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THE NEW SCHOOL

FOR SOCIAL RESEARCH

will open October first for the study of current

economic and governmental problems. The work

will be conducted by a group of well known writers

and teachers among whom are Gaanam Wannas

of London, THoasTsIN VEBLEN, JAMES llaavsr

ROBINSON, WEsLEY CLAIR MITCHELL, Joan

Dawsr, Dnan Rosoos: I’ourm, Tnouas S. Anams,

HAROLD J. LAsKI, MOISSAYE OLGIN, CHARLES A.

Bsann and Members of the Bureau of Municipal

Research, ROBEBT BBUEBE and Members of the

Bureau of Industrial Research.

Courses will include lectures on Economic

Factors in Civilization, The Development of

the United States into a World Power, The

Historic Background of the Great War, Mod

ern Industrialism, Social Inheritance, Recent

Tendencies in Political Thought, Problems of

American Government, etc.

There will be late afternoon and evening lectures

and conferences to permit the attendance of those

engaged in regular professions. No academic de

grees will be required but the standard of post

graduate work will be maintained. There will be

general lectures and discussion for larger groups

and smgll conferences for those equipped for special

researc .

Registration will begin September twenty-second

Announcement will be sent upon application to

the school at

485-9 West Twenty-third Street New York City

 

 

WILL THE JEWS AGAIN

LEAD THE WORLD?

Today the Jews are at the point of restoring

their ancient homeland. \Vhat kind of a state

will they build on the virgin 5011 of Palestine?

It must be remembered that civilization got its

first guidance from the ancient Hebrews, who laid

down the laws of ethical and moral conduct,

pointed the way to spiritual truth, and propounded

the principles of economic and social justice.

The Jews now propose to rrslore their state in

I’aleslinc on a basis of Social Justice, where the

economic wrongs of modern civilisation will be

unknown. A start has already been made.

For a clear erfposition of this historic and

epoch-making project, read

SOCIAL ZIONISM

By Bernard A. Rosenblatt

Author of “The Social Commonwealth"

With Introductions by Judge Julian W. Mack and

Mrs. Joseph Fels

Sapcrblu Illustrated and Handsomer Bound tn

Cloth, Blue and Gold

150. a copy. postpnld

SEND YOUR ORDER TO

AMERICAN JEWISH NEWS

75 Fifth Avenue New York City
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AILY it becomes more evident what a

blunder the President committed when he

failed to intrust the treaty making at Paris to

Messrs. Lodge, Borah, and Knox. They could

then have done what they are doing now, and

thus could have saved the world these weary

months of waiting. Had Mr. Lodge been in

charge at Paris he could have adjusted the

affairs of the distressed peoples of the earth,

and set the nations in the way they should go

with the same facility that he has shown in the

Senate. Should any one, after all these demon

strations of statecraft doubt Mr. Lodge’s

fitness or ability, let him read the article by Mr.

Moors, “President Wilson and Senator Lodge,”

to be found in this issue. Mr. Lodge has prom

ised that the President, speaking to the people

on his tour through the West, will be answered

by himself and others from the Senate. Mr.

Moors’ article will enable readers the better to

appreciate the words of the tWO men.

THE irreconcilables have been predicting

intervention in Mexico so long and so

zealously that it really seems inconsiderate on

the part of the President not to carry out the

role laid out for him. For months they have

been forecasting the event. Every time the

President moves, or does not move, it is con

strued as the clearest evidence that he is on the

point of going in to “clean up” Mexico. And

now at the very apex of the crisis, when the

fighting pacifists have buried our ideals, burned

the Great Charter, and sung a requiem over our

lost liberties, the Mexican Senate unfeelingly

votes to recognize the rights of all property,

oil and other minerals, acquired legitimately

before May 1, 1917, when the new constitution

went into effect. If the House should take

similar action, and the bill should become law,

the chief bone of contention will have been

removed, and there will be no excuse for inter

vention. Thus is the Irreconcilable thwarted

in all his endeavors. People just will not do all

the absurd things he expects them to do.

S ENATOR FLETCHER performed a pub—

lic service when he brought Basil Manly’s

report on the profits of American corporations

to the attention of Congress. The average

profits of these eighty-two concerns during the

war years were Very close to a billion dollars.

It is significant that most of the profiteering

firms are monopolistic rather than competitive.

They are all rooted in monopoly. This in var

ious forms is the basis of all of them—terminal

and transportation monopolies as in case of the

packers, ore land monopolies as in the case of

the steel companies, patent monopolies and min

eral land monopolies. They are not primarily

businesses at all. Each goes back to control of

some natural resource or, as in the case of

transportation, to the private ownership of the

right to operate a public function. Having

control of these natural resources manufactur

ing is carried on only as a side line. They make

their profits not by themselves manufacturing,

but by preventing others from doing so. To

day for instance, it is impossible for any large

steel manufacturing enterprise to be started in

the United States. They could get no raw

material. But if the control of the United

States Steel Corporation ore lands 'could be

wiped out, we fancy that the profits 'of the

United States Steel Corporation would lie con—

siderably less than they are now.
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THE middleman is to the aVerage person the

chief profiteer. It is quite natural, there

fore, that the popular fancy should turn to—

ward the elimination of the middleman as a

cure-all for exorbitant prices. Unfortunately,

there is little evidence either in history or sta

tistics to justify any great faith in the remedy.

It may be true that there are wasteful processes

in industry and that many middlemen can be

eliminated. An extension of the parcels post,

the perfection of our transportation system,

and many other things are needed to bring the

primary producer and the ultimate consumer

together. The basic causes of the high cost of

living, however, do not concern the middleman.

We probably have fewer middlemen now than

we had in the days when food was considerably

cheaper. Nor will trading by the State operate

against the deeper causes. During the war the

British Government bought and sold 85 per

cent. of the total food of the nation, and prices

were fixed in the case of 941 per cent. The

total annual amount so handled was between

four and five billions of dollars. Yet the cost

of living, except in the case of a very few com

modities, is very much higher in Great Britain

today than it is in the United States. The

primary cause is interference with production.

The ultimate cure is the elimination of all 0b

stacles to free production. The most serious

of those obstacles is monopoly of land itself,

which is the source of all food. Every foot of

valuable land held idle for speculative pur

poses contributes to the higher cost of goods

produced on land in use.

MERELY breaking up stores of food and

throwing them on the market to relieve

the present stress may cause as much harm as

good. The function of the cold storage ware—

houses has been to extend the life of perishable

foods and enable dealers to gather them during

their temporary season of plenty and distribute

them in time of scarcity. Prior to the time of

the cold storage warehouses eggs were so cheap

in the country during the laying season as to

be scarcely worth the trouble of taking them

to town; while in the winter they were almost

unobtainable. The same thing was true in

lesser degree of other perishable products.

Cold storage enabled agents to collect these

products when plentiful, and distribute them

when scarce, paying more to the producer than

he got before, and selling them out of season

for less than the consumer formerly paid.

When these agencies were confined to their le

gitimate uses they performed a useful function

to all. But accompanying this serviceable

social machinery was the element of monopoly,

which, neglected by the State, was seized upon

by private interests. Railroads and private car

lines worked to the advantage of such interests

as the packing companies, who were able to ship

on better terms than their competitors. With

warehouses and car lines owned and operated

by the public, competition may be trusted to

keep prices at the lowest point of commercial

profit.

ECOURSE to cooperatiVe agencies as a

means of lowering the high cost of living

offers another proof of the wisdom of the old

saying that what one would have done well one

must do himself. Democracy was originally

conceived by some as a self-sustaining agency

to conduct public affairs. But it has been found

that after representatives had been elected it

was necessary to form innumerable committees

to see that the men elected discharged their

duty. It now appears that the commercial dis

tributing agencies have not wholly met post-war

requirements, and consumers are setting up

voluntary societies for the exchange of goods

on a more equitable basis. It will be noted that

cooperative societies thrive best where commer

cial agencies are worst. In mining regions

where the people are dependent upon “pluck

me” stores cooperative stores have been found

a most efficient means of relief. The same is

true of frontier regions and farming communi

ties, such as Western Canada. They have not

heretofore made appreciable headway in cities

where merchandizing rests upoq a keener com—

petitive basis. The war, however, has so upset

normal conditions that there appears to be at

least a temporary field for cooperative trading.

What the cooperative societies are doing in

Paris to reduce living costs will be attempted

in American cities. But it must be recognized

that merchandizing is labor, and it requires skill

and attention. People must not expect co

operation to be self-sustaining; if they would

derive from it any benefit they must be willing

to contribute freely of their time and talents.
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Andrew Carnegie

GIVEN a society in which the laws and in

stitutions permit some men to levy toll

upon other men for the privilege of using the

natural elements, and the example of Mr.

Carnegie may be commended as that of a public

spirited citizen and a generous man. If by

lifting some of the homely virtues to a superla

tive degree he made them somewhat less lovable,

and awakened captious criticism, the fact may

be laid to the circumstances under which he

lived, rather than to any defect of character

in the man.

Mr. Carnegie is the most conspicuous ex

ample of the generous rich man produced under

our economic system. The very fact of his suc

cess as a money maker seemed to blind him to

the faults of the system under which he Worked.

He accepted conditions as they were, and

played the game according to the rules others

had laid down. One does not think of him as

buying court decisions, or as bribing legislators

to obtain a special law. The most that can be

said against him is that he did nothing to

change laws that he must have seen were unjust

in that they conferred advantages upon some

men at the expense of other men.

Accepting the industrial world as a going

concern, Mr. Carnegie made his fortune, and

then gave his attention to certain sociological

movements. Society, he thought, was remiss in

spreading knowledge. Education was the great

objective. Man should be made more efficient

through the training of hand and brain; hence,

his interest in technical schools and libraries.

All this was commendable in and of itself, but he

seemed unconscious of economic factors and

conditions. He believed in freedom for the in

dividual, and in the highest possible efficiency,

but he seemed to be unconscious of the effect of

law in the distribution of wealth. He appeared

to be confused on the protective tariff, defend

ing it when he thought it aided his business, and

inclined to question it in later years. He saw

no injustice in a law that gave him exclusive

possession of the iron ore and the coal in the

earth. Although this was brought home to him

in a dramatic way at the time of the formation

of the Steel Trust, when his possession of the

mineral lands—without which the trust could

not have been formed—enabled him to dictate

the terms, he seemed to recognize no difference

in property in land and property in things pro

duced by human labor from land.

