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when nominated ; but now that he is elected it ap-
pears that he is not trammeled by corporate in-
terests. Here is what he says on taxation, taken
from an interview in the Passaic News of Novem-
ber 5:

“Aren’tt you coming pretty near to the Henry
George doctrine, General?” the Daily News man
asked. “Oh, when it comes to taxing the land, I'm
a single taxer,” replied the Mayor-elect. “Now, look
here. We are standing in front of the People’s bank,
in which I happen to be interested.: The land, the
bare land, is taxed $7,500 a lot. That's because we
have put up on it a bank building of which we are
rather proud. Right above there is a precisely simi-
lar plot with a ramshackle old building on it, a build-
ing that Is a nuisance to us all, and the land is only
assessed $2,600 a lot. Don’t you see the inequality?
The justification that this land on which the People’s
bank stands brings in revenue and the land just

- above doesn’t bring in much revenue, is all nonsense.
I'll tell you what we’ve got to do. We’ve got to go
all over the situation and parcel out the land fairly
and assess it equally. Let us get the values up;
personally I'd like to see them ’way up, say ninety
per cent of the true value. When it comes to the
improvements I don’t care what is done so long as
the assessments are fair. I should like to see the
assessments on improvements as low as possible. Im-
provements are a benefit, not a detriment.”

+. ¢ *
DEFEAT HATH ITS VICTORIES.

Tom L. Johnson would have missed some-
thing had he won, something that has come to
almost every man who has lighted a fire in ad-
vance of his time.

In every age, in every clime, in every democ-
racy—no matter what the form of popular ex-
pression has been—the same thing has happened.
Aristides had to leave Athens because he was
- just; the Gracchi were deserted by the Romans
because they disturbed the existing order. When
Caesar turned his mind from the camp to the
social condition of the people they did not com-
prehend. In our own era Cobden and Bright
had to sit idly by and wait for the tide to ebb and
flow again. Washington was eclipsed for a time,
so was Jefferson; the people wanted peace, and
with both men there could be no peace. Only
fortunate accident saved Lincoln. Grant passed
from the Presidency to temporary obscurity only
to take a new place in the people’s hearts. Clem-
enceau in France, in many ways the most won-
derful, the most democratic, the one man who has
brought pride to the French people in recent
years, passed from the Ministry last year only
to be appreciated as he never was before in a
few weeks’ time.

No one has yet analyzed the mind of man in
the mass. Possibly no one ever will. But every
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line of experience shows that it is like the sea-
8Ons.

There is a seed time and a harvest. Their

coming and going cannot be created, cannot be

hastened, cannot be controlled. It seems to be
necessary to rotate from agitation to calm, from
achievement to rest or reaction. This is true
of every sentiment that moves men in their po-
litical relations.

The purely moral issue lives at most through
a single administration. Witness San Francisco,
and Seth Low’s administration in New York.

Even a military issue cannot hold a people who
have been carried into it with overwhelming en-
thusiasm. In the field of social and economic
politics it is even more true. The fires seem to
bank themselves automatically, and no man can
keep them aflame for the time being.

It is cruel, bitter cruel, to those who have gone
out on the skirmish line and found themselves
abandoned there. But it is probably only a man-
ifestation of nature in the progress of the world.

I confess I am rebellious about it. I am never
inclined to say, “It is all for the best.” Some day
the advantage may be obvious; but it isn’t
now. Yet if a man can, he ought to go out and
look up at the stars to get a proper perspective
of the things his heart is set upon. If you have
done that, or if you have not, then let us think
about tomorrow, and how Tom L. Johnson can
spend the next two years.

He won’t go to Africa for lions; so much we
know. It is certain that there is big game enough
in America to keep him occupied for an unlimited
period; the only question is which jungle here is

most promising. ""; ‘
FREDERIC C. H'
+ + 4 S

PARTISAN DISINTEGRATION.

Signs of that disintegration in the Republican
party which the Democratic party has experienced
possibly to the limit, multiply on all hands, and
Senator -Cummins’ speech at Chicago two weeks
ago was in no sense the least of them. '

The outlook is hopeful. :

Not that Senator Cummins said anything to
hearten impatiently expectant radicalism. He did
not. He stood out frankly for Protection. There
was not a free trade note in all his speech. But
he did hold up Protection in its nakedness, albeit
he gave it his approval.

