The Public

407

President Mitchell has meanwhile
issued a full statement, dated the
29th, which is intended especially
as a reply to the criticisms of Mr.
Baer, president of the Reading rail-
road, and ex-Mayor Hewitt of New
York. - Charging these men with at-
tempting to confuse and befog the
issue, he restates the demands of the
strikers as follows:

(1) An increase in wages for men
employed on piece work; (2) a re-
duction in the hours of labor for men
employed by the day; (3) payment
for a legal ton of coal; (4) that the
coal we mine shall be honestly
weighed and correctly recorded; (5)
we favor incorporating in the form
of an agreement the wages that shall
be paid and the conditions of em-
ployment that shall obtain for a
specific period. As to the reasonable-
ness of these demands we have pro-
posed to submit to and abide the
award of an impartial board of arbi-
tration.

By way of refuting Mr. Baer’s as-
sertion that anthracite wages are
“fair and just,” Mr. Mitchell com-
pares them with the wages in bitu-
minous coal mining, showing that
wages at the latter work, where hours
are shorter and danger less, are from
20 to 40 per cent. higher than in the
anthracite fields. In this connection
he asserts that—

the minimum wage received by
any class of adult mine workers in
the soft coal mines is 261, cents an
hour, while the minimum wage paid
to boys is 121, cents an hour; in the
anthracite coal mines men perform-
ing precisely the same labor receive
from 13 to 20 cents an hour, while
boys are paid as low as five cents an
hour and rarely receive to exceed
eight cents an hour.

Disorder and. violence in connec-
tion with the strike are also con-
sidered by Mr. Mitchell.  On this
point he says:

Despite all our precautions we re-
gret that occasional violence has re-
sulted, but it would be as logical to
charge any one of the religious, so-
cial or political organizations or even
the United States government with
being an unlawful organization be-
cause some of its members violate
the law. The officers of the union
are as severe as the operators in
their earnest condemnation of any
and every act of violence on the part
of a striker, and no attempt has been
made or will be made to condone any
offense of this sort. 'The public
should be made aware, however, that
the operators and a certain section

of the press are by no means discrim-
inating in the fixing of responsibility,
and that crimes of violence are laid
at the doors of strikers when the
imported guardians of law and order,
the armed coal and iron police, are
clearly and unmistakably at fault;
and I challenge the operators or their
friends to point to one single utter-
ance on their part in disapproval of
the lawless actions of their hired
guards.

Still another part of Mr. Mitchell’s
address is of special public interest.
1t relates to Mr. Baer’s reference to
the increase of wages in 1900 and
his assertion that 40 per centof the
coal produced is sold in the market
below the cost of mining. To this
Mr. Mitchell replies that Mr. Baer—
fails to say that the larger portion
of this40 percent. is made up of grades
of coal for which the miners re-
ceived no compensation whatever.
Indeed, up to a few years ago, or be-
fore the installation of washeries,
the miners were docked for loading
this very coal ‘which brings small
prices now in the market; and aec-
cording to Mr. Baer’s process of rea-
soning the miners would receive less
wages for the larger grades because
they mine the small sizes gratuitous-
ly. T shall not enter elaborately in-
to the question of cost, but shall
merely say that Mr. Baer’s state-
ments are utterly misleadinging.
The rise in wages in 1900 was more
than counterbalanced by an increase
in the cost of living, which left the
miners worse off than before. Mr.
Baer claims that this advance of ten
per cent. which was paid the miners
in 1900 cost the companies more than
ten cents a ton; but this is at least
problematical. In March, 1902, the En-
gineering and Mining Journal (see
issue of March 29) made a careful
calculation in order “to show what
effect the increase in wages last year
had upon the cost of coal.” As a re-
sult of this computation, based upon
the figures of the Delaware & Hud-
son, the Delaware, Lackawanna &
Western and the Lehigh Valley Coal
& Navigation company, the Engineer-
ing and Mining Journal, which can-
not be accused of being either friend-
1y or fair to us, states that “the con-
clusion to be drawn is that the re-
sulting increase in cost was not
large; in all probability not over five
cents a ton at the outside.” Mr.
Baer claims that the average pay per
working day in his mines is $1.89.
Admitting, for the sake of argument,
the correctness of his figures, this
would make upon the average num-
ber of days in 1901 a grand total of
$368 per employe, or an average of
$7.05 per week; thus, as a result of

the strenuously opposed and bitterly

regretted advance wrung from the op-
erators by the strike of 1900, the av-
erage adult employe of the Reading
Coal & lron company is permitted to
spend upon himself, his wife and his
children the munjficent sum of $1.01
per day.

