patronized Sir Edward Car

son and raised Sir F. E. Smith to the Lord

Chancellorship. Britain’s handling of the re

cruiting problem in Ireland was unintelligent to

a degree. Toryism dies hard, but even here it

was the Ulsterman who for his own purposes

made the trouble. Certain executions after the

Easter rebellion were atrocious. But the cul

prits were not English, they again were born

and bred in Ireland herself. Britain was think

ing of the war and was wholly unstirrcd by the

passions which broke forth. Her only desire

was to allay those passions, and it was British

diplomacy that drew together Irishmcn of all

parties into a. conference, which, despite our

utmost efforts, failed to arrive at a. solution of

the Irish problem. However, we did vote a

handsome sum for rebuilding the devastated

parts of Dublin.

We are asked to grant independence to Ire

land. But by whom? The Ulstcrmen would

passionately resist it, so that independence is

no solution for Belfast. Also, who is to pay

for independence? At present Ireland makes

no contribution in money to the army, the navy,

or any imperial service. On the contrary, in

1914 at any rate, before the war revolutionized

our finances, we spent’in Ireland many millions

a. year on purely Irish services more than we

received in taxes from Ireland. The land pur

chase scheme was financed from London, and

London paid Ireland’s old age pensions. Doubt

less there were times when Ireland was unfairly

taxed, but for many years the balance has been

the other way, while industrially Ireland is

more fortunate than any other part of the

United Kingdom. The prosperity of agricul

ture and the comparative immunity from high

taxation has assisted Ireland enormously. Nor

was she ever required to submit to the realities

of conscription. I am not suggesting that her

material advance is any compensation for polit

ical servitude. I should be sorry to think that

the soul of Ireland or any other nation could

be satisfied with merely material things, but as

the Center Party realizes, there are many social

problems in Ireland which Irishmcn themselves

could solve. They have control over their

municipal and local government, on which, as we

all realize more and more every day, the happi—
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ness of the individual home and the health of

families so largely depend. If there are general

strikes in Belfast and serious housing condi—

tions in Dublin, it is not England’s fault.

Irishmen conduct their own industries, fix their

own wage scales, and inspect their own indus—

trial dwellings. In all those matters there is

self—determination.

The other day I was told that Ireland must

have the right to erect a tariff against England.

She has a population of five millions. The

world is peopled by sixteen hundred millions,

and I do not think that British industries would

be seriously embarrassed if Ireland adopted pro—

tection. But this is one of the very possibilities

which most alarm Ulster. One of her reasons

for resisting self-government is her fear lest the

farmers of the South and West will apply a

customs barrier to Belfast, which depends for

her very existence on raw materials like flax for

the linen trade and metals, etc., for shipbuild—

ing. It was on this point of customs that

Irishmen themselves raised the greatest difficul

ties.

The rank and file of Catholics want self-gov

ernment for Ireland, and have been great de

fenders of her liberties. But it must not be sup—

posed that all Catholics have helped the cause.

In England there is an education question, and

we liberals have fought to secure the American

system of state schools without interference

from any religious body. Our Episcopal

Church resisted this progressive policy and was

joined in that resistance by the Nationalist

members, although it so happened that our

Anglican clergy were at the time bitterly

opposed to the claims of Ireland. The Home

Rule Bill greatly reduced the Irish representa

tion at Westminster and, therefore, the Parlia

mentary influence of the Roman Catholic

Church and of our conservative clergy. I am

not saying that it was wrong of Irishmen to in

tervene in English afl'airs. Under the Act of

Union they had every right to do so, but on

matters like temperance and education it will be

a question for the historian to decide how far

their policy was guided by a sole regard for

Ireland’s claims to Home Rule.

Happily there are evidences that Ulster her

self is realizing that her true destiny lies in

friendlier comradeship with the rest of Ireland.

Prominent Ulstermen are turning toward Home

Rule, or whatever word should now be substi

tuted for that inevitable plan. Possibly the

Belfast strike has helped people to realize that

religion has a social as well as an ecclesiastical

and theological aspect. I am convinced that

Home Rule cannot be long delayed. British

opinion is unanimous for it. Slowly but surely

the Irish minority, which has so long resisted

the hopes of Britain for Ireland, is giving way.

Ulster will not fight, and in not fighting Britain

any further over this matter Ulster will be

right.

Ireland Her Own

By JOHN J. MURPHY

Formerly Tenement House Commissioner of New York City

ARADOXICAL as the statement may seem

to many, the Irish Question is one of ex

treme simplicity. The American who does not

regard the Declaration of Independence as a

“ scrap of paper,” but as a covenant between

the Republic and humanity, will find no diffi

culty in solving the problem.

The phrase at the head of this article sums

up Ireland’s demand. Is it necessary to prove

that Ireland is a nation? If so, the axioms of

geometry will have to proved. She lacks

none of the marks which are needed to determine

nationhood. She is a geographical unit; her

people are racially distinct from her neighbors,

having a separate language and literature, tra

ditions and customs of her own. If self-govern

ment is based anywhere on right, then she should

have it. What prevents? Antiquity of occu

pation by a neighboring enemy; regard for the

protests of an influential and prosperous minor

ity; and concern for the safety of the British

Empire?

In answer to the first of the above points,

it may be sufficient to urge that adverse pos

session cannot run against sovereignty, that the

people never acquiesced, that Great Britain by
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compelling the passage of the Act of Union in

1800 violated her solemn pledge made to the

Irish people only eighteen years before.

As for the minority, it represents a group

planted in Ireland for the same purpose that

the Germans colonized Metz or Dantzig, and

with no claim or desire to be known as Irish.

It is related of the great Duke of Wellington,

whose family was for several generations

planted in Ireland, that when taunted with

being Irish he replied, “ A man is not a horse

because he is born in a stable.” The story may

be apocryphal, but in spirit it typifies the men—

tal attitude of the belligerent minority which

imported rifles from Hamburg to defy the Em

pire, concerning whose unity they now profess

such loyal concern. It was the same group

that at an earlier date, when Gladstone sought

to alleviate some of the disabilities under which

the Irish were laboring, threatened revolt and

talked of “kicking the Queen’s crown into the

Boyne.”

As for Ireland’s independence constituting a

menace to the British Empire, even if it were

true, it is a consideration with which Irishmen

have no concern. The Irish are intensely indi

vidualistic. They neither desire empire for

themselves nor view with approval its upbuild

ing by other peoples. They are in spirit hostile

to the idea of empire by whomsoever maintained.

On the other hand, there is no evidence on

record of their having attacked Great Britain

except for the purpose of securing their own

independence. Even if Ireland were inspired

with that fury of hate which her long subjec

tion would extenuate if not justify, what harm

could she inflict on a world empire, with a navy

in supreme control of the sea, with a home popu

lation ten times Ireland’s with resources illimit

able in extent?

Not in such considerations is to be found the

explanation of British policy. Lust of power,

the instinct of domination and desire for eco—

nomic advantage for her manufacturers by

throttling Irish competition, are the real rea

sons for her attitude. For two-thirds of the

period since 1800 Great Britain suspended the

operation of constitutional safeguards in Ire—

land and ruled by “ coercion,” which is a

euphemism for martial law. During the same

period she practiced the most subtle and de

structive sabotage on every enterprise looking
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toward the development of Irish nai

resources. Intentionally or not, she has

sued a policy calculated to turn Ireland

a ranch with a maximum of cattle and a r

mum of people.

The Irish people at the last election, depi .ved

of their leaders, of whom five hundred wen in

carcerated without charge or trial, retu ‘ned

seventy—five per cent. of the Irish member! of

Parliament pledged to the policy of “. iinn

Fein,” pronounced Shin Fane and mea ling

literally, “Ourselves Alone,” but better ir ter

preted by the words used as a heading for this

article. Its purpose is not, as some bel eve,

either an appeal to physical force for freedom,

nor does it even look toward social revolul ion.

The Irish mind has been focused for so long on

national independence that it has given little

thought to radical ideas. Sinn Fein hopes to

succeed by a method akin to that employed by

Francis Desk, the Hungarian leader, who se

cured the independence of his country from

Austrian control. Irish sentiment not only

in Ireland but throughout the world is a unit

in support of that policy. It may be described

as a sort of political jujutsu. The world will

observe with interest the progress of a struggle

between a whole people resolved upon freedom

and a foreign government seeking to control

them by force and without their own consent.

Much has been made of the Land Purchase

Acts as evidences of British benevolence toward

Ireland. Apart altogether from the important

fact that the property which the Irish farmers

were assisted to buy back by a series of pay

ments extending for more than two generations,

had been stolen from their forebears in the first

instance, it is understood by those who know

that the real motive power behind these acts

was to save the investments of London money

lenders, who had lent money on Irish land to

landlords who were being driven into insolvency

by the success of the anti-rent agitation.

The whole story of the Anglo-Irish connec

tion has been a Tragedy of Errors. If Eng

land had imagination enough to concede Irish

independence, a federation in a few years might

be voluntarily entered into which would con

serve the just interests of both parties.

But federation can only occur between politi

cal equals; between superior and subject no

such relation can subsist.
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Proposed World’s Magna Charta

Official Text of the Peace Covenant

 

Sometimes men and women declare they do not know what this League 0] Nations is about. Others there

are who, while perhaps not con/essing it, have a very indefinite notion of the great purpose of the League and

the methods proposed for the establishment of permanent peace. We desire to contribute to the necessary edu

cation of the reading public on the subject of the League of Nations in order that the American people may act

wisely and. effectively in the support of the greatest forward step taken in world movements within the mem

ory of any man now living. To that end we publish below a full text of the covenant under discussion at the

Peace Conference as a proposed constitution for a League of Nations. We follow this with an analysis pre

pared by Louis F. Post, Assistant Secretary of Labor, [or his own use in lectures and otherwise, which we think

would be useful for other students of the subject who wish to obtain a clearly defined and comprehensive grasp

of the subject. We would suggest that Mr. Post's analysis might well be used in university and high-school

classes, in women's clubs, in public forums, and by clergymen, lecturers, and other public teachers as a basis

for exposition and instruction—perhaps the most patriotic service that could be rendered at the present ex

tremely critical moment.

It is to be remembered that Mr. Post’s analysis, like all analyses, merely skeletonizes the human form the

document really wears in its spiritual motive and quality. It is of the nature of every analysis to ignore the

beauty and grace the frame supports; and no one can really understand the nature of this document, or the

League for whose constitution it is proposed, unless he has some sense of the urgent demand that was coming

and now comes from the heart of not only America, but of every nation on the [ace of the globe, for a remedy

for the grinding evils that have grown out of every sort of imperialism in the dreary centuries of old-world

history. The soul of mankind insists that wars and the countless ravages that wars symbolize shall come to

an end. The Peace Conference and the League of Nations are the embodying of an honest effort on the part

of men in power to make good that command from the peoples for a world that is safe for human nature at

its best.

