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curb to curb, and to maintain it in prop

er condition.

It is held that its rights under the old

ordinance lapsed under the time limit.

And obviously the company had no faith

in the alleged rights under the former

grant. It evidently regarded them as

lost by reason of its failure to carry out

the terms of the ordinance within the

time specified; and it confessed the fact

when it asked Councils to grant a new

franchise. Even the negotiation of the

secret agreement was a confession that

it had no rights in the street.

The episode has caused widespread

expression of hostile sentiment. The

Mayor has been savagely criticised by

members of his own party. His defend

ers are few and far between. He him

self has undertaken no defense. The

Johnstown Dally Democrat, which

made his election possible because it

believed in his pledges to the people,

has exposed the transaction in all its

apparent ugliness, and has stirred up

a feeling on the subject that seems to

be deep and general.

It is probable that the courts will be

invoked to determine the rights of the

people in the case. There is no public

official who appears to be disposed to act

1n behalf of the city, and it must there

fore devolve upon some citizen to initi

ate proceedings. There is also talk that

Councils may institute an investiga

tion; but this is not taken seriously, al

though Councilmen claim they were

gold-bricked in the transaction, having

been made to believe that the traction

company already possessed the right to

occupy Maple avenue with a second

track.

S. R. BEEBE.

AUSTRALIA, (p. 22.)

Corowa. N. S. W., May 25—The Fed

eral Parliament is still in recess, but

a good deal of discussion on politics

has been going on in the press and on

the platform.

At a conference of the Political La

bor league, of New South Wales, held

in Sydney in February, a motion was

carried that the Labor platform should

state that the objective of the party is

"a cooperative commonwealth founded

upon the socialization of the produc

tion and distribution of wealth." This

produced a strong protest from a Ro

man Catholic delegate, who declared

that Roman Catholics were debarred

from being socialists by the encyclical

of the late Pope Leo XIII. The Cath

olic Press, a leading Roman Catholic

paper of Sydney, took the same vlow,

saying that nine-tenths of the Cath

olics had supported the Labor party,

but now it had cut them off. After

wards, however, Cardinal Moran. the

head of the Roman Catholic church in

Australia, smoothed the matter over

by announcing that while some per

sons had made extravagant utterances

and advocated false principles, it was

not just to saddle the Labor party with

the responsibility for them. A milder

expression was finally adopted, instead

of that above quoted: "the securing of

the full results of their Industry to all

producers by the collective ownership

of monopolies and the extension of the

industrial and economic functions of

the state and municipality."

Lately the labor leaders seem to

think they have been going too fast,

for they have repeatedly complained

that they are misrepresented by their

opponents, and that their aims are not

to establish state socialism, but mere

ly to abolish monopolies.

It is evident that before long great

efforts will be made to combine the

protectionists and the Labor party on

the basis of mutual concessions, the

tariff to be increased in return for in

creased labor and socialistic legisla

tion.

A tariff commission was appointed

last year to Inquire into the working of

the tariff. It has been taking evidence

for some months, and when its report

is received by Parliament there wili

probably be a great tariff discussion,

which may be very awkward for Mr.

Reid, the prime minister, as half his

cabinet and a large number of his sup

porters are protectionists.

Mr. Max Hirsch, who was at one

time in the woolen business, gave evi

dence before the tariff commission.

He produced samples of Victorian made

flannels which he had had analyzed,

showing they contained a large pro

portion of cotton. He therefore argued

that they did not deserve to be pro

tected as woolen. Mr. Hirsch was

treated by the chairman of the com

mission as a hostile witness, but he

managed to make out his case very

well.

There are several anti-socialistic or

ganizations now, but they all have

purely negative policies, and some are

acting very foolishly by misrepresent

ing the Labor party. For instance, the

Victorian branch of the Australian

Women's National League employs a

woman lecturer who frequently states

that state socialism means the aboli

tion of marriage and religion. State

socialism might involve that ultimate

ly, but It is not advocated nor even de

sired by the great majority of the La

bor socialists.

