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his arm. "The Jews were chosen to introduce

Christianity."

BOOKS

OUR RAILWAY LANDLORDS.

History of the Great American Fortunes. By Gus-

tavus Myers. Volumes II and III. Great For

tunes from Railroads. Published by Charles H.

Kerr & Co., Chicago. 1910. Price, $1.50 per

volume.

Vanderbilt, Gould, Morgan and Hill are the

heroes of Mr. Myers' second and third volumes,

with brief accounts of Blair, Garrett, Elkins and

the famous "Pacific Quartet." They were all

alike. They all stole. Their loot was land. And

that land was in large part our public domain.

Their methods varied little. They all involved cor

rupt assemblies and courts and sagacious effront

ery. Sage was perhaps the most painstaking and

taciturn robber, a contrast to Hill, the magnani

mous and talkative highwayman. That, however,

is a difference of temperament. Their ideals were

alike. The eyes of all were on the same goal—the

ownership of the most possible land.

Under the guise of railroad rights of way and

with the aid of bought-up legislatures and courts

and Congress, enormous blocks of land, timber,

mineral, agricultural—the richest treasures of our

country were gotten and are still held. In his

youth Senator Elkins and a few friends, under

the infamous Maxwell grant, gained permanent

possession in New Mexico of over 1,700,000 acres,

2,680 square miles of land ! And Hill's Northern

Pacific railroad "was endowed with a land grant

forty miles wide running across the continent west

of the Missouri River," including vast "stretches

of the very richest timber lands." "Forty miles !"

Some of us guileless travelers supposed the rail

road's land to be limited by the fences along each

side of the track.

If half the book is half true—and the author

refers to his sources—many of our "foremost citi

zens" should be nameless—merely numbered. And

our lost property—our land ? Returned, of course.

What else would common sense do with it? Con

servation of the barn is sensible. So is resumption

of the horse.

ANGELINE LOESCH GRAVES.

BOOKS RECEIVED

—The Gold Brick. By Brand Whitlock. Pub

lished by the Bobbs-Merrill Co., Indianapolis. 1910.

Price, $1.20 net.

—The Conflict of Colour. By B. L. Putnam Weale.

Published by the Macmillan Co., New York. 1910.

Price, $2.00 net.

—Among Friends. By Samuel McChord Crothers.

Published by Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston and New

York. 1910. Price, $1.25 net.

—My Brother's Keeper. By Charles Tenney Jack

son. Published by the Bobbs-Merrill Co., Indianap

olis. 1910. Price, $1.50, postpaid.

* + *

The teacher was telling the story of Red Riding

Hood. She had described the woods and the wild

animals that live there. "Suddenly," she said, "Red
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