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nation and promotes the new way of life. 'The

private wealth small, the public great/ as our old

Latin poet said. The Lords have lately much

increased the body of public wealth by abolishing

the income-tax and setting that large amount free

for investment. But if you say the people look

miserable, I reply the country was never more

powerful. That fleet could sink all the navies

of Europe, and we continually add to it so as to

increase our security, enrich the shipbuilding

Trusts, and distribute their wealth among the

workers, all at the same time."

Flitting back to London, Mr. Taylor dis

mounted in Parliament Square, and seeing a lady

whom he recognized as the finest orator of Queen's

Hall and Hyde Park, he asked his friend whether

women had got the vote.

"We wouldn't have your silly vote as a gift,"

she exclaimed as she swept past, with eyes fixed

on revolution.

Then indeed Mr. Taylor realized the full conse

quences of the Lords' action in rejecting the

BOOKS

Budget.

+

THREE DUKES FROM SPAIN.

By the Late Samuel Brazier. Reprinted Here from The

Public of December 22, 1900.*

There came three dukes all the way from Spain,

A courting to my daughter Jane.

My daughter Jane she was so young,

She could not bear their flattering tongue.

They offered love, and rank, and gold;

I schooled her till she grew quite bold.

"Keep all your gold," my daughter said,

"And let me have your land instead.

The noble Don who gives his land,

Alone may hope to win my hand."

One noble duke could not refrain,

His land obtained my daughter Jane.

.lane owned the land, and I owned Jane,

And very soon the duke from Spain—

The meaning of the bargain knew,

1 had his land and money too!

+ * +

THE LORDS AS EXPERTS.

Even expert knowledge of horse-races and bal

lets may come in useful when such questions as

gambling and the licensing of theatres are brought

up.—Leading Article in London Times of November

29, 1909.

Lord De Ballet: "I say, Johnnie, have you

seen the 'Times' today? Rippin' article on the

House of Lords—knocks all that rot that Rose-

bery talked into a cocked hat. It says we're ex

perts ! Quite right, too; if anythin's brought up

in the House about theatres—well, there I nm!"

Lord Newmarket: "Yes, and if it's a question

of sport or gamblin' on the turf, I can give 'em

tips."—Westminster Gazette.

•See r>-'»Ke 1204 of tills Public.

A PROGRESSIVE COMPANY.

Upbuilders. By Lincoln Steffens, author of "The

Shame of the Cities," and "The Struggle for Self

Government." Illustrated from Photographs. Pub

lished by Doubleday, Page and Company, New

York. 1909. Price $1.20 net.

A happily chosen title, "Upbuilders"—infi

nitely better than "uplifters" would have been.

It is upbuilding rather than uplifting that counts

for good. And in this book about upbuilders,

by one of the best reporters who has ever gained

the ear of the world to tell it what it is doing,

we have Stcffensistic stories, straight and true, of

five fellowcraft who are still at work and on

their way to be master builders—Mark Fagan,

Everett Colby, Judge Lindsev, Rudolph Spreckels

and W. S. U'Ren.

Of the stories of these men as Lincoln Stef

fens tells them, we can only wish that they might

be read wherever there is a patriotic citizenship.

We wish they could be read wherever well-mean

ing .men imagine that employers never tlirow

bricks nor destroy property in industrial disputes.

We wish they could be read by all who place their

trust in plutocracy. But it is better than to give

reasons for these wishes that we use our space

to indicate the spirit in which the author tells

his stories.

Referring to the injection of diverting issues

into politics when special interests are endangered,

Mr. Steffens writes: "If I were a political boss

in danger of losing my crown, I would get the

church to come out against the saloon; that would

save me, and it would not cost the saloons very

much." It is so important a question "that to

drop it into a reform movement with other issues

up, is to break up that other movement, and—

fail to solve the liquor question." We may see.

therefore, that these stories are told in no spirit

of confidence in always having the support of

the people in doing their business. "Uninformed

and misinformed, pauperized or overworked, mis

led or betrayed by their leaders—financial, in

dustrial, political and ecclesiastical,—the people

are suspicious, weary, and very, very busy."

But none the less, the people are "the first, last

and best appeal in all great human cases." Not

that they are "better than their betters," but they

are "not possessed by passions." We doubt if

the old maxim, "the voice of the people is the

voice of God," has ever been tetter expounded

than in these few words from Mr. Steffens:

"Though each individual in the great crowd lacks

some virtues, they all together have what no in

dividual has, a combination of all the virtues."

If something were added to the effect that all the

individual selfishnesses are mutually neutralized.
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in the mass, the exposition would be almost com

plete.