PREAMBLE

IN order to promote international cooperation

and to secure international peace and se

curity by the acceptance of obligations not to

resort to war, by the prescription of open, just,

and honorable relations between nations, by the

firm establishment of the understandings of inter

national law as the actual rule of conduct among

governments, and by the maintenance of justice

and a scrupulous respect for all treaty obligations

in the dealings of organized people with one an

other, the powers signatory to this covenant adopt

this constitution of the League of Nations:

ARTICLE I.

The action of the high contracting parties un

der the terms of this covenant shall be efl'ected

through the instrumentality of a meeting of a body

of delegates representing the high contracting

parties, of meetings at more frequent intervals of

an executive council, and of a permanent interna

tional secretariat to be established at the seat of

the league.

ARTICLE II.

Meetings of the body of delegates shall be

held at stated intervals and from time to time as

occasion may require for the purpose of dealing

with matters within the splurge of action of the

league. Meetings oil M £063 of delegates shall

be held at the seat of t'._ w league or at such other

places as may be found convenient and shall con

sist of representatives of the high contracting

parties. Each of the high contracting parties shall

have one vote, but may have not more than three

representatives.

ARTICLE III.

The executive council shall consist of repre

sentatives of the United States of America, the

British Empire, France, Italy, and Japan, to

gether with representatives of four other states

members of the league. The selection of these

four states shall be made by the body of delegates

on such principles and in such manner as they

think fit. Pending the appointment of these rep

resentatives of the other states, representatives of

[blank left for names] shall be members of the

executive council.

Meetings of the council shall be held from time

to time as occasion may require and at least once

a year at whatever place may be decided on, or,

failing any such decision, at the seat of the league,

and any matter within the sphere of action of the

league or affecting the peace of the world may be

dealt with at such meetings.

Invitations shall be sent to any power to at—

tend a meeting of the council at which such matters

directly affecting its interests are to be discussed,

and no decision taken at any meeting will be bind

ing on such powers unless so invited.

ARTICLE IV.

All matters of procedure at meetings of the

body of delegates or the executive council, includ—

ing the appointment of committees to investigate

particular matters, shall be regulated by the body

of delegates or the executive council and may be

decided by a majority of the states represented at

the meeting.

The first meeting of the body of delegates and
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of the executive council shall be summoned by the

President of the United States of America.

ARTICLE V.

The permanent secretariat of the league, shall

be established at , which shall constitute

the seat of the league. The secretariat shall com

prise such secretaries and staff as may be required,

under the general direction and control of a

secretary-general of the league, who shall be

chosen by the executive council. The secretariat

shall be appointed by the secretary general subject

to confirmation by the executive council. The

secretary general shall act in that capacity at all

meetings of the bodv of delegates or of the execu

tive council.

The expenses of the secretariat shall be borne

by the states members of the league in accordance

with the apportionment of the expenses of the

International Bureau of the Universal Postal

Union.

ARTICLE VI.

Representatives of the high contracting par

ties and officials of the league when engaged in

the business of the league shall enjoy diplomatic

privileges and immunities, and the buildings

occupied by the league or its officials or by rcp

rcsentatives attending its meetings shall enjoy the

benefits of extra-territoriality.

ARTICLE VII.

Admission to the league of states not signa

tories to the covenant and not named in the

protocol hereto as states to be invited to adhere

to the covenant requires the assent of not less than

two-thirds of the states represented in the body of

delegates, and shall be limited to fully self

governing countries. including dominions and

colonies.

No state shall be admitted to the league unless

it is able to give efl'ective guarantees of its sincere

intention to observe its international obligations,

and unless it shall conform to such principles as

may be prescribed by the league in regard to its

naval and military forces and armaments.

ARTICLE VIII.

The high contracting parties recognize the

principle that the maintenance of peace will re—

quire the reduction of national armaments to the

lowest point consistent with national safety and

the enforcement by common action of international

obligations, having special regard to the geo

graphical situation and circumstances of each

state, and the executive council shall formulate

plans for effecting such reduction. The executive

council shall also determine for the consideration

and action of the several governments what mili

tary equipment and armament is fair and reason—

able in proportion to the scale of forces laid down

in the program of disarmament; and these limits,

when adopted, shall not be exceeded without the

permission of the executive council.

The high contracting parties agree that the

manufacture by private enterprise of munitions

and implements of war lends itself to grave objec

tions, and direct the executive council to advise

how the evil etl'ects attendant upon such manufac

ture can be prevented, due regard being had to the

necessities of those countries which are not able to

manufacture for themselves the munitions and

implements of war necessary for their safety.

The high contracting parties undertake in no

way to conceal from each other the condition of

such of their industries as are capable of being

adapted to warlike purposes or the scale of their

armaments, and agree that there shall be full and

frank interchange of information as to their mili

tary and naval programs.

ARTICLE IX.

A permanent commission shall be constituted

to advise the league on the execution of the pro—

visions of Article VIII, and on military and naval

questions generally.

An-rlcu: X.

The high contracting parties shall undertake

to respect and preserve as against external aggres

sion the territorial integrity and existing political

independence of all states members of the league.

In case of any such aggression or in case of any

threat or danger of such aggression the executive

council shall advise upon the means by which the

obligation shall be fulfilled.

ARTICLE XI.

Any war or threat of war, whether immedi

ately afiecting any of the high contracting parties

or not, is hereby declared a matter of concern to

the league, and the high contracting parties reserve

the right to take any action that may be deemed

wise and efi'ectual to safeguard the peace of

nations.

It is hereby also declared and agreed to be the

friendly right of each of the high contracting

parties to draw the attention of the body of dele—

gates, or of the executive council, to any

circumstance afl'ecting international intercourse

which threatens to disturb international peace or

the good understanding between nations upon

which peace depends.

Aurian XII.

The high contracting parties agree that, should

disputes arise between them which cannot be ad

justed by the ordinary processes of diplomacy.

they will in no case resort to war without previ

ously submitting the questions and matters

involved either to arbitration or to inquiry by the

executive council and (befil three months after the

award by the arbitntom [ ~tra recommendation by

the executive council: anlra'that they will not even

then resort to war as against a member of the

league which complies with the award of the

arbitrators or the recommendation of the executive

council.
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In any case under this article the award of

the arbitrators shall be made within a reasonable

time, and the recommendation of the executive

council shall be made within six months after the

submission of the dispute.

ARTICLE XIII.

The high contracting parties agree that, when

ever any dispute or difficulty shall arise between

them which they recognize to be suitable for sub—

mission to arbitration and which cannot be

satisfactorily settled by diplomacy, they will

submit the whole matter to arbitration. For this

purpose the court of arbitration to which the case

is referred shall be the court agreed on by the

parties or stipulated in any convention existing

between them. The high contracting parties agree

that they will carry out in full good faith any

award that may be rendered. In the event of any

failure to carry out the award, the executive

council shall propose what steps can best be taken

to give effect thereto.

ARTICLE XIV.

The executive council shall formulate plans

for the establishment of a permanent court of in—

ternational justice, and this court shall, when

established, be competent to hear and determine

any matter which the parties recognize as suitable

for submission to it for arbitration under the fore

going article.

An'rrcuc XV.

If there should arise between states members

of the league any dispute likely to lead to rupture,

which is not submitted to arbitration as above,

the high contracting parties agree that they will

refer the matter to the executive council. Either

party to the dispute may give notice of the exist

ence of the dispute to the secretary general, who

will make all necessary arrangements for a full

investigation and consideration thereof. For this

purpose the parties agree to communicate to the

secretary general as promptly as possible state

ments of their case all the relevant facts and

papers, and the executive council may forthwith

direct the publication thereof. Where the efi'orts

of the council lead to the settlement of the dispute,

0. statement shall be published indicating the

nature of the dispute and the terms of settlement,

together with such explanations as may be appro—

priate. If the dispute has not been settled, a

report by the council shall be published. setting

forth, with all necessary facts and explanations,

the recommendation which the council thinks just

and proper for the settlement of the dispute. If

the report is unanimously agreed to by the mem

bers of the council other than the parties to the

dispute, the high contracting parties agree that

they will not go to war with any party which

complies with the recommendations, and that if

any party shall refuse so to comply, the council

shall propose measures necessary to give efi'ect to

the recommendations. If no such unanimous re

port can be made, it shall be the duty of the

majority and the privilege of the minority to issue

statements indicating what they believe to he the

facts and containing the reasons which they con

sider to be just and proper.

The executive council may in any case under

this article refer the dispute to the body of dele

gates. The dispute shall be so referred at the

request of either party to the dispute, provided

that such request must be made within fourteen

days after the submission of the dispute. In a

case referred to the body of delegates all the pro

visions of this article and of Article XII relating

to the action and powers of the executive council

shall apply to the action and powers of the body

of delegates.

ARTICLE XVI.

Should any of the high contracting parties

break or disregard its covenants under Article

XII, it shall thereby ipso facto be deemed to have

committed an act of war against all the other

members of the league, which hereby undertakes

immediately to subject it to the severance of all

trade or financial relations, the prohibition of in

tercourse between their nationals and the nationals

of the covenant-breaking state, and the prevention

of all financial, commercial, or personal intercourse

between the nationals of the covenant-breaking

state and the nationals of any other state, whether

a member of the league or not.

It shall be the duty of the executive council

in such case to recommend what efiective military

or naval force the members of the league shall

severally contribute to the armed forces to be used

to protect the covenants of the league.

The high contracting parties agree, further,

that they will mutually support one another in the

financial and economic measures which may be

taken under this article, in order to minimize the

loss and inconvenience resulting from the above

measures, and that they will mutually support one

another in resisting any special measures aimed at

one of their number by the covenant-breaking

state, and that they will afford passage through

their territory to the forces of any of the high

contracting parties who are cooperating to protect

the covenants of the league.

ARTICLE XVII.

In the event of disputes between one state

member of the league and another state which is

not a member of the league, or between states not

members of the league, the high contracting parties

agree that the state or states not members of the

league shall be invited to accept the obligations of

membership in the league for the purposes of such

a dispute, upon such conditions as the executive

council may deem just, and upon acceptance of

any such invitation the above provisions shall be

applied with such modifications as may be deemed

necessary by the league.
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Upon such invitation being given, the execu

tivc council shall immediately institute an inquiry

into the circumstances and merits of the dispute

and recommend such action as may seem best and

most efi'ectual in the circumstances.

In the event of a power so invited refusing to

accept the obligations of membership in the league

for the purposes of the league, which in the case of

a state member of the league would constitute a

breach of Article XII, the provisions of Article

VI shall be applicable as against the state taking

such action.

If both parties to the dispute when so invited

refuse to accept the obligations of membership in

the league for the purpose of such dispute, the

executive council may take such action and make

such recommendations as will prevent hostilities

and will result in the settlement of the dispute.

ARTICLE XVIII.

The high contracting parties agree that the

league shall be entrusted with general supervision

of the trade in arms and ammunition with the

countries in which the control of this traffic is

necessary in the common interest.

