The Public

45

\

constitution, and on the 27th, atthree
in the morning, came to an agree-
ment, almost unanimous, upon the
following additional constitutional
clauses:

1. The government of Cuba will not
make a treaty or agreement with any
foreign power which may compro-
mise or limit the independence of
Cuba, or which may permit or au-
thorize any power to obtain by
means of colonization or for military
or naval purposes, or in any other
manner, any foothold or authority
or right over any portion of Cuba.

2. The government will not per-
mit its territory to be used as a base
of operations for war against the
United States or against any foreign
nation.

3. The government of Cuba accepts'

in its entirety the treaty of Paris,
in which are affirmed the rights of
Cuba, to the extent of the obligations
which are explicitly indicated in

these, and especially those which the-

international law imposes for the
protection of life and property, and
substitutes itself for the United
States in the pledge, which they as-
sumed in that sense, according to
articles 12 and 162 of the treaty of
Paris. .

4. Cuba recognizes as legally valid
all acts of the military government
during the period of occupation; also
the rights arising out of them, in
conformity with the joint resolution
and the Foraker amendment and the
existing laws of the country.

5. The governments of the United

States and Cuba ought to regulate

their commercial relations by means
of a treaty based on reciprocity, and
with tendencies toward free trade in
natural and manufactured products,
mutually assuring ample special ad-
vantages in their respective markets.

In a preamble it is explained that in
so far as security for the indepen-
dence of Cuba is sought by the Amer-
ican demands other than those thus
conceded, there is ample security in
the constitution; and that the de-
mand for coaling stations militates
against independence, while that for
sanitary regulation should be sub-
ject to future adjustment.

Concurrently with the precipita-
tion of the question of Cuban inde-
pendence in the senate the question
of conferring upon the president un-
limited power in the Philippines—
civil as well as military, and legislative
and judicial, as well as executive—
was in the same way introduced in
the same body, the Spooner bill being
offered as an amendment to the army

appropriation bill. This Philippine
provision is in these words:

That all military, civil and judicial
powers necessary to govern the Phil-
ippine islands, acquired from Spain
by the treaties concluded ' at Paris
December 10, 1898, and at Washing-
ton November 7, 1900, shall, until
otherwise provided by congress, be
vested in such manner as the pres-
ident of the United States shall di-
rect for the establishment of ecivil
government and for maintaining and
protecting the inhabitants of said
islands in the free enjoyment of their
liberty, property and religion; pro-
vided, that all franchises granted
under the authority hereof shall con-
tain a reservation of the right to
alter, amend or repeal the same.

Mr. Vest moved to amend by mak-
ing all action on the part of the presi-
dent’s representatives in the Philip-
pines subject to the constitution and
laws of the United States. This was
defeated, 45 to 25. Mr. Rawlins of-
fered an amendment denying any in-
tention of holding permanent sov-
ereignty over the Philippines, and
limiting such sovereignty to the paci-
fication thereof and the ettablish-
ment of a stable government therein.
This was defeated, 45 to 24. Mr.
Bacon proposed to limit the operation
of the president’s unlimited power to
March 4, 1905. This was defeated,
46 to 26. Mr. Pettus proposed that
every appointee under this presiden-
tial power be required to take an oath
of office to support the constitution of
the United States. It was defeated,
41 to 25. Mr. Teller proposed that
the civil government to be established
in the Philippines should allow the
inhabitants the fullest participation
consistent with safety. It was de-
feated, 39 to 23. He then moved to
guarantee to the Filipinos our own
bill of rights—no ex post facto laws,
ete. It was defeated, 41 to 23. Mr.
Hoar moved that none of the Philip-
pine officials to be appointed under
this authority should exercise more
than one kind of the three great pow-
ers—legislative, executive and judi-
cial—“to the end that the govern-
ment might be one of laws, not men.”
It was defeated, 43 to 26.

Two amendments were offered by
the majority, as follows:

Provided that no sale or lease or
other disposition of the public lands
or the timber thereon or the mining
rights therein shall be made.

And, provided, further, that mno
franchise shall be granted which is

not approved by the president of the
United States, and is not in his judg- .
ment clearly necessary for the im-
mediate government of the islands
and indispensable for the interest of
the people thereof, and which can-
not, without great ‘public mischief,
be postponed until the establishment
of permanent civil government; and
all such franchises shall terminate
one year after the establishment of
such permanent civil government.

So amended, the Spooner clause was
adopted on the 27th at 10:30 in the
evening, after a session from 11 in the
morning, by a vote of 45 to 27. Hale
voted for it. Hoar and Teller voted
against it. Mason did not vote. Aft-
er midnight, as already stated, the
Cuban clause having been meantime
inserted, the army appropriation bill
passed with these Philippine and
Cuban clauses by a vote of 43 to 18,
and now depends upon the action of
the lower house.

While the fate of the Philippines .
is thus hanging in the balance in con-
gress, soothing reports of conditions
in the archipelago come from Manila.
They are to the effect that the Fili-
pinos in large numbers are becoming
convinced that the United States sin-
cerely intends to confer upon them
the blessings of civil liberty, and so
are welcoming the organization of
provinces under American sover-
eignty. The latest provincial organi-
zation reported is that of the province
of Bulacan, in which Malolos, the old
Filipino capital, is situated. Local
government here was organized by
the American commission on the
26th. Jose Serapio was made gov-
ernor,and Capt. Ernest A. Greenough,
treasurer. Salaries in this case are
not stated in the dispatches. This
province is not yet fully cleared of
hostile Filipinos, Col. Morel, with a
force of 300, being reported as operat-
ing from Santa Isabel.

A skirmish took place on the 22d
near Santa Crugz, in the province of
Cavite, in which several Filipinos
were killed. Another hard fight oc-
curred on the 25th near Cavinta,
province of Laguna, and six Filipinos
were killed. The same report tells
of two others in the province of Al-
bay, and still another in the island
of Panay. In the first, 18 Filipinos
were killed; in the second, nine; and
in the third six. No American casu-
alties are reported.

We turn now to China. The indi-
cations of the note of the 2Cth from