Reports of disorder in the field
of the strike continue, and on the
28th Gov. Stone ordered out an ad-
ditional troop of horse—the Sheri-
dan troop of Tyrone—to reinforce
the 13th regiment. But upon good
authority it is denied that there is
any serious violence. Bishop Fal-
lows, of Chicago, who has been'inves-
tigating the situation in person re-
ported on the 30th that although he
had “visited every important town
and spent much time at Mahonoy
City, the storm center of the strike,”
he had not seen “a single act of vio-
lence or disorder” nor met a striker
who was “disposed toward any un-
lawful act.”

Wall street conditions, which were
unsteady last week (p. 392), have since
experienced a further and more dis-
turbing shock, which the Secretary
of the Treasury has relicved. Moneyv
had been very high, when, on the
25th, the Secretary'published astate-
ment which quickly reduced the rate.
The statement explained that while
money once paid into the treasury
or anyv subtreasurv cannot lawfully
be withdrawn and deposited in banks,
vet internal revenue and miscella-
neous receipts, amounting to about
half a million a day, are available for
bank deposits before they actually
get into the treasury, and have been
steadfastly deposited to their full-
est extent since the stringency arose.
Then followed an assurance that—
this policy will be continued for 30
or 60 days if needed, and longer if
necessary.

The statement made also the further
assurance that ‘the national bank
circulation had been increased about
$7,000,000 and would certainly be
increased $8.000,000 more, and
promised that—

“the treasury department. to the ex-
tent of its ability will stand by the
banks, east and west, mnorth and
south, and it is hoped also that the
banks will stand by every business
and every interest that is worth pro-
tecting.

Finally it pledged the department
to the following offer:

It now offers to anticipate all inter-
est maturing between October 1 and

the end of the fiscal year, if present-
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ed within 60 days, at a rebate of two-
tenths of one per cent a month,
which is at the rate of 2.4 per cent.
per annum. In other words, these
obligations will be prepaid at such a
rate as to allow the government to
profit thereby at 2.4 per cent. per an-
num. The amount maturing before
June 30, 1903, is, in round figures,
$20,650,000. The profit to the govern-
ment if this offer shall be accepted
will be in round figures $220,000.
This offer was formally made on the
following day, the 26th, when the
Secretary also made the following
additional offer:

By virtue of the authority con-
tained in section 3,694 of the revised
statutes, notice is hereby given that
this department will purchase any
of the United States five per cent.
bonds of the loan of 1904, if present-
ed for that purpose on or before Oc-
tober 15 next, and will pay for them
at the rate of 105 flat.

The amount of these bonds then out-
standing was $19,410,350; they are
due in February, 1904, and their
market value on the 26th was 1053.

Notwithstanding the Secretary’s
offer, however, and its first effects,
the money stringency recurred. On
the 29th loans on call commanded as
much as 45 per cent., 35 being paid
for millions. Prices of stocks fell
rapidly, some of them as much as
10 points, and the Wall street market
closed in wild confusion, with the
money rate at 20 per cent. But in-
stead of continuing on the 30th as
was expected, this panic turned toa
boom when the stock exchange
opened on that day. The reaction
had been caused by the public an-
nouncement of the Secretary of the
Treasury, that he would no longer
require the national banks to hold
a reserve of 25 per cent. against gov-
ernment deposits, but would regard
their deposits of bends as sufficient
security. and would accept State and
municipal bonds as well as govern-
ment bonds for that purpose. That
action on his part, which set free
something like $130,000,000, hereto-
fore held as reserves for the protec-
tion of government accounts with
the banks, is unprecedented. He
explains that the law allows deposits
of government funds in mational
banks provided the banks secure the
deposits with government honds
“and otherwise.” He decides, there-
fore. that he may require security
partly resting on government bonds
and partlv on some other form of
security to be approved by him.

