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er should have rashly courted unpop-
ularity for himself and his ticket. But
his sensational dispatch, and his
choice of Davis (the plutocratic West
Virginia Democrat, whose son-in-law
is the plutocratic West Virginia Re-
publican, Stephen B. Elkins) for run-
ning mate might imply indifference to
popular disapproval. They certainiy
confirm all that Mr. Bryan implied
about the plutocratic policy of Parker-
ism.

Bryan made one more speech. It was
in reply to the speeches that followed
his previous one, and for the purpose of
offering an amendment lo the dispatch
to be sent to Judge Parker. In this he
protested that he had done his utmost
to bring harmony and that if harmony
were jeopardized the fault lay at the
door of others. John Sharp Williams
responded with a bitter personal attack
upon Bryan, declaring that Bryan had
presented the spectacle throughout the
convention of a man pleading for har-
mony when his had been the only voice
of discord. It was manifestly a false and
malicious accugation, but Williams had
bargained himself away to the money-
caangers, and this last stab went with
the bargain as “‘lanyap.”

Mr. Bryan's fight was over. He had
placed the democratic Democrats fairly
before the country and could do nomore
without weakly yielding to the malicious
efforts to make him “bolt.” So he rose
once more, but for a moment, and with-
drawing his amendment said:

Our delegation wiil vote for the candi-
date for Vice President that New York
wants. We are not going to do one thing
to mar the harmony ef the convention,

It was sald in good faith and in good
faith it was carried out. But the con-
vention could hardly have missed the
irony, whether intended or not, of this
submissive climax. To Bryan himself
it must have seemed that if serious sug-
gestion and careful argument, coupled
with appeals for calm deliberation in
securing harmony, were to be de-
nounced as wanton discords, it were
better, without further ceremony, to re-
fer all the remaining business of the
convention to the Parker leaders and
let them make harmony after their own
models and upon their own responsi-
bility.

Democrats who are active in politics,
however democratic they may be, and
however outraged, will doubtless sup-
port this ticket, in order to retain par-
ty standing. They are not to be
blamed for that. It would be folly
for an active man in Demoecratic pol-
itics to abandon the party now, FHis
active opposition as a bolter would be
more acceptable to the bonsses than his
ineffective support within the party.
Moreover, the pendulum which now
swings toward plutoeracy in the Dem-
ocratic party has swung =o far that

the return swing Is near at hand, and
those who are in place to catch it
as it swings bhack should not lose
their advantage of position. But it 1s
a fair wager that active party men
will find it a difficult task to se-
cure the'aid of their friends for this
Presidential ticket of the plutocratic
Democracy. Indications are not lacking
that no inconsiderable army of Demo-
cratic voters will leave August Bel-
mont and the Standard Oil crowd who
made the Parker-Davis ticket to their
own devices to elect it. With the
Populist party offering a good demo-
cratic ticket, and a superior demo-
cratic platform; with the Socialisl
party confronting betler propaganda
opportunities than it has ever had;
with the Prohibition party moving
with renewed vigor into the campaign,
there are ways in which unfettered
democratic Democrats can protest
against the sale of their party (o
the votaries of “frenzied finance.”
Even Roosevelt may not be so objec-
tionable to them, when contrasted
with Parker. In those circumstances,
organization Democrats who are hunt-
ing honest votes instead of campaigp
funds, will find their place as workers
for Parker in the campaign no sine-
cure, however earnest they may be.

One fact became evident, after Park-
er's dispatch arrived. The Parker fac-
tion was anxious to force Bryan (o
bolt.” They would be happier now if
he had bolted. They know full well
that a formal bolt would serve them
better and democratic Democracy less
than any other single event.

L. F. P,

NEWS

Week ending Thursday, July 14.

