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words with which he held out his
handful of plutocratic corn to the
hungry politicians of Illinois.

Some idea of the nature of that
mysterious influence which mo-
nopoly corporations seem to exert
upon business interests that are
not monopolistic, was inadver-
ently given at a public dinner in
Newark, N. J., a few evenings ago,
by Thomas X! McCarter. This
gentleman has been attorney gen-
eral of the State, an oftice which he
resigned for the pmrpose of becom-
ing president of the Public Service
Jorporation, a gigantic body cor-
porate which controls imperial
franchise grants,—a profitable
species of graft on a Brobdingna-
gian scale. Said Mr. McCarter, in
his speech at the dinner men-
tioned, as subsequently verified
by himself:

If the Public Service Corporation
goes down as a result of movements to

- which I referred a few moments ago,
down go the underlyingsecurities, down
goes individual after individual. Show
me the bank in Hudson county that
can stand up under it. That is the seri-
ous aspect. The banks have got these

securities as collateral, the individuals
have got the securities as investments.

Thus is lucidly explained the mys:
tery of this nation-wide collusion
between business interests and
monopoly interests—two things
that are in their nature absolute-
Iy hostile.

Monopoly interests rest upon
grants of public rights as private
privileges. These privileges can
be made to hold much “water.”
Business men. instead of content-
edly pursuing their legitimate
business callings, invest in this
“water,” and banks accept it as
collateral for business loans oth-
erwise legitimate. Consequently,
great volumes of legitimate busi-
ness come to rest upon monopoly
privileges, and monopolists are
able to frighten masses of busi-
ness men and their employes by
threatening disaster to all busi-
ness as a result of attacks upon
privilege. Thus do the lion of mo-
nopoly and the lamb of business
lie down together, with the lamb
inside.

Congressman Baker should
have the cordial support of every
honést citizen, whether in or out
of Congress, and of every honest
newspaper, in his efforts (pp. 274,
289, 498) to break upthat form of
bribery which consists ia giving
railroad passes to public ofticials.
It is useless to say that this is no
bribery. Railroad corporations
are not likely to load down public
officials with passes unlessit pays,
and it can pay in only one way—
by making the favored officials
friends of the favoring corpora-
tions. Congressman DBaker re-
fused the pass fhat was offered
him. He went further, and
brought the matter before the
Democratic caucus of the House.
Most of these members were, like
their Republican associates, well
supplied with railroad passes, and
they served the railroad interests
by pigeon-holing Mr. Baker's res-
olution. Mr. Baker now challen.

ges the House itself to take up the

matier. - e .

He has done this by offering a
resolution, calling upon the judi-
ciary committee to make an in-
quiry into the question of the law-
fulness of pass-bribery. Mr. Ba-
ker's resolution, introduced on the
26th, is as follows:

Whereas, the Baltimore & Ohio Rail-
road.,company, through its division
counsel, George E. Hamilton, on July
21, 1903, did send and tender to Robert
Baker, a member of this House, repre-
senting the Sixth New York district, a
card of travel good for 1903, the same
being a free pass over all the lines of
the said company east of Pittsburg; and
whereas, the letter accompanying such
card of travel declared that “heretofore,
under the regulations of the company,
annual passes have not been issued to
members-elect until the Congress to
which they were elected had convened,”
and that ‘“this regulation has been
modified, and from now on annuals will
be sent to members residing in com-
pany’s territory the first day of July
following their election,” thereby ad-
mitting that the sending and tendering
of such passes had become an estab-
lished practice of the company: and
whereas, the tendering by and receiv-
ing of passes from common carriers ap-
pears {o constitute a contravention of
chapter 382, of the act of March 2, 1889,
and of other United States statutes;
therefore be it—

Resolved: That the judiciary com-

mittee of the House be and are hereby
directed to forthwith investigate, and
report at the earliest practicable mo-
ment, in what manger and to what ex-
tent this act of the Baltimore & Ohio
Railroad company, through its division
counsel, constitutes an infraction of
‘chapter 382, of the act of March 2, 1889,
or any other statute of the United
States. -And that, if it shall find that
such tendering Of a pass‘is a violation
of law, that the judiciary  committee
shall advise the House what action, if
any, should be taken to instruct the
attorney general to criminally prose-
cute the said Baltimore & Ohio Rail-
road company and the said George E.
Hamilton, or any other officer or officers
of said railroad company. And be it
further—

Resotved: That in ordér to enable it
to make the fullest investigation and
report at' an early date, the judiciary -
committee is hereby empowered to com-
pel the attendance of persoms, to send

for papers, to take evidence under

oath, and to sit as a full committee or
by a subcommittee during the sessions
of this House.

In the language of the street, it
is now *“up to” the-judiciary com-
mlttee of the Hquse, some of
whose " members are ‘doubtless
well supplied with railroad pass-
es, to put an end to this scandal-
ous even if petty iniquity.

Senater Tillman is both right
and brave in. condemning Cou
gressional appropriations for lo-
cal fairs and shows. He is right
in caHing: thig -a steal; -for Con-
gress does steal when it diverts
public funds to private or local
use. He is brave, because he does
not allow his own vote for such a
contribution to the metropolis of
his own State 1o silence him.
That is one of the good things
about Tillman; no one can frighten
him into approving wrong things,
by pointing at him an accusing fin-
ger.