ARTICLE XIX.

To those colonies and territories which, as a

consequence of the late war have ceased to be

under the sovereignty of the states which formerly

governed them and which are inhabited by peoples

not yet able to stand by themselves under the

strenuous conditions of the modern world, there

should be applied the principle that the well-being

and development of such peoples form a sacred

trust of civilization, and that securities for the

performance of this trust should be embodied in

the constitution of the league.

The best method of giving practical effect to

this principle is that the tutelage of such peoples

should be intrusted to advanced nations who, by

reason of their resources, their experience, or their

geographical position, can best undertake this re

sponsibility, and that this tutelage should be

exercised by them as mandatories on behalf of the

league.

The character of the mandate must dificr

according to the stage of the development of the

people, the geographical situation of the territory,

its economic conditions, and other similar circum

stances.

Certain communities formerly belonging to the

Turkish Empire have reached a stage of develop

ment where their existence as independent nations

can be provisionally recognized subject to the ren

dering of administrative advice and assistance by

a mandatory power until such time as they are

able to stand alone. The wishes of these communi

ties must be a principal consideration in the

selection of the mandatory power.

Other peoples, especially those of Central

Africa, are at such a stage that the mandatory

must be responsible for the administration of the

territory subject to conditions which will guaran

tee freedom of conscience or religion, subject only

to the maintenance of public order and morals,

the prohibition of abuses, such as the slave trade,

the arms traffic, and the liquor traflic, and the

prevention of the establishment of fortifications

or military and naval bases, and of military train

ing of the natives for other than police purposes

and the defense of territory, and will also secure

equal opportunities for the trade and commerce

of other members of the league.

There are territories, such as Southwest Africa

and certain of the South Pacific isles, which, owing

to the sparseness of their population, or their

small size or their remoteness from the centers of

civilisation, or their geographical contiguity to the

mandatory state, and other circumstances, can be

best administered under the laws of the mandatory

state as integral portions thereof, subject to the

safeguards above mentioned in the interests of the

indigenous population.

In every case of mandate, the mandatory state

shall render to the league an annual report in

reference to the territory committed to its charge.

The degree of authority, control, or admin

istration to be exercised by the mandatory state

shall, if not previously agreed upon by the high

contracting parties in each case, be explicitly de

fined by the executive council in a special act or

charter.

The high contracting parties further agree to

establish at the seat of the league a mandatory

commission to receive and examine the annual re

ports of the mandatory powers, and to assist the

league in insuring the observance of the terms of

all mandates.

An'rrcu: XX.

The high contracting parties will endeavor to

secure and maintain fair and humane conditions

of labor for men, women, and children, both in

their own countries and in all countries to which

their commercial and industrial relations extend;

and to that end agree to establish as part of the

organization of the league a permanent bureau of

labor.

An'rchr: XXI.

The high contracting parties agree that pro

vision shall be made through the instrumentality

of the league to secure and maintain freedom of

transit and equitable treatment for the commerce

of all states members of the league, having in mind,

among other things, special arrangements with re—

gard to the necessities of the regions devastated

during the war of 1914-1918.

Aa'rrcmr XXII.

The high contracting parties agree to place

under the control of the league all international

bureaus already established by general treaties if

the parties to such treaties consent. Furthermore,

they agree that all such international bureaus to be
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constituted in future shall be placed under control

of the league.

An'rrcur XXIII.

The high contracting parties agree that every

treaty or international engagement entered into

hereafter by any state member of the league shall

be forthwith registered with the secretary-general

and as soon as possible published by him, and that

no such treaty or international engagement shall

be binding until so registered.

An'ricu: XXIV.

It shall be the right of the body of delegates

from time to time to advise the reconsideration by

states members of the league of treaties which

have become inapplicable, and of international

conditions of which the continuance may endanger

the peace of the world.

ARTICLE XXV.

The high contracting parties severally agree

that the present covenant is accepted as abrogating

all obligations inter as which are inconsistent with

the terms thereof and solemnly engage that they

will not hereafter enter into any engagements in

consistent with the terms thereof. In case any of

the powers signatory hereto or subsequently ad—

mitted to the league shall, before becoming a party

to this covenant, have undertaken any obligations

which are inconsistent with the terms of this cove

nant, it shall be the duty of such power to take

immediate steps to procure its release from such

obligations.

Aa'rrcur XXVI.

Amendments to this covenant will take effect

when ratified by the states whose representatives

compose the executive council and by three—fourths

of the states whose representatives compose the

body of delegates.

Analytical Outline of the Original Draft of

the Paris Constitution Creating a

League of Nations

By Louis F. Post

Assistant Secretary of Labor; Founder and First Editor of the Public; Author of “ The

Taxation of Land Values," “ The Ethics of Democracy," " Social Service," Etc.

I. PURPOSE (Preamble).

l——To promote international cooperation.

2—To secure international peace.

3—To establish international security.

By—

l—Acceptance of obligations not to resortwar.

2—Prescription of open, just and honorable

relations between nations.

B—Firm establishment of the understandings of

international law as the actual rule of conduct

among governments.

4—Maintenance of justice.

5—Maintenance of a scrupulous

all treaty obligations.

II. COMPOSITION (Article VII).

l—Signatories to the covenant.

2—States named in the protocol as states to

be invited.

3—Fnlly self-governing countries, including do

minions and colonies, upon admission by assent

of not less than two-thirds of the states repre

sented in the Body of Delegates, provided:

A—That no state may be admitted unless it

is able to give effective guaranties of its sincere

intention to observe its international obliga

tions, and,

respect for

B—Unless it shall conform to such principles

as may be prescribed by the League in regard

to its naval and military forces and armaments.

III. MECHANISM OF THE LEAGUE.

l—A body of Delegates (Article I).

A—Consisting of representatives of the high

contracting parties (Article II),

B—Each party having no more than three rep

resentatives and neither more nor less than one

vote (Article II).

C——Meetings to be held at the seat of the League

or at any other convenient place at stated intervals

and from time to time as occasion may require

(Article II), the first meeting to be summoned

by the President of the United States (Article

IV).

D—Its duties and powers being—~

a——To deal with matters within the sphere of

action of the League (Article II)

b—To select the four states whose repre

sentatives are to be part of the Executive Coun

cil in addition to those of the United States,

the British Empire, France, Italy, and Japan

(Article III).

c—To act in any case of dispute likely to lead

to rupture which is not submitted to arbitration

provided the same be referred to it by the Ex—

ecutive Council, in which case all the provisions
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of Articles XII and XV relating to the action

of the Executive Council apply to the action and

powers of the Body of Delegates (Article XV).

d—To advise, from time to time, reconsider

ation by members of the League (1) of treaties

which have become inapplicable, and (2) of in

ternational conditions of which the continuance

may endanger the peace of the world (Article

XXIV).

e—To regulate procedure at its meetings by a

majority of the states represented, including the

appointment of the committees to investigate

particular matters (Article IV).

2—An Executive Council (Article I)—

A—Consisting of the representatives of the

United States, the British Empire, France, Italy,

Japan, and four additional members of the League

to be selected by the Body of Delegates (Article

III).

B-—Meetings to be held from time to time as

occasion may require, and at least once a year at

whatever place may be decided upon or, (failing

any such decision), at the seat of the League (Ar

ticle III), its first meeting to be summoned by the

President of the United States (Article IV).

C—Its functions, duties, and powers being——

a—To deal at its meetings with any matter

(1) within the sphere of action of the League, or

(2) affecting the peace of the world (Article

III .

b)—To choose the Secretary General of the

League and confirm his appointments (Article

V .

)c—To formulate plans for effecting reduction

of armaments (Article VIII).

d—To determine for the consideration and ac

tion of the several governments what military

equipment and armament are fair and reasonable

in proportion to scale of forces laid down in the

program of disarmament, such limits, when

adopted, not to be exceeded without its per

mission (Article VIII).

e—To advise how the evil efl'ects attendant

upon private manufacture of munitions and im

plements of war can be prevented, due regard

being had to the defensive necessities of coun

tries unable to manufacture for themselves (Ar

ticle VIII).

f—To advise (in case of any external aggres

sion or any threat or danger thereof) upon the

means by which the League’s obligation to re—

spect and preserve from external aggression the

territorial integrity and existing political inde

pendence of all members of the League shall be

fulfilled (Article

g—In any inquiries submitted to it under Ar

ticle XII, to publish its recommendation within

six months after submission (Article XII).

h—When an arbitration award is not carried

out, to propose what steps can best be taken to

give it efl‘ect (Article XIII).

i—To formulate plans for the establishment

of a permanent court of international justice

(Article XIV).

j—To receive reference of any dispute likely

to lead to rupture and which is not submitted

to arbitration as per Articles XIII and XIV

(Article XV).

k—To direct the prompt publication of com.

munications made to the Secretary General by

parties to disputes likely to lead to rupture and

not submitted to arbitration but referred to the

Executive Council (Article XV).

l—VVhere its efl'orts lead to the settlement of

disputes referred to it, to publish a statement

indicating (1) the nature of the dispute, (2) the

terms of settlement, and (8) such explanations

as may be appropriate (Article XV).

m—VVhere disputes referred to it are not set

tled, to publish forthwith (l) a report (unan

imously agreed to by the members of the Coun

cil other than the parties to the dispute) setting

forth with all necessary facts and explanations

the recommendations which it thinks just and

proper for the settlement of the dispute, (2) if

any party to a dispute refuses compliance with

such unanimous report to propose measures

necessary to give effect to the recommendation,

(8) if no such unanimous report can be made, it

shall be the duty of the majority and the privi

lege of the minority to issue statements indi

cating what they believe to be the facts and con—

taining the reasons which they believe to be just

and proper (Article XV).

n—Any case under Article XV to refer the

dispute to the Body of Delegates (1) if so re‘

quested by either party within H days after

submission, or (2) in its own discretion if

there be no such request (Article XVI).

o—In cases of breach of covenant amounting

to an act of war against all the other members

of the League, as per Article XVI, to recom

mend what efi'ective military or naval forces the

members of the League shall severally contribute

to the armed forces to be used to protect the

covenants of the League (Article XVI).

p—When a dispute between a member of the

League and another state, or between states not

members of the League, occurs (1) to invite.

upon such conditions as it deems just, the state

or states not members of the League, to accept

membership in the League for the purposes of

such dispute; (2) to institute at once an in

quiry into the circumstances and merits of the

dispute and recommend such action as may

seem best and most effectual in the circum

stances, or (8) if both parties refuse the obliga

tions of membership for the purposes of such

dispute, to take such action and make such rec

ommendations as will prevent hostilities and re

sult in settlement (Article XVII).

q—To invite any power to attend any of its

meetings at which matters directly affecting the
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interests of such power are to be discussed, no

decision at any meeting to be binding on such

power unless so invited (Article III).

r—To regulate all matters of procedure at its

meetings, including appointment of committees

to investigate particular matters, the decision to

be by a majority of the states represented at

the meeting (Article IV).

