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them with the number reported as
engaged in agriculture we shall have
to reduce the estimated average earn-
ings by something over $20, making
the average labor income of those en-
gaged in agriculture less than $214.
This would be still further reduced
had we considered the amount paid
as taxes on farm property.

To obtain the annual increase in
the value of farm property, the cen-
sus has taken one-tenth of the
amount representing ‘the difference
in the value of farm property as re-
ported in the censuses of 1890 and
1900. As there was no increase but
a decrease in the value of farms and
improvement from $21.31 an acre in
1890 to $19.82 in 1900, the increase
in the value of farm property at the
last census is the result of the
inclusion of property not enu-
merated in 1900. According to
the census there was an in-
crease in the number of farms
from 4,564,641 in 1890 to 5,739,657
in 1900, with an increase in acreage
from 623,218,619 acres in 1890 to
811,201,546 in 1900. This unpre-
cedented increase forms the only ba-
sis for the claim that the census in-
dicates unparalleled agricultural
prosperity. .

Much of this increase results from
the settling of new lands, but a very
large proportion is fictitious.  Aec-
cording to the census there was an
increase in farm acreage in Illinois
of 2,296,451 acres. In Ohio the in-
crease shown is 1,149,577 acres. Here
in Cook county, which is practically
Chicago, according to the census
there is also a remarkable agricul-
tural development, the increase in
farm acreage amounting to 19,718
acres. This i3 over 30 square miles
of territory, and if in one tract would
occupy an extent of over 6 miles long
and 5 miles wide. How do they get
it?> Why, by enumerating as farms
all the potato and cabbage patches on
city lots. Even the Pingree potato
patches in the district in which the
writer resides were enumerated as
farms. Enumerators were paid 18
cents for each tract thus enumerated,
while thev received but 4 cents for
each death reported and were re-
quired to hunt up the attending phy-
sician and obtain his statement of
the cause of death. They seem to

have got in everything that could
possibly be enumerated as a farm,
though their report as to mortality
was very defective. The census
schedule of 1890 did not admit the
enumeration as a farm of any tract
of less than 3 acres unless there was
a product to the value of $500 actu-
ally sold from it. Larger tracts were
also excluded unless they required
the labor of at least one able-bodied
man for the year.

It is absurd to suppose that there
could be any considerable increase in
farm acreage in old settled States

‘| like Ohio and Illinois. On the con-

trary there must have been an actual
decrease through the growth of cities
and towns and the appropriation of
land for residence and manufactur-
ing purposes. '

The inclusion of a largernumber
of small tracts as farms at the pres-
ent than at the former census tends
to decrease the average size of farms,
and the fact that this average has in-
creased from 136.5 acres in 1890 to
146.6 in 1900 is accounted for by the
increased number of “bonanza
farms.”

The census reports 47,276 farms
of 1,000 acres and over—the aver-
age size being 4,237.3 acres—making
a total of 200,324,045 acres in farms
of 1,000 acres and over, and almost
one-fourth of the entire farm acre-
age of the United States, which is
reported as 841,201,546 acres. In
1890 there were but 31,546 farms of
1,000 acres and over. The average
size was not reported.

While there seems to be no reason
to question the correctness of the
census reports as to great farms, the
reported increase in the smell ones
is largely fictitious. If there is
prosperity among the farmers, then,
as the census figures are said to show,
it must be among the bonanza far-
mers, and not among the small ones.
Not the land farmer, therefore, is
prospering, according to the census,
but the land monopolist.

HENRY L. BLISS.

NEWS

To perfect the arbitration agree-
ment in compromise of the anthra-
cite coal strike (p. 438), a delegate

convention of anthracite coal miners’
unions met at Wilkesbarre, Pa., on
the 20th. The convention had been
called on the 15th for the purpose
of acting upon a unanimous recom-
mendation of the executive boards of
districts 1, 7 and 9 of the Mine Work-
ers’ Union of America, “that all mine
workers nqw on strike return to their
former positions and working places
and submit to the commission ap-
pointed by the President of the Uni-
ted States all questions at issue be-
tween the-operators and mine work-
ers of the anthracite coal fields.”
When' the convention met there
were 662 delegates in attendance,
the basis of representation being one
delegate from each local union for
every 100 members.