Following the completion of the
tax assessment of New York city
under the new system, which dis-
tinguishes land values from im-
provement values and is based
upon full value (pp. 659, 676), the
New York Tax Reform Associa-
tion, 52 William street, has pub-
lished a significant compilation
relative to each horough, of the
statistics revealed by this mnew
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and enlightening assessment sys-
tém. We tabulate the totals:

-
Valuation of real estate.......... $4,798,344,789
Valuation of land.......... . ,686,
Valuation of improvements..... 81,100 657,854
Percentage of land valuation to
valuation of real estate........ 77 Pper cent,
Area In acres . 209.218

Population, census of 1900...... 3437 202
Population’ 1per ACM....ivuirnrnnns
Acreage value of lJand per acre. 817 673
Average value of lmprovements

PEL BCTO tuvvvvrvrivernensenenanns $5,213
Average value of land per cap-

fta .. e $1,075
Average value “of Improvements

Per Capita ....ivovviilennnnnns $320

It is difficult to realize the mag-
nitude of values when they run
ifito” billions, witliout some con-
crete example. To say, therefore,
that the bare land of greater New
York is worth $3,697,686,935.
makes no great impression. Let
us translate it, then, inté farm
values. Almost anyone can recall
some well improved farm of say

100 acres and worth about $50 an ]

acre. Suppose we ‘translate into
such farm values that $3,697,686.-
935 of New York land values, and
see how much of the earth’s sur-
face those farms would cover.
This would give us 738,537 $5,000
farms of 100 acres each. As the
area of about 614 of these farms
would make a square mile, wr
should have a path of those farms
one mile wide and 113,621 miles
long. Thus the naked land values
of New York city represent a
path of $5.000 farins of. 100 acres
each, one mile wide and extending
more than four times around the
globe. When it is considered that
other cities, towns and villages
vield similar results in kind, and
that hardly a foot of the habitable
globe is left which does not com-
mand its price for the privilege of
mere occupaney, there is some-
thing queer about the familiac
contention, especially common in
universities, that land is a factor
of but little importance in modern
industrial life.

The value of this new mode of
assessment, simply as an improve-
ment in fiscal methods is well ex-
pressed by the New York Com-
mercial Advertiser of January 12,
which says editorially:

The assessment figures made public

yesterday show no startling general in-
crease in realty valuations, and, but for

the novelty of the
stating separately
the land and the
the real estate, would have
aroused little interest. Even the new
feature seems already accepted as a
matter of course. The quietude of this
reception is in remarkable contrast to
the storm of opposition which was
evoked by the mere suggestion of doing
exactly what has been done. All sorts
of objections were raised to the plan
of making separate valuations and pub-
lishing the details of the work of the
assessors. And yet, like that other re-
markable reform of the Low adminis-
tration—the assessing of real estate at
its full value—it was the only intelli-
gent thing to do. . . Quietly
as the reform has "been ush-
ered in, however, its importance will be
increasingly appreciated as time goes
on. It Is obvious, for instance, that the
deputy tax commissioners cannot very
well discriminate in assessing land val-
ues, when they are obliged to state these
values, regardless of the improvements.
Mere slavish copying of previous as-
sessment rolls will no longer be suffi-
cient. Taxpayers can readily make

new plan of
the value of
total value of

| comparisons between the assessments

on their own and their neighbors’ prop-
erty. Furthermore, in the event of legal
proceedings being instituted by a tax-
payer, bétter evidence will be available
for substantiating such claims, and con-
versely, for upholding the valuation it
it be right. The reform is another
notable legacy from Mayor Low’s ad-
ministration to the cause of good gov-
ernment. Nor should the New York
Tax Reform Association, which for
years had been recommending it to
previous administrations, be forgotten
in the general congratulations.

—

This system has been adopted
also by Detroit; and the results
there show that there is nothing
peculiar to New York in the vasf
difference between land values
and improvement values. InNew
York, as shown above, the land
values are 77 per cent., while the
improvement valnesareonly 23 per
cent.,of the total real estate value.
In l)otro:t the proportion of
land values is 59 per cent. and of
building values only 41 per cent.
The Detroit figures for 1903 are as
follows:

Land ................... ..$112.677.700

Buildings ............. .. 71,519,360
Total real estate.................. $190,197,060

These figures from Detroit and
New York should be extremely in-
teresting to those farmers who
have been buncoed into believing
that the exemption from taxation

of all property but land values
would burden them with more
taxes and let off the: cities with ~
less. The very reverse is the fact..

THE IMPRESEMENT OF ENEMIES
INTO THE SERVICE OF TRUTH.

The Truth is ingenious in its
manner of working. In present-
ing a new phase of itself to man-
kind it begins by choosing a few
earnest workers who are ready to
see it. But it does not trust the
whole propaganda with them. It
presses its'enenties into its service:
by methods which lead them on to
work even more vigorously for its
cause than do many of its follow-
ers. One of these ways is the sup-
plying of its advocates with a new
set of telling phrases; these soon
become current and reach the ears
of the conservatives; the shrewd
ones among them who fear loss to
themselves from the triumph of
the new truth immediately recog-
nize danger; they see that the peo-
ple will be won over if they ape
not blinded to the real™meaning’
of these truth-carrying mottoes:
80, with an air of great candor,
they .adopt the phrases them-
selves, giving them a meaning of
their own. They thus lead their
forces directly up to the strong-
hold of their enemy; and the fair-
minded of their followers, at this
close view, recognize the firmness
of the ground on which their op-
‘ponents aretestablished, and, one
by one. drop over to the other sudo

Among those phrases is “equat
opportunities.” The conserva-.
tive means, by thig, equal oppor-
tunity, to each, to strive to mo-
nopolize everything himself.
Under our government every per-
son may be said to have equal op-
portunity to try the fight for the
gain of those special privileges
which will land him at the top of
the pile of his prostrate compan-
ions, fallen in the struggle. This
is what the advocate of special
privileges means by the adopted
phrase; but the progressive man
means by it that special privilege
shall be banished from the eco-
nomic system.

Everv time the conservative
utters these words. or any others
with which Truth is revealing a
greater depth of its own nature
than men have known before,
that conservative is loosening u
stone in the old landmark. It is