3—11 Permanent International Secretariat (Article

I .——

A—)Established at the seat of the League (Ar

ticle V).

B—Comprising such secretaries and staff as may

be required (Article V).

C—Under the general direction and control of a

Secretary General of the League (Article V).

D—The Secretary General to be chosen by the

Executive Council and the Secretariat to be ap—

pointed by the Sccretary General and confirmed by

the Executive Council (Article V).

F—The expenses of the Secretariat to be borne

by the members of the League in accordance with

the apportionment of the expenses of the interna

tional bureau of the Universal Postal Union (Ar

ticle V).

G—The functions, duties, and powers of the

Secretary General to be—

a—To act in that capacity at all meetings of

the Body of Delegates and of the Executive

Council (Article V).

b—To receive notice of disputes and state-

ments relating thereto (Article XV).

c—To make all necessary arrangements for a

full investigation and consideration of such dis

putes on the basis of notice and statements re

ceived (Article XV).

d——To receive for registry every treaty or in

ternational engagement hereafter entered into by

any member of the League (Article XXIII).

e——To promptly publish such treaties and in

ternational engagements (Article XXIII).

i—Permane-nt Court of International Justice

(Article XIV).

A—Plans for the establishment of which are to

be formulated by the Executive Council (Article

XIV).

B—And which shall be competent to hear and

determine any matter which the parties to a dis

pute recognize as suitable for submission to it for

arbitration under Article XIII (Article XIV).

5—A Permanent Bureau of Labor (Article XX).

A—To be established as part of the organization

of the League (Article XX).

B—For the purpose of securing and maintain—

ing fair and humane conditions of labor for men,

women, and children (Article XX).

C—In the countries of the high contracting

parties (Article XX), and—

D-——In all countries to which the commercial and

industrial relations of the high contracting parties

extend.

6—A Permanent Commission on Military and

Naval Questions (Article IX).

A—To be constituted for the purpose of advis—

ing the League——

a—On the execution of the provisions of Ar

ticle VIII, which require reduction of national

armaments;

b—On the execution of the provisions of Ar

ticle VIII, which require limitation of private

manufacture of munitions and implements of

war; and

c—On military and naval questions generally

(Article IX).

7——A Mandatory Commission (Article XIX).

A—To be established at the seat of the League

(Article XIX, final paragraph).

B—For the purpose

a—Of receiving and examining the annual re—

ports of the Mandatory Powers, and

b—Assisting the League in insuring the ob—

servance of the terms of all mandates.

IV. COVENANTS OF THE LEAGUE.

l—The principle that the maintenance of peace

will require the reduction of national armaments

to the lowest point consistent with national safety

and the enforcement by common action of interna

tional obligations (having special regard to the

geographical situation and circumstances of each

state), is recognized by the high contracting

parties (Article VIII) wherefore,

A—The Executive Council is empowered and re—

quired (Article VIII)

a—To formulate plans for effecting such re

duction (Article VIII).

b—To determine for the consideration and ac—

tion of the several governments what military

equipment and armament are fair and reasonable

in proportion to the scale of forces laid down in

the program of disarmament, such limits, when

adopted, not to be exceeded without the per—

mission of the Executive Council (Article VIII).

2—The high contracting parties agree that the

manufacture by private enterprise of munitions and

implements of war lends itself to grave objections

(Article VIII); wherefore,

A—The Executive Council is directed to advise

how the evil efl'ects attendant upon such manufac—

ture can be prevented, due regard being bad to the

necessities of those countries which are not able to

manufacture for themselves the munitions and im—

plements of war necessary for their safety (Article

VIII).

B—The League is intrusted with general super

vision of the trade in arms and armaments with

the countries in which control of this traffic is

necessary and in the common interest (Article

XVIII).

C—~The high contracting parties undertake (Ar

ticle VIII)—

a——In no way to conceal from each other (1)

the conditions of such of their industries as are

capable of being adapted to warlike purposes



*

 

300 The Public

  
 

Twenty-second Year
 

(Article VIII); or (2) the scale of their arms

ments.

D—And they agree that there shall be full and

frank interchange of information as to their mili

tary and naval programs. (Article VIII).

8—The high contracting parties undertake (Arti

cle X)—

A—To respect and preserve, as against external

aggression, the territorial integrity and existing

political independence of all states members of the

League (Article X); and,

B—In case of any threat or danger of such ag

gression the Executive Council must advise upon

the means by which the obligation of B—A shall be

fulfilled (Article X).

Iii—Any war or threat of war, whether immediately

affecting any of the high contracting parties or

not, is matter of concern to the League (Ar

ticle XI); wherefore,

A—The high contracting parties reserve the

right to take any action that may be deemed wise

and effectual to safeguard the peace of nations

(Article XI).

B——It being also agreed that it is the friendly

right of each of the high contracting parties to

draw the attention of the Body of Delegates, or of

the Executive Council, to any circumstances afi'ect

ing international intercourse which threaten to

disturb international peace or the good understand—

ing between nations upon which peace depends

(Article XI).

5—Should there arise disputes between the high

contracting parties, which cannot be adjusted by

the ordinary processes of diplomacy, the high con

tracting parties agree (Article XII), that—

A—They will in no case resort to war without

previously submitting the question and matters in

volved either

a—To arbitration (Article XII), or—

b—To inquiry by the Executive Council (Ar

ticle XII) ; nor

c—Until three months after the award by the

arbitrators (Article XII), or

d—A recommendation by the Executive Coun

cil (Article XII); and that—

e—They will not even then resort to war as

against a member of the League which complies

with the award of the arbitrators or the recom

mendation of the Executive Council (Article

XII).

B—But—

a—The award of the arbitrators must be

made within a reasonable time (Article XII);

and,

b—The recommendation of the Executive

Council must be made within six months after

submission of the dispute (Article XII).

C—Should any of the high contracting parties

break or disregard its convenants as set out in

Article XII it shall thereby (Article XVI)—

a—Ipso facto be deemed to have committed

an act of war against all the other members of

the league,

b—Which hereby covenant to undertake im

mediately to subject the covenant breaking state

(1) to the severance of all trade or financial

relations, (2) to the prohibition of all inter—

course between their nationals and the nationals

of the covenant-breaking state, and (8) to the

prevention of all financial, commercial or per

sonal intercourse between the nationals of the

covenant—breaking state and the nationals of

any other state whether a member of the League

or not, (4) to support one another in these finan

cial and economic measures in order to minimize

the resulting loss and inconvenience, (5) to sup

port one another in resisting any special meas

ures aimed at one of their members by the cove

nant-breaking state, and (6) to afford passage

through their territory to the forces of any of

the high contracting parties who are cooperating

to protect the covenants of the League (Article

XVI).

6—Any dispute or difiiculty between the high

contracting parties which is recognized by them as

suitable for submission to arbitration and which

cannot be satisfactorily settled by diplomacy shall

be wholly submitted to arbitration (Article XIII);

in which case

A—The court of arbitration shall bch

a—The court agreed upon by the parties (Ar

ticle XIII), or

b—The court stipulated in any convention

existing between the parties (Article XIII

B—The high contracting parties agree (Article

XIII) that—

a—They will carry out in full good faith any

award that may be rendered (Article XIII),

and that

b—In the event of any failure to carry out the

award, the Executive Council shall propose what

steps can best be taken to give effect thereto

(Article XIII).

7——If any dispute likely to lead to rupture and

which is not submitted to arbitration should arise

between states members of the League, the high

contracting parties agree (Article XV) that they

will

A—Refer the matter to the Executive Council

(Article XV), and

B—Either party having given notice of the ex—

istence of the dispute to the Secretary General

will communicate to the Secretary General, as

promptly as possible, statements of their case with

all the relevant facts and papers, (Article XV),

C—The high contracting parties agree (Article

XV) that

a—VVhere the dispute is settled, a statement

of its nature and the terms of settlement, to

gether with appropriate explanations, will be

published

b—Wherc the dispute is not settled (Article

XV), and
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c—The Executive Council has reported on the

facts and explanations with a recommendation

unanimously agreed to by its members other than

the parties to the dispute (Article XV), they

d—Will not go to war with any party which

complies with the recommendation (Article

XV), and

e—That if any party shall refuse so to com

ply, the Council shall propose measures neces

sary to give efl'ect to the recommendation (Ar

ticle XV).

E—If the Executive Council of its own motion

or at the request of either party to the dispute (the

latter made within fourteen days after submission

of the dispute), refers the dispute to the Body of

Delegates, all the provisions of Articles XII and

XV relating to the action of the Executive Coun

cil, apply to the action and powers of the Body of

Delegates (Article XV).

8—In the event of disputes between one state

member of the League, and another state which is

not a member of the League, or between states not

members of the League, the high contracting

parties agree (Article XVII) that—

A—The state or states not members of the

League shall be invited—

a—To accept the obligations of membership

in the League for the purposes of such dispute

(Article XVII)

b—Under such conditions as the Executive

Council may deem just (Article XVII), and

o—Upon acceptance of any such invitation the

above provisions shall be applied with such mod

ifications as may be deemed necessary by the

League (Article XVII) ;

d—Upon its refusal to accept the obligations

of membership for the purpose of such dispute,

and taking any action against a member of the

League which in the case of a member would

constitute a breach of Article XII, the provi

sions of Article XV shall be applicable as

against the state taking such action (Article

XVII).

V. BACKWARD PEOPLES (Article XIX).

To those colonies and territories which, as a

consequence of the war, have ceased to be under

the sovereignty of the states that formerly gov

erned them, and which are inhabited by peoples

not yet able to stand by themselves under the

strenuous conditions of the modern world, the prin

ciple should apply (Article XIX) that—

1-—The well being and development of such

peoples form a sacred trust of civilization (Arti

cle XIX), and that

2—Securities for the performance of this trust

should be embodied in the constitution of the

League (Article XIX); wherefore,

3—As the best method of giving practical effect

to this principle

A—The tutelage of such people should (Article

XIX)

a—Be instrusted to advanced nations which,

by reason of their resources, their experience,

or their geographical position, can best under

take this responsibility (Article XIX), and

b—Be exercised by them as Mandatories on

behalf of the League (Article XIX).

B—The character of the mandate must differ

(Article XIX) according to—

a—The stage of the development of the peo—

ple.

b—The geographical situation of the terri

tory,

c—Its economic conditions, and

d—Other similar circumstances.

