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perhaps, that all commodities have not gonre up.
The following show declines, comparing prices in
1911 with the average for the period 1890-1899—
sheep, soda crackers, California raisins, mutton, rice,
bicarbonate of soda, tea, onions, some Kkinds of
clothing, raw silk, wool, candles, Connellsville coke,
matches, bar iron, galvanized barb wire, sheet cop-
per, copper wire, nails, steel billets, steel sheets
(black), shovels, wood screws, Portland cement,
plate glass, putty, window glass, wood alcohol, tea-
cups and saucers, glassware, paper, Manila rope,
starch. I believe that is all. So you see, we may not
be so badly off if we can manage to get something
to eat, or if we can restrict our diet to mutton,
soda crackers, raisins, onions and tea. A summary
is given of a recent Canadian.report on wholesale
prices from which it appears that Canada is in the
same boat. There are, indeed, some points of dif-
ference which may arouse curiosity. For example,
“fuel and lighting” show a decline in Canada against
an advance of 22 per cent in the United States. Coal,
taken separately, shows an advance of 31 per cent
in the United States. Inferences would not be safe,
but it may be that we have something to learn from
Canada, or, perhaps, that the Canadian Captains of
Industry have something to learn from ours.

WM. E. McKENNA.
& &

New Zealand Number of The Single Tax Review.
An interesting fact brought out by Arthur Withy,

who contributes the main article to the current

issue of The Single Tax Review (a special New Zea-
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land number), is that the first suggestion that land
should be taxed in New Zealand came in 1844 from
a Select Committee of the House of Commons ap-
pointed to inquire into the state of the colony and
the proceedings of the New Zealand Company. This
recommendation, based on bitter experience with
land grabbers in the older colonies of Australasia,
shared the fate of many another valuable public
document. It was carefully flled away in Downing
street. The first public agitation against the land
monopoly, built up under Edward Gibbon Wake-
field’s scheme of colonization, which depended on
keeping labor cheap by maintaining the price - of
land so high that it was out of the reach of the
workers, came in the early seventies, when Sir
Julius (then Mr.) Vogel introduced his public works
and borrowing policy and proposed that land should
be made to bear some of the burden. S8ir Julius,
however, was afraid to deal with the land question.
He left that for John Ballance and Sir George Grey.
Mr. Withy gives extracts from reports of Sir
George's campaign speeches. When we remember
that these speeches were delivered forty years ago—
between the dates of publication of “Our Land and
Land Policy” and of “Progress and Poverty”,—they
become particularly interesting. The Grey-Bal-
lance land tax became law in 1878. The year
following, the Grey government was defeated
and the land tax repealed, a general property tax
being substituted. A wave of depression followed,
and when the Liberals again came into power, John
Ballance, who had never ceased to advocate the land
value taxation principle, introduced his bill, which

.

BOUQUETS THE POSTMAN BRINGS

““The Public is full of the stuff of poetry!”
WITTER BYNNER, Windsor. Vt.

“Enclosed find onedollar subscription to The
Public, the best little paper in America.”
DAVID SHEPHERD, R. F. D. No. 2, Johnstown, Pa.

“The Public continues to be one paper I read
regularly and completely, and if I don’t write the
Editor and thank him for each issue it is only be-
cause I don’t want to get in the way.”

A. C. CAMPBELL, Ottawa, Canada.

“This is one of the best investments I ever
made. Wish every intelligent farmer and me-
chanic and every patriotic lawyer in the Union

would read The Public.”
C. A. TEAGLE, Houston, Texas.

“The Public is ‘a national journal of funda-
mental democracy.” It is published in the Ells-
worth Building, Chicago. It is a weekly paper
and it costs one dollar a year. This advertise-
ment is given The Public free and without its
knowledge, because it is a periodical of unex-
ampled value to the student of modern political
affairs.” DISPATCH, Dallas. Texas.

“Isure get a lot of news and information
from The Public that I can’t get from any other
publication. I certainly don’t agree with some
of the writers, but they keep me thinking."”

A. H. RANSOM, Clyde, Obio.

“I take fifty periodicals and have just started
to list them for the purpose of weeding out those
I can best spare.

