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be seen and something- of what they

said could be heard.

It was here that we witnessed the

proceedings of the last session. The

business in order was the choice of a

candidate for vice president. Steven

son was named first, by the eloquent

Congressman Williams, of Illinois. The

nomination was received with enthusi

asm by some delegates; but the en

thusiasm fell so far short of being gen

eral that it aroused no expectation of

his election. It seemed then, as it had

from the beginning, that Towne, the

only other serious candidate must be

named. But Towne's reception was so

cold in comparison with Stevenson's

that this expectation soon subsided.

His name was applauded loud ajid long

by the spectators, led by a woman

who swung a banner to beat time for

the applause, but the delegates made

no demonstration. It was when Sen

ator Grady sprung Hill's name that

the audience exhibited greatest excite

ment. But the excitement was not fa

vorable to Hill. There were suspicions

that Tammany had bargained for him.

Said a Stone democrat sitting back of

the delegates, a democrat who had no

choice for the place: "If they nomi

nate Hill I shall stay away from the

polls." He added: "Bryan wouldn't

live six months after i ma ugu ration if

Hill were vice president." But the dele

gates were not excited by Hill's nomi

nation. Most of them realized the

hopelessness of Tammany's play. And

from the moment that Hill withdrew,

the spectators, too, realized that the

choice would fall upon Stevenson.

If the vote had been between Steven

son and Towne, and there had been a

second ballot, Towne would hiave got

more votes than he did get. Some of

his votes were thrown away upon local

favorites under the pressure of the

unit rule, while some others were given

to Stevenson in the fear that a third

and objectionable man might slip in.

But Stevenson was doubtless after all

the choice of a clear majority of the

convention.

Upon the nomination of the vice pres

idential candidate, the audience arose,

and after a brief demonstration quick

ly dispersed. L. F. P.

THE DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM

ADOPTED AT KANSAS CITY,

JULY 4.

We, the representatives of the demo

cratic party of the United States, as

sembled in national convention on the

anniversary of the adoption of the

Declaration of Independence, do reaf

firm our faith in that immortal procla

mation of the inalienable rights of

man, and our allegiance to the consti

tution framed in harmony therewith

by the fathers of the republic. We hold

with the United States supreme court

that the Declaration of Independence

is the spirit of our government, of

which the constitution is the form and

letter.

We declare again that all govern

ments instituted among men derive

their just powers from the consent of

the governed; that any government not

based upon the consent of the gov

erned is a tyranny; and that to impose

upon any people a government of force

is to substitute the methods of im

perialism for those of a republic.

We hold that the constitution fol

lows the flag, and1 denounce the doc

trine that an executive or congress,

deriving their existence and their pow

ers from the constitution, can exer

cise lawful authority beyond it or in

violation of it.

We assert that no nation can long

endure half republic and half empire,

and we warn the American people that

imperialism abroad- will lead quickly

and inevitably to despotism at home.

Believing in these fundamental prin

ciples, we denounce the Puerto Rico

law, enacted by a republican congress

against the protest and opposition of

the democratic minority, as a bold and

open violation of the nation's organic

law and a flagrant breach of the na

tional good faith. It imposes upon the

people of Puerto Rico a government

without their consent and taxation

without representation.

It dishonors the xYmerican people by

repudiating a solemn pledge made in

their behalf by the commanding gen

eral of our army, which the Puerto

Ricaus welcomed to a peaceful and' un

resisted occupation of their land. It

doomed to poverty and distress a peo

ple whose helplessness appeals with pe

culiar force to our justice and magna

nimity.

In this, the first act of its imperial

istic programme, the republican party

seeks to commit the United States to

a colonial policy inconsistent with re

publican institutions and condemned

by the supreme court in numerous de

cisions.

We demand the prompt and honest

fulfillment of our pledge to the Cuban

people and the world that the United

States has no disposition nor inten

tion to exercise sovereignty, jurisdic

tion or control over the island of Cuba,

except for its pacification. The war

ended nearly^ two years ago, profound

peace reigns all over the island, and

still the administration keeps the gov

ernment of the island from its people

while republican carpet bag officials

plunder its revenues and exploit the

colonial theory to the disgrace of the

American people.

We condemn and denounce the Phil

ippine policy of the present adminis

tration. It has involved the republic

in unneccesary war, sacrificed the

lives of man3" of our noblest sons, and

placed the United States, previously

known and' applauded throughout the

world as the champion of freedom, in

the false and un-American position of

crushing with military force the ef

forts of our former allies to achieve

liberty and self-government.