C—For example—

a—Certain communities formerly belonging

to the Turkish Empire have reached a stage of

development where their existence as independ

ent nations can be provisionally recognized

subject to (1) the rendering of administrative

advice and assistance by a Mandatory power

until such time as they are able to stand alone,

and (2) the wishes of these communities must

be a principal consideration in the selection of

the Mandatory power (Article XIX).

b—Other peoples, especially those of Central

Africa, are at such a stage that the Mandatory

must be responsible for the administration of the

territory, subject to conditions which will (1)

secure equal opportunities for the trade and

commerce of other members of the League, and

(2) will guarantee freedom of conscience or re

ligion, subject only (a) to the maintenance of

public order and morals, (b) the prohibition of

abuses, such as the slave trade, the arms traffic

and the liquor traffic, and (c) the prevention of

the establishment of fortifications or military

and naval bases and of military training of the

natives for other than police purposes and the

defense of territory (Article XIX).

c—Territories such as South West Africa and

certain of the South Pacific isles which, owing

to the sparseness of their population or their

small size or remoteness from the centers of civ

ilization, or their geographical continuity to the

Mandatory state and other circumstances, can be

best administered under the laws of the Man

datory state or integral portions thereof, sub

ject to the safeguards above mentioned in the

interests of the indigenous population (Article

XIX).

4—The Mandatory state must in every case of

mandate,

A—Render to the League an annual report in

reference to the territory commited to its charge

(Article XIX).

B—Which report is to be received and ex

amined by the Mandatory Commission (Article

XIX).

B—The degree of authority, control or adminis

tration to be exercised by the Mandatory state

shall, if not previously agreed upon by the high
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contracting parties in each case, be explicitly de

fined by the Executive Council in a special act or

charter (Article XIX).

6—The Mandatory Commission is to assist the

League in insuring the observance of the terms of

all mandates. ‘

VI. LABOR (Article XX).

l—The high contracting parties are to endeavor

to secure and maintain fair and humane conditions

of labor for men, women, and children (Article

XX)

A—In their own countries (Article XX) and

B—In all countries to which their commercial

and industrial relations extend.

2—To that end they agree to establish as part

of the organization of the League a permanent

Bureau of Labor (Article XX).

VII. INTERNATIONAL COMMERCE (Arti

cle XXI

l—Provision shall be made through the instru—

mentality of the League

A—To secure and maintain freedom of transit

and equitable treatment for the commerce of all

states members of the League (Article XXI).

B—Having in mind, among other things, spe

cial arrangements with regard to the necessities

of the regions devastated during the War of

1914—1918 (Article XXI).

VIII. TREATIES (Articles

XXV).

l—All international bureaus already established

by general treaties are to be placed under the con

trol of the League if the parties to such treaties

consent (Article XXII); and

Q—All such international bureaus constituted in

future shall be placed under the control of the

League (Article XXII).

8—Every treaty or international engagement en

tered into hereafter by any member of the League

must be (Article XXIII)—

A—Forthwith registered with the Secretary

General (Article XXIII) and

B—As soon as possible published by him

(Article XXIII); and

C—No such treaty or international engage

ment shall be binding until so registered (Arti

cle XXIII

4—This Constitution, when adopted (Article

XXV),

A—Abrogates all obligations inter are which

are inconsistent with its terms (Article XXV),

and

B—The high contracting parties will not here

after enter into any engagements inconsistent

with its terms (Article XXV).

C~—-It is the duty of any party to this consti—

tution which, before becoming a party to it, has

undertaken any obligations inconsistent with its

terms, to take immediate steps to procure its re

lease from such obligations (Article XXV).

IX. IMMUNITIES AND EXTRA-TERRI

TORIALITY (Article VI).

XXIII, XXII',

l—chresentatives of the high contracting

parties shall enjoy diplomatic privileges and im

munities (Article VI).

2—Ofiicials of the League shall enjoy diplo

matic privileges and immunities, when engaged

on the business of the League (Article VI).

8—Buildings occupied by the League or its 05

cials, or by representatives attending its meetings,

shall enjoy the benefits of extra-territoriality (Ar

ticle VI).

X. AMENDMENTS.

l—Amendments to this covenant take efl'ect

when ratified (Article XXVI)

A—By the States whose representatives com

pose the Executive Council (Article XXVI) and

B—By three-fourths of the states whose rep

resentatives compose the Body of Delegates

(Article XXVI).

 
 

CURRENT THOUGHT
 

The Coming Aristocrat

WHO will be the coming aristocrats? In the

plays [Gobineau's] the aristocrats are the

men of great minds, the geniuses who made Italy's

art, the bold spirits who had dreams of power. In

this period the soul took the highest flights since

the Athenian glory; the author traces its circling

in the empyrean; he exults in its freedom. He

understood the exalted Pagan mind of Greece, of

Italy, of the German forest; he failed to grasp the

great adventure for the Holy Grail. The aristo

crat in spirit will be a Christianized Greek, a

democratized autocrat, a humanized humanist—a

scholastic prig turned good fellow. He will be a

devotee of the “ research magnificent "—to know

and to help humanity. He will seek to establish

a republic of co-thinkers and co-workers for great

causes—Professor James H. Baker, in “ After the

War—What? ”

How the Vote Stands

THE vote as it stands at the present time:

Accepting the Constitution of the League

of Nations:

Great Britain.

France.

The people of the United States.

Italy.

Ten other nations.

Rejecting the Constitution of the League of

Nations:

Germany (perhaps).

The Sinn Feiners.

Thirty-nine United States Senators.

The Bolsheviki.

Chancellor Day.

-—G. P. B., in The N. Y. Evening Post.
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The Doctrines 0f the Nonpartisan

League

S URVEYING the economic program of the

Nonpartisan League as a whole, we may

properly call it radical; if we like to mix descrip—

tion and denunciation we can stigmatize it as

"socialisti-c." Nevertheless, it is not Socialism.

Whether it is too radical for social safety, whether

it would put upon the State a burden of industrial

control and management that is unsound and un

wise, are questions about which men may honestly

difier. Those who do not believe in the demands

and proposals of the new organization need not

be very fearful; for by the time that its members

have removed the constitutional obstacles that con

front them, they will probably be in a mood to

proceed slowly and to test carefully each gradual

step in their radical program. No body of Amer

ican farmers, the majority of whom are farm

owners, is going to make a revolution. On the

other hand, the doctrines and the history of the

Nonpartisan League are a very important " sign

of the times." That the most conservative class in

our society should have produced an organization

and a program of this sort, is a phenomenon that

is well worth serious and fair consideration.—The

Catholic Charities Review.

Making Mexico Safe for Capitalism

IN order to protect holders of Mexican securities

of all kinds, an international committee of

twenty bankers—ten from America, five from

France and five from England—has been formed,

of which J. Pierpont Morgan is chairman. The

announcement states that the committee “ has

been constituted for the purpose of protecting the

holders of securities of the Mexican Republic, and

of the various railway systems of Mexico, and,

generally, of such other enterprises as have their

field of action in Mexico. The committee will be

prepared to take such further steps as may seem

wise in order to afl'ord counsel and aid to investors

who hold interests in Mexico."—Department of

Labor Research, International Labor News

Service.

Prussians Outside of Germany

IT may not be very long before the American

people will apply the terms "moral treason"

to the aims and acts of that coterie of gentlemen so

eager to “smash Wilson” as to forget that he is

still the President of the United States meeting

in councils of utmost delicacy and difliculty with

representatives of countries other than our own.

But one must not forget that there is some satis

faction felt abroad over every American who tries

to “show up the President." The non—German

Prussians of London, Paris, and Rome take com—

fort in the sayings and doings of their fellow Prus—

sians in America. Prussians have a common

tongue whether their native speech be English,

French, or Italian. Its accents are always unmis

takably Bourbon.-—Rabbi Stephen S. Wise.

Stealing the Common from the Goose

‘ ‘WE prosecute the man or woman

\Vho steals the goose from off the common,

But let the greater felon loose

Who steals the common from the goose."

 
 

BOOKS

 

A Text Book of Present-Hour Education

Lectures, Addresses, and Public Papers of Wood

row Wilson. Edited with an introduction by

Albert Bushnell Hart. Boni and Liveright,

New York. 70 cents.

THIS handy little book belongs to a series of

classics, old and new, called “ The Modern

Library of the World's Best Books," of which a

considerable number of volumes has been issued.

There have appeared various collections and selec

tions of the speeches and papers of the President.

The merit of this particular volume is that it has

been made by a scholar and an author familiar

with statecraft and large affairs. Professor Hart

belongs to the faculty of Harvard University and

occupies the chair of Government. His selection

begins with the President's first inaugural and

ends with the address to Congress on the eve of

his departure for the first time to the Peace Con

ference. Only about a third of the addresses

delivered during those six years are included in

whole or in part, but it is culled with a very defi

nite purpose. It gathers up a large number of

short addresses and letters which had to be sought

for in Congressional documents and private col

lections. The author is indebted chiefly to the

series of White House pamphlets which had been

prepared from time to time containing public

addresses of the President.

Every one knows that Mr. Wilson was the first

President after John Adams to approach Congress

in any other way than through the written message.

Professor Hart recalls the circumstance that

President McKinley, President Roosevelt, and

President Taft had the habit of expressing views

intended to affect Congress through newspaper

interviews and official statements given out at the

White House. “ President Wilson," he says, " has

accomplished the same end by the more dramatic

method of making addresses to Congress intended

for the people at large. These speeches have

usually been spread widely through the press.

Most of them are brief. Each of them enforces

one or at most a few suggestions and appeals."
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More than half of the volume is chosen from

the numerous public addresses of the President

on specific occasions of semi-private gatherings.

“ Like his immediate predecessors, he has taken

the ground that a President is the President of

the whole people, and ought to set forth his

policies in all parts of the country, and to groups

of every kind." " These addresses set forth the

difficulties of the President, often point a moral

of some desirable proposition or action, and always

appeal to patriotic sentiment."

The editor adds that his purpose has been to

make a volume representative of the difierent fields

of Presidential energy and at the same time to

furnish an insight into the President's habits of

speech and argument. Among other suggestions

as to the use of the book, it is said that it may be

used by school and college classes as a source book,

as an adjunct to the study of government and in

ternational relations, or as a teacher. We would

add that a volume so convenient to put in the

pocket, and to read on all sorts of occasions when

a few minutes are available, is a very timely con

tribution to popular education in political wisdom

for the present crisis. While the world is being

stirred by agitation over the coming of a league

of nations, all sorts and conditions of men and

women would do well to study this book as an aid

to an intelligent and comprehensive understand—

ing of the world we have and the world we want.

An Exploded Absolutism

Philosophy. By Professor

Appleton 8: Co.,

Prussian Political

Westel W. Willoughby. D.

New York. $1.50.

THIS is an excellent book, and supplies what

many of us much require, a clear idea of what

difl'erentiates the Prussian political philosophy

from the newer conception of state functions that

finds its highest expression in American

democracy. In the opening chapter the funda

mentals of democratic institutions are formulated,

-—the consent of the governed, the welfare of the

governed, as the sole end of government, the people

as the source of all authority, the powers of gov—

ernment limited by a constitution, and the subjec

tion of the state, in its relation with other states,

to the same rules of morality that govern private

life. In contrast with this the second chapter out

lines the German philosophy of life, which assumes

that particular ethnic groups are “ called upon "

to make specific contributions toward the working

out of the world’s salvation, and that military

strength is the ultimate criterion of the right and

duty of any people to recognize itself as one of

those instruments of the divine purpose. Given

the strength or genius for militarism, and it

inevitably follows that the conviction of a proviv

dential appointment as an agent of human progress

takes hold of a nation, and that force unhampered

by moral scruples becomes its ruling principle.

