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The address was received with marked
attention and with every indication of
hearty approval. Bankers, merchants,
professional men expressed general sat-
istactilon in the opportunity afforded by
the address to ‘‘see ourselves as others
see us,” in hearing a polite statement of
the “frozen truth.”

President Wacker, of the Club, im-
pressively assured the speaker, in the
name of the Club, that his utterances
would “bear fruit.”

During ap interlude in the programme
the guest of the evening was asked with
regard to the basis of the ancient social
order among the Chinese. A prelude to
the question asked was a statement that
an American who had lived for a score
or more years in China, as a Christian
Missionary and a practicing physician,
and who had translated the great work
of Henry George and other similar works
into the Chinese language, had referred
to the teaching of Mencius as authority
for a belief that the social order among
the Chinese of the time of Abraham was
based upon a system of land tenure
equivalent to that developed in the
Henry George philosophy, and which
was substantially the same as tifat now
in force in Kiao Chow, under German
rule, and with which Sir Chentung pro-
fessed to belentirely familiar.

His Excellency confirmed the state-

‘ment as {o the ancient practice, with a

suggestion that the ancient social phil-
osophy was based upon the distribution
of land. He further said that the teach-
ings of Confucius, as expounded by
Mencius, were the basis of the present
social order among the Chinese, and that
the practical question of the distribu-
tion of land is a subject which must ab-
sorb more attention than is at present
being given to it.

The confirmatign by his Excellency of
the statement made by Dr. W. E. Mack-
lin, who is well known to all single tax-
ers, leads to a reexamination of the
pamphlet, printed in the Journal of the
Chinese branch of the Royal Asiatic So-
clety, Volume XXXIII, on the subject
of “Mencius, and Some Other Reformers
of China,” by Dr. W. E. Macklin. In this
little pamphlet, on page seven, is the
following description of Mencius’s la.nd
system:

Mencius makes the proper division of
the land form a very important plank in
his platform. He says: ‘A benevolent
policy starts with a proper division of the
flelds. If the fields.are not propertly di-
vided according to the character ising
(a well) the public wealth {s unevenly dis-
tributed. A square 4 (a / 1s one-third of
a mile) by two strokes across two strokes,
is divided into nine equal .squares. Eight
families each received a square, 100
or 15 acres; and in company first cultivated
the center square, whose crop paid the tax

or socage. Afterwgrds, the people cared
for their own private squares. In the
residence part of towns and villages, each
citizen had flve s in which he planted
his mulberry grove, and the women cul-
tivated the silkworm, and at 50 years of age
silk was worn. They had pigs and poultry.
With this allotment the people were well
fed, contented and happy, like the ancient
Romans before the growth of Latitundia.
In the towns, from Chu Hi we learn that
the division was also according to the char-
acter tsing. The center square was for the
palace; the one In front of it for the tem-
ples and public buildings; the one behind
for the market, and the three squares in
each side for the residence of the people.
In the market, a ground rent was charged,
and there was no tax on goods. The Cheu
Li says: “There was no taxing of heuses,
goods or persons.” It was evidently a
ground-rent tax commended by o many of
our ablest political economist. King Wu,
| Mencius’ hero, “had no starvelings in his
dominion.”” As the result of this land pol-
icy, Mencius says: ‘The gncient sages so
ruled that they made foodstuffs as cheap
as fire and water,”” and I have not much
doubt but that if Mencius’ plan were adopt-
ed it would have this effect. If in a com-
munity every one is a worker, either with
brain or hand, if there {s absolute freedom
of exchange, and there are no appropria-
tors, the market can be considered a pool.
No one takes out of the pool without putting
in something of equal value. How can
there be exhaustion? In such a state of so-
ciety, we would as freely give out of our
physical weaith as we now give out of our
moral and intellectual weaith, and with as
little fear of exhaustion. Mencius says:
“By charging only a ground rent and no
taxes on goods and houses, the merchants
of the world would desire to do business in
such a market.” In this saying he antici-
pated the methods of some of our home
cities that offer remission of taxes on
goods, plant and buildings, for terms of
years, to encourage business and manuface
ture.

When Dr. Macklin was in Chicago
recently, he said that many of the men
in conspicuous official positions in China
were sincere believers in the philosophy
of Henry George. Among these he men-
tioned Sir Chentung as one; and the
confirmation of Dr. Macklin’s statement
by the eminent representative of the
Chinese Empire, now in America, is an
encouraging “sign of the times.”

With Tolstoy in Russia and such men
as Sir Chentung.in China, there may be
ground for the belief “that the removal
of the sin of landed property is nearer
than we think,” and that it is to be ef-
fected first by those people whom we are
accustomed to regard as most backward
in the scale of human progress. There
may be a measure of justice in this; that
they are the most backward, may be be-
cause of the greater burden upon them
under the ‘“great iniquity.”

WESTERN STARR.

In modern speculation
Your language you must choose,
If you win it is {nvesting,
ut it’s gambling if you lose,
__—Washington Star.
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RELIGION AND POLITICS.
Religion and Politics. By Algernon

Sianey Crapsey. New York: thom-

as Whittaker 2 and 3 Bible House.

