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rise, either the consuming inter-
est or the land-owning interest
must suffer. Which it may be, de-
pends upon which offers the least
resistance, If higher prices would
not seriously diminish production,
production would go on as usual,
though prices rose. In that case
the consumer pays the higher
wages. But if higher prices would
check production to a degree suf-
ficient to throw considerable land
out of use, that land would com-
pete for a job, and landlords would
Lave to carry the rige in wages. It
is precisely so with precious metal
production, as with everything.
In that vocation, however, the nat-
ural opportunities are more com-
pletely monopolized than in other
vocations, and prices are as high
already as demand warrants., To
increase the price would corre-
spondingly narrow the market.
Consequently any rise in wages
must come out of the mine-owning,
as distinguished from the mine-
operating, interests. But as the
owning and theoperatinginterests
have a common treasury, higher
wages seemn to be at the expense
of employers. That it is really at
the expense of mine-owpers would
be obvious, if all royalties and
other ixed payments for mining
privileges were abrogated, and the
owners’ profits were keptin a sep-
arate till from the operators’ prof-
its,

-

The bitterness of the employers
in the stockyvards strike seems
hardly less than that of the mine
owners of Colorado. And it is the
same plutoeratic bitterness, char-
acterized by the same beggar-on-
horseback assumption of superior-
ity, the same contempt for law and
order, the same coldly calculating
inhumanityz the same destructive
spirit.  Here are hardworking and
by no means thriftless men and
women, whoseregularpayhasbeen
%0 small that within a week after
théir strike begins they are on the
verge of starvation. Here are free-
born American citizens forced by
economic conditions to sell the
Products of their.labor to the meat
trust on terms that would have
shamed any humane slave master

in the South before the war, and
set in motion against him the pro-
tective machinery of the slave
code. Here are men and women
whom this frust employs upon
more profitable terms than if
it were to buy them outright as
chattel slaves at a hundred dollars
a head and care for them as mas-
tersintheSouth were compelled to
care for their Negro slaves. Yetit
drives them into a desperate strike
in order to force still lower wages
npon them; and at the firat signs
of disorder in- this great writhing
mass of humanity struggling for a
chance to live, it yells lustily for
the police. Law is what it wants
when workingmen strike. Law!

Law! Law! Don’t you hear?
Law! But law is not what it
wants. It wants power, irrespon-

sible power. This trust is a law-
breaker by profession. Itisatrust
in flagrant violationof law. Itisa
thief caught in the act of stealing
great volumes of water from the
public mains. It is a tax dodger.
It is a reckless violator pf the san-
itary code. By all means let the
law be enforced. But let it be en-

forced impartially against it as

well as inits favor. Of that “safe
and sane” administration of the
law which singles out one class for
punishment and another for priv-
ilege, and for which the trusts have
so great a liking, we have had
enough. R .

It should be observed that
the outery against labor violence
is not always well founded. The
Governor of Nebraska has satis-
fied himself of this by pergonal in-
vestigation. There had been nu-
merous reports of violence in con-
nection with the meat trust strike,
and troops were in demand from
the offices of the trust. It was
then that the Governorinvestigat-
ed. “Disguised as a common la-
borer,” said the dispatches of the
1st from South Omaha, “Governor
Mickey, of Nebraska, mingled this
morning with the striking pack-
ing-house employes, listened to
their talk, watched strike break-
ers run into different plants, and
otherwise inveatigated for himself
as to whether Btate troops were

necessary for the maintenance of
order. Mr: Mickey had been in
South Omaha only a few moments
when it was reported that a car-
load of ‘breakers’ was coming.
Scoresofstrikers made a rush, and
with them went the Governor, bui
the crowd was orderly, and silent-
ly watehed the strike breakers
leave their car and enter the Ar-
mour plant. There were forty of
the non-union workmen. ‘In the
light of the reports of violence and
disorder which have been spread
I was agreeably surprised to see
the strikers acting so well,’ sail
Governor Mickey later.” And so
might other officials at other times
and in other places be able to say if
they were more solicitous for the
good of society and less eager for
the good opinion of men of money.

An illustration of the depth to
which this notion that law is the
luxury of the rich has sunk its
roots.maybe foundinthe Iron Age,
a plutocratic trade paper. In its
isrue of the 4th this entertainingly
ingenuous paper objects to labor
organizations’ heckling legislative
candidates with reference to the
kind of laws the candidates will
vote for if elerted. The American
Federation of Labor having an-
nounced its purpose to question
these candidates on government
by injunction,the eight hour bill.
and direct legislation, the Iron
Age says:

It is simply another attempt to ac-
complish by force or duress that which
the community has steadfastly refused
to grant. The principle which actuates
such a plan of procedure is precisely
the same as the conceptlion of sympa-
thetic strikes to influence an impatient
public against a hard headed employer-
or any of the other means employed to
stir up wholesale trouble whenever a
strike occurs that seems likely to fail.
Candidates for office are to be threat-
ened. with defeat unless they yleld to
the dictates of those who assume to
know the proper mumber of hours
which should constitute a day's work,_
and who would also break down judl-
clal obstacles to lawlessness in times
of strikes.

