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greater part of the country; the
American authority being recognized
only within the limits of an armj'
garrison. While I was in Manila there
was fighting between our troops and
the Filipinos almost within gunshot
of the city. I will say further, that
It is a curious fact that some of the there is a condition of utter demor
most strenuous objections to the in alization in Manila, with barrooms
itiative and referendum come from everywhere.
persons who favor an intelligent suf This is the kind of information that
frage—that is, who advocate educa the Manila censorship is strenuously
tional qualifications. The fact is cu engaged in suppressing.
rious because the initiative and refer
The great disparity in killed be
endum is the best-known method of
tween
the Americans and the Fili
limiting the suffrage to the intelli
pinos
in
the various skirmishes re
gent. Thosa who understood and
ported
from
time to time for several
favored or opposed a measure initi
months
past
has been significant of
ated by or referred to the people
something
which
the normal Ameri
would _vote, while those who were in
can
mind
cannot
contemplate with
different would not. The unintelli
out
horror.
This
significance has
gent would thus voluntarily disfran
been
emphasized
by
the fact that the
chise themselves. This would be a
Americans,
though
they
win the en
far better test of voting qualifications
gagements
and
kill
scores
and even
than ability to read and write; and it
hundreds
to
one,
seldom
report
the
would have the further advantage of
taking
of
prisoners.
But
what
has
being self-imposed and therefore en
tirely consistent with the funda always been matter of reasonable
mental American principle of gov inference is positively stated by let
ernment by consent of the governed. ters from soldiers which now and
then percolate through the sieve of
As fast as men familiar with affairs the American censor at Manila. One
in the Philippines get beyond the of these letters, written by a private
range of Mr. McKinley's Manila cen soldier in the Thirtieth United States
sor the people of this country learn volunteers, whose name is for his own
the truth. The latest example is fur sake discreetly withheld, but who
nished by E. Spencer Pratt, the Amer seems to have entered into the game
ican consul general at Singapore, of slaughtering "niggers" with zest,
through whose friendly offices Dewey writes to a relative in Detroit as fol
was put into communication with lows, under date of July 3, which was
Aguinaldo. Mr. Pratt, who recently at the very height of the time when
arrived in New York, has made pub newspaper reports told of the killing
lic some of the facts he knows about of scores of Filipinos to every Ameri
American affairs in the Philippines. can killed and were silent on the sub
Manila, he says, is under martial law, ject of prisoners:
and news is withheld from the Amer
We are having a hot time over in
ican people. "The situation," he this country. The "niggers" are get
ting gay and would not pay their taxes,
adds, "is as bad as it can be made." He so at the point of the gun we made
continues: "It was almost impossi them shut up shop and not open to sell
ble to believe that such things could a thing to either natives or soldiers.
They made a big kick, but it did them
be done under the American flag and no good, and then what insurgents
in the name of the American govern there were in town wearing "amigo"
(friend) clothes posted up a sign, writ
ment." On the subject of Filipino re
ten in Tagalog, that any one paying
sistance, Mr. Pratt says that national taxes to the "American dogs" would be
sentiment among them is growing, killed1. We expect a scrap in town
not diminishing." He further ex at any time, but it does not cut any
ice with us. We've got lots of ammu
plains:
nition and can make it hot enough for
The Filipino forces are in possession them. Our orders are to kill and
and are operating throughout the shoot everyone at sight, men, women
no other plan can be described as
democratic. Until this plan has
failed no one has a right to say that
the democratic system has failed.

or children. Everything goes. At a
little scrap we had at Mayjayjay withthe "niggers" there were 39 rebels
killed and we did not get a man hit.
There is an American out of the Thir
ty-seventh who was a prisoner of the
"niggers," who was leading them, and
some of the Thirty-seventh's detach
ment saw him. It will go hard1 with
the traitor if we get him, as it is or
dered to shoot him on sight. We take
prisoners no more. It is too much
trouble to guard them.
Though anonymous letters are not
usually entitled to special considera
tion, there are reasons why tins
should be regarded as an exception.
For one thing, soldiers known to have
written such letters home would be
in serious danger even of their lives
in a country where the American flag
floats but the safeguards of American
law are ignored. For another, facts
are not allowed to reach the American
people through ordinary news chan
nels if the American censor thinks
they might be unpleasant political
reading at home. And in the third
place, the statements of the letter are
confirmed by circumstances. When
the Americans kill many Filipinos,
with slight loss to themselves, and
take no prisoners though they invari
ably win the engagements in which
60 many Filipinos are slaughtered, it
is a reasonable inference that the
"orders are," as this soldier says they
are, "to kill and shoot every one in
Bight."

"Adjt. Gen. Corbin has instituted
a rigorous investigation," says the
Chicago. Evening Post, one of Mr.
McKinley's thickest and thinnest
supporters, "into the source and re
liability of letters published in this
country, received from the Philip
pines, describing horrible butcher
ies of natives and looting and mis
conduct by the soldiers." As a re
sult, according to the Post, a letter
from E. E. Baker, company I, Fortysixth infantry, addressed to his
colonel, has been obtained, in which
Baker says that his statement, in
a private letter to his parents which
has been published, that the sol
diers "shot Filipinos like rabbits"
was "intended as a joke". This re