“I.was reading your September 13th number
when a notice came stating that my subscription
would expire with the last issue of the month.
I decided that the one number I had in my hand
was worth the year’s subscription and enclose
check for my renewal and a year's subscription
for my brother and my grandson.

“It would be a libel on The Public to leave
the inference that this Sept. 13th issue is
markedly superior to the average issues for the
year. Itisonly a good average for the year's
output. May The Public live until the victory
is won and then on and on."

DR. S. S. STILL, 300 Century Bldg.; Des Moines, la.
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was carried (1891) and has ever since remained on
the statute book. All this and very much more Mr.
Withy tells with wealth of interesting detail and
illustration. And the future in New Zealand? Read
the article in this same number of the Single Tax
Review on the United Labor Party—'The Hope of
the Future.” The other articles in this special num-
ber, and the valuable statistical matter that has
been collected for it, should, it would seem, be of
particular value for quotation in propaganda litera-
ture in this country. (Single copies of this num-
ber, 25 cents; in quantities of ten or more, 15 cents
each, Jos. Dana Miller, editor, 160 Nassau street,

New York.) B
8. B.

S - B - -

“As to the judicial decision quoted by my learned
friend on the other side of this case, if the court
please,” began the prosecuting attorney, “I say it's
punk_n .

“I protest, your honor!” interrupted the other

NEWSPAPER MAN
Seeks position. Has 20 years exrienoe as editor, ex”
ecutive and printer. Lately in charge of plant. Now
employed. Has legal education, is traveled, serene,
sober and swift. Can convince seeker for man of m
stamp of my reliability. Prefers West. No stand-
patter need write. Address M. F. W, care The Public.
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By A. S. GARRETSON

A book of negation that will interest and
inform you. It is pleasing in diction and
unique in arrangement.

This book contains much matter which
has not before appeared in works of this
character.

Cloth; 8vo; $1.60 delivered by mail.

SHERMAN, FRENCH & CO.
Publishers

6 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass.
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lawyer. “Such a remark is not in keeping with the
dignity of a court room.”

“I say it's punk—"

“Again I protest, your—"

“I insist, your honor, it's punk—"

“Your honor, this is outrageous! I demand a rul-
ing on that point!”

“I was only going to say that it’s punk—"

“Mr. Sharp,” interposed the judge, “you will not
be permitted to indulge in abusive slang in speak-
ing of a judicial decision in this court.”

“I assert once more,” bellowed the attorney, “that
it’s punctugted wrongly, as he quotes it! That is all
I was trying to say, your honor.”—Chicago Tribune.
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“In Chapter 1. he shoots at her five times. Ain't
that grand?”
“Yes; but them novels are misleading, Mayme.

THE CHICAGO SINGLETAX CLUB

Meets every Friday at 8:00 p. m.. at 508 Schiller Building
Oct. 25, Percy Roberts, *Is it Land Ownership or Land
Possession?*’

All are welcome. Ladies invited. Discussion. Literature for sale.
Qeorge C. Olcott. Acting Secretary.

Madame AINO MALMBERGQ, Finnish Exile

SHE WILL ARRIVE
In America NEXT MONTH to Lecture on
Finland’s Struggle for Freedom The Women of Fialand
Rassiaa and Finnish Women in the Movement for Freedem

Tllustrated with Slides and MOTION PICTURES.

WM. B. PEAKINS, Manager, Berkeley Theatre Building,
" West 44th St., near 5th Ave., New York.

The Edwin Burgess Letters
on Taxation

(PFirst published in 1859-60)

An original and remarkable Statement of the Singletax
and an almost forgotten curiosity of 19th Century
Literature.—Republisked by WM. S. BUFFHAM,
Racine, Wis, Price 15¢ postpasd.
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The Mission of a Liberal Church

By HERBERT S. BIGELOW

This is one of the most useful, timely and in-
spiring sermons that the Rev. H. S. Bigelow,

e Cincinnati preacher and democratic leader,
ever wrote. In pamphlet form it makes an
ideal piece of literature for distribution amongst
liberal-minded churchgoers, or amonilst people
who have “left the fold,” technically speak-
ing, because they felt the church lags behind
instead of leading the advance towards dem-
ocracy.

Single copies 5c: Twelve ¢opies 50c.
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