~

Those who differ with his policy
argue that if the law read “or other-
wise” Mr. Shaw would be right, but
that the use of the word “and” instead
of the word “or” makes it absolutely
clear that there is no discretion vest-
ed in the Secretary.

New York State leads this weekin
American politics. The Democratic
State convention met at Saratoga
on the 30th. According to the fore-
casts in the dispatches David B. Hill
was in complete control, and Bird
S. Coler was slated for the governor-
ship, Mr. Hill’s chosen candidate,
Judge Parker of the Court of Ap-
peals of the State, having positively
refused to be the candidate. The
forecast as to Coler proved to be cor-
rect. He was nominated on the 1st
by the first ballot and without oppo-
sition. The platform ignores the
Kansas City platform, declares for
tariffs for revenue only, denounces
protection as a trust-breeder, and
adopts the following clause with ref-
erence to government ownership of
coal mines:

We advocate the national ownership
and operation of the anthracite coal
mines by the exercise of the right of
eminent domain, with just compensa-
tion to owners. Ninety per cent. of the.
anthracite coal deposits of the world
being in the state of Pennsylvania, na-
tional ownership can but bein the in-
terest of the whole people. Fuel, like
water, being a public necessity, we ad-
vocate national ownership and opera-
tion of the mines as a solution of the
problem which will relieve the country
from the sufferings which follow dif-
ferences between labor and capital in
the anthracite mines. This course will
insure peace in the mining regionsand
remove the cause for differences, lead-
ing not only to suffering but ofttimes
to bloodshed and insurrection. It will
relieve the consumers of coal, not only
in this State but throughout the whole
country; insure steady employment
and ample compensation to labory
transfer children from the mines to
the schools; insure, strengthen and
preserve the stability of the business
interests and popular institutions of
our country. Whatever differences of
opinion may exist over other proposi-
tions of public ownership, the pro-
priety of that policy as applied to an-
thracite coal mines must be apparent
to every citizen.

The Connecticut convention of
the Democratic partv. which met on
the 25th, ignored the Kansas City
platform. A contest for its recogni-
tion was made in the committee on

resolutions, but none in the conven-
tion.

On the 25th the Republicans of
the Third Congressional district of
Towa nominated Judge Benjamin P.
Birdsall in place of Speaker Hender-
son, who declines (pp. 369, 374), as
their candidate for Congress. Bird-
sall belongs to the Cummins, or “Iowa
Idea,” faction of the party. But the
Congressional convention adopted a
platform which repudiates the “Iowa
Idea.” While endorsing the State
platform, it reads:

We deny that the Dingley tariff
breeds and shelters trusts. We in-
terpret the tariff plank in the Des
Moines platform of 1902 to be mere-
ly a reiteration of and to mean no
more than the St. Louis plank of 1896,
which recites: “We are not pledged
to any particular schedules. The
question of rates is a practical ques-
tion to be governed by the condi-
tions of the time and of production;
the ruling and uncompromising prin-
ciple is the protection and develop-
ment of American labor and indus-
try.”

Mr. Birdsall’s speech of acceptance,
however, was not in harmony with
this interpretation.

To replace George H. Durand, as
Democratic candidate for Governor
of Michigan, whose ill-health has
forced him to resign (p. 391), the
State committee, on the 30th, named
his brother, L. T. Durand, of Sagi-
naw.

At the State electioninGeorgia on
the 1st, the Democratic ticket was
elected without organized opposition.

L. F. C. Garvin was nominated on
the 1st by the Democratic conven-
tion of Rhode Island, for governor.
upon a platform declaring for the in-
itiative and referendum, home rule
for cities and towns. municipal own-
ership of public utilities. and elec-
tion of TUnited States Senators by
direct popular vote.

The gubernatorial election of Ver-
mont, at which no choice was made.
every candidate falling below a ms-
joritv (p. 345), has been settled
by the legislature. On the 1st it
named the regular Republican can-
didate. whose popular vote wassome-
what lareer than that of the contest-
ing Republican.

The opening meetino of the Re-
publican campaign-in Ohio was held



