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company store scheme of this and other
big corporations.

Curtis:—The compuny still continues to
run iis business inits ewn way, regardiess
of criticism. It deciines to recognize any
union or other organization: it employ s
both unien and nonunion laber on equal
terms, jus: as it cmp.oys representatives
of ail races and religlons—Catholics, Prot-
estants, Jews, Gentiies, Marmors and pa-
gans, works them vight hours and a haif a
day and pays them a scale of wages adoplt-
ed In conference wWith commillees Teptes
senting the men,

Facts:—The company does recognize
the union, How could it help doing so?
The men in the tonnage departments of
all parts of the mill work on the Pits-
burg scale, which is a sliding scale, fixed
by a conlerence of owners and members
of Shaffer's organization (the Amalga-
mated Iron Workers, [ believe it is).
The company could not profitably make
stee] rails or merchant iren in any oth-
er manner, and in this department it
certainly employs only “card” men. It
“recognizes the union,” if I understand
the meaning of that expresszion.

Curtis:—It provides not anly hospitals,
but  libraries, reading  reoms,  lecture
couraes, schouls, converts, manual training
teachers, gymnasiums, plavgrounds and
varlous other educational institutions and
amusemenis, at its mis and mites; but
requires the men to pay thelr share of the
expense,

Comment:—It has always been a won-
der to me why the company did not
pay its proper share of school tax, and
take the consequences, as all other eiti-
zens have to do. This is the only place
where a private corporation is permit-
ted to interfere with the conduct of the
public echools. - Can it be only for the
benefit of the schools?

Curtis:—The sanltary and medical service
at 1:8 milis and mires iz porformed by 42
salaried surgeons, ard cach employe js
taxed one dollar a month to pay a part of
the expense. That cntitles kim and his
famliy to medical attendance and all the
other privileges offered.  Last year 852,820
patlents were treated.

Comment:—The company employs
about 16,000 persons. This means that
every person in the employ of the com-
pany was treated for something or other
during the year five and one-eighth
times. But many persons were naot
treated at all. Most of the treatment
was for accidents. It would appear from
this that accidents are singularly numer-
OUus.

Curis:—Tte soclological department is
Alfn unider the supervision of Dr, orwin,
but under direct charge of Walter Mor-
rill, and ig very comprehensive in its work,
The corporation providrs schaols in all jts
mining camps and mills, and has a corps
of teachers who have been educated espe-
cially for the work. For example, every
teacher has spent two weeks at the 8t
Louls exposition this summer, at the ex-
penege of the company, studying particu-
larly the educatlonal and sociolagical ex-
hibits; and each has been required to make
a report upon them and their application
to the schoels and benevolent work of the

company.

Facts:—The corporation does not pro-
vide schools in all the mining camps
and mills. There are only two mills—
not that many. It's nearly like Josh
Bililngs' hatrack, It had two pegs.
One was broke off and the other was
lost out. Now while this work of the
company is really a good one, the meun
iurnish the money, They pay it in for
hospital dues. There is so much more of
it than is necessary to conduct the hos-
pital that some of it is used for other
purposes. To collect money for one pur-
pose and use it for another goes against
the grain: and if labor unions do not
protest against it they ought to.

Recently many Japanese have been
brought to Pueblo to find places in the
works. Americans will not work in such
a place till they are driven to it by lack
of employment elsewhere. 1 have no
statistics. as to the average lergth of
time an employe stays with the steel
works. I fear no such statistics exis®.
But from a personal observation as o
length of time men stay at the stecl
works and the length of time they stay
at work on a railroad grading camp. 1
should say that the time is about the
same, Sratistice show that the average
time a man stays on a railroad grade
is eight days. A good man once told me
that labor at the steel works was only
a little better than “bumming;” that
the only difference was that in “bum-
ming” you were not always sure of a
place to sleep at night, whereas at the
works you were sure of a place 10 sleep
at nizht, but at the end of the month
you had no money—you had only had
during the month enough to eat, and
you could always get that at “bum-
ming.”

I have no desire to criticise the works,
but I think that some competent and
trustworthy person ought to he given
a chance to describe the true inwardness
of that whole concern. Tt never hag ap-
peared to me to be a really legitimate
business enterprise. [ suspeect that it
is more a stock gambling concern for
the benefit of New York speculatars.
OTTO F.THIU M.
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Week ending Thursday, Dee. &.

