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actual use and occupation of so much
of the earth’s surface as (according
to comnditions) is required. All other
rights are conventions, concessions,
customs or, as may be said, gifts
from society. They are generally
supported by some existing law. But
notwithstanding our various consti-
tutions and judicial decisions to the
contrary, I think there are philosoph-
ically no vested “rights” in any prop-
erty, except that which we have our-
selves created by our own labor. The
value of the Broadway street car
franchise lies in the fact that it is
in New York. On the desert of Ne-
vada it would be valueless. The
street car company did not make
New York, nor the people. It does
not own the street. It has received
the gift of a use from the people of
New York, and the people of New
York may, in fundamental good mor-
als (court decisions to the contrary
notwithstanding), take it back or
modify it at any time. If the street
car company paid value for the fran-
chise it would not alter the moral
relation, except that it ought always
to be made whole in every respect.

I think the old feudal idea of the
title to all the land being in the king,
or, in our case, in the state, as an in-
dividual, to be given to this one or
that as the state (that is, in reality,
a few politicians) may choose, is as
erroneous as the idea of an inde-
feasible vested right in a franchise.

The discoverer of a mine, like the
discoverer of anything else, is en-
titled to the use of his discovery.
That is to say, he has a squatter’s
right at the point of discovery to so
much as he can use. But the right
of transfer or alienation must be de-
nied. When once this is the accept-
ed custom there is no hardship in it.
Ir my opinion, if the right of alien-
ation in fee simple were denied, and
title depended on actual occupation
and beneficial use, the anthracite, the
timber, and many other “baronial”
questions would be settled. For in-
slance, if the people elected to say:
“Vested rights, as given by will of
the people, may be revoked by that
rame will; and we of this generation
revoke the law of our ancestors as to
fee simple ownership, and exclusive
ownership in mines and mineral de-
posits, and declare that no one can
hold title to any coal field, except as
to so much as he and his employes
are in good faith actually working,
or reasonably require for a future

fixed period, according to the cus-

tom of the district,” the operators

could only hold those mines which
are in actual operation, and the min-
ers themselves, or anyone, could go
to other parts of the natural depos-
it and open it for market. This
would be the freest competition, the
most perfect private ownership, and
bottling the mines in idleness would
be impossible. Their operation would
be limited by the law of supply and
demand. A less novel road to the
came end would be the Henry George
plan—the operators paying to the
state the full rental value of every
acre of coal land, whether they used
it or not. No operator could then
afford to hold, at such a price, more
land than he could actually work.
True, the operators in either case
would in good faith feel outraged in
their ‘“divine rights.” So did Charles
I, and in good faith. But the world
must move nevertheless.

The radical and essential fault in
strikes is never with the day laborer;
it cannot be. It lies always with the
superior power engendered by some
special privilege to a few. The
striker strikes because of necessity.
No matter what his faults, ignor-
ances and misdeeds, the fact remains
that the striker is without any spe-
cial privilege whatever, save to earn
8 mere existence by his daily labor,
and he strikes because his lot is un-
endurable—a sort of sertdom. To
compare his position with that of the
few specially and (as we all at heart
fcel) unduly privileged monopolists
of a God-given bounty, is to rail at
the fish for its struggles in the net
of the fisherman. Strikes will not be
ended till the private monopoly of
valuable natural deposits be ended.
This will undoubtedly be done in
time. The question is: What is the
best way?
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But the little Nation side-stepped,
and, countering cleverly, rushed the
Big Nation against the ropes.

“Foul!” roared the Big Nation.
“You hit me below the belt!”

“I can't reach above it!” protested
the Little Nation.

“Precisely!” retorted the Big Na-
tion. “Haven't I insisted all along
that the only honorable course for
you is to yield ?”—Life.

Mrs. Emma P. Ewing is treasurer
of the “Dinner Delivery Company,”
lately formed at Pittsburg, Pa.,
with Mrs. Bertha L. Grimes as pres-
ident, and Mrs. Maud P. Kirk as sec-
retary. It cooks and delivers dinners

and other meals at private residences
in any part of the city. By a recent-
ly invented apparatus for retaining
heat, it is enabled to deliver meals
warm, and in as good condition as
those dished up in the average home
kitchen. Each meal will be inspected
by Mrs. Ewing or some other culi-
nary .expert, and none will be sent
out that does not meet the inspec-
tor's approval. The company is al-
ready doing a lucrative business.—
The Woman’s Journal of November 8.

The Reformer could not help but
observe that the Office, prior to seek-
ing the Man, as was now again be-
come its eustom, always consulted a
certain ponderous volume.

“What book is that?” the Re-
former finally asked, for his sense
of civic duty would not suffer him to
remain silent, once his curiosity was
aroused.

“Bradstreet’s,” replied the Office.—
Puck.

Liveryman—Th’ only thing this horse
is afraid of is that he won't get
enough to eat.

Smith—Why! Ain’t that the same
horse that ran away at an “auto” yes-
terday?

Liveryman—Certainly! But there
wuz two millionaires in it that are
trying to corner oats.—Puck.

BOOK NOTIOES.

Bishop Spalding’'s ‘‘Soclalism and Labor,
and other Arguments, Social, Political and
Patriotic’’ (Chicago: A. C. McClurg & Co.
Price, 80c net) is a @isappointment in al-
most every respect except its luxuriant elo-
quence. Instead of a thoughtful and feir-
ly comprehensive, or at least profound,
discussion of the relations of soclalism to
labor, wehaveonebrief egsay, platitudinous
to a degree, which barely skims the surface
of the subject. That Bishop Spalding must
have written this opening essay without
preparation is evident from his confusion
of one of the most elementary distinc-
tions—utility and wvalue, or as socialists
would say, ‘“‘use value’” and ‘“exchange
value.”” For instance, in one place he tlius-
trates his contention that ‘“‘values cannot
be est!mated'in terms of labor,” by asking:
‘‘How shall we determine the worth of
the labor expended in perfecting a plan
such as that which led Columbus to dis-
cover America? What is the worth of
Newton’s labor in evolving the theory of
gravitation, of Shakespeare’s in writing
Hamlet, of Wagner’'s in composirg ‘Parsi-
fal,” of Gutenberg’s in making his type, or
Watt’'s in building his steam engine?’