The succeeding chapters treat of " The Prussian

Theory of the State ” and “ The Prussian Theory

of the Monarchy.” The state is conceived of as “ an

entity of such exalted super-personal and mystical

character as to warrant the attribution to it of

qualities essentially divine." It is thus exempt

from all purely rational criticism. Like the

Catholic Church, it claims an authority that is

absolute. It regards itself as equally elements]

with the social instinct itself.

It is, therefore, not surprising that with such

a conception of the state it should be believed that

“ the persons who hold the reins of political power

are, if not themselves gods, at least vice-regents

of God,“ nor that in view of such a conception

the political philosophy expressed in the words

"Vox populi vox Dei" should be held in bitter

detestation. There can be no room in it for the

consent of the governed or for any ultimate aim

other than the strength of the state. And that a

state so conceived should be above the moral prin

ciples that govern private life is only a logical

deduction from the primary assumption. Kant's

“ categorical imperative " is interpreted merely as

a blank order-form, the details of which are to be

filled in by this irresponsible metaphysical ab

straction which finds individualization in a mon

arch.

It is obvious that under the sway of an idea

such as inspires the German conception of the

state freedom in the American sense must be in

conceivable. But by a curious process of

intellectual card-sharping the illusion of liberty

is produced by the granting of another kind of

freedom, that of abstract reasoning or meta—

physical speculation. The subject of the state

thus feeling himself inwardly free willingly re

signs the control of everything, including the

schools and universities, into the hands of the

rulers. It is not easy for those who have from

youth breathed the atmosphere of American

democracy to realize that so irrational a theory

of society really existed contemporaneously with

our own civilization, and held men's minds with a

loyalty the strength of which we have perhaps

never adequately measured. Yet, as the author

points out, " it is not essentially dissimilar to the

theory held at present by possessors of private

property who regard themselves as vested with

rights of use and disposition the free exercise of

which should not be interfered with.” If Professor

Willoughby will permit us to substitute the word

"public" for “ private " as applied to property

we readily assent to. his proposition. That the

Social Estates, the publicly created values that

attach to land and natural resources, should be

appropriated and controlled by private individuals

is Prussianism of the deepest dye, and it behooves

us while endeavoring to remove the mote from the

eyes of our brother Germans to take note of the

beam that as surely obscures our own vision.

ALEX MACKElvnmcx.
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Reconstruction

——A bill for the abolition of the death penalty,

proposed by Assemblyman August Claessens, is

before the New York Legislature. At the hear

ing on the bill many authoritative witnesses gave

their views.

—The United States informed the Allies on the

7th that we will be satisfied with the amounts col

lected by the Alien Property Custodian, (probably

over $700,000,000), and will not ask for further

reparation from Germany or Austria.

—Nearly three hundred delegates from thirty

States attended the National Colored Congress

conducted by the National Equal Rights League

at Washington, D. C. Eleven persons were

elected to go to Versailles in the interest of the

Negro during the Peace sessions.

——-The New Jersey State Board of Charities

and Correction has recommended to the State

Budget Commission an appropriation of $100,000

for the State Department of Conservation and

Development, to provide for the employment of

inmates of correctional institutions in the exter

mination of salt marsh mosquitoes in New Jersey.

—An increased price of rents in cities of the

first class in the State of New York, especially

in New York City, by a joint Legislative Com

mittee was called for in a resolution introduced

by State Senator Peter A. Abeles, at Albany,

on the 10th. The resolution requests an ap

propriation of $10,000, and was referred to the

Finance Committee.

-A motor car to sell at $250 to $350 is to be

manufactured by a new company to be organized

by Henry Ford and his son, Edsel. This an

nouncement was made in Detroit by Edsel Ford,

but the attorneys for Dodge Brothers, large stock

owners in the Ford Motor Company, state that the

projected concern will not be allowed, because

Mr. Ford is under contract with the present firm.

—The last vestige of Prussianism, according to

East and West, has been wiped from Tientsin,

China, by the renaming of \Vilhelmstrasse “ Wil

son Street." The ceremony was attended with

music by the 15th U. S. Infantry Band, a bottle

of champagne was broken by Miss Huang, and

the new signboard was unveiled by Miss Hsiung.

Mr. Tsao Jui, Civil Governor of Chihili, made a

congratulatory address, to which the American

Consul General, Mr. Heintzlemann, responded.

-—-Play parks for children, which will stand for

all time as peace memorials, will be established

in all the principal cities of Canada, if plans of

the Ottawa Horticultural Society, supported by

the Ottawa Playgrounds Association, are carried

out. The parks, according to plans, will enable

children to enjoy summer and winter sports and

recreations. They will be centers for holding an

nual peace celebrations. In them some memorial

will be erected~a tablet, perhaps-—on which will

be recorded each year some of the dominant bene

fits peace has conferred upon the world.

-—The annual report of the electric lighting de—

partment of the city of Wellington, New Zealand,

for the fiscal year 1918 shows net profits of $141,—

707 on a total capital investment of $1,071,300,

or a shade over 18 per cent. after deducting in~

terest on loans, public and private lighting, de—

preciation. The report states that on March 31

there were 10,884- lighting connections, as com

pared with 9,454 the previous year; 4,878 heat

ing connections, as compared with 862—a total

gain of 1,821 connections. During the year this

department found it very diflicult to procure the

necessary supplies and materials to keep the elec

tric plant up to date, and there is still a shortage

of supplies.

-——In a comprehensive review for February of

business and industrial conditions in the various

Reserve districts, the Federal Reserve Board

states that financial conditions have been quiet

and reassuring, with discount rates stable on the

whole, that banking conditions in general show a

condition of greater ease, and that bank opera

tions show a marked increase in volume. The

board feels that the general situation “ estab—

lishes a favorable basis upon which to build the

processes of modification and alteration that are

now at work in various fields of effort," and that,

so far as labor and employment conditions are

concerned there has “ probably been thus far over—

anxiety and exaggeration with respect to this mat—

ter.“

-—With full State coo'peration according to the

terms of the Federal Aid Road act, the United

States will have a total of at least $574,000,000

for coiiperative road building during the next

three years. The federal part of this fund is as—

sured by an extra appropriation of $209,000,000

in the Post Ofiice Appropriation bill, passed by

Congress and signed by the President. An interest

ing comment on the change of times is the new

definition in the law of a post road. Under the

old act it was required that mail should actually

be carried on the road, or that there should be a

reasonable prospect that mail would be carried

on it within a short time after improvement. The

new act says " the term ‘rural post roads ’\ shall

be construed to mean any public road, a major

portion of which is now used or can be used, or

forms a connecting link not to exceed 10 miles

in length of any road or roads now or hereafter

used, for the transportation of the United States
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mails, excluding every street and road in a place

having a population, as shown by the latest avail

able Federal census, of 2,500 or more, except that

portion of any such street or road along which

the houses average more than 200 feet apart."

League of Nations

—George Dewey Lipscomb, Negro, will rep

resent Northwestern University in the Northern

Oratorical League contest to be held at Evanston,

Ills., May 2.

——General opposition to the proposed League

of Nations is reflected in recent German news

paper comment received by the State Department

in Washington.

~England and France are said to be opposing

the admission of Mexico into the League of Na

tions on account of its unsatisfactory attitude on

its international obligations.

-—The Women's Republican Club of New York

passed unanimously a resolution last week oppos

ing the present covenant of the League of Na

tions as “ a menace to our republican form of gov

ernment."

—Not everyone in his " home country " agrees

with Senator Poindexter. The Vancouver

(Wash) Commercial Club has written him that

unless he ceases opposition to the formation of

a League of Nations he " need not expect further

political support from this community."

—One hundred and fifty of the leading news

papers of the country are outspokenly in favor of

a League of Nations, according to Herbert S.

Houston of the League to Enforce Peace. In

New York, Mr. Houston cited a poll conducted

by the Portland Oregonian which registered 17,

825 for the League and 109 against it.

—Eduardo Hay, Alberto J. Pani, and E. A.

Redondo, Mexican Ministers respectively to Italy,

France, and Spain, met in Paris to determine

upon the best means of presenting Mexico's argu

ments to the Peace Conference in case an effort

is made to bring up the questions of claims of for—

eigners against the Mexican Government.

—Four-fifths of the United States employment

service, which has been busy finding jobs for sol

diers and sailors leaving the employ of Uncle

Sam, is to be lopped ed on March 22. The

bureau will continue at twenty per cent its normal

size, Secretary of Labor Wilson announced on

the 13th. The Republican filibuster blocked an

appropriation of $1,800,000 to maintain the serv

ice until June 30, and Secretary Wilson received

a radiog'ram from the President saying his fund

was exhausted and he could not help the situation.

Legislation

—The Union League Club, at a recent meet

ing adopted a resolution approving the “’alton

Pearson bill or any other similar measure restor

ing the nominating convention, under safeguards

which would insure to all duly elected delegates

the conclusive title to their seats.

—A bill brought forward by the Minister of

Labor in the Quebec Parliament provides that a

commission will be chosen to fix the minimum

wage for women in all industries. The minimum

wage will be binding upon employers and there

is a penalty for those who fail to comply with

the decision of the Commission.

—Until the questions, \Vhat is an intoxicating

beverage, and who is qualified to pass upon the

amount of alcohol necessary to intoxicate? are

answered by the courts, the Lager Beer Brewers'

Board of Trade of New York have decided upon

the strength of a legal opinion given by Elihu

Root and William D. Guthrie, to continue the

manufacture and sale of beer that will contain

2.75 alcohol by weight and 8.8 per cent by volume.

—General Jacob S. Coxey, who became famous

in Grover Cleveland's second administration by his

march on Washington, is now a prosperous busi—

ness man in Massilon, Ohio, and desires to lead

another army of the unemployed. Incidentally he

advocates a bill before Congress to put up to the

States an amendment to the Constitution which

would give to the voters of the country the refer

endum on a three per cent petition on any law or

amendment to the Constitution.

——Secretary Glass has communicated with Pres

ident Wilson to set aside more than $8,000,000

from his War Emergency Fund to cover the cost

of continuing the operations of the War Risk In

surance Bureau for the next few months. The

bill covering this was killed by the Republican

filibuster, and payment allowances of the families

and other dependents of soldiers, sailors and ma

rines is threatened. The Bureau has just enough

funds to meet the payroll for the balance of

March.

—A bill has been introduced by L. A. Tas~

chereau, the Minister of Labor for the Pro—

vince of Quebec, which insures a measure

of compulsory education for industrial centers.

