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of returning to the Philippines in the
early summer for the purpose of pro
curing evidence to submit to the
New Orleans on the 1st. It was re American people with a view to con
ceived with great ceremonial display. vincing them that it is desirable to
give independence to the islands.
Before departing upon this trip the When asked, on the 29th, what he ex
president gave an audience and later pects to come of the acceptance of
a state dinner to the Cuban commis American rule by Aguinaldo and his
sion, whose arrival from Havana we associates, Lopez replied:
reported last week. The reception
If Aguinaldo has willingly accepted
was given in the blue room of the United States rule, and if the other
white house on the 25th, and the din leaders also accept it, I presume that
ner in the evening of the same day. they will do so in the belief, whether
Prior to these courtesies the commis expressed or not, that a temporary ac
would be the best and quick
sioners were junketed with spectacu ceptance
est means of securing independence. I
lar attention by army officers, and have no hesitation in paying that inde
conferred with by the secretary of pendence will be ultimately achieved,
war, who is reported tp have assured no matter what Aguinaldo and others
them gently but firmly that no modi may do or accept. It is impossible to
fication of the Piatt amendment can crush the aspirations of an entire peo
be hoped for. No definite con elusion, ple who have been afflicted with des
of course, has been arrived at. One potism, but who have tasted of liberty.
of the commissioners, however, Gen.
Portuondo, the same that we quoted
American casualties in the Philip
last week, is reported to have said pines since July 1, 1898, inclusive of
that—
the current official reports given out
There was a misunderstanding, and in detail at Washington to May 1,
now, for us, at least, it has all been 1901, are as follows:
cleared. The trouble was with the
Piatt amendment. Many of the Cu Deaths to May 16, 1900 (see vol.iii.
Pag-e 91)
1>847
bans suspected it. They did not know
what it meant. They doubted the mo Killed reported from May 16,
1900, to the date of the presi
tive that lay behind it. Not that they
dential election, November 6,
thought it might be unfair to Cuba
WOO
xoo
only, but to the United States. The
explanation given to us at Washington Deaths from wounds, disease and
accident, same period
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is plain and dispels our doubts. None
of us can now question the honesty
Total deaths to presidential
or impugn the fair-mindedness of the
election.
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senate. To be sure, there are terms
about the amendment which cannot be Killed reported since presiden
tial election
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adopted, but I think a great deal has
Deaths from wounds, disease and
been accomplished.
accident, same period
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The Cuban commissioners returned
on the 1st to Havana.
From the Philippines the dis
patches indicate that the Filipino
leaders are following Aguinaldo's ex
ample and surrendering. Among the
general officers reported as surrender
ing are Morres, Morales, Alejandrino
(who had been ragarded as the prob
able successor of Aguinaldo) and
Tinio. These surrenders leave, it is
said, only one Filipino general of im
portance in the field—Gen. Cailles.
He is charged by the United States
with persistently violating the laws
of war and has consequently been de
clared an outlaw.
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casualties since July, '98.. 5,095
casualties to last report. . .5,075
deaths to last report
2,651
wounded to last report
2,424
NEWS NOTES.

—The flood in the Ohio river, noted
last week, reached its highest at Cin
cinnati on the 25th.
—Edwin G. Cooley, the successor to
President Andrews as superintendent
of the public schools of Chicago, has
been reelected.
—Abillpassedby the Colorado legis
lature for the restoration of capital
punishment has been allowed by the
governor to become a law without his
signature.
—A consolidation of some of the
leading ocean steamship lines is fore
shadowed by the purchase at London