Senator Cummins really believes in the Republi-
can platform, which demands Protection through
such tariff duties “as will equal the difference
between the cost of production at home and
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abroad, together with a reasonable profit to Ameri-
can industries.” So does the great “insurgent”
rank and file in the Republican party of which
he is a leader.

But this idea of Protection cannot survive a
thorough going popular discussion. Its fallacies
are so vulnerable that a political campaign be-
tween it and tariff for revenue only, would
probably give the whole tariff system its death
at the polls.

And though it were to win at the polls, the
impossibility of realizing it in legislation, would
offer such tempting opportunities to the greedy
Interests whom Senator Cummins is fighting, that
they themselves would open the public eye to the
iniquity of Protection and bring down upon it in
the very hour of its apparent victory the great
big public fist with a smashing knock-out blow.

+

A small thing it seems, that over which Sena-
tor Cummins in behalf of democratic Protection
challenges the plutocratic Protectionists to mortal
combat politically. .

But political revolutions break out over small
things.

In the very nature of affairs political it must be
so. The party leader who would command the
support of a discontented faction of his party in
order to make it progressive, cannot be extreme
even if he would. Votes are few at the extremities
of political pathways, and political leaders must
have votes just as military leaders must have
soldiers.

Votes in masses are to be got not by appeals
to - ‘remists, but by appeals to the middle minds,
to s that are as yet but barely distinguishable
fror se from which they are ready to secede,
or wnan may be unwilling yet to secede at all.

Tt is for this reason that radicals in agitation
are seldom successful in politics. Leadership in
thought and leadership of men are totally differ-
ent functions, usually requiring different faculties.

And neither kind of leader can long fool any-

body by merely posing for the other kind.

It is because Senator Cummins sees no further
than “fair” Protection “for all”—which is as far
as the revolting masses in the Republican party
vet see—that he is a better political leader for his
time and opportunity than if he were at heart a
free trader. The point is that he and his follow-
ers in Towa, like La Follette and his followers in
Wisconsin, and other Republicans in other States,
are raising the real issue, and raising it so gently
that their party will be shaken up and racked
to pieces over. it hefore its radical tendency is
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generally recognized. It was not over the ques-
tion of slavery but over an extension of slave ter-
ritory, that the two great parties of the 50’s went
to pieces and a new one came into power.

+

The disintegration going on in both great par-
ties now, over the vital political question of demo-
cratic Protection which Senator Cummins is de-
fiantly raising in one, and over the vital political
question of tariff for revenue only, which William
J. Bryan is vigorously pressing in the other, ha:
but one political meaning. Senator Cummins
sensed its meaning when he said in his Chicage
speech : :

In a country developed as ours is developed, with
our abstract ideas of liberty and free government
thoroughly established and never questioned, nation-
al politics relates almost entirely to economic, indus-
trial, commercial and flnancial questions. Under
these conditions the natural dividing line, politically
speaking, puts the progressives into one party and
the conservatives into the other. The traditions of
the olden time, when the issues were of a different
character, necessarily obscure this division, but nev-
ertheless the potential forces of one party will be
progressive and of the other conservative. Hitherto,
although there have been some irreclaimable and
hopeless obstructionists who have been and are Re-
publicans, the party as a whole has been progressive.
There are some signs now that a number of our dis-
tinguished leaders think that we have gone far
enough and that we should settle down, for a period
at least, into the quiet and peace of inaction. I haz-
ard the prediction that if we do, the camp we pitch
will be our burial ground. There are things to be
done, and if we are not willing to do them some
other party will undertake the task and we will be-
come nothing more than a memory in the life of the
nation.

But party progress as to the tariff spells, not
gradations toward more Protection, not grada-
tions toward more refined Protection, but grada-
tions away from Protection and toward Free Trade
—toward free trade not as to customs tariffs
alone, but, to all taxation.

+ + +
THE BRITISH SUFFRAGETTES.

There are two ways of looking at the lawless

- agpects of the suffragette movement in England.

and they are so different that they cannot to am
advantage be considered together.

We may on the one hand regard these phases of
that movement as unpremeditated outbreaks, irre-
sponsible and uncontrollable, the promoters of
which can no more be reasoned with than persons
in a panic, or than you can reason with smallpox
epidemics, or with anything else of a pathological
nature. The victims have taken the disease and