The third session of the iNth
Congress of the United States be
gan on the 5th with Speaker Can-
non in the chair of the Honse, and
Nenator Frye, as president pro
tem,, presiding in the Nenate.
Bevond the introduction of nu-
merous bills and the adoption of
resolutions  of respect to the
memory of the late Senators Hoar
and Quay, no business was done in
either House. On the 6th the prin-

cipal work done was listening to.
the official reading of the I'resi-
dent’s annual message,

Beginning with the statement
that while our “noteworthy pros-
perity™ as a nation “is of course
orimarily due to the high individ-
nal average of our citizenship,
taken together with our great
natural  resources,”  President
Roosevelt's message declares that
“an important factor therein is.
the working of our long continued
governmental policies,” of the un-
derlying principles whereof, “the
people  have emphatically ex-
pressed their approval” and “their
desire that these principles e
kept substantially unchanged, al-
though of course applied in a pro-
aressive gpirit to meet changing
conditions.”

Proceeding from this introduc-
tion the message discusses the in-
dustrial question at great length
in various aspects, especially with.
reference to organized labor and
organized ecapital. Organization
of labpr is defended, subject to in-
terference by State and national
governments, in their respective
spheres, in cases of lawlessness.
For great corporations national
supervision s urged, and strict
laws against diserimination on
railroads is recommended. “The
government must,” sayvs the mes-
sage, in this connection, “in in-
creasing  degree supervise and
regulate the workings of the rail-
wuys engaged in inter-State com-
meree, and such inereased super-
vision is the only alternative to
an increase of the present evils
on the one hand or a still more-
adical poliey on the other. In
my judgment the most important
legislative aect now needed as re-
gards the regulation of corpora-
tions ix this act to confer on the
Inter-State Commerce Cominis-
sion the power to revise rates and
regulations, the revised rate to at
onee go into effect and to stay in
effect unless and uitil the court of”
review reverses it.”

To the question of nrban pover-
ty considerable space is given in
the message, and Congress is ad-
vised to make of Washington a
municipality which shall be x
model for all others regarding
methods of ameliorating the suf-
fering and degradation of poverty.
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D)isenssing this subject the mes-
suge proceeds:

The death rate statistics show a terri-
ble increase in mortality, and especially
in infant mortality, in overerowded ten-
ements, The poorest families in tene-
ment housesg live in one room and it ap-
pears that in these one room tenements
the average death rate for a number of
given cituies at home and abroad is abont
twice what it is in a two-room tene-
ment, four times what it is in a three-
room tenement and eight times what it
{s in a tenement consisting of four
rooms or over, These figures vary
somewhat for different cities, but they
appreximate in eac¢h city those given
above; and in all cases the increase ot
mortality, and especially of infant mor-
tality, with the decrease in the number
of rooms used by the family and with
the consequent overcrowding is start-
ling. The slum exacts a heavy toll of
death from those who dwell therein;
and this is the case not merely in the
great crowded slums of high buildings
in New York and Chicago, but in the
alley slums of Washington. In Wash-
ington people cannot afford to ignore
the harm that this causes. - No Chris-
tian and civilized community can afford
to show a happy-go-lucky lack of con-
«<cern for the youth of to-day; for, if so.
the community will have to pay a terri-
ble penalty of financial burden and so-
«cial degradation in the to-morrow.

. The Congress has the same
power of legislation for the District of
‘Columbia which the State legislatures
have for the various States. The prob-
lems incident to our highly complex
modern industrial civilization, with its
manifold and perplexing tendencies
both for good and for evil, are far less
sharply accentuated in the city of Wash-
ington than in most other cities. For
this very reason it is easier to deal with
the various phases of these problems in
‘Washington, and the District of Colum-
bia government should be a model for
the other municipal governments of the
ration, in all such matters as super-
vision of the housing of the poor, the
creation of small parks in the districts
inhabited by the poor, in laws affecting
labor, in laws providing for the taking
care of the children, in truant laws
and in providing schools.