Price $1.25 net.

Algernon Sidney Crapsey has re-
cently caused an uplifting of hands
in holy horror in certain quarters, and
no wonder. His book on Religion and
Politics sounds much the same. note
that startled the pharisees of old and
produced the crucifixion.

Dr. Crapsey places Jesus in an at-
titude of hostility to the state. In
Jesus’s estimation “man, not the state,
was the thing divine.” The state ex-
ists in great degree to protect proper-
ty rights, ‘‘and for property rights
Jesus had very little respect.” He
would not acknowledge the state when
he appeared before Pilate,, but stood
mute. Considering him historically,
his was “a reactionary movement
against existing conditions.” He was
therefore a dangerous man. “So
thought the men of his day, and they
crucified him; so think the vast ma-
jority of men in our day, and they de-
spise him.”

The real contribution of Jesus to the

moral wisdom of the world was pas-
sive resistance to evil, Not passive
obedience, “not a_cowardly surrender
to unrighteousness, a fearful cringing
to wickedness in high places;” but as
a method of rebellion. *“Jesus’s meth-
od is to fight evil, not by active re-
sistance, but Dby passive endurance;
hé was ready, not to kill but if need
were, to be killed.”

In the development of this religion
the office of bishop was at first a place
of bodily danger; but with prosperity
in the church it became instead a post
of honor to which mgn aspired self-
ishly, and the religion of Christ grew
into a religion of ambitions and hatred
instead of love. Upon the union of
the church with the imperial political
power of Rome, ‘the church surren-
dered to the Emperor as truly as the
Emperor submitted to the church.”
Though “the Empire became in a
measure Christianized, the church be-
came to an equal degree imperialized.”

And the Reformation when it came
was not a reformation. It did not re-
store the religion of Jesus. Luther
fought the battle not of the people,
but of the kings. “Wher we calmly
consider the nistory of the Reforma-
tion we see that it was not the people
at large who profited by that move-
ment, but it was in the main the
upper classes, the princes and the no-
bility, who reaped the  benefit. The
princes succeeded to the power of the
Pope, and the nobility to the wealth
of the clergy.”

And so a union of church and state
has come down to our own day and
country; and since the Civil War both
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Taft—Brvan and Johnson, two very dangerous men, my friend : they are de-
voting themselves to setting the poor against the rich!
Graft—Worse than that, Brother! they are preventing the rich from exploiting

the poor!

church and state have been dominated
by a corrupt commercialism. The
man of the purse has assumed leader-
ship.” We need a ‘“moral and spirit-
ual reformation, and we need it at
once.”

The kind of religion toward which
Dr. Crapsey would have this reforma-
tion turn, is indicated when he says:
“When the people of the United States
decreed by Constitutional amendment
that the government should never by
law establish any religion, they did
actually establish the only religion
that could comprehend in its member-
ship the whole common people; a re-
ligion having as its basis the prin-
ciples of individual liberty and obe-
dience to righteous law is really the
religion of the golden rule.”

Usually when complaints of estab-
lished ‘orders of religion come from
within an establishment, they are con-
cerned about creeds and forms and
ceremonies. But Dr. Crapsey strikes
a higher note. His complaint is con-
cerned about the alliance of Christian-
ity with the very institutions against
which its Founder rebelled, and the
substance of his cry is, Back to Jesus!
“The Kingdom of God, which Jesus
lived and died to establish, was to be
all that the Roman empire was not—
a kingdom of peace instead of war, a
kingdom of righteousness instead of

injustice, of mercy instead of cruelty.”
But the churches of to-day, do they
stand for peace, for justice, for mercy?
Do they not stand rather essentially
for those conditions for which the
Roman empire stood? ‘“We are at the
beginning,” says Dr. Crapsey—'‘we are
at the beginning, not at the end, of
the Christian era.”

BOOKS RECEIVED.
—The Divine Philosophy. By G. J.
Fercken, A. M., Ph. D. Philadelphia and

IMPORTANT NOTIGE
TO ALL READERS

All who have not already done so are urged
to note carefully the announcement (an the
first cover page of this issue) of our new
circular of Clubbing Offers for the
Season of 1905-06, to write at once
(by postal card) for copies of this circular,
and to place them in the hands of neighbors,
acquaintances, and others who do not now
read THE PusnLIC but ought to. We shall
be glad to send thiscircularto any addresses
on request

This is the opportunity to have THE PUBLIC
added to the subscription list of thousands of
new readers for the coming year, and noone
should neglect it.
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London: The Nunc Licet Press. To be re-
viewed.

—The Indian Dispossessed. By Seth K.
Humphrey. With 16 full--page {llustrations
from photographs. Boston: Little, Brown
& Company. To be reviewed,

—The Hindere@ Hand; or, the Reign of
the Repressionist. By Sutton E. Griggs.
Nashville, Tenn.: The Orion Publishing
Co. Price, $1.00. To be reviewed.

—The Bible: Its True Character and
Spiritual Meaning. By Rev. L. P. Mercer.
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