last month by Pierpont Morgan, of
the Leyland line.
—The Pan-American exposition at
Buffalo opened on the 1st. On Sun
days the exposition is to be open
from one to eleven p. m.; but all
amusement features will be sus
pended.
—John Fiske has been invited to
represent Harvard university at the
celebration at Manchester, England,
fchis summer, of the one thousandth
anniversary of the birth of King Al
fred.
—Lee Meriwether has instituted a
contest against Rolla Wells for the
office of mayor of St. Louis.
Mr.
Meriwether was the municipal owner
ship candidate at the recent election.
He was credited with 30,000 votes, but
claims that in each voting precinct
the democratic machine counted from
25 to 150 of his ballots for Wells. In
one precinct, where Meriwether is
credited with not a single vote, he
has procured nearly 100 affidavits of
voters who swear they voted for him.
—A successful experiment was
made at New Orleans on the 2Sth un
der the auspices of the Southern
Yacht club with an invention for pro
pelling vessels by wave force. The
inventor is Capt. John S. Watters, a
graduate of the naval academy at An
napolis, and for many years an offi
cer in the navy. The experimental
boat tested at New Orleans was driv
en in all directions, regardless of the
wind, simply by the force of the
waves. It operates upon the turbine
principle.
—Judge Thompson, of the circuit
court of Sangamon county, Illinois,
has decided the case instituted by the
school teachers' organization against
the state board of equalization with
reference to the assessment of fran
chises. He holds that the board must
list for taxing purposes the value of
the capital stock of all'corporationsto
the extent of the excess of that value
over the value of their tangible prop
erty already assessed, and issues a
mandamus accordingly. The case has
now been carried to the supreme court
of the state.
—At the trial at Omaha of Calla
han, the alleged kidnaper of young
Cudahy (see vol. iii, pp. 602, 729), the
jury on the 28th brought in a verdict
of acquittal, whereupon the judge
who presided rebuked the jury in this
language:
If Callahan had made his own choice of
awho
jurycould
he could
havehim
selected
have not
served
more 32ti men
. > <■■
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They founded a school in which to teach
The young idea to shoot.
They
Whatever
built a might
college come
in which
to fruit.
to pick
They heard of a teacher who didn't believe
In a Chinese wall at all.
They found a professor who taught his class
The land belonged to all.
They dearly would like to have called these
men,
Ah, yes, but they didn't dare,
For out of the gloom of the tomb they felt
The hand of a dead millionaire.
W. D. McCRACKAN.
A LETTER FROM TOLSTOY.
At the request of Mr. Ernest H. Crosby,
who was one of the promoters of the Doukhobor emigration from Russia to Canada
two years ago, Mr. John F. Baker, of
Kingston, Ont., wrote to, Count Tolstoy
last December some account of the con
dition and circumstances of the Doukhobor
emigrants. Miss Nellie F. Baker, Mr.
Baker's daughter, had spent last summer
among the Doukhobors. An interesting
account of her work was published in The
Public of December 8, 1900. Mr. Baker has
received the following letter of acknowl
edgment from Tolstoy.

in petticoats, short fat men in bathgowns, bald-headed, solemn men in
wrappers, bewigged and beperuked
funny little men in tea gowns, bearing
Caps of Maintenance, Imperial Crowns,
Royal Rods, and Court Keys t^o Back
Stairs; to see the foolish face of the
marquis of Winchester in medieval
garb, with a modern monocle stuck
into his starboard eye, carrying on1 a
tea-tray a tinsel crown; to see this
amusing medley, looking something
like the jacks of clubs and spades, and
something like a cheap masquerade;
to reflect that these men are of the
same blood as we are, and that this is
the twentieth century; to believe that
they believe that the short fat man is
their ruler because of the accident of
birth—to contemplate this amazing
spectacle is too much for one's gravity.
When we remarked, on the death o[
Queen Victoria, that monarchical
ideas had received a shock, one of our
readers took a column to convince us
we were wrong. All the same, we re
main unconvinced. If this solemn
mummery is one of the great jokes of
this century, it will not be one of the
jokes of the next.—San Francisco
Argonaut.