Mr. Mitchell opened the proceed-
ings with a speech, in the course of
which he made the following signifi-
cant suggestions with reference to
reciprocal relatiens between the coal
miners’ unien and the coal trust in
the future:

For our opponents we entertain no
feeling of malice. While they have
maligned our characters, impugned our
motives and sought the victory by
methods which we should scorn to use.
yet on this day when we have secured
an avenue of redress, on this day when
the realization of our hopes and ambi-
tions seems near, when the prospect
of a brighter and happier future seems
assured, we should hold out to them
the hand of friendship and ask them
to join us in providing for such busi-
ness relations as shall for all time es-
tablish peace .and tranquillity in the
coal fields. The day is past whengreat
organizations of capital can maintain
the false position that their employes
shall be denied the right to organize
into compact bodiesand speak through
the organization of which they are
members. We recognize the right of
capital to consolidate, to federate and
to speak and act through its organi-
zatiom, but in according these rights
and privileges to capital we demand
and shall assert the same privileges
for those who toil. Between the com-
bination of capital, on the one hand,
and the organization of labor on the
other, there should be and need be 00
irreconciliable conflict; each is a fac-
tor in the economic development of our
civilization and the application of busi-
ness judgment and plain common sense
by each would enable them to workit
harmony.

No definite action was taken by
the convention on the first day of its
session, but on the 21st, afteralong
debate over a minor question, the
convention accepted the propo
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compromise. The resolution, which
was adopted unanimously, is as fol-
lows in full:

) ‘The Hon. Theodore Roosevelt, Wash-
ington, D. C.—Dear Sir: We, the rep-
resentatives of the employes of the
various coal companies engaged in
operating mines in the anthracite coal
fields of Pernsylvania, in comvention
assembled, having under consideration
Your telegram of Oct. 15, 1902, ad-
dressed to John Mitchell, president of
the United Mine Workers of America,
which reads as follows:

I have appointed as commissioners Brig.
Gen. John M. Wilson, E, W. Parker, Judge
Geotrge Gray, E. E. Clark, Thomas H. Wat-
kins, Bishop J. L. Spalding, with Carroll D,
‘Wright as recorder. These names are ac-
<epted by theoperatorsand'Imow earnestly
ask and! urge that the miners likewise ac-
<ept this commission. It is a matter of
vital concern to all our people, and espe-
cially those in our great cities, who are
least well off, that the mining of coal ghould
be resumed without a moment’s unneces-
sary delay. .

We have decided bo accept the propo-
sition therein embodied and submitall
questions at issue between the opera-
tors ard mine workers of the anthra-
cite eoal region for adjustment to the
commission which you have named. In
pursuance of that decision, we shall
report for work on Thursday morning,
QOct. 23, in the positions and working
places occupied by usprior to the inau-
guration of the strike. We have au-
thorized John Mitchell, president of
the United Mine Workers of America,
with such assistants as he may select,
to represent us in all lrearings before
the committee.

The compromise agreement hav-
ing been now accepted by both sides,
President Roosevelt issued a call to
the arbitration commission to meet
at Washington on the 24th at 10
o’clock.

Coincident with the settlement of
the coal strike in the United States
came wews of the end of the civil
war in Hayti. Since our last previ-
ous account of this convulsion (p.
362), several battles have been re-
ported. One occurred at Limbe on
the 17th of September, in which the
government troops under Gen. Nord
were said to have been defeated.
Gen. Nord subsequently recovered
his position at Limbe, but on the
11th of October was said to have been
again defeated and to be retreating.
In a battle on the 12that Montroiue,
the revolutionists successfully re-
sisted an attack; and on the 16th gov-
ernment troops were marching on
Gonaives, the revolutionary head-
quarters, while the revolutionary
leaders were evacuating the place
and fleeing the country.” This is re-
garded as marking the end of the

revolution, but its sudden collapse is
wholly unaccounted for by the dis-
patches. There may or may not be
significance in the mnews reports
from Washington about a month be-
fore the collapse, which were to the
effect that the American government
had decided to intervene and insist
upon an immediate declaration of
peace. It seems, furthermore, that
on the 14th the American minister
to Hayti took the initiative in secur-
ing a concert of action on the part of
the diplomatic corps in proposing a
cessation of hostilities in order.to ar-
range for peace. About the :zame
time the United States cruiser “Cin-
cinnati” arrived, and three days
later the revolutionary leaders aban-
doned their capital apparently with-
out resistance and left the country.