The law says that all children must be

able to read and write, and certificates must be

supplied to school inspectors that children em

ployed are not illiterate. All boys and girls under

sixteen years of age are prohibited from selling

newspapers or carrying on any street trade or in

public places unless they can read and write freely

and well. Even then they cannot ply these trades

after 8 p. m.
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—In opposing the abrogation of the direct nom

inations, William H. Anderson, State Superinten

dent of the New York Anti-Saloon League,

declared: “ The Anti-Saloon League is op

posed to the abolition of direct primaries.

The attempt to repeal the law is an at

tempt to rob the new women voters of

their legitimate influence in politics for many

years. But the main purpose behind it is the ef—

fort of the Barnes-Brown reactionary crowd to

put over the renomination of United States Sen

ator James W. \Vadsworth, whose record on suf

frage has so aroused the women, and whose oppo

sition to prohibition has so stirred the moral ele

ment that he is afraid to run the gauntlet of a di

rect primary.”

Political

—Twelve members of the I. W. W. who have

been detained on Ellis Island were released un

conditionally March 17 on telegraphic orders from

Commissioner General of Immigration Caminetti

at Washington.

—Two hundred radicals, nearly all Russians,

were arrested in New York on the 12th while

holding a meeting at 133 East 15th street. The

raid was made with the object of conducting an

investigation into the standing of the persons who

congregated in the building that was suspected of

being a rendezvous for undesirable elements that

came here recently from Russia.

—The Irish Secretary, Mr. Macpherson, reply

ing to an influential deputation, representing the

Municipal Association of Ireland, said that local

authorities should extend the principle of pro

portional representation to all local elections.

“ We are," he said, “ having a bill drafted at the

present moment to secure this, and we hope that

it may be passed through the Houses of Parlia

ment in time for the local elections that are now

approaching." ‘

—The movement for proportional representa—

tion seems to be doubling its pace. Counting the

demand for the reform in the Declaration of In

dependence of Czecho-Slovakia as its adoption by

that country, the number of countries that have

adopted proportional representation since last

July is six—Czecho-Slovakia, Switzerland (Fed

eral Council), New South Wales (Lower House),

Germany (Constitutional Convention), Poland

(Constitutional Convention), and Hungary (Con

stitutional Convention).

——The last of these countries to adopt propor—

tional representation is Hungary. According to

a special cable dispatch to the Philadelphia Pub

lic Ledger, dated at Vienna, March 1st, the Con

stituent Assembly (Constitutitonal Convention)

which the Hungarian Government has decided to

have elected on April 5th is to be chosen by pro

portional representation. “A vote will be given

to every Hungarian male more than twenty-one,

regardless of his capacity to write or read, while

women voters must be more than twenty-four and

able to read and write one language."

—At its recent annual convention in Regina,

Saskatchewan, the Canadian Council of Agricul

ture, which represents the federated farmers' or

ganizations of Canada, declared for proportional

representation in their " political platform." In

cidentally it may be added that the convention

decided in favor of the organization of the farm

ers for political action, the members pledging

themselves to oppose any candidate who will not

support the whole platform adopted. " In this

way the principle of proportional representation

will be kept to the front and pressed upon the at

tention of Parliament.”

Sufirage

-—Senora Julieta Lanteri de Renshaw, a Buenos

Aires physician, has announced her candidacy for

the Chamber of Deputies. She is the first woman

candidate for Parliament in Argentina.

—Woman suffrage lost in Iowa on the 11th,

when the state Senate voted to postpone indefin

itely the house bill granting women primary suf—

frage. In Augusta, Me., the same day, a similar

bill passed the Senate.

—China's first woman lawyer, Mlle. R. Tcheng,

passed through America on her way from the

Orient to Paris, to report the Peace Con

ference for the Associated Press of China. Mlle.

Tcheng is well known in China, and holds a cer

tificate from a Paris university giving her the

right to practice law in France.

——-A resolution which came before the conven

tion of the Women’s Section Saskatchewan Grain

Growers’ Association, and one of very wide im

port, was: " Resolved, that the Government of

Canada be petitioned to send farm women to Brit

ain to secure help for farm women, thus assuring

better help than former agencies have been able

to obtain."

——-Dr. Anna Howard Shaw was the star witness

in the appeal of the Cleveland women street car

conductors to the National War Labor Board to

be permitted to hold their jobs. “ Let women be

judged by their ability," she pleaded. “ It is

time that justice decide such questions as this. If

we fail, let us fail not by the behest of men but by

our own act."

-—A Government bill introduced into the Leg

islature of Alberta is called the Mothers' Pensions
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Act, or the Mothers’ Allowance Act, as it is known

a Alberta. This act provides pensions for needy

nothers who are widows or whose husbands are

nsane. The cities or towns are to appoint a re

ief officer and pay him his salary, and in addi

;ion pay half of the relief supplied to the needy

widows. Provision is made by the act for the

aupervision of districts without relief oflicers.

I‘hough the cities and towns appoint the relief

)fiicers, the province has the right to dismiss such

in official.

-—In response to a letter from President Wilson

:tating that he thought it “ very desirable that

be women workers should have at least one or

vwo representatives in Paris to speak before the

sommissions that are considering labor matters,"

he National Women's Trade Union League sent

wo representatives to Paris. These representa

ives are Miss Mary Anderson, vice-chairman of

he \Vashington Committee of the National Wom

:n’s Trade Union League, who is assistant di

'ector of the Woman-in-Industry Service of the

.l. S. Department of Labor, and Miss Rose

Schneidermann, president of the Women’s Trade

Jnion League of New York.

Labor

—Negroes in Huston, Conn., are accepting the

rade union theory, and well—attended meetings are

icing held by these workers.

—Labor papers from Australia indicate that

he unions in that country are inclined to favor

he “one-big-union” idea, as offered to craft unions.

—The strike of shipyard workers at Seattle

vhich continued after the close of the general

trike was also terminated on the 10th. The

Yorkers go back at the same wages and condi

lons that prevailed before the strike.

———The Spanish Cabinet has decided to grant an

-hour working day to the building trades through

ut Spain, wages to be fixed by committees of em

loyers and workmen in each district. The Cabi

et also approved a bill to insure workers against

nemployment.

——Two hundred and forty-two delegates, repre

:nting the American Federation of Labor Unions

f British Columbia and other Western and Middle

lest Canadian Provinces passed unanimously, at

algary on Sunday, a resolution favoring the So

iet form of Government.

—The “Red-Flag" bill passed the Senate at

.lbany on the 13th. It was introduced by Sena

)1' Law and provides an amendment to the penal

iw prohibiting the display of a red flag. The

.ssembly already has passed the bill and it now

was to the Governor for approval.

—Railroads generally are not laying of? em

ployes as a result of the failure of Congress to ap—

propriate funds for the Railroad Administration.

A few cases of dismissal of men have been re

ported, but in each case the reasons were local,

and related to operating conditions rather than to

the financial predicament.

—-Clarence H. Mackay, president of the Postal

Telegraph Company, has announced that " all

regular employes, except messengers and $200 per

month employes, who on December 81, 1918, had

been in the service continuously six months and

more, are hereby granted a 10 per cent increase

in wages, efi'ective as of January 1, 1919."

—The International Labor Legislation Com

mittee in Paris is seeking a universal rule pre

cluding the employment of children under the age

of 15 in an industrial occupation and between

the ages of 15 and 18 for more than six hours

daily. At least two hours daily must be devoted

to technical classes, and they are forbidden to

work at night, on Sundays, or holidays.

-—-The end of the trolley strike on the Public

Service Company's lines in Northern New Jersey,

which inconvenienced more than a million people

in the territory covered, has been declared by

oiiicials of the union, and recognition of grievance

committees definitely agreed upon.

——J. H. Thomas, general secretary of the Rail

waymen’s Union, in an interview in the London

Weekly Dispatch of Sunday, speaks pessimistic

ally of the industrial situation in England. The

odds are, he said, 10 to l for a strike on the rail

ways and the miners have decided to stand or

fall with the railwaymen. Both organizations in—

sist that the Government recognize the principle

of the naturalization of miners and railways.

—The New York Call announces that 200,000

organized workers, representing every industry in

New York City, will form fifty parades, and,

starting from the various industrial centers of the

metropolis, will march to the heart of Manhattan,

their columns meeting at Madison Square Garden,

where, under the direction of the General Mooney

committee, a great demonstration will be held May

1, in behalf of Tom Mooney and Warren K. Bil—

lings.

—The port strike which has tied up shipping

in Buenos Aires for more than two months has

cost $800,000 losses in customs receipts. The

supply of many important commodities has been

depleted to such an extent that the price is

almost prohibitive. Newspapers are experiencing

the greatest difficulty in securing print paper. More

than 100 ships are idle in the harbor and 280,000

tons of merchandise is piled up on the docks. There
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appears to be no possibility of an early settle—

ment.

—At the hearing before United States Commis

sioner Hitchcock, in the case of Captain Adolph

C. Pederson of the barkentine Puako and his two

sons, mates of the vessel, who are charged with

maltreating the crew, James Campbell, a sailor,

testified that he had been taken aft, handcuffed,

and thrown into the pump hole, where water was

pumped on him. He swore that he was then taken

to the lazaret and left there for the night, with

out food, the captain telling him at intervals:

“ Confess and get something to eat.“

—War-time industry in Japan is fast waning,

so that unemployment has been caused in many

lines. Government returns show that already

about 20,000 hands have been put out of work.

This has brought up the question of labor in the

Diet and other public forums and, with the ques

tion of the expansion of the franchise, is being

taken advantage of by some agitating for uni

versal sufl'rage. Whether they are sincere or not

in their protestations, there is common talk here

that they purpose forming an out—and-out labor

party.

-—The general committee of the Norwegian

party has decided to address an earnest demand

to both the central executive of the Labor party

and to the governing board of the trades unions,

asking these two bodies to come together in order

to discuss and formulate the demands that the

working class shall now make. In this way, the

committee believes, there can be brought about a

powerful movement toward obtaining an equitable

electoral system, the dethronement of militarism,

the universal introduction of the eight-hour day,

the amelioration of the great need for living quar

ters, and extend socialization of the communities.

-—Anthony Capraro, writing in the New York

Call on the 14th, states that the striking weavers

of Lawrence, Mass, have entered upon their sixth

week of struggle with a resolution which is bound

to constitute one of the most important events in

the history of American labor. The central ex

ecutive committee, the general strike committee

and the rank and file of more than 35,000 textile

workers of Lawrence unanimously voted for the

affiliation with the Amalgamated Clothing Work

ers of America, and immediately made applica

tion for a charter by telegram and special delivery

letter to the international office of that union in

New York City.

-—Apropos of the resignation of David J. Lewis

as Director of Operation of the telephone and

telegraph administration, in a carefully prepared

circular the National Women's Trade Union

League says: “ Especially is it true that Mr.

Lewis was deprived of authority to deal with the

human factor in the situation, the telephone and

telegraph workers, who for months have been

asking for redress of grievances. Mr. Lewis’s

sympathies with organized labor are well known.