Dear Mr. Baker: 10
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two
The
THEgrowing
PASSINGscarcity
OF FREE
of LAND.
land and
papers that you sent me, and also
your very interesting letter, with the
photos, for which I thank very heart
ily you and your daughter.
I was vepy glad to know that you
are a warm partisan of Henrv George.
I ain quite sure that he will conquer in
the long run, and I will try to help in
this
(Signed)
as much as I can.LEO
Yours
TOLSTOY.
truly,
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wish to be
irreverent, and it trusts that it will
not shock any loyal Englishman, but
we cannot conceal our belief that the
pageantry and ceremonies over the ac
cession of Edward Xll. are deliciously, uproariously, and excruciat
ingly funny. It is the greatest joke of
the century—which, it is true, is only
two months old. How any person with
a sense of humor can look at the Lon
don pictorials without laughing, we
do not understand. To see pictures of
a short fat man, with a protruding ab
domen, waddling beneath enormous
royal. robes; to see him seated in an
elaborately carved medieval chair,
with his abdomen reposing on his
knees; to see this short fat person
covered with jewels, hung with or
ders, blazing with diamonds, bewrapped with ermine, and begirt with
gold; to see around him tall thin men

the hunger of man for a place he may
call his own are never more graphical
ly illustrated than during one of those
rushes for land like the one in 1880,
when the free land of Oklahoma terri
tory was thrown open to settlement.
Who can forget the mingled tragedy
and comedy of that exciting time and
not pray that its like may never come
again! Yet there is in prospect just
such another scene of brutality, out
rage and murder, for at this moment
thousands of men are waiting on the
borders of other vast areas of land,
prepared to make the run of their lives
to secure the land soon to be thrown
open. This land comprises about 3,800,000 acres, and is composed of reserva
tions in Oklahoma ceded to the United
States since 1895 by the Wiehitas and
affiliated bands of Indians, and the
Comanches, Kiowas and Apaches in
the southern and southwestern por
tions of the territory. Most of this
area is said to be fertile land, quite as
rich as any in the territory.
It is true that the government has
taken some precautions to lessen the
dangers of the forthcoming rush. For
instance, it has arranged to subdivide
in advance the land into counties, for
each one setting aside 320 acres for
county-seat purposes. This will do
away with the county-seat town-lot I
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speculator, and this is important. But
with the memory of the 1S89 rush still
fresh, it appears strange that the offi
cials of the general land office have not
devised some means whereby the
choice of locations might be made
without danger of bloodshed and riot.
If nothing better, a system of drawing
lots might be devised under which the
men drawing first choice in given coun
ties would be privileged to select first,
their filings to be the first ones ac
cepted at the local land offices. Any
thing would be better than the wild
and unrestrained anarchy of past ex
perience.
The passing of the land of the people
into private ownership is a sad mo
ment in the history of our country. As
we go out and in about Chicago, travel
through Illinois, or Michigan or In
diana,, and see the millions of acres of
virgin land—land that never grew a
crop, yet which is held at prohibitive
prices—and consider at the same mo
ment the millions who now are land
less, and the new-born children who
are coming into times when there is
left for them no heritage in land such
as awaited their parents born under
our flag—as we contemplate this
strange and unnatural condition we
are compelled to question the future.
Lord Macaulay said that so long as we
had a vent in free land, the safety of
our nation was secure, but he foresaw
troublous times when the people no
longer go out to the land and estab
lish homes for themselves. Man be
longs to the land —he is a land animal;
the history of the world has shown
that the active and passive factors of
production may not be separated with
safety, either to the individual or to
the state.—Editorial in the Farmers'
Voice, of Chicago.
NO PUBLIC GOVERNMENT BY PRI
VATE INTERESTS.
A letter written to the Buffalo Munic
ipal Ownership league, by Louis F. Post.
As published in the Buffalo Enquirer of
July IS, 1899.
1 have the honor of acknowledging
receipt of your letter of the ■— , ask
ing me to state briefly my reasons for
favoring the municipal ownership of
natural monopolies. The question as
you put it I am unwilling to answer,
because the term "natural monop
olies" is as a rule used without pre
cision; but as your allusion is doubt
less to highway monopolies, such as
water and gas mains, electric con
duits, street car lines, etc., I will give
you my reason for favoring municipal
ownership as to them.
The reason is fundamental. The
business of distributing gas, water,

