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cedure under the new-fangled
method of judicial usurpation
known as “government by injone-
tion.” But in the course of his de-
cision he displayed his own cluas
animus.  “Members  of  unions
have no individuality,” aaid he;
“no free course. They are under
contract like slaves and they must
do the bidding of their master—-
the union. Members of union la-
bor are worse off in this than were
their colored brothers of the South
before emancipation.” That kind
of sentiment is bred in the atmos-
phere of plutocratic social clubs.

“It is a unique spectacle,” said
a labor orator, arguing for ship
‘rubsidies before a Congressiona)
committee the other day, “to see
Labor coming to Congress to
plead the cause of Capital.”
Unique it may be, bat not remark-
able. Capital buys ecven labor
orators when it needs them; and
of labor voters it alwayvse keeps an
abundant and varied supply in
stock.

Booker T. Washington pathet-
ically appeals to the pulpit and
the. press in behalf of his perse-
cuted race. “Is it not possible,”
he asks. “for pulpit and press to
speak out against these burnings
in a manner that shall arouse a
public srentiment that will compel
the mob to cease insulting our
. courts, our government, and our
legal authority, ecease bringing
shame and ridicale upon our
Christian eivilization?? TUnhap-
pily it is not possible. The press
of the country has become “the
advertisers’ own,” and Negroes
are not of much account as adver-
tisers, As to the pulpit, few
preachers are sensitive tfo the
wickedness of any burnings at the
- stake that have not yet become
mellow with age. Thosre that are
&0 sensitive and speak theirminds
are pretty certain to loge their pul-
pits: for the pulpit. like the press,
is more under the influence of in-
human race and class hatreds
than of anything which with the
least regard for verbal propriety
can bhe called Christian civiliza-
tion.

Once in awhile some bold
preacher thanders against the
wickedness of the clusses that
domipate society, Among these
the Rev. R. A, White, the Univer-
salist minister of Chicago, may
be quoted. He denounces all
law-breaking, including “the
respectable law-breaking class—
the men who in popular definition
rank a8 ‘good citizens; " and has
expressed his suspicion that the
real danger to  seciety lies not
with the habitual criminal class
but with *“the respectable law-
breakers.” Mr. White is quite
gpecific in this just denuneiation;
but then, as he is not an orthodox
clergyman, it may be that he can-
not properly be included among
vlet‘F_\'ulen wlho are Christians
even to martyrdomn in spite of
the paganistic worldliness of
their churches.

Among respectable law-break-
ers, Judge Dunne, also of Chicago.
classes the wealthy who draw
huge unearned incomes from the
growth of the city, yet keep the
city in a disgracefully poverty-
stricken condition by dishonestly
dodging their just taxes. “While
the eity of Chicago is one of the
wealthiest communities in the
United States,” he déclared at the
banquet last week of the Com-
mercial Club, “and while its ¢iti-
zens powsess property of incalen-
lable valne, amply sufficient an n
basis for all the needs of the
State, county and municipal gov-
ernments, it is the dirtiest, mos!
ill-kept, ill-elad and poverty-
atricken municipality I have ever
known of. Both conuty and State
are in a constant state of mendi-
cancy. This results mostly from
dishonest tax-dodging on the parr
of wealthy citizens and wealthy
corporations.” In this connection
Judge Dunne pointed at the coun-
ty commissioners asg conniving at
these respectable erimes by refus-
ing to comply with the law hy pub-
lishing the tax lists. He said:

Within the last 30 days the chairman
of the County Board publicly declared
that the county could not comply with
the law requiring the publication of
the tax assessors’ lists on account of
the want of income.

This may be true,

but if I were in his place the assessor’'s
lists would be published if every other
arm of the pgovernment, except the
poorhouse, the hospital and the jail, had
to be closed. As long as these lists
are suppressed tax dodging' will con-
tinue. If there is anything on earth
that will stop tax dodging it is publie-
ity. In my humble opinion, if the as
sessors’ lists had been published, as the
law requires, neither the city nor the
county would be in the abject condi-
tien of poverty which now disgraces
them.

Another subject to which Judge
Dunne called attention in this
speech  invites  consideration
wherever throughout the country
the abuse exists. We refer to the
custom
courts of the poor as to foster the
wale of justice. Judge Dunne
spoke without reserve:

The justice court system that pre-

vails in this community would be a
disgrace to Turkey. A system which
compels a judicial magistrate to de-
pend for his living upon the fees paid

him by the plaintiffs in litigation is so-

scandalous as to ery to heaven for re-
dress. Aristides the Just, if selected
as a justice of the peace In the city
of Chicago, would not be able to retain
his reputation or appellation one year
after his appointment. The fact that

any of the justices of the peace in the

eity of Chicago have preserved any sort
of a reputation for fairness under this
infamous system is a standing testi-

monial to their high and exalted in-

tegrity.

It may not be generally known,
but it is a fact that'in one partic-
ular this infamons practice pre:
vails in the judicial system of the
United States. We refer to the
practice in enforcing extradition
treaties.,  When arrests under
these treaties are made it is by

rarrant from United States
Court commissioners. The pris-
oner is brought before the com-
missioner issuing the warrant,
and he, as a judicial officer, in-
quires into the presumptive evi
dence of the crime. As the foreign
government seeking to enforce
extradition may select any United
States commissioner at gdisere-
tion, and as the selected commis-
sioner must look for his pay tothe
foreign government that selects
him. no very vivid imagination is
needed to understand why it is
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that almost invariably sufficient
judicial grounds for extradition
are digcovered by the commis-
sioners. It is doubtful if any ad
verse deeirion has ever been ren
dered except in the case of the ab-
sconding Irishman at Indianap-
olis just before last Fall’'s elec-
tions; and Senators Hauna and
Beveridge are reputed to have
taken a political and personal in-
terest in that case,

