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FBEDEBIC C. HOWE I

The New

Internationalism

When Will It Come?

N his new book, “The Only Possible

Peace,” Dr. Howe urges Freedom in

international relations ;and lays down a

program:

One, the freedom of the seas and the

water and land routes of trade and

commerce in every portion of the earth.

Two, freedom of markets, of trade, of

commerce and the substitution of the

open door for spheres of influence and

preferential tarifi‘s in all exploited ter

ritories and especially in Africa, Asia

and the islands of the Pacific.

Three, free and equal access to raw

materials in all dependent and subject

territories. _

Four, equality of opponunity of m

vestment, of development, of “exploita

tion,” and of economic contact with

backward peoples and the protection of

small peoples by international agree

ment through a tribunal pledged to

equality of opportunity and the safe

guarding of the subject world from

oppression.

Five, and most important of all, the

razing of all tariff barriers and the

adoption of free trade by all of the

greater Powers.

“ The Only Possible Peace ” is a valuable,

suggestive book. It describes the Imperial

istic dreams and ambitions back of the war,

and shows the road away from them to

international co-operation—which is an

other name for Peace.

Order your copy today. We will pay

the osta e on it.
p g Price $1.50

The Public

Book Dept, 122 East 37th Street, New York
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T is stated apropos of the May Day bomb

episodes that the secret service of the Fed

eral Government has been ordered to make un

relenting efforts to discover the evil—doers. The

lea: taliom'; is still an integral part of the social

basis precisely as it is a fundamental principle

in the natural order. The thoroughly effective

but just administration of the law without dis

crimination, whether the violators of orders

were men in the United States uniform or mem

bers of the I. W. W., would be very advan

tageous in establishing standards in our present

social ferment. Many labor writers and social

workers who are apparently incapable of draw

ing a. line of distinction between those radical

measures that mark the progress of genuine

reform and those irrational and imbecilic mo

tions that simulate revolution but further no

advance of the people’s welfare, might thus be

led to a sane self-judgment and wholesome

amendment.

LEARLY, President Wilson is a victim of

circumstances. It is now apparent that

there is nothing he can do that will please his

critics. If he exercises his own judgment he is

autocratic and tyrannical; if he consults others

he is a demagogue and is trying to curry favor

with the people; if he stands firmly for a prin

ciple he is stubborn; if he yields lesser points

in order to obtain a greater end he is vacil

lating; if he holds to a principle be is a bigot;

if he takes advantage of an opportunity he is

a time-server; if he exacts a faithful perform—

ance regarding the fourteen points he is selfish;

if he yields anything he betrays democracy.

Apparently there is nothing left for him to do

but to resign. It is doubtful, however, if even

that would please his critics, for it would merely

make way for another Democrat, and it is as a

Democrat that he fails to please the Re

publicans.

ANEW objection to the League of Nations

has been discovered. A man in Kentucky

quotes the Bible, “ Thou shalt make no covenant

or league with the heathen.” Considering the

fact that, with the exception of Japan, all the

countries that maintain large armies and navies

are Christian, and that all these armaments are

to protect Christian nations from other Chris

tian nations, it would seem as though this were

a questionable compliment to religion. It had

been supposed that the dispensation of the New

Testament, based upon universal brotherhood,

amplified and fulfilled the cruder commands of

the Old Testament. It is a strange anomaly

that the Jews who do not accept the divinity of

Jesus should be a unit for the League of N

tions, while Christians who believe in Him w

laid all emphasis on the brotherhood of man

should be divided.

IBERALS of all schools have been fearful

of the persistence of the military spirit

for another half-century after the conclusion

of peace. Certainly, the returned soldier must

be reckoned with as a political force. But if

the British or Canadian experience counts for

anything, we are not likely to find the soldier

in alliance with privilege. Over in Canada the

Great War Veterans’ Association is already

powerfully organized with 160 branches. It

has an official journal of 100,000 circulation,

in which it demands heavy land value taxes and

extirpation of profiteering. It is waging a
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campaign against Bolshevism and claims that

the chief fomenters of Bolshevism are those who

advocate high tariffs and combines, who exploit

labor, and “ who filch the natural resources and

wealth of the nation and resell them to the

common herd.” It demands the remaking of

Canada politically and industrially. The tem

per of the Canadians and of our men is not

much different, the chief difference being that

the Canadians have been in the war longer. It

seems quite likely, therefore, that our soldier

organizations will be just as anti—militaristic

and just as vigorous for industrial reforms as

the Canadians.

HERE are numerous ways of stimulating

the growth of Bolshevism in this country,

but it may be doubted if any has been more suc—

cessful than the practice of local United States

attorneys. One William Powell and wife called

upon a neighbor in Lansing, Michigan, May

26, 1918. An argument took place in which

Powell said that the stories of German atroc

ities were lies and were part of a paid propa

ganda; that he was not satisfied with the United

States and could not believe in the President,

and that the war was a rich man’s war. The

United States district attorney heard of it and

Powell was indicted, tried, convicted, and sen

tenced to twenty years in prison and a fine of

$5,000. The family got together their savings,

sold the Liberty bonds that Powell had bought,

and paid the fine. Powell is serving his sen—

tence in the penitentiary at Leavenworth; Mrs.

Powell is supporting herself and five children

as best she can. What is likely to be the feeling

of these children toward the government and in

stitutions of this country? Is twenty years in

prison a fit punishment for foolish words ut

tered in an angry argument?

UCCESS is in sight for the League of Na

tions. Again the President has outgen

eraled the opposition, both in and out 'of his

party. Two months ago the opposition in the

Republican Party was firm and there was an

ominous silence on the whole subject among a

certain element on the Democratic side. Today

there is every indication that the Covenant will

win without more than a handful against it. A

careful poll indicates that at least 68 Senators

will vote for the League and only 18 against it.

Ten are doubtful as yet. Should all of them

vote no, the Covenant is still safe. But further

backslidings and disintegration among the

League opponents are to be looked for. It is

not at all impossible that the whole opposition

may simmer down to a few bitter enders like

Senators Reed and Borah. The outcome was

inevitable from the first, and the President knew

it. His tactics consisted simply in using the

overwhelming popular sentiment for the League

as a club over the political opposition. The in

sistence of Senators Borah and Lodge that it

must not be permitted to become a party issue

is only to be interpreted as unwillingness to

hazard their party prestige in a losing fight.

Neither the Republicans outside the President’s

party nor the Democrats within care to risk

their political necks on such an issue.

ENRY CABOT LODGE, senior Senator

from Massachusetts and Republican

leader in the Senate, bears the stamp of the true

bourbon. He is opposed to free commerce, he

is against giving the ballot to women, he denies

the Jugoslavs access to the sea, and looks with

unfriendly eye upon anything espoused by Pres

ident Wilson. Thus does he differentiate be

tween himself and true Americanism. From the

dawn of American Independence the oppressed

peoples of the world have looked to this country

for aid and sympathy; and never did we fail

them until the American junkers during the

McKinley administration overthrew the Phil—

ippine Republic and denied their sympathy to

the Boer republics of South Africa. What

these reactionaries would do if in power today

may be guessed by the opposition they are

showing to a League of Nations designed to

protect the weaker countries. Even before the

covenant has been put into operation Senator

Lodge rushes into print with a statement in

which he says Fiume should not be given to the

new republic on the eastern coast of the

Adriatic.

OSTAL censorship made what is hoped will

prove to be the last blundering interfer

ence with the press when the New York post

master held up the Crisis last week. There was

no specification made—merely the stereotyped

notice that the magazine was unmailable, and

that the case had been referred to Washington.
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The Washington authorities evidently thought

better of the matter, for after a visit of the

editor to the capital the order of the local post

master was revoked. In the case of THE Pun—

ch the issue of August 17 lay in the New York

postoflice until March 11 before it was released,

whereas the Crisis was held up only two or three

days. If the recent criticism of Mr. Burleson

has produced this much good, it is to be hoped

that that criticism may continue until he has

been relegated to some occupation requiring

neither judgment, discretion, nor responsibility.

THERE are evidences that the gospel of the

Nonpartisan League is spreading. From

isolated States here and there come bits of in

formation that show the widespread nature of

the agricultural revolt. Farmers in Iowa,

Kansas, and Nebraska are beginning to grow

restive as they watch Idaho and North Dakota.

Such indications are very hopeful, but the

brightest bit of information of all comes from

Texas and carries the first implication of po—

litical progress in the South that will link it up

with the North. The recent organization of

the Texas League of Cotton Planters and

Farmers may bear fruit in the South, for it is

sponsored by some of the most prominent

farmers and cotton planters in the State. It

is distinctly modeled after the Nonpartisan

League. To one who knows the background of

agriculture in Texas and who knows something

of the conditions uncovered in that State by the

Industrial Relations Commission, such a move—

ment has possibilities of tremendous import. It

may well be the beginning of a political revolt

in the South, which if strong enough will enable

the producing farmer to overleap the barriers

of caste that have so far restricted him, and to

join hands with men of like interests in the

North.

HAT was a clever move on the part of the

Italian press to set before their readers

accounts of some of the questionable things in

this country. To see ourselves as others see us

is not always pleasant, but it is sometimes very

wholesome. To be ridiculed for things in which

we have taken great pride is irritating, but it is

one of the surest ways to correct excesses.

Some of the Italian papers out of pique at the

President’s stand on the question of Fiume have

been printing a series of articles on “ the white

terror of America,” a term applied to the im

prisonment of political offenders under the

Espionage act. Political prisoners in other

countries have heretofore had America’s sym

pathy, but now that we have political prisoners

of our own we appear to be a little embarrassed,

and our foreign critics are disposed to jeer.

Emerson suggested that the best way to make

people think we have not a certain fault is not

to have it. If we would have the world believe

that we do not jail people for opinions we might

best convince them by letting out those already

jailed.

EGARDING the bill recently passed by

the Ontario Legislature empowering the

city of Ottawa to submit to the citizens an

ordinance exempting improvements and per

sonal property from taxation, the editor of

the Toronto Globe says: “ No one because of

the partial exemption of land from taxation

will be induced to start the making of land,

but even the small tax exemption on dwellings

under the assessment commissioner’s report

will induce people to make houses. A basic

philosophy of taxation is that land can neither

be increased in quantity by man’s efforts nor

removed elsewhere to escape taxation, and that

the taxing power can, on the other hand, be

used to stimulate or retard the production of

buildings.” Strange people those Canadians.

We put extra taxes on saloons, dogs, State

bank money, and other things whose number

and quantity we wish to limit. But the Cana

dians are actually proposing to put extra

taxes on vacant lots and untax buildings.

Then and Now

ITH Orlando and Sonnino not only sulk

ing but fuming in their tents, in true

Achillean style; with Japan making dubious

gains by stubborn dickering; with several

claimants for more ships from the loot; with

Australia hooting with genuine bushwhackers’

gufl'aws; with other backward nations at

tempting to grab a bit here and a slice

there, the thoughtful observer of the Peace

Conference and its connections has been

forced again to recall the days when a

splendid array of the mighty was convened to
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patch the lacerations of what was left of Eu

rope after the Napoleonic wars. Writing of

the Congress of Vienna, Lord Castlereagh, who

guided England’s foreign policy, made the note,

“ I have witnessed every day the astonishing

tenacity with which all the powers cling to the

smallest point of separate interests,” and later

he observed of the Second Treaty of Paris:

“ There is not a power, however feeble, that

borders France from the Channel to the Medi

terranean that is not pushing some acquisition

under the plea of security and rectification of

frontier. Their whole conception is so un

statesmanlike that they look not beyond their

sop.”

Mesphistophelean evil-wishers in the Senate

and out of it rejoice at these evidences that the

course of true international love is not flowing

smoothly, and are willing to venture the pessi

mistic prophecy that disaster will certainly

overtake the League of Nations. It undoubted

ly would if these paramount selfishnesses of

statesmen had originated the League idea and

remained the abiding motive in each successive

stage of its development as a working organism.

That was the situation with the Holy Alliance.

It was conceived in the imperialistic spirit and

its whole course was devoted to the imperialistic

aggrandizement of Germany, Austria, and Bus

sia. Now, imperialism is not a synonym of

magnitude; it denotes a spiritual quality. Every

island in the Aegean, every hilltop in the Bal

kans might have as vicious a lust for expansion

as any continental empire, and the spirit if

rampant would wreck the peace of the world,

however carefully organized.

But the safeguards of the League of Nations

lie in the presence and puissance of factors

wholly unknown in the councils of Metternich,

Talleyrand, and Castlereagh. President Wil

son has declared that in his opinion the labor

program adopted as part of the treaty of

peace constitutes one of the most important

achievements of the Conference. Some radical

critics have professed disappointment with the

showing of labor in Paris. Men who talk thus

have no sense of historical atmosphere or per

spective. Where was labor at the Congress of

Vienna? It shows amazing strides that at a

world peace conclave the voice of labor is heard

at all—let alone with authority. To have

achieved a permanent footing in thc interna

tional legislation of the world is gain great

enough for a century of progress. The im~

portant thing is that hereafter there can be no

war without the working men of all nations be—

ing in a position to get advance information

and to exert their influence for peace.

The same is true of the acknowledged rights

of women. The attitude of the Conference

makes legitimate as well as just the power of

woman in the interrelations of peoples and gov

ernments. The acceptance of the theory of in

ternational helpfulness and charity, and the

practical provisions for the needs even of the

enemy, indicate that the roadway of militarism

and imperialism for future generations will be

unalluring, if not impossible.

Homesteading Privations

HERE are still people in the United States

who believe in homesteading, and there

are others who believe that land speculation

does no harm. The tragedies of our land

policy are always cropping out in the most un

expected places. A child welfare bureau is

probably the last place we should look for an

argument against land speculation, but an ex

cellent one is furnished, nevertheless, by a re

cent report of the Children’s Bureau upon child

welfare on a homesteading section of Montana.