Men of Mr. Carnegie’s organizing ability

would under free conditions be a great asset to

the race. And had he exercised his remarkable

talent in competition with other great organ

izers having equal access to raw materials he

would have been the same benefactor of the

race—for great producers are benefactors—

and would not have accumulated so much

wealth himself. The fact that he was generous

with his money is merely incidental. Jay Gould,

also a great organizer, was not generous with

his fortune.

Mr. Carnegie gave to the world a striking

phrase when he said that a man who dies rich

dies disgraced. But he was bettered by Tom

Johnson, the great Cleveland Mayor, who said

he would rather leave his child without a cent

in a country where all had equal access to

nature, than heir to millions in a land controlled

by legal privilege.

Difficulties Confronting New

Governments

IF one would have an understanding of Europe

today he needs much patience. Those who

are inclined to be hypercritical of the tendencies

of the fledgling republics of Europe should re~

call the earlier experiences of our own country.

Popular government, after all, is no guarantee

of the millennium. The most that can be said

about the rule of the people is that in the long

run it is more likely to be right and better

serves the ends of justice and equality than any

other government yet devised. This does not

mean that democratically constituted nations

may not be frequently in error. Self-govern

ment, however, though it may temporarily tol

erate or uphold injustice, is in itself the best

guarantee of the correction of such evils. Our

own republic tolerated slavery for three-fourths

of a century. That curse could not survive per

manently, however, in an environment of pop

ular government. So with Europe. Let us not

be too hasty to condemn the new Polish govern

ment because it includes in its membership the

landed nobility. The guiding spirit of Wash

ington’s cabinet was a man who said, “ The peo

plc is a great beast.” But that cabinet also
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included the man who drafted the Declaration

of Independence. If some of the smaller na

tions, drunk with the excess of new found lib—

erty, are reaching out to grasp the lands and

chattels of their neighbors, let us not be too

hasty to conclude that new nations are there

fore unfit for self-government. Let us rather

think of our own imperialistic attacks upon the

Spanish possessions in Florida and our war with

Mexico.

No nation is made up of any single kind of

people. Here and there this or that group may

be in the ascendency. We may frequently find

that circumstances bring people who are nat

urally implacable enemies into bonds of tempo

rary friendship. Let us not forget that, while

every true democrat in America thoroughly

approved of the war with Germany, the cheers

were not lacking from profiteers. It does not

necessarily follow, however, that because fun

damental democrats and profiteers are tempo

rarily on the same side they will be permanently

so. So with Europe. Patience is more than a

virtue in considering the situation. It is a

necessity.

The Dominion of Labor

HE picture of the victorious gladiator

pausing above his prostrate antagonist,

while the audience turns its thumbs down as a

sign that the vanquished be given his quietus,

seems to epitomize organized labor’s position

in the world today. Especially may this be said

to be the monopolist’s conception of it. It is bit

ter to have undisputed empire snatched from

one’s grasp at the moment when it seemed most

assured. Having secured and capitalized all

the special privileges and obtained control of

most of the known natural resources of the

country, Monopoly was looking forward to an

era of undisturbed dominion.

The war that was to make the world safe for

democracy threatens to realize that purpose

in a manner that the dollar-a-day men never

contemplated—or if not safe for democracy,

for a more numerous oligarchy than that which

has ruled in the past.

Up to present writing most of labor’s de

mands have been for higher wages. Econo

mists admit that wages have not kept pace with

cost of living. So their demands are not un

reasonable and are certainly not revolutionary.

The insistence of labor on participation in the

management of the industries in which its mem

bers are employed was bound to come soon any—

how. The war only accelerated its arrival.

From the day when businesses became so big

that the human contact between boss and worker

was lost, this development was inevitable. Des

potisms are as much anachronisms in the in

dustrial as in the political world.

Then it is worth while considering whether

the workers’ united capital investment in the

business, which they have trained themselves to

perform, is not as great as their employers’.

Their interest in its continuance is often keener

and more vital. Failure of a big business com

monly brings more suffering on the operatives

than on the stockholders. If we can imagine

machines which would do the work of men, the

capital necessary for their acquisition would be

enormous. Men in the past could usually be

hired for little more than enough to buy the fuel

that generated their energy.

The strength of Labor and the weakness of

the Interests—which is only a slang word for

monopoly—proceeds from‘ the drying up of the

big reservoir of casual or unemployed labor,

which was the biggest, though least recognized

factor in our past civilization. “More men

than jobs” guaranteed servility and docility.

The invisible but ever present threat of starva—

tion for the man who could not find an em

ployer caused the workingman to speak with

“bated breath and whispering humbleness.” It

is to be regretted that the workingman’s leaders

have not generally employed his day of power

to solidify his economic position. Monopoly

still controls those resources to which he must

have access in order to live, and it will bring

him to heel again when conditions change. Mo

nopoly could in the past impose serious hard

ships on the public with little personal sufi'ering

to itself. When labor strikes, it has to bear its

share of the loss and inconvenience that it im

poses on the community. The employer usually

is rich enough to avoid personal discomfort—

and this makes a great difference.

On one occasion, when the exactions of Irish

landowners had driven their tenants into revolt,

and a land war with agrarian outrages had

begun, a noble lord entered his club in London,

and seeing a brother peer, remarked, “I see by
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the paper that those fellows have been shooting

at my agent again. If they think that they can

intimidate me by shooting my agent they are

very much mistaken.”

The dominion of labor will be long or shori‘,

according to the effort it makes to do justice

rather than seek self-interest; for the highest

self-interest consists in doing justice to all. It

must be just even to those to whom it does not

wishto be just—even to its oppressors of the

past and present. Can it rise to the height of

such a vision? No body of men in the past

possessing great power has even approached it;

hence revolution has trodden on the heels of

revolution.

Progress and Retrogression

TRANGE and almost unbelievable are the

findings of the Committee of the State Re

construction Commission, and the Legislative

Committee on Housing, after their survey of

two blocks in the east side slums of New York.

The experience of the investigators is enough to

make one doubt that this is the twentieth cen

tury; it sets one to wondering what has become

of the triumphs of art and science, of labor

saving machinery and industrial processes that

were to give man dominion over nature.

One reads of the primitive cabin on the

frontier and the sod house on the plains, but

one is not prepared to hear that in the richest

city in the world a committee of the Legislature

found in two city blocks forty-nine flats of

three rooms, one lighted from a narrow court

or light-well, with the other two rooms opening

into it. Windowsills reeking with garbage

thrown from windows above and a stable con

taining 258 horses in the middle of the block

made their contribution to the odor, flies, and

dirt.

The present tenement house law requires that

new buildings show some regard for decency;

but a mistaken sympathy for vested interests

permitted these old buildings to stand. It is

interesting to note that the investigators esti

mate that it will be a hundred years before the

last of the old tenements will have disappeared

from natural causes, such as fire, decay, or

abandonment by tenants.

Thus while time works its will with these old

buildings, until no human being is found so un

fortunate as to seek their shelter, the two blocks

in question house 5,542 persons, of whom 978

are children under five years of age. Families

consisting of more than five persons were found

sleeping four and five in a room—sometimes as

many in one bed. It is to wonder what these

people think of America, the land of hope and

promise. Does the flag mean to them what it

does to better housed people? And should it be

a matter of surprise if now and again some of

these unfortunates turn a willing ear to direct

actionists?

Doubtless these investigating committees

were shocked at what they found. Possibly

some of them were ashamed to acknowledge to

themselves that such conditions existed in the

United States. But what will they do about it?

If they have been sufficiently shocked to enable

them to impart a similar feeling to their fellow

legislators, there may issue some more laws for

the regulation of tenements. But will there be

anything really constructive?

It should not be forgotten that these un

speakable tenements have one attractive feature,

they are cheap. A family that can endure it—

and the very poor have learned to endure much

—-can there find shelter for as small a sum as

five to ten dollars a month. If the Legislature

should compel the owners to tear down these

rookeries and erect new buildings the assessor

will pounce upon them and raise their assess

ment from a few hundred dollars to many thous

ands; and the new tenements will be so dear that

the people will be unable to rent them. The best

house on the block is valued at only $25,000.

Several are assessed at only $1,000. A one

thousand dollar house in the heart of New

York, and old enough to come under the old

tenement law can be imagined better than it can

be described.

Some years ago the city attempted to better

conditions in the slums by clearing out some of

the old buildings and turning the site into a

park. No sooner had these pleasant spots been

established than there was such a demand for

the houses facing the parks that the rent

mounted beyond the reach of the very people

whom it was sought to benefit.

It will be recalled that Mr. Robinson, presi

dent of the City and Suburban Homes Com

pany, proposed to meet the extra cost of con

struction at the present time by exempting



952 Twenty-second YearThe Putat

 

@

 

buildings from taxation for a period of ten

years. May not the legislators find in this a

fruitful suggestion for relieving conditions in

the slums? If the Legislature were to exempt

from taxation all new buildings that replace

these old rookeries—with a corresponding in

crease in the tax on the land—there is little

doubt that the old buildings would quickly dis

appear. It is a fine opportunity for the mem—

bers to demonstrate their fitness as lawmakers.

President Wilson and Senator Lodge

By John F. Moors

Member of Boston Finance Commission and Harvard Corporation

IN 1876 Mr. Henry Cabot Lodge, the young

“scholar in politics,” showed his independ

ence by voting for the Democratic candidate

for the presidency, Mr. Samuel J. Tilden. In

1880 he opposed the nomination by the Repub

licans of Mr. James G. Blaine on the ground

that Mr. Blaine was “a dishonest and corrupt

man.” In 1884 he was a leader in opposing Mr.

Blaine at the Republican Convention in Chi

cago. But he was himself in 18844 a very eager

Republican candidate for election to Congress,

and he decided to remain “regular.” On election

day he introduced Mr. Blaine to a Massachu

setts audience as “a man who for the last six

months has been the most conspicuous figure in

the United States and who has impressed him

self on the popular imagination and aroused

the popular enthusiasm to an extent which has

not been seen since the days of Henry Clay.”

Dr. William Everett in 1884 said: “ Mr.

Lodge maintains that he has changed his mind.

I call it not a change of mind but a change of

soul.”

Senator Lodge is now Chairman of the

Senate Committee on Foreign Relations at a

time when the fate of the world is hanging in

the balance. He is also Republican leader in

the Senate. He may fairly claim to have had

a most successful career since he entered Con

gress in 1884. Has he been really successful?

