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EDITORIAL

Edward F. Dunne and the Traction Question.

- Another of the outcries against Edward F.

Dunne as candidate for Governor, is that as Mayor
of Chicago he did not redeem his pledges for
municipal ownership of the street car system. But
that is not the question. The question is whether
he tried, and why he failed. If he didn’t try, or
trying failed from his own fault, the outery
against him now is reasonable and just; but if he
did try, and failed without fault of his own, the
outery against him on this ground is unreason-
able and unjust.
&

The fact is that Mayor Dunne did all that any
man could do to redeem his pledges for municipal
ownership in Chicago. He did more than most
men similarly situated would have done or tried
to do. He stood by his pledges to the last hour
and second of his term of office; and he sacri-
ficed his re-election rather than ensure it by an
agreement to abandon those pledges. What more
could be asked?

&

Mayor Dunne’s efforts for municipal ownership
were frustrated by a combination of corrupt in-
terests in Wall Street. These were backed by
newspapers and big business houses in Chicago.
They were backed by the political bosses and the
slums. They were backed by a majority of the
City Council. They were backed by some of the
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Democratic bosses. They were backed by both the
Deneen and the Lorimer factions of the Republican
Party. And most unfortunate of all, they were
backed by a small majority of the people at the
referendum on which Dunne made his last stand in
support of his pledges. To charge Dunne with re-
sponsibility for the present Morganized traction
system in Chicago is intolerable meanness, in so
far as it comes from intelligent sources. It is im-
penetrable ignorance in.so far as it comes from
elsewhere. The responsibility lies with those inter-
ests and influences and voters who made his
pledges impossible of fulfillment.

Lol e
For Governor of New York.

When “Boss” Murphy was forced to give up the
unit rule at Syracuse, all possibility of Governor
Dix’s renomination was at an end. A revival of
Mr. Murphy’s power, haowever, may be inferred
from the nomination of William Sulzer, inasmuch
as Sulzer has for years been a Tammany man. But
this would be estimating Sulzer w 1thout reference
to his political history.

&

That he came into politics years ago through
Tammany is true; that he has always affiliated
with the Tammany organization is also true; and
so is it true that his many successive elections to
Congress have been upon Tammany nominations.
But Mr. Sulzer ceased long ago to obey the com-
mands of Tammany bosses, either express or
implied.

&

On more than one occasion he has been able to
defy the bosses, and has in fact done so. His con-
tinuance in Congress has not depended upon them.
Tammany has needed him more than he has needed
Tammany. He has got his nominations and elec-
tions not by favor from Tammany bosses, but from
his own popularity with the people—men, women
and children—in his own Congressional district.
Although in the course of his political career Mr.
Sulzer has stood for some measures that should be
opposed on democratic grounds, he has not on the
whole stultified the fundamental democracy he
professes and which we believe he feels. On the
contrary, he has frequently, and not by any acci-
dent, stood for democracy when the breakers ahead
of him for doing so were audible and visible.

&

One of those occasions was in Bryan’s first cam-
paign. It cost something at that time to be for
Bryan im publie life in New Yeork. But Sulzer did
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not count the cost. Such tests have been borne by
him on several occasions. That he has been nomi-
nated for Governor of the State he has represented
these many years in Congress, represented it at
times when to do so he had to defy the Tammany
bosses, goes to show that Tammany bossism may
have gone to the wall for good at the Syracuse con-
vention, as Thomas M. Osbhorne predicted that it
would. It is inconceivable to those who under-
stand his political career, that Mr. Sulzer would be
a boss’s tool as Governor To all such his election
would come as a guarantee of an unusual extension
of democratic Democracy at the Albany capitol.

& &
Religion and Politics.

In approving the example of an Illinois re-
ligious congregation for using their auditorium for
the orderly discussion of hve political questions*
under their own supervision, we mistakenly lo-
cated this religious body at Evanston. But the
“North Shore Congregational Church,” the body in
question, is located, as we now learn, at Wilson
avenue and Sheridan Road, a spot within the limits
of Chicago. The experiment appears to have been
as successful in truly relating’ religion to pohtl(%
as we had hoped it might be.

o &

Authentic Forgeries.

When Ilearst published the Standard Oil letters
in fac-simile, it was universally supposed that
they were genuine reproductions in form as well
as substance. Not only did they purport to be so,
but there was no legitimate object in printing pho- -
tographic copies instead of copies in printers’
type unless they were genuine photographs of orig-
inals. Hearst did not then explain that these were
photographic copies of renovated imitations of
blurred originals, nor that the signatures to the
copies were forged. That explanation would have
spoiled the effect. He reserved it until Collier’s
proved beyond dispute that five of the photographs
as pubhxhed are forgeries. “Ah!” exclaims Mr.
Hearst’s paper at this embarrassing juncture, “but
it does nnt say that the five letters in questlon are
spurious.” A forged document which is not spuri-
ous is one of the handiest discoveries Hearst has
ever made. May it be out of place, however, to
suggest that when a document is admitted to be
a forgery, the burden of proving that it is not also
spurious rests so heavily upon the publisher there-
of that more than his mere word is needed to sup-
port his case? This curiosity in ethics—a forgery
that is not spurious—may be of little importance

*See current volume, page 914.