The event of the week is the ac-
tion of the national Democratic
convention at St. Louis, which ef-
fected a temporary organization
on the 6th with John Sharp Wil
liams, of Mississippi, as tempor-
ary chairman (p. 2135), and after
disposing of contests, completed
its permanent organization on the
Tth, with Champ Clark, of Mis-
souri, as permanent chairman,

At the evening session of the
Sth, the platform, over which the
committee on resolutions had been
in contlict for {wo davs, was re-
ported to the convention unani
monsly by Senator Daniel, of Vir-
ginta, the chairman of the commit-
tee.  TE was immediately adopted
as reported, and s in substanee
as follows:

It declares devotion to the essential

principles of the Democratic faith,”
which are impressive of the necessity,
particularly at this time, of “reformand
the rescue of the administration of gov-
ernment from the headstrong, arbitrary
and spasmodic methods which distract
business by uncertainty, and pervade
the public mind with dread, distrust and
perturbation.” Applyicg these prinel-
ples to the living issues of the day, the
platlorm demands “freedom of the press,
of conscience and of speech—equality
before the law of all citizens; right of
trial by jury—freedom of the person de-
fended by the writ of habeas corpus;
liberty of personal contract untram-
meled by supplementary laws; su-
premacy of the civil over military au-
thority; a well disciplined militia; the
separation of church and state; econ-
omy in expenditures, low taxes, that
labor may be lightly burdened; prompt
and sacred [ulfillment of public and pri-
vate obligations; fidelity to treaties;
peace and friendship with all nations;
entangling alliances with none; abso-
lute acquiescence in the will of the ma-
jority, the vital principle of republics.”
Becoming more speclfic, it declares on
the subject of labor for—

the enactment and administration of laws
plving 'abor and capital impartially thelr
just rights. Capita! and labor ought not
to be enemies. Iach Is necessary to the
other, Each Las its rights, but the rights
of labor are certainiy no less “vested,” no
less “sacred,” and no less “unalivnable’”
than the rights of capital”

Regarding the labor and military dis-
turbances in Colorado, the platform
reads:

Constitutlonal guarantees are violated
whenever any eltizen is denled the right to
labor, acquire and enjoy property, or reside
where interest or inciination may deter-
mine. Any denial thereof by Individuals,
organizations or governments should be
summarily rebuked and punished. We
deny the right of any Executive to disre-
gard or suspend any constitutional privi-
lege or limitation. Obedience to trhe laws
and respect for their requirements are alike
the supteme duty of the citizen and the
otficlal. ‘The miiitary should be used only
to support and to mairtain the law., We
unqualificdly condemn Its employment for
the summary banishment of ¢itizens with-
out trial or for the control of elections,

On “government by injunction™ this is
the declaration:

We approve the measure which Passed
the United States Senate in 1865, but which
u Republican has ever since re-
fused 10 enact, ting to contempts in
Federia] courts, 1 pruviding for trial by
jury in cases of indirect coltempt.

The platform favors liberal appropria-
tions fur waterways: opposes “the Re-
publican policy of starving home  ce-
velopment in order to feed the preed
for conquest and the appetite for na-
tional Cprestige’ - and  display of
ctreneth,” comandcs economy in expeind-
itures, honesty in the publie service, in-
vestigation of maladministration; con-
demns. retusal of Republicans in Con-
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gress to prohibit Executive contracts
with convicted trusts; and favors—

the nomination and election of a President
imbued with the princip.es of the Constitu-
tion, wha wiil set his fuce sterniy against
Exvcutive usurpation of legisiative and
judiclal furctions, whether that usurpa-
tivn be veiled under the guise of execulive
corstruction of exisiung aws or whelker
it take refuge in the tyrant's plea of neces-
sity or superior wisdom.

' While favoring an “open door for the
world's commerce in the Orient, withoul
an unnecessary entanglement in Ori-
ental and European affairs, and without
arbitrary, unlimited, irresponsible, and
absolute governmernt anywhege within
our jurisdiction,” the platform—

opposes as fervently as did George Wash-
ington himself, an Indefinite, irresponsihle,
discretionary and vague absolutism ard a
policy of colonial exploltation, no matter
where or by whom irnvoked or exercised:
we beileve with Thomas Jefferson and John
Adams, that no government has a right to
make one set of laws for those “'at home™
and another and a different set of laws.
absolute in thelr character, for those “in
the colonles.”” All men under the American
flag are entltled .to the protection of the
institutions whose embiem the tlag is; if
they are inherently unfit for those institu-
tiong, then they are inherently unfit to be
members of the American body politic.
Wherever there may exist a people in-,
capable of being governed under American
lawa, in consonance with the American
Constitution, that pecpie cught not to be
part of the American domain, .