The greatest obstacle to his happiness has

been President Wilson. In 1916 Senator Lodge

did all that he could to defeat Mr. Wilson. His

specific contribution to the campaign was the

publication of a charge, ten days before the

election, that the President had surreptitiously

undertaken to append to his high-sounding

Lusitania note a postscript undoing it. Across

the whole first page of the paper most read by

Mr. Lodge’s constituents were spread, October

29, the words: “Lodge gives story of Lusi

tania postscript.” The charge was based on

a letter from a doctor; the letter was based on

hearsay. Mr. Lodge, as if the charge were

proved, said: “ This simply throws an addi—

tional light on the shifty character of this Ad—

ministration.” The President replied: “The

statement made by Mr. Lodge is untrue. No

postscript of the Lusitania note was ever writ

ten or contemplated by me. The public is in

possession of everything that was said to the

German Government.” In accepting the Presi

dent’s denial Mr. Lodge remarked: “I need

hardly say that I would not willingly bring an

unfounded charge against any one.”

And then the President, whom Mr. Lodge

detested, was reelected!

On the day when Congress assembled (April

2, 1917) to declare war on Germany, Senator

Lodge was busy in the preparation of an

epochal speech, when two things happened:

President Wilson made a speech which was

epochal; Senator Lodge descended to fisticuffs

with a “pacifist.” A triumphant war was then

waged under the leadership of the President.

Senator Lodge may justly take real credit to

himself for having supported the President’s

war policies. But Senator Lodge’s was only a

subordinate position in the days of triumph,

and two years after his fisticufi's with the pac

ifist he had ignominiously to acknowledge pub

licly, rather than face a trial, that it was he

who had struck first and not his alleged assail

ant, whom he had allowed to remain in disgrace

all this long time.

When the terrible war was drawing to its

close, Senator Lodge, uninvited, assumed the

right to speak for America in answering the

German peace overtures. He insisted that the

President had bungled fatally in asking Prince
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Maximillian whom he represented. He re

versed the Golden Rule by urging that the Ger—

mans were entitled to have done to them what

they would have done to France. Meanwhile

the President’s diplomacy proved masterly. He

ignored Senator Lodge’s attempts to speak for

the country. He was severe but not unchris

tian toward the Germans.

As the critical days approached for making

a just and lasting peace, President Wilson

appealed to the country for “unity of purpose”

behind him. The country, however, went Re

publican at the November elections. But in the

Republican rejoicing and assertions that the

President had been repudiated, there was still

more bitterness for Senator Lodge, for the only

notable Republican defeated was Senator

Lodge’s colleague, Senator Weeks, to whose re

election Senator Lodge had bent every energy.

To cap the climax Senator Weeks was defeated

in a Republican State by an Irish Democrat.

A week after this, Senator Lodge said of one

of his speeches antagonistic to the President

that it was printed in the Italian, French, and

English papers, and that all commented on it

favorably. This antagonism continued after

the President had gone to Europe, to solve, if

possible, world problems of supreme difficulty

and importance. On December 28, 1918, David

Lawrence, a correspondent friendly to the Pres

ident, wrote from Paris: “Members of the

American mission to negotiate peace feel that

the speech that Senator Knox delivered on Wed

nesday last was very unfortunate and embar

rassing to their work. The speech of

Senator Lodge on Saturday, however, was even

more in opposition to the course of the Presi

dent. Senator Lodge would defer not

only consideration of a league of nations, but

the questions of reduced armaments, freedom

of the seas, secret diplomacy and the removal

of economic barriers.”

On December 26, 1918, C. W. Gilbert, a cor

respondent unfriendly to the President, wrote

from Paris: “Criticism of President Wilson by

Colonel Roosevelt, Senators Lodge and Knox

is having its effect here. The conservative sec

tion of the press is indulging in guarded snip

ing at Mr. Wilson. The intellectuals are sup

porting the President, but are beginning to ask

whether he has his own country behind him.”

The President faced a most serious crisis

when he, singlehanded, opposed the claims of

Italy to Fiume. Senator Lodge took this

occasion to telegraph to two Italian societies in

Boston: “I earnestly hope that Fiume may be

come an Italian possession.”

Finally Senator Lodge, who at an awkward

moment in 1916 had assured us that he would

not willingly bring an unfounded charge against

any one, undertook to make a sensation by

charging that there had been a leak of the peace

treaty, he having seen a mysterious copy in

New York. The implication was that the Presi

dent had improperly favored his friends with

secret copies. But the copy which Mr. Lodge

had seen was in the possession of that excellent

Republican, Mr. Elihu Root, who had to hurry

to Washington to explain that he had come by

it legitimately. The only disclosure really made

by the “leak” was as to the depth which Mr.

Lodge’s bitterness had now attained. Presently,

too, Mr. Root had to go to Mr. Lodge’s assist

ance in maintaining some semblance of leader—

ship in the Senate.

Meanwhile, the President, defeated in the

1918 elections, opposed from behind, as well

as in front and on all sides at the Peace Con~

ference, had brought back the draft of a peace

treaty, in which all the representatives of both

sides, except China, had concurred. On July

10, in an address to the Senate, he said: “My

services and all the information I possess will

be at your disposal and at the disposal of your

Committee on Foreign Relations at any time.”

The Senate, which had acquired the habit of

accusing the President of ignoring it, ignored

this offer for weeks. On August 5, Senator

Lodge, the chairman of this very Committee,

declared that the President had not made such

an offer. This declaration was the more re—

markable, as Senator Lodge had taken sufficient

interest in the proposition, when it was made,

to state publicly that there was grave impro

priety in it.

Senator Lodge’s opposition to the Presi

dent has now become almost automatic. When

the President asked the courtesy of a brief

delay in presenting to the Senate the special

agreement with France and assumed that the

courtesy had been granted, Mr. Lodge made

much of the fact that it should have been preL

sented “at the same time” as the treaty. When

the President asked the sanction of the Senate
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to appoint a needed American member of the

reparations commission, Senator Lodge took

his customary place in opposition. When the

President pointed out that the Shantung

arrangement was unavoidable, Mr. Lodge not

only attacked the arrangement but called for

an alleged nefarious treaty between Germany

and Japan. The President stated that no such

treaty existed.

On August 12 Senator Lodge made in the

Senate a speech which his admirer, the Boston

Transcript, called “history-making.” It fills

nine newspaper columns. Horace and Charles

Lamb are quoted. The language is not un

worthy a scholar in politics. But the mice

brought forth by the labor of the mountain were

presented by the newspapers in five brief para

graphs. Senator Lodge seemed to have for

gotten his much-heralded and confident purpose

to separate the League of Nations from the

peace treaty. Denying that his views were self

ish he said: “ For ourselves we asked absolutely

nothing. We are asked to give and we in no

way seek to take.” But last December Senator

Lodge, addressing the Senate, demanded that

we get our “proper and proportional” share of

the German indemnity. Our hands are, there

fore, clean only because of the President’s un

selfish leadership and the fact that Senator

Lodge’s selfish demand last December bore no

fruit. Senator Lodge asks us to believe that

his heart is not “corroded with hate.” But in

his speech he said: “We turned the wavering

scale. It was done by the American soldier, the

American sailor, and the spirit and energy of

the American people. They overrode all ob

stacles and all shortcomings on the part of the

Administration.” In his eyes the Administra—

tion seems never to deserve any credit.

In 1915 Senator Lodge strongly favored a

league of nations as an abstract proposition.

In 1919 he not only has led the opposition to

the League of Nations sponsored by the Presi—

dent, but his arguments are constantly directed

against any league. A Washington correspond

ent of the Springfield Republican speaks of his

“special relish in coldly cynical and sneering

references to the idealism of the League.” In

his speech he had only ridicule for the Presi

dent’s fear that the heart of the world might

be broken.

On Tuesday, August 19, the President and

 
 

Mr. Lodge met in conference at the White

House with the eyes of the world upon them.

The President pointed out in an impressive

statement how baseless the criticisms of the

treaty and the League had been in the Senate

and how serious the delay in ratification was

proving. Senator Lodge then propounded ques

tions on four subjects. First, he asked as to

the treaties with Austria-Hungary, Turkey,

and Bulgaria. The President replied that these

were modeled on the treaty with Germany, the

delay in ratifying this treaty being the chief

cause for the delay in receiving the others.

Second, Mr. Lodge asked about various prelim

inary drafts of the League of Nations, but

gave no reasons for wanting information as to

these preliminaries. It was evident from the

President’s answer that he himself had taken

the leading part in the preliminary stages.

Third, Mr. Lodge asked whether the United

States was to receive any part of the repara—

tion fund. This gave the President a chance

to reply: “My judgment was frequently ex

pressed that we should claim nothing under

those general clauses. I did that because I

coveted the moral advantage that that would

give us in the councils of the world.” Fourth,

Mr. Lodge asked as to cable stations in the

Pacific and the President replied that a general

cable conference was to be held.

There, in the middle of the Pacific, Senator

Lodge’s questions ceased, without a word as

to the heart of the document. For the rest of

the conference the other Senators carried on

the discussions, without a word from their

Chairman, and dealt with the weighty problems

involved.

The tradition persists in some influential

quarters that the President has throughout

been weak, if not wicked, while Senator Lodge

has been wise. In view of the record of the two

men this is not easily explained. It seems possi

ble to fool a good many prejudiced and com

placent people most of them. But is it un

just to think that Dr. Everett in 1884! had the

gift of prophecy? Must we not conclude that

Senator Lodge has built his house on the sand

of spite? Conversely, has not the President

built his house on the rock of principle? How

the storms have raged round it! Yet how firm

the house has stood! And never was the Presi

dent more the master of a situation than when
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the Senate Committee at last went to him. Note

this single interchange:

Senator Harding: “If there is nothing more

than a moral obligation on the part of any

member of the League, of what avail are article

ten and article eleven? ”

The President: “Why, Senator, it is sur

prising that that question should be asked.

There is a national good conscience in such a

matter. My understanding of a legal obliga

tion is one that specifically binds you to do a

particular thing under certain sanctions. A

moral obligation is, of course, superior to a

legal obligation and, if I may say so, has greater

binding force.”

The most amazing thing is that thousands

of educated Americans can persist in despising

such a President!

The Public Defender

By Mayer C. Goldman

Member of the New York Bar; Loading Advocalo of the Public Defender Movement; Author of

“The Public Defender”

OCIETY owes a duty to the “under dog.”

