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vania Railroad and by the Cincinnati,
Hamilton & Dayton. Boss Cox, the
manager of southern Ohio politics, is
too shrewd a man to have overlooked so
good an opportunity for vitalizing Re-
publican politics with commercial op-
portunities. Consequently a dead set has
been made by a corporation of which
Cox is the guardian angel, for the
transposition of the canal bed into a rall-
way right-of-way.

The first successful step consisted in
securing authority from the legislature
to build a tow-path track for “electric
mules”—a system of trolley traction for
canal boats. A first class trolley road
was the result. But the speed of the
“glectric mules” was limited by the law
to four miles an hour, and the trolley
could not be used for railroading.
However, the camel’s nose has got into
the Arab’s tent, and now it is proposed
to remove the speed limit and to au-
thorize the “mule” track to cross from
bank to bank. A bill permitting this has
been before the present legislature, It
was defeated because the C., H. & D.
road detected the presence of the Penn-
sylvania' under Boss Cox's friendly
skirts, and met the Pennsylvania's cor-
ruption fund with one as large. All the
Democratic members voted against the
bill; although it is reported that two or
three of them were barely saved from
selling themselves through the acecident
of encountering & C., H. & D. bribe to
vote right, which was exactly as big as
the Pennsylvania bribe that had almost
seduced them into voting wrong.

Another effort to carry this measure
for turning over canal beds to railroad
companies is to be made, it is said, and
this time the Pennsylvania lobby prom-
ises prizes blg enough to make the most
virtuous pocket gap.

Those Republicans of Cleveland who
really want good government but were
fooled by Hanna and Herrick into filling
their legislature with grafters and cor-
poration tools, have begun to realize
that it was a gilded brick that these
high priests of monopoly pawned off
upon them. Their local school system is
menaced now by spoilsmen, and there is
a probability that their control over
their local public utilities will be wholly
taken away from them and placed in the
hands of a State commission whose sal-
aries are to be paid by the corporations.
This bill was drawn by the attorney
for the Cleveland street car system, it
was introduced by a country member
last week, and it is believed to be backed
by a boodle tank of unusual dimensions.
The bill was not introduced until
the Cleveland courts had dissolved an
injunction against the three-cent-fare
street railroad which Johnson is trying
to establish,

It is probably the last play of the
Hanna street car combine of Cleveland;
for it is hardly probable that this ex-
treme exposure of their own hand would

have been made had any other recourse
remained.

While this carnival of Republican cor-
ruption goes on, Mayor Johnson ob-
serves the transformation scenes with
complacency,realizingthatafterall there
can be but one climax, and that the dis-
comfiture of the corrupters of all grades
and the crooks of both parties is in the
end inevitable,

In his own party he is making special
efforts. The telegraphic reports that he
has united with McLeanareutterly false.
No one who knows his consistent atti-
tude toward Democratic politics in Ohio
can suppose for a moment that he has
made peace with McLean; and there is
ho other basis for the reports than his
opposition to indorsing Hearst (or any-
one else, for that matter), and the aceci-
dent of an agreement on that solitary
point between some of his friends on the
State committee and some of McLean’s
friends there.

Those who know Mr. Johngon best
know that his opposition to endorsing
‘Willlam R. Hearst for the Presidency is
too easily accounted for on rational
grounds to need any such éxplanation
as that he has either united with Mc-
Lean or looked with favor upon the “‘re-
organizers.”

Among Mayor Johnson's visitors on
the 11th and 12th was L. F. C. Garvin.
governor of Rhode Island, who stopped
for a visit on his way to Chicago, where
he is to speak on the 13th at the banquet
of the Iroguois club. Much local gossip
was excited by this visit, upon the sup-
position that it had reference to push-
Ing one or the other-forward for the
Presidential nomination. The fact is,
however, that both Johnson and Gar-
vin are attending to their public duties
and allowing Presidential nominations
to take care of themselves.

The visit was purely personal. As
both men are old single taxers, however,
its personal intimacy was rather deeper
than 1s usual with a mere sacial or po-
litical eall.

