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interest in it were convinced of the

importance of direct legislation.

Questions were sent to the candi

dates asking them if elected whether

they would vote for the proposed

measure. Answers were received in

the affirmative from 20 per cent, of the

candidates, and the rest did not an

swer, except in one case where a can

didate answered no. This candidate

was not elected. During the heat of

the election period little was aone be-

. sides writing letters to the newspa

pers, which are thought to have pro

duced considerable effect.

The measure was introduced in the

-Senate by a Republican. After its in

troduction Mr. J. Z. White was asked

to make a special visit and address

.the members of the legislature on the

subject. An appointment was made, and

Mr. White addressed both Houses just

after one of the sessions, making an

.address of about 15 minutes. All

members seem to have been pleased

-with what he said, and many expressed

regret that he did not speak longer.

Following this, the bill was brought

to a vote. It passed the Senate by

11 yeas to 4 nays. One of the Repre

sentatives who was known to oe fa

vorable to the measure, also a Re

publican, was asked to look after the

bill in the House. The bill was brought

before the House and was passed unan

imously. It may be said, however,

that the best friend the measure haa

in the Senate, and, In fact, in the

legislature, was one of the Democratic

Senators, and it was at his sugges

tion that a Republican Senator was

.asked to introduce it. Care was taken

all along not to make it a Democratic

party measure.

The Governor having, much to hU

honor, signed the bill, what remains

to be done is to create a sufficient in

terest in direct legislation between

now and the next general election,

.about 18 months hence, to insure a

general popular vote In Its favor.

Ways and means of accomplishing

this end have been carefully consid

ered, but plans have not as yet been

definitely formulated. In general, the

following observations may be made.

It is a mistake to assume that men of

the leading classes are opposed to

democratic ideas. Such an assump

tion frequently has the effect of mak

ing them oppose those ideas when un

der normal conditions they would not.

It is very easy to associate demo

cratic ideas with agitations distaste

ful to persons brought up as they are.

As a rule, the great average of these

people will adopt anything which is

the fashion, and it is just as easy by

proper management to make a demo

cratic reform fashionable as not. At

any rate it is well to repeat that it

is altogether unnecessary and of no

advantage whatever to excite their op

jposition.

When it came to the actual work to

be done, it was found that the only

persons who would go into it and do

anything were single tax men, and

perhaps one or two socialists. But

contributions could be obtained from

almost anyone with the usual diffi

culties.
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Norway and Sweden.

Since Norway's declaration dis

solving her union with Sweden (p.

150), voluminous news dispatches

have been cabled from both coun

tries, but they have reported little

but gossip and rumors. The fu

ture relations of the two countries

are still unsettled and doubtful.

One specific event in further

ance of the dissolution occurred

on the 9th. The Norwegians for

mally substituted for the union

Hag, the distinctive flag of Nor

way. At Akershus fort, Christi

ana, the ceremony of lowering the

union flag which had floated there

since 1814 and running up the Nor

wegian tricolor, was attended and

applauded by 30,000 people, in

cluding the members of the Nor

wegian Storthing.

Another event of significance

w;is an informal declaration by

the Swedish prime minister, pub

lished at Stockholm on the 12th,

that the Swedish government will

refuse to recognize the independ

ence of Norway, and that motions

to this effect will be submitted to

the Swedish Diet wlien it meets in

extraordinary session. This indi

cation of the probable attitude of

the Swedish government was con

firmed on the 13th in a formal an

nouncement by King Oscar in the

nature of a defense, in which he

said:

■ It remains for Sweden and for me as

king of the union to decide whether

the attack by Norway on the existing

union shall lead to the legal dissolu

tion of that union.

Ft was further confirmed by the

publication, also on the 13th, of

the following official circular

which had been sent to all

the Swedish and Norwegian con

suls representing the union

a broad:

After the Norwegian Storthing had es

tablished a provisional government for

Norway and in connection therewith

declared the union with Sweden dis

solved, the Swedish government decid

ed not to recognize said provisional

government. You are therefore in

structed to continue the exercise of the

functions constitutionally devolving on

you as Swe|^sh as well as Norwegian

consuls, with this restriction, that you

must not enter into communication

with the illegal Norwegian government

or obey its orders. In all emergencies

you must apply to the ministry of for

eign affairs for instructions.

Protests against recognition of

Norway were filed by Sweden

about the same date, with foreign

nations. The King had already, on

the 9th, refused to receive an offi-

cial deputation from Norway. His

telegraphic reply to the president

of the Norwegian Storthing was

as follows:

As I do not recognize the revolu

tionary steps which the Storthing in

violation of the constitution and act of

union and in revolt against its kin£

has unfortunately taken, I decline to

receive the deputation.

Russia.

The Zemstvo congress in illegal

session last week at Moscow ip.

151) has adopted an address to the

Czar, which, though suppressed in

the regular newspapers of Russia

by orders of the police, has been

privately circulated throughout

Russia, and parts of it have gone

abroad in news dispatches. It i.s

said to be a long document, de

scribing the danger of the present

situation both in foreign and in

domestic affairs, condemning the

bureaucracy, warning the Czar

that the police are preventing the

truth from reaching him, and pe

titioning as follows:

Sire, before it is too late for the wel

fare of Russia, command a convoca

tion of representatives of the nation,

elected by equal franchise, and let

these elected representatives decide

with you the vital question of war or

peace, thus transforming the war into

a national one. Let them establish an

agreement with you, a renovated na

tional organization.

A deputation of ten delegates,

headed by Count Harden and Mr.

Shipoff. was appointed by the con

gress to present the address to the

Czar. No indication of its presen

tation has yet been reported, al

though some dispatches men

tioned the 13th as the day on

which the Czar had agreed to re