Its obligation is becoming more apparent

in the various phases of human endeavor. In

the wake of the great world crisis through

which we have been passing class and financial

distinctions are disappearing. The masses of

the people everywhere are clamoring for social

and economic justice. One of the signs of un

rest is the rapidly growing movement for a

“square deal” in the courts. In this connection

the establishment of the office of Public De

fender is being persistently urged. Through—

out the United States and England the demand

for elemental justice is developing with an ever

increasing force. The public defense of in

digents accused of crime is a necessary counter

part of public prosecution. A duty devolves

upon the state to shield the innocent as well as

to punish the guilty. Does the state at present

discharge this obligation? Does it protect the

weak as well as the strong? Are the scales of

justice evenly balanced? If we answer these

questions in the negative——and we must—the

need for a change is readily seen.

If our so-called “presumption of innocence”

and “equality before the law” are to be effective

the state must defend as well as prosecute ac

cused persons, particularly those who are un—

able to protect themselves. Society as a whole

does not presume the accused innocent; it pre

sumes him guilty. All classes of accused per

sons, whether rich or poor, must be given equal

opportunities, equal resources, and equal rights.

The ascertainment of the truth is the primary

consideration in the trial of a case. Any plan

which tends toward that result merits the seri

ous thought of our citizens. The trial of an

issue involving human life or liberty must cease

to be an unequal contest between the powerful

state on the one hand and a weak and helpless

defendant on the other. A “battle of wits” be—

tween opposing counsel for partisan advantage

is not the true conception of a criminal trial.

The district attorney is said to be a quasi

judicial officer. His main function, however, is

to prosecute and not to defend. It is impossi—

ble for him adequately to perform a double

function—even though he conscientiously at

tempts to do so. If he could adequately pro—

tect the rights of the accused, there would be

no necessity for the latter to have other coun—

sel. The popular impression that many de

fendants are persecuted rather than prosecuted,

is not without merit. There are fair—minded

prosecutors with a keen sense of justice. Un

fortunately, too many are dominated by the

desire to “make a record.” It is well known

that district attorneys are prone to boast of

the number of convictions obtained by them,

rather than to glory in the fact that they found

innocent men and set them free. To them ac

cusation is often equivalent to proof. The

average prosecutor scents guilt—not innocence.

The superior advantage which he has over de—

fendant’s counsel cannot be denied. The great

force of the state is behind him. He is all~

powerful, awe-inspiring, resourceful, and re

lentless. The law reports abound with decisions

in which appellate courts have reversed convic

tions and granted new trials on account of the
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improprieties, prejudice, or misconduct of dis

trict attorneys. Judges, too, have frequently

been scored for their unfair conduct of criminal

trials.

The office of Public Defender will substitute

competent, experienced, powerful, and high

class official counsel in the place of indifferent,

uncompensated, and ofttimes conscienceless

“assigned counsel.” There is ample distin

guished authority for the statement that the

present system of “assigned counsel” is inade

quate. A defendant possessing financial means

may select his own counsel and vigorously com

bat the powerful agencies of the prosecution.

The indigent defendant has no freedom of se

lection, but is compelled to take such counsel

as the court assigns to him. Counsel must ac

cept the assignment and, except in capital

cases, without remuneration. Our whole sys

tem of assigned counsel is fundamentally wrong

from every standpoint. It is as unfair to coun

sel as it is to the accused. If it is logical for

the state to pay counsel for the defense of one

whose life is at stake, why is it not equally

logical to compensate counsel in a case where

one’s liberty is involved? Accused persons are

entitled to a real defense, not a perfunctory

one. In order to vitalize the “presumption of

innocence” the state must accord the defendant

a fair trial. Even the “crook” is entitled to

that despite a criminal record.

Miscarriages of justice are bound to occur

through indifferent or incompetent service ren

dered by assigned counsel. Although some law

yers appointed to defend indigents are experi—

enced and conscientious, many of them do not

reflect any credit upon their profession. Suc

cessful lawyers find civil practice more alluring

and profitable. Is the average pauper prisoner

really defended? It is constantly asserted that

defendants are often induced to plead guilty by

counsel who desire to escape the burden and

responsibility of a trial or that they are luke

warm in their defense. Should not this condi

tion he speedily remedied?

It is not the function of a Public Defender

to defeat justice by securing the acquittal of a

guilty defendant any more than it is the func

tion of the district attorney to convict an inno

cent man. It should be the duty of both offi

cials to work harmoniously, with the sole pur

pose of bringing out the facts and the law in a

given case, and to strive for the highest ideals

in the administration of justice. The Public

Defender would afford the innocent a real de—

fense, would secure for him a speedier trial, and

would stand as his champion, armed with suffi

cient resources and power to protect his rights.

He would also properly advise the guilty, and

be instrumental in saving him from over-punish

ment.

The Public Defender proposal is fundament

ally ound from a humane, practical, and

economic standpoint. It is neither novel, radi—

cal, nor revolutionary. It is sanctioned by his

torical precedent in European countries and

present-day efficiency in many American com

munities, notably in Los Angeles, Omaha, Pitts

burgh, New Haven, Bridgeport, and Hartford.

The working out of the plan in other cities is

now being watched with great interest.

An experiment is being tried out in New York

County, by private individuals philanthropic

ally inclined, to remedy conditions in the crim

inal courts by furnishing higher class counsel to

indigent defendants. This plan will not solve

the problem. It is at best a temporary expedi

ent, a makeshift. Private charity will not avail

as a substitute for justice. Justice—not char

ity—is the universal need.

The case of Charles F. Stielow, convicted of

murder and recently pardoned by the Governor,

is a striking instance of the need for a Public

Defender. This case, with its many ramifica—

tions, extraordinary revelations, confessions

made and repudiated, motions for new trials,

stays of execution and appeals to the Governor,

presents a startling illustration of legal “red

tape” and technicalities. Stielow was helpless

against the juggernaut of prosecution. His

long imprisonment and torture seriously chal

lenge the efficiency of the administration of jus—

tice. The “Stielow case” has completely shat—

tered the argument so persistently urged by op

ponents of the Public Defender—that our pres

ent system precludes the possibility of wrongful

convictions. It proved conclusively that an in

nocent man can be sentenced to death despite

the so-called legal “safeguards” that apparent

ly surround him. His ultimate vindication and

freedom, through executive clemency, saved the

State from the stain of judicial murder.

Unfortunately, the law makes no provision

by which those whom it wrongs, like Stielow,
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may be compensated. Not only should the state

jealously guard the fundamental rights of ac

cused persons, but it should go further and in

demnify those who are the victims of legal in—

justice.

The successful conduct of the office in Los

Angeles and other American cities is a complete

answer to the objections that have been urged.

The favorable comment of judges, lawyers, and

those in touch with the criminal courts in those

communities is significant. The trend of public

opinion is indicated by the efforts of legislators

throughout the country to create the office of

Public Defender. Nothing can stop the onward

sweep of the movement. Not only in the State

courts, but in the military courts, the “square

deal” idea is fast taking root. The recent pub

lished criticisms of trials by army court-martial

and the helplessness of accused soldiers indicate

the need for a reorganization of those tribunals.

Defense is a right, not a privilege. A denial

of the right of impartial hearing tends to

public scandal and the undermining of the

principles upon which our government is

founded.

The American sense of “fair play” will in

time demand the adoption generally of the Pub

lic Defender idea. It means greater respect for

the law and increased confidence in the criminal

courts. The Democracy of Justice is essential

to the march of human progress. The Public

Defender is a national necessity.

Substitute for Jury Trials in Civil Cases

By Percy Werner

DAILY paper recently reported the

ruling of a Circuit Judge setting aside a

verdict for $25,000 rendered by a jury in favor

of an injured employe. The learned judge

stated in a memorandum filed with his ruling

that he regarded the question of liability for

any sum exceedingly dubious at best, and that

he granted the motion for a new trial on the

ground that the verdict Was so excessive as to

indicate passion and prejudice on the part of

the jury. This ruling is by no means unusual,

but what was unusual was that the court, in the

course of a written memorandum filed in con

nection with his ruling, used the following lan

guage:

All of the grave discussion about the effect of in

structions on the jury, that they would be misled by

this or that, that they would understand this or that

m be thus and so, seems rather useless, if not amusing,

in view of the common experience that juries are

rarely influenced by instructions, if indeed they under—

stand them at all_ Instructions framed in phraseology

addressed to skilled and trained lawyers are hardly

likely to afiord much assistance to a common jury.

It may be stated, in this connection, that the

judge who made the ruling, and who wrote the

memorandum from which the foregoing quota—

tion is taken, is a judge of ripe age, of scholarly

attainments, with not only many years’ eXperi—

ence as judge in a trial court, but who has

served with distinction as a Justice of the Sn

preme Court of his State for a number of

years.

The statement of this learned and experi

enced judge (that it is “common experience

that juries are rarely influenced by instructions,

if indeed they understand them at all ”) chal

lenges the attention of every citizen who has

been taught that this country is governed by

law and not by men. Every thinking man

knows that the administration of justice is with

us the corner-stone of our government, that

confidence in the triumph of justice under the

law is of the very essence of the society we have

organized. If our people lose faith in the ad

ministration of justice under the law in this

country, they will have lost faith in our form

of government. This statement raises the ques

tion of the continuance of the jury as an in

tegral part of our system for the administra

tion of justice, so far as it relates to the trial

of issues arising out of private differences

which occasion the ordinary civil action. For

if it be true that a jury in civil cases is rarely

influenced by the instructions of the court as

to the law of the case, which usually is so in—

volved that it requires trained lawyers to under

stand and apply it to the facts of a given case,

then is the continuance of the system folly.

The jury system is of hoary antiquity. Its
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history is familiar to all lawyers. A jury con

sists of twelve men,—this because the number

twelve was in early ages supposed to possess

some magic quality. Because there were twelve

guides sent into Canaan to seek and report the

truth; twelve prophets to foretell the truth;

twelve Apostles to preach the truth; twelve

stones upon which the Heavenly Jerusalem was

built; therefore, some lawyer wittily said, when

ever twelve jurors agreed, the truth was un

folded. The composition has varied from time

to time, but the magic number has been re—

tained. At first the jury was entirely composed

of witnesses who found the facts upon their

own personal knowledge. Later, evidence was

allowed to be offered which the jury was at lib

erty to regard or disregard as it chose. Still

later the jury was required to find according to

the evidence of witnesses adduced before them,

and to be themselves without personal knowl

edge as to the facts. Finally, the requisite of

unanimity in a verdict was abandoned, and to

day a two-thirds agreement in a civil case is all

that is necessary in many States. So that it

may be seen that profane hands have already

been laid on the jury system.

