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on the 21st a proposal to confer the voting fran

chise on women.

+

By a vote of 8 to 3, the judiciary committee of

the Massachusetts Senate recommended on the

21st that the petition for votes for women (p.

206) be referred to the next legislature. On the

same day and also by a vote of 8 to 3, the judiciary

committee of the New York Senate voted to re

port against two of the woman suffrage amend

ments pending before it (vol. xiii, p. 421), these

being so similar to a third as to imply defeat of

woman suffrage in any form or to any extent.

+

A bill for votes for women was defeated on sec

ond reading in the Ontario parliament on the 21st

by a large majority. Premier Whitney (Liberal)

characterized the measure as hurried and reckless

legislation.

+

Extraordinary interest was taken by women

voters in the municipal election in Tarrytown, N.

Y., on the 21st. They voted for bonds of $70,000

for purifying the local water supply and improv

ing fire protection.

Dispatches of the 21st credited the women of

Milwaukee with taking a leading part on the 21st

at the primary election for the nomination of

school directors. This primary was under a new

law which restricts candidates for the four vacan

cies to the eight polling the highest number of

votes at the primary. Its promoters argue that its

purpose is to seeure majority elections: the

Socialists argue that it is intended to de

feat them. However this may be, only two So

cialists out of four were nominated ; and the dis

patches attribute the result to women voters.

+ +

Industrial Tax Exemptions in New Jersey.

The progressive bill on taxation which was in

troduced into the lower House of the New Jersey

legislature February 27 by Arthur P. Jackson

(p. 227), has come out of committee with a fav

orable report and now awaits the action of the

House. As before reported, this bill proposes to—

exempt from taxation all personal property, all

buildings, structures, or other improvements erected

or constructed upon or in land, and in which shall

be included all excavations, earth elevations, grad

ing, or other changes in the natural formation of the

land which shall have been made within twenty

years before the time exemption is claimed.

This bill does not include franchises or privileges

in streets or highways or public places, within the

class of exemptions. Although the act, if adopted

by the legislature, is to take effect at once, it is

not to go into operation in any municipality or

taxing district until adopted by the voters of such

municipality or taxing district; and at such local

elections arguments for and against adoption are

to be supplied at public expense to each registered

voter.

+ +

To Cheapen Land in New York.

A commission of ten aldermen and ten un

official citizens, recently appointed by Mayor

Gaynor to make recommendations regarding the

congestion of population and overcrowding in

New York City, and of which ex-Senator Jacob

A. Cantor is chairman and Benjamin C. Marsh is

secretary, has reported at length and in minute

detail. Its report makes numerous recommenda

tions regarding building operations, tenement and

factory regulations, area of dwelling apartments

and rooms, conditions of labor, parks, play

grounds, schools, sanitation, outdoor relief, immi

gration, etc. The most important practical meas

ure recommended will be found on page 5 of the

report, as follows:

(a) That the rate of taxation upon all build

ings be half the rate of taxation upon all land,

and that this reduction be secured by an equal

change in each of five consecutive years.

(b) The question of recommending an unearned

increment tax has been strongly advocated before the

Commission. The principal argument advanced in

support of the imposition of such a tax is that in

nearly every instance where real estate values have

increased, such increases have been due wholly to

public improvements and to the general development

of the city, and in no way to action on the part of

the property owner. Some members of the Com

mission have strongly urged that this Commission

should advocate such a tax to be levied annually on

the increase in the assessed valuations of land—the

proceeds of the tax to constitute a fund to be used

exclusively for the construction of rapid transit un

dertakings. The Commission has refrained from

making such a recommendation because they believe

that the subject requires greater study and investiga

tion than they have been able to give it, and because

there is a division of opinion among the members as

to the expediency of such a tax at present. The

Commission, however, refer this question to the

officers of the City Government, with the request

that it be examined and considered by them, and

that public hearings be had in order to determine

what action, if any, should be taken by the City with

respect to this tax.

(c) That is a means of ascertaining the true

price of land and of taxing it justly, the true price

be required to be registered when the property is

sold, so that the taxing officials may have definite in

formation upon which to base their assessment.

+ +

Land Value Taxation in Ontario.