The Filipinos cannot be citizens with

out endangering our civilization; they

cannot be subjects without imperil

ling our form of government, and as

we are not willing to surrender our civ

ilization or to convert the republic into

an empire, we favor an immediate dec

laration of the nation's purpose to

give to the Filipinos, first, a stable

form of government; second, independ

ence, and, third, protection from out

side interference, such as has been given

for nearly a century to the republics

of Central and South America.

The greedy commercialism which dic

tated the Philippine policy of the re

publican administration attempts to

justify it with the plea that it wifl

pay, but even this sordid and unworthy

plea fails when brought to the test of

facts. The war of criminal aggression

against the Filipinos, entailing an an

nual expense of many millions, has al

ready cost more than any possible

profit that could' accrue from the en

tire Philippine trade for years to

come.

Furthermore, when trade is extend

ed at the expense of liberty, the price

is always too high.

We are not opposed to territorial ex

pansion when it takes in desirable ter

ritory which can be erected into States

in the union and whose people are will

ing and fit to become American citizens.

We favor trade expansion by every

peaceful and legitimate means. But

we are unalterably opposed to the seiz

ing or purchasing of distant islands to

be governed outside the constitution,

and whose people can never become cit

izens.

Weare in favorof extendingthe repub

lic's influence among the nations, but

believe that influence should be ex

tended, not by force and violence, but

through the persuasive power of a

high and honorable example.
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The importance of other questions

now pending before the American peo

ple is in no wise diminished, and the

democratic party takes no backward

step from its position on them, but the

burning- issue of imperialism growing-

out of the Spanish war involves the very

existence of the republic and the de

struction of our free institutions. We

regard it as. the paramount issue of

the campaign.

The declaration in the republican

platform adopted at the Philadelphia

convention held in June, 1900, that the

republican party "steadfastly adheres

to the Monroe doctrine." is manifestly

insincere and deceptive. This profes

sion is contradicted by the avowed pol

icy of that party in opposition to the

spirit of the Monroe doctrine to ac

quire and hold sovereignty over large

areas of territory and large numbers of

people in the eastern hemisphere.

We insist on the strict maintenance

of the Monroe doctrine and in all its

integrity, both in letter and in spirit,

as necessary to prevent the extension

of European authority on this conti

nent, and as essential to our supremacy

in American affairs. At the same time

we declare that no American people

shall ever be held by force in unwill

ing subjection to European authority.

We oppose militarism. It means

conquest abroad and intimidation and

oppression at home. It means the

strong arm which has ever been fatal

to free insitutions. It is what mil

lions of our citizens have fled from in

Europe. It will impose upon our peace-

loving people a large standing army

and unnecessary burden of taxation

and a constant menace to their lib

erties. A small standing army and a

well-disciplined1 state militia are amply

sufficient in time of peace.

This republic has no place for a

vast military service and conscription.

When the nation is in danger the volun

teer soldier is his country's best de

fender.

The national guard of the United

States should ever be cherished in the

patriotic hearts of a free people. Such

organizations are ever an element of

strength and safety. For the first time

in our history and coeval with the Phil

ippine conquest has there been a whole

sale departure from our time-honored

and approved system of volunteer or

ganization. We denounce it as un-

American, tin-democratic and un-re-

publican, and as a subversion of the an

cient and fixed principles of a free

people.

Private monopolies are indefensible

and intolerable. They destroy com

petition, control the price of all mate

rial, and of the finished product, thus

robbing both producer and consumer.

They lessen the employment of labor,

and arbitrarily fix the terms and con

ditions thereof, and deprive individual

energy and small capital of their op

portunity for betterment.

They are the most efficient means yet

devised for appropriating the fruits of

industry to the benefit of the few at

the expense of the many, and unless

their insatiate greed is checked all

wealth will be aggregated in a few

hands and the republic destroyed.

The dishonest paltering with the

trust evil by the republican party in

state and- national platforms is conclu

sive proof of the truth of the charge

that trusts are the legitimate product

of republican policies; that they are

fostered by republican laws, and that

they are protected by the republican

administration in return for campaign

subscriptions and political support.

We pledge the democratic party to

an unceasing warfare in nation, state

and city against private monopoly in

every form Existing laws against

trusts must be enforced; and more

stringent ones must be enacted pro

viding for publicit3' as to the affairs

of corporations engaged in interstate

commerce and requiring all corpora

tions to show before doing business out

side of the state of their origin that

thej- have no water in their stock and

that they have not attempted- and are

not attempting to monopolize any

branch of business or the production of

any articles of merchandise; and tire

whole constitutional power of congress

over interstate commerce, the mails,

and all modes of interstate communi

cation, shall be exercised by the en

actment of comprehensive laws upon

the subject of trusts.