Mr. G. H. Reid, the prime minister,

is organizing an anti-socialist body

called the Australian Liberal League,

but he has not gone into details yet,

and so far the programme of the league

is vague and apparently negative,

which indicates that it will be useless.

Mr. Reid's only chance would be to

adopt a positive, bold, democratic pol

icy. The majority of our people, even

those who support the Labor party, are

not really socialists, but they are dis

satisfied with things as they are. The

tariff question is a great obstacle, for

a great many democrats are protec

tionists. Still, if Reid were to adopt

a really democratic policy I believe he

would draw a large majority. A pure

ly negative programme will produce

no enthusiasm.

ERNEST BRAT.

NEWS NARRATIVE

Week ending Thursday, June 29.

Norway and Sweden.

After exciting debates on the

secession of Norway (p. 183), the

Swedish Riksdag, at its session of

the 27th, referred the ministerial

bill for adjusting the details of

separation to extraordinary com

mittees of both houses. The com

mittee of the upper house consists

of :i Ministerial and !) Opposition

members; that of the lower house

of 5 Ministerial, 5 Opposition, and

2 independent members. The pre

ceding debates brought out belli

cose speeches from the Opposi

tion, and the favor with which

these were received indicated that

the peaceable separation policy of

the King and the Ministry might

be obstructed by the Riksdag.

The King gave out a formal

statement on the 27th to the effect

t"hat he does not approve the selec

tion for king of Norway of a mem

ber of his family (Bernadotte), as

the Norwegian Storthing pro

poses, and that he will not consent

to it unless the Swedish Riksdag

expresses its wish for such a se

lection.

Official announcement of the in

dependence of Norway reached

the T'nited States on' the 22d.

through the American consul

general tit Christiana, who trans

mitted a declaratory note from

the Norwegian minister for for

eign affairs. Presumably the

same note has reached all the pow

ers through like channels of com

munication.

Possible Revolution in Russia.

Dispat cites from St. Peters

burg tell of gloomy days for the

Czar's government. Details are

only meagerly reported, owing to

the censorship at the various

points of disturbance, but a state

of almost open war is believed to
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exist in Russian Poland and the

Caucasus. Reports Of strikes

in the towns and outbreaks

against landlordism in the coun

try pour in from many regions of

Russia proper, and a general mu

tiny in the Black Sea fleet is feared.

The first alarming report came

from Lodz, a large manufacturing

city of Russiau Poland, where

many persons were killed and

many more were wounded on the

23d during a day of street fighting

between the Cossack soldiery and

striking workmen. The workmen

marched under red flags and bar

ricaded the streets, and the sol

diery assaulted them with volleys.

From an economic contest the

strike, in which 60.000 workmen

had been engaged for three days,

developed into a vast political

outbreak. Fighting was renewed

on the 24th. The barricades had

been strengthened and cries of

'•Long live the revolution" were

incessant. From the windows

and roofs of hundreds of houses,

as well as from the barricades, the

soldiers were fired upon by revo

lutionists. Bombs were burst

among the soldiers with frightful

effect, and vitriol was thrown

upon them and their horses. There

were 10 regiments of Cossacks

against thousands of poorly

aimed and unorganized people,

and the casualties were large on

both sides. It is admitted by the

authorities that 500 were killed

and 1,000 wounded. The soldiers

fired indiscriminately into street

gatherings, and scores of vic

tims were women and chil

dren. At night the city, its

streets filled with debris and

lined with the blackened ruins

of burned stores, was described as

resembling Paris in the worst

days of the French revolution. On

the 25th it had been transformed

into an armed camp, but there

were only isolated clashes be

tween the troops and the people,

bisaffecfion among the troops

whs reported on the 26tb, the offi

cers of one regiment, the Murom

dragoons, having informed their

<ommander that the regiment

would refuse to fire on defenseless

people. This regiment was at

°nee transferred to Wlodawek

and an inquiry ordered. On the

27th a complete embargo had been

Placed upon news from Lodz, and

while subsequent reports are to

flie effect that the populace have

been put down, the trustworthi

ness of these reports is doubted.