The worth of these things in the
sense of their usefulness, (s very
different from their worth in the
READERS—

of this paper who like it will do us a
favor by promptly sending us the
names and addresses of persons they
know who might also be interested in
it. Address:

PUBLIC PUBLISHING CO.,
Box 687, CHICAQO, ILL.
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sense of their value in tracde; but
Bishop Spaléing overlooks the difference.
Such confusions of thought are typical of
the entire essay. Though its general con-
clusiorns are what we should regard as
sourd, the course of reasoning leading up
to them—Iif, indeed| there is any reasoning
—is neither satisfactory nor Iluminous,
charming as is the essay simply as a speci-
men of style. Other essays in the collec-
tior are better. Yet in one of them—*‘Char-
ity and Justice’’—an approval of the re-
. voiting idea of regulating human repro-
duction by law, which has been proposed
by some ‘‘scientists,” may well make the
reader wonder how the democracy and re-
iigion of so democratic and spiritual a
writer should have become pollutedt From
thig shocking proposal, and such platitudes
as that “the foe of labor is not capital, but
ignorance andl vice,” it is a pleasure to
turn to the thirteenth essay—the Bishop's
splendi@ oration on Altgeld,—which is in
no wise inferior in literary charm to the
other essays aend is in many respects far
superior. If there were 10thing else to dis-
tinguish it, this rugged sentiment—without
a parallel for vigor elsewhere in the vol-
ume—would be enougn: ‘It is better to be
wrong, inspired by the sense and love
of right, than to be right, inspired by mo-
tives of policy and the worship of-vulgar
success.”

—The Cosmopolitan for November con- .

taing _an admirable character sketlir of
Tom L. Johnson by Henry George, Jr.
—TFashion magazines are not usually
promising for anything of interest outside
of fashion subjects, but the Christmas
number of The Deiineator (New York: The
Butterick Publishing Co. Price $1.00 a
*{ear; 15¢ a number) is a pronounced excep-
on.

—“Whim" for November (Newark, N. J.)
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devotes most of its space to a_series of
impressive editorials by Errest H. Crosby,
one of the editors, which are characterized
by the profound thoughtand light literary
touch of that charming writer.
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS TO

THE PUBLIC

From persons not already annual subscrib-
ers, will run from date of receipt of sub-
scription until January 1, 1904. Such per-
sons subscribing now, will therefore receive
the paper for 14 months for a 2 months’

subscrip.ion,

REGULAR RATES:
Annually........cooeeunnnnnn. 82.00
Seml Annually. ... 1.00
Quarterly........coeuvunnen. 50

CLUBS OF THREE :

To extend the circulation of The Public
among new readers, and at the same time to
relieve of ¢x£cns¢ such regular readers, or
others, as take the trouble to procure new
subscriptions. we will supply three subscrip-
[ :ions for the price of two, on the following

rms

A Club of Three Annual Subscrip-
tions (at least two of them new)...%4.00

A Club of Three Semi-Annual Sub-
scriptions (at least two of them

PREW) Liitntten thtniiienensnnaansesnsasnnnas 2.
A Club of Three Qusarterly Suh-
scriptions (at least two of them

M@W ).titititenianrncneresioceniocssonnnnss 1.

Any person soliciting new subscribers will
be allowed the same terms. For every two
| New subscriptions for which he forwards us
i cash at ::lgular rates we w.ll honor his order
; for a third subscription free.

I _All annunal club subscriptions procured before
January 1, 143, will begin at once and coutinue untii
January 1. 1904,

h{nl(&e all Checks, Money Orders, etc., pay-
¢ to

i
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The Public

is a weekly review which prints in concise and plats

terms. with luzid explanations and with-ut editorial

bias, all the news of the world of historical value. h

reads the daily papars and telis its readers what they

say. Itisaisoan editorial paper Though it abstaing

from mingling editorial opinions with its news accounts,

it has opinions of a pronounced character, based upoa
the principles of radical democracy, which, in the
columns reserved for editorial comment, it expressas
fully and freely. without favor or prejudice, withomt
fear of consequences, and without hope of discreditable
reward. Yet it makes no pretensions to infallibility,
either in opinions or in statements of fact; it simply
aspires to a deserved reputation for intelligence and
honesty in both. Basides its editorial and news fea-
tures, the paper contains a dspartment of original aad

selected miscellany, in which appear articles and ex-
tracts upon various subjects, verse as well as prose,
chosen alike for their literary merit and their whole-
some human interest, Famillarity with Tue Puslic
will commend it as a paper that is not only worth
reading, but also worth filing.

TERMS.
Annual Subscription . . . ., . . . . $2.00
Semi-Annual Subscription . . . . . ... 1.00
Quarterly Subscription . . . . . . . . .56
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NOTI'CE is hereby given that a petition
for the pardon of George Damagais,
who was convicted of manslaughter and
sentenced to 12 years in the penitentiary
at the February term of the Criminal
Court of Cook Coum§ in 1899, will be pre-
tsented to the State Board of Pardons at
the January term of sald Board, in 1908.
MORTON A. MERGENTHEIM
88 Unity Building, Chicago, Il



