March 12, 1909.

so absurd-as unused lamd and unemployed labor
in the same place and at the same time?

+ +
A Lyman Trumbull Monument.

In the Illinois legislature a bill is pending
which provides for an appropriation of $10,000
for a monument to Lyman Trumbull (p. 159).
The proposed appropriation ought to be multi-
plied by five, and a worthy statue of this compeer
of Lincoln to be erected. To no one else, next to
Lincoln, is Illinois so much indebted for her place
in our national history.

+ +
. In Darkest Texas.

Texas civilization has been again proclaimed
by means of a bonfire with a living, writhing
Negro in the center of it. It is hard to believe
that this satanic lawlessness really represents
Texan civilization of the present day; but the
fact is there, and such condemnation as exists in
the Texan mind finds no emphatic voice.

+* +
Sitting Up and Taking Notice.

Americans have become accustomed to the sight
of legitimate producers and sellers in cahoot with
privileged interests for the plunder of consumers.
The combination is a curious one; for unprivileged
producers and sellers really have a common in-

terest with consumers, whereas privileged interests.-

are inimical to both. Yet it has been a conspicu-
ous feature of our business life for more than
a generation, and especially conspicuous in a na-
tional way in connection with protective tariffs.
But there are evidences of an awakening on the
part of legitimate business men to the community
of interest that naturally exists between them and
their customers, and the natural hostility of both
to privileged interests of every kind.

+

Here, for instance, is the wholesale grocers’ or-
ganization. The grocery business is without priv-
ileges, and cannot be protected by tariffs. Its only
relation to tariffs is as a collector of revenues for
the government and of graft for protected manu-
facturers. In higher prices to its customers it
collects duties for the government on imported
groceries, and excessive profits for domestic manu-
facturers on such goods as are out of the reach of
competition in manufacture. It has taken the
wholesale grocers a long time to discover this—
8o long that privileged manufacturing businesses
are rapidly narrowing the wholesale grocers’ field.
But they have discovered it at last, if one may
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judge by a circular their organization has issued
on the effect of the sugar tariff—the circular of
February 1, 1909, prepared by F. C. Lowry (138
Front street, New York), secretary of a special
committee appointed for the purpose.

+

This remarkable circular calls attention to the
fact that although our annual consumption of
sugar,-is 3,185,789 tons, and our total domestic
product only 740,000 tons, the tariff forces our
consumers to pay extra for their sugar $150,000,-
000 a year—about 214 cents a pound for every
pound of sugar used. This is for the benefit of
the cane sugar producers of Louisiana, who lean
on the tariff for their profit instead of improving
their production ; and for the beet sugar producers
of places adapted to that production, who produce
at a cost of only 21% cents a pound, and there-
fore need no protection even on protection prin-
ciples. The most gratifying part of this circular,
however, is that in which these wholesale grocers
acknowledge their discovery that protection is s
special interest graft. “We find”—so it reads—
“that, as on many other things, the large inter-
ests in this country have played no small part in
the framing of tariff schedules” on sugar.

+ +
Railway Control of Water Transportation.

That railway monopolies hold a whip hand
over water transportation so as seriously to erip-
ple when not completely destroying eompetition,
is impressively illustrated again,—this time by
the report of the Chicago Harbor Commission.
We refer to that part of the report, prepared by
George C. Sikes, which deals with the obstacles
to Chicago’s water shipping development.

+

. In lake commerce, competition in transporting
such bulky commodities as iron ore, grain, coal
and lumber, appears from this report to have been
keen and the results satisfactory, both in reduc-
tions of rates and profits of service. But the
report exhibits a very different situation as to .
package freight. This is carried almost exclusive-
ly by boat lines owned by railroad companies.