The system grew up in England at a time

when the chief trials were for public offenses,

where there were many wicked persecutions by

the Crown, and where trials were often presided

over by corrupt judges who owed their appoint

ment to the Crown. Naturally the people re

garded and called the jury “the palladium and

bulwark” of their liberties, and such it was

under the monarchial form of government, as

it was the sole barrier to encroachment by the

government on the liberties of the people. And

today it would be a bold lawyer who would be

willing to say that, as to public matters, chiefly

criminal cases, in which the public is directly

concerned, a section of that public, convened as

a jury, should not be called to decide the simple

and single question as to the guilt or the inno

cence of the accused. It is as to private mat

ters, as to questions in which the public are not

directly concerned, as to the decision of ques

tions of fact out of which private differences

between citizens arise, and give rise to civil ac

tions, questions which today are exceedingly

complicated and intricate, disputed questions

of fact touching which lawyers spend months in

gathering pertinent evidence, evidence which re—

quires the jury to analyze, collate, deduce, con—

clude, which requires them to hear and under

stand numerous involved propositions of law

and their relation to each other and to the facts

of the case before them, to listen with discrimi

nation to able contending advocates, after which

they are required to retire into the privacy of

a jury room and apply the instructions as to

the law, which the court has read to them

(prepared as a rule by the opposing counsel

each with a view to his side of the case alone),

to the facts as they find them truthfully to be,

and then to pass judgment on the facts accord—

ing to the law and to render a vere dictuwa—it

is to this situation in our times and under our

form of government that the utility and effi—

ciency of the jury system in the dispensation of

justice is called into question.

It would be interesting to have a scientific

psychological study made of the question as to

whether it is humanly possible for a body of

men, composed as is the ordinary jury, to func_

tion as that body is expected to function in the

eye of the law. Practically, the writer has no

hesitation in stating his conclusion after nearly

forty years’ active experience with.the institu

tion, an ordinary jury in a civil case will or—

dinarily decide a case according to the law as

they conceive the law ought to be, unless their

feelings are too much aroused in favor of the

under dog in the fight to enable them to con

sider the law at all in their decision of the case.

A criminal case is a public matter, in the de

cision of which all the public are concerned. A

difference between two citizens is a private mat

ter, in which the public, except so far as pro~

viding the means for the peaceful and orderly

settlement of such differences, is not concerned.

To talk about the jury system as the “buttress

of liberty,” in this country where the people

control the government, and especially in con—

nection with civil cases, is the sheerest nonsense.

The resort to the system in civil cases must de—

pend upon its efficiency as an agency in the ad

ministration of justice. Is it promotive of jus—

tice in the matter of the settlement of private

differences? Is a system ethical that drags

private differences before the public, which asks

a section of the public to retire into the privacy

of a jury room and in secret session decide such

differences and then make up a public record

for all time of such private differences?
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All sorts of suggestions have been made for

improving the jury system: how to draw the

jury, who is to serve on the jury, how far the

judge may go in instructing the jury, whether

it shall be permissible to cross-examine the jury

by way of special interrogatories as to their

verdict, as to whether the requirement as to

unanimity shall be discarded. But the fun

damental question still remains, Is the system

ethical? The tragedy of reforms is that the

more you attempt to render ethical an institu

tion which is inherently unethical, the more you

postpone the abandonment of such institution.

And the tragic situation of lawyers is that they

are compelled to practice law according to a

legal procedure adopted and demanded by the

people, and then are condemned by the people

for not squaring their practice of law up to

some undefined popular notion of ethics. Does

the jury system in civil cases encourage petti

foggers, ambulance chasing, “ shystering”?

Does it tend to raise the standard of the bar?

Does it increase the confidence of the public in

the administration of justice in this country?

Does it conduce to respect for the law? These

are some of the ethical considerations.

There is further an economic side to this

question, involving the wastage of human eEort,

which is important. How many men in this

country are annually called from their work to

sit on juries—mechanics from their machines,

bookkeepers from their accounts, clerks from

their desks, farmers from their plows, etc., and

what is the direct and indirect pecuniary loss

resulting from such interruptions? Does the

public understand and appreciate the system

which it supports for the administration of

“ justice "P The cooperation of a keenly alive,

intelligent public with the lawyers in their

efi'orts to improve the administration of justice

and respect for the law in this country is

needed.

Whiskey and the Constitution

A comment by Edward Osgood Brown, Ezra-Judge,

Appellate Court, First District of Illinois

HOWEVER good a prohibitionist or be

liever in the referendum, the author of

the article on “Whiskey and the Constitution”

in THE PUBLIC of August 9 may be, he is evi

dently not a lawyer.

No “proclamation” can make a section of the

Federal Constitution unless two things are

true: (a) That the proposed “amendment is

within the amending clause of the Constitution

(Article V); and (b) that it has been ratified

by “the legislatures” of three-fourths of the

several States, or by conventions in three

fourths thereof.

Does Article V mean that amendments to the

Federal Constitution may be adopted which

are not germane to the original instrument or

to any of the powers “delegated to the United

States” by the original instrument? (See the

Tenth Amendment, which was adopted before

Rhode Island would ratify the original instru—

ment.) Can Congress, for example, propose

and three—fourths of the States bind the other

fourth (which may contain a majority of the

people of the country) to an amendment of the

Constitution which abolishes State lines and a

republican form of government and elects, let

us say, a centralized military dictatorship in

its place? If not, where is the line to be drawn?

Is the Eighteenth Amendment “germane” or

not?

Again, if the people of various States have

vested the legislative power of the State in a

representative body only in a very limited form,

and said that no action of that body shall be

final legislation until ratified by the popular

vote of the body of the peoples, have “ the legis

latures” of those States ratified the proposed

amendment until the referendum has been had?

I am offering no answer to these questions.

I am only suggesting them.

The Supreme Court of the State of Wash

ington has, however, answered the last one in

the negative. What the Supreme Court of

the United States will do I do not know. I am

willing, however, to make certain assertions

dogmatically.

One is that the makers of the Constitution

never supposed they were giving unlimited

power of change in the character of our social

organization to a possible minority of the

people of the country. Another, that an

amendment supposed to be adopted and so pro—

claimed may prove not to have been validly

adopted and in that sense “unconstitutional.”

And a third, that one may be a temperance ad

vocate, a total abstainer and even a prohi—

bitionist within the limits of a local community
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and wholly disbelieve in the justice, wisdom,

or expediency as well as the validity of the

supposed Eighteenth Amendment of the Fed

eral Constitution.
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Night in the Cell House

IER over tier they rise to dizzy height—

The cells of men who know the world no more.

Silence intense from ceiling to the floor;

While through the window gleams a lone blue light

Which stabs the dark immensity of night.

The guard comes shuttling down the corridor,

Felt shod, and ghostly like a shade of yore:

His key-ring jingles . . and he glides from sight.

Oh, to forget the prison and its sears,

And face the breeze where ocean meets the land;

To watch the foam-crests dance with silver stars,

While long green waves come tumbling on the sand . . .

My brow is hot against the icy bars;

There is the smell of iron on my hand.

—Ralpb Chaplin, in Leavenworth New Era.

Money Talks

AFTER listening to the charge made by the

police officer, the judge turned to the prisoner

and said: “Did I understand you to say you had

an alibi?" “No, your honor," replied the pris—

oner. “I’m a poor man and my lawyer wanted

$25 extra to furnish one."—Bridgemen's Maga

zine.

If..—

YOU will get behind this movement to democ

ratize the land if you have Christian in

stincts, if you are a good citizen, if you love men,

if you desire justice, if you believe in fair play,

if you want to swing wide open the door of oppor

tunity to all men—Harry H. Willock, in Com

merce and Finance.

“ Criminal” Handling of Crime

N0 dog goes mad from choice, and probably the

same is true of the great majority of criminals,

certainly in the case of crimes of passion. Even in

cases where self-interest is the motive, the im

portant thing is to prevent the crime, not to make

the criminal snitch—Bertrand Russell, in “Pro—

posed Roads to Freedom.”

The Retired Farmer

BEFORE we can solve the problem of the high

costs we must study the farm situation. In

stead of tempting the farmer to sell out, we must

make it worth while for him to remain a producer,

rather than become a retired farmer. The retired

farmers are the middle-aged or elderly gentlemen

we see who compose a considerable percentage of

the population of the rural villages and towns.

The Public
Twenty-second Year

They are found sitting on the benches, soap boxes

and sidewalk edges on a pleasant summer day or

around the stoves in the stores in winter, discuss

ing politics and other world problems and occa

sionally doing odd jobs of rounding up votes for

the city political bosses who come out once or twice

a year to fix up political fences.—F. F. Ingram.

The Stars Not Seen for Fifteen Years

HE has been here nearly fifteen years—and has

never seen a star. He has seen the sun in

all its glory and felt its heat fully many a year.

Even the silver rays of the moon, from time to

time, have treaded their shimmering path to his

cell. But in vain have his eyes looked for the

stars. Fifteen years—and not a star! Impossible?

No, not absolutely. The man in question has been

located in C cell-house all the years and on the

side which faces the west wing. In the morning

and at night he goes to his cell via the main hall

way. So after all it is possible. He hopes to

be released shortly and then he will again glory

in the beauties of nature. Sun and moon and stars

will encompass him, and Hope, his constant friend

during the time of his confinement, will point to

heaven and the sight of the myriad constellations

will be his reward—Leavenworth New Era.

Amnesty

NOW that war’s blood is cooled and men

May smile again,

Now that the war-choked world

Has onward whirled

Out of the acrid path

Of mad, mean wrath,

Surely the time has come.

Mercy, no longer dumb,

Shall speak and dungeon bars

Swing outward to the morning stars.

Within the pestilential prison-grime

Are men whose only crime

Was that they held the view

Of Him—the gentle Jew—

Who still is glorified

The while His teaching is denied.

And these folk are our own,

Our home-bred blood and bone.

The Captains of the Huns,

The Assassins of the guns,

The Hohenzollern sons

Are still untouched of chains;

But our own souls and brains

Are racked with rison pains.

Aye, even we polliite their breath

With foul disease and death. .

Deserved, or undeserved,

The god of Mars is served.

