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The national conference of Char-
itiesand Corrections wants aninvesti-
gation into the tramp problem. The
tramp problem is too easy to need
investigation. Itisexplained by the
millionaire microbe. Idleluxuryand
idle misery always come and go to-
gether. They belong together.
The millionaire hobo and the ragged
hobo are products of the same cause.
They are manifestations of the same
social disease. They made their ap-
pearance at about the same time.
Each is a parasite upon productive in-
dustry. Each is supported by the la-
bor of the industrious. And the
ragged hobo is the less virulent man-
ifestation of the disease: he doesn’t
cost so much to keep.

There were good strong men in the
Virginia constitutional convention,
but good as they were they were not
strong enough to prevent the major-
ity from causing the convention to
commit the grossest kind of breach
of trust. It has overridden the lim-
its of its authority, and while profess-
ing to be Democratic has cast demo-
cratic principles to the winds.
Though required by the law that
called it into being to submit its pro-
posed constitution to popular vote,
it has decided to, proclaim it as the
fundamental law of thestate without
submission. That is usurpation of
power, and usurpation of power is the
most malignant form of anarchy.

When a Federal judge sitting in
Chicago enforced a city ordinance re-
cently against cab driversand in favor
of a cab-driving trust based upon the
eoncessions of a railway monopoly,

the city counsel thought it “pe-
culiar that the enforcement of a
city ordinance should be sought by
injunction in the Federal court.” It
would have been peculiar before the
passage of the Fourteenth amend-
ment to the constitution of the
United States for the protection of
Negroes in the South. More, it
would have been impossible. And
why an amendment solely for the lo-
cal protection of Negroes is ineffec-
tive for that purpose, but highly ef-
fective for the purpose of giving the
Federal courts jurisdiction over pret-
ty much every other local question,
we do not pretend to explain. We
only note the remarkable fact and
hope the corporation counsel of Chi-
cago will keep on wondering.

James J. Hill has made an epi-
gram containing more good meat
than epigrams very often do. He
was speaking at a meeting of the Illi-
nois Manufacturers’ association, held
in Chicago on the 3d, and in advocat-
ing desert irrigation, hesaid: “Land
without population is a wilderness,
and population without land is a
mob.” It was a keen thrust into the
very heart of the social question,
much keener and deeper than he sus-
pected. For he thought only of the
prairie and the desert, while what

he said is quite as true of centers

of population, which are even now in-
habited and in some degree domi-
nated by great mobs. Mr. Hill gave
the reason for this: “Population
without land is a mob.” The popula-
tion of our cities is without land, to
the extent of 75 and 80 and even 90
per cent. or more. Yet these same
cities have within their limits more
idle land than any other kind. Here
again Mr. Hill strikes true; for this
idle land, these vacant city lots, this
land without population, though con-
gested populations surge about it, is

indeed a wilderness. “Land without
population is a wilderness; popula-
tion without land is a mob.”

The anti-anarchy bill, as it has
passed the lower House of Congress,
would be a pretty dangerous law if
it were enacted. Under one section,
for instance, nobody could justify the
execution of Louis XVI. or Charles
I, without risking the possibilities
of a heavy fine and imprison-
ment for from 1 to R0 years.
For if he did so “with intent to cause”
—and of this a Federal jury would
be the judge—the murder of the
president, the vice president, or the
head of any foreign government, then
he would be guilty of one of the “an-
archy” crimes. What such a jury,
selected by a marshal appointed from
Washington, would do in time of bit-
ter political excitement, it isnot hard
to guess. The editor of an oppo-
sition paper in such times would be
wise to write with great respect of
Louis XVI. and CharlesI. Hewould
better be discreet even about his al-
lusions to Nero and Caesar, for they
also were at the head of “a civilized
government.” It was openly said
upon the floor of the House that this
law was not intended to be enforced,
which speaks well for the sense of
humor of those who voted for it; but
it is to be hoped that the more seri-
ous-minded Senate will conclude that
a law which is not to be enforced had
better not be enacted.

An astounding proposition, con-
sidering its source, was made last
week by the Chicago Chronicle. It
is astounding because proposed by
a professedly Democratic newspaper;
but inasmuch as this newspaper is
controlled by one of the financial
barons of Chicago, who wears the
Democratic label but votes the Re-
publican ticket, the matteris afterall
not so very surprising. It is nothing



