September 6, 1912,

Socialist methods may be best understood on all
hands from reading chapters xviii and xix of
Henry George’s “Social Problems,” and chapter
xxviii of his “Protection or Free Trade.”

& 8
The Last Argument in a Bad Cause.

When bad eggs are used for arguments in any
cause it is a sign not only that the cause is as
bad as the eggs but also that those who thus de-
fend it know how bad it is. From which it may
be judged how poorly the land monopolists of
Missouri feel that they are making out in their
efforts to convince farmers that it would hurt
them to have their improvements and personal
property go free of taxes. The place was a school
house near Cedar Gap, Missouri. The time,
August 24, 1912. The speakers for the Missouri
tax amendments whose oral arguments brought
the bad-egg reply, were John Z. White of Chi-
cago, and Judge Pittmian and R. Gratz Brown of
Memphis. But the egg-throwers were not farm-
ers. They were hoodlums from a neighboring
town. And they “took to their-heels” as soon as
they had done the job in egg-oratory for which
they had appatently been hired by land monopoly
interests.

& o

Labor Cost.

One of the large facts proved before the Stanley
committee of Congress in its investigation of the
Steel trust, cannot be too strongly or too often
emphasized. The committee’s report puts it in
these words: “A most important economic fact
brought out and too often overlooked is that the
true measure of a man’s work is the tonnage pro-
duced per man per day, and not the mere amount
of wage paid. The true economic unit is the ton-
nage produced per man, and not the wage paid
per man.” This is essentially true of every other
industry, as well as steel production. The num-
ber of bricks ldid, the yards of cloth woven, the
pairs of shoes turned out, etc., etc., and the wages
per unit (quality of work considered, of course),
determine the cost of labor. For that purpose the
statistics of #éme wages are not at all significant.
Yet Protection. statistics of labor cost are based
upon time wages and not upon wages of produc-
tion. When statistics of wages of production, in
contradistinction to time wages, are considered,
it will be found that in all industries appropriate
to our natural conditions, American wages are
the lowest wages.

And American wages, when subjected to that
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test, fall with increased productive power. An
illustration in connection with the steel industry
is given im the Stanley report—“Report No. 1127,
62nd Congress, 2nd session, House of Representa-
tives,”—at pages 126 and 127. The labor cost
of producing pig-iron in Pennsylvania fell from
$1.25 a ton in 1902, to 82 cents a ton in 1909.
“Yet the realized value of the pig-iron output was
$15.64 a ton in 1902, whereas it was $17.44 in
1909. In other words, wage-workers in 1902 got
$1.25 for producing only $15.64 worth of pig-iron,
and in 1909 only 82 cents for producing $17.44
worth. In 1909 they produced $1.80 more in
pig-iron value than in 1902, and for 43 cents less
in wages. For every additional dollar’s worth of
product which they turned out, their wages fell
a quarter of a dollar.

o o o .
THE THRESHING FLOORS OF
ETERNITY.

All of the great philosophies of life conceive of
Time as only an eddy in the currents of eternities;
we are living in and working in That which Is—
forever and forever. .

All of the greater prophets and seers love the
gymbol of the Threshing Floor, where the wheat
and the chaff are separated. It remains in litera-
ture, as the sword and a thousand other things
remain, because it eternally sets forth the truth
behind the fact, the hope beyond the event.

&

The reason why history must ever be written
over, and told in the light of new comprehension,
is because of the dust and the noise of the Thresh-
ing Floors of eternity. After awhile the wheat is
swept together, the chaff is winnowed and cast
out; millions of great reputations perish in an
hour; men recognize another Liberator, and for
a moment there is a silence on earth agd in the
heavens. Then is it understood that, as in the
shaving of Shagpat, the Destinies have at last
shaped The Event.

Once the hidden, the ill-read issue was human
glavery, and for some seventy years every man and
woman in America was being sifted to the utter-
most though they kmew it not, on that mighty
Threshing Floor. When the dust cleared, we
saw Lincoln and Garrison and Whittier, and a
little group who had stood fast, had kept the faith,
had worshipped the Truth behind the Veil.

On a greater Threshing Floor, under wider
skies, all the children of men, far and near, are
being hammered even now; and when the dust