The conflict in Warsaw (pp. 72,

104) was revived by the disturb

ance at Lodz, a proclamation hav

ing been issued there on the 24th

by the Social Democratic party of

Poland and Lithuania, calling out

workmen as a protest against the

brutalityoft.be troops at Lodz.

Crowds thronged the streets of

Warsaw on the 26th, erecting bar

ricades on which they placed red

flags, and many arrests were made

by the troops. Military law was

proclaimed, business was at a

deadlock, and at night the camp

fires of the 34 battalions of troops

blazed in every square. From

this quarter, too. the later reports

bear evidence of censorship.

Among the other places where

popular uprisings are reported to

have been precipitated by the out

break at Lodz are Baluty, Czents-

chau, Pabjanice, Kovno, Saratoff,

Karkoff, Minsh and Odessa. At

the latter, armed workmen, parti

cipants in the general strike, bar

ricaded a suburb and repulsed a

company of Cossacks. There had

been numerous encounters with

the troops two days earlier. Near

Karkoff the peasants were sack

ing estates and burning buildings,

and in the region of Elizabetgrad

on the 27fh landlords were fleeing

from their estates. Revolution

ary proclamations urging the

peasantry to rise are being dis

tributed broadcast in country

places and in the cities the popular

demonstrations are made under

the red flag.

What appears to be evidence of

an extension of the Russian revo

lutionary movement to the Black

Sea fleet was reported from Odes

sa by the American consul on the

28th. In his dispatch the consul

said:

Russian battleship Kniaz Potemkin

and one torpedo boat arrived here yes

terday evening. All their officers had

been murdered at sea and their bodies

thrown overboard. The men threat

ened to bcmbard the town. Situation

is serious. Black Sea fleet is expected

at Odessa to-day.

It has since been learned that tin1

commander of the Potemkin had

wantonly murdered a sailor for

complaining of the food supplied,

and that the crew bad therefore

mutinied and killed all the officers

who refused to join them in taking

command of the Potemkin. They

then brought the body of the mur

dered sailor, Omiltchuk, to the

wharf at Odessa, where they land

ed it under cover of their guns and

a threat to bombard the city if dis

turbed by the authorities. The

striking workmen passed by thou

sands in procession before the

body of Omiltchuk, and during the

day the red flag was raised over

the battleship and her attendant

torpedo boat. Meanwhile the

strike had become more general

and the uprising more overwhelm

ing in Odessa, and in official cir

cles at St. Petersburg fears of a

general revolution are no longer

disguised.

The Russian-Japanese War.

Reports from the seat of the

war (p. 183) which has not only-

been disastrous to Russia in tb"

field but appears to have lighted

the fires of revolution at home,

indicate a steady advance of the

Japanese; but there are no relia

ble reports of any important

event.

Hopes of an armistice pending

the meeting of peace plenipoten

tiaries (p. 167) have been dissipat

ed by the refusal of Japan to trust

to Russia's good faith in acquies

cing in President Roosevelt's sug

gestions. This refusal was com

municated by Japan to the United

States on the 22d in a diplomatic

notification that she will not

agree to an armistice with Russia

until peace plenipotentiaries have

met and found each other's cre

dentials entirely satisfactory.

Her willingness 1o do so-, however,

is intimated provided a guarantee

of some kind can be given her that

Russia will negotiate for peace in

good faith. Preliminaries for the

peace negotiations have been so

far completed as to admit of the

announcement of the Russian am

bassador to Paris, Mr. Xelidof, as

peace plenipotentiary for Russia,

and, in case of two being required,

of the newly appointed Russian

ambassador to the United States,

Baron Rosen; also of Baron Ko-

mura, the Japanese minister of

foreign affairs, for Japan, and, if

two are required, of the Japanese

ambassador to the United States,

Kogoro Takahira. The meeting