Tariff laws should be amended by

putting the products of trusts upon

the free list to prevent monopoly un

der the plea of protection

The failure of the present republic

an administration, with an absolute

control over all branches of the na

tional government, to enact any legis

lation designed to prevent or even cur

tail the absorbing power of trusts and

illegal combinations, or to enforce the

anti-trust laws already on the statute

books prove the insincerity of the high-

sounding phrases of the republican

platform.

Corporations should- be protected in

all their rights and their legitimate in

terests should be respected, but any

attempt by corporations to interfere

with the public affairs of the people or

to control the sovereignty which cre

ates them should be forbidden under

such penalties as will make such at

tempts impossible.

We condemn the Dingley tariff law

as a trust-breeding measure, skillfully

devised to give the few favors which

they do not deserve and to place upon

the many burdens which they should

not bear.

We favor such an enlargement of the

scope of the interstate commerce law

as will enable the commission to pro

tect individuals and' communities from

discriminations, and the public from

unjust and unfair transportation rates.

We reaffrm and indorse the prin

ciples of the national democratic plat

form adopted at Chicago in 1896. and

we reiterate the demand of that plat

form for an American financial system

made by the American people for them

selves, which shall restore and maintain

a bimetallic price level, and as part

of suc,h system the immediate restora

tion of the free and unlimitedi coinage

of silver and gold at the present legal

ratio of 16 to 1, without waiting for the

aid or consent of any other nation.

We denounce the currency bill en

acted at the last session of congress

as a step forward in the republican

policy which aims to discredit the sov

ereign right of the national govern

ment to issue all money, whether coin

or paper, and to bestow upon national

banks the power to issue and control

the volume of paper money for their

own benefit. A permanent national

bank currency, secured by government

bonds, must have a permanent debt to

rest upon, and if the bank currenc}'

is to increase with population and busi

ness the debt must also increase. The

republican currency scheme is there

fore a scheme for fastening upon the

taxpayers a perpetual and growing

debt for the benefit of the banks. We

are opposed to this private corporation

paper circulated as money, but with

out legal tender qualities, and demand

the retirement of the national bank

notes as fast as government paper or

silver certificates can be substituted

for them.

We favor an amendment to the fed

eral constitution providing for the

election of United States senators by

direct vote of the people, and we fa

vor direct legislation wherever prac

ticable

We are opposed to government by in

junction; we denounce the blacklist and

favor arbitration as a means of set-
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tling disputes between corporations

and their employes.

In the interest of American labor

and the uplifting of the working-men, as

the corner-stone of the prosperity of

our country, we recommend that con

gress create a department of labor, in

charge of a secretary, with a seat in the

cabinet, believing that the elevation

of" the American laborer will bring

with it increased production and in

creased prosperity to our country at

home and to our commerce abroad.

We are proud of the courage and fidel

ity of the American soldiers and sail

ors in all our wars; we favor liberal

pensions to them and their dependents,

and we reiterate the position taken in

the- Chicago platform in 18% that the

fact of enlistment and1 service shall be

deemed conclusive evidence against

disease and disability before enlist

ment.

We favor the immediate construction,

ownership and operation of the Nica

ragua canal by the United States, and

we denounce the insincerity of the

plank in the national republican plat

form for an isthmian canal in face of

the failure of the republican majority

to pass the bill pending in congress.

We condemn the Hay-Pauneefote

treat}- as a surrender of American

rights and interests not to be tolerated

by the American people. '

We denounce the failure of the re

publican party to carry out its pledges

to grant statehood to the territories

of Arizona, Xew Mexico and Oklahoma,

and we promise the people of those ter

ritories immediate statehood and home

rule and a territorial form of govern

ment for Alaska and Puerto Rico.

We favor an intelligent system of

improving the arid lands of the west,

storing the waters for purposes of ir

rigation, and the holding of such lands

for actual settlers.

We favor the continuance and strict

enforcement of the Chinese exclusion

law and its application to the same

classes of all Asiatic races.