Following is the specific plank with
reference to Philippine independence:

We Insist that we ought to do for the
Filipincs what we have done already for
the Cubans, and it is our duty to make
that promise now; and upon suitable guar-
antees of protection to eitizens of our own
and other countries resident there at the
time of our withdrawal. set the Fllipino
peapie upan their feet, free and independent
to work out their own destiny.

On the subject of Republican tariff leg-
islation the platform declares:

The Democratic party has been, and will
continue to be, the consistent opponent of
that class of tariff legislation by which cer-
tain Interests have been permitted, through
Congressional favor, to draw a heavy trib-
ute from the American people. This mon-
strous perversion of thase equal opportunt-
ties, which our politica! institutions were
established to secure, has caused what may
once have been infant industries 1o become
the greatest combinations of capital that
tke world has ever known, These especial
favorites of the government have through
trust methods, been converted into monop-
olies, thus bringing to an end domestic com-
petition, which was the anly alleged check
upon the extravagant profits made possible
by the protective system. These Industrial
combinations. by the financia! assistance
they can give, now control the policy of
the Repubilean party,

This is put forth as the Democratic
doetrine and policy on the subject of
tariffs:

We denounce protection as a robhery of
the many to enrich the few, and we favor
a tariff limited to the needs of the govern-
cennomicaily administered and so
as not to diseriminate against any
industry, class or section, to the end that

tle burdens of taxation shall be distributed

as equa'ly as possible. We favora revision
and a gradual reduction of the tariff by the
friends of the masses and for the common
weal, and not by tke fricods of its abuses,
ils extortions and its diseriminations, Kee
ing in view the ultimate ends of “cqualitly
of burdens and equality of opportunities.™
and the constitutionaj purpose of raising
a revenue by taxation—to-wit: the sup-
port cf the Federal governmernt In ali its
integrity and virility, but in stmplicity.

The trust question in itself is dealt
with as follows:

We recognize that the gigantic trusts and
combinations designed to enable capital to
secure more than 1ts just share of the joint
products of capital and labor, and which
have been fostered and promoted under Re-
publican rule, are a menace 1o beneficlal
competition and an obstacic to permanent
busiress prosperity. A privaie monopoly
Is indefensible arnd Intoierabie. Individual
equa'ity of opportunity and free competi-
tion are essential to a realithy and perma-
nent commercial prosperity, and any trust,
combination or monopoly tending to de-
stroy these by controliing production, re-
stricting competition or fixing prices
should be prohibited and punisted by law,
\We especially denounce rebates and dis-
crimination by transportation companies
as the most potent agency in promoting
and . strengthening these uniawful con-
spiracies against trade. We demand an
enlargement of the powers of the inter-
State commerce commission, to the end
that the traveling public and shippers of
this country may Lkave prompt and ade-
yuatte reilef for the abuses to which they
are subjected in the matter of tranaporta-
tion, We Jdemand a striet enforcement of
exiziing civil and criminal statuies against
all such lrusts, combinations and mongp-
oles; and we demand the enactment of
such further legisintion as may Le reces-
sury to effeeiually suppress them.  Any
trust or uniawful combinatlon engaged In
inter-State commerce which is moncpo.iz-
ing any branch of business cr production
stould net be permitted Lo transact busi-
ness ocutside of Lhe State of its origin.
Whenever It shall be established in any
court of cempetent jurisdiciion that such
monopalization  exists, such prekivitlon
gshould be enforeed through comprekensive
laws to be enucled on the subject.

The irrigation law is approved as a
Democratic measure; construction of
the Panama canal speedily and eco-
nomically is promised; the 'just and
lawful protection of our citizens at home
and abroad whether mnative
born or naturalized, and without cis-
tinction of race or creed” is insisted
upon; the election of United States Sen-
ators by dlrect vote of the people is fa-
vored; likewise the acmission of Ok-
lahoma, the Indian Territory. Arizona
and New Mexico as States, and the es-
tablishment of a territorial government
for Alaska and Porto Rico; for terri-
torial offices, the appointment of bona
fide residents is supported; the exter-
mination of polygamy. within the ju-
risdirtion of the United States, and the
complete separation of church and state
in political affairs are demanded;
the ship subsidy is denounced and the
“upbuilding of a merchant marine with-
out new or adcitional burdens upon the
people and without bounties from the
public treasury” is favored; liberal
trace arrangements with Canada and
other countries is advocated; the Mon-
roe doctrine is reasserted; reduction of

the army is urged; generous pensions
by law. and “not by an arbitrary Execu-
tive ourder,” are favored; the party is
pleczed “to the principles of clvil serv-
ice reform,” and their “honest, just and
impartial enforeemert is cemanced,”
the Republican party being cenounced
for its continuous and sinister encroach-
ments upon the spirit and operation of
civil service rules, whereby it has arbi-
trarily dispersed with examinations for
office in the interest of favorites and em-
ployed all manner of devices to over-
reach and set asice the principles upon
which the civil service was established.”
The plank on the race question is as fol-
lows:

The race question Las brought countless
wces to this courtiry. The caim wisdom of
the American people should see to it that
It brings no more. To revive the dead and
hateful race and sectlonal animosities in
any part ¢f our common couniry means
confusion, distraction of business and the
reopering of wounds now happiiy healed.
North, South, East and West have but re-
centiy stood together in line of battie from
the waliz of Peking to the hilis of Santiago,
and as sharers of a common glory ard a
common destiny -we should share frater-
na.ly the common burders. We therefore
deprecate and condemn the Bourbon-like,
seifish and narrow spirit of the recent Re-
pubitcan convention at Chicago, which
snught to kindie anew the embers of raciai
and sectioral strife, and we appeal from it
to the scber common sense and patriotic
gpirit of tke American peop.e.

An indictment of the Republican Ad-

ministration, with sewveral specificar
tions, closes with the following:

It ordercd assault upon some monopojies,
but, paraivzed by its Hirst victory, It flung
out the flag of truce and cried out that
it would rot “run amuck —leaving s
future purposes beclouced by its vacila-
tions,

The harmony clause with which the
platform ends, consists of this appeal
to the country:

Conducting the campaign upon this dec-
iaration of our prineciples and purposes, we
invoke for our candidates the support not
only of our great and time honored organ-
ization, but also the active assistance of all
of our fellow citizens who, disregarding
past differences, cesire the perpetuation of
our constitutional government as framed
ard established by the fathers of the Re-
publie,

In the preparation of this plat-
form in committee one of the
pointsof controversy was the taritf
plank. The sub-committee had re-
ported a weaker plank than the
one adopted. Their report was
overruled by the whole committee
and a taritf plank proposed by
Mr. Bryan was substituted by a
vote of 27 to 23. This is the tariff
plank now in the platform. Mr.
Bryan also succeeded in inserting
his trust plank.

An income tax plank proposed
by Mr. Bryan was objected to by
Senator, Hillyas likely to defeat
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the ticket in New York State. A
proposition by Senator Bailey to
drop both the income tax plank
and the gold standard plank, the
latter adopted by the sub-commit-
tee by 8 to 3, was met by Senator
Hill with this statement:

The income tax plank is not of so
much importance as this money
plank. I am not willing to trade one
off against the other.
York do not want the income tax
plank, but we can get along with It if
we can have the declaration in favor
of the gold standard.

In the course of this committee
speech Mr. Hill referred to Judge
Parker, describing him as a dis-
interested man who was not try-
ing to impose his personal views
on the convention, and saying:

He told me a shorttime agothat he
was entirely willing to leave the plat-
form to the wisdom of the conven-
tion.

This controversy was ended by
Mr. Bryan’s withdrawing his in-
come tax plank, whereupon the
committeee struck out the gold
standard plank by a vote of 35 to
15. Consequently no money ques.
tion plank appears in the plat-
form.

After the platform had been
adopted by the convention and
Judge Parker had been nominat-
ed, and while the convention was
considering candidates for Viee
President, the latter proceeding
was interrupted on the 9th by the
submission of the following dis-
patch from Judge Parker:

Hon. W. F. Sheehan, Hotel Jeffer-
son, St. - Louis: I regard the gold
standard as firmly and frrevocably
established, and shall act according-
ly, if the action of the convention
of to-day shall be ratified by the peo-
ple. As the platform is silent on the
subject my views should be made
known to the conventlon, and if they
are proved to be unsatisfactory to
the majority I request you to decline
the nomination for me at once, so
that another may be nominated be-
fore adjournment. A. B. Parker.