Another telegraph messenger
strike is on in Chicage. These
messengers  get the munificent
pay of half a cent each for deliver-
ing messages, and, like Oliver
Twist, they have the impudence
to ask for more. But it is not of
the merits of their strike that we
-would speak. We wish rather to
call attention to the moral deg
radation to which these children
are subjected in order to earn
dividends for pious investors in
human flesh and blood and souls.
The circnumstances are sufficiently
indicated by the following pathet-
ic extract from an address put out
by the messengers’ union upon
learning that girls were to take
their places:

Mothers, your girls face grave dan-
gers when they become carriers of tele-
grams. Messengers are’ compelled to
go into all sorts of places. Even the
most reepectable may be dangerous to
a gitl. Men think tney can say any-
thing to a little girl that is carrying
messages. The girls may not be in-
jured by going out in the street and
meeting all sorts of people and things,
but they soon become slangy and ac-
quire the ways of messenger boys. The
little girls that.work near Newshoys'
alley are made almost as tough as the
boys by their experience. I know that
many girls are forced by conditions
over which they have nothing to say
to carry messages, to sell papers and
to go into saloons and other bad places,
but I hope that you mothers will make
an extra effort to save your daughters

from the many pitfalls that will be set’

for giris who carry messages. Besides
placing yovr-girls in a dangerous posi-
tion by letting them take our jobs they
are being used to defea. us. We are
only fighting for just principles. Mes-
senger boys must fight everybody and
everything, Their life is a hard one;
too hard for a girl. We are made fun of
in the funny papers. They say we are
slcw and of no arcount, but many boys
carry messages to support their mothers.
We get half a cent for every message,

which we think is not enough, and we
shall some day ask for higher pay. Then
the company will want to hire your girls
to take our places. We hope you won't
allow it for your sake, for the welfare of
your, daughters and for our sake,

Children with musical or dramat-
ic talent have been forced off th+
stage by “prevention of cruelty to

childven” societies; but messagc

carrying for telegraph companies,
at all hours of day and night and
into all kinds of places—well,
“philanthropic societies are "not
organized to interfere with busi-
ness.”

‘A new departure economically
has been taken by the Ross minis-
try of Ontario in counection with
1hé constrnction and operation of
the Tamiskaming railway. This
railway is wholly an affair of the
Provincial government (vorre
sponding to a State government
on this side of the line), which i
building and is to operate it aw
a government highway. It runs
north from North Bay atation, on
the Canadian Pacific railway, to
New Liskeard. on Lake Tamis-
kaming, and thence still north-
ward to a junction with the new
transcontinental line, the Grand
Trunk Pacific, at a point near Lake
Obitibe. Probably it will then be
extended to Moose Factory, on
Janles Bay, at the Ontario tide.
water. The action of the Provin-
cial ministry to which we refer
above, relates to town rites at sta-
tions along the line. The subject
is presented in the leading edito-
rial of February 23 in the Toronto
3lobe, the leading Liberal paper
of Canada, which approvingly

‘says:

Of all the new departures of an eco-
nomic kind initiated by the Ross admin-
istration, none are more far-teaching in
their effects, more equitable In their
character, or more certainly profitable in
their operation than the provision made
In the Temiskaming rallway bill of this
session for the designation and control
of town gites along the line. If the rail-
way from North Bay extends no farther
for the present than the point of junc-
tion with the trans-continental railway
undertaken by the Dominion, there will
be several important town siteg and not
a few sites of villages about the stations.
Presumably the Provincial legislature
will apply the same principle to the towns

and villages along the trans-continental
railway, the total length of the two lines
within the more favorable areas for set-
tlement being not less than 700 or 800
miles. It will be found on a moderate
estimate that, over and above the value
the town sites would have if sold as
farm property, there will be an entirely
new source of public revenue, produc-
ing at least a million dollars a year and
lasting a generation. The meth-
od of procedure prescribed by the meas-
ure now before the Legislative Asgembly
is simplicity itself. The great bulk of
the land along the line of the rallway is
still vested In the crown. In the case
of a proposed town site on such land
power is given to the government to
transfer by order of Council to the Rafl-
way Commission, as trustees for the
Province, such land as may be deemed
suitable fn the vicinity of “stations or
proposed stations.” But many of the
surveyed lots along the line of railway
arenowowned by private persons, and in
the case of a town site on such lands
the commiseion is authorized to'acquire
the neceesary area in the same way as it
acquires 'land for right of way or sta-’
tion grounds, that is to say by negotia-
tion, with expropriation as an alterna-
tive. It is interesting to note that these
town sites are not to be included under
the charge created in favor of the holders
of the bonds issued by the commission,
and taat the revenue from the sale of
town lots is to.bg regarded as a part of
the income of the commission. tobe spent
on the “preservation, improvement and
maintenance’” of the railway. Ordinar-
ily all such revenune has been hereto-
fore diverted into the pockets of private
gpeculators. '

It is not improbable that when
these sites are secured steps will
be taken to amend the law so as to
prohibit the gale df lots, thereby
securing for the Provincial rev-
enues an annual and inereasing in-

«ome from themn for all time.

THE CHICAGO STREET CAR QUES-
TION. :

In about four weeks the people
of Chicago are to vote (p. T03) on
the question of immediate munice:
ipal ownership and operation of
the cily street car system.

By “immediate” is not meant,
as  those who try to darken
counsel profess to think it means,
that public ownershp and opera-
tion are to be expected the next
day after an aflirmative vote, nor
the next week, nor month. nor
vear. It means that an affirma-
tive vote will be a popular divec
tion to the municipal authorities
to proceed immediately, in good