Continuing its policy of examining into child

life in rural areas, the Bureau selected a honie—

steading strip 5,500 square miles in extent.

The conditions disclosed are potent arguments

for a reversal of our policy.

Nowhere are the hardships of homesteading

visited so severely as upon women and children.

The experiences related in Miss Lathrop’s re—

port and undergone by the women in the terri

tory surveyed are unnecessary. Eighty per

cent. of the mothers in this typical homestead

ing area are of American birth, 95 per cent.

of them literate. They are living in sod

huts or tar-paper shacks. Seven out of every

ten families conduct all their family life in one

or two rooms. More than half of them sleep

three or more persons in a. room. Railroads

are unknown; roads are poor; only 26 families

live within 25 miles of a telephone. Those who

have ventured out on this Montana plain to

farm must alternately endure the severity of

winter and the heat of summer. Last year the
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weather ranged from 42 degrees below to 110

above zero. The report tells of families

frozen to death in winter and crops destroyed

by drought in summer. Farming does not ap

pear to be an attractive occupation with money

borrowed on mortgages at ten per cent., with no

hospital in 5,500 square miles of territory, and

only three physicians. Two-thirds of the

mothers in this section met the experience of

childbirth without medical care of any kind.

Over half of them were attended by untrained

women, and one in eight by their husbands.

Childbirth is four times as fatal to mothers

in ltIontana as it is in Kansas. The infant

mortality rate is five times as great as Italy’s.

What is it that drives people out to territory

so remote from civilization that they “ can’t

wait for permission to bury the dead; it takes

too long?” Not lack of land, surely, for the

idle areas east of the Mississippi will support

ten Montanas. Until we learn the wisdom of

penalizing four million idle acres in New York

people will be driven to the outposts of civiliza

tion and land speculation in the East will con—

tinue to take its toll of child life in the West.

Gagging School Teachers '

F one were to measure progress toward free

dom by the censorship of speech and press

the verdict might be that the world was going

backward. Too many pessimistically inclined

persons have rendered this judgment. But if

progress is measured by the resistance to

tyranny, it will be seen that the world is making

enormous strides toward liberty. It is not that

men are imposing upon us new restraints that

we resent, but that they are clinging to the few

restraints that never have been removed.

One of the most vexatious manifestations of

this spirit of censorship is the attempt of

boards of education and superintendents to

hold school teachers in the leading strings of

the past. A Washington school teacher for an

swering the inquiry of a student as to the differ—

ence between anarchy and Bolshevism Was sus—

pended for a week, and an order followed for

bidding the teachers in Washington schools to

answer questions concerning Bolshevism and

“ other heresies.” As the school curriculum

calls for the teaching of current events, there is

serious speculation among the teachers as to

what may be included in “ other heresies.”

When asked to be specific the authorities went

no further than to name the League of Nations

as one of the forbidden topics.

Another striking instance is that of Dr.

Tildsley, associate superintendent in charge of

the schools of New York, who publicly declared

that Marxian Socialists should not be employed

as teachers of children in the New York schools.

“ There are some Socialist teachers now,” he is

quoted by the Tribune as saying, “ I do not

know how many. If I did we would get rid of

them immediately.”

THE PUBLIC does not accept the Socialist

philosophy, nor has it any brief for Socialists,

but it does stand for democracy, and it would

like to inquire by what right or under what law

Mr. Tildsley presumes to say as a public official

that citizens holding certain political beliefs

may or may not teach in the public schools.

Does Mr. Tildsley realize, in proscrib

ing upon his own authority a particular cult or

belief, that he is lending support to the mob

spirit that manifests itself in attacking Social

ist meetings and processions?

Mr. Tildsley’s objections that a boy or girl

who is forced by law to attend school should

not be placed in charge of a Socialist is far

fetched. If that were good logic a Democrat

would have just cause of complaint if placed

under a Republican teacher. A person of any

possible belief might object to a teacher of any

other belief. Such school boards as these of

Washington and New York and such superin

tendents as Dr. Tildsley might do well them

selves to take a course in Americanism.

Protecting the Home Owner

OHIO also is of the States with a housing

problem. Governor Cox in vetoing a bill

to increase the debt limit of municipalities, calls

attention to the fact that “modern life de

velops added utilities, and in proportion as so

ciety exacts, it must increase its contribution

to the public purse.” But he hastens to add

that the “ additional imposts should not be

levied on real estate.”

Governor Cox’s reasons are familiar to all

real estate dealers. “ We are all agreed,” says

the Governor, “ that the homing instinct of the

people must not be discouraged.” Men with a
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stake in the country show a keener “ appreci

ation of the fact that the institutions of govern—

ment given to us by our fathers are the pro

tecting bulwarks in guaranteeing the elements

of equal rights and opportunity which a de

mocracy makes possible.” “ Therefore,” he

concludes, “let us do nothing that will inter

fere with the building of more houses for

homes. If increased revenues to meet public

expenses are to be added to real estate, we are

sure to defeat an objective to which the country

is devoting itself.”

The Governor’s diagnosis of the disease is

excellent, but it may be questioned if he is fully

warranted in his conclusion. It is suspected

that he has become slightly confused over the

term “ real estate.” We should have more

homes, he says, and taxes are a burden; there

fore, taxes should not be added to real estate.

But real estate is not necessarily a home. The

men who call themselves real estate owners, and

who make a great ado before taxing bodies

whenever the question of revenue is raised, may

or may not own houses, but they all own or

have an interest in land. They own home sites,

but not homes. From the true home owner they

exact, before permitting him to build, a price

that covers all the social advantages of govern

ment. If the city has built a road to the lots,

they charge more for the home site; if it has

supplied sewers, water, light, street cars,

police, and schools, they charge the would-be

home owner in proportion.

Governor Cox is right in impulse, but has

erred slightly in applying his reasoning. He is

right in saying that no more taxes should be

laid on houses, but he is wrong in keeping taxes

off vacant land. For the less he taxes vacant land

the longer the speculator can hold it, and the

more it will cost the man who builds the house.

Whereas, the more he taxes vacant land the

harder it is to hold, and the less the speculator

will charge the builder. Taxes will not afi'ect

one way or the other the amount of land, but

they do afiect, as the Governor recognizes, the

number of houses.

Governor Cox’s logic, therefore, would lead

him as an advocate of more homes to remove

the taxes from houses in order to make it easier

for the home owner to get one, and increase the

taxes on lots in order to make it harder for the

speculator to hold them out of use.

Mr. Burleson Is Right for Once

0 rarer is THE PUBLIC able to agree with

Mr. Burleson that we hail the occasion.

His conclusion that there was nothing else to

do but to hand back the cables at once and to

return the telegraph and telephone lines as early

as possible is inescapable. Until Congress is

willing to adopt a sane policy there is nothing

else that can be done.

Either public ownership or outright private

ownership is preferable to the policy pursued

during the last few months. It has been neither

public ownership nor public control. For a

few months the Government has been a guest

and a very unwelcome one in the offices of the

telegraph lines. To have continued this anom

alous status would have been to have continued

the inefficiency of private operation while the

public had the belief that the wires were under

public control and assessed the blame accord

ingly.

Nevertheless, a great opportunity has been

lost for public ownership and Mr. Burleson is

himself to blame. We have another apt illus

tration that a fool friend can do more damage

than an avowed enemy. Congress is not in

favor of public ownership. A proper nursing

of the forces of public opinion would, however,

have built up such pressure that Congress

would have been speedily converted. Mr.

Burleson’s course has been such as to diminish

the public pressure for Government ownership

rather than increase it. The circumstances

under which the wires were taken over are well

known. After refusal to comply with a reason

able Governmental labor regulation during the

war the telegraph lines were taken over. At a

crisis when Mr. Newcomb Carlton, President of

the Western Union Telegraph Company, was

substantially given a chance to choose between

America and Germany, he chose Germany.

Imagine the public surprise, then, to see Mr.

Carlton raised to a high position in the Wire

Administration. Not content with this, a labor

policy was adopted as arbitrary and as devious

as that of Simon Legree. Hundreds of thou

sands of men in the ranks of labor, naturally

favorable to public ownership, have been turned

away from it. The relinquishment of the wires

proves nothing against public ownership. There

never was an iota of public ownership in the
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entire experiment. In so far as it proves any

thing, it goes to show that Mr. Burleson is un

fit. And to the overwhelming majority of his

fellow citizens it needed no six months’ experi

ment to prove that.

Shifting British Polltlcs

R. LLOYD GEORGE’S spectacular abil

ity to change sides is apparently to be

exercised again. Whether the defeat of the

Coalition candidate in the Aberdeen and Kin

cardine districts is a defeat for him is doubtful.

It is certainly a defeat for toryism. Mr.

George’s dilemma is the legitimate result of his

short-sighted policy in forcing an election upon

the heels of the armistice. There is no doubt

that the December elections, coming as they did

at a moment when England, flushed with vic

tory, had no thought for domestic affairs, pro

duced a Parliament with division lines in no way

reflecting public opinion in Great Britain today.

Mr. Lloyd George, presumably a Liberal, found

himself at the head of a Coalition maj ority over

whelmingly tory. If Mr. Lloyd George is still

a democrat—and his actions at the Peace Con

ference lend color to the theory that the idealist

in him has again gained the upper hand over the

politician—he has another overnight change of

party ahead of him. For democratic England

is slowly reasserting itself. Three out of four

by—clections have gone against the Coalition.

The rising power of labor is daily becoming

more patent. The issues which are forging to

the front are fundamentally economic. Jingo

ism is waning. War, which has profoundly dis

turbed the foundations of antebellum England

with its class lines and semi-feudal industry, has

turned the thoughts of the common man inward.

The Englishman who five years ago was satis

fied to contemplate the greatness of empire now

demands a fairer chance for his children. Such

thoughts can find no adequate expression in the

December Parliament. We may expect a con

tinuance of Liberal and Labor victories. The

great question is where Mr. Lloyd George will

find himself in the next division. Will the poli

tician or idealist be uppermost. His quarrel

with Northclifi'e- and his staunch backing of

President Wilson in Paris lend color to the

theory that the Lloyd George of the budget

campaign will come again.

Mob Violence

0N the eve of the gathering of the National

Conference on Lynching in New York

City there were outbreaks in various parts of

the country that give point to the meeting.

The besetting sin of America is violence, in—

tolerance and impatience of opposition that ex

presses itself in a resort to force.

No greater reflection could be cast upon

American institutions than the action of the ill

advised young men in soldiers’ and sailors’ uni

forms who have presumed to dictate to their

fellow citizens how they shall conduct their

private life. To force an entrance into a public

assemblage and compel the singing of the Amer

ican anthem, or to raid a. newspaper whose

politics does not meet with their approval, is to

bring upon the flag the very contempt from

which they seek to rescue it.

This spirit of intolerance has been cultivated

by the press and even by the pulpit, and the

young men appear to have taken too seriously

the words spoken by their elders. There are

many thoughtful citizens who reflect that if this

ruflianism is not directly due to propaganda

put out by militarists, imperialists, and other

chauvinists for the purpose of fastening upon

the country universal military training and a

great military establishment, it looks sus

piciously like it. “ Treat ’Em Rough ” may

have been a. little too raw to be defended, but it

expresses the same spirit that has been running

through the various organs of public opinion.

This is a country of law. If it is not that it

is nothing at all. And being a country of law

those who assume to set up private judgment

are undermining its foundation. Every word

spoken and every act committed is subject to

law, and men have been appointed to see to its

enforcement. If they refuse or neglect to per

form this duty, they are themselves subject to

the penalties of law, and are accountable to the

people. If this system is not self-sustaining

then democracy is itself at fault. If it is

against the law to give a musical entertainment

without the American anthem, the proper ofli

cials should see that it is stopped. If it is

against the law to hold a public meeting of pro

test for any purpose whatsoever, officers should

stop it. If socialism is outlawed, then let the

police suppress it. If Socialist papers are un
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lawful, let them be put out of business. But

until these things are declared unlawful by the

proper courts no citizen, private or official, has

any right to interfere with them. Any man or

woman who lacks the self-restraint to observe

our own laws is unfit to live in a democracy.

The men who donned the American uniform won

the admiration of the world on the field of bat

tle. Let them win even a greater renown in time

of peace by standing for the liberty even of op

ponents.

The League of Nations Cove

nant as Revised

0 have understood the original draft of the

League of Nations agreement is to be

equipped for easily understanding the agree

ment in its present and final form. Although

the draft has been rewritten, substantial alter

ations are few and none of them is of vital im

portance.

“ Covenant ” instead of “ Constitution ” is

now the name of the agreement. “ Body of

Delegates ” has been changed to “ Assembly.”

In the original draft there was no specification

of conditions under which a member of the

League might withdraw; under the revision two

years’ notice must be given. The implied right

of a member to refuse mandatorial responsibili

ties with reference to backward peoples has been

made specific. For the proposed Bureau of

Labor the establishment of such international

organizations as are necessary to “ secure and

maintain fair and humane conditions of labor ”

is substituted. The Covenant may be amended

by the unanimous sanction of all the states rep

resented in the Council and a majority (instead

of three—fourths, as in the original draft) of

those represented in the Assembly. No amend

ment is to bind any member without its assent,

but a dissenting member automatically loses

membership. Some of the alterations, however,

are more important. One of these provides for

enlarging both the permanent and the variable

constituents of the Council by the Council it

self with the approval of a majority of the As

sembly. Another provides that nothing in the

Covenant shall affect the validity of “ interna

tional engagements, such as treaties of arbitra

tion or regional understandings like the Monroe

Doctrine, for securing the maintenance of

peace.”