What boots it now to gloat

And hold men by the throat,

Choking their utterance when we

Cry that the world is free!

Sureli, it is the hour!

And iercy, wed with Power,

Shall wrench the risen bars

And win approva of the eternal stars.

—Edm1md Vance Cooke (N. E'. A.)
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The Economic Mess Over There

What Happened to Europe. By Frank A. Vander

lip. New York: The Macmillan Company. 1919.

H OW has the war affected the different coun

tries in Europe, and what is the outlook?

Mr. Vanderlip's "What Happened to Europe" is

a direct answer to this insistent appeal. It is not

an array of banking statistics; it is the net result

of observations made by a banker and a man of

wide experience. It is not a formal treatise; it

is a vivid statement of impressions received, hav

ing the epic quality of a first long and uninter

rupted talk by a friend who has just returned

from momentous scenes, and it has the same under

current of deep emotion.

From personal observation, and after confer

ences with leading statesmen and financiers, Mr.

Vanderlip describes conditions in England, France,

Italy, Spain, Belgium. He discusses the problems

that are typical of the situation everywhere,-—-par

alyzed industry, disorganized transportation,

chaotic currency. He deals understandineg with

the vexed question of credit. He presents the new

aspects of the labor situation with insight and sym

pathy. He makes contribution to the theory of

democratic government in his presentation of “The

Power of Minorities." And, finally, he proceeds,

with a forceful appeal, to express his views on

America's opportunity and responsibility.

There are people who will say that Mr. Van

dcrlip’s outlook is pessimistic. The picture he

draws is certainly disturbing. In England, the

financial situation is "difficult"; in France and Italy

it is "critical"; in the countries of Central and

Southeastern Europe it is “ desperate." But the

spirit of the book is not pessimistic. The picture,

with all its blackness, is just the background for

a clear and unhesitating call to this country to bear

its part in the stupendous task of remaking the

world. It is not pessimism to say that the man in

the water will drown if aid does not reach him.

It is not pessimism to say that the fire (from the

East) will sweep the block if left unchecked.

Mr. Vanderlip has come to believe that half the

woes of the world are directly attributable to

ignorance—more specifically, as he sees it, economic

ignorance. In England, on the side of the Work

ers, the brains of the country are being wasted.

So says an authority quoted, but he continues:

“One of the difficulties in this whole field of an

adjustment between capital and labor is that the

owners and managers of industry are so engrossed

with their daily business problems that they have

no time for a really scientific study of the subject."

The workers are ignorant and the owners have no

time! But notice this: “There is truly a new in

tellectual aristocracy growing up in England, fed

from the ranks of labor and having an outlook, an
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understanding, a sympathy, and withal a grasp on

the economic verities that marks the most promis

ing and significant development.” Is it to be

wondered at that this group of men, having brought

knowledge into alliance with actual life, should be

exercising a dramatically potent influence upon

public affairs in Great Britain? Is it not clear

that even in the United States knowledge and life

are too far apart? Is it not absolutely imperative,

if we are to take a leading part in the new world

that lies ahead, that we should have a new alliance

between knowledge and business?

FREDERICK J. Tnooaa'r.

The Defeat of Socialism

La Disfatta. del Socialismo. By Agostino Lanzillo.

Florence, Italy: Libreria della Voce. 1919.

WHEN we consider that Agostino Lanzillo is

a syndicalist enragé, we can easily see that

the wish is father to the title of his book, “The

Defeat of Socialism." Otherwise it would be dif—

ficult to explain how a man versed in sociology and

economics like Lanzillo could speak of the defeat

of a system that had not been given a fair trial

in any country in the world.

By the same token, it is hard to understand why

he should fall into the erroneous belief—a belief

shared by a good many people—that socialism

proved a failure when it did not prevent or stop

the Great War.

Apart altogether from the fact that Socialists

were in a pitiful minority in every country, and

therefore were incapable of appreciably affecting

the policies of any nation, Socialism could not have

prevented the Great War for the simple reason

that Socialism, real, true Socialism did not exist in

Germany. This is made perfectly clear by Lan—

zillo himself, who asserts that the history of Ger

man Socialism from 184-8 to August, 1914, consti

tutes “Ima mostruosa mensogna” (a monstrous lie).

The Teutonic mind is utterly unfitted for revo

lutions. Recent revolutions in Germany may seem

to contradict this, but we ought to bear in mind

that these are the result of national defeat. They

have been forced upon the German people by out

side forces and are not the result of an evolutionary

process in the Germanic mind. A striking proof

of the obtuseness and incapacity of the Teutonic

mind for socialistic reforms is the fact that Marx

had to go to England for experiences upon which

to base his theories. The erudite Germans dis—

torted the Marxian doctrine to suit their own ends,

having been cleverly hoodwinked by Bismarck,

who, by careful doling out of legislative sops, main—

tained the German working classes in a docile

attitude toward the militarist party.

The German Socialists never were internation

alists. Their leader Bebel never missed a chance

of saying that he was German first and Socialist

after, and as “Germans first" they looked upon

the war as a blessing to themselves, for a Teutonic
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victory would have increased the prosperity of

their country and by consequence their own.

Mr. Lanzillo claims that socialism has been de

feated because its adherents have become a politi

cal party and have adopted the compromising,

haggling, bargaining methods of other political

parties, in other words, because they are no longer

real Socialists.

It seems to us that Mr. Lanzillo is somewhat

impatient with the Socialists. He ought to remem

ber that even after nineteen centuries, during which

so-called Christians have endeavored, more or less

honestly and earnestly, to follow the teachings of

Christ, there is in our present day very little

Christianity in the world. Had be any right to

have expected that socialism, which offers no

heavenly rewards whatever, should have met with

success in less than one hundred years?

Manumo Josoum Loamv'rn.

Legalizing Industrial Pacts

An American Labor Policy. By Julius Henry

Cohen. New York: The Macmillan Company.

1919.

HILE Mr. Cohen’s recent work gives us

nothing distinctly new, it presents an ad

mirable summary of the argument for the con

stitutionalization of industry, the philosophy that

lies at the bottom of all the recent, significant in

dustrial advances in Great Britain. The enforce

ment of compacts between labor and capital, says

Mr. Cohen, has hitherto depended on the parties

themselves to the compact, not on any superior

sanction. The strike, the lockout, the discharge in

the present day can only be justified by that

same philosophy that until today prevailed in in—

ternational affairs; that is, that nations individu

ally and by war or the threat of it should see

that treaties be carried out, rather than by some

collective force (such as the League of Nations).

This is the philosophy of violence common to

the employer who hires and fires “to keep the

fear of God in his employes’ hearts " and to the

striker who endangers community welfare and

public safety. Mr. Cohen desires collective bar

gaining, but this is a system that makes each

party to the contract responsible for its share in

living up to the contract. He wants legislation

for industry by the combined action of employers'

groups and employes' groups and the enforce

ment of this legislation by the public. A program

to secure this must include, first, the enforcement

by all the legal agencies of the Government to

this legislation; second, proper machinery by

which either party may secure redress when the

enforcement of such agreements is thwarted;

third, the prevention of arbitrary power wielded

either by employer or employe.

Such a program as Mr. Cohen advocates would

probably constitute a satisfactory “ next step " in

industrial reform. As an ultimate solution it is

more doubtful, but perhaps we are not justified

in looking for ultimate solutions. The author

seems to be acutely aware of the necessity for

morale in industry, and like Helen Marot before

him, he deplores the lack of the creative impulse

in industry. The careful footnoting in this slim

volume attests to the scholarship of the author.

But it is unfortunate that the work should be

marred as it is by unwarranted tirades against

the Bolsheviki, a total lack of sympathy with the

work of the French unions, and an almost naive

credence to the promulgations of John Rocke—

feller, J r., Signor Orlando, and various chambers

of commerce. ' Lee H. Joacnm.

j -

NEWS
 

Education

——The teaching of “labor civics ” in schools,

through auditorium exercises and class instruction,

is urged in a statement issued by the Institute for

Public Service.

——The Knights of Columbus have offered 100

university and college scholarships to veterans of

the world war, irrespective of their religious de

nominations or beliefs.

—The recent mass meeting of Tokyo primary

school teachers to voice their demand for a higher

rate of pay caused the Mayor of the city to criti

cize their method of protest as a prostitution of

their “sacred calling."

—London is to provide municipal Shakespearean

performances for its school children. The decision

came about as a result of the proposal that the pre

sentation of classical and high class drama should

receive municipal support.

-——An evening course dealing with the problems

involved in the administration of the United

States income and profit taxes and the income tax

_of the State of New York will be given at Colum

bia University, beginning September 30. The in—

structor will be Dr. Robert Murray Hsig, associate

professor in the School of Business.

——-The Department of Extension of the Univer

sity of Texas is offering new courses in journalism,

which include a history of the profession of jour

nalism, with especial study of the ethics and prin

ciples of the profession, and a course in country

journalism intended for those engaged in news

paper work in small towns, or desiring to take up

the work, and who are unable to attend a school

of journalism.

—The Norwegian Nobel Institute at Christiania

announces that it has resolved to set up for inter

national competition the following subject: "An

Account of the History of the Free Trade Move

ment in the Nineteenth Century and its Bearing on

the International Peace Movement." The essays

can be written in English, French, or German, or
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in one of the Scandinavian languages. The author

of the essay will receive 5,000 kroner. His work

will then become the property of the Norwegian

Nobel Institute. The essays bearing an epigraph

and accompanied with a sealed envelope containing

the name of the author must be sent in to the Nor

wegian Nobel Institute, 19 Drammensvei, Christi

ania, before July 1, 1922.

Labor

—An opposition group composed of moderates

has sprung up in the Norwegian Labor party be—

cause of its decision to affiliate with the Moscow

International group.

—The Lynn Shoe Manufacturers' Association

and the United Slioe Workers of America com

pleted an agreement whereby more than 12,000

workers will receive a 15 per cent. increase in

wages, with a forty-four-hour week of five working

days.

—Mines in Pittsburgh and in Springfield, 111.,

were the scenes of labor riots resulting in a number

of casualties. The Pittsburgh riot was caused by

mine guards attempting to disperse miners who

have been on strike for six weeks, and the riot at

Springfield developed out of a protest against fines

imposed by operators.

—In his Labor Day message the President an

nounced that at the earliest date practicable he

would call a conference of representatives of labor

and those who direct labor " to discuss fundamen

tal means of bettering the whole relationship of

capital and labor and putting the whole question

of wages upon another footing."

