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paper that published the extracts from it

was Moses Harman's Lucifer, a paper so

much disliked by the authorities that they

are always glad of a pretext to suppress it;

and edited by a man df ideas so unpopu

lar that the general public has looked on

with seeming indifference when the law

was strained against him. ... In view

of the defeat of the bill asked for by the

Massachusetts W. S. A. to forbid the pub

lication, of indecent medical advertise

ments; in view of the free circulation

through the mails of yellow journals con

taining all manner of offensive scandals,

decorated with flaring headlines; in view

of the great mass of unquestionably cor

rupt material that is sent broadcast with

out interference, the suppression of the

quotations from Dr. Stockham is laugha

ble. Let our government put at the head

of the postal department an official who

. has not only more sense of fairness than

the present incumbent, but also some lit

tle sense of humor.

THE RACE QUESTION.

(Columbus, O.) Press-Post (Dem.), Aug.

17.—It is said that there was a general

craning of necks at a fashionable Sara

toga hotel when John Wanamaker walked

Into the dlning-rom arm In arm with

Booker T. Washington. It is only natural

that people should stare at such a per

formance at this stage in the real emanci

pation of the Negro. The nation as a na

tion has been too slow to recognize that the

braJn makes the man, not the color of the

skin, not ancestry, not environment, nor

previous condition of servitude—but brain.

CHICAGO TRACTION QUESTION.

Chicago Examiner (Dem.), Aug. 15.—The

people of Chicago voted for municipal own

ership. . . . Now, a verdict of a ma

jority Is a safe rule of action, but those who

fought for private ownership hold to the

idea that the majority was crazy and that

any trick or subterfuge to ignore theJr

wishes is good business, and better poll-

tics. . . . Dunne, single-handed, cannot

carry out the wishes of the people. No one

man can. But If those who voted for Dunne

keep behind him and bock up his effort by

their own effort the project can be put

through.

RAILROAD PASSES.

Milwaukee Daily News (Dem.). July 14.—

When Representative Baker, of New York,

returned the railway passes sent to him

following his election to Congress, with a

letter setting forth that he could not recon-

cl> their retention with his obligations to

the public, he was sneered at as a "crank"

by his associates and became a target for

the pert paragraphers of the Republican

press. ... In declining the passes,

Secretary Bonaparte urged the same rea

sons that were offered by Representative

Baker. . . . Secretary Bonaparte has

come perilously near to offering an affront

to his chief. He has placed an affront upon

every Senator and Representative and has

shown slight respect for the Judiciary.

Quite unanimously they stick to their

passes.

THE QUESTION OF JAPANESE IN

DEMNITY.

Chicago Rtcord-Herald (lnd. Rep.), Aug.

23 —To Japan Indemnity does not mean

wealth, hut national life. It means ability

to maintain herself In a position to wnrd

off a future Russian war of revenge. Rus

sia looks upon indemnity In the same way.

. . . What will be Japan's position if she

accepts peace without indemnity? She will

be heavily burdened with debt—perhaps

mounting up to six years' value of her

national revenue. She will need to devote

her best efforts to paying It off. She wl'.l

have little available income to devote to

building up her military establishment to

meet the Russian attack which will be al

most certain to come In a decade or two

If Russia sees then a good opening for re

venge. The receipt of an adequate indem

nity means, therefore, to Japan a compara

tively fair footing In the future against

her great enemy. What does the payment

mean to Russia? It means that she will

remove her enemy's greatest handicap and

at the same time Increase her own handi

cap. It means that if she cherishes the

hope of revenge she may have to postpone

It for generations Instead of being prepared

to seek it in a decade more or less. It is

true that Japan may conclude to forego

indemnity. If she does forego it, that will

mean that she has sacrificed commercial

gain to feelings of humanity. It will mean

that she prefers the risks of peace In such

terms to the risks of continued war In the

immediate future, with the greater finan

cial burdens that will be heaped up by It.

It Is not a case of dollars versus lives. It

is a case In which the figuring may be In

dollars, but the end sought is on each al

ternative the preservation not only of Indi

vidual lives, but of the national life.

MISCELLANY

MISERICORDIA.

For The Public.

The newspapers of Chicago have reported

with approval that Chief of Police Collins

has ordered all men with prison records to

be arrested.

We have paid! the price, and paid it hard,

In the cursed clothes ye have mocked us

in;

And the sun crept slow past the windows

barred

Where we ate the bitter bread of sin.

And whose was the sin? Why, who can

tell!

Was it ours? Or our father's? Or yours,

• who make

Your life so easy and ours a hell,

So our little hands must learn to take?

But we paid the price through eternity,

And ye gave us the wages of our disgrace.

Then the doors clanged open, and we were

free,

And we skulked us each to a hiding place.

Now the orders are: "Go, round them up,"

As we were cattle and are not men.

No need for warrants, for those who supped

With the guest Despair In the prison pen.

Is this land free, or is It not?

Has a Jailbird ever another right?

For by Sweet Christ we have paid our scot,

And what can we do but hide from sight?

C. E. S. WrOOD.

WHAT LOW FARES HAVE DONE

FOR THE LAND OWNERS OF

ONE TOWN.

From The Press, of Columbus, Ohio.

Columbus may, and probably does,

have many minor points of superiority;

but so have other cities. There is, how

ever, one point of preeminent superior

ity with which Columbus is highly fa

vored. It is in the rate of fare on street

car lines. About four years ago we

were getting only sfx tickets for a quar

ter, and: were paying a nickel for trans

fers. With great effort, and In the

face of a mighty protest from those who

are now reaping the benefit, a franchise

was forced upon the railway company

providing for seven tickets for a quar

ter and transfers on tickets. A little

later a franchise was granted to the Cen

tral* Market line, providing for eight

tickets for a quarter, with transfers on

tickets. This gave Columbus the low

est fare of any large city in the United

States.

What did that mean? It meant that

it was cheaper to live and move and do

business in Columbus. This naturally

attracted people here and increased the

demand for business and residence prop1

erty. This increased demand for land

forced up the price, and that's about all

there is to it. Leaving out the ques

tion of rents, it Is about three dollars

per annum cheaper for every man, wom

an and child to live in Columbus than

in other cities. The aggregate of

this is approximately a half million

dollars per annum. Inasmuch as this

is taken up by the landlord (Including

home-owners) in rent, it represents, on

a five per cent, basis, an increased cap

italization of land value in Columbus of

$10,000,000. This estimate is conserva

tive.

Do you see the poi nt ? Do you see what

a big difference a small saving on the

cost of public utilities makes? And do

you see who gets it? The man that

owns the land gets It. We have been

led to expect that the Columbus Rail

way company will soon have to give

eight tickets for a quarter. The ef

fect of that will be to add at least seven

or eight millions of dollars to the land

values of Columbus. Say, Mr. Landlord,

do you see the point? Isn't that rather

interesting? Don't you believe it would

be to your advantage to pay more at

tention to the cost of public utilities?

Some question of this sort is up every

few days. You can make money by

keeping your eyes open. You can make

yourself richer and make Columbus

greater by making it a cheaper place to

live in. Think it over.

A JAPANESE FRIEND ON TALK.

For The Public.

Just across the hall from' me at

college roomed a clever young fellow

from Japan. I had not seen him for

years, when a few weeks ago he ap

peared in my office. After graduation

he returned to Japan, and has had a

successful career. He has been in

the States this second time only a

few weeks, but I was surprised to see

what familiarity he *.as with our poli

tics and- general conditions. -'