+

Between Chicago and Buffalo lies Chicago’s
greatest interest in lake transportation—especially
of package freight. If Buffalo were a destination
point non-railroad vessels might compete for this
business; but as that city is a transfer stationm,
competition is killed by railroad jnterests. “Goods
reaching Buffalo by lake must go east by wail
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or canal,” and “freight from the east reaching
Chicago water-borne must he brought to Buffalo
by rail or canal. The railroad makes with its own

boat lines a through route and a joint rate from -

Chicago to the eastern destination, or vice versa,”
and “the local rail rate between Buffalo and the
eastern destination is so high that little would be

left the ‘independent boat for its lake haul after

paying the local rate for the rail haul.” Nor is
that all. “The railroad would not give the inde-
pendent boat the benefit of its dock facilities in
Buffalo, either for discharging or taking on car-
go.” So “the independent boat would be required
to unload at some other dock and team the goods
to the receiving station of the railroad.” And
then, “to make matters stil] worse,” adds the
Sikes report, “the railroads own nearly all the
water front property in Buffalo available for doek
purposes,” and “much of it lies idle and unim-
proved.” What about the Erie canal? Why “the
railroads dominate that too, so far as possibilities
of through traffic are concerned.” As a result,
“while all rail rates from New York to Chicago
have remained normally constant for the past
twenty years, lake and rail, and canal and lake
rates, under railroad control, have advanced

markedly.”
+

It is in ways akin to those described above that
railroad rings monopolize transportation and hy
favoritism foster monopolizations of what
would otherwise be competitive business. They
do it, not through monopolizing rails, or cars or
vessels or docks, but through monopolizing water
fronts, rights of way, and other landed privileges,

of which in the nature of things the whole com-

munity ought be in control and to be the hene-

ficiaries.
+ & L ]

SHIBBOLETHS.

A prominent reactionary explains to me his
hostility to the single tax movement. He sayvs
that the movement was useful in its time, but is
new past that period, and if persisted in, harm
will result.

“All such movements call attention,” he advises
me, “to certain abnormalities of social custom,
and in order to do so they have to be themselves
abnormalities in the opposite direction.”

The people, in other words, have to be taught
by exaggerated pictures—cartoons, -caricatures.
Such were all the great battle cries and shibbo-
leths of history, he tells me; from Egyptian times
onward : exaggerated swings of the pendulum to
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correct exaggerated opposite pendulation. “They
are not to be taken literally, nor pursued too
long.”

+

My reactionary friend was talking so steadily
that it seemed a pity to interrupt him, but it set
me to musing.

One of the first cartoons of the kind which I
could remember was written on a stone tablet, to
cure the Jews of certain exaggerated tendencies,
among which was the worship of a golden calf.
“Thou shalt not steal” was among its provisions
—of course not to be taken literally, but conveni-
ently and in diluted form. While of temporary
benefit, the shibboleth should not be mentioned
nowadays with any seriousness.

Then there was the instance of a certain Naz-
arene, who gave out a phrase which survived too
long, and unluckily became rather a motto in later
centuries, when really worn out: “Do unto others
as ye would that they should do unto you.” The
later modification—do others or they will do vou
—is altogether preferable for moderns.

The misconceived shibboleth of the French revo-
lution—“Liberty, Equality, Fraternity”—was
practicad for a few effective moments in cutting off
the heads of a king and his executioners, hut of
course has no permunent truth. It was long ago
altered by sensible men and economists to Lim-
berness, Apology, Saturninity.

Magna Charta and the Declaration of Inde-
pendence are cases in point. The idea of men be-
ing created equal, when everyone knows that their
condition is modified at birth by race, sex, and
previous condition of servitude, to say nothing of
height, weight and oratorical ability!

As to John Brown and his overwrought phrases,
they could only have resulted as they did, in his
own death and the embroilment of the country in
a fratricidal war. Had they remained phrases,
and been discomtinued in time, all this might
have been saved. John Brown’s body, indecd, has
long been moldering in the ground, and it really is
too bad that his soul will not desist from march-
ing on.

Lincoln’s great slogan, “Government of the
people, by the people, and for the people,” sheuld
in these days of wisdom only be mentioned his-
torically. Let us be sensible and scientific, even
though government by the people and for the
people perish from the earth. The people them-
selves will always be with ug, all the more admira-
ble as subjects of philanthropy and study.

+
If there was any merit in the campaign of the