There was a discussion in the Ontario parlia

ment (vol. xiii, pp. 540, 1193) on the 21st over

the question of local option in municipal taxa

tion, in the course of which A. G. MacKay, leader
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of the Opposition (Conservative), made a strong

speech in favor of the principle. The bill had

been introduced by A. E. Fripp (Conservative), of

Ottawa, Ont. It allowed municipalities the right

to tax buildings, improvements, business and in

comes, at a lower rate than land values. Mr. Mac

Kay argued that the adoption of the plan by one

municipality would not interfere with any other,

as the property taxed could not be moved, and that

the plan would be particularly advantageous in

, the north, where land was often held for specula

tion. In Owen Sound (his own constituency), he

said, there was a case where the growth of the

town was making one man wealthy; and he added

that Vancouver was not a country village, yet it

had demonstrated how this plan of assessment

worked out. In introducing the bill Mr. Fripp

stated that the city of Ottawa was anxious to have

it passed; that municipalities were not now re

ceiving a sufficient proportion of the unearned

increment of vacant land; that he did not think

that incomes should be taxed, for a man who was

able to earn a good salary by working hard was

entitled to exemption as much as for improve

ments on his house. This plan, he said, stimulated

industry, encouraged building, and checked the

holding of land for speculative purposes. If man

ufacturers knew that every addition to their build

ings would not be taxed there would be a great

deal more building. It would also improve con

ditions of home life, and would do away with

slums altogether. Mr. Fripp thought Ontario was

behind in this kind of legislation. He referred

also to the city of Vancouver, which had adopted

the single tax system and had advanced wonder

fully as a result. The bill was supported also

by Allen Studholme, the Labor member for Ham

ilton. But the Premier, Sir James Whitney (Lib

eral), said that while he was glad the question had

again been brought before the legislature, he ob

jected to the bill on principle and requested that it

he withdrawn. This was accordingly done. It

will be introduced again, however, at the next

session, 1912.

+ +

The Ferrer Trial Discussed in the Spanish Parlia

ment.

The trial and execution of Francisco Ferrer at

Barcelona in October, 1909 (vol. xii, p. 1095; vol.

xiii, p. 1001), has become a subject of debate in

the Spanish Cortes, the proposal for a discussion

of the subject having come months ago from the

Republicans, and having been accepted by the

government. In opening the debate on the 27th,

Deputy Soriano asserted that none of the facts

charged against Ferrer constituted the crime of

rebellion, according to the military law. Ferrer's

trial and execution, he said, were directly due to

political causes, for which the Conservative

government and party were answerable,

Russia's Constitutional Crisis.

The resignation of Mr. Stolypin as Premier of

Russia, reported last week (p. 277), was with

drawn, according to dispatches of the 23rd. The

resignation had been reported as having been due

to the rejection by the Council of the Empire

(corresponding to our Senate) of the Zemstvo bill

for self-government in the nine western provinces

of Russia. By Imperial ukase on the 24th

two reactionary members of the Council of the

Empire were suspended from all sittings of the

Council until January, 1912. This was done, it

is reported, as the price of Mr. Stolypin's con

tinuance in office. Ukases were also signed ad

journing the Council of the Empire and the

Douma (vol. xiii, p. 1189) for three days, thereby

creating an interval during which laws could be

issued by Imperial action. Then on the 26th an

Imperial ukase was issued promulgating the

Zemstvo bill. On the 27th A. J. Guchkoff (vol.

xiii, p. 350), leader of the Octoberist party—the

most conservative of the constitutional parties in

Russia—resigned as President of the Douma. On

the 28th the Douma, after an impressive debate,

adopted by a vote of 174 to SS an interpellation

which was supported by the Octoberists and the

other opposition parties, accusing the government

of unconstitutional practice in promulgating the

Zemstvo bill.

. NEWS NOTES

—The Rt. Hon. Richard Haldane, for the last six

years British Secretary of War, has been raised to

the peerage with the title of viscount.

—Andrew P. Canning will speak on “Individualism

and Collectivism” before the Chicago Single Tax

Club, 508 Schiller Bldg., Friday evening the 31st.

—Parkersburg, W. Va., has adopted the commission

form of government with the direct primary, the

short and non-partisan ballot, and the Initiative,

Referendum and Recall.

—The Albuquerque Tribune-Citizen, which has

ben ably edited by William Hoffman, a democratic

Democrat, has passed from Democratic to Repub

lican ownership, and Mr. Hoffman is no longer its

editor.

–President Taft cn the 27th decided to refuse

pardons applied for in behalf of Jo...n R. Walsh

(vol. xiii, p. 963) of Chicago, and Charles W. Morse

of New York, both of them bankers convicted of

banking offenses under Federal statutes. -

—Two expeditions, one headed by the English

man, Captain Robert F. Scott (vol. xiii. p. 543), and

the other by the Norwegian, Captain Roald Amund

sen (vol. xiii, p. 919), are now on the Antartic con

tinent for purposes of exploration and polar “dis

covery.”

—The Direct Legislation League of Illinois (pl).

105, 252) makes a call for funds to carry on the