—Bccause only capital and labor have been here

tofore considered in discussions of vital economic

questions Mr. Lane, Secretary of the Interior, in

a statement suggests that President Wilson should

call a conference of representatives of capital,

labor, industrial managers, and the public to meet

in Washington in the near future to discuss per—

plexing economic problems confronting the nation.

-—A plan for the reduction of the cost of living,

recommended by the Cost of Living Committee of

the New York State Federation of Labor in a re

port made after a series of conferences with repre

sentatives of capital, includes the suspension of

pending labor strikes on the basis of the status quo

for a period of six months, or until President Wil

son may make efi'cctive his fight to bring down the

cost of living.

——-James H. Maurer and A. Epstein, members

of the Pennsylvania Old Age Pension Commission

were taken 05 the steamship Lapland by Federal

agents on the 26th three minutes before the boat

sailed for Southampton. This is the second time

that Mr. Maurer has been prevented from sailing

for Europe. The purpose of the mission was to

make a survey of old age pension systems in the

leading countries of Europe.

—Actual control of the production activities of

Rock Island Arsenal harness shops, including ap

pointment of foremen and the determination of

prices to be paid workmen, has been turned over

to committees of the employes by the Secretary of

War, Newton D. Baker. Advocates of the Plumb

plan for the nationalization of the railroads of the

country asserted that this arrangement approxi—

mates the principles of the Plumb plan.

—The American Labor Party of Greater New

York in convention, August 28, passed resolutions

in favor of “giving all soldiers, sailors and marines

who are now, or were, in service during the World

War, and who are willing to live on and cultivate

them, the first preference to farms on the Western

railroad lands; and all other citizens of our coun

try desiring them to be given farms on these and

other available lands, instead of being relegated to

swamp, arid and cut-over timber lands; houses and

other buildings to be erected by the Government

and furnished to all desiring them at cost.”

—Formation of a political league among the re

turned soldiers and sailors, members of organized

labor, and other citizens, both men and women,

which would be similar in many respects to the

Nonparitisan League in North Dakota, is being

considered by several leaders of the largest trade

unions in Rhode Island, according to former Gov

ernor Lucius F. C. Garvin. Its name would be the

“Rhode Island League for Justice.” These leaders

feels, he says, that political reform in Rhode Island

through the Republican or Democratic party is

impossible.

—The Executive Committee of the steel work

ers, after a lengthy conference with Samuel Gom

pers and officers of the American Federation of

Labor, made public a letter to Elbert H. Gary of

the United States Steel Corporation notifying him

that a strike would be called unless an interview

was granted the union representatives within the

time limit previously fixed. Some of their basic de

mands are for the right of collective bargaining;

the eight-hour day; one day’s rest in seven; aboli

tion of 24-hour shifts; double rates of pay for all

overtime work and for work on Sundays and holi

days, and abolition of company unions.

Transportation

-—According to the District Secretary, 96 per

cent. of the railroad shopmen of the Chicago dis

trict voted against acceptance of the four cents an

hour wage increase announced last week by Presi

dent Wilson and Director General Hines.

—~Mayor Hylan wrote to Public Service Com

missioner Nixon demanding that he set aside his

order granting an increased fare and the zoning

system to the New York and North Shore Traction

Company, and threatening to place the matter be

fore Governor Smith if he failed to act.
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—-In a bill ofi'ered in the Senate by Senator Len

root, Republican, of Wisconsin, the unification of

all the railroads of the country is contemplated, to

be run under a single national system privately

owned and with participation in the profits by the

stockholders and employes. One of its outstanding

features is that excess profits, above 6 per cent. on

capital stock be divided, 4-0 per cent. of the amount

to go to employes, 80 per cent. toward improve

ments, through which the public would benefit, and

80 per cent. to the stockholders.

—The principles of the Warfield plan, under

which a minimum interest return of 6 per cent. on

railroad securities would be guaranteed through

a mandatory adjustment of rates by the Interstate

Commerce Commission, have been indorsed by "50,

000,000 persons owning or directly interested in

railroad securities," according to a memorial sub

mitted to the House Interstate Commerce Commit

tee by S. Davies Warfield, President of the Na

tional Association of Owners of Railroad Securi

ties.

——The Lloyd's Register in a report on the

present maritime position of all nations, says that

Britain once had more than two—fifths of the world’s

seagoing tonnage, 41.6 per cent., and the United

States less than one-twentieth, 4.46; now Britain

has slightly over one-third, 34.1, while the United

States has over one-fifth, 20.4 per cent, with cur—

rent building proceeding at a faster rate. Japan

has come into third place with 2,825,000, displac

ing Norway, and she also now takes fourth

place in current construction. The Dominions are

building more ships now than any other country

save the United Kingdom and the United States.

--William Jennings Bryan appeared before the

House Interstate Commerce Committee on the 29th

with a plan of his own for the future control of

the railroads. He advocated a “dual system,"

under which the Government would own and

operate one large trunk line, reaching into all

States, with the various States owning and operat

ing the portions of other roads within their boun

daries. Mr. Bryan presented his scheme as an

"alternative" to the Plumb plan, in which he said

he saw “many good things," but which he feared

because of a possible centralization of power at

Washington. "But if I had to choose between pri

vate ownership and nationalization, I would take

the risk of nationalization,” he declared.

Cost of Living

-—Lower prices of meat to the consumer are

promised as a result of a meeting between repre

sentatives of the New York State Association of

United Master Butchers, Inc., and the Federal

Food Administrator.

—The Wholesale Grocers Association came to an

agreement with Federal Food Administrator Ar

thur Williams on a fair margin of profit list, ac

quiescing in the margins set by the Fair Price Com

mittee which should constitute their profit in goods

sold to retailers.

—One of the first concrete results of the cam

paign against profiteering being conducted in

New York City was announced by Arthur Williams,

Federal Food Adminstrator, who said the man—

ager of the United Sugar Company had admitted

selling sugar at 14 cents a pound wholesale when

the fair price was 9% cents. The company agreed

to refund the excess profit.

-—Large quantities of foodstuffs are reported to

be stored in Argentine because of the lack of ship

ping. The supplies include 5,000,000 tons of

cereals and 800,000 hides.

—The New York State Reconstruction Commis—

sion, in its report to Governor Alfred E. Smith on

the problems of food production and distribution,

laid stress upon the additional cost of foodstuffs to

the consumer as a result of the lack of terminal

market facilities in New York.

—Declaring that the step is necessary to control

the business of the five largest packing com

panies, the Federal Trade Commission in a special

report to President Wilson recommends that the

operation of refrigerator cars, and of cars used for

transportation of meat animals, be declared a Gov

ernment monopoly. The big packers, the report

says, now own 90 per cent. of all the refrigerator

equipment in the country suitable for the transport

of fresh meat.

—The United States Council of National De

fense, through Secretary Baker, its Chairman, has

submitted to President Wilson and to Congress a

report on the high cost of living problem as sur

veyed by the council's Reconstruction Research

Division. The report indicates that the high cost

of living is due primarily to a curtailment of the

production of nearly all commodities except raw

food products, to the boarding of storage of food

products, to profiteering, and the inflation of cir

culating credit. The council recommended the re

pression of boarding and profiteering, the improve

ment and standardization of methods for distribut

ing and marketing goods, and the establishment of

means to keep the country informed regarding

probable national requirements and current pro

duction.

—Former Representative William Kent, as Pres—

ident of the National Market Committee to regu

late the meat packing and allied industries, has

issued a statement in which he expresses the hope

that the consumers of the country will carefully

study section 14 of the Kenyon-Anderson bill,

which "is based on the public abattoir and market

ing system of the City of Edinburgh, where men

who have any large or small amounts of live stock

can have their animals slaughtered, sold for them

on commission, and stored for a reasonable length

of time and are assured a chance to reach the con

sumer. To extend this system to canning and de

hydration of perishable vegetable food and to pro

vide for the curing of fresh meat that fails of a
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market, is but an extension of this idea. By the

inauguration of such a system, every community

would profit by local trade now destroyed by the

packer or any other monopoly."

League of Nations

—-President Wilson will leave Washington, Sep

tember 3, on a twenty—seven day tour of the prin

cipal cities of the West to make an appeal for the

immediate ratification of the Peace Treaty. He

will also speak on the labor disturbances and the

cost of living.

—-In a statement issued through the League to

Enforce Peace, Samuel Gompers, president of the

American Federation of Labor, declared that the

Peace Treaty with the League of Nations covenant,

which includes the labor sections, should be ratified

at once and without amendments.

—-Two resolutions, one by Representative Strong

of Kansas, and the other by Representative Roden

berg of Illinois, were offered in the House on the

29th, expressing the opinion of the House that

President Wilson should remain in Washington to

attend to official duties here in connection with

labor troubles and the high cost of living cam

paign.

Industry

—The attempt to preserve a democratic form

of government and an autocratic form of industry

side by side is blamed for the present industrial

unrest in this country by Dr. Roy W. Sellers, pro—

fessor of philosophy in the University of Michigan.

—Report comes from the Consul General of

Stockholm, Sweden, that a law has recently been

enacted which provides that agreements for the

amalgamation of banks must be submitted to and

approved by the Government before becoming

efl’ective. -

—Italy has decided to devote special attention

to the question of industrial experiment stations

and of technical education. The necessity for such

action, writes the Trade Commissioner at Rome in

Commerce Reports, is made more urgent by the

adoption, in many industries, of an eight-hour day.

If the working day is shortened to eight hours, in

creased efficiency in manufacturing methods must

be brought about if production is to be maintained.

—The Commerce Reports of August 2 states

that the coal output of the Moscow mine district

increased from 600,000 tons before the war to

760,000 tons in 1918. The Donetz district, which

normally produced 19,000,000 tons a year, was

taken by the Reds in the beginning of 1919, but

had already been partly ruined by the Cossacks.

In spite of the present possibilities for new pro

duction, the coal shortage of the Bolshevists is

very serious, owing to the destruction of the rail—

road.
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Legislation

—Attorney General Palmer announced that the

nation will remain dry under wartime prohibition

until the treaty of peace is ratified and peace for

mally proclaimed by the President.

——The initiative and referendum Constitutional

amendment will be invoked for the first time at the

next session of the Legislature by the Massachu

setts Forestry Association, in an efiort to have the

State purchase and develop idle lands.

——Rear Admiral T. J. Cowie of the Pay Corps

of the navy has prepared a bill for consideration

by Congress for increasing the pay of all ofiicers

and men of the armed service of the Government.