There is something pathetic about
the political ignorance (if it is not
sordid dishonesty) of a paper
which abhors the pledging of can-
didates by their constituents, as.
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i “threat” to defeat them for of-
fice. A ten-year-old child might
understand  that unless  those
who make the “threat” are sufli-
ciently numerouns, it must be inef-
fective; and even a subsidized
trade paper ought to know that if
they are sufliciently numerous to
mitke their “threat” good at the
polla. they ave exercising the right
for the exercise of which the polls
exist. The function of legislatures
is to enact the laws that the peo-
ple want; a function of the voter
is to keep out of oftice legislutors
who are opposed to enacting the
laws he wants. One might think
the Iron Age was satirizing its
own constituency, for of all brain-
hardened creatures on this foot-
stool, the worst is the average
“business” man who has had.his
arrogant dignity rufled and his ar-
rogant temper ruptured by the ar-
rogance of a union committee,
But the Iron Age can hardly be
suspected of satire. It is too se-
renely and smugly serious for
that. What it says is really a fair
cxpression of the spirit which pre-
vails among the clagrs upon which
it depends for advertising.

ECONOMIO CAUSES OF GAMBLING.

Although gambling assumes
many forms and is rather difticult
to define exactly, its chief vari
<ties and characteristics are fairly
well in our minds, Whatever else
gambling may include, it always
involves the getting of something
of value without earningit. This
increases the property of one per-
son and decreases the property of
another, as a result of what we
cull chance or of future develop-
ments which are not thoroughly
known to all parties when the
wambling transaction begins.

What.is it that leads people to
gambte?

While there may be some per-
sons who do it cimply for sport or
from other motives besides the
winning of the prizes,I am con-
vinced that the hope of winning
something of value is the chief in-
dueement to the great majority of
persons who engiage in gambling,
To eradieate gambling, therefore,
we must destroy or neutralize thix

principal motive—the desire to
get value without creating it by la-
bor or giving something in a fair
exchange. '

We cannot suppress it effectu-
ally by laws repressing this or
that form of gambling, although
these may be very desirable and
may be of great assistance. Thye
gambling spirit to a great extent
defies the laws and invents new
forms when old ones are denied to
it. We must strike at the root
and destroy or neutralize the prin-
cipal motive, the desire and will-
ingness to get value without a fair
exchange.

To illnsirate: This same de-
sire, in the form of stealing, has
been largely destroved or neutral-
ized. It has been destroyed in the
truly honest man, who has no de-
wire to appropriate his neighbor's
property and would scorn to do it
even in the absence of restrictions.
This desire has been neutralized
in most other men not strictly
honest, by attaching to the con-
duet known as stealing, as a con-
sequence thereof, a term in jail or
prison or the contempt or disap-
probation of society. To put it
biuntly, the motive to gamble, like
the motive to steal,—and it is the
same motive.—must be either de-
stroyved by making men strictly
honest and honorable, or it musr
be neutralized by attaching to the
conduct known as gambling, as a
consequence thereof, the reproba-
tion and contempt of rociety and
possibly penalties known-to the
law.

Nothing is truer than the saying
that primarily there are but three
ways of getting property, namely,
earning, begging and stealing; we
are all of us, morally speaking.
cither laboring men, beggar men
or thieves. In which class does
the gambler belong? He certainly
does not labor or beg. 1t is be-
caure society has not yvet awak-
cned to the fact that gambling is
thieving and is dishonorable that
it is still in many quarters fash-
ionable®and even considered re-
spectable,

You may reply that it is the na-
ture of men to get what will satis-
fy their wants with the least ef-
fort possible, . Generally speak-
ing that may be true. But
many men have ceased to be will-
ing to get value with Jittle eflort,

when the method is generally ree-
ognized as dishonorable or s dis-
‘honorable in essence. Ordivary
begging and the vulgar forms of
stealing have ceased to be respect-
able or popular; and, with right
education and-right thinking, the
more polite form of thieving,
known as gambling, may also be
put under the ban.

Your ordinary boy or girl, with
the education now commonly re-
ceived, would scorn to beg or pick
pockets. Our education must pro-
duce in the boys and girvls anequal
scorn to take another person’s
property on a bet or a wager and
actually convert it to his or her
own use. The taking of money or
property as a result of gambling,
is essentially a mean, low and
vulgar thing to do. There is no
element of dignity or manliness in
it. Boys and girls should be
tanght this truth both practically
and theoretically, just as they are
given all other moral and ethical
teachings. In the case of a youth
who has a fair sense -of the pro-
priety and fitness of things, the
money obtained by him upon his
first wager should burn his fingers
and make him so uncomfortable
that he cannot rest until he has re-
stbred it to its rightful owner. He
should find it beneath his dignity
to take andther’s property and ac-
tually use it to satisfy his own
needs and desires, just as much as
he would if a stranger should ap-
proach him and offer to make him
the object of charity.

Do not teach your child that it
is wrong to gamble because it isa
losing game. It may be inexpedi-
ent for that reason. But teach
him that it is a disgrace for him to
take and appropriate the value
produced through no effort of his
own. When individuals and soci-
ety can be led to look upon gam-
bling in its true light, as an un-
dignified, mean and vulgar prac-
tice, the chief motive for gambling
will be destroyed or neutralized.

We have now considered the na-
ture of gambling and the general
characteristics of the remedy.
Are there any features in our eco-
nomic and industrial system which
hinder the application of this rem-
edy and are therefore to be econ-
sidered as causes of the preva-
lence of gambling? In my judg-
ment there are such economic
causes which contribute more than
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