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bill declaring the necessity, provid-
ing fully and in detail the occasions,
modes, conditions and agencies for
said appropriation that will fully and
completely exhaust the power of Con-
gress in that regard. !

Mr. Jenkins is deseribed as a good
constitutional lawyer. and as explain-
ing his resolution by saying:

I am calling attention to a power
that I believe exists and should be
developed. 1t is one of the sovereigm
inherent rights of the government,
The situation is not as favorable for
the exercise of that power as during
last September, but conditions are

‘much worse. Coal is a-necessary of
life. The people cannot obtain it and
are suffering greatly for the want of
it. " Therefore, it is withiy the power
of Congress in such a case to declare
that an exigency has arisen for the
exercise of the power of eminent do-
main, and this declaration is not open
to inquiry by the courts. Itisnot the
price of coal that creates the exigency,
but the fact that the people canmot
obtain it, and, that conditions are
growing worse daily. Hence, it be-
comes the duty of the government to
exercise this attribute of sovereignty
and relieve the distress not by buying
coal for the people, but by providing
that they can buy it. This is the first
time in history this nation could just-
ly exercise that right of control. Un-

- questionably the power exists, as cer-
.tainly as the exigency is present.

An extraordinary and startling ef-
fect of thiz coal famine is the willing-
ness it has revealed among classes of
people not usually accounted lawless
to confiscate private property. A
marked instance is reported from Ar-
cola, 11I.  Tm this town on the 10th
a train load of coal, 16 cars in all,
bound for Chicago, was lawlessly
seized by a. mob of 1,000 of the inhab-
itants and distributed in one-ton lots.
An account was kept. and the leaders
of the mob announce their intention
of paying for the coal thev confiscated
when proof of ownership is made.
The leaders of this mob were the
pastors of the Presbyvterian and the
Methodist churches. two bank presi-
dents, and other prominent citizens,
besides a policeman. They notified
the station. agent that thev wanted
the coal and had the money to pay for
it. Ile telegraphed for instructions
and was ordered not to sell. The
mob thereupon confiscated the prop-
erty. The mayor is quoted as justify-
ing the lawless act. A similar breach
of the law was committed on the 10th
by Armour & Co.. the great Chicago
packing house, which confiscated 150
tons on the way to the Chicago water

works. Similar lawless attacks upon
property rights in coal are reported
from other points.

Proceedings before the anthracite.

strike commission of arbitration (p.
634) reached a point on the 9th
where the nonunion men, having pre-
sented 150 witnesses, closed their
case. The tendency of the testimony
was to show that nonunion miners
had been intimidated, and that a
reign of lawlessness and terror exist-
ed in the anthracite region during
the strike. Whether theze outrages
were connected with the miners’ or-
ganization does not appear; but a
short colloquy occurred on the 8th
between DPresident Mitchell and
Judge Gray, chairman of the com-
mission, in which the former resent-
ed a remark of the latter that seemed
to imply that the miners’ organiza-
tion was responsible for the lawless-
ness. When the nonunion case had
closed, the Delaware' & Hudson com-
pany began offering testimony. It
concluded on the 13th, and the Erie
followed.
I

In civic affairs in the TUnited
States the most important event of
the week is the adoption by the char-
ter convention of Chicago of the final
form for a proposed constitutional
amendment (pp. 473, 586, 600), per-
mitting a reorganization of the city
government. The proposed amend-

ment, 10 he the thirty-fourth zection’

of the fourth article of the State con-
stitution, would empower thelegisla-
ture to enact a charter for Chicago.
The general nature of the charter so
authorized iz described with extend-
ed particularity in the proposed
amendment.  One of its many
clauses provides that it cannot take
effect until “consented to by a major-
itv of the legal voters of said city,
voting on the question at any elec-
tion. general. municipal or special;”
nor cau any special law affecting spe-
cially any part of the city and hased
upon the amendment take effect un-
til “consented to hy a majority of the
legal voters of such part of :aid city,
voting on the question at any clec-

tion. general, municipal or special.” |

The charter convention did not pass
the proposed amendment until legal
opinions had been submitted to it
showing that it would not interfere
with the adoption of the policy of mu-
nicipal ownership of public utilities.
Before adjourning, the convention
resolved itself into a permanent body
for securing the passage of the pro-

posed amendment. by the legislature
and its submission to the people.

Distinet progress-has now been
made in the settlement of the Vene-
zuelan conflict (p. 632) with the cred-
itor powers of Europe. The Vene-
zuelan government, while regarding
the demands of the powersas unjust
and humiliating, was reported on the
9th to have acknowledged the neces-
sity of yielding to superiorforce: and
on the 11th, the American minister
to Venezuela, Mr. Bowen, embarked
for home to act as the representative
of the Venezuelan government in ar-
ranging at Washington for the pro-
posed arbitration. IHe was attended
to the railway station in Caracas by
President Castro and his cabinet.

Further victories by Castro over the
revolutionists are reported. One was
secured at the port of Tucacoas, 10
miles from Porto Cabello, the port
having been recaptured from therev-
olutionists as the result of an hour’s
battle, after having been held by
them for four months and used as a
point for smuggling in arms and am-
munition from Curacoa. A =econd
victory was achieved near Coro. where
a small force of rebels was routed.
The third was probably the most im-
portant. The battle took place at
Cumana on the 4th. 5th and 6th.
After a fight of =even hours on the
last day, the rebels were driven from
the field, leaving 200 prisoners and
a large quantity of riflesand ammuni-
tion behind thém. This fight was
witnessed from nine British cruisers
in the bay. .

The uprising in Morocco (p. 633)
would appear from the more or less
trustworthy dispatches to be gain-
ing ground over the sultan. A bat-
tle outside of Fezwasreported to have
occurred on the 7th and the sultan’s
troops to have heen defeated. He was
even s=aid to have abandoned ¥Fez.
after losing his war minister and
strongest adviser. Menebhi, who was
killed in the battle. Moreover. seri-
ous fighting was understood to have
taken place within a short distance of
Tangier. But later dispatches con-
tradict the reported death of Meneb-
bi. and report a strengthening of the
sultan’s position.

NEWS NOTES.

—The German reichstag resumed
its sessions on the 13th after the holi-
day recess. .

—The legislature of Idaho has elect-
ed Weldon B. Heyburn, Republican, as




