280

The Public

settled a few weeks ago (p. 171), was
renewed on the 5th, when 250 men
walked out because six union men
had been discharged by the manage-
ment in apparent hostility to the
union. From Ironton, 0., comes
news of the stoppage by a strike of
cars on the Ironton division of the
Camden ‘Interstate Electric railway;
and from Catlettsburg, Ky., there
are advices to the effect that Gov.
Beckham has been appealed to for
troops to preserve the property of
the line on the Kentucky side, and
has refused to act until he can send
a representative to investigate.

The agricultural strikes in Aus-
tria-Hungary (p. 263), were reported
on the 5th to have produced no less
than 230 encounters between strik-
ers and troops. In one case 13 per-
sons were killed and 118 were wound-
ed; in another 200 were killed or
wounded. In an attack by a detach-
ment of Uhlans on 500 peasants at
Pothering, many of the peasants
were wounded and the soldiers made
173 arrests.

Over the border in Germany the
reichstag is struggling with a pro-
tective tariff bill, which provides
among other things for protection
on steel rails to the amount of a tax
of $2.50 a ton. Its object is to pre-
vent the inundation of Germany
with cheap American steel by the
steel trust. At a hearing before the
tariff committee on the 2d, the new
member, Bernstein, leader of the op-
portunist faction of the Socialist
party, resisted this tax. Inthecourse
of his speech he predicted a break-
down of the steel trust from over-
capitalization and overconfidence of
its managers. But if it did not go
to pieces, he said, but came to a point
where it had to sell steel at any price,
it would so disorganize international
markets that $2.50 a ton would
not protect German makers. He be-
lieved that nothing short of prohibi-
tion would do that. The committee
is composed in a peculiar manner.
Each of the nine political parties is
allowed a fixed representation upon
it, but is at liberty to name its own
representatives and to change them
at will. Consequently the person-
nel of the committee constantly al-
ters, and as each new member makes
a speech, the work of the committee
proceeds but slowly.

In Russia this question of under-
selling foreign goods to the injury

of domestic sellers, which has in-
spired the calling of an international
conference by the czar (p. 251), has
led on to a public official explanation
of that call by the Russian minister
of finance, in which he says:

In view of the erroneous interpreta-
tion by many organs of the American
press of the object and meaning of the
recent note of the Russian minister of
finance sent to various governments
whose representatives have signed the
Bruseels convention on suppression of
bounties on sugar, M. Routkowsky,
financial agent of the Russidn govern-
ment in the United States, has beenin-
structed to communicate to the Amer-
ican press that in case of the negative
answer of powers to the above-men-
tioned note and the establishment of
a. countervailing duty on Russian
sugar the imperial Russian govern-
ment shall consider the establishment
of such a duty as an infraction of its
commercial treaties with powers so
doing, and, therefore, free from obli-
gations imposed by them and at lib-
erty to comply with their stipulations
whenever it will be to the advantage
of Russia.

The Russian censorship of the
press is being conducted more strict-
ly than ever. The only paper of lib-
eral tendencies it has left in St.
Petersburg is the Viedomosti, which
is leased from the government by
Prince Oukhtomsky and conducted
by him. The prince is an old friend
of the czar, and has long been able
to keep his readers supplied to a de-
gree with news from the Russian
provinces, something the other pa-
pers could not or did not do. But
delayed correspondence from St.
Petersburg tells of the summoning
of Prince Oukhtomsky on the 12th
before the new minister of the in-
terior, H. von Plehve, successor to
Sepuaguin, who was assassinated
last April (p. 40, 56), when he was
admonished.  Minister von Plehve
told him that the paper had become
the organ of liberals and revolution-
ists, especially in its provincial de-
partments, demanded the immediate
dismissal of its editor, and threat-
ened to cancel the lease of the paper,
which has several years yet to run.