Under the bill, all officers, active and retired, of

these services would receive an increase of 80 per

cent. per annum, and the pay of all enlisted men,

active and retired, would be increased 50 per cent.

—The Petroleum Committee of the Mexican

Senate presented on the 27th a report on legisla—

tion regulating Article XXVII. of the Constitution

of 1917, which nationalizes oil lands, and at the

same time laid before the Senate a draft of law

eliminating all retroactive effects of the proposed

oil legislation. This is a concession for which for

eign oil interests have been contending.

—In a warning to the Senate against undue

haste in passing the pending Oil Land Leasing bill,

Senator LaFollette, Republican, Wisconsin, said

that he would support a measure that would pro

vide for government control and operation of the

“basic things necessary to the life of organized so

ciety." Senator Walsh, Democrat, Montana, read

a letter from Joseph A. Phelan, oil examiner of the

Shipping Board, saying that the delay of Congress

in passing the Leasing bill "is enriching the Stand

ard Oil Company by millions of dollars."

Public Ownership

~—The Hunan provincial government (Chinese)

is operating the largest silver-lead mine in China,

according to the United States Department of

Commerce.

——The municipal authorities of Paris, France,

have met the six-day week demand of 1,700 clerks

employed in the municipal grocery stores, which

will hereafter close from Sunday noon to Monday

noon.

——The Belgian Government has decided upon

the electrification of all the railways in the king

dom, beginning with the Antwerp-Brussels and

Brussels-Luxemburg lines. When the first lines are

completed it will be possible to go from Brussels

to Antwerp in 25 minutes and trains will run every

15 minutes.

—The fishing industry which is owned by the

State of New South Wales now operates six

modern deep sea fishing trawlers equipped with

cold storage plants. Cold storage supply depots

are constructed at suitable places along the coast



966 Twenty-secondYearThe Public

 

and the fish are marketed through State fish depots

or shops at prices considerably less than those

charged by independent sellers.

Sufirage

—An estimate based on partial figures for the

employment of women during the war in Germany

shows between eight and nine millions employed.

—A special correspondent to the New York

Even-ing Post says that so many English women

have become confirmed smokers that it has come

to be accepted that if the women passengers do

not object every compartment becomes a “smok—

ing car.”

—-Governor Bamberger of Utah announced

that a special session of the Legislature would

be called for September 29 to ratify the suf—

frage amendment. Fourteen States have already

acted. Minnesota and New Hampshire are sched

uled for special sessions on September 8 and 9, re—

spectively.

—A community sewing room, a community

valet room, a community laundry and community

kitchenettes are to be included among the features

of a mammoth hotel for business and professional

women which it is planned to erect in New York

City. Rooms in the hotel will rent for an average

rate of $25 a month, and may be obtained either

furnished or unfurnished.

—Miss Elsie V. Mann, a stenographer, has been

chosen president of the $80,000,000 corporation

known as the National Leather Company, which

will take over the Swift & Co. tanning interests.

Swift 8: Co., shortly after the report of the Federal

Trade Commission in which practices of the pack—

ing firms were severely criticized, announced that

it would get rid of its leather interests by organiz

ing a new company with the same stockholders.

Public Health

-—A million-dollar Health Department building

will be erected in New York Ciity, and according

to Health Commissioner Copeland, it is promised

to be the best of its kind in the world.

—In a leaflet issued by the Children's Bureau

on “Income and Infant Mortality" the percentage

of deaths in families where the father's earnings

amount to $550 and under is reported to be 151.4,

as compared with 64.8 where the income is $1,250

and over. This rate is based upon total births of

23,780.

—-Newark, N. J., is the most healthful city in

the country for babies, according to information

given in statistics in a report issued by the Bureau

of Child Hygiene of that city. The reduction in

Newark’s death rate, from 123 per thousand in

1910 to 77.1, is credited to the work in child

hygiene.

—The August issue of The American Child pub

lishes a resolution passed by the Second Pan

American Child Welfare Congress to create an

International American Bureau for Child Welfare

which shall be the centre of study, of action and

propaganda in America of all questions referring

to the child.

Foreign

——In a dispatch by the Associated Press the Na—

tional Liberals of Germany are booming Field

Marshal von Hindenburg for the presidency in the

first elections to be held under the new constitution.

—Louis D. Brandeis, Associate Justice of the

Supreme Court of the United States, who recently

visited Palestine in an unofficial capacity, sailed for

the United States from Plymouth on the 28th. He

may give the results of his tour of the Holy Land

in an address in Chicago.

—The former Count Johann Wilhelm von Loew

enel Brandenburg Hohenzollern, 49 years of age,

a resident of Detroit since 1911 and a nephew of

former Emperor William, has changed his name to

Vaughn Lionell. Mr. Lionell has his first natural

ization papers and says he “is through" with his

European relatives.

—The Government's report on immigration into

the United States shows that 141,132 arrived dur

ing the twelve months ended with last June as

compared with 110,618 of the fiscal year 1918.

The report further shows that out of the 141,182

immigrants of the fiscal year just closed 28,844

were Mexicans, or more than twice as many as

came in from that country in the fiscal year 1914.

—A dispatch from Helsingfors says the Russian

Soviet Government has nationalized the estate of

the late Count Tolstoy in order to preserve the

memory of Tolstoy. The dispatch adds that the

Government has invited the members of the Tolstoy

family to enter the service of the Government and

reside in the castle and manage a projected institu

tion for the enlightenment of the people.

-——In a letter to Fred McAver of Chicago, who

called at the White House with a delegation which

urged that orders be issued for the return of the

drafted, or emergency enlisted personnel of the

American Expeditionary forces in Siberia, com—

manded by Major Gen. Graves, the President re

plied that newly enlisted men are being sent to

Siberia to replace the emergency troops, but that

it is not the intention to withdraw American forces

from Siberia at this time.

—-Three million, four hundred and six thousand

persons pay an income tax in Great Britain, ac—

cording to an official government report. One hun

dred and forty-eight persons have incomes of

$486,666 per year and over. Two million, one hun—

dred and sixty-three thousand received incomes of

$1,216 and under. Incomes of less than $779 per

annum were reported by 2,490,000 persons. Of

these 1,590,000 were relieved of taxation by al

lowances.
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General

———The statistics branch of the War Department

reports that up to August 18, 8,209,289 troops had

been discharged, approximately 860,000 emergency

troops remaining to be discharged.

—Five million Germans have filed with the Cen

tral Bureau of Immigration applications for per

mission to leave the country. The majority of

these are turning their eyes toward South America.

A large number also have indicated their desire to

settle in Palestine.

——-The will of Andrew Carnegie disposes of an

estate estimated at between $25,000,000 and $80,

000,000. The residuary estate of about $20,000,

000 goes to the Carnegie Corporation. Direct pub

lic bequests of $960,000 are left to institutions, and

annuities which will take $268,000 a year go to

friends, associates, relatives, and persons of pub—

lic prominence.

 

THE WORLD BETRAYED AT SO MUCH PER CENT.

Did Hi h Finance start the war in order to exterminate

all men 0 a high moral type? Three pamphlets, 25 cents.

Humanity First (P), Xenia, Illinois.
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“SOVIET RUSSIA”
THE OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THE RUS

SIAN SOVIET GOVERNMENT BUREAU

 

" Soviet Russia " was founded to counteract the

campaign of misrepresentation that is being waged

against the Workers' Government of Russia.

\‘Vith this object in view, the weekly issues of

“Soviet Russia" present original material on

the economic, social, educational, industrial, and

other conditions of the established government in

European Russia today.

Already thirteen issues of “ Soviet Russia "

have come out. For one dollar we shall send you

a complete set of these copies, containing many

official documents, facsimiles, wireless dispatches,

and other matter not obtainable elsewhere.

At All Newsstands, Weekly, Price Ten Cents

Subscription Price, $5 per year; $2.50 for six

months

 

Address “SOVIET RUSSIA”

Room 303

110 West 40th Street, New York, N. Y.

 

Special Attention is called to No. 1.! of "Soviet

Russia," which appeared last week, and which con

tains, among other interesting features, a long and

authoritative military article, "The Military Sitmn

lion in Soviet Russia,” from the pen o] the (‘rlebrated

military covert, Col. B. Houston 801:.

 

 

 

NATIONAL NONPARTISAN LEAGUE

A bundle of literature on the League and

its achievements. Price 50 cents. Educa—

tional Department,

NONPARTISAN LEAGUE, St. Paul, Minn.

 

 

H. H. TIMBY,

Just Published.

CAESAR'S COLUMN, by Ignatious Donnelly,

new edition. Paper, 60c postpaid. Send for Ba:

gain List.

328 W. Superior, Cleveland, Oh
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By FRANCIS NEILSON

Tn OLD Funnels

Each $11K) net; postpaid $1.10

PUBLISHED av B. W. HUEBSCH. New YORK

THE SCHOOL THAT STUDIES I.le

The Train!" lohool for Community Workers

Boorliinisod on the Cooperative Plan

JOHN COLLIER, Director

In an eight months' course the School prepares

students to meet the dem‘gnd for trained workers in

Oomnunltiel, Industrial olfsre Organisations, Pub~

lic Schools, Churches and Colleges. Also oilers short

courses for t ed workers already in the hold and

for volunteers.

Address [or [all information

1118! A. A. MM“, Boom I001. 'IO m Ave.,

New York City ~

Sargont’s Handbook of

American Private Schools

A Guide Book for Parents

A Standard Annual of Reforonco. Describes critically

and discriminateiy the Private Schools 0! all classi

l‘icationuv

Comparative Tuhlcs give the relative cost, size, ago,

special features, otc.

Introductory Chapters review interesting developments

of the year in education.-—Modorn Schools, War

Changes in the Schools, Educational Reconstruction.

What Progressive Schools Are Doing. Recent Educa

tional Literature, etc.

Our Educational Service Bureau will be glad to advise

and write you intimately about any school or class

of schools in which you are interested.

Filth edition, 1919, revised and enlarged, 765 papa,

3.1.00. Circulars and sample pages on request.

PORTER E. SARGENT, 14 Beacon St.I Boston, Mass.
70 Fifth Avenue

WANTED—Number 5 of the first volume of The Publl

This number is dated May 7th, 1898. We want to purchus

also, a complete volume of Number 1, bound or unbound.

THE PUBLIC

Book Department New Yo: 