In thix connection the message
recommends for Washington, ju
venile conrts, a systematic investi-
gation into and improvement of
housing comditions, and compnl-
sory school attendanee,

After dealing with such depart-
mental matters ax the work of the
Department  of  Agricultare, in
cluding  the drrigation of  arid
Iands: the forest veserve poliey,
the Indian problem, and the pos.
Tal service, the message disposes

of the currency question as fol-
lows:

The attention of Congress should be
especially given to the currency ques-
tion and that the standing committees
on the matter in the two Houses charged
with the duty take up the matter of our
currency and see whether it is not possi-
ble tu secure an agreement in the busi-
nesg world for bettering the system,
the committees should consicer the
question of the retirement of the green-
backs angd the problem of securingin our
currency guch elasticity as s consistent
with safety. Every silver dollar should
be made by law redeemable in gold at
the option of the holder.

To this is added the following brief
recommendation  with reference
to ship subsidies:

1 especially commend to your immedi-
ate altention the encouragement of our
merchant marine by appropriate legis-
lation.

Immigration, naturalization, hon-
est elections, and Alaskan condi-
tions are then considered and fol-
lowed with an explanation of the
President’s foreign policy.

In dealing with matters of for-
eign policy, the message stands for
what it describes as peace with
justive, and on the question of
regulating the affairs of other
peoples says:

All that this country desires is to see
the neighboring countries stable, order-
ly and progperous. Any country whose
people conduct themselves well can
count upon our hearty friendship. If a
nation shows that it knows how to act
with reasonable efficiency and decency
in social and political matters, it jt
keeps order and pays its obligations, it
need fear no interference from the
United States. Chronie wrongdoing. or
an impotence which results in a gen-
eral lovsening of the ties of civilized
society, may in America, as elsewhere,
ultimately require intervention by some
civilized nation; and In the western
hemisphere the adherence of the United
States to the Monroe doectrine may
torce the United States, however re-
luctantiy, in flagrant cases of such
wrongdoing or impotence, to the ¢xer-
cise of an international pulice power.

The message coneludes with an
expression on the Philippine gques
tion, after devoting some atten-
tion  to the rights of citizens
abroad, and the strengthening of
onr navy. Of the Filipinox the
NICRSHEe S vs:

The Philippine pecple, or, to speak
more accurately, the many tribes. and
even races, sundered from one another
more or less sharply, who go to make

up the people of the Philippine islands,
contain many elements which we have
a right to hope stand for progress. At
present they are utterly incapable of
existing in independence at all or of
building up a civilization of their own.
I firmly believe that we can help them
to rise higher and higher in the scale
of civilization and of capacity fcr sell-
government and I most earnestly hope
that in the end they will be able to
stand, if rnot entirely alone, yet in some
such relation' to the United States as
Cuba now stands. This end is not yet
in sight and it may be definitely post-
poned if our people are foolish enough
to turn the attention of the Filipinus
away from the problems of achleviog
moral and material prosperity, of work-
ing for a stable, orderly and just gov-
ernment, and toward foolish and dan-
gerous Intrigues for a complete jnde-
pendence for which they are as yet to-
tally unfit. On the other hand, our peo-
ple must keep steadily before their
minds the fact that the justification fur
our stay in the Philippines must ulti-
mately rest chiely upon the good we
are able to do in the islancs. I do not
overlook the fact that in the develop-
ment of our Interests in the Pacific
ocean and along its coasts the Philip-
pines have played and will play an im-
portant part and that our interests have
been served in more than one way by
the possession of the islands. But our
chief reason for continuing to held them
must be that we ought in good faith to
try to do our share of the world's work,
and this particular piece of work has
been imposed upon us by the results ol
the war with Spain., The problem pre-
gented to us in the Philippine islands
is akin to, but not exactly like, tbe
problems presented to the other great
civilized powers which have posses-
sions in the Orient. There are points
of resemblance in our work to the work
which is being done by the British in
India and Egypt, by the French in Al-
glers, by the Dutch in Java, by the
Russians in Turkestan, by the Japa-
nese in Formosa; but more distinctly
than any of these powers we are en-
deavoring to develop the natives them-
selves so that they shall take an ever-
increasing ghare in their own govern-
ment; and, as far as prudent, we are al-
ready admitting their representatives to
a governmental equality with cur owD.
There are ecmmizsioners, judges acd
governers in the islands wio are Fil-
pinos and who have exactly the same
share In the government of the islands
az have their colleagues who are Amer-
icans, while in the Jower ranks, of
course, the great majority of the public
servants are Filipinos. Within (W0
vears we =hall be trying the experimert
of an elective lower house in the Phil-
ippine legislature, It may be that the
Filipinos will misuse this Legislature,
and they certainly will misure it if they
are misled by foolish persons here at
home into starting an agitation for their