It is believed now that the Catho-
lic troubles in France, which were so
threatening last week (p. 264), are
over. The prime minister explains
that out of 6,000 congregations af-
fected by the new law, about one-half
have complied in good faith with its
terms, and that the rest, excepting
only about 400, have expressed their

willingness to submit, and were only
awaiting the signature of President
Loubet to a decree of closure. As
he signed this on the 1st the prime
minister regards the affair as closed.
But reports from Rome are to the ef-
fect that there is a possibility of the
Vatican’s assuming a hostile attitude
toward France in this connection, to
prevent the passage of further anti-
clerical laws.

Great Britain has received Presi-
dent Steyn, of the late Orange Free
State republic. He landed at
Southampton on the 2d, with his
family, but in a broken down condi-

- tion physically and unable to go to

London, though the governmant had
sent a luxurious saloon car to
Southampton to bring him. Being
carried on a stretcher to a Duteh
steamer in the harbor, he sailed for
Holland, where President Kruger
met him on the 4th. That he would
have been cordially welcomed had he
gone to London as the British min-
istry evidently desired, is indicated,
not only by the official attention
shown him, by sending the car to
meet him, but by the extraordinarily
friendly treatment Gen. Lucas Meyer
and his wife have received at the
hands of titled and fashionable Brit-
ish society, as well as by an offer
made by the king to receive Gens.
Botha Delarey and DeWet as his
guests.

There is apparently a feeling
among some of the Boer leaders that
the surrender (p. 264) was improvi-
dently and perhaps inexcusably
made. The secretary of Mr. Leyds
is reported from Paris as saying that
a copy of the letter of Kitchener,
which has not appeared in the Brit-
ish blue book, is in the hands of 8
trusted Boer leader, and indicates a
sinister part played by certain lead-
ers in procuring peace. When Mr.
Leyds was interviewed about this re-
mark of his seeretary he said, accord-
ing to the same report:

I can’t affirm or deny anything until
T see De Wet, Botha, Delarey and
Meyer themselves. You may say, how-
ever, that President Steyn is the
noblest man of the century. Ad-
vantage was taken of his physical
breakdown to compass peace. Many
hold that in ten years’ time England
will have lost South Africa. Hatred
and an element hitherto unknown has
been established there and the English
government is now embarked on 8
shifting policy. Wessels, Wolmarans
and Fischer, the Boer delegates who
went to the United States, have beed
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refused permission to visit South
Africa. Kruger is and will be relent-
less to theend.

Japan and the United States have

become involved in a diplomatic
wrangle over a question of sover-
eignty. The subject of dispute is
Marcus island, a small projection
above the surface of the Pacific ocean
about 800 miles southeast of Japan
and the same distance northeast of
the Island of Guam, now owned by
the United States. It is five miles
long and two broad. So far asknown
the island is worthless for any pur-
pose whatever except the production
of guano, the deposits of which are
so rich as to make it worth millions
of dollars. This island was discov-
ered in 1864 by an American mission-
ary bark, but not occupied. It was
observed a second time in 1868 by
an American vessel, but still not oc-
cupied. But on the 30th of June,
1889, Capt. Andrew Rosehill, com-
manding an American trading
schooner, landed on the island.
Raising the American flag and de-
positing a written statement in a
bottle which he stuck in the fork of
a cocoanut tree, he claimed it in the
name of the United States. He
built a small hut, planted a garden,
and left one of his crew behind with
supplies for a year. But his repre-
sentative abandoned the island be-
fore Capt. Rosehill returned.
Though Rosehill filed a claim to the
property with the American state
department in 1889, he did nothing
to perfect it until last March.
Meantime, some Japanese, finding
the island deserted, took possession.
A Yokohama syndicate has since
worked the guano deposits with
a small force of Japanese labor-
ers. This was the condition when
Capt. Rosehill sailed for the island
from Honolulu on the 11th of last
July, intending to take possession
and work the deposits. Soon after-
ward the Japanese government sent
a cruiser to the island to intercept
him. The cruiser returned to
Tokyo, Japan, on the 5th, having
reached the island ahead of Rosehill,
It left a dozen marines there to
hold it for Japan until diplomatic
correspondence with the United
States shall have settled the question
of title.