L. F. P

NEWS

Week ending Thursday, April 14,

In connection with the Russo-
Japanese war (p. 9) nothing espe-
cially notable was reported dur-
ing the week until the 13th. An
official contirmation, from Japan-
ese sources, of the retirement  of
the Russian troops across the Yalu
river into  Manechuria had been
made on the Hth by Mr. Hayashi,
the Japanese minister to Korea,
whooflicially informed the Korean
foreign oflice on that day that the

Russians had crossed the Yalu
and that the Japanese were in full
possession of the Korean frontier
along that river. But on the 13th
dispatches from St. Petersburg
told generally of a great sea bat-
tle raging at Port Anthur, and
specitically of the loss of the Rus-
sian Vice Admiral Makaroff, who
went down with his flagship, Pe-
tropavlovsk, and over 700 men.
Theship struck a mine, and almost
immediately turning “turtle” she
carried down pearly every one on
board. Only 5 officers and 32 men,
out of a crew of 80{), escaped. Vice
Admiral Makaroff was in com-
mand of the Pacific station.
Russia was reported on the 12th
to have renewed her demands upoir,
China (vol. vi, p. 791), that the Chi-
nese troops be withdrawn from the
Manchurian frontier.

The possibilities of a conflict be-
tween France and Great Britain,
incited by international complica-
tions in connection with the Russo-
Japanese war, but growing out of
irritating colonial disputes be-
tween France and Great Britaim
themselves, seem to be generally
regarded by the London newspa-
pers as having been removed by @
treaty made on the S8th between
France and Great Britain relative
to their respective colonial claims.
This treaty covers six geograph-
ical points of dispute. It recog-
nizes French claims with reference
to Morocco. and British claims
with reference to Egypt: it con-
redes French rights in West Africa
and British rights in Newfound-
Iand: and it provides for amicable
adjustments as to Siam and the
New Hebrides.

The New Hebrides form a group
of islands in the Pacific ocean to
the east of Australia, about 15
degrees south latitude. By =a
Franco-British treaty of 1887
these islands have been under the
government of an extra-territoria¥
commission composed of French
and English naval officers on Pa-
cific xtations. Civil and eriminal
jurirdiction as regards British
snbjects was provided for by a
British order in Council in 1893;
and a similar deeree as respects
French eitizens was made by the
French government in 1901, Twor
French trading and mining com-
panies have been at work in the
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wlands, and serious land title dis-
pitess have arisen ~between the
Freme-h and Britjsh inhabitants.
Theae are to be decided by a joint
ecomamission to be appointed by
the two governments under the
weaty just signed.
fome portions of Siam, another
of the subjects of this Franco-
British treaty, have beena French
protectorate since 1893. An ar-
rangement was made in 1896 be-
tween France and Great Britain
whereby they guaranteed to Siam
the integrity of the territory em-
braced in the basing of the Megam,
the Meklong, the Pechaburi and
the Bangpakong rivers, together
with the coast from Muong Bang
Tapan to Muong Pase, including
also the territory lying to the
north of the Menam basin, be-
tween the Anglo Siamese border.
the Mekong river, and the eastern
watershed of the Me Ing. It is
needless to say that this guaranty
of territorial integrity was, -an
usual, for the benefit of the two
European powers rather than the
protection of the native people.
But friction has resulted, and the
present treaty is to determine
amicably between these powers
the precise meaning of the treaty
of 1896 with reference to the mat-
ters in dispute.

Regarding Newfoundland, an-
other subect of .this new treaty,
the island is under British juris-
diction; but by the treaty of
Utrecht, 1713, France retains
some fishery rights which she hifs
ingisted upon as exelusive, there-
by perpetuating ill-feeling amon
the inhabitants and disturbing
amicable relations between the
two European powers. Under the
treaty just reported, France re-
linquishes her claims to exclusive
fishery rights, in consideration of
indemnities to the private owners.
Rome additional adjustments of
disputes are made.

8o mueh of the new treaty asre-
lates to West Africa is supplemen-
tal to the Franco-British treaty of
1R9R-99. which provided for the de-
termination of the respective pos-
ressions and spheres of inflnence
(rol. i, No. & p..10. and No. 11. .
10 of these two Powers in that
part of Africa. By thissupplemen-
tary adjunstment France acquires
access to the Zambesi viver where
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it is navigable by ocean-going ves-
sels, she secures certainislands on
the Lagos coast, and she is to have
the benetit of such a readjustment
of the frontier line between the
river Niger and Lake Tchad as will
open up to her a fertile country
her ¢laims to which Great Britain
has Litherto disputed.