As the Covenant now stands, in readiness for

adoption by the respective governments, the

League of Nations may be outlined as to its im

portant features about as follows: Its object is

international cooperation, peace, and security.

It is provided, through fair representation,

with an advisory legislative Assembly and

an advisory administrative Council. Also with

a Secretariat for clerical and recording pur—

poses. Its original membership comprises the

signatories named in an “ annex ” to the treaty,

together with states named in the “ annex ” as

invited to join and which accept the invitation.

In addition, any fully self-governing people

may come into equal membership upon election

by two—thirds of the Assembly. Upon two

years’ notice and fulfillment of its membership

obligations any member has the privilege of

withdrawal. The Council is to formulate plans

for reduction of armaments, which become

effective when adopted by the several govern

ments. The Council is to propose methods for

preventing the evil effects of private manufac

ture of munitions and implements of war, and

the members of the League agree severally to in

terchange information about their armaments

and military programs. Against external ag

gression, the existing territorial integrity and

political independence of every member of the

League are to be respected and preserved. Any

war or threat of war is to be regarded as matter

of concern to the whole League. So are any

circumstances likely to disturb the peace of

nations. Any serious dispute is to be sub

mitted to arbitration or to inquiry by the Coun

cil, and war is not to be resorted to within three

months after award under the former or report

by the latter. A court of international justice

is to be established. Disputes not submitted to

arbitration and likely to lead to war are to go

to the Council for conciliation. If any member

of the League resorts to war without such sub

mission to arbitration, inquiry, or conciliation it

shall be “ deemed to have committed an act of

war against all other members of the League,”

and shall thereby subject itself to economic

boycott. All future treaties must be registered

and published. Existing treaties inconsistent

with the Covenant are abrogated. The well

being and development of backward peoples is a
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sacred trust of civilization to be administered

by uncoerced mandatories under the observa

tion of the League, to which they are to make

annual reports. Fair and humane conditions

of labor are to be maintained in all countries

through international organizations. Freedom

of communication and transit and equitable

treatment for the commerce of all members of

the League are to be secured and maintained.

Under no circumstances is any member of the

League obligated to take up arms contrary to

its own will at the time.

To understand objections to this plan for in

ternational peace, through a democratic union

of the self—governing peoples of the world, is

very difficult except upon the hypothesis that

international peace of a democratic order is not

desired by the objectors. Hostility would be

natural to the tory mind, which abhors all so

cial order but that of “ upper class ” autoc

racy; it would be natural to the bolshevistic

mind, which abhors all social order but that of

“lower class” autocracy. That most of the

emphatic objections come from one or the other

of those two sources is pretty clearly indicated

by their variety, contrariety, flimsiness, and ob

structive characteristics. The exceptions to

that class seem fairly traceable to selfish

sources that fear that the League will prove

the beginning of the end of a long régi'me of

monopolistic exploitation and militaristic profi

teering.

Whoever stands for world-wide evolutionary

democracy must see in this League all the mak

ings—all that are possible at this stage of

world history—of that democratic internation—

alism which views the world as a fraternal

group of many peoples, much as it views a peo

ple as a fraternal group of many persons.

Lours F. POST.

A New Southeastern Europe

By Vladislav R. Savic

Author of “Southeastern Europe;" formerly head

NLIKE the two other great European

Peninsulas, the Apennine and the Pyrenean,

the Balkan Peninsula is not a geographical en

tity separated from the rest of the Continent

by a high and well marked chain of mountains.

On the contrary, the Balkans are geographical

ly an integral part of central Europe. The

greatest European river, the Danube, is a com

mon life artery for both sections. All the

Bosnian and Serbian valleys open to the north

and to central Europe. This may serve as an

additional explanation of the causes of the

present war and as a suggestion of what ought

to be a sound policy of the new states of that

part of Europe.

At the present moment the dominating de

sire of all those peoples is the achievement of

complete national independence. The nations

of Southeastern Europe are sick with a longing

for freedom, as freedom has been 0 long de

nied to them. Without the satisfaction of that

demand no step forward can be made in the

reconstruction of that stormy corner of Eu—

rope. We assume here that that demand will be

fully satisfied.

of the Press Bureau in the Serbian Foreign Opice

There are many reasons, historic, national,

and economic, which prompt the Czecho-Slo

vaks, the Jugoslavs, and the Rumanians to re

main good allies in the future and work out a

scheme for close cooperation. Thus the Jugo—

slavs and the Rumanians have lived as neighbors

for more than a thousand years, but their his—

tory has never chronicled a conflict between

them. The Czecho-Slovaks present the same

picture. They and the Jugoslavs are of the

same Slavic origin. Their languages even to

day represent a strong bond of unity. By the

invasion of the Magyars, in the ninth century

the Czecho-Slovaks and Jugoslavs became sep—

arated territorially. Nevertheless, the bond of

friendship and cultural ties never ceased to ex—

ist between them.

The similarity of their history is so great

that one is rather tempted to look at it as a his

tory of one and the same nation, forcibly sep

arated into two physical parts, but whose inner

life by a miracle remained the same. The

Magyars subjugated the Slovaks in the north

as well as the Croats in the south, whereas Bo

hemia and Serbia, as the main parts of their
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respective nations, continued their independ

ence and attained a remarkable degree of pros

perity and civilization in the Middle Ages. The

Turkish invasion worked upon them very sim

ilarly. After a prolonged struggle Serbia suc

cumbed to the Turks. Bohemia, fearing Turk

ish menace, in order to avoid the fate of Serbia

allied herself with Austria. But the result

proved the same. The bad faith of the German

dynasty of Hapsburg was an equal evil to the

sword of Janizaries. Bohemia. lost her inde

pendence and during long centuries, like Serbia,

1was sunk in misery and oblivion.

They were true allies in the past, they are

now, and they will continue to be in the future.

There are ties stronger than any written

treaty. The fear of a new German invasion by

armed or by economic ways will dictate to them

an agreement for the defense of their political

and economic freedom. As they are in politics,

so they are in economics, mutually interdepend

ent. Czecho-Slovakia can hardly find any bet

ter market for her manufactured goods than

Jugoslavia. The latter, being an agricultural

country, will have in Czecho—Slovakia the near

est customer for her raw products.

But all three of them, Jugoslavia, Rumania,

and Czecho-Slovakia, will stumble over Mag

yaria. The Magyars are a deep wedge, and for

centuries were a stumbling block to the cooper

ation of nations in that part of Europe. Like

a whirlwind from Asia they overran Russia and

the Carpathians, and settled down on the fertile

plains on the banks of the Danube and the

Tissa. Being a military organized camp, like

all Mongolian tribes, they conquered easily the

rather meek Slavic tribes and pushed them

north into the mountains and beyond large

rivers in the south. They overcame the Slavs,

but they could never subdue them entirely.

Weak as aggressors, the Slavs are very strong

in their passive resistance. In the mountains,

in the marshy plains they kept their character

and their faith, and after every apparent defeat

they came back stronger.

The thousand years of their past history cul

minating in the just ended struggle should have

brought home a great lesson to each of them.

The Slavs ought to recognize frankly the fact

that the Magyars cannot be dislodged from

their position. The Magyars should give up

the eternal game of dominating the Slavs. Let

them meet on a basis of equath and confidence.

Let them consider their future relations in the

light of the great modern principle that no

nation can live in itself, for itself, and by itself.

The old principle of exclusion and competition

is to be replaced by the new one of trust and

cooperation.

\Vhen the crust of old prejudices falls from

their eyes, they will see at once how much of

their eyes they will see at once how much of

——how, instead of irreconcilable antagonists,

they are the most natural allies. The Magyars

will see how their exclusiveness and self-assertion

brought only misery to themselves and to their

Slav neighbors. The Magyars’ denial of Slav

freedom undermined the real basis of their own

liberty. In order to subjugate Slavs, they be—

came slaves themselves and only overseers for

German masters. They will remember that the

brightest and a really great phase of Magyar

history was the time of King Mathius Corvinus,

a sincere friend and ally of the Slavs. Never
since has Magyar I national genius shone so

brightly as when it was cooperating with its

Slav neighbors. '

Life sometimes reserves strange surprises and

revenges. The would-be victorious Magyars

were every day losing ground on that very field

that only counts in the long run, the field of

spiritual and moral achievements; whereas

the subjugated Slavs with every year made a

new conquest on the way of true freedom and

greatness. Temperamentally they compliment

each other, and if fused in a happy marriage

can produce great and lasting things. The Slavs

and the Magyars may enter the new life with

old prejudices, petty jealousies, mean bicker

ings, and eternal friction; or make their com

mon life vaster, more beautiful, and nobler

through sincere reconciliation and cooperation.

The Magyar democracy must feel friendly to

ward such instinctively democratic people as

the Slavs. The evident common interests be

tween them will do the rest.

The Magyar Government headed by Count

Karolyi made a vain and very belated plea that

the geographical frontiers of Hungary should

be preserved, that the Magyars are ready to

grant the complete national autonomy to Serbs,

Slovaks, and Rumanians comprised in those

boundaries. The Peace Conference cannot and

should not respond to it. This plea and offer
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are a survival of the old pre-war Magyar ideol

ogy. The nationalities of Hungary already

possess their autonomy of will, and intend to

settle their political status according to their

own interests and aspirations. The Magyars

have nothing to grant them. The nations of

Southeastern Europe demand above everything

freedom and unity. No economic, geograph

ical, or strategical considerations can stand in

the way of that. The future cooperation of

those nations can be attained only through

freedom and in freedom. The Magyars must

recognize and reconcile themselves to these

facts if they desire to enjoy the advantages of

cooperation.

The most necessary and desirable factors for

cooperation with the Magyars are at hand.

Not one of those nations is powerful enough to

menace the independence of another. Czecho

Slovakia with strong German minorities will

number about twelve millions. Magyaria with

equally strong German and other minorities

about ten millions; Jugoslavia about twelve

millions, and Rumania about twelve millions.

Not one of these countries is economically self

suflicient. But, united in a loose political and

a strong economic confederation, they will com

mand natural resources greater than any other

European country.

A Danubian Confederation, represented by

such gifted nations as Latins, Slavs, and

Magyars, could evolve a civilization whose bril

liancy might easily surpass anything attained

hitherto in Europe. Materially and geograph

ically, it could be the envy of many other coun

tries. In variety and beauty of its scenery, in

the richness of its soil, in the extent of its

frontiers for the increase of population, in the

navigability of its rivers, in the safety, size, and

beauty of its seaports, that confederation

would be better provided than any other Euro

pean country. Its geographical position, which

heretofore presented many disadvantages, such

as being on a highroad connecting East and

West and open to all invasions and conquests,

should in the new era of peace be turned to

greatest advantage.

The Danube, in connecting all of them, offers

not only the cheapest route for an internal ex

change of goods, but opens for them the way

to the rich countries around and beyond the

Black Sea. The Adriatic ports give them

access to the civilized West. Moreover, nature

has provided through the Balkans the nearest

and easiest road to Saloniki, and that cosmopol—

tan port, the largest and safest in the

Mediterranean; is the key to the fabulous riches

of the East.

The reader can see that such a confederation

is not a beautiful fancy of dreamers, but a

practical and most advantageous solution of

future problems in Southeastern Europe. It

must not and cannot be realized by force, but

by enlightenment and free will of all the peoples

concerned. For the present moment the whole

question hinges upon the attitude of the Mag—

yars after the signing of the world peace. It can

be put thus: Will they continue to be a wedge

or will they become a link between the neigh—

boring nations?

The "Property Man”

By Owen Merryhue

ETURNING a couple of years ago from

seeing a performance of the “ Yellow

Jacket,” a great light dawned upon the writer.

The play was a Chinese one produced with all

the conventions of the Chinese Theatre except

interzninability, a characteristic which that

easy-going people is said to regard as among

the chief of dramatic virtues. Chinese theatres

have no curtains, or back drops, or side scenes.

All changes of properties take place in full view

of the audience. As for changes of scene, they

do not happen. He would be a poor playgoer,

to the Chinese mind, who could not imagine “ A

Street in Canton ” or “ A Fairy Palace.”

Nevertheless, some “ properties ” the actors

must have in order to make the action intelli

gible.

To furnish such properties the “property

man ” remains on the stage through the entire

performance. He produces chairs, tables, lad

ders, etc., as they are needed. He occasionally

hangs up the moon or takes down the sun. He

makes no attempt at concealment, nor is he

dressed to conform to the period of the play.
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He is simply a pig-tailed, everyday Chinaman,

smoking everlasting cigarettes, with an air of

utter cynicism, for he cannot cherish any illu

sions.

Now, the convention of the Chinese theatre

is that he is invisible, and therefore nobody sees

him or sees any absurdity in the frequently un

conventional antics in which he indulges. In

deed, so well is this convention understood that

it is really doubtful whether a Chinese audience

does see him.

How absurd all this is to the American mind!

But are we altogether free from such make—be

lieve? Are there not in our civilization figures

just as obvious as the Chinese “property”

man whom we seem agreed to ignore? Is it a

real or a shadowy figure that stands between the

idle soldier and the idle land, mines, and forests

on which he might employ himself and serve

humanity? Are we agreed to ignore the pres—

ence of the man who may permit or refuse coal

to be mined, the price of whose consent rises in

proportion as the cost of coal rises?

Our manner of dealing with the housing

shortage brings into light another “ property

man ” who is blowing his cigarette smoke in our

very faces, but only a few people see him. This

time he is the tax collector. Now, every one ad—

mits that the housing shortage is serious. Dis

content with rising rents is rife. Legislators

are receiving continuous appeals from indig

nant constituents who want “ something done.”