What inspiration there is in the thought, and

how true the thought itself, which Mr. Steffens

expresses in these words: "The happiest men I

know in all this unhappy life of ours, are those

leaders who, brave, loyal, and sometimes in tears,

are serving their fellow men." And scores of

thousands whom his words may reach will be glad

to know that so acute an observer and faithful

reporter could say this: "It is wonderful how-

many of the men who are working for political

reform got their inspiration from Henry George.

'I am for men!' George said, and he made men.

No matter what the world may decide to do about

his single tax, some day it will have to acknowl

edge that Henry George brought into the service

of man more men of different kinds than any

other man of his day."

It is under the influence of that spirit that Mr.

Steffens tells us in "Upbuilders" of the impulses

and the work of the five men whose portraits

appear in the volume: of Mark Fagan, the demo

cratic Republican leader of Jersey City; of Sena

tor Colby, the democratic Republican millionaire

of Essex County, N. J. ; of Judge Lindsey, the

democratic Democrat of Denver; of Rudolph

Spreckels, the autocratic business man of San

Francisco, who revolts at the undemocracy of his

class, and of W. S. U'Ren, the "law giver" of Ore

gon.

* * *

GOOD THINKING FOR COLLEGE

FOLK.

Letters to a College Girl. By Ellen Hayes. Boston:

George H. Ellis Co. 1909.

Good thinking for college girls, but just as good

for college boys; for college men and women too,

and also for men and women and boys and girls

who have neither been to college nor expect to go.

In the narrow compass of 68 pages, this Wellesley

professor has compressed nine chapters on college

work, every one of them "loaded to the muzzle"—

if that clumsy but expressive and handy metaphor

be allowed for such a use—with the candid thought

of a highly trained and courageous mind.

What she has to say of specialization truly fills

a long felt even if bashful want: "Because I be

lieve in specializing when the time is ripe, I deny

that it is desirable or possible for immature and

uninformed persons. The worst of all smatterers

is he who, on account of his ignorance on the right

hand and on the left, is unable to appreciate or

even detect relationships." The futility of substi

tuting lectures for undergraduate instruction is

hit off in this fashion : "It is the easiest way to

get through the hour's work; but telling is not

teaching." Are undergraduates enthusiastic over

pictures or music or Shakespeare or Browning, be

cause others praise them ? They must stop all this

before their lives "can become wholesome and sin

cere" ; they must know that "there is no short cut

to culture any more than to learning or wisdom."

Do not be misled into supposing that mathematics

cultivates the power of reasoning. We are glad to

hear this on such authority; for the notion that

good mathematicians are good reasoners seems to

us to encounter much hostile testimony. In the

realm of mathematics, writes the author, "there are

no evidences to be found, no causal relations to be

searched for, no laws of nature to be disclosed,

and no deductions to be made from such laws."

Do not ignore "the difference between the knowing

part of you and the emotional part. Feeling is

not knowing"; and "yoii are pretty sure to fall

into grave error if you permit yourself to interpret

some emotional state as evidence of some objective

truth."

The foregoing quotations arc indicative of only

some of the valuable thought upon educational at

titudes and methods in which this book abounds.

Its advice in two personal rather than distinctively

educational respects is of special importance. One

relates to an attitude of mind in going through

college : "Not a few will assure you that your col

lege training should continually recognize that

you are a female. I beg you to try to realize that

first, last, and all the time, you are a human be

ing." The advice is equally good, we should say,

for undergraduates who are assxired that through

out their college course they should continually

recognize that they are males, for these too are

human beings whether they know it or not. The

other particular in which Prof. Hayes advises on

the personal rather than the more distinctively ed

ucational side is in a suggestion to the college

graduate, which she calls "a baccalaureate note":

"As regards being useful to your country and to

mankind, you may notice that there are two

classes of service—the service of relief and the

service of reconstruction. One is paternal, the

other fraternal. One is marked by compassion,

the other by justice. One filters a cup of impure

water to make it wholesome ; the other goes to the

fountain head and cleanses the stream at its

source. One reads to the ignorant; the other

teaches the ignorant to read. One is satisfied to

suppress symptoms ; the other aims to destroy the

disease germs in the body of the community. You

can make your choice between these classes of

service or you can take a share in each."

That keen and clear and sound discrimination is

followed with an appropriate warning: "The ha

bitual viewing of acts as just or unjust is liable to

place you, sooner or later, among those who, un

der the compelling power of the idea of democracy,

render the service of reconstruction. Comradeship

with Ihem involves certain costs, possible perils.

Nevertheless, you are to be congratulated if, taking

a long look ahead and another long look into the


