436

The Public

sensibilities and made them unable net product has remained unchanged
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—58 per cent. With.reference to in
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Indivilual wages (33,239,313
The two previous ones on the indus
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trial subject, relating respectively to
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the coke industry in general, and to
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Cost of materials and misc.
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Thus we see that in this case, unlike
the previous ones, individual wages
have risen. From $691 in 1890 they
have gone up to $787 in 1900. But
when we compare wages to net prodact, we find that whereas the manu
facturing and mechanical wage work
ers of Montana received 56 per cent.
of the net product in 1890, they re
ceived only 35 per cent, in 1900.
Consequently, though there is a rise
in absolute wages, there is a fall in
wages relatively to net product. With
reference to invested capital, the
profit has risen from 30 per cent, in
1890to34percentinl900. In Rhode
Island (No. 93), also, individual
wages appear to have risen. And in
this case the percentage of wages to

chises upon the basis of high fares and
compensation to the city. He favors
low fares without compensation. In
other words, he objects to levying
taxes upon street car passengers as
such. But Mr. Sikes makes the mis
take of adopting, as the basis for an
ethical argument in support of this
thoroughly sound contention, the
untenable fiscal doctrine that "per
sons should contribute to the sup
port of government according to
their ability." There is no logical
relation between that doctrine and
just taxation. This logical step has
been taken advantage of by James B.
Galloway, in a letter to the Chicago
Chronicle of the 13th. Mr. Galloway
points out, correctly, that with taxes
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It is gratifying to know that special
In a very able and generally sound arrangements are being made by the
article in the September number of census bureau to furnish statistics of
the Journal of Political Economy, actual wages in mechanical establish
Mr. George C. Sikes opposes the prin ments for the decade 1890-1900.
ciple of farming out street car fran Moreover, it is refreshing to he in-