Jefferson said: "Peace, commerce and

honest friendship with all nations; enT

tangling alliances with none." We

approve this wholesome doctrine and

earnestly protest against the republic

an departure which has involved us in

so-called politics, including the diplo

macy of Europe and the intrigue and

land-grabbing of Asia, and we es

pecially condemn the ill-concealed re

publican alliance with England which

must mean discrimination against oth

er friendly nations and which has al

ready stifled the nation's voice while

liberty is being strangled in Africa.

Believing in the principles of self-

government, and rejecting, as (lid otir

forefathers, the aim of monarchy, we

view with, indignation the purpose of

England to overwhelm with force the

South African republics. Speaking, as

we do, for the entire American na

tion, except its republican office-hold

ers, and for all free men everywhere,

we extend our sympathies to the he

roic burghers in their unequal struggle

to maintain their liberty and independ

ence.

We denounce the lavish appropria

tions of recent republican congresses,

which have kept taxes high, and

which threaten the perpetuation of

the oppressive war levies.

We oppose the accumulation of a sur

plus to be squandered in such bare

faced frauds upon the taxpayers as

the shipping subsidy bill, which, under

the false pretense of prospering Amer

ican ship-building, would put unearned

millions into the pockets of favorite

contributors to the republican cam

paign fund.

We favor the reduction and speedy

repeal of the war taxes, and a return

to the time-honored democratic pol

icy of strict economy in governmental

expenditures.

Believing that our most cherished in-

sitnations are in great peril, that the

very existence of our constitutional re

public is at stake, and that the decision

now to be rendered wjll determine

whether or not our children are to en

joy those blessed privileges of free gov

ernment which have made the United

States great, prosperous and honored,

we earnestly ask for the foregoing

declaration of principles the hearty

support of the liberty-loving American

people, regardless of previous party

affiliations.

The Viceroy'—Say to the Christian

nation that another Christian nation

has declared war against us, and when

it sends over the next batch of mis

sionaries, to send also 10.000 rapid-fire

guns and 200.000 rounds of Lyddite

shells. We, being a heathen nation, do

not make them.—Life.

The Orange Free State has been cap

tured by England and renamed1 Orange

River State. "Free" is a bad word, and

the first work of the new schoolmaster

was to wipe it off the blackboard.—

Charles F. Lummis, in Land of Sun

shine.

THE COCKALORUM LiNCHER.

For The Public.

I'm a rootln', tootin' roarer frum the

West!

I wears bullet holes fer buttonln' m'

vest!

. I'm a shoutln', shriekin' horror,

I can nil a town with sorrer,

An' I'm fireproof by every kind'uv test!

I'm a-goin' East with twenty stacks uv

blues!

I'm a-wearln" gloves an' patent leather

shoes!

I'll be shakin' hands with Willy,

I'll make Washin'ton look hilly,

I'm "McKinley an" Expansion!"—win or

lose !

I believe in savin' money fer the state;

An' I've saved it late an' early—mostly

late.

Fer I've helped t' hang a dozen,

An' I've set the bullets buzzln'

At the lynchin's where they try you

while you wait.

What's the use uv havin' juries an' a

jail?

What's the use uv haybus carku* an' uv

bail? .

When you know your man you ketch

'Im,

Then you take Mm out an' stretch 'im;

An' you're savin' time an' money—never

fall! ■

I was cockalorum lyncher at the Gap,

But I'm go'n' t' where I've got t' tip

m' cap:

"Cockalorum," he ain't in it

Fer a single blessld mln'lt,

But the "Cockalorum," gents, don't care

a rap!

When ol' Dewey tuk the Philippines b'

storm,

That's the time he played the races on

their form!

Fust he got young Ag an' tipped 'lm,

Then he took Ag, gents, an' stripped
■lm

Till there wa'n't enough uv Ag t' make

a o.uor'm!

Then that vigilance committee was sent

out;

An' ol' Denby knowed what it was all

about;

Fer he brought back word t' hang 'em;

An' Mark sez, sez'e: "Yes, dang 'em!"

An' they lynched them Phillipeens, with

out a doubt!

I was cockalorum lyncher at the Gap,

But I'm goln' t' where I've got t' tip m'

cap!

Bill McKinley beats creation,

Fer he's lynched a whole dam nation

Uv the nigger Phillipeens—er I'm a yap!

E. J. SALISBURY.

"2fow, we shall have some desperate

fighting," said the young lieutenant,

as he looked out on the bay of Manila.

"Yes," observed Fighting Joe. "I, too.

noticed the report in that Xew York

paper of Ihe war's being over."

G. T.E.

It is not so much the Transvaal as

the transvalues in which the British

government is interested. — Boston

Transcript.