When we last reported the revo-
lutionary conflict in Venezuela (p.
3%77), President Castro was believed
to be in a serious position and re-
treating from Ocumare, in Bolivar,
before the insurgent troops after de-
feat in battle. On the 14th, how-
ever, it was reported that he had
routed the insurgents at La Victoria
and saved Caraccas. This report
was followed by others of a highly
sensational character, which told of
the prolongation of the battle from
the 13th to the 18th, and of the
flight of the revolutionary army un-
der Gen. Matos. The insurgents
were :aid to have suffered casualties
to the number of 3,000. But later
advices, though from insurgent
sources as the others were from gov-
ernment sources, are to the effect
that the insurgents had merely
abandoned the field after finding
that they could neither capture La
Victoria nor draw President Castro
into open fight. That the battle was
not decisive is vouched for by the
American minister.

On the other side of the ocean and
acrors the Afriean continent the
“mad mullah,” whose mysterious
title appears frequently in the
newspapers, has won a victorv over
the British in Somaliland. British
Somaliland lies on the southern
coast of the Gulf of Aden and
touches Ahvescinia on the northeast.
It is a British protectorate with a
consul general. The “mad mullah,”
Haji Mohamed Bui Abdullah by
name, is a native Mohammedan
priest, the son of a Somali shepherd,
who claims to be the successor of the
Mahdi whose following Gen. Kitch-

ener slew at Omdurman (Vol. i, No.
23, p- 9; Vol ii,, No. 87, p. 8). The
“mad mullah” had assumed a hos-
tile attitude toward the British pro-
tectorate, announcing that he in-
tended to rule the interior of the
country himself, while leaving the
coast to the Europeans. Thousands
of natives joined his standard, and
in March, 1900, he attacked an Abys-
sinian expedition which had been
sent against him. His attack was so
ferocious that although the Abyssin-
ians repulsed him, they feared to
follow up their victory. - But in the
Spring of 1891 the British arranged
a joint expedition with Abyssinia
against the “mad mullah” under the
command of Col. Swayne. After
several engagements Col. Swayne
encountered the mullah near Has-
san Ughaz, July 17, 1901, and de-
feated him with severe loss, ef-
fectually scattering his forces as was
then supposed. About the middle of
November of the same year it was re-
ported that the mullah had fled with
some of his followers into Italian
Somaliland. But it now appears that
he had not left the field to his Brit-
icsh enemy. On the 6th of the pres-
ent month he completely routed Col.
Swavne at Erego. killing 50 of his
men and wounding 100 more.
Swayne was, at last reports, tryving to
retreat, but was in a trap. The Brit-
ish government have ordered troops
from India to relieve him.

Peaceable warfare over the tariff
question has been in progress in the
German reichstag (p. 280) since it
reconvened on the 6th, and is now
approaching a climax. The discus-
sion of the tariff bill proposed by the
government began on the 16th, and
test votes were taken on the 21st.
The government on these votes suf-
fered defeat by 194 to 145 on one
proposition and 187 to 152 on an-
other. The minority was composed
of National Liberals. Socialists and
Radicals. while the victory waz won
by the landed interests, which de-
mand a high protective tariff on
grain.

The British parliament reassem-
bled on the 16th after the Summer
recess (p. 295), and the opening
scenes were marked with much dis-
order over the Irish question. Pat-
rick O’Brien moved that one day be
devoted prior to Christmas to the
discussion of the Irish erisis caused
by the suspension of civil rights in
many Irish counties (pp. 362, 377,
433). His motion was opposed by