Following a debate in which Mr.
Bryan participated, urging that if
the convention wished to alter the
attitude of the party to accommo-
date Judge Parker's views as now
expressed by him, it should do so
candidly by amending the plat-
form, instead of indirectly by tele-
graphic correspondence, the con-

We in New.

vention authorized by vote of 774
to 191 the following response:

The platform adopted by this con-
vention Is silent on the guestion of
the monetary standard because it is
not regarded by us as a possible issue
in the campaign and only campaign
issues were mentioned in the plat-
form. Therefore there is nothing in
the views expressed by you in the
telegram just received which would
preclude a man entertaining them
from accepting a nomination on said
platform.

Mr. Bryan moved an amendment,
but withdrew it under the circum-
stances described in Editorial Cor-
respondence in another columnof
this issue of The PPublic. His
amendment was as follows:

But as you will, if elected, be called
upon to act on certain phases of the
money question, we would like to
know whether you favor reducing the
volume of silver dollars, whether you
favor an asset currency, a branch na-
tional bank, or whether you prefer
national bank currency to United
States notes?

The candidates chosen, were Al-
ton Brooks Parker, of New York,
nominated for President of the
United States at 5:41 on the morn-
ing of the 9th, receiving on the
first ballot 638 to 339, a vote which
was at once made unanimous;
and Henry (3. Davis of West Vir-
ginia, nominated for Vice Presi-
dent of the United States, at
1:10 o'clock on the 10th, receiving
646 to 316, a vote which alro was
at once made unanimous. The con-
vention adjourned at 1:31 o’clock
on the 10th.

Much interest was felt after the
convention in the course Mr. Bry-
an would pursue. He relieved the
suspense on the 13th by giving oul
in advance a statement to appear
in this week’s Commoner. It con-
tains the following assurances:

[ shall vote for Parker and Davis. the
nominees-of the Democratic national
convention, and shall do so for the fol-
lowing reasons:

First—Because the Democratic ticket
stands for opposition to imperialism.
while the Republican ticket stands for
an imperialistic policy. On this ques-
tion—which was the paramount [ssue
in 1906, and which must remain an im-
portant issue so long as an attempt is
made to hold colonies under the Amer-
ican flag—the convention was unani-
mous. the platform emphatic, and I have

no doubt that the candidates will carry
out the platform.

Second—Mr. Roosevelt is injecting the
race issue into American politics, and
this issue, If it becomes national, will
make it impossible to consider economic
questions that demand solution. The
election of the Democratic ticket will put
a quietus on this attempt and permit the
race question to work itself out without
the bitterness which Mr. Roosevelt’s con-
duct engendered.

Third—Mr. Roosevelt stands for the
spirit of war. His friends present him as
a man of blood and iron. He believes in
strenuousness and inculcates a love for
warlike things. The Democratic ticket
stands for peace, for reason and for arbi-
tration, rather than for force, corquest,
and bluster.

Fourth—The Democratic platform de-
clares in favor of the reduction of the
standing army, and as this plank was
unanimously adopted. there i{s reason t2
believe that Democratic suecess on this

v subject would bring some advantage to
the people, T

For these four reasons I feel justified
in supporting the ticket, but shall not
misrepresent the situation, or appeal far
votes for the ticket upon false grounds.
A Democratic victory will mean very lit-"
tle if any progrees on economic ques-
tions so long as the party is under the
control of the Wall street element.

In concluding this statement Mr.
Bryan further says:

As soon as the election is over I shall,
with the help of those who believe asT
do, undertake to organize for the cam-
palgn of 1908, the object being to mar-
shal the friends of popular government
within the Democratic party to the sup-
port.of a radical and progressive policy
to make the Democratic party an effi-
clent means in the hands of the people
for securing relief from the plutocratic
element that controls the Republican
party and for the time being i{s in con-
trol of the Democratic party.

Hardly had the echoes of the
political convention died away
when the country awoke to a real-
ization of the outbreak of a great
national labor strike, due appa-
rently to the fact that opportuni-
ties for work are scarce and wages
extremely low. This is a strike
by the Amalgamated Meat Cutters
and Butcher Workmen of North
America against the great pack-
ing houses of Chirago, St. Paul,
Sioux City, South Omaha, 8t. Jo-
seph, East 8t. Louis, Kansas City,
Fort Worth and New York. Two
questions are involved. For one
thing the employes demand more
regular and uniform hours, asseri-
ing thatin some departments it is
the custonmyto, work them as longe

as 15 hours onc day and lay them



