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With the growth of cities the similarity in

the personnel of American and English unpaid

officialdom vanished, and with it the efficiency of

the system. Unpaid appointments ceased to be

perquisites of prominent farmers, and began to

be filled by the unprivileged or landless class who

had already secured most of the adequately paid

government positions. With the growth of the

spoils system after Andrew Jackson's administra

tion, unpaid offices became desirable even to the

honest, as a means of keeping in the public eye,

while they yielded large profits to the dishonest

through the graft on payrolls, contracts or fran

chises.

However such a condition may be deplored, any

community which accepts unpaid service from

its politicians may expect no better return.

If we wish to abolish the chief temptation to

peculation, extinguish feudal relics and make our

system consistently democratic, we must ade

quately remunerate all public servants from the

proceeds of taxation. And here is one of the

advantages of the Des Moines idea. While it would

be ruinous to give to each of a large aldermanic

body a sufficient salary to secure competency, the

Des Moines system, with its small governing com

mission, renders it not only feasible to obtain an

honest but also a trained personnel.

Lack of training is often as disastrous to effi

cient administration as is positive dishonesty, and

the failure to sooner recognize this fact in Ameri

can public life may be explained in this way:

Until recently it has been assumed that any

intelligent American could not only turn his

hand to any occupation, but could fill any official

position without special training. Under the sim

ple conditions of the rural office-holding of pre

vious generations, this doctrine seemed true, es

pecially as frontier conditions had produced great

versatility and resourcefulness in the national

character. The fallacy of the doctrine as of gen

eral utility was only demonstrated by its attempt

ed application to the complex needs of industrial

cities and States. Though it is now well under

stood that the success of a youth in private busi

ness requires special preparation; the old idea

still largely holds as to public life.

Passing from city to State government, we find

the situation similar. Whatever may be said for

the bi-cameral system in the national Congress,

its application in State legislatures not only fails

to add to the representative character of those

bodies, but greatly increases their size and irre

sponsibility. It is only by greatly decreasing the

number of legislators, so as to increase their pay

and responsibility, that we can secure the bene

ficial results of municipal commission govern

ment.

A small body of well-paid and trained legisla

tors, subject to the initiative and referendum and

controlled by the recall, will not need to be fet

tered by a voluminous constitution, or prevented

from enacting a plethora of foolish laws only by

the present device of holding short sessions as

far apart as possible.

In the case of philanthropic State institutions,

a central board of paid experts, giving their

whole time to the service like the civil service em

ployes of any other bureau of administration

-"mid be in every way prefeiable to retired busi

ness men seeking this kind of intellectual recrea

tion without pay.

*

The proper payment of officials would do away

with one of the last survivals of an undemocratic

administrative system. The way should then

appear clearer for the attack on that perverted

feudalism which still controls industrial life,

and which can only be abolished by the collection

of public revenues solely from land values, in

stead of confiscating private earnings through

indirect taxation.

ROBERT B. BRINSMADE.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

PROPOSED LAND VALUES CONGRESS.

Filopstad, Sweden. Oct. 27. 1909.

According to the secretary of the Cobden Club the

second international free-trade congress will be held

in Antwerp (Belgium) from the 9th to the 12th of

August, 1910.

At the last conference of this kind in London, last

year, several- radical land-values reformers were

present; but if I am correctly Informed—I was in

Australia at that time—their views did not have a

hearing. At the next congress there will, I hope, be

a greater number of followers of the Georgian philos

ophy, not only from English-speaking countries, but

also from other European countries, attending the

conference, and that these most consistent free

traders will organize.

We should not miss the opportunity. The free-

trade policy, even in the limited British idea

of It, is a promising step towards land-values social

ization. And as free trade cannot successfully be

kept up without land reform, the followers of

Henry George have much to tell the average free

trader.

No doubt they have something to tell themselves

too, and will find pleasure and encouragement in
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meeting one another. Therefore I propose at an

early date to ask the American land-values reformers

to consider if they are likely to attend the free-trade

conference, and also if they will, either before or

after, attend a special meeting of land reformers

with the view among many other things of con

sidering the formation of an international organiza

tion to promote their cause.

Among Scandinavian friends there is very much in

terest in the possibility of such a gathering; and at

the annual meeting of the Henry George Society of

Norway, September last, the executive was ordered

to appoint a representative of the League if an inter

national meeting is held.

JOHAN HANSSON.