Egypt and Morocco are the
other portions of Africa to which
this Franco-British treatyrelates.
Great Britain has occupied Egypt
for a quarter of a century under
pledges to withdraw when a stable
Egyptian government should have
been established there. Franee
has not been inclined fo look with
satisfaction on the failure of Great
Britain to redeem these pledges.
But by the treaty now reported
France appears to acauniesce in the
British occupation of Egyptin con-
gideration of Great Britain's ap-
proval of the French pressure
fvol. iii, p. 152, vol. vi. p. 152) upon
Moroeco. Inmmaking their conres-
sion regarding Moroeco the Brit-
ish exact of France an agreement
not to erect any fortifications on
the Moroceo coart bet ween Melilla
and the month of the Sebn river.
it being the object of the British
in thir respeet to retain exelngive
control of the mouth of the Medi-
terranean.

Reports of another collision of
German troops with Heroros in
German Southwest Africa (vol. vi,
p. [09) have been received. It or-
enrred at Oksharui on the 2d, and
lasted more than three hours, The
Heroros were at last driven off,
leaving 92 dead behind them. The
German losses were 33 killed and
16 wounded.

The British expedition into Thi-
bet (p. 9 was virtunally approved
by Parliament on the 13th, After
a debate, the use of Indian troops
in connection with the “political
misgion infe Thibet” wag sanc-
tioned by a vote of 270 to 61, Mr.
Balfour. the premier, explained in
the course of the debate that the
mission has noulteriorobjectsand
that the last thing the Ministry de-
siresisfoaddto its Indian frontier
responsibilities, A dispateh from
(Col. Younghushand, the leader of
the expedition, was read on the
floor by Mr. Broderick., It was {o
the effect that Col. MacDonald. in
comniand of the escort, reached

his goal, Grangtse, Thibet, on
April 11, without the losg of a
man, and that the Thibetans,
highly demoralized; were tleeing
from the Gyangtse valley.

An incident of the Mexican war
with the Yaqui Indians (vol. v, p.
171) recalls the fact that this con-
flict of generations still drags its
bloody length along. The chief of
the Yaquis, Manuel Guavesi, wha
was identified among prisoners
captured early this month by the
Mexicans in an engagement near
Bolomote, was shot off-hand by his
captors under orders from the
captain in command.

The war in Colorado (vol. vi, p.

22) has reached the stage of a
conflict between the judicial and
the military authorities of the
State. Upon the arbitrary arrest
and deportation of Charles H.
Movyer, president of the Western
Federation of Miners, by the mili-
tia at Telluride. Judge Theron
Stevens, of the distriet conrt at
Ouray. issued a writ of habeas cor-
pus for Moyer, directing it to Gen.
RBell and Capt. Wells, in whose cus-
tody Moyer was alleged to be.
They refused to obey the writ:
whereupon, on the 11th, Judge
Stevens imposed a fine upon them
for contempt and issned anattach-
ment for their arrest. In taking
this action Judge Stevens spoke
from the bench, saying—

A grave question is presented as to
whether it is the striking miners or the
Governor of Colorado and the national
guard that are engaged In insurrection
and rebellion against the laws of the
State. If there is to be a reign of mili-
tary despotism in this State and civil
auhority is to have no jurisdiction. the
latter might as well go out of business.

Referring to Judge Stevens’s aec-
tion, Gov. Peabody is reported
from Denver assaying:

We shall not recognize the attach-
ment writ, neither shall we obey it, and
Adjt. Gen. Bell and Capt. Bulkeley Wells
will not report in court. The military
is not subject to writs of attachment or
injunctions. If we recognized the ac-
tion of Judge Stevens there would be no
reason why any justice of the peace
could not exercise equal authority and
issue writs controlling movements of
the military, and thus rendering martial
law absolutely impotent and inoperative,

Gen. Bell's reported comment was
an follows:

If Sheriff Corbett takes us to Ouray
Jdt will-have to be over the dead bodies