Over in the Philippines an Ameri-
can judge of the province of Pan-
gasinan has imposed a startling sen-
tence. The prisoner, whose name is
Carcie, was a volunteer captain in

the Spanish army in the Philippines.
His crime consists in having exe-
cuted two Filipino officers, a general
and a colonel, in 1888—11 days after
Admiral Dewey’s naval victory in
Manila bay. The execution had been
ordered by a council of war, held un-
der orders from the Spanish military
governor of the province. But the
American judge has for this act sen-
tenced Capt. Carcie to imprisonment
for 17 years.

The relationship of the native in-
habitants of the Philippine islands
is being defined by department regu-
lation. An official circular of the
bureau of immigration, issued on the
2d, instructs customs collectors, im-
migrant inspectors, ete., with refer-
ence both to these islands and to
Porto Rico, that inasmuch as the
people thereof have been declared by
law to be citizens of those islands re-
spectively, and as such entitled to
the protection of the TUnited
States,—
the provisions of the laws regulating
immigration, including those which
prescribe payment of the head tax,
apply to the residents of Porto Rico
and the Philippine islands, and, more-
over, that the provisions of the laws
relating to the exclusion of Chinese
apply to all of such persons as are of
the Chinese race. The citizens and
residents of the said islands, there-
fore, should be admitted to the Unit-
ed States upon the same conditions
and subject to the same examinations
as are enforced against people from
countries over which the United States
claims no right of sovereignty what-
ever.

The enforcement of this regulation
will doubtless be resisted, and will
consequently bring the constitution-
ality of the colonial laws recently en-
acted by Congress before the Su-
preme Court for adjudication.

The principal event of the week
in American politics is the Demo-
cratic state convention of Michigan,
which was held at Detroit on the
31st. The candidate nominated for
governor was George H. Durand,
who is described as a “gold Demo-
crat” and “reorganizer;” and be-
cause of his nomination, together
with the silence of the platform on
national issues, the convention has
been reported as under anti-Bryan
control. But the facts do not bear
out this contention. Nothing was
said of mnational politics in the plat-
form because there is a vital local is-
sue—the alleged alliance between

the present state government and

the Michigan Central railroad.
Bryan delegates demanded that the
Kansas City platform be indorsed if
anything at all was said of national
issues, and to avoid obscuring the
state issue it was agreed to ignore na-
tional issues wholly. So the plat-
form differs significantly from those
of Indiana and lllinois, which in-
vidiously refer to national issues
while ignoring the national plat-
form. As to the gubernatorial can-
didate, he voted for Bryan in 1896
and 1900, and though he made no
speeches, he did contribute to the
campaign funds. He was supported
in the convention by hundreds of
Bryan men. Still, the opposition to
him came altogther from Bryan
men, and he received the united sup-
port of the Cleveland faction.
His principal antagonist was Sena-
tor Helme, a well-known Henry
George man or single taxer, who
would have been nominated by a
change of less than 50 votes out ofthe
1,014 delegates. A clause in the
platform advocating home rule in
taxation, the reform which is to be
voted upon in Colorado this fall, was
defeated in the platform committee
by only one vote. The organization
of the party is in the hands of the
Bryan Democrats, Chairman Whit-
ing, of the state committee, having
been reelected, and a strong majority
of the committee itself being com-

"posed of the radical type of men.

The Democratic convention of
North Dakota, which met at Fargo
on the 1st, nominated J. E. Cronan
for governor. The platform de-
mands, among other state reforms,
the adoption of the initiative and
referendum.

Mayor, Johnson, of Cleveland, has
won what appears to be a decisive
court victory in his campaign for a
three-cent fare street car system.
The injunction against the city coun-
cil (p. 266), prohibiting the granting
of the three-cent fare franchise,
which was issued by one of the three
judges of the circuit court, came up
for argument before the full bench
of that court on the 2d, and on the
4th the court rendered its decision
dissolving the injunction. All the
judges concurred, including the one
that had granted it. They held
that—

Cleveland is a city and as such must
have a legislative body according to
the statutes. There is noother legisla-
tive body except the council which



