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EDITORIAL

The Bryan Boom.

From friendly sources in some degree, but also
from unfriendly ones, there are efforts to thrust
William J. Bryan into the contest for President
of the United States as a candidate. Mr. Bryan
himself has treated wilh contempt such of these
efforts as come from hostile sources, and in so far
as they spring from friendly purposes he has
strenuously urged their immediate abandonment.
His latest request to that effect was made no
longer ago than the 14th, when he urged friends
of his who were organizing a Bryan League in
Iowa, not to do so. These demonstrations of the
friendly kind are inconsiderate. Whoever really
knows Bryan, knows that he is not in any sense or
in any way a candidate for the Presidential nom-
ination. They know, moreover, that his nomina-
tion would impose upon him a personal burden,
and his election a heavier one, which nobody has
any right, under existing circumstances, to ask
him to assume. -
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That a moment might.come when, with no other
alternative than Bryan’s nomination or party
defeat or worse, he could fairly be urged to lead
the democratic masses against plutocracy once
more in a Presidential contest, cannot of course
be denied. No one is able to tell in these times
of political transition and turmoil what a day or
an hour may bring forth. But no such time has
vet come, and no such alternative is as yet probable.
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Under those circumstances the efforts to bring a
Bryan candidacy into discussion can hardly have
any other effect that to distort the critical situation
if a necessity for Bryan’s nomination should un-
expectedly arise, and meanwhile to embarrass him
in his performance of public services of a far
higher order than would probably be possible for
him as a candidate for the Presidency or as Presi-
dent. While the circumstances remain as they are,
Bryan's unmistakable and well founded wishes,
which his enemies will not respect, ought at any
rate to be respected by his friends.
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Licensing Journalists.

It is not very long since the newspapers were
making fun of barbers and blacksmiths for seek-
. ing legislation enabling them to keep the incom-
petent -out, as lawyers and doctors and dentists
do in their professions. But now there is
a newspaper movement of the same kind. A recent
issue of The KEditor and Journalist states that the
Pennsylvania State Editorial Association has de-
cided that journalists should be licensed and that
a State board should be appointed to examine and
pass upon their qualifications. This Association
goes so far as to draft a bill, for introduction at
the next session of the Pennsylvania legislature, to
provide for the creation of such a State depart-
ment of journalism. To make their measure more
nearly perfect in its absurdity, it should provide
for the licensing of writers of “letters to the cdi-
tor”; and possibly also for requiring newspaper
subscribers to take out licenses. Perhaps, how-
ever, the Pennsylvania licensing plan is neither as
absurd nor as innocent as it seems on the surface.
It may have the political crooks hehind it.  The
licensing of journalists might be a short cut to
reviving the old autocratic svstem of a “licensed

press.”
& &
Lawlessness in San Diego.

Scrappy newspaper reports from San Diego have
indicated from time to time that an extraordinary
reign of riotous crime has prevailed in that Cali-
fornia city for several months. The truth about it
all is not vet sufticiently clear to warrant a conclu-
sion as to who the criminals are, but the evidence
begins to reflect in the strongest kind of way upon
the local authorities.  Governor Johnson ordered
an inquiry, sending a special commissioner to San
Dicgo to make it: and his commissioner has now
submitted a report, which, judging by so much of
it as has percolated through the press dispatches,
finds reason for drastic action against the local

The Public

Fifteenth Year.

authorities by the State authorities. The whole
affair seems to be one of the most sinister of all
the indications of a violent class war which has
yet come to the surface anywhere in this country.
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Public Transportation Terminals.

Calvin Tomkins, the Dock Commissioner of
New York, made a proposition before the New
York State Food Commission a few days ago.
which should not be forgotten and the adoption of
which might well be prayed for and worked for.
The inquiry was on the subject of high prices for
food and with special reference to retail markets.
“All of the railroad and steamship terminals of the
port,” said Mr. Tomkins, “should ultimately be
converted into public terminals publicly controlled.
Private control of terminals means private license
to exploit commerce, industry and the needs of the
community. The city should seek to provide rail-
way terminals at the most convenient points around
the harhor, so that car deliveries may be made
direct and expensive drayage through the streets
avoided. - Why should produce received at the Des-
brosses street terminal of the Pennsylvania rail-
road be trucked to The Bronx and South Brook-.
lyn when direct car deliveries can be made to these
outlying boroughs? At the same time that prod-
ucts are being hauled from lower Manhattan to
Harlem, huilding materials (including coal, iron,
sand, brick and lumber) are being hauled from
Harlem to lower Manhattan as a consequence of
the exclusive but unnecessary occupation of the
waterfront by the railroads in lower Manhattan.
Tocal retail markets, like local postoffices, dis-
tributed about the city at convenient points, may
he found necessary as adjuncts to the wholesale
terminal markets above referred to. In my judg-
ment these wholesale terminals should be munici-
palized, and it will be easy to do this in most
cases since they can be made self-sustaining enter-
prizes from the start.”” This proposition is a sound
one. Goods terminals in a city are in the high-
cst degree monopolistic. If given over to private
ownership, they are in principle, substance and
effect, licenses from the public as a mass to plun-
der the public in detail.
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It we would fain learn something of the Infinite,
we must not sit idly repeating the formulas of other
men and other days, but must gird up our loins anew
and diligently explore on every side that finite realm
through which still shines the glory of an ever pres-
ent God for those who have the eyes to see and the
ears to hear.—John Fiske.