He was himself a miner in his youth, and a mem

ber of the United Mine Workers of America, and

was chairman of the Labor Committee of the

House of Representatives when he was a mem

ber of Congress. His preéminence as a student

of government operation of telephone and tele

graph systems, which he had advocated for years,

led to his appointment as Director of Operation

when the wires were put under Government con

trol, and this appointment was widely acclaimed

by the telegraph and telephone workers as prom

ising a solution of their troubles with the wire

companies.”

Cooperation

—C06perative societies are being organized by

labor men in the United States at the rate of

about five a day.

—-The Utica Cooperative Society, of Utica, N.

Y., which began business four years ago, doing

a trade of $18,000 the first year, reports sales

amounting to $51,000 during the past twelve

months.

—The tenth International Cooperative Con

gress will be held in some country in Europe—

probably Switzerland—this year. The Coopera

tive League of America will be entitled to several

delegates. Delegates must defray their own ex

penses.

—Municipal coal selling in Denver saved thou

sands of dollars to consumers during the war. In

its second year of operation, the plan is regarded

as a complete success. Lignite is sold at the cost

price of $5.15 a ton. Private dealers have met

this figure.

—The Conference of the Coiiperators of the

Allied Countries was held at Paris, beginning Feb—

ruary 7th. Invitations to send delegates were is

sued to the central cooperative organizations of

England, Belgium, France, America, Italy, Rus

sia, Poland, and Serbia.

——Edwin D. Edgerton, president of the Cali—

fornia State Railroad Commission, speaking to the

Christian Science Monitor representative on the

ultimate solution of the California street railways

problems says it lies in public ownership. “I do

not see how it can be anything else,” he said.

—Mrs. Agnes D. Warbasse, educational direc

tor of the Cooperative League of America, says

that "the experience of the Cooperative Move

ment abroad proves that when once a national

wholesale society has been founded on a truly fed

erative basis, local societies cease to fail and pro
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gress is continuous and rapid. No wholesale so

ciety has ever gone out of business."

—The following facts about the Chicago Mu

nicipal Water Works show what an efficient ad

ministration can accomplish. This plant is valued

at nearly $60,000,000 practically all paid for out

of the earnings, with rates about one-half those

usual under private ownership, with the highest

wages and best labor conditions of any similar

plant in the country, and withal aggregating a net

profit for 1918 of $8,008,200.

—The new milk condensary owned by the Seat

tle Cooperative Market will have an output of

three thousand cases of condensed milk per week.

The Seattle Coiiperators are planning also to pro

duce thirty tons per week of frozen salt water

fish, sole, halibut, cod, salmon, etc. The opera

tion of a steam trawler is being arranged for.

Beginning June 1st, the cooperative cannery will

probably have 50,000 cases of canned salmon and

250,000 pounds of cured salmon on the market.

The Cooperative Wholesale at St. Paul backs up

the producers of Puget Sound by arranging for

the disposal of this product through cooperative

organizations.

—The Inter-Allied Cooperative Conference held

in Paris February 7 and 8 favorably passed upon

the measures advocating international regulation

of ocean transportation and the fixing of a maxi

mum freight schedule; a close working agree

ment between the government and the co

operative organizations in each country for

the regulation of the cost of living; uni

versal free trade, and abolition of all passport

systems. It declared that not only international

rivalry, but commercial greed for profit has been

the cause of wars, and that Cooperation, by abol

ishing private profit, is one of the most potent in

fluences for peace.

—A conference of cooperative organizations of

Siberia took place at Vladivostok in November,

attended by representatives from the “Zakups

byt,” the Union of the Siberian Creamery As

sociations, the All-Russian Union of Consumers'

Societies (Vladivostok branch), the Moscow Na

rodny Bank (Vladivostok branch), the Union of

the Cooperative Societies of the Amur, the Oren

burg Union of Cooperative Unions and the Sa

mara Union of Credit Unions. A committee con

sisting of representatives of private traders and

cooperative societies was elected to consider the

general requirements in goods, and the quantities

to be distributed through individual organizations,

and to prepare lists of goods available for export

from Siberia.

Foreign

—The cost of living in Sweden has trebled since

July, 1914*, according to the Bureau of Labor Sta

tistics of the Department of Labor. Figures are

given for the seventeen principal cities.

—The State of Morelos, Mexico, which for ten

years has been dominated by Zapata, is now under

the control of Government tro~ps and Zapata has

taken refuge with a few followers in the extreme

southwest

-—A cablegram from Tokyo, Japan, states that

a Government bill which proposes to permit Chi

nese labor to enter Japan and also to grant the

privilege of mining and property rights to for

eigners, has been introduced into the Parliament.

—The Tokyo Asahi states, on official authority,

that there are 16,300 large and small factories

throughout the metropolitan district and suburbs

of Tokyo. In these factories, 141,077 men and

89,047 women, totaling 230,124 hands, are em

ployed.

—The Pekin correspondent of the New York

Times says that while the Japanese seem to have

the Korean independence movement under control,

underneath the surface the whole country is seeth

ing. Korea has appealed to the peace table for

independence from Japan.

——Sir Eric Geddes, Minister without portfolio.

introducing before the House of Commons a bill to

establish a Ministry of Transportation, said that

with the exception of the street railways the

transportation system of Great Britain financially

is in a semi-paralyzed state.

—To take care of unemployed returned soldiers.

the Federal Government of Australia has appro—

priated, it was reported from Melbourne on the

11th, $2,500,000 to construct public works pend

ing completion of a larger scheme to provide work

for homecoming Anzacs along permanent lines.

—At a banquet given by Roberto Pesqueira,

Governor of the State of Coahuila, in honor of

American newspaper men, the Governor, who said

he was speaking with the authorization of Luis

Cabrerra, who will resume the Secretaryship of

the Interior in a few days, said that the Govern

ment would enact a new oil law recognizing the

ownership of the subsoil of all properties bought

before the new Constitution.

_ ——In 1914- Japan's import trade of the Philip

pines amounted to $3,683,642 and in 1917 to

$8,216,218. In the same year Philippine

products to the value of $2,998,845 were

sold in Japan, whereas the sales during

1911 amounted to $7,327,972. These figures

show the total trade of Japan with the Philip

pines to have been $6,627,487 for the year 1914

and $15,544,190 for 1917. This remarkable in—

crease in the commercial intercourse with Japan

raised that country from third to second place in

the list of nations trading with the Philippines.
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The answer to your questions

about the cost of meat!

Send for Swift 8; Company's 1919 Year Book. Gives facts

and figures about America’s meat supply that every

home should understand. Write for it now— sent free

Why is the price ofmeat so high?

Do the packers control it?

What has the war had to do

with it?

How was the American army

fed?

Why are the prices of butter

and eggs so high?

Are the packers responsible for

the high price of shoes?

What are the real facts revealed

by the Federal Trade Commis

sion’s investigation of the pack

ing industry?

3 Q '

Swift & Company's year book shown

above, will give the answers to these

Address

Swift & Company
4205 Packers Avenue, Union Stockyards, Chicago, Ill.

Established 1868

  

and many other interesting ques

tions about your greatest food prob

lem. Write for it now.

There is no mystery in the meat

packing business. It operates under

conditions of intense competition

and, like every other industry, is

controlled by fundamental business

principles.

This Year Book presents a review of

Swift & Company’s operations dur

ing 1918 and shows that the profits

earned (about 2 cents on each dollar

ofmeat sales) were too small to have

any noticeable effect on live stock

and meat prices.

Send us your name for this valuable

book now—sent free—a postal

will do. -

A nation-wide organization owned by more than 23,000 stockholders
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Bolshevists and Reactionaries
 

How characteristic it was for the Union League Club of New York to urge

the use of the term “ League to Enforce Peace ” instead of a “League of

Nations.” “League of Nations ” has a useful and hopeful indefiniteness. It

provides for growth and development.

The Union League Club would, we suppose, consider such a title as “A

League of Co-operation and Friendship " a positive danger, especially if it workedl

It may mean revision of tariffs to the diminishing point; possibly the swift be

ginnings of a new era.

But that would not do at all. “ Force ” is the word, not anything that savors

of friendship. After all, the Bolshevist as described in the daily press and the

Reactionary as we know him, are not so far apart. Their common spirit of

despotism makes them kin, and the important thing to remember in this con

nection is that the only eiiective counter for either or both of them is a strong

body of enlightened democratic public opinion.

_ In two weeks the subscription price of The PUBLIC goes to $3.00. Your

friends would be glad to get acquainted With it. A reader who is in the Gov

ernment servrce in Minnesota wrote last week:

A friend was so prejudiced against the things advocated by The Public that at

first he refused to read it, but I kept at him until now he is almost as interested

as I, and his views on the subjects and questions discussed by The Public have

undergone a complete change.
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BOUND IN CBOI'I‘ LEATHER

Woodrow Wilson's Public Papers

Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

THE PUBLIC,

122 East 37th St., New York.

Send The Public to the names below for 26 weeks and a copy

of “ The Crime of Poverty " by Henry George, bound in cloth.

I am enclosing check for $ . . . . . . . . . . . .

(One dollar for each; your renewal can be included at .2, if desired.

The increased rate—SS—takes elect April 14th).

To show our appreciation for your era—operation in this campaign

we will send you for only 450 additional one o! the books listed for

every new subscription you send in. For instance, it you send 8

subscriptions at $1.00 each, add “.35 (Hie per book) and we will

send you any three or the volumes in the Modern Library. The

books are bound in limp Croft leather and contain Introductions by

well-known modern writers.

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

Name of New Subscriber

The best collection published, edited and

with introduction by Prof. Albert Bush

nell Hart of Harvard.

The Woman Question: A Collection of

Easels

By ‘. Lowls DICKINSON, Eu." Kit,

.10an S'ruau'r MILL, ELBII Cl.st Pan

sorzs, Nimzscne, MABTFJILXNUK, fins

LOCK mus, I]. G. \Vnhcs, EDWARD CAI

PINTIB and others.

Love’s Coming of Age

By Enwuzn (harem-us. This book by

Carpenter has had a world-wide sale and

is one of the best books on the sex qnea~

tion.

Evolution of Modern Thought

By ilancxxn of Jena, Ben of Cambridge,

Bocou: or Paris, and others.

The Spirit of American Literature

BI Joan Macr. A series or brilliant in.

terpretstious, reprinted from the Atlantic

Monthly.

The Way of All Flesh

Sauch Bn'rucu’s famous work, which

Arnold Bennett described an " one or the

greatest novels or the world."

Creatures That Once Were Men

By MAXIM Gosxr, with an introduction

by (i. K. Chesterton.

Belt Rusinn Short Stories

A collection that shoves Russia’s great

short-story writers at their best.

The Crime of Sylvester Bonnard

A novel of one or the atest writers of

France. introduction y Lalcndlo Bern.

Mary, Mary

By Jamie S'ruvrms. A beautifully writ~

ten and exquisite story or a sort that only

III irishman could write.
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