Commissions are proposed. Conservative citi

zens, who shuddered at the suggestion of So

cialism a year ago, are now sadly conceding

that perhaps “ it will be necessary to put Fed

eral, State, or municipal money into building

undertakings.” For such people to take so

radical a ground is startling because they have

on the tips of their tongues all the current ob

jections to municipalization of public utilities.

They pretend not to see that the nation, the

State, and the city now interpose the most

serious obstacles in the way of house building.

The tarifi makes it cost more to build a house

than it would cost if we had no duties on build—

ing materials. Just now this may be unim

portant because there are probably few people

who want to ship us building material, but the

tariff stands there to smite those who would.

There is, however, no diminution of the State’s

'vr city’s willingness to fine heavily, and in pro

portion to the gravity of his ofl'ense, every man

who dares build a house.

In substance the situation is that building

costs for labor and material have gone up 35

per cent. since the war. A house that cost $10,—

000 formerly would cost $18,500 if any one

could be found to build it. The owner of such

a house, around most of our cities, has to pay

a tax of about $250 per year on the building

alone, exclusive of the tax on the lot. If this

tax on the building were remitted for twelve

years the owner would save enough to cover the

difference in cost, while the rise in rents, which

is bound to stay for some years, would give

him a handsome profit. Can any one doubt that

this proposal would furnish new homes in

stanter and employ thousands in the building

business? But, alas, no one can see the prop

erty man! No one can see that the heavy tax

on new buildings is an obstacle in the way of the

construction of new buildings. When any one

proposes to remit taxes he is told in the lan

guage of the old prayer, “ As it was in the be

ginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without

end, Amen.”

There is one marked difference between the

Chinese “property man ” and the American

type—the former helps along the action of the

play, while the latter (when things are not go—

ing his way) throws his monkey-wrench into the

machinery, and when the wheels stop cries out

“ Bolshevism.” Of course, this condition could

not last indefinitely if we could only see our

“ property man ” and understand that he was

retarding the play; but we don’t, and many

people doubt if we ever shall. There is danger

that the audience may some time wake up to the

sinister part he is playing and throw him 05 the

stage. But that won’t help much, because we

can’t have the play without the “ property

man,” and the audience can’t be mounting the

stage every minute to keep the actors supplied.

“ Property men ” we must have,—indeed, we

should have more of them; but they should be

disabused of the idea that they own the theatre

and that the audience comes to look at them.

Every one admits that they are a necessary

part of the performance and they ought to have

good wages, but this is a long way from con—

ceding that “they are viceregents of the

Almighty.” Almost any one could do their

work if he got a chance.
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America and the League of Nations

By G. W. A. Luckey

T is dificult to realize and appreciate the im

mensity of the value in bettering the condi

tions of humanity that the world’s Peace Con

gress has already been able to accomplish. No

sacrifice would have been considered too great to

have brought into being this international cov

enant of consecrated wills looking to the

permanent peace of the world. As the League

of Nations grows and becomes perfected, it will

be seen and acknowledged to be the greatest and

noblest peace of democratic statesmanship that

the world has seen. Nations not yet in the

league may soon be in, assist in perfecting its

constitution, and lend their great help and push

in making it a final and permanent success. As

peoples and nations we have grown far apart

through development, but since originally made

of the same clay there is nothing to prevent our

getting together again but our wills. With the

League of Nations established and soon to be

perfected future wars of aggression have been

made utterly impossible.

The thing most essential now to all nations

is the arousing of public interest and intelli

gence in behalf of the League of Nations. This

democratic League of Nations is a new step in

government. There are no precedents; Hence

it required both intelligence and courage to take

the step; but it cannot but succeed, and already

the movement has gone far enough to increase

the courage of many former doubters. No na—

tion can be induced to go to war when it can

see nothing in the outcome but loss and degra

dation, and that is to be the certain fate of any

or every nation that opposes its will to the

united wills of the League of Nations. In the

new order self-determination will be a basic

principle, but the unquestioned freedom of the

individual and of the nation is the freedom to

do right and not the freedom to do wrong.

Professor Larnaude, dean of the Paris law

faculty, is quoted as saying “ that with the new

development in aerial warfare Germany might

prepare secretly suflicient air forces to destroy

Paris in one day.” But, with the League of

Nations in working order, should Germany or

any other nation be foolish enough to make the

venture, she would speedily be blotted from the

face of the earth. When one realizes how much

France has suffered in the last fifty years

through war—crazed Europe, he is not surprised

that she fears even the protection and guaran

tees of a League of Nations unless backed by a

sufficiently large international army. But with

the League of Nations as already constituted

every nation that wants to do right and live in

peace is safe.

Just now there are two humanistic, demo

cratic ideas deeply rooted in the heart of

America that are being misinterpreted and

abused through ignorance and the wanton de

ception of the autocrats—Americanization and

the Monroe Doctrine. Surely Americanism

does not mean an effort to disunite our demo

cratic people and erect instead class and party

spirit. Not infrequently Americanization is

represented as antagonistic to internationali

zation; whereas the very essence of Americanism

is internationalism. No other country in the

world is able to give so much of its true spirit

to the League of Nations as the United States.

Its citizens are made up from the best of all

countries, made better by the union. The

League of Nations will demand some sacrifices

of special privileges and favors, but they are

only such as this democratic country has long

been ready to surrender to the supervision and

direction of a democratic League of Nations of

which the United States is to be an honorable

and influential member. The citizens of the

United States are but parts of humanity, the

brotherhood of man, and they ask for no favors

that they are not willing to grant to others or

share with all. The very nature of our cos

mopolitan people makes us international in

spirit if we are true to our own people, and that

we can now bring all nations to the best in our

democratic ideals through the League of Na

tions is a happy ending of the first and last

world war.

Concerning the meaning of the Monroe Doc—

trine there have been many interpretations.

Presidents have differed in expressing the aim

and purport. But nearly all agree that the

spirit was one of disinterested service and pro—

tection of weak nations against foreign aggres
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sion and the violation of the principle of self

determination. The League of Nations but

strengthens this conception of the Monroe Doc

trine by relieving the United States of the

whole burden of protecting the American Con

tinent from the usurpation of foreign nations.

With the League of Nations in working order

such usurpation would be impossible, and what

matters it who carries the club? Through the

League of Nations the Monroe Doctrine will in

time be extended to include other continents and

become the world doctrine.

It would be exceedingly unfortunate for the

United States and the world to have the nation

that led all others in the establishment of the

League of Nations lose its place of prominence

and influence in that body through criticism

and lack of support of the cotirdinate branch of

the ratifying power of its own people. It does

not seem that such an outcome is possible, and

yet the folly and rancor of partisanship have

been known to do some utterly absurd things.

The citizens of this country would resent such

action bitterly, and it is not likely to occur.

Thomas Paine First to Urge League of Nations

By R. C. Roper

S‘ ' EIGHBORHOOD of Nations,” “ Re—

public of the World,” “ Confederated

Powers,” “ Confederation of Nations,” “ Eu

ropean Congress,” “ Pacific Republic,” “ Court

of Arbitration,” “limitation of armaments,”

“ dismantling of navies,”—these are a few ex

pressions taken from the writings of Thomas

Paine. He no doubt was the first American

who ever openly championed a league of na

tions.

Paine was our first Secretary of State; that

is, he was the first secretary of the “ Commit

tee of Foreign Affairs,” to which position he

Was elected April 17, 1777. As early as July,

1775, he wrote: “ I am thus far a Quaker that

I would gladly agree with all the world to lay

aside the use of arms, and settle matters by

negotiations.” 'One hundred and thirty-seven

years later this principle was embodied in the

Bryan peace treaties.

The first secretary, as did also his renowned

successor, knew the advantages of discussion

in securing the right settlement not only of

domestic, but also of foreign, questions. Writ

ing in 1792, in answer to Edmund Burke’s “ Re

flections on the French Revolution,” Paine

stated in his “ Rights of Man :”

Formerly, when divisions arose respecting govern

ments, recourse was had to the sword, and a civil

war ensued. That savage custom is exploded by the

new system, and reference is bad to national conven

tions. Discussion and the general will arbitrates the

question, and to this private opinion yields with a good

grace, and order is preserved uninterrupted.

Again, in the same work, Paine refers to the

plan of Henry the Fourth of France (1610)

for the establishment of a “European Con

gress,” which he states was to be made up of

“ delegates from the several nations who were

to act as a court of arbitration in any disputes

that might arise between nation and nation.”

He discusses at some length the advantages of

such a plan and closes with this significant

paragraph:

From what we now see, nothing of reform in the

political world ought to be held improbable. It is an

age of Revolutions, in which everything may be looked

for. The intrigue of Courts, by which the system of

war is kept up, may provoke a confederation of Na

tions to abolish it: and an European Congress to

patronize the progress 01' free Government, and pro

mote the civilization of Nations with each other, is

an event nearer in probability than once were the

revolutions and alliance of France and America.

Paine urged a reduction of armaments and

argued that this could only be brought about

by a confederation of nations; that unity of ac

tion was required; that nothing less than the

connnon consent of all the nations could attain

the object. He was opposed to the old system

of alliances and the balance of power as a means

of preserving the peace of nations.

Perhaps there is not a greater instance of the folly

of calculating upon events, than are to be found in

the treaties ot alliance. As soon as they have an

swered the immediate purpose of either of the parties

they are but little regarded. Pretences afterwards

are never wanting to explain them away, nor reasons

to render them abortive.

But an alliance of peoples or nations, to avert

the very object which an alliance between courts

seeks to bring about, namely, war, is a different

matter. “ No alliance can be operative,” says

Paine, “ that does not embrace within itself, not

only the attachment of the sovereigns, but the

real interest of the nations.”
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Writing of the “ balance of power ” as the

“ scale of peace,” he stated: “ The same bal

ance would be preserved were all the world

destitute of arms, for all would be alike; but

since some will not, others dare not lay them

aside.”

A contemporary and intimate associate of

“'ashington, Jefferson, and Franklin, it is of

interest to know his ideas of “ entangling alli

ances,” of which we are hearing much now in

the discussion of the proposed league. He

seems to have been as discriminating as Presi—

dent Wilson in preferring to deal with repre

sentative or national governments rather than

with mere court governments. T c following

excerpt is taken from his “ Rights of Man”

(1792):

In the preceding part of this work, I have spoken

of an alliance between England, France and America.

for purposes that were to be afterwards mentioned.

Though I have no direct authority on the part of

America, I have good reason to conclude that she is

disposed to enter into a consideration of such a meas

ure. provided, that the governments with which she

might ally, acted as national governments, and not

as courts enveloped in intrigue and mystery. That

France as a nation, and a national government,

would prefer an alliance with England, is a matter

of certainty. Nations, like individuals. who have

long been enemies, without knowing each other, or

knowing why, become the better friends when they

discover the errors and impositions under which they

had acted.

This sentiment was written by the man who

—-so an English historian wrote—“ was the

real cause of the Revolution in America.” Fur

thermore, it was written but nine years after

the war was over. Yet, it shows a spirit and

breadth of view not attained by some even to

day who are opposing a league with England.

Of the benefits of such an alliance Paine

wrote:

It is, I think, certain, that if the fleets of England.

France and Holland were confederated, they could

propose with etfect, a limitation to, and a general dls

mantling of. all the navies in Europe, to a certain

proportion to be agreed upon.

He then outlines how this could be accom

plished. As to the policy of naval armaments,

he says:

If men will permit themselves to think, as rational

beings ought to think, nothing can appear more

ridiculous and absurd, exclusive of all moral reflec

tions, than to be at the espense of building navles.

filling them with men, and then hauling them into

the ocean, to try which can sink each other fastest.

Peace, which costs nothing. is attended with infinitely

more advantage than any victory with all its expense.

But this. though it best answers the purpose of na

tions, does not that of court governments, whose

hnbited policy is pretence for taxation, places, and

offices.

With how much more glory, and advantage to it

self, does a nation act. when it exerts its powers to

rescue the world from bondage, and to create itself

friends, than when it employs those powers to in

crease ruln, desolation and misery.

In 1792 Paine wrote that that was an age of

revolutions. Surely this is another. And even

more so, this is an age of ideas and principles.

Armed force cannot stop an idea, nor will star

vation make a people good. Only a righteous

peace will avail now. The peace conference will

do well if it heeds the warning that Paine gave

in 1797, when he wrote:

An army of principles will penetrate where an army

of soldiers cannot; it will succeed where diplomatic

management would fail: it is neither the Rhine, the

Channel, nor the Ocean that can arrest its progress:

it will march on the horizon of the world, and it will

conquer.

 

CURRENT THOUGHT
 

Just a Job

S it just a job that is yours to hold,

I A task that offers you so much gold,

Just so much work that is yours to do,

With never a greater goal in view?

What do you see at your desk or loom,

Or the spot you fill in life’s busy room?

Merely a flickering lam that burns

With a sickly light as t c mill wheel turns

And the same old grind in the same old ways

With all the tomorrows like yesterdays!

Is it just a job, just a task to do.

So many ieces to build anew?

So many gures to add, and then

Home for a while and back again?

Are you just a clerk in a audy shop,

Pleased when a customer ails to stop,

Finding no joy in the things you sell,

Sullenly waiting the quitting bell?

Are your thoughts confined to the narrow space

And the dreariness of your present place?

Is it just a job, or a golden chance?

The first grim post of a fine advance,

The starting place on the road which leads

To the better joys and the bigger deeds,

Do your thoughts go out to e days to be?

Can your eyes look over the drudgery

And see in the distance the splendi glow

Of the broader life that you, too, may know?

What is your view of your circumstance.

Is it just a job or a golden chance?

—-Edgar A. Grant, in Employment Sonics Bulletin.

Humanity vs. Imperialism

TWO principles have stood face to face from the

beginning of time and will ever continue to

struggle. The one is the common right of

humanity; the other is the divine right of kings.—

Abraham Lincoln.
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Formula for Republican Statesmen

REPUBLICAN Senators who desire to estab

lish their reputation as truly great statesmen

have adopted the following formula: (1) Find out

what President Wilson approves of; (2) Oppose it.

It is not true that Senator Lodge has applied for

a copyright on this formula.—Whole Duty First,

in New York Evening Post.

To the Free Forum

WHAT folly then it is, especially for the lei

sure class, to attempt to suppress free

speech. It puts the burden of proof on them, to

justify their continued possession of alleged advan

tages or privileges. To suppress their critics in—

stead of meeting them in free discussion in an

open forum is interpreted as a confession of guilt,

an indication of weakness, a sign of fear that the

truth will triumph when the wrong is exposed to

the light of day.-—F. F. Ingram, in Forum Folks

(Detroit).

The Race as One Man

I N accepting the essential unity of the human

race, we must regard the humanity in entirety,

as a great collective being, a social organism of

which the difierent nations represent the living

members. It is evident, from this point of view,

that no people can live in itself, by itself, or for

itself, but that the life of each one is merely an

individual share in the general life of humanity.—

Vladimir Solov’e'u, in “ The Crisis of Western

Philosophy.”

Political Profiteering

SECRET diplomacy is having the time of its

life——preparatory, we trust, to the time of its

death. The whole future of the world is being

settled in Paris. Who knows how? The press is

full of rumors, messages, hints, “inspired” para—

graphs, and comments that are often singularly

uninspired. But who knows anything? The whole

world wants peace. Considering that, one would

suppose that nothing was simpler than for the

world to get the peace it wants. But no! To the

politician, a universal popular demand does not

present itself as a thing to be satisfied. It pre

sents itself as an opportunity for making political

points against a political opponent—George Lans

bury, in the London Herald.

Each People Has Something to Give

NEITHER would the idea of Panslavism have

any chance of success if it were the mere

negation of the past and present European civiliza

tion. The Slavs are a European and Aryan race.

As the youngest member of the family, they are

lawful heirs to the vast treasury of moral and

spiritual inheritance accumulated by European

nations since the days of Homer. It would be a

sacrilege not to love or to reject it. The Slavs

are unable to commit such a crime. But if Panslav

ism means a holy desire, a lofty aspiration to ag

grandize and to deepen the spiritual value of that

inheritance by contributing to it some special

achievements of the Slav genius, then such a con

ception of Panslavism has a charm and an attrac

tion to which the Southern Slavs will be happy to

contribute and willing to open all their heart. Pan

slavism, to have any chance of success, must be an

absolute reaction against the Pan-Germanism which

sought to impose its ideals on the world by blood

and iron.—Vladislav R. Savic, in “ Southeastern

Europe.”

Education and Preparedness

THE war has brought home to most of us a

sense of guilt and shame in regard to this

dreadful waste of the vigor and the happiness of

the race. It is therefore to a people awakened as

it has never been before that Sir George Newman

appealed in his annual report to the Board of

Education; for he speaks to a people agreed that

no self-respecting nation can go back after this

war to the state of things which makes the proper

development of the body and mind the luxury of a

small and privileged class. This reparation at

least we will make to the thousands to whom their

country had given nothing and from whom she

has taken their all. It shall never again be said

that it is not until they are needed for the terrible

uses of war that any care is taken of the mass of

the youth of the country. And providence for the

future urges the same truth. Some, indeed, are

thinking of the soldiers of the future, others of the

workmen of the future; others, again, of the citi

zens of the future; but all who are thinking at all

realize that we have to make whatever sacrifices

are necessary to secure the conditions of a healthy

and vigorous life and growth to all classes—The

London Nation.

The Taxpayer

PAY the tax on barns and shacks, on all my

goods and chattels, on my tin boat and Wil

liam goat, wax dolls and baby rattles. I try to

smile when from my pile I thus am harshly riven,

when those round bones I earned with groans are

to officials given. I smile, ah, me! But when I

see how public coin is wasted, the smile I wear

won’t linger there, unless it's glued or pasted.

Once we were shocked when Congress talked of

spending frugal millions; but in these days, to

my amaze, our talk is all of billions. I pay the

tax on my two yaks, my warthog and canary; and

though I smile to be in style, my heart is far from

merry. The war is done, with sword and gun

we’ve squelched the Teuton races, and 'twould be

sense to cut expense in forty thousand places. I

pay the tax on cribs and stacks, and try to do it
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stoutly, but that the trend to waste may end, I

hope and pray devoutly. My Aunt Jane needs

some widow’s weeds, my granddad needs a brier,

but I can’t get such doodads yet, with taxes going

higher.—From Walt Mason’s “ Rippling Rhymes ”

(Copyright by George Matthew Adams.)

The Society of Nations Two Years and

a Half Ago

WHAT I intend to preach from this time on is

that America must show that as a member

of the family of nations she has the same attitude

toward the other nations that she wishes her people

to have toward each other: That America is going

to take this position, that she will lend her moral

influence, not only, but her physical force, if other

nations will join her, to see to it that no nation

and no group of nations tries to take advantage of

another nation or group of nations, and that the

only thing ever fought for is the common rights

of humanity. A great many men are complaining

that we are not fighting now in order to get some

thing—not something spiritual, not a right, not

something we could be proud of, but something we

could possess and take advantage of and trade on

and profit by. They are complaining that the

Government of the United States has not the spirit

of other Governments, which is to put the force,

the army and navy, of that Government behind in

vestments in foreign countries. Just so certame as

you do that, you join this chaos of competing and

hostile ambitions. Have you ever heard what

started the present war? If you have, I wish you

would publish it, because nobody else has, so far

as I can gather. Nothing in particular started it,

but everything in general. There had been grow

ing up in Europe a mutual suspicion, an inter

change of conjectures about what this Government

and that Government was going to do, an inter

lacing of alliances and understandings, a complex

web of intrigue and spying, that presently was

sure to entangle the whole of the family of man

kind on that side of the water in its meshes. Now,

revive that after this war is over, and sooner or

later you will have just such another war, and

this is the last war of the kind or of any kind that

involves the world that the United States can keep

out of. We must have a society of nations, not

suddenly, not by insistence, not by any hostile an

phasis upon the demand, but by the demonstration

of the needs of the time. The nations of the world

must get together and say, " Nobody can hereafter

be neutral as respects the disturbance of the

world’s peace for an object which the world's

opinion cannot sanction.” America must here

after be ready as a member of the family of

nations to exert her whole force, moral and phys

ical, to the assertion of those rights throughout

the round globe—New York Times Report of a

Speech by President Wilson in Cincinnati October

26, 1916.

BOOKS

 

Prophetic of Balkan Unity

Southeastern Europe: The Main Problem of the

Present World Struggle. By Vladislav R. Savic.

Introduction by Nicholas Murray Butler. New

York: Fleming H. Revell Company. 1918.

PROPOS of Mr. Savic's article in this number

of Tm: Puauc on “A New Southeastern

Europe," the reading of this ‘volume is a very

timely and profitable exercise. It was first pub

lished in England just after the United States

entered into the war and it was written for the most

part before the Russian Revolution. The American

edition needs no revising to make it of great value

to any student who is striving to understand the

static circumstances and dynamic currents that

make the trend of history on the other side of the

Atlantic erratic and surprising.

The reader who examines the Hammond map of

Southeastern Europe inserted at the end of the

volume, and with it in mind reads the chapters on

" The Problem of the Adriatic,” “ The Aspirations

of the Southern Slavs,” and “A Glance into the

Future," for example, not to speak of the rest of

the volume, will find not only that he has a much

clearer conception of the Balkan ensemble than he

had before, but that he is persuaded that Mr. Savic

makes out a strong case for his theory of Balkan

reconstruction.

Since this book was written events have cor

roborated the author's position. The fall of Rus

sian absolutism and the collapse of Austria

Hungary have given Southeastern Europe the

happy chance of working out in its own way, and in

an absolutely new political environment and moral

atmosphere, the problems growing out of the en

tanglements of a thousand years of conflict and

conspiracy. What has occurred since the book was

written of advantage to its argument is an augury

of the fulfillment of the author’s dream of his

native Serbia's union with Bosnia and Rumania in

a confederation of Slavic elements of many kinds,

mutually enjoying religious toleration, political

freedom, and economic cooperation.

In the first chapter, on “ The Coming of

America," Mr. Savic discerns with keen intelligence

the real spirit of America in its entrance into and

its pursuit of the war, and displays a just apprecia~

tion of the high order of the enlightened statesman

ship and personal idealism of President ‘Vilson.

But with his profound knowledge of conditions,

historical, geographical, and economic, on the route

from Berlin to Bagdad, Mr. Savic was acutely

aware of the practical fruits that must be gathered

in order to make America’s certain military victory

a moral success and a universal world boon. “ The

present work,” he says, “ has been undertaken with

the pious desire to contribute, however modestly,

to the American knowledge of European problem;
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as necessary means for the final victory of Amer—

ica's principles. The writer’s idea is to supply

her public in one single volume with historical and

political material concerning those questions of

Southeastern Europe without the thorough solu

tion of which the security of European peace and

the victory of democracy cannot be realized."

The Malforming of a Nation’s Mind

The Prussian Elementary Schools. By Thomas

Alexander, Ph.D., Professor of Elementary Ed

ucation in George Peabody College for Teachers.

New York: The Macmillan Company. 1918.

' l ‘HOUGH a little late in reaching the review

er’s desk, this book has not had to wait for

recognition from the general public. It has in the

few months since its publication grown into an

authority, and is quoted with profound approval

by writers of acknowledged ability. It merits still

wider acquaintance, not merely as a valuable addi

tion to the literature of pedagogy, but because of

its peculiar contribution to the study of the rela

tion of educative ideals to national welfare.

The materials for the book were collected and

coordinated in the year and a half immediately

preceding the war, and thus the author's labors are

free from the animosities that might have inter

fered with dispassionateness of treatment at a later

time, and, on the other hand, the war being ended,

the reader is able to peruse the facts and conclu

sions these pages present without the rancor too

common during the conflict, and also with the mod

ified estimate of German greatness the war has in

50 many ways brought to our disillusioned minds.

Now is the precisely profitable time to study Ger

man psychology, when its pathetic consequences

are written so large in the tragedy of recent his

:ory.

The whole story of modern elementary education

11 Germany is expressed so clearly and so suc

:inctly in a single paragraph that we cannot for—

year quoting it in full:

During the nineteenth century the leaders of Germany

Iecided that Germany should assume leadership in the

vorld in every line of endeavor, particularly in commerce

and world power. They set this as the very definite goal

f their national ambition. The next question was ow

hat aim could be accomplished. It was to be done

hrough education. Accordingly, school systems were

rgamzed with this aim in view. In a state such as the

icrmans proposed building there were to be leaders

nd followers. The followers were to be trained for a

ocile, eflicient German citizenship; that is, the lower

lasses were to he made into God- caring, patriotic, eco

omiCally independent Germans. This was the task of

he Volkuchule, and it has been wonderfully well accom

lished. This ty e of German is created to do the

innual labor of t e state.

Another more exacting form of training is pre

rribcd in the higher schools and universities for

lose expected to become leaders. “ The leaders

link and do; the followers merely do. The schools

re organized for the express purpose of produc

ig just these types. It is precisely because these

facts are true that we cannot take over the Ger

man system or any of its parts without radical

changes. They educate the individual for the

state; we make the state for the individual."

From the pedagogic and as well from a general

point of view the book is replete with interest on

account of its details of methods of teaching, show

ing the intimate thoroughness of procedure and

the definiteness of results. Here many minor hints

might be borrowed for any school by any teacher;

but the great lesson of the system is well expressed

by Professor Alexander. “ The Prussian king's con

ception of education for the lower classes is di

rectly opposed to everything American." . . .

“ We in America should formulate very definitely

the goal in keeping with democratic principles for

which we are aiming and shape our educational

policies toward that end. Unless we take the situ

ation in hand and prepare our citizenship to meet

shocks from without, our country is almost sure to

meet with grave disaster."

War the Ebullition of the Unfit

The Biology of War. By Dr. G. F. Nicolai, Pro

fessor of Physiology at Berlin University. New

York: The Century Company. 1918.

THERE are probably more people than have

had the courage to declare themselves, who

would willingly emulate the patriarch Abraham

in his plea with the Almighty on behalf of Sodom

and Gomorrah, " Wilt Thou also destroy the right
eous with the wicked? Peradventure there be I

fifty righteous within the city; wilt Thou destroy

and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that

are therein P" That there are in Germany a con

siderable number of upright souls who have main

tained their integrity from the beginning, and

who have .never consented to the lust of empire

and arrogance of temper that led to the most

shameful war in history, is a thought that must

have lain more or less latent at the back of the

American mind, and the assumption of which is

perhaps necessary to explain our delayed partici

pation in the war. This book is written by one

of that saving remnant, and should commend itself

to all who wish to understand the relation of war

to the social organism in health or disease. It

may be that its 550 pages might with advantage

have been condensed. Possibly an occasional ob

scurity of meaning is due to the difficulties of

translation. But beyond all criticism. the lesson

the book teaches is simple, luminous, and of im—

mense value. Dr. Nicolai's chief credential, in

addition to his status as a man of science, is that

he has sufl'ered for his opinions. Having at the

outbreak of the war protested against the violation

of Belgium, he was degraded from his professor

ship, denuded of his property, and imprisoned in

Grandenz fortress, where the book was written.

and "by a happy chance ” conveyed to Switzer

land, where it was promptly published.
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The book is intended, the author tells us, to be

the reply of a biologist to the German manifesto

issued in October, 1914-, and signed among others

by fifteen natural scientists and seven medical men.

The careful examination of the origin of the war

spirit and its effects at different stages upon the

further evolution of human society is deeply in

structive. Especially arresting, as the keynote to

the book’s argument, is the opening chapter, which

treats of instincts. There is a tendency in the

latest modes of thought to overemphasize the value

of instinct, and it is good for us to be reminded

that instinct unenlightened by intelligence may

lead wildly astray. For an instinct may have out—

lived the conditions under which it came into being,

or it may have been carried over into other con—

ditions where it has no status; and it is of the very

nature of instinct that it cannot reason inductively

——it cannot assimilate new facts and modify its

fundamental theory accordingly. Dr. Nicolai offers

a happy illustration in the case of the moth whose

life-preserving instinct urged it always toward the

open sunlight, but which, unguided by the power

of inductive reasoning, equally urges it to destruc

tion in the flame of the candle. But man, who

creates his own changes of environment and is

endowed with the power of inductive reasoning,

should know when a primitive instinct becomes

untrustworthy. This is the answer to those who

glorify war because of its roots in our original

instincts.

The chapter on “ Selection by Means of War ”

disposes convincingly of the “ survival of the fit

test " theory, and demonstrates that selection may

work negatively as well as positively, and select

for survival those qualities that make for deteriora

tion. " Predatory instincts tend to retard the de

velopment of the social instincts, and consequently

of intelligence." In Chapter IV, " The Chosen

People," it is shown that war has ceased to be a

paying concern, and that when the world “ wakes

up " and is ruled by intelligence lasting peace will

be assured. “International democracy, if ever it

does exist, will not be able to subsist without peace."

In a later chapter the distinction is drawn between

patriotism, as a sentiment making for a healthy

emulation in the arts of civilization or the social

virtues, and “ unj ustifiable chauvinism," which dis

regards humanity and " loves its own country in

all circumstances good or bad." The chapter on

“Altruism” exposes the pitfalls of a metaphysic

that attempts to reconcile two such contradictions

as Kant's idealism and Bismarck's practical poli

tics; yet the author displays an admirable optimism

in the conviction that some such reconciliation be

tween the loftiest idealism and the running of the

world's business is not only achievable but fore

ordained—and we do not grudge him the hope that

his own Germany, “ whose pride is in her charac

teristics and not in her armaments," may yet par

ticipate in bringing about that consummation that

is so devoutly to be wished.

The theory of the world as an organism is dealt

with in two closely reasoned chapters. To the

pragmatist there can be no real difference in theory

that does not make a difference in practice, and

it is not difficult in this case to show that the

conception of human life as an organic whole, inter

related and interdependent in all its parts, must

profoundly modify our attitude and actions toward

our fellow men. The hypothesis of an oversoul—

an interpenetrating personality, a corporate con—

sciousness—binding the human race together in a

solidarity of interests, is as old as the Greek

philosophy and has been held by subsequent

thinkers from St. Paul to Emerson. The scientific

postulates on which such an hypothesis rests are

clearly laid before the reader—the continuity of

the germ plasm and the fact that each of us may

boast of a company of ancestors stretching back

ward in time in fanlike shape to a number equaling

the entire population of the globe five hundred

years ago. “ It is impossible," says the author,

“ to conceive of man as an isolated being." The

bearing of all such thoughts on the question of

war leads to the conclusion that it is an anachro—

nism. The biological laws that govern the growth

of human society forbid its continuance, just as

growing pains, the agonies of teething, and the

mumps and measles of childhood cease to trouble

when we have become men and have put away

childish things.

Anax Macxsnnnlcx.

An Italian View_ of President Wilson

11 Presidents Wilson. By Francesco Rufiini.

Milan, Italy: Fratelli Treves.

W HEN so many politicians among us are busy

berating our President and hampering him

in his efforts to create a successful League of Na

tions, it is both interesting and refreshing to read

Signor Rufiini’s account of Mr. Wilson.

Signor Rufiini is one of the leading Italian writ

ers of today, and as he cannot be even suspected

of having been directly influenced by the American

or Allied Governments, his views on Mr. Wilson

may properly be taken as a fair estimate of our

President by Italy's intellectuals.

Signor Ruffini begins his book with a succinct

account of governmental institutions in this coun

try, and explains to his readers that, whereas the

President is the direct representative of the people,

Congress is not, for the latter is practically elected

by political bosses, or “ manegioni." Such being

the case, the President has always the support of

the people and is the only person entitled to voice

their opinion.

On the other hand, Congress does not represent

the people; in fact, it has always worked against

their interests and has hampered the President as

much as possible. Theodore Roosevelt was the

first President who undertook to subdue Congress;

but even be, for all his aggressiveness, did not dare
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to heard the lion in his den, as did Mr. Wilson

when he had the courage to read his message to

Congress, thus breaking a precedent over a cen

tury old. This act of Mr. Wilson's appears to

Signor Ruffini as a political master stroke and he

makes much of it and of several other incidents

in which Mr. Wilson has displayed both noble

fearlessness and dignified contempt in his dealings

with Congress.

After establishing the fact that President Wilson

has freed the American people, and himself, from

a corrupt Congress, Signor Ruflini goes on to com

pare him with his predecessors in office. Only

two serve for purposes of comparison—Washington

and Lincoln. Seizing upon the motto of the French

Republic, “ Liberté, Egalité, Fraternité,” Signor

Rufiini says that Washington fought a war for

Liberte', Lincoln fought one for Egalite', and Mr.

\Vilson has fought the greatest war of all, one

for Fraterm'té. Mr. Wilson is the equal of both

Washington and Lincoln in statesmanship, and

surpasses them in ideals. These ideals of his

inevitably led him to place this country on the side

of the Allies, after having persuaded his country

men of the holiness of the Allied cause.

The League of Nations, which Mr. Wilson is

strenuously championing, is the logical outcome of

our President's idealism and statesmanship, and is

one more proof of that essence of Americanism of

which he is the personification. For the League of

Nations is thoroughly American. It is neither

more nor less than a Confederation of the United

States of the World, modeled after the Confedera

tion of the United States of America.

Signor Ruflini is aware that the League of Na—

tions has some opponents in America, but he draws

a parallel between present conditions in the world

and those obtaining in this country after the War

of Independence, and he goes on to say that, just

as Washington formed the Union, in spite of all the

obstacles presented by the difi'erent States, so will

Mr. Wilson bring about the Union of the World

in spite of all backbiting, self-seeking politicians,

and then will begin an era of good will among

men which the author calls “ the Wilsonian era.”

The strong opposition of certain Senators and

Congressmen to the League of Nations is dis

counted by Signor Rufiini, for the simple reason

that Congress does not represent the masses, and

the masses—not alone in America, but in the whole

world—are supporting the President and hailing

him as the Liberator of Mankind.

Signor Ruflini ends his very interesting book,

written in most elegant style and devoid of the

hysterical flourishes not uncommon among Italian

idolaters, with a warning against purblind states

men who may oppose the League of Nations out of

sheer pig-headedness. Who so does is a traitor to

mankind, and his doom is sealed!

It seems to us that, except for a few minor in

accuracies, Signor Rufiini has sized up Mr. Wilson

pretty accurately, due to the fact that the distance

at which Signor Rufiini finds himself from Ameri

can politics enables him to enjoy a sense of pro—

portion which is sadly lacking from some of our

would-be statesmen.

MARIANO JOAQUIN LORENTE.

 
 

NEWS
 

Foreign

—-A cable from Tangiers to the Temps confirms

the report that sharp fighting has taken place be

tween Spanish native troops and bands under

Raisuli in the vicinity of Tetuan.

—" German militarism has been broken forever,"

is a statement attributed to Field Marshal von

Hindenburg, who has written to Fritz Ebert, Pres

ident of the German Republic, that he is to retire

into private life. General Groener, former head of

the Department of Munitions, who has been the

Field Marshal’s chief of staff, is mentioned as his

chief's successor, according to news received from

Kolberg.

—Ofiicial confirmation has been received in Lon

don of local famine conditions in India, a fact

to which scarcely any publicity has been given

owing to the world’s preoccupation with the Peace

Conference and industrial troubles. Little definite

information concerning the famine is available.

Private advices, however, suggest “ that India may

be on the verge of a worse food famine than the

visitation of 1900."

—The Socialist electoral manifesto sets forth the

party program as follows: “ The aim of the Portu

guese Socialist party is to establish a Social Gov

ernment without having recourse to revolution as

far as it can be avoided. It will defend in Parlia

ment the emancipation of the proletariat by means

of measures for the abolition of the present system

of production." The Socialists hope to have a

majority of fifteen in the Chamber of Deputies.

—Reports received by the Bureau of Labor

Statistics indicate that food prices are still on the

increase in France. Removal of maximum prices

has led to unexampled profiteering. The French

Minister of Reconstruction estimates that the

available water power in France is practically ten

million horsepower, of which only seven hundred

thousand is utilized. He says that the water power

question assumes as much importance in this day as

the construction of railways did in the last century.

-—A special dispatch to the London Daily

Telegraph from its correspondent, Ashmead Bart

lett, at Vienna, says that it seems certain that the

Entente has given France a free hand to deal with

Hungary and to occupy Budapest. It would seem

that French troops will move in a concerted move

ment with the Rumanians, Jugoslavs, and Czechs,

and that all will gradually converge on Budapest,



g If

May 10, 1919 A Journal of Democracy 495
 

leaving the actual occupation to the French, who

will establish a military dictatorship pending the

formation of a constitutional Government in the

country.

—The Associated Press has telegraphed that the

Imperial Health Ministry in Berlin has issued a

memorandum on the results of the blockade. It

says that from 1915 to 1918, as a result of under

nourishment, 768,000 persons died in Germany,

and a further 150,000 died from influenza, owing

to the loss of their power of resistance. The fall in

the number of births during the war exceeded 4,—

000,000 for the empire, and over 2,500,000 for

Prussia. The memorandum calculates at 56,300,

000,000 marks (about $12,949,000,000) the dam

age inflicted by the hunger blockade.

-—In the Irish Parliament in Dublin a few days

ago Arthur Grifiith (East Cavan) spoke of political

prisoners in Ireland, and indicted the police ter

rorism of children around the scene of the Solo

headbeg shootings. He gave the following figures

of certain ofiicial activities during 1917 and 1918:

Arrests, 84-9, 1,107; British raids, 11, 260; de—

portations, 24, 91; meetings suppressed, 2, 82;

courts-martial, 36, 62; sentences, 269, 983; deaths

in prison, 5, 1; papers suppressed, no figure, 12.

In 1917-18 under the German military occupation

of Belgium, he asserted, French statements showed

860 imprisonments. In Ireland for the same

period the figures read 1,333.

League of Nations

—The Council of Three has invited the Austrian

and Hungarian peace delegates to come to Ver

sailles the week after next to receive peace terms

relating to their respective countries.

—The greatest moral lesson of the war would be

to sink the entire German fleet with proper cere—

monies, Josephus Daniels, Secretary of the Navy,

who recently visited the captured German vessels

at Scapa Flow, declared in a statement in England

on the 8d to the Associated Press.

—The Italian delegation to the Peace Confer

ence, under the chairmanship of Premier Orlando,

and after conferences of the Premier with the King

and American Ambassador Page, decided to make

no further move concerning the Fiume matter, but

to wait at Rome for developments.

—The Minnesota state legislature has passed a

resolution favoring the establishment in Palestine

of a Jewish Commonwealth. Minnesota is the ninth

State to thus declare itself, the others being New

York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Rhode

Island, Connecticut, Wisconsin and Massachusetts,

which took the lead.

—All German rights at Kiao—Chau and in Shan

tung province are to be transferred without reserve

to Japan, according to an agreement reached April

80th by the Council of Three. Japan voluntarily

engages to hand back Shantung province in full

sovereignty to China, retaining only the economic

privileges granted Germany and the right to estab

lish a settlement at Tsing—tao, south of Kiao-Chau.

—Vice-President Marshall in an address before

the American Academy of Political and Social Sci

ence in Philadelphia on the 3d, in support of the

League of Nations, declared the Covenant did not

infringe upon the rights of the United States Con

gress and expressed the opinion that much of the

opposition to the plan results more from political

than patriotic reasons. Agitation over the Monroe

Doctrine was characterized by Mr. Marshall as a

" tempest in a teapot.”

Reconstruction

—At midnight of the 2d the cables which have

been under Federal control since November 16,

1918, went back to private ownership, under Post—

master General Burleson’s order.

—Three of the four battleships which helped de

stroy the Spanish fleet ofi Santiago in 1898—the

Indiana, Massachusetts, and Iowa—are to be

placed out of commission, the Navy Department

announces, and their names reassigned to new

super-dreadnoughts.

-—-Sales of surplus supplies to April 11th, the

War Department announced on the 22d, totaled

$140,728,850. The largest single item was railway

rolling stock, sales of which reached a total of

nearly $70,000,000. Textiles, including wool, were

second with $47,000,000.

—-The Chamber of Commerce of the United

States at the closing session of its convention in St.

Louis on the 1st passed a resolution recommending

a national budget system, declaring that “ expendi

tures of the National Government have reached

sums beyond all earlier contemplation."

-—An official report from the Surgeon General,

issued by the War Department April 29th, gives

the total deaths reported in the army during the

war to date as 111,179. Of this total 56,689, or

51 per cent, were from disease, 48 per cent. in

battle or from wounds received in battle, and 6 per

cent. from other injuries. Of deaths from disease

about 12,000 have occurred since hostilities ceased.

—The Government's wooden ship program is

soon to be completed according to an announcement

by Director-General Piez of the Emergency Fleet

Corporation. The vessels now on the way on

which substructural work has been started will be

completed, but no machinery installed. Hulls re

cently started will be converted into barges. The

whole flotilla of 125 ships will then be offered for

sale.

——According to a correspondent of the New York

World, the American Consulates in England and
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other Allied countries by their control of passports

are America's first line trench against European

undesirables who are anxious to go to America.

During the war 30,000 persons passed through the

consulate at London for America, and at least 250

suspicious characters, spies as well as agitators,

were halted.

——C0'mmerce and Finance remarks that Italy is

too excited over Fiume to have time for much else.

The lack of raw materials is beginning to cause

widespread unemployment and strikes are develop—

ing which threaten to extend if the embargoes are

not lifted on materials which make work for the

laboring classes. Economic knowledge is in a very

backward state in Italy, as is evidenced from the

failure of even her leaders to see that taking Fiume

would profit the people not at all, but would be a

mortal blow to the prosperity of the city they all

love.

-—Prentiss M. Gray made a five weeks' tour of

inspection of Belgium and Northern France in the

interest of the Commission of Relief for Belgium.

He found that the people desire to stand on their

own feet and work out their own problems of re

construction without further aid of charity. Mr.

Gray says 50 per cent. of the cotton mills near

Ghent have started, 8,000 tons of raw cotton have

arrived there, the steel mills at Liége and Rougree

will be running in part in June and the coal mines

are being worked. Mr. Hoover recently authorized

the statement that shipments from America were

to cease May 1st.

—Monday, June 2, is the tentative date on which

President Wilson and the leaders of Congress now

have fixed their eyes for the convening of the spe

cial session of Congress. It is the expectation of

the President that he will arrive in Washington a

few days before that and that he will cable the

call for the assembling of the Senate, thus giving

the legal ten days' notice. The President is desir

ous of opening the special session with a message

delivered in person outlining to Congress what has

been accomplished on his mission abroad and

pointing out what must be done. It is forecast that

the Senate ratification of the treaty and covenant

will be prompt.

—The board of directors of the French-Ameri

can Banking Corporation, incorporatcd at Albany

on April 29th as a result of a financial alliance

between the National Bank of Commerce in New

York, the First National Bank of Boston, and the

Comptoir National d’Escompte, of Paris, will con

sist of two groups of six men each, representing

respectively the American and French interests.

The new institution has a capital of $2,000,000 and

surplus of $500,000, all of which has been paid in.

The stock is divided equally between the French

and American interests, the American share in turn

being divided equally between the National Bank

of Commerce and the First National Bank of

Boston.

Labor

—The Thirty-ninth Convention of the Federa

tion of Labor will begin on June 9th at Atlantic

City, N. J. Samuel Gompers will preside, and it

is forecast as one of the most important meetings

in the history of the Federation.

--—May 4th was set apart by Governor Smith of

New York as “ Employment Sunday," to enable

the people and churches to cooperate with the Em—

ployment Service of the United States in obtain

ing work for soldiers, sailors and marines, and

others who had rendered war service.

—Wage increases averaging about $15 a month

for approximately 70,000 employes of the Ameri

can Railway Express Company has been announced

by Director General of Railroads Hines. The in

crease represents an advance of $25 a month above

the wage scale in efi'ect the first of the year.

—Beginning May 3, a five-day week is being en

forced by the Building Trades Council in Seattle,

representing six thousand workers. No work will

be done on Saturday and Sunday. The change

was said to have been made in the belief that more

men could be given employment in the building

trades.

~Aecording to statistics gathered from the

Canadian Department of Labor, the year 1918

shows a big increase in the trade union membership

in Canada. At the close of 1917 the membership

stood at 204,680, comprised in 1974 local branches.

The increase in 1918 was 44,257, bringing the

reported membership to 248,881 comprised in

2,274 branch unions, an increase of an even 800.

—-A strike of the editorial stafi of the Buenos

Aires La Prensa prevented the publication of that

newspaper on April 80th. La Prensa had dis

charged one of its editors and an employe of the

business ofiice who were among the organizers of

the new union of journalists, which has demanded,

their reinstatement, and is supported in its strike

by the Graphic Federation, including the printers,

pressmen and others.

-——A new charter every other day under the

American Federation of Teachers is the rate at

which the organization wave among public school

teachers of the United States has been spreading

during the past month, according to reports re

ceived at the Washington Office of the National

Women's Trade Union League. The aims of this

vigorous young national trade union organization

of educators are democratization of the schools and

fair working conditions for teachers.

—All workers in Ireland except those in the

northern parts of the island entirely ceased work

May lst. The railroads, newspapers, factories,

shops and other industries were closed down in

compliance with the order from the powerful

Transport lVorkers' Union. Although the one-day

strike was not observed in the north, there were

labor demonstrations and processions in the cities

-' J§-'- _
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there. Civil servants in Dublin were officially noti

fied that any absenting themselves from work would

be liable to instant dismissal.

—Because their employers and the building

superintendent decided to compel them to use the

freight elevators, while office workers only would

have access to the main entrance elevators, nearly

500 girls of sixteen factories at 20 Vl'est 22d Street,

New York, resolved on May 1st to go on strike as

a protest against such discrimination. A strike

was averted, however, after a committee repre

senting the girls, conferred with the superintendent.

As a result, the factory girls will use any elevator

hereafter, at their discretion.

—The child labor section of the \Var Revenue

bill, placing a prohibitive tax on the products of

child labor entering interstate commerce, was de

clared unconstitutional on the 2d by Federal Judgc

James E. Boyd of North Carolina. Last year he

declared void the original Child Labor act, which

the United States Supreme Court annulled by a

margin of one vote. The revenue law levies a 10

per cent tax on products of factories employing

children under 14- years of age, or those between 14

and 16 years, working more than eight hours daily,

when the products enter interstate commerce.

—Harry Call, writing in the Timber-worker De

partment, asserts that the lumber owners who seem

so concerned about the I. W. W. and Bolshevism

are the chief causes of extreme and irrational forms

of radicalism. “ The average logging camp bunk

house has been the most prolific breeder of ' Wobs,’

that could be imagined. The activity of the opera

tors in denying the men the right to join a. legitimate

labor organization has been a standing invitation

to the lumber-jack to join the I. W. W. They have

been made to see by the operators themselves that

they must assume an uncompromising position.

The I. W. W. employers and the I. W. W. em

ployes have been the cause of the trouble in the

timber industry."

-——Complete returns from the April elections in

the Central West indicate numerous successes for

the new Labor Partv in the smaller towns. All

candidates have been elected in Fort Madison,

Iowa, Beardstown, Marysville, and Westville, Ill.

In Kankakee five Aldermen out of seven were

elected. In Aurora (population 30,000), the entire

ticket was elected by 1,200 plurality, an electrician

being elected Mayor and a bricklayer City Clerk.

In Kewanee a Mayor and two Commissioners out

of four were elected; in Collinsville, a Mayor, the

City Treasurer and two Aldermen; in Batavia, a

Mayor, two other city oflicers and two Aldermen.

Joliet was lost by 297 votes and Bloomington

(population 80,000) by 168,—all in Illinois.

—The commission of employers sent to Europe

by the Department of Labor to report on industrial

conditions in England has just made public its

report, signed early in March, covering impressions

of the spirit that governs employers and employes

in British industry. What the commissioners

learned, they say, proved a revelation to them.

Underneath the seething unrest expressed in

speeches and in newspapers they found a remark

able harmony of purpose between Government of—

ficials, conservative employes, and virtually all em

ployers. These groups are united in urging " the

spirit of cooperation by recognizing and encourag

ing organizations of employers and employes ” and

" the need of maintaining production, former ideas

of restriction on output having been discarded."

—Abraham Bowers, Immigration Secretary of

the Y. M. C. A., in the course of an address before

the Illinois State Americanization Committee in

Chicago on the 26th predicted immigration of 2,—

000,000 foreigners, mostly Chinese and Japanese,

every year for the next fifty years. “ Before the

war,“ he said, “ we assimilated about 1,000,000 im

migrants a year. They were mostly used in com—

mon labor. As our country grows, the need for

labor increases in ratio. There is only one place

for it to come from now, China and Japan. There

fore, they are bound to come, and I believe that

they will intermarry with our people as other im'

migrants are doing. Japanese and Chinese students

now marry our university girls. They will override

racial prejudice, literacy tests, and every other ob

stacle.”

Education

——Frank D. Wilsey reported to the New York

Board of Education on the 80th that nineteen new

elementary schools, in addition to the eleven al

ready authorized, were badly needed. The cost, he

said, would be $10,247,488.

—“ The English Education Act, 1918," says the

Monthly Labor Review, “ effecting as it does, a

complete change of principle and method in the

national system of education, is more than a mere

educational enactment—it is a practical embodi

ment of the spirit of reconstruction." The act re

peals, in whole or in part, twenty-two earlier acts.

—Russell Scott, instructor in French at Vander—

bilt University, who was to have been a speaker

at a Socialist meeting at Nashville, Tenn., sup

pressed by the authorities on May 1, was suspended

on the ad by Whiteford Cole, president of the uni

versity board of trustees, pending return to the

city of Chancellor J. H. Kirkland.

—New York is faced with the possibility of a

walkout of 17,000 school teachers if they do not

get an increase in pay, Mayor Hylan was told on

the 80th at a public hearing in the Board of Esti

mate chamber at the City Hall on the Lockwood

Fertig Teachers' Equal Pay bill. A number of

teachers were present to plead with the Mayor to

sign the bill, but it was opposed by representatives

of real estate interests and others.

-—Why American industries should profit by a

great lesson which the war taught with respect to
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the value of industrial training, and maintain such

training in peace time, is the subject of a bulletin

entitled “ Training Labor for Peace Time," which

has been prepared for free distribution by the

United States Training Service. By “industrial

training “ is meant brief practical instruction for

industrial workers in the one best way of doing

their respective tasks, such training being given in

the plant.

—The Hawaiian Foreign Language School Bill,

strongly opposed by Japanese educators, was

tabled April 28th by the Senate of the Territorial

Legislature. The bill provided that to obtain

certificates, teachers must show a knowledge of the

English language, American history and American

civics. Japanese editors and educators declared

passage of this bill would force Japanese language

schools to close. The Japanese in Honolulu re

cently adopted resolutions declaring further efforts

would be made for " Americanization ” and urging

that the bill be not passed.

—It is claimed that the reconstruction program

of the Republicans in the next Congress will in—

clude a plan to establish a Department of Educa

tion under a Secretary who will be in the Presi

dent’s Cabinet, making the membership of that

circle eleven instead of ten as now. A bill, re

quested and approved after months of study by the

National Education Association, the American

Federation of Teachers, and the American Federa

tion of Labor, will be introduced by Representa

tive Horace Mann Towner of Iowa, who is slated

to be Chairman of the next Committee on Educa

tion. It would appropriate $100,000,000 for

educational work and $500,000 for administrative

purposes.

-—-Washington schools, best organized of all

cities, have a thousand union teachers. They have

just asked for the biggest wage increase any union

ized body of workers ever asked for—100 per cent.

increase over present wages. If they win, and it

seems probable, the lowest paid Washington school

teacher will get $1,800. This fight has been led by

Mrs. Mary Brenman-Inskter, legislative agent of

the Washington Teachers' union. The average

wage paid to American public school teachers, men

and women, city and rural, is $475 a year, less than

many oflice boys draw. The teachers’ union is af

filiated with the American Federation of Labor,

and each local affiliates with their city central labor

organization.

—On the 26th, in a discussion of a paper on

“ Freedom and Initiative in the Schools," at a

meeting of the Public Education Association, Dr.

John L. Tildsley, Associate Superintendent in

charge of the high schools of New York City, de

clared that in his opinion there was no place for

the Marxian Socialist in the New York City School

system. that there were quite a number of such

Socialists in the system at present, that they should

be dismissed and that all candidates to teach Eng

lish. histor" ~nnomics or civics should be ques

tioned as to their views on Marxian Socialism and

should be excluded from teaching if they showed

themselves to be followers of the theory as set forth

in the Communist Manifesto.

The Public Health

—Sixteen thousand eight hundred and eleven

cities, towns, and villages in the United States have

taken part in the weighing and measuring tests of

Children’s Year, according to figures made public

on the 4th by the Children's Bureau of the U. S.

Department of Labor, which, with the local child

welfare committees of the Council of National De

fense, instituted the Children’s Year program.

—Almost 6,000,000 persons have died in British

India from Spanish influenza, and fully a million

others are believed to have died in the native States

from the same cause, according to a report of the

Indian Government. The area afi'ected contained

a population of 288,026,240, and the number of

deaths was 4,899,725, or 20.6 deaths per 1,000.

In a few months, it is observed, influenza claimed

half as many victims as did the dreaded plague in

a period of twenty years.

—Compulsory health insurance for workers is

recommended as a foremost " measure of essential

and enforcible health protection " in a report made

on the 29th to the Governor, by the New York

State Reconstruction Commission. The Commis—

sion's recommendation is in line with the con

clusions of legislative commissions in New Jersey,

California, Ohio, and Massachusetts, which after

investigations of sickness conditions among work

ers all urged the adoption of compulsory health

insurance laws.

—Late in March the Assembly at Sacramento,

Cal., passed a bill to require health certificates from

all school teachers each year. Objections have

been raised by teachers, who say the fee of $2.50

to $5 to be paid for health certificates should be

paid by school districts, because such certificates

would be required as a measure of protection to the

children. “No legislature of California or any

other State would spend five minutes considering

a bill requiring legislators to pay, out of their own

pockets, from $2.50 to $5 for certificates of good

health, moderate sanity, or intellectual honesty,"

comments an educational exchange.

Public Order

—The Supreme Court of Oregon has handed

down a decision holding that a referendum on the

Federal prohibition amendment is unconstitutional.

This is the first decision on the subject by any

court in the United States and establishes the prec

edent.