FISCAL QUESTIONS IN CANADA.

Vaucouver, B. C, Nov. 23.

Edmonton, Alberta, does not tax improvements on

land, nor does Nanaimo, B. C, nor Summerland, B.

C. A small municipality just outside Victoria has

adopted the same policy. Many small places are

administered on this plan or are about to try It.

Edmonton, however. Is the better example because

it is the larger place. It has, in the past five or six

years, increased from about 5,000 to 25,000 in popu

lation. This rapid increase has caused a tremendous

rise in the value of land, a tendency that has been

assisted by the public ownership of street cars, gas,

water, lighting and telephone systems—the latter a

general government concern.

The tax on land values is not heavy, in view of the

large influx of population, and there Is every reason

to believe that the growth of the city will continue,

for two or more railroads will soon reach Edmon

ton and more and more land is being brought under

cultivation by incoming settlers. Edmonton is the

natural distributing point for an immense territory.

Meanwhile, a poll tax of $2.00 is collected. Many

lines of business are licensed, and a floor space tax

is laid. Under the latter businesses are classified,

and taxed at from 50 cents to $5.00 per given unit

of space occupied. Banks and jewelers are taxed at

the maximum rate, while furniture stores, carpen

ter shops, etc., that necessarily occupy more space

in proportion to value, are laid under tribute at

varying less rates.

This results of course In business or industry be

ing burdened with taxes in a form somewhat differ

ent than is common in the States, but having the

same general effects—that is, relieving the land own

er and making a livelihood more expensive.

Building, however, is encouraged, and to some

slight degree speculation in land is checked. Pub

lic ownership of public utilities is the universal rule

in Edmonton, and is universally satisfactory. There

Is little complaint of graft in city affairs. There is

much more of what may be called civic spirit than

can be observed in cities that continue the old prac

tice of privately owned utilities and the taxation of

improvements.

In short, so far as applied, the measures of pro

gressive democracy promote building, good feeling,

public honesty.

At Kamloops, a place of 3,000 people, land just be

yond the occupied portion of the city is selling at

$800 for a lot of fifty feet frontage. Such condition

is but a repetition of the land booms that have

brought distress to the people of so many cities in

the United States. It is simply preposterous.

Vancouver is growing with most astonishing rapid

ity. They claim 100,000 present population, and the

effect on land values is startling. Property is selling

for more than similarly situated lots in Chicago.

Great will be the fall thereof!

The papers of course are all boomers. Lots that

are miles from the center of the city are selling at

fabulous prices, and very few seem to have the

slightest realization of its meaning. The whole

crazy performance Is of course sustained by the

nonsensical taxation maintained in the States, for if

we did not tax industry, but taxed land instead, liv

ing conditions would be so much easier that men

would not remove from the more to the less settled

regions.

One curious matter may be noticed throughout

Western Canada. It is that many who have come

from the other side of the line, and so obtained, as

it were, a reverse view of the tariff, are, for the first

time in their lives, able to understand It. If it were

not for our silly tariff the whole trade of the prairie

provinces of Canada would flow through Minne

apolis.

A tariff beggar is a queer specimen anyhow. Ac

cording to his story he can't make a living unless

his neighbors will tax themselves for his support,

and because of that very fact he considers himself

especially patriotic. Maybe he is right, but for the

life of me, I cannot see why his scheme Is not an

inversion of some of the homeliest virtues. As, for

instance, "thou shalt not steal." All that tariffs give

to one they must take from others, so where does

the country gain? In addition there is friction in

the system, or in other words, expense for revenue

officers, etc., and so a distinct loss. "Beggars" Is too

gentle a term. They will yet become acquainted

with harsher speech. More truthful, too.

Appended is an extract from an editorial In a Van

couver paper, the Daily News-Advertiser. It reads

like the extreme outer outside—usually called "the

limit." Just think that in this Province of British

Columbia, not even claiming more than 350,000 peo

ple all told, although many times the size of Illi

nois, able editors are striving to establish the very

condition of which the British people at home are

struggling to rid themselves, under the leadership of

Lloyd George. Possibly some one will say of the

editors, "Forgive them, they know not what they

do." The extract reads as follows:

"The locking up of money in land is the safest

form of Investment In any country commercially and

constitutionally on a stable footing. . . . Vancouver,

In a century's time, should show a crop of landlords

more numerous than and as richly endowed as the

great estate-owners In the Old Country. And It Is
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