—Supreme Court Justice Rudd at Albany on the

80th upheld the contention of the Public Service

Commission, Second District, that increased rates

by the New York Telephone Company and the

Western Union Telegraph Company and proposed
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increased rates by the New York Telephone Com

pany are illegal and unlawful, and issued injunc

tion orders preventing enforcement of the increases

which were ordered by the Postmaster General.

-—Every Post Office employe engaged in handling

mail throughout the country was doing detective

work May 1st, and every parcel and package was

carefully scrutinized in an efl'ort to find anything

that might contain bombs believed to have been

sent out in wholesale quantities by anarchists in an

attempt to spread a reign of terror. The existence

of a plot was supposed to be confirmed by the find

ing of sixteen bomb packages in the New York

Post Office. They were discovered by chance be

cause of a lack of postage.

—-The constitutionality of the act establishing

the Federal Trade Commission was upheld at Chi

cago on the lst by the United States Court of Ap

peals for the Seventh Circuit. The decision was

rendered by the court in returning a verdict against

Sears, Roebuck Company in its suit against the

Federal Trade Commission. The court denied the

petition of the mail order house asking that orders

of the commission restraining the company from

using certain alleged unfair business methods be

set aside.

—May Day disturbances were notable, though

not of the epic proportions lurid extremists had

forecast. In Paris a young man was killed, eighty

police were wounded, and fifty arrests were made.

In New York the rioters were chiefly uniformed

men of the army and navy. Among other military

exploits was an assault on the office of the Call,

where friends of the paper, with their wives and

babies, were celebrating the acquisition of a new

home for the publication. At the Mooney meeting

1,700 police were kept busy restraining the unlaw

ful exploits of 1,000 men of the United States

Army and Navy, according to the New York

Times.

Suffrage

——A woman was elected Police Commissioner of

Fargo, North Dakota, at the election held April

15. Mrs. F. H. \Vilder who was chosen to fill this

office will have entire direction of her department.

—By a plurality of 1,061 votes, the Democrats

of Peekskill, N. Y., elected a woman village treas

urer over a man Republican opponent. The

women's votes at the village election total more

than one-half of the 6,000 votes cast.

~VVomen workers in hotels of \Vinnipeg have

succeeded in shorter hours and a minimum wage of

$12.60. This was brought about by the Manitoba

Minimum Wage Board. Further the wages must

be paid every two weeks and no woman may work

more than 52 hours in a week.

—Mrs. W. G. Bleyer was elected a member of

the school board of Madison, Wisconsin, at the

recent election held in that city. She was accorded

the largest vote ever received by any candidate.

Interest in the election was keen. Practically

every woman of voting age went to the polls.

——On April first the Union Parliament of South

Africa passed a bill giving votes to women. The

bill was passed by a very slim majority, the vote

being 44- to 4-2. Sufl'rage bills had been introduced

in 1912, 1914-, 1917, and February, 1918. Each

time the bill was introduced the majority against

it was decreased.

—The State of Wyoming has created a new office

—that of state historian—and has appointed a

woman to fill the position. The first state historian

is Miss Eunice G. Anderson, of Cheyenne, who has

been employed in state service for the last nine

years. The new office was created by the Legisla—

ture as a means of preserving in adequate form the

history of the state’s pioneers.

—-Considerable interest has been aroused in

Washington diplomatic circles over the arrival of

a woman diplomat, who comes as secretary of the

Danish Legation. Miss Gerda Anderson, who is

filling this important post, is an expert in five

languages. She was formerly secretary of the

Danish Legation at Petrograd and later held a

similar position in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

——The organized women workers of Great

Britain were responsible for the introduction into

Parliament on April 4- by Mr. Spoor of a Woman’s

Emancipation Bill. The object of the bill is to

place men and women on a footing of complete civil

and political equality. Its effect would be to open

all professions and all judicial offices to women,

to make it possible for peeresses in their own right

to sit in the House of Lords, and for women who

might be elected to Parliament to hold ministerial

offices. It would further remove the restriction

which prevents women under thirty from voting.

The bill has the backing of the Labor Party. The

women hope to secure the support of the govern

ment for the measure. I

Color Line

—At the National Conference of Social Work,

to be held at Atlantic City, N. J., from June 1 to

June 8, Dr. W. E. B. DuBois, editor of the Crisis,

is to deliver an address on “ Cooperative Industry

Among Negroes.”

—The fifty-first anniversary of Hampton In

stitute which began May lst, took to the lower

peninsula of Virginia hundreds of well-known men

and women who are deeply interested in Hampton’s

broad educational policies. William Howard Taft

and Dr. Robert R. Moton, principal of Tuskegee

Institute, were among the speakers. Mr. Taft is

president of the Hampton Board of Trustees.

—-Two Negro students from Boston, whose

names are kept secret, were tarred and feathered

by white students at the University of Maine in

Orono, led through the streets of the college town

with halters about their necks, and finally chased

from town, according to a New York World special
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on the 1st. Both scholastic and State authorities

are trying to keep the affair quiet. The Negroes

had been expelled from the institution, after which

eighty white students invaded their rooms. The

two escaped down a rope ladder and ran to Old

Town, several miles away, pursued by a yelling

mob. When they were caught halters were placed

around their necks and they were led back to near

the college campus, where the “ tar and feathers "

had been prepared. By—standers made futile efforts

to dissuade the white students.

—-—A labor paper declares that the dawn of a

brighter day for Chattanooga working men, both

white and colored, is forecast in the formation of a

federal labor union among the colored men of the

city. Membership in the new organization is com

posed of colored mechanics and helpers from the

various boiler and molding shops and other in

dustries. The new union enters the field with a

large membership, and with the undivided support

and good wishes of the organized white workers of

Chattanooga. Organization of the colored work

ingrnen in Chattanooga is in line with a movement

throughout the country which has gained great

impetus since the signing of the armistice. In

almost every city of the country the colored man is

being brought to realize the meaning of unionism,

and white man and black man are standing shoulder

to shoulder for the advancement of their common

interests in the industrial field.

Public Ownership

—St. Paul, Minn., and Eau Claire, Wis, are

taking steps to install municipal fuel yards during

the coming summer, so as to be in position to render

service during the summer and fall.

——-The city of Denver, Colorado, has taken over

the local water plant, paying the Denver Union

\Vater company $13,922,836 for its complete equip

ment of mains, reservoirs, settling tanks and water

rights.

——The municipally owned and operated electric

light plant of Chicopee, Mass., had such a success

ful year in 1918 that the charge for electricity for

street lights for the coming year will be reduced

from 41/4 cents to 4 per cents per kilowatt hour.

—-The average cost of water for domestic service

in Milwaukee, \Visconsin, under public ownership,

is 25 cents a month per family, or $8.00 a year.

Under private ownership in Paducah, Ky., \V. A.

Gardner, one of the commissioners, pays $30.00 a

year.

——The railroads owned by the government in

Sweden, are being electrified. It is found that the

trains can make twice the speed with electric power

and, besides, it saves the coal. The current will be

developed from the water power of which there is

a great abundance in Sweden.

—A report just issued by the Canadian Govern

ment shows a growing tendency toward public

ownership of hydro-electric plants. Out of a total

of 565 in the Dominion, 207 are publicly owned,

with a total horse power capacity of 452,508 as

against 1,655,235 under private ownership.

—Municipal undertakings yielded the local

authorities of England and Wales, in the year

1914-15, a surplus revenue (transferred in aid of

rates) of £1,485,759. Details,-as given in a Blue

Book just issued, are as follows Electric light

supply undertakings, £228,146; gas supply under

takings, £487,250; harbor, dock, pier, canal and

quay undertakings, £11,550; tramways and light

railway undertakings, £588,986; water supply un

dertakings, £219,877; total, £1,485,759. Other re

ceipts from these services, not including receipts

from public rates, were £40,692,674.

Land

-—Arthur Brisbane, the Hearst editor, speaking

before the Real Estate Board in Chicago the other

day, said he makes more money out of real estate

speculation than he does from his profession. He

is now getting together, he said, some money to

buy prospects along the extension of North Michi

gan Avenue, Chicago.

—-—The number of farm tenants has increased 40

per cent. in Kansas in the last 18 years. The num

ber of acres farmed by tenants in the State has in

creased 80 per cent. in the same period. Governor

Allen has begun a campaign to eliminate the farm

tenant as far as possible by providing State aid for

those who wish to buy farms and who will farm

them.

—Two hundred thousand acres of forest land

in Great Britain are to be replanted at a cost, for

planting and maintenance for the first ten years,

of $17,000,000. Foresters are being trained and

the necessary saplings are being prepared. If the

experiment is successful, it is proposed to increase

the amount of reforested land to 1,770,000 acres

within the next forty years.

-—-Premier Hara of Japan invited sixty-one

prominent business men of Tokio, Yokohama,

Osaka, Kobe and Kyoto to be his dinner guests

recently, and in proposing a reclamation organiza—

tion he said: “ There are about 2,700,000 acres

of land in Japan proper and about 1,500,000 acres

in Hokkaido to be reclaimed. If we succeed in

opening these lands, the food problem will be

solved forever." After friendly discussion among

the Premier, the State Ministers and the guests, it

was agreed that a reclamation company should

start with a capital of $15,000,000 and that the

practical work in organizing it should begin at

once.

Transportation

—-The Railroad Administration is inaugurating

an advertising campaign in which it expects to

spend about $1,000,000 in advertising intended to
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stimulate passenger traffic. The Director General

of Railroads has also ordered that all terms of fuel

contracts of railroads be made public.

—Having failed in the courts to have the order

of the Public Service Commission directing the

purchase of 250 new cars for its surface lines set

aside, the Brooklyn Rapid Transit Company has

announced that it would buy 800 cars, thus yielding

to the commission after litigation lasting two years

in both the State and United States courts.

-—-The Public Utility Commission announced on

the 8d that the Public Service Railway Company

was allowed to resume a seven-cent fare on all its

lines in New Jersey until the board either approved

or disapproved the application for a zone system of

fares. The order is effective immediately.

—-Maintaining that an increase of only one cent

in the surface line fares would mean extortion from

the public of a huge sum for defraying a compara

tively small expense in operation, the Public Utili

ties Commission of Chicago has refused to grant a

request for seven cent fares on the trolley lines.

——In New York the Public Service Commission

has decided to take no further action on the ap

plications of the various surface raierad companies

for authority to charge for transfers, because the

Board of Estimate is adhering to its decision not to

modify the franchises, claiming that it is out of its

jurisdiction. The matter will hold over till the ap

pointment of the new commission.

—Motions were filed in the Supreme Court on

the ad by the States of Pennsylvania and Ohio

asking permission to institute original proceedings

for the purpose of preventing the State of West

Virginia from enforcing a State law, enacted last

February, which would prevent natural gas from

being transported outside the State until domestic

needs had been satisfied.

—They that worry over incidental postal de

lays should ponder the item of news that the dog—

sled mail which started north from Fort McMur

ray in Alberta, December 1, arrived at Fort

McPherson, forty miles south of the arctic coast,

February 11th, after a journey of 1,800 miles, the

full length of the Mackenzie River. It had en

countered terrific blizzards on the way and was

fifteen days behind schedule, being due at Fort

McPherson January 26th.

General

—The trade balance of the United States for the

fiscal year had grown at the end of March to

$2,790,000,000.

—The city of Portland, Me., through' its

municipal fuel yard, hopes to be able to sell stove

and chestnut coal at $10 a ton.

——A plea to plant more vegetables to make up

for the loss of fruit due to the recent cold wave was

sent on the 28th to the victory gardeners of the

country by the National War Garden Commission.

——To help in the restoration and endownment of

Sulgrave Manor, the ancestral home of the “hash

ington family in Northamptonshire, England, a

campaign for $150,000 has been started by the

London Daily Telegraph.

——As a memorial to the men and women of

Franklin County, New York, who rendered services

in the war, 20,000 white pine trees will be planted

at Pine Park in the Adirondack Mountains. The

planting will begin May 1.

—A combination of American packers for export

purposes was completed at a meeting in Chicago

recently when the United States Provision Export

Corporation perfected its organization. It is com—

posed of twenty-two packers combined under the

Webb~Pomerene act for the exportation of meat

food products.

——The Government will take out $2,500,000

worth of hail insurance on the wheat sown in

Kansas and Oklahoma through the instrumentality

of the Federal seed wheat loan negotiated last fall.

This insurance is to be taken out as a protection

against loss on the $3 per acre lent last fall to seed

approximately 625,000 acres in these states.

—Rapid progress in reaching soldiers, sailors

and marines who received such disabilities in the

war that vocational retraining is required is re

ported in a statement made May 2d by the Federal

Board for Vocational Education. Already 57,611

cases have been registered, and contact with more

than 40,000 additional cases has been established.

——A winter wheat crop which is estimated to

run close to 900,000,000 bushels, an increase of

nearly 88 per cent over the record-breaking crop

of 1914-, and an acreage never before equaled, is

forecast in a report on the condition of winter

wheat issued on the 8d by the Chamber of Com

merce of the United States through its committee

on statistics and standards. “ About 25 per cent

of the yield," the report adds, “ will be south of

Mason and Dixon's line, for winter wheat is being

grown now in some of the Southern States where it

was never grown before."

 

MERRIEWOLD PARK CAMP

MRS. HENRY GEORGE, JR., announces

the opening of her summer home in

Merriewold Park. Sullivan Co., N. Y.,

as a small camp for a limited number of girls

and boys between the ages of IO and 15 years.

Boating, swimming, fishing, picnics. domes

tic science. camping. signalling, simple survey

ing. first aid. woodcraft and camp craft.

Children under the personal supervision and

direction of Mrs. George and assistants who will

assure the children entrusted to their care every

comfort and safety of home life.

Season from July | to Sept. 1. $200

Application and further information may be

obtained from Mrs. George, 2311 S. 21.!

St., Philadelphia, Pa